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VDcaihn.  Second  grand  Alliance,  Military  Transactvm 
,  in  Italy.  Death  of  King  James  II.  Recognition  of  the 
Pretender  hij  France.  Departure  of  the  English  Ambassador. 
Resentment  of  the  English  Nation,  hliigs  regain^  tMr 
Jtcendencjf  and  Popularity,  Setwm  of  Parliament  1701»2. 
EiiergtHe  Sp$e^  of  U#  MUig.  Bill  ta  attai/U  the  JPrv 
tender,  SiU  cf  Jfi^frntion,  JUneteanid  Dea^ef  ike  King, 
m*  Chetnuier. 

king  returned  not  to  England  till  the 
month  of  December  1698 ;  and  the  nation  seem- 
ed not  well  pleased  that  their  sovereign^  now  the 
war  was  tenniuatedj  should  continue  to  pass  six 
months  oi^  the  year  upon  the  continent — the 
greater  part  of  it  spent,  as  was  well  known  >  in  in- 
doleut  retirement  at  Loo. 
gwwonof^  The  new  parliamenty  which  had  been  originalljr 
convened  for  the  27th  of  September,  had  been 
somewhat  trifled  with^,  after  aMembling  in  towp> 
by  Aort  and  repeated  prorogations ;  and  at  hst 
met;,  December  the  6tb^  iu  a  humour  not  very  pla- 
cid. Various  causes  concurred  to  irritate  and  in- 
flame  the  mindaof  the  people  and  of  the  parlia- 
Po^^^ty  period,  and  to  depress  the  credit  of 

whi^  the  whigs ;  amongst  which  the  chief  was  the  on- 
-constitutional  attempt  made  in  the  last  session  to 
maintain  and  perpetuate  a  staiudiag  army  in  time 
of  peace.  The  next  in  magnitude  was  the  recent 
establishment  of  the  Scottish  mercantile  company^ 
which  continued  to  excite  great  and  inerearifl^ 
alarm  in  the  commercial  world.   The  third  was 
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tke  erectiw  of  a  new  fiast-Iodia  com{iaiiy ;  by 
vUch  ^  ioriflt  were  beyond  measMie  exaspe-  I69f • 
rated^  and  which  they  took  infinite  pains  to  repre*^ 
mai'9B  tm  ineteoGe  of  uppv eUeled  partiality  and 
oppreMHHi*on  the  part  Df  the  whigs.  The  choice 
made  by  the  commons  of  lir  Thomas  Lyttleton  as 
eperiuf  me  aerverthelesB  considered  as  a  faToridile 
omen  by  the  court ;  but  the  inference  proved 
¥ery  fallar.ious, 

Tke  ig  in  Ins  speech  strongly  urged  to  the  Hi^ 
parhame.  .  as  a  matter  which  demanded  their 
imwMiat  ^«sideratioa>  what  force  ought  to  b^  ^^^^ 
BftiiMiiuv^t  sea  and  land  this  year.  "  To  pre- 
serve/' said  the  monarch,  "  to  England  theweighjt 
and  iaAMMeeitbasat  present  on  the  councikand 
•Stirs  abroad^  it  will  be  requisite  Europe  should 
see  you  wiU  not  be  wanting  to  yourselves."  The 
iniiscieet'Coadiiet  of  the  king  in  retaining  a  milir 
tary  force  so  much  larger  than  the  last  parliament 
had  voied  or  provided  for^  could  notiu  the  dis- 
cission mt  this  apeech  semain  longer  unaoknow* 
ledged ;  and  the  resentment^  or  rather  rage^  of 
tte  eonnoiis  instantaneously  broke  outiaa  very 
nnisual  manner.  Odiitting  to  return  any  answer 
or  address  whatever  to.  the  throne^  they  proceeded 
ie  pass  a  seaolution,  "  that  all  the  land-forces  in 
EngUsh  pay^  exceeding  7000  men,  and  those  con- 
sisting of  bis  majesty's  natural-bom  subjects,  be 
finthwitt :  disbanded/'    "  W  sai4  w  Charles 
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^^2^-  Sedley,  speaking  in  support  of  the  molotion^ V9€ 

1698.  are  true  to  ourselves^  these  are  enow  ;  and  if  not, 
100,000  are  too  few." 

The  miinsters,  seeing  the  temper  of  the  bouie^ 
would  not  venture  to  oppose  the  torrent ;  and 
the  bill  founded  upon  the  resolutioii  passed  almost 
without  debate.  NoAing  could  eieeed  the  mor^ 
tification  and  chagrin  manifested  hy  the  lung 
upon  this  occasion.  It  is  even  afBrmed  that  ha 
harboured  serious  thoughts  of  abandoning  the  go- 
vernment to  ft  regency  nominated  by  pftrhament^ 
and  fixing  his  residence  in  HoHaad ;  and  there  is 
extant  a  speech,  which  it  is  pretended  he  had  re- 
solved to  make  to  the  two  houses  on  announciiig 
to  them  his  intention.  But  this  peevish  and 
splenetic  idea,  if  it  was  ever  entertained^  was 
almost  as  soon  relinquished*.  Lord  Sunderiaiid^ 
who  knew  human  nature  too  well  to  give  easy 
credit  to  such  surmises^on  being  informed  that  the 
king  threatened  to  throw  up  the  crown,  eKclaim- 
ed  with  sarcastic  contempt :  "  Does  he  so  ?  There 
is  Tom  Pembroke"-^meaniiig  the  earl  of  Pern-. 
broke~"  who  is  as  good  a  Nock  of  loood  as  a 
king  can  be  cut  out  of;  we  will  send  for  bimj 
and  make  him  our  kingf  !" 

1699.  February  1699  the  king  went  to 
the  house  of  lords^  and  gave  the  royal  assent  to 

*  JBurnct.   Tmdal,  vol.  a.  p.  4^7.         f  Ralph. 
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the  bill»  accoidiag  to  his  omth  declaration^     aa  iv^ 
iooa  as  lie  miderstood  it  was  leady."   At  the  "ImT 
tame  time  he  expressed  his  opinion  in  a  speech  to 
both  houaes^     that  thcfe  waa  great  hazard  ia 
keaking  sudi  a  iivmber  of  troops,  and  his  cha-* 
grin  at  the  removal  of  those  guards  which  had 
come  OTer  with  him  to  their  a8sistanee«  and  who 
had  eonstandy  attended  him  in  all  the  actions 
wherein  he  had  been  engaged.    But  as  nothing 
eoold  be  ao  fiUal  aa  any  diatnist  or  jealousy  be- 
tween him  and  his  people,  he  had  for  that  reason 
alone  been  induced  to  pass  the  bill :  and  he  de* 
aired  not  to  be  considered  as  responsible  for  its 
consequences."    The  house  of  commons  were 
now  so  far  gratified  as  to  present  an  address  to 
ibe  king,  acknowledging  themselves  "  semnble 
ef  the  difficulties  he  had  undertaken,  the  labors 
he  had  sustained,  and  the  haaards  he  had  run  in 
rescuing  them  from  popery  and  arbitrary  power, 
restoring  their  liberties,  and  giving  peace  and 
qniet  to  Christendom ;  and  assuring  him  that 
they  would  on  all  occasions  stand  by  and  assist 
him  in  the  preservation  of  his  sacred  person  and 
support  of  his  govcrnmentj  against  all  his  enemies 
whatsoever.** 

On  thia  apparent  return  of  .good  humour,  the  King  con- 
king  made  an  ultimate  effort  to  soften  the  most  p^^tlut 
rigid  and  painful  clause  of  the  act,  by  a  royal  gan^T^ 

mmi|^  written  with  bis  awn  hand,  delivered  to 

fl 


9 


Diyilizeo  by  Lic^fS'j.it' 


1$  HISTORY  OresaULT  BRITAIN. 

IV.  Ae'  commons  by  lord  Ranelt^^  couched  in  the 

1699.  followins:  terms  :  His  majesty  is  pleased  to  let 
the  house  know>  that  the  necessary  preparationt 
ire-nttde  for  transportfaig  flie  guards  who  came 
with  him  to  England  ;  and  that  he  intends  to 
send  them  away  immediately,  unless,  out  of  con- 
sideration to  him,  the  house  be  disposed  to  tM 
a  way  for  coatinuing  them  longer  in  his  service, 
which  his  majesty  would  take  very  kindly."  Far 
from  complyinfi^  with  a  request  so  natural,  and  in 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  extraordinary 
cAse  so  reasonable,  the  house  of  commons  in  a 

flame  instanihj  resolved  upon  an  address  to  the 
king,  on  a  division  of  1 75  to  156  voices,  declaring 
their  unspeakable  grief  that  bis  majesty  should 
be  advised  to  propose  any  thing  to  which  they 
could  not  consent  with  due  regard  to  that  consti^ 
tution  which  his  majesty  came  over  to  restore, 
and  80  ofYen  exposed  his  royal  person  to  preserve 
—and  did  in  his  gracious  declaration  promise, 
that  all  those  foreign  lorces  which  came  overwith 
him  should  be  sent  back/'—This  was  certainly  a 
most  ungracious  mode  of  reminding  the  king  of 
his  gracious  declaration^  and  savored  much  more 
of  the  spirit  of  faction  than  of  patriotism.  To  this 
.   intemj^erate  address  the  king  made  a  cool  and 
judicious  reply,    expressing  his  entire  confidence 
^  .in  the  afi*ections  of  his  people,  and  repelling  with 

firmness  the  insinuation  that  his  wish  to  retain  his 
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native  ^lards  arose  from  any  distrust  gf  tbe      book  nr. 

Uchmeiif.  cif  bh  Gogliaii  t«d||e«tt*/^  ^"miT^ 

Thekhig  fltw  a«l  inffignaiilly  ftlt  neyerllKAM, 
how  eager  and  incessant  were  the  eflorta  of  uiao^ 
iadmdMlt  ta  IradHce  lii§  cbaiaoter,  atd  embar- 
rass the  measures  of  his  goTernmenl  In  a  couti- 
4eBlial  tetter  written  hy  him  at  Hm  pctiiMl  ta 
Boinrigny  eailef  Gahmf,  betay^  ''I  scto  joa  ' 
are  uneasy  at  the  proceedings  of  the  parliament 
hm  I  think  you  have  too  nliidi  caiM  to  ba 
It  ia  not  to  be  conceived  how  people  heie  are 
set  against  theforeip-ners. — ^You  will  easily  judge 
on  WHOM  this  reflects.  My  mtemmts  must  bo 
r^^lated  according  as  things  go  in  the  parlia- 
menty  of  which  there  is  no  being  sure  tiU  the  ses- 

•    Tel  6toit  la  mmiitn  donee  et  clAgente,**  axf§  m 

French  writer  (M.  de  Cize)  speaking  of  this  transaction, 
'*  avec  laquelle  Guillaume  rcpondoit  anx  plaintes  de  ses 
lojeti."  The  Dutch  guards  were  soon  after  shipped  o(F  for 
IMand  at  Depdbrd.  It  ws8  a  morkig  sigfaft***  my*  the 
ttefSHi  OUaim*  ''tobAold  tlieiD,  ai  1  did,  wtidaag 
hem  St  taaes's  fmk  thromli  JLondoo  8tieetB»  tikiiig  a  loqg 
£uewell  of  the  friendi'llMy  left  in  England  with  tears  in  their 
eyes  J — many  of  tliem  having  Kugli!>h  wives  ahu  rhiidrcn  fol- 
lowing them  into  a  land  stnin^'^o  to  them,  after  their  husbands 
aod  fuhera  had  speujt  so  many  years  in  the  service  of  that 
cmtry  oat  of  which  they  m»  now  driven.  There  wera 
8  or  4000  BritansabiKMt  ahrajt  in  the  Dutch  ainij,  at  well 
in  time  of  peace  ai  war  j  and  'tis  amazing  that  die  English 
dioold  be  so  jealous  of  a  singly  regiment  of  Dutchmen."— 
Oidjuuon,  vol.  ii.  p. 
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Bo^^.  sion  u  over. — There  is  a  spirit  of  ignorance  and 
lemi   malice  prevails  hefe  beyond  coneeptiott." 

.  TLTie  tories^  finding  their  strength,  now  pro- 
e#oded  to  exhibit  other  prooft  of  their  disoonteat 
and  disMtiifiiction.  With  a  view  to  cast  a 
flexion  on  the  tolerant  spirit  of  the  present  whig 
iBuaistry^  an  address  vras  presented  to  the  king, 
complaining  of  the  boldness  with  which,  from  his 
majesty's  ynexamj^ed  demena^j  the  papists  had 
of  late  fteqnented  the  matpopoiis  and  all  plaees  of 
public  resort ;  and  beseeching  his  majesty  to  issue 
his  royal  proclamation  against  them ;  which  the 
king  promised  to  do. 
^^'^^f  Seeing  the  complexion  of  thehouseof  commons^ 
^  cam.  oiii  India  company  were  encouraged  to 
present  a  petition  to  the  house,  praying,  that 
their  case  might  be  taken  into  consideration;  and 
that  the  house  would  make  some  provision  that 
iheir  corporation  might  subsist  for  the  residue  of 
the  term  of  twenty-one  years  granted  by  his  nu^ 
jesty's  charters  and  that  such  farther  considerap^ 
tions  might  be  had  for  the  petitioners'  relief,  and 
for  the  preservation  of  the  East  India  trade  to 
England^  as  should  be  thought  meet."  This  pe- 
tition was  favorably  received,  and  a  bill  ordered 
by  the  house  to  be  brought  in  thereupon.  Some 
of  the  more  warm  and  injudicious  partisans  of  the 
company  launched  into  a  high  strain  of  invective 
against  thelate  {iast  India  bill  and  its  promoters 
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and  even  mblaTed  io  wmeri,  thit  they  wm  iMt  book  nr; 
bound  to  maintain  the  votes  and  to  keep  up  the  lego. 
mdit  of  the  fonnar  parUament.    But  the  houie 
ivisely  considered,  that  vast  sums  had  been  ad- 
vanced and  ex  peaces  incurred  by  the  proprietors 
•f  tfe  new  flock,  in  consequence  of  the  act  re- 
cently passed.    If  that  act  were  now  to  be  re- 
pealed»  or  tlie  conditions  of  it  newnaiodeiled,  the 
wmj  basis  of  fiarikinentary  fidth  would  be  sub* 
verted^  and  the  public  confidence  would  be  inevi- 
MMjlost  The  bill  therefore  was  not  suftred  to 
proceed  io  a  second  reading. 
Tiic  first  symptom  of  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  ^rj^ 

tion  of  tot 

whig  ministry  bad  already  appeared  in  the  resig- 
nation  of  the  earl  of  Sunderland^  whose  sagacity 
foresaw^  and  whose  caution  had  avoided^  the  ap- 
proaching danger.  Had  that  nobleman  continued 
in  administration,  he  would  have  been  undoubt- 
edly the  .first  olgect  of  attack.  But  the  storm 
now  fell  upon  the  earl  of  Orford,  who  had  been 
seTeral  years  at  the  head  both  of  the  admiralty 
and  dkfj  departments.  It  had  transpired,  that 
the  auditors  of  the  imprests  had  declined  passing 
his  lordship 'sacoounts  for  wantof  suihcient  vouch- 
ers:  and  it  was  also  affirmed,  that  his  lordship 
bad  unnecessarily  retained  a  vast  sum  of  money 
in  his  hands,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  seamen  and 
te  his  own  printite  advantage.  The  house  called 
therefore  for  the  ^aid  accounts ;  from  which  it  ap- 
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BOOK  IV.  pcaraA  ilmi  there  ranainod  »  bakuice  in  tha 
1699.    hands  of  thfe  earl  of  Orford,  as  treasurer  of  the 

nav  v,  of 460,000/.  of  which  the  earl  declared  thai 
SSOjOOOi.  was  theaia  a  course  of  iiayoMBi.  Bui 
the  object  of  the  house  was,  not  to  investigate  but 
to  censure;  and  they  presented  a  violent  addresa 
tothethroae^  ''coaiplaiiiii^  of  miiiBanageitNni 
of  the  public  service — of  misapplication  of  the 
puhlic  moiiej— of  the  introduction  of  aefvr  and 
unnecessary  charges-— of  the  want  of  regular 
vouchers — and  Unaliy  declaring,  that  the  officesr 
of  first  commissioner  of  the  admicaUy  and  trea- 
surer of  the  navy  wwe  inconsistent,  and  ought 
not  to  be  executed  by  the  same  person."  The- 
king  assured  them  that  it  was  his  desire  that  all 
sorts  of  mis^iiiauageraent^  aud  irre<;'ularitics  should 
be  prevented  or  redressed ;  and  that  their  address 
should  be  taken  into  consideration.  But  the  earl 
of  Orford  did  not  choose  to  risque  any  farther 
contest  with  the  house  of  ciHumons,  and  resigned 
his  employments.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  ad- 
miiaity  by  the  earl  of  Bridgewater,  a  nobleman 
wholly  unacquainted  with  sea  afiiurs ;  and  the 
lories  were  disappointed  in  their  views  of  ad- 
vancing sir  George  Rooke  to  that  important  post 
—a  naval  officer  of  high  reputation^  and  strongly 
attached  to  the  party  in  opposition. 
prapriatT  A  most  sensible  and  bitter  nortificstuMi  me 
ionum^  stm  in  reserve  for  tbe  kbg.   By  a  biU  sent  up 
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ftMi  the  c^mnmu  io  ibe  locds  wm  ytm  siace«  book  iv. 
iilMBiiiig:  fnsh  irt^lio  bed  been  io  armi  a^^ost  leggi 
the  govec uoieoiy  their  estates  law  coufi#ca(ed 
to  ttie  enmn  were  ep|ilied  to  Uie  pajaoieni  of 
tbe  public  debts,  leaving^  oaly  a  power  to  the 
king  to  diapoae  at  the  tbud  part  of  them.  This  . 
lyD  met  with  nueh  oppoaitioa  in  the  upp^ 
house:  many  petitions  were  presented  against 
k;  eiid  the  king;  who  was  impatieat  to  enibark 
Ibr  the  eotttiMBt,  eiiga|i:ed  that  mithing  should 
be  done  bj  him  in  prejudice  of  the  bill  till 
the  parti—cnt  had  an  op|Mrt«iiitjr  of  settling 
the  bonness.  But  the  next  session,  and  several 
succeeding  sessions,  passing  over  without  any 
paffKawrnlary  ievivel»  or  even  nation  of  the 
bill,  the  king  thought  himself  at  liberty  to  exer- 
cise his  prerogative  to  its  full  extent^  by  making 
gTMits  of  the  whole  of  the  forfeited  estates.  But 
this  a^gry  and  jealous  house  of  commons  were 
determiBed  that  the  nuitter  should  not  rest  in 
its  pieseiit  state.  Thej  annexed  therefore  a 
clauae  to  the  land-tax  bill^  appointing  seven  . 
eonunissioBers  to  take  an  account  of  the  estates 
forfeited  in  Ireland^  in  order  to  their  being  ap- 
phed  in  aid  of  the  public  service.  When  the 
bill  was  tiansmitied  to  the  lords,  they  found 
themM^lves^  to  their  great  discontent,  precluded 
fnm  entering  into  the  merits  of  this  provision^ 
beifl^  compelled  to  pass  the  clause  without  al- 
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BOOK  nr.  temtton  as  conttitutin^  part  of  a  money  bill. 
1699.  But  a  protest  \vas  entered  upon  the  journals 
expressiye  of  their  lofddiipB'  disapprobation  of 
this  procedure  :  "  1st,  Because  the  clause  in  ques- 
tion comprised  a  matter  foreign  to  the  bill ;  and 
9dlj,  Because  the  practice  of  iacklmg  elanaes  of 
this  nature  to  money  bills  was  contrary  to  the 
ancient  method  of  proceeding  in  parliament^ 
subveniTe  of  the  fieedom  of  debate^  and  dero- 
gatory to  the  privileges  of  the  house."  The  bill 
having  at  length  passed  the  lords>  received  from 
the  king  a  most  reluctant  assent ;  and  on  the 
4th  of  May,  1699^  the  pailiament  was  pro- 
rogued^ and  the  king  and  bis  ministers  relieyed^ 
for  a  time^  from  their  imperious  and  unwelcome 
control. 

of'heTiTke  Immediately  after  the  rising  of  parliament 
•f  Leeds,  some  farther  alterations  were  made  in  order  to 
conciliate  and  gratify  the  tories.  The  duke  of 
Leeds,  who  had  sunk  into  insignificance  and 
contempt  since  the  discovery  of  his  India  pe* 
culations,  was  now  dismissed  from  his  post  of 
president  of  the  council,  which  was  given  to  the 
earl  of  Pembroke ;  and  the  privy  seal>  relinquish*^ 
ed  by  this  nobleman^  was  consigned  to  lord 
Lonsdale.  The  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  who  dis- 
liked the  fatigues  and  indifterent  to  the 
emoluments  of  office^  resigned  without  reluct* 
ance  the  seak  of  secretary  of  state  to  the.  wX 
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IS 


of  Jersey:  but  towards  the  dose  of  tlie  year  book  iv. 
he  mceepted  the  piece  of  lord  ehanbsrleto.  laos. 

This  aobleman  was  so  distinguished  hy  the  ge-^ 
oeronty  of  his  dispesitioa  and  the  fiMcioetioa  • 
of  his  manners^  that  he  was  generally  known 
by  the  appellation  of  King  of  Hearts./'  He 
was  said  by  the  king  to  be  the  only  man  of 
whom  both  whigs  and  lories  agreed  to  speak 
welL  Though  personally  disinterested*  his  ap- 
plicalioiis  for  his  frimids  were  so  nmneroasy  tiuil 
the  king  one  day,  either  in  the  spirit  of  peevish- 
ness or  pleasantry,  told  him  to  setdown  all  his 
dcHMusds  at  onee^  that  he  might  see  whether  flie 
whole  kingdom  would  satisfy  them." 

Fmrious  to  his  departure  for  Holland,  theking 
wrote  to  the  earl  of  Galway,  whom  he  had  loQg 
honored  with  his  intimate  friendship,  complain- 
ing in  strong  terms  of  the  Texalions  he  had 
been  made  to  endure  in  the  course  of  the  last 
session  of  parliament  It  is  not  possible  (said 
he)  to  be  more  sensibly  touched  than  I  am« 
at  not  being  able  to  do  more  for  the  poor  ro- 
^igee  officers  who  have  senred  me  with  so  much 
ttal  and  fidelity.  I  am  afraid  the  ooon  God 
will  punish  the  ingratitude  of  this  nation.-— 
I  fear  the  eommisiaon  given  here  by  the  csim- 
mons  for  the  inspection  of  the  forfeitures  ^vill 
give  you  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  me  ,no 
km  Ae  nest  winter.    Assuredly  on  all  sides 
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BOOK  IV.  my  patience  is  pat  to  the  trial.  I  am  going  tm 
"^16^  hreMike  a  Iktk  beyond  sea^  in  order  to  «0Bie 

back  as  soon  as  po;Bsible." 
^D^i^'     NotwHhstanding  the  minioroiii  disappoint^ 
merits  and  discouragements  which  ihe  Scottish 
.  com  pan  V  had  sustained^  and  the  utter  improba- 
bility of  final  success  in  their  projeots-^-sudi 
wa?  their  reluctance  to  be  awakened  from  their 
airy  dreams^  that  they  had  in  the  course  of  the 
precedinn^  year  sent  to  sea  two  lar^  ibips  oiit 
of  four  \vhich  they  had  caused  to  be  built  at 
Hamburgh  and  several  smaller  vessels  freighted 
with  divers  commodities^  the  growth  or  manu- 
facture of  Scotland  ;  and  about  1^200  adventur- 
ers onboard,  furnidied  with  all  things  necessary 
for  the  establishment  of  a  colony.    But  their 
•  indiscretion  was  no  less  conspicuous  than  their 
ill-fortune.    The  spot  fixed  upon  for  this  settle- 
ment was  the  Isthmus  of  Daricn,  a  territory 
situated  in  the  heart  of  the  Spanish  empire  in 
/Vmerica,  from  time  immemorial  claimed,  and 
in  part  occupied,  by  Spain  to  the  exclusion  of 
en^  other  European  power  ;  and  which,  if 
thrr  r  avarice  had  sufiered  their  reason  to  ope^ 
rate  ,  the  Scottish  projectors  must  be  sensible 
thai  the  court  of  Madrid  would  resent  and  repel 
as  a  flagrant  encroachment  upon  their  rights. 

I  n  the  month  of  October  16^,  they  arrived 
at  C  ioLDBM  Island  on  the  coast  of  Darien ;  -bHl 


kjiu^  jcl  by  Google 


WILLIAM  IlL  IS 

fbe  wants  and  miieriea^  the  difficulties  and  dan-  book  iv. 
gm^  thej  had  id  eoeounter^  soon  disposed  them 
to  think  more  of  a  deliverance  than  an  eaia- 
blishoiewt  This  intelligence  was  no  sooner  re* 
ceived  in  England^  than  the  earl  of  Seafield^ 
secretary  of  state  for  Scotknd^  who  had  hitherto 
disfained  from  replyiog  to  the  representations 
of  the  company,  informed  theai,  by  order  from, 
thekingy  that,  there  being  accounts  of  the  ar* 
rival  of  die  ships  belongin^^  to  the  company  on 
the  coasts  of  Aj^nerica^  and  the  particular  design 
not  being  communicated  to  his  migesty,  be 
therefore  delayed  to  give  an  answer  till  he  had 
received  certain  information  oftlieir  settlement." 
The  company  on  this  notified  to  lord  Seafield^ 

• 

'*  that  their  ships  had  reached  their  destination 
st  Golden  Island  on  the  coast  of  DarieiH--and 
had  obtained,  by  treaty  with  the  natives,  a  tract 
never  before  in  the  possession  of  any  Euro> 
petns/'  But  though  the  Scottish  directors  had 
been  guilty  of  the  extreme  imprudence  of  at- 
tempting a  permanent  settlement  in  the  centre 
of  the  Spanish  empire  without  the  permissionr 
it  could  not  be  long  concealed  from  the  know- 
ledgCj  of  the  executive  government.  And  by. 
the  positiTe  orders  of  the  king^  sir  William 
Beeston>  governor  of  Jamaica^  issued  a  procla- 
mation esurly  in  April  1699^  importing  that  hit 
majesty  was  not  informed  of  the  designs  of  the. 
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BOOK  IV.  Scots  in  relation  to  Darien ;  which  beii^contrarjr 
1^.  to  the  treaties  fubsisting  between  his  majesty 
and  his  allies^  he  strictly  charged  and  command- 
ed all  his  majesty's  subjects,  that  upon  no  pre- 
tence whatever  they  should  hold  aiiv  correspond- 
ence with  the  Scots  aforesaid,  or  give  them 
any  assistance,  under  pain  of  sufihring  the  ef- 
fects of  his  majesty's  severest  displeasure.  This 
was  a  measure,  howoTer  harsh,  Tery  seasonable 
and  necessary ;  for,  in  the  month  of  May  fol- 
lowing, the  marquis  de  Canales,  minister  resi- 
dentiary of  Spain,  presented  to  the  court  of 
London  a  memorial,  remonstrating  in  the  strong- 
est and  most  resentful  terms  against  the  Darien 
settlement  ;  which,  the  memorialist  declared, 
"  the  king  his  master  retr;arded,  not  merely  as  a 
iriolatioo  of  friendship,  but  as  a  rupture  of  the 
alliance  subsistini^  between  the  two  crowns. 
That  his  catholic  majesty  could  not  expect  such 
insults  and  hostilities  to  be  committed  by  the  sub- 
jetts  of  the  king  of  England,  without  cause  or 
pretext,  in  the  heart  of  his  dominions ;  and  that 
all  the  king  his  master  desired  was,  to  have  his 
extreme  sensibility  of  a  procedure  so  unjust 
represented  to  his  majesty,  for  he  would  take 
such  measures  concerning  them  as  he  should  see 
convenient."  To  this  memorial  the  orders  al- 
ready sent  to  the  goyenior  of  Jamaica  fiumished 
a  satisfactory  reply. 
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The  English  parliament,  perceiving;,  doubtless, 
the  approaching  inevitable  rum  of  the  Scotti&h  1699. 
colony,  did  not  deign  in  the  course  of  the  last 
session  to  make  it  the  3ubjert  of  their  animad- 
Yersion.    Nothii^  but  misfortune  had  attended 
this  ill*fsted  and  extravagant  project.    Of  the 
ships  seat  out  with  stores  and  reinforceiuents^ 
one  took  fire  by  accidentj  and  a  second  was 
"wrecked  near  Carthagjena,  the  cargo  confiscated, 
and  the  crew  sent  to  prison.    Those  who  reach- 
ed the  destined  shore,  finding  their  expectations 
wholly  blasted^  were  wroiia;ht  up  to  a  pitch  of 
insubordination  and  animosity,  which  utterly 
disqualified  them  from  adopting  any  rational 
means  either  of  subbi&teuce  or  defence.    lu  fine, 
seeing  their  iuability  to  resist  the  force  which 
the  Spaniards  were  preparing  to  bring  ag:ainst 
them^  they  tiiou^ht  proper  to  sign  a  capitulatioi^ 
tnd  entirely  to  evacuate  the  Spanish  coast,  after 
the  immorisc  cxpence  inciirred  in  the  succefwtive 
equipments  aud  preparations  of  the  company, 
who  were,  however  reluctantly,  at  length  com- 
pelled to  open  their  eyes,  when  their  invincible 
obstinacy  in  folly  bad  left  them  nothing  to 
contemplate  but  their  own  beggary,  bankruptcy, 
and  ruin. 

.  In  the  month  of  September  1699,  while  they 
were  yet  unapprised  of  the  catastrophe  of  this 
tragic  drama,  the  cpmpany  bad  transmitted  aa  • 
vot.  tu  '  c 
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BOOK  IV.  address  to  the  throne,  complaining  of  the  inju- 
1^.  ries  they  had  received,  and  the  mischiefe  they 
had  nill  to  apprehend^  from  the  Spaniards  ;  and 
bcsetjching  his  majesty's  favour  and  protection. 
This  beinj;  evasively  answered,  they  framed  a 
second  address  or  remonstrance  in  still  stronger 
terms,  complaining     that  they  were  not  within 
the  pale  of  the  royal  protection.   That  procla* 
mat  ions  had  been  issued  in  his  majesty's  name 
by  the  governors  of  the  American  plantations, 
prohibiting  all  commerce  or  correspondence  with 
the  Scottish  colony,  which  had  produced  the 
most  fatal  consequences  to  the  company .*^They 
entreated  that  his  majesty  would  take  off  the 
force  and  effect  of  those  proclamations,  and  al- 
low his  parliament  of  Scotland  to  meet  at  as 
early  a  period  as  possible,   in  order   that  his 
Biitjcsty  might  have  the  advice  and  assistance  of 
the  great  council  of  the  nation  in  such  a  weighty 
and  general  concern."    To  this  lord  Seafield 
was  directed  to  answer,    That  his  majesty  very 
much  regretted  the  loss  which  that  kingdom 
and  the  company  had  lately  sustained — ^that  he 
would  upon  all  occasions  protect  and  encourage 
the  trade  of  the  nation— and  that  they  should 
•  enjoy  the  same  freedom  of  coounerce  with  the 
English  plantations  as  formerly.    As  to  the  par- 
liament, they  were  adjourned  to  March ;  and  he 
would  cause  them  to  meet  when  he  judged  that 
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the  good  of  the  nation  required  it."    This  an-  book  rv. 
•wer  gave  little  satisfactioD ;  tbenatioBal  ferment  ^^^mT^ 
spread  like  a  contagion^  and  teemed  to  threaten 
the  most  alarming  consequences. 

Notwithstanding  the  cordiality  mth  which  the  p^''^f^^^^ 
court  of  Versailles  appeared  to  concur  in  the  ^^^^  ''''''^ 

.  .  of  Marti  "kI  i 

treaty  of  partition,  she  emph^jed  all  the  arts  of 
her  refined  and  insidious  policy  to  induce  the 
court  of  Madrid  to  pronounce  an  ultimate  de- 
cision in  Iier  favour.  The  marquis  de  Harcourt» 
ambassador  from  France^  insinuated  in  terms  the 
most  flattering  and  respectful^  that  the  only 
oiyect  of  the  king  his  master  was,  to  maintain 
the  honor  and  independency  of  the  crown  of 
Spain— that  Philip  IV.  had  doubtless  exerted  his 
power  too  far  in  transferring  the  inheritance  of 
the  crown  to  the  imperial  bouse  against  die  laws 
of  nature  and  the  constitution  of  the  realm — that 
the  succession  lawfully  belonged  to  his  daughter's 
children,  and  not  to  his  relations  four  degrees  re- 
moved—that it  was  far  from  the  wish  of  the  lung 
his  master  to  unite  the  crowns  of  France  and 
Spain-— but  that  the  duke  of  Anjou,  second  son 
of  the  dauphin.  Wis  yet  in  Tory  early  youth;  and 
if  it  were  deemed  expedient  to  mike  choice  of  hios 
•s  successor  to  the  throne,  he  might,  by  a  resi- 
dence in  Spain,  eesily  learn  to  conform  himself 
to  the  customs  and  manners  of  the  country—* 
Ihai^  f oppofing  the  validity  of  the  rcnunotatioa 


Diyiiized  by  Google 


eO  HfSTORY  Of  GEEAT  BRITAIN. 

• 

BOOK  tv.  of  the  infanta  Maria  Teresa^  the  right  of  sue-* 

'  1699.    cession  would  devolve  upon  the  elettural  prince 
of  Bavarid/  descended  also  from  a  daughter  of 
Spain.  But  it  was  impossible  that  the  Most  Chris- 
tian king  eouid  lamely  acquiesce  iu  a  disposition 
so  iiyurioua  to  the  rights  and  interests  of  hi» 
crown  as  the  absolute  transfer  of  the  monarchy 
of  Spain  and  its  vast  dependencies  to  tiie  house 
of  Austria,  already  too  much  a<nrrandizcd  by  her 
receiil  conquests  in  Hungary.;  and  he  in.siiiuate'l 
that  the  catholic  religion  might  be  endangered 
under  a  prince  so  closely  connected  with  here- 
tics.   The  ambassador  submitted  the  decision  of 
this  greai  question  with  the  utmost  confidence  to 
the  justice  of  his  catholic  majesty,  whose  friend- 
ship the  Most  Christian  kmi^  was  mos^  sincerely 
desirous  to  cultivate ;  and  this  dexterous  nego- 
tiator took  oceasitMi  to  express  the  iiidij^nation 
*  of  his  sovereign  at  the  ilag;rant  encroachments 
of  the  British  nation  oir  the*  territorial  rights 
of  Spain  in  America;  and  his  readiuesi»  to  act 
in  concert  with  the-  catholic  king  to  repel 
these  invaders*:  making  also  an  otter  of  suc- 
couis  by  sea  and  land  against  the  Moors^  who 
were  then  besiei^ing  both  Centa  and  Oran/' 

*  This  proves  the  effrciitciy  of  the  Scottish  directors,  \vl\o, 
in  till  11  nieinorial  uf  March  21st,  UkjO,  presumed  to  assert 
the  piiib.ibility,  that  France  had  it  in  contemplation  to  settle  a 
'    eoloH/  cMi  the  coast  of  Darfea^  which  thsy.abfurcii^  claiaiwl 
ihc  merit  of  preventing.  ^ 
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This  M  as  civillv  declined  ;  })ul  Ln  de2:ree9a  forci-  BOOK  m 
ble  impressioii^  was  made  by  these  arguments, 
and  others  no  doubt  of  a  Tery  different  kind,  on 
a  very  large  proportion  of  the  Spanish  iioiilcs  aiid 
grandees^  ^ith  the  famous  cardinal  Porto>Car« 
fero  at  their  head/ -who  had  a  powerful  sway 
over  <he  Spanish  councils  The  queen  of  Spain, 
on  the  other  hand,  was  strongly  in  the-  interest 
of  the  house  of  Au!rtria,  and  exerted  her  influ- 
ence with  no  inconsiderable  eiiect  to  counteract 
the  machinations  of  France,  who,  to  operate  on 

the  fearf  as  well  as  (he  justice  and  j;ratitude  of 
the  Spanish  court,  had  orducedaa  army  o£  60,000 
nen  to  assemble  on  the  'frontier  of  Catalonia. 

Such  was  the  state  of  tilings,  when  the  court 
of  Madrid  was  apprised  of  the  U^iy  oif  parti- 
tion about  to  be  concluded  at  Boo.  "  The  king 
of  Spain,    violently  and  justly  oHeuded,  waS 
instantly  incited  by  the  impulse  of  *  passion 
to  adopt  a  resolution  which   wisdom  had  so 
lung  unavaiiingly  dictated,  viz.  to  make  a  testa- 
mentary disposition  of  his  dominions,-  which  ha 
left,  June  1698,  without  Fcserve,  to  theciecioial 
prince  of  Bavaria,  now  sdlemnly  constituted  sole 
heir  of  this  vast  inheritance.    This  resoiutioa 
i^as  takeu  in  full  council  with  the  secret  ap 
fnobation  of  the  queen,  who  was  fiatterea  with 
the  hopes  of  the  regency*.    The  emperor  bad 

*  Toay'i  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  48,  50« 
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BCX)K  IV,  obstinately  refused  to  permit  his  son  the  arch- 
11099.   duke  to  take  up  his  residence  ia%paia — in  the 
nemorial  presented  by  the  imperial  ambassador 
count  Harrach  at  the  court  of  Madrid  on  the 
subject  of  the  treaty  of  partition^  the  chief 
stress  seemed  to  be  laid  on  the  injustice  done 
to  the  house  of  Austria,  which  is  said  to  have 
oiendedthe  pride  of  the  Spanidi  court— and  it 
was  obvious  that  in  present  circumstances  there 
existed  a  greater  probability  of  preserviqg  the 
integrity  of  the  Spanish  empire  by  an  absolute 
devolution  of  it  to  the  electoral  prince  than  to 
the  archduke :  and  in  this  case  France  and  Am* 
tria  would  have  derived  much  consolation  fer 
the  disappointment  they  respectively  sustained^ 
by  reflecting  on  the  baffled  hopes  and  abortive 
projects  of  each  other. 

A  memorial  was  subsequently  presented  at  the 
court  of  Madrid  by  M.  de  Harcourt^  which, 
under  color  of  complaining  of  the  injury  done  to 
France,  contains  a  virtual  acquiescence  in  this 
disposition.  In  the  conclusion  of  this  memorial*, 
the  ambassador  says,  Your  miyesty  knows  I 
liave  never  imporiimed  you  concerning  the  8uc«* 
cession.  Lastly,  sir,  it  is  to  be  considered,  w  hether 
the  disinterested  respects  of  my  master,  andhis 
^ksire  to  maintain  a  good  correspondmce  wilk 

•  XiUnbertL 
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your  invest  J,  deserve  the  resolution  you  have  book  nr. 
taken ;  and  what  reascm  all  Europe  may  have  to  ^^el^ 
complain  of  your  majesty^  if,  to  the  general  mis- 
fortune, the  solicitude  of  my  master  cannot  pre- 
yent  the  disturbance  to  be  fieared  from  such  an  in- 
cident."   This  can  only  be  construed  to  mean, 
that  the  king  of  France  v^ill  not,  but  that  he  ap- 
prehends the  emperor  m%  contest  this  disposi- 
tion.   The  answer  of  the  Spanish  court  to  this 
memorial*  vas  ^wholly  yague  and  complimen- 
tary: "  The  zeal  of  his  catholic  majesty  for  pre- 
serving the  tranquillity  of  Europe  was  equal  to 
that  of  the  Most  Christian  King — that  he  could 
not  but  be  surprised  at  his  excelleucj  s  memorial, 
at  a  time  when  the  diyine  goodness  had  so  re* 
cently  restored  him  to  health — but  he  expressed 
his  sense  of  the  iViendship  of  his  Most  Christian 
ffiiyesty,  and  bis  readiness  to  concur  with  him  in 
wbateyer  should  be  found  necessary  for  conti- 
nuing the  public  repose^  which  his  catholic  ma- 
jesty affirmed  would  be  the  constant  tenor  of  hia 
prayers."   With  whatever  reluctance,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  two  great  rival  powers  of  Bourbon 
and  Auftria  would  haye  ultimately  acquiesced  in 
a  testamentary  disposition  so  cuuiorniable  to  the 
interests  of  Spain  and  the  inclinations  of  all  £u« 
ropcj  had  not  the  unfortunate  death  of  the  elec- 
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BOOK  nr.  toral  prince  in  a  few  months  ( February  the  IGth^ 
1699.    1699,)  entirely  altered  the  face  of  thiiiga,  and 
thrown  the  whole  political  world  into  an  abjss  of 

doubt  and  confusion. 
Second        ]So< withstanding  thc  pretended  recoverv  of  the 

treaty  of  .  . 

ptrtiuon.  king  of  Spain^  it  was  well  known  that  this  en* 

feebled  monarch  could  not  long  survive  :  and  the 
attention  of  the  king  of  Engkud  was  anew  en- 
gaged, with  laudable  and  disinterested  solicitude^ 

but  with  \ei'y  doubtful  wisdom,  m  the  formation 

« 

of  new  schemes  and  projects  for  the  preservation 

of  the  peace  of  Christendom.  I  cannot  com- 
prchend/\  said  that  monarch  to  the  pensiuiiary 
Hcinsips,  to  wliom  he  communicated  without  re* 
serve  all  his  emljairassmrnls  and  {)( rph  \ifies, 
how  we  shall  ever  be  able  to  declare  to  Spaiii 
our  having  intended  the  succession  to  the  mo- 
narchj  fur  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  and  sfill  less 
to  communicate  it  to  the  imperial  courts  so  that 
we  are  in  no  small  labyrinth,  and  may  it  please 
God  to  help  us  out  of  ii*.**  Soon  a  Her  \\\e  ar- 
rival of  the  king  at  Loo^  M.  dc  Tallard  was 
acrain  deputed  to  nesrotiatc  with  his  majesty  a  sc* 
cond  partition  treaty,  to  which  the  court  of  Vi- 
enna was  invited  to  concur  as  a  prificipal  part  y, 
^'arions  obstacles,  occasioned  bv  as  iiianv  dif- 

•  ft- 

ferciit  causes^  retarded  the  conclusion  of  th^ 


*  llardwicke  F^pcrit 
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treaty  at  Loo— of  which  the  objections  severally 
suggested  by  the  emperor  and  the  States  Ge- 
ucral  appear  to  have  hrcn  the  chief.  The  ir  high 
mightinesses^  doubting  the  sincerity  of  the  French 
courts  and  probably  not  well  pleased  with  the 
terms  of  the  treaty^  required,  that,  when  signed 
mod  ratified^  it  should  be  registered  in  the  par- 
liament of  Paris.  But  the  court  of  Versailles 
replied  with  haughtiness,  that  the  parliament 
of  Paris  was  no  more  than  a  court  of  Justice ; 
and  that  tills  was  a  proposition  that  could  Jiot 
eveu  be  listeucd  to.  "  The  emperor  absolutely 
refused  to  engage  as  a  party  in  the  treaty,  till 
the  terms  of  it  were  communicated  to  and  ap- 
proved by  the  court  of  Madi  id.  M.  de  Tallard 
following  the  king,  after  a  short  interval,  into 
England,,  the  treaty  was  at  length  signed,  March 
the  3d,  1700^  by  the  ambassador  Tallard  on  the 
part  of  the  king  his  master,  and  on  that  of  the 
king  of  Great  Britain  by  tiso  earls  of  Jersey  and 
Portland,  and  on  the  S5tb  of  the  same  month 
by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  States  General  at 
the  Hague. 

Confomiably  to  the  conditions  of  this  treaty, 

Spain  and  the  Indies^  with  the  Low-couatries 
and  Sardinia,  were,  on  the  death  of  the  king  of 
Spain  without  issue,  to  devolve  on  the  archduke 
Chariea.  Sicilies,  Finale  and  the  other  pos- 

l^fiuons  of  Spain  in  Italy,  Milan  excepted^  with 
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.  tbe  province  of  Guipuscoa,  &c.  as  settled  in  the 
former  treaty^  were  to  be  ceded  in  full  right  to 
the  dauphin— as  also  the  duchies  of  Lorraine  and 
Bar,  ot  more  intrinsic  value  to  France  than  all 
the  rest  of  her  acquisitions.  To  the  duke  of  Lor- 
raine, in  lieu  of  hisduchy^  was  assigned  the  duke- 
dom of  Milan.  Thus  more  was  voluutarily  con- 
ceded to  France  than  she  could  hope  to  gain 
by  the  most  successful  war.  To  this  treaty  the 
emperor  was  allowed  three  months  to  accede ; 
and  in  case  of  refusal^  the  allotment  of  the  arch- 
duke was  to  be  disposed  of  to  a  prince  who  should 
be  named  by  the  two  kings  of  France  and  Great 
Britain,  in  conjunction  with  the  States  General : 
and  in  a  separate  arH(  le  the  emperor  was,  by  a 
farther  indulgence,  admitted  to  subscribe  within 
two  months  after  tbe  death  of  the  king  of  Spain*. 

*  It  is  evident  from  the  tenor  of  the  correspondence  of  tlic 
king  wiih  llic  pensionary  I!e;^^iu.s  at  thi.s  period,  that  his  ai> 
ccsftioQ  to  tlie  terras  of  tlie  partition  treaties  was  the  result  of 
what  appeared  to  bim  an  urgent  political  necessity^  arising 
fiom  the  known  sndispontion  of  the  perliameat  and  people  to 
a  renewal  of  the  war  on  the  continent  "  I  Jnd,"  said  the 
king  to  that  minibter,  "  your  thoughts  entirely  occupied  with 
the  grent  storm  which  seems  to  linng  over  our  heads  by  the 

likehliood  of  [\w  king  of  Spain's  death.  1  only  %visli  my 

power  was  such,  as  that  1  could  properly  second  your  hearty 

fentiments."  "  People  begin  here  more  and  more  to  ftar 

the  death  of  the  king  of  Spaiaj  l|MQg  penoaded  it  wiU  draw 
on  a  war^  to  which  thejr  in  that  case  seem  resolved  i  bal 
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The  court  df  Madrid  on  the  first  iutimation  Booc  m 
of  the  uegotiatious  recommeuced  at  Loo,  di^^^iMu^ 
cofeied,  as  might  well  be  expected^  the  mostitMit. 
passionate  resentment.    So  early  as  the  month,  wwtoc** 
of  August  1699,  the  Spanish  secretarj  of  atat^ 
Don  Antonio  de  Ubilla,  ddivered  a  memorial  to 
iVIr.  Stanhope  the  English  ambassador  at  Madridl^ 
aetting  forth^  "  that  the  king  his  master  haviiv 
been  informed  by  different  advices,  that  the  Eng- 
lish, French^  and  Hollanders,  were  again  framing 
sew  treaties  for  disposing  of  the  succession  of 
that  crown  and  dividing  its  dominions,  his  ma- 
jesty could  no  longer  disscmUe  his  kno wledge^  og 
omit  to  make  known  his  resentments  of  a  proce- 
dure never  before  heard  of  during  the  life  of  any 
king.«— And  Don  Antonio  makesj  by  ocder  of  the 
catholic  king,  this  comrattnicalion  to  Don  Stan- 

would  contribute  little  or  noth'm  j,  except  to  the  marine,  and 
leave  the  war  by  land  to  the  republic  .iiid  the  other  allies, 
which  they  wuuld  not  carry  through. — ^Though,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  see  no  likelihood  of  brmging  the  parliament  to  give 
money  sufficient  to  keep  to  considerable  a  bod/  of  troops  in 
the  Spanish  Netherlands  as  I  had  the  last  war;  and  without 
that  I  aee  no  possibility  of  delending  them."— I  confeai 
that,  every  thing  considefed,  it  k  very  <]uestioiiabTe  which 
alternative  to  choose,  and  tu  negotiate  fiirthcr  Uicreon  ;  but 
(his  is  beyond  a  doubt,  that  ulicn  these  oticrs  of  Fiance  are 
public  in  iinglond  and  Holland,  it  vyiil  be  ditficult  to  get  tliem 
to  cooaeDt  to  a  war,  in  case  the  king  of  S^iaiii  should  happen  to 
die  now :  so  that  measures  mutt  be  taken  in  consequence.**-^ 
ffMkrieke  8$at0  Papm. 
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BOOK  TV.  hope^  tbat^  he  giving  notice  to  his  Britannic  ma- 
^^ifioo!^  jV^^v,  and  assisting*  by  his  prudent  rrpiescnta* 
.  tions.  the  utiivorsal  (\\\']ct  rnav  ho  maintained,  and 

that  he  may  quit  the  scandal  of  this  negoHatiun. 
which  it  is  feared  vnW  be  an  unhappy  motiTe  of 
kindling  a  voracious  flame  of  a  now  war,  which 
being  once  lighted  vill  be  difficult  to  be  extin- 
guished, cither  by  the  greatest  force,  or  the  most 
dexterous  and  niosf  powerful  mediation."  A  me- 
morial couched  in  still  more  enersretic  language, 
and  ill  a  .^tyie  bordering  upon  i  la!;  ne<s  and  inso- 
lence^ was  soon  after  presented  by  the  marquis 
de  Canales  to  the  lords  justices  of  England,  in 
the  absence  ofhis  niajcsij — slat'nx.  in  a  way  un- 
usually pointed  and  personal^  that  if  these  pro- 
ceedings, these  machination!!  and  ]\»'o  jerl^,  are  not 
quickly  put  a  stop  to^  we  shall  wiiimut  doubt  sec 
a  dire^d  universal  Vi  HT  over  ail  £urope,  difiicult 
to  btop  whew  we  are  willing,  and  nioil  sen>ii>Ic 
and  prejudicial  to  the  English  nation,  which  has 
newly  tried  and  felt  what  novcllics  and  (he  last 
vai  havecobt  them.'*  And  dec  laring,  'Mbat  the 
,«mbaMador  extraoidinary  ef  Spain  will  manifest 
to  'the'  parliament,  when  it  sbali  be  assembled, 
the  just  resentment  which  be  now  expresses,'* 
Thia  paper  being  transmitted  to  the  king  at 
liOo^  the  ambassador  was  informed  by  Mr.  se* 
cretary  Vernon,  that  Itis  majesty  found  the  cou- 
tonti  so  insolent  and  seditious^  that,  in  reseui- 
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ment  of  so  extraordinary  a  procedure,  lie  ordered  ^^^^ 
the  ambassador  to  quit  his  domiaiuiiii  iueighteeu 
ia,yy  mad  tint  no  writiap:  be  sny  more  reo^fed 
from  him  or  anv  of  his  domestics.  The  aiiibas- 
tador  replied  ^  kh  aa  air  of  gaiety,  Te  Deum 
Uddamvs addinsr,  that  be  should  not  fail  ta 
©bev  tlie  orders  he  had  received,  to  a  scruple.** 
Id  retiim,  Mr.  8laxdiope  was  also  ordered  im  quit 
the  territories  of  the  kincr  of  Spain. 

The  negotiatious  at  Loo  seemed  to  ejLcite  al-^ 
Bost  as  great  a  fermeBl  at  Vknsa  lis  at  Ma- 
drid.   The  count  do  Kaunitz,  in  a  confbreoc^ 
with  M.  de  Viilars  the  Jbreocii  aiabassador  at  the 
ksperial  eoart,  declared,  it  to  be  an  anprecer 
deated  thii^  for  Great  Britain  and  Holland  ta 
divide  the  mcmarchy  of  Spain—''  And  this  third 
power  voii  threaten  us  with/*  said  the  count, 
"  who  is  he  f  »  hat,  shall  the  Dutch  give  awajj 
kingdoms       And  the  memorial  of  M.  de  Ca-r 
Dales  beins:  spoken  of  by  M.  Hope,  minister 
from  the  States  at  VieoBa*  as  highly  ij[isoient>  ia 
nuking  an  appeal  firoin  the  sovereign  to  his  sub- 
jects; the  Spanish  ambassador^  being:  presents 
gravdy  replied,  "  Subjects  who  dethrone  one 
kinsr  a  :  d  elect  another,  who  have  even  put  f 
thinl  to  death,  and  who  openly  act  in  defiance 
of  the  will  ^f  the  sovereign" — alluding  to  tb^ 
aflhjr  of  Daucu — such  subjects  can  by  no 
»  • 
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BOOK  IV.  means  be  regarded  in  the  sanie  light  with  the 

^""TtooT^  subject*  of  other  kings*/' 

On  the  oilier  haud^  the  extreme  satisfaction  of 
Ae  court  of  VersailleB  ai  the  late  proceedingi 
appears  from  the  general  tenor  of  the  dispatchea 
of  the  earl  of  Manchester^  ambassador  at  Paiis. 
Id  his  letter  of  Maj  8th,  1700,  to  lord  Jersey, 
this  nobleman  sa  vs,  that  in  his  last  conference 
with  M.  de  Torcj,  that  miaisier  observed  to  him 
ftey  should  now  soon  see  the  success  of  this 
great  aiikir — that  the  king  of  England  would 
haye  the  honour  of  it— The  case,"  headded>  **  was 
extremely  changed  within  two  years — that  the 
French  king  had  now  all  the  obligations  and  in- 
terest to  wish  for  the  life  and  welfare  of  our 
king. — Henceforth,"  as  iu  a  subsequent  confer-' 
ence  he  took  occasion  to  say^  it  would  be  very 
eonvenibnt  for  France  and  England  always  to  act 
in  concert  in  the  ad'airs  of  Europe." 

Circumstanced  as  the  emperor  now  was,  be 
appeared  inclined  to  accede^  after  all  the  anger 
and  resentment  he  had  displayed,  to  the  prin- 
cipal terms  of  the  treaty.  Yariovs  concesstona 
were  made  by  the  court  of  Versailles  in  order  to 
fender  it  more  palatable  and  calculated  to  en- 
sure  the  succession  of  Spain  to  the  archduke  ; 
in  particular,  that  this  prince  should  be  at  li* 

*  BalpL  >  JLamberti  j  Memoirs  of  the     de  YUiars,  Torcy, 
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hMy  to  mide  m  that  kingdooi  during  the  life  Btes  iv. 
of  the  king;  knowing  perhaps  the  detennina- ^"^JJooi^ 
tion  of  the  emperor  against  ii  It  was  also 
a^eed  f  hat  the  succession  of  the  Sicilies  should 
be  limited  to  the  descendants  of  the  queen  Maria 
Iteresa.  But  when  the  imperial  court  proceeded 
to  propose  that  the  Indies  should  he  ceded  to 
France  in  lieu  of  the  Sicilies,  and  the  island  of 
Sardinia  and  the  duchy  of  Luxemburg  as  an 
equivalent  for  Lorraine  and  Bar,  the  proposi- 
tion was  rejected  as  extravagant  and  inadmis*- 
aihle.  The  king  of  France  himself,  in  a  dispatch 
to  M.  Briord,  resident  at  the  Hague,  informs 
him,  "that  M.  Ztnzendorf,  the  imperial  ambas- 
sador at  Paris^  had  plainly  enough  intimated  that 
the  emperor  would  cede  to  him  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, in  case  he  would  treat  directly  with  him — 
and  directs  that  minister  to  caution  the  pension- 
ary against  all  the  artifices  which  the  imperial 
ministers  would  not  fail  to  employ,  in  order  to 
create  a  jealousy  which  might  be  fatal  to  the 
measures  he  had  taken  with  England  and  Hol- 
land." In  the  mean  time  the  emperor  carried  on 
his  negotiations  in  Spain  with  such  success,  that 
his  catholic  majesty,  in  the  month  of  June  1700^ 
was  prevailed  upon  to  sign  a  will^  declaring'  the 
archduke  sole  heir  of  the  Spanish  dominions. 
This  wa-s  immediately  transmitted  to  Vienoa; 
iiodM.de  Viiiars  was  then  informed^    that  his 
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9ooxi  iv»  imperial  majesty,  considering  the  good  state  oif 
^^^ijQQ^  t^c  king  of  Sj)ain's  healthj,  declined  acceding 
to  the  treaty  of  )>artition  ;  but  that  in  failure 
•f  male  heirs  the  emperor  considered  the  suc- 
cession as  justly  belonging  to  him." — And  tlius 
this  matter  rested  during  the  summer  of  the  year 
1700. 

Torietre-  To  prcscrve  perspicuity  and  conuection,  the 
aduM-  order  of  events  has  been  somewhat  anticipated4 
1699.  The  king  ofEiipJand  an  i\('ti  at  liis  palacr  ol' Ken- 
sington iVom  the  continent  in  the  month  of  Oc^ 
tober  1699.  It  had  been  for  some  time  past  in* 
fused  into  bis  mind  by  persons  in  bis  confidence, 
and  particularly  by  the  earls  of  Jersey  and  Al- 
bemarle, that  the  ii?higs  either  could  not  or 
wouUl  not  conduct  tlie  business  of  government 
to  his  satisfaction — that  the  tory  interest  predo- 
minated in  the  house  of  commons  ;  and  that  it 
vas  necessary  to  conform  to  circumstances,  and 
to  take  some  of  the  leaders  of  that  party  into  ad- 
niinisli ation.  On  tlie  other  Land^  lord  Somers, 
who  retained  great  influence  over  the  king,  de- 
clared, that  there  was  no  necessity  for  yielding  at 
discretion  to  tbe  torie;- — that  if  the  kinir  would 
be  true  to  his  friends,  they  would  be  true  to 
him.  He  blamed  the  resis^nation  of  lord  Or- 
ford,  and  was  of  opiuiou  the  whigs  might  re- 
gain their  ascendency  in  a  new  parliament. 
Q  be  king  himself  \>as  inclined  to  a  di:>soIution, 
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^ut  the  iniaiaters  would  not  venture  to.  advise  so  book  ly. 
bold  a  measiue.  He  theiefore  fioallj  detennined 
to  adopt  tiieeoiiiisekof  their  opponents.  The 
first  manifestation  of  this  was  a  visit  publicly 
made  by  him  to  the  earl  of  Rochester  at  Rich- 
mond— and  Mr.  Montague,  perceiving  the  high 
fieivor  he  had  for  several  years  past  possessed,  both 
with  the  hisg;  and  the  parliament,  now  rapidly 
on  the  wane,  thought  it  expedient  to  resign  his 

offices  previous  to  the  conunencement  of  the 

* 

aession.  In  his  room  lord  Tanhervilld  wils  placed 

at  the  head  of  the  treasury^  and  Mr.  John  Smithy 
who  had  for  some  time  occupied  with  reputation 
a  tmt  at  the  board,  was  constituted  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer.  Thus  another  of  the  grand  co- 
lumns which  upheld  the  tottering  fabric  of  the 
whig  administration  was  removed  ;  and  it  now 
rested  almost  entirely  upon  the  abilities,  courage, 
and  high  reputation  of  the  lord  chancellor  Somers 
for  suppoi'ti 

Oo  the  16th  of  Norember,  1699,  the  session  ^^^^ 
opened  with  a  speech  of  a  very  general  nature,  ^* 
and  in  which  every  expression  that  could  give 
any  juil  cause  of  c^nee  soems  to  have  been  cau- 
tiously avoided.  In  conclusion,  the  king  declared 

his  full  assurance  of  the  good  affections  of  his 
peopk,  which  it  would  be  his  endeavour  to  pre- 
serve by  a  constant  care  of  their  just  rights  and 
liberties.    Since  then,,"  said  the  monarch,  ''our 

VOL.  11.  O 
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nr.  aiiiis  ara  only  for  the  gciicral  good,  let  us  ad 
.   with  confidence  in  one  imther  }  which  will  not 
fki\,  by  Goo's  blessinsr,  to  tndce  me  9  happy 
kinc^,  and  you  a  great  aud  flourishing  people/' 
But  such  was  the  perverse  conduct  of  the  house 
ttn  to  manifest  a  pre-dctermi nation  not  to  be  sa- 
tisfied.   In  their  address  the  commons  affiscted  to 
consider  Ais  reconmMhdaliM  of  nutoal  confix 
deuce  as  involving  in  it  by  implication  a  charge 
sq^nst  them  for  not  pbiciDg  proper  confidence 
in  him.    *'  We  do  esteem  it,"  say  f hey,  "  our 
greatest  misfortune,  that,  after  having  so  amply 
provided  for  the  security  of  your  majesty  and 
your  provcrnment  both  by  sea  and  land,  any  jea- 
lousy or  distrust  hath  been  raised  of  our  duty 
Md  aflections  to  your  sacred  majesty^^-and  heg 
leave  humbly  to  represent  thai  it  will  greatly 
conduce  to  the  continuing  and  estabUshiag  n 
entire  confidence  between  your  majesty  and  your 
parliament,  that  you  wiQ  be  pleased  to  shew 
marks  of  your  high  displeasure  towards  all  such 
persons  who  have  or  shall  presume  to  misrepre* 
sent  their  proceedings  to  your  majesty."  The 
king  to  this  strange  and  captious  complaint  re- 
turned a  mild  and  discreet  answer,  assuring  them 
"  that  DO  persons  had  ever  yel  davad  to  mure^ 
present  to  him  the  proceedings  of  oitlier  house ; 
and  that  if  such  calumnies  should  be  attempt- 
ed, they  wouM  not  on^  fail  of  success,  but  if» 
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It  was  now  the  grand  object  o^  the  commons 
to  8eek  out  some  plausible  ground  of  accusatioa 
flgiimt  the  lord  cha«cellor>  koowiiig  that^  if  he 
fell,  the  administration^  of  which  he  was  the 
0Ole  animating  prineiptei  must  inevitably  fiill  with 
liiot.  ForteuMtelyi  as  ilMy«Mcetf««li  for  their 
purpose^  an  incident  oixurred  at  this  period 
much  too  trivial  for  the  notice  of  bislory^  had  it 
not  acquired  an  adventitious  impbrtanee  by  th^ 
political,  use  made  of  it  in  order  to  fix  a  stigma 
upon  an  iHustrious  charaeter,  which  could  not 
hope  in  such  circumstances,  although    as  chaste 

ice,  as  pule  as  mow/'  to  escape  the  envenomed 
shafts  calumny. 

Great  complaints  having  been  made^  during 
the  kle  war>  of  the  depredatiom  committed  by 
pifiins  on  thtl  American  coast,  a  scheme  wai 
formed,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  earl  of  Belia-^ 
fflont,  governor  of  New  York$  to  it  out  a  ship 
of  war  by  private  subscription,  in  order  to  maftc 
reprisals  upon  these  depredators.  The  king  him-^ 
self  eowteMnced  the  scheme ;  and  the  lord  ehan<* 
ceUor,  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  the  lords  Romncy 
and  Oifordi  Ac*  on  being  applied  to^  did  oot 


think  it  heconifig  them  to veAne  their  asftnttnce.  t'^^^^  ^ 

Kyod* 

And  on  the  recommendation  of  lord  Bellamont> 
Mt  Kydd#«ontivBOf  New  Yoik»  th^iftasterofa 

nS 
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*00K  IV.  sloop,  NNholiacl  the  reputation  of  beiiiu:  both  bol4 
honest,  watt  appointed  captain  of  the  shifv 
which  motm(ed  ihii^y  ^nns,  mttd  to  which  the 
name  of  the  Adventure  Galley  was  given.  Thii 
tesaol  was  fuvnisbed,  hesides  the  uluai  commis* 
sion  e:iven  to  privateers,  with  a  power  under  the 
great  seal,  authorising  JCjdd  the  commander  to 
make  war  upon  amd  destroj  th^  pirfltm  infestiiig 
the  American  and  other  seas.  The  choice  how- 
ever of  the  captain  proml  verj  Unfortunate ;  for, 
instead  of  makinfi  war  upon  Ae  pirailet,  ht  im* 
mediately  turned  pirate  himself;  and,  command- 
ing a  ibip  of  great  force,  he  became  for  a  eoti'^ 
Siderable  time  the  terror  <of -die  American  and  In* 
diau  seajs.  At  lengthy  being  apprehended  by  the 
vigilance  of  lord  Bellamont,  he  was  aent  to  Eng- 
land for  trial. 

Ac'^i^''^  '  ^^^^  ^^^^^  being  eagerly  and  abruptly  brought 
^^^■^ioio  the  house  of  conunonv,  a  motion  was  made, 
■•^  December  6,  1699,  that  the  letters-patent 
granted  to  the  earl  of  Bellamont,  and  others,  of 
pirates*  goods^  weie  dishotoraUe  to  the  king, 
against  the  law  of  nations,  contrary  to  the  laws 
and  statutes  of  thisfiealm»  inTasiTeof  property, 
and  destructive  of  trade  and  eonmieree/'  In  the 
debate  which  ensued,  the  most  malignant  imputa-* 
tiotts  were  cast  upon  the  noblemen  engaged  in 
this  undertaking',  as  concerned  in  "  a  scheme  of 
robbing  iM<jL  j»ira«y and  the  lord  chancellor  was 
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ihit  peeuliar  object  of  invective  and^reprtadw  ^ 
a  raagistTBte  placed  at  die  head  of  tliehi^faeit  der 
partment  of  Justice,  which     bad    disgraced  by 
Us  participatimi  in  an  enierpriBe  so  Bcandatous  ; 
and  >vhich  was  said  to  be  framed  on  a  mere  pre 
tence  of  public  service,  but  in  truth  for  the  sake 
•f  spoil  ■  ■  Aoee  who  were  too  tendef'-conscieliced 
to  commcuce  pirates  iu  tlie  first  instance,  finding 
no  repugnance  to  sharing  among  themselves  that 
wUch  bad  been  unjustly  tahefrfroni  others.  ''But 
such  was  the  charm  attached  to  tiie  lofty  and  iiii^ 
deviating  intq^ritv  of  the  chancellor's  character, 
that  it  was  assailed  by  the  ra^e  of  faction  in  vain. 
The  house  seemed  to  feel,  that  the  disgrace  and 
dishonor  of  such  aa.aecusation  eonU  appertain 
onlv  to  those  who  countenanced  it ;  and  the  mo^ 
tion  was,  on  a  diviaion*  negatived  by  a  gveat  ma^ 
jority.  The  e<Hnmons  however  thought  fit  to  pre- 
sent an  address  to  the  king^  praying  "  that  Kydd* 
mi^  not  be  pardoned>  tried^  or  diMsbar^d,  till- 
the  next  sesnon  of  parliament     to^  which  the' 
king  promised  comphance  ;  and  to  finish  the  his- 
tory of  thia  wretched  business,  it  may  be  propei 
Id  add,  that  I^ydd,  being  many  months  after 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  house,  declared,  "thatt 
he  had  never  in  his  life  spoken  to  lord  Somers ; 
4nd  that  he  bad  no  order  from  those  concerned 
in  the  ship,  but  to  prosecute  his  voyage  against 
({i6  piraiirsiatkeihi^  sewi."  Tbfi  ham  HQwk^ 
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b6o&  nr.  Urn  to  liift  fkfe ;  and  he  was  in  a  sliort  iuneafler* 

wards  hang(^d,  with  di\ers  of  his  accomplices. 

Boiling  still  with  iadign^tian  against  the  chan-r 
utWof,  the  malighantB  in  the  house  now  brought 
forward  another  charg(;  against  him,  for  having 
made  a  partial  and  undue  distribution  of  eom^ 
missions  of  the  peace,  and  for  invidiously  striking^ 
out  the  names  of  many  pergons  of  great  property 
and  responsibility.  On  enquiry  it  appeared,  that 
at  the  period  of  the  assassination  plot  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  exclude  those  from  the  com* 
mission  who  refused  to  sign  the  national  associa* 
tion.  But  this  was  so  far  from  heing  the  personal 
act  of  the  ehancelloTj  that  the  gentlemen  in  ques* 
tion  were  turned  out'  in  consequence  of  the  ex« 
press  order  of  council,  grounded  on  the  repre* 
sentations  of  the  lords  lieutaiants  of  the  several 
counties.  The  house  contented  itself,  therefore, 
with  presenting  4n  address  to  the  king,  importing, 
that  it  wouM  much  conduce  to  Ae  service  of 
his  majesty  and  the  good  of  this  kingdom,  that 
gentlemen  of  quality  and  good  estates  be  restored 
AnA  put  into  the  comroissibng  of  the  peace  and 
lieutenancjj  and  that  men  of  small  estates  be 
neither  continued  nor  put  into  the  said  oommis« 
sions  ;''-^*4o  which  address  presented  by  the  whole 
house,  the  king  replied,  He  was  of  the  opinioUj 
Aat  men  of  the  best  quality  ^ud  estates  were  most 
proper  to  be  entrusted  in  the  oojODmissions  of  tlie 
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fMce  mud  lieutenancy ;  and  tbatdirectioq^  sbouJid  book  iv. 


The  same  ill-humor,  though  directed  to  a  very 
inktm  object^  displayed  itielf  in  ttie  m<»4ioii  sMe 
fbr  aa  adUbre»  to  the  king  to  dkpkee  Burad:* 
bishop  of  Sarum^  from  his  office  of  preceptor  to 
Ae  duke  of  Oloceiter,  winch  he  had  fiUtd  with 
great  diligence  and  disintereftedneN^  Thtf  w^ 
however  oTerruled  by  a  coiisidarable  OM^oritiy. 

At  in  the  eome  of  the  hrt  MSttoo  aa  addren  ^^J*- 
had  been  presented  to  the  throne  to  put  the  lawS  in 
Ibite  agaimt  popy|h  leciuaati*  &c*  ia  order  to 
throw  an  odium  upon  the  whig  minliters  as  men 
regardless  of  the  inlerefits  of  religion^  that  busi* 
neia  was  from  the  lanie  motivei  now  tevived  by 
the  tories ,  and  a  dreadfolly  trrere  bill  brought  in 
under  the  sanction  of  a  committee,  of  which  Mr, 
How^  one  of  the  most  wuleat  Jacobi4is  in  the 
house,  was  chairman,  by  which  a  sentence  of  ba-  . 
■MlttMirfi  was  inflicted  upon  all  popish  priests 
and  sdhoohsnslcfs,  on  pain  of  perpetual  imprisoo- 
roent,  in  case  of  their  return ;  and  a  reward  of 
lOOOk  odfemd  iisr  their  apprehemion.  It  also 
enacted,  that  no  papisi  bom  after  the  35th  of 
March^  1700,  be  capable  of  inheriting  either  title 
or  estate;  or  of  pnfchasjpg  lands,  Ac.  ettheriafais 
own  name  or  in  trust  for  another,  within  the 
realm.  Bui  the  most  extraordinary  clause  of  the 
biUwvethitiAieliicqiufcdali  papists  poisessmg 


be  gWea  acoordii^ly. 
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BOOK  TV.  estates  in  land  to  take  th»  oaths  of  aUegiaace  an^* 

^^^TtooT^  supremacy  and  the  test  wben  they  attained  to  the 
age  of  eighteen;  and  till  the  oaths  were  taken 
in  eonforaiitjr  to  the  act,  the  estate  was  from  that 

period  to  devolve  to  the  next  of  kin  that  was 
protestant  The  party  who  moved  this  bill  pre- 
sumed that  the  whigs,  conformably  to  their  general 
maxims  of  indulgence  and  toleration^  >vouid  not 
fail  to  oppose  it  with  Tigor,  and  thereby  expose 
themselves  to  popular  obloquy.  But  self-preser- 
vation was  now  their  primarj  phjeet ;  and,  aban- 
doning all  consistency  of  principle,  they  ap- 
plauded and  patronised  the  bill  with  all  the 
madness  of  party  rage — each  taction  striving 
which  should  exceed  the  othor  in  devising  new 
clauses  of  iniquity  and  barbarity.  Under  tliesQ 
circumstances  it  rapidly  passed  the  house  of  com-i 
mons>  and  from  the  operation  of  the  same  mo- 
tives it  proceeded  with  equal  facility  through 
that  of  the  lords.  With  a  blindness  of  intellect 
which  would  excite  our  pity,  were  not  pity  lost 
and  absorbed  in  indignation^  bishop  Burnet  in-: 
forms  us,  that  he  was  for  this  bill>  notwitfar 
standing  his  principles /o7*  toleration^  and  against 
all  persecution  for  conscience  sake.  He  had 
always  thought,  that  if  a  govermn^  found  any 
sect  in  religion  incompatible  with  its  quiet  and 
safety^  it  might>  and  sometimes  ought,  to  send 
^way  all  of  that  s^ct  w  ith  a^i  little  hardship  as  posn 
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lifcle;"  a  principle  pf  policy  which  would  furnish  book  iv. 
just  as  valid  a  pretence  for  the  expubioa  of  the  ^''Ttoo!^ 
Moriscors  from  Spain,  or  the  Huguenots  from 
France,  as  of  the  papists  from  England.  It  is 
grievous  to  fdate  that  this  infamous  bill,  which 
a  more  enlightened  legishiture  has  with  gener- 
ous unanimity  repealed,  passed  with  national 
approbation  t  though  its  malignity  was  happily 
in  a  very  great  degree  counteracted  by  the 
fuperior  wisdom  and  beneficence  of  tlie  execu'- 
tive  powe#. 

Another  subject  ,of  chagrin  and  veution  to 
the  whigB  in  the  present  session  was  the  conduct  ^'^^ 
of  the  house  of  commons  relative  to  the  afiairs 
of  India.    Although  the  house  would  not  ven- 
ture on  a  measure  so  dangerous  as  the  revocation 
of  the  charter  granted  by  the  last  parliament  to 
the  new  eompanj^  their  competitors  of  the  old 
establishment  were  encouraged  anew  to  represent 
their  case  to  the  legislature^  and  to  petifioi;!  fur. 
all  act  to  prolong  their  ezistonee  as  a  company  to 
the  end  of  the  term  of  twenty-one  years  specilied 
in  their  present  charter.     The  new  company 
published  a  counter-representation,  expressed  in 
very  bitter  language ;  but  their  invectives  and 
leproaehes  were  fatal  to  their  arguments.  Pas* 
sion  is  a  more  active  principle  than  reason  ;  and 
Quch  an  opposition  only  contributed,  by  exciting 
fiij^t  and  resentment^  to  facilitate  the  passing 
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BOOK  IV.  of  the  bilL  Mr.  Montague^  their  great  palrM^ 
1700.  ^'^s  lon2:er  lord  of  the  ascendant  ;  his  elo- 
quence had  lost  its  efficacy ;  and  thii  remarkable 
bill,  whidh  establidied  in  feci  two  Best  India 
companies,  finally  received  the  sanction  af  the 
boiiie  of  lords  and  theaaient  of  the  king. 

It  was  a  favorite  object  of  the  court  to  obtain 
A  vote  of  approbation  from  parliaoient  for  the 
measures,  taken  to  gratify  the  commeroial  jea^i 
lousy  of  the  Enpflish  nation  in  orpposition  to  the 
Scottish  settlement  of  Darien.  Even  in  this  they 
could  not  sueceed,  For,  ttioui^h  the  house  of 
lords  vrerc  prevailed  upon,  not  without  difficulty, 
and  on  a  close  division  of  thiity*4wo  to  twenty* 
six  peers,  to  resolve,  '^that  tiie  settlement  of 
Darien  vt^as  inconsistent  with  the  good  of  the 
plantation  trade  of  this  kingdom^"  and  to  gnrand 
an  address  to  the  kinc;  thereupon,  the  commons 
obstinately  refused  to  concur :  for  they  knew  that 
die  project  was  hopeless ;  and  they  would  take 
off  no  part  of  the  odium,  neceiisarily  incurred 
upon  the  oc€^io|i^  ffom  the  liing*,    Bu(  » 

»  The  managers/*  aays  biibop  Burnet,  **  resolved  to  dq 
nothing  that  should  take  any  part  of  the  Usme  and  geneial 
ditcoatent  that  soured  the  Scottish  nation  off  fiom  the  kkig. 
It  was  given  out  to  raise  the  national  distrust  yet  higher  thai 

the  opposition  the  king  gave  to  the  Scotch  colony  flowed 
neither  from  a  regard  to  the  interests  of  Enghmd  nor  to  t!ie 
Ueaties  with  Spain^  but  irom  a  care  of  the  Dutch^  who,  ^qqa 
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ptmphlet  being  pubiislied^  entitled  An  En-  book  iv, 
qniry  into  the  Miscarrisge  of  the  Scottisk  Stsl^  ^^oo!^ 
tlement  at  Darien/*  reflecting  upon  the  honour 
of  the  king  and  of  the  two  houses  of  parliament^ 
ft  was  Toted  to  be  a  Mm,  acaadaloiu^  and  trai-»  . 
torous  libel,  and  ordered  to  be  burnt  by  the  com-* 
mon  hangman.  The  king  received  the  address 
of  the  lords  Tery  graciously.  He  assured  them 
that  he  should  always  have  a  very  great  regard 
for  their  opinion^-^thathe  would  never  be  want* 
ing  by  all  proper  meana  to  promote  the  advan* 
tage  and  good  of  the  tiade  of  England — at  the 
same  time  he  explessed  a  great  concern  and  ten^ 
derness  for  his  kingdom  of  Scotland,  and  a  de- 
sire to  advance  their  interest  and  prosperity. 
And  be  embraced  anew  the  opportunity  of  in-  Bmtotreat 

,  .  _  concerning 

cukating  very  earnestly  the  propriety  and  ne-anUfiion. 
cessity  of  an  union  of  the  two  kingdoms>  in 
Order  to  'contribute  efiectually  to  the  security 
and  happiness  of  both.  Jn  consequence  of 
this  reconameodation^  die  lords  did  actually  pre- 
pare and  send  down  a  bill  to  the  commons, 
appointing  certain  commissioners  of  the  realm 
of  England  to  treat  with  commissioners  of  Scot^ 
land  for  the  weal  of  both  kingdoms.  But  tlie 
rommona,  being  in  no  better  disposition  to 

CanqoA  drove  a  coasting  trade  smong  the  SpanUh  plantatioiif 

vith  great  advanta|t.''  ' 
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BOOK  IV.  comply  with  this  meMm  than  wifli  the  fernery 

1700.    rould  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  prosecute  or 
approve  it^. 

lupon  ff*-     But  the  point  on  which  die  party  in  oppori- 
irith  For-  tioD  to  the  couft  laid  the  most  stress,  and  which 
the  nation  teemed  to  be  most  concerned  in,  wa« 

the  result  of  the  enquiry  made  hy  the  parliamen- 
tary commissioners  into  the  Irisli  forfeitures,  >vith 
mview  to  agenefal  resumptiott.    Of  these  com- 
missioners^ seven  in  number,  four  were  dispos- 
ed to  put  every  circumstance  to  tlie  tpiptur^,  in 
Older  to  inflame  the  report,  aiid  three  were  in- 
clined to  soften  4nd  conciliate  ;  or,  as  the  indus- 
trious and  diligent  historian  Ralph  expresses  it, 
three  were  for  the  court,  under  the  prince  of 
*    candor  and  moderation.  "  Ii)  consequence  of  this 
diffisrence  of  sentiment,  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioners was  signed  by  the  four  aqti-courtiers 
only.    This  remarkable  report  ftatetl,  4bat  the 
number  of  persons  ^utlawe^  on  account  of  the 
late  rebellion  in  Ireland  amounted  to  31)21— that 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  foc&ited  estates  con-i 
tained  1,630,792  acres'-«rthat  some  of  these  lands 
had  been  restored  to  the  old  proprietors  by  virtue 
of  the  articles  of  limerick  and  Galway — by  re-> 
versal  of  outlawries  and  roval  pardons,  obtained 
chicHy  by  those  who  had  abused  his  majesty  ':^ 

*  lUlph,  vol.  ii.  p.  b4d. 
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/ompa«sioD.  Besides  these  restitutioii^  ikareBOOK  nr. 
veie  seTeniy-six  graats  and  custodiiuns  under  the  1799. 
grait  KftI  €£  Iidaad^  of  which  Aey  made  a  le^ 
citml.  Amongst  the  number  was  a  grant  to  lord 
JUwuiejof  49^17acm;  lord  Albemarle  10^633; 
William  Bentaack^  esq.  loid  Woodstock  135^; 
the  earl  of  Athlone  26^460 ;  the  earl  of  Gaiway 
d^l4S^  Ac.  The  oomansnonm  acknow- 
ledged "  that  the  estates  in  question  did  not  yield 
so  much  4o  the  grantees  as  they  were  estimated  at  i 
Ibr,  as  they  had  imposed  upon  his  majesty,  to 
their  agents  had  imposed  upon  them^  and  sold  or 
icithe  knds  at  a  rale  much  below  their  real  falue» 
After  idl  deductions  and  aUowaneeSt,  IhcM  yet  re- 
mained 1>699^3/.  14$.  whi^  they  laid  before 
the  rwmmgns  as  the  gram  amcmil  of  the  estates 

forfeited  since  the  13th  day  of  February  1689, 
and  not  restored."  The  comauttee  concluded 
Aeir  vqiort  by  the  invidions  statement  of  ngian^ 
i»hichthey  acknowledged  did  not  fail  within  thiS 
/dlo^  of  their  enquiry,  made  Under  the  great  seal 
of  Ifdaari.  May  SO,  1695,  4o  Mrs.  Elisabeth  . 
ViUierSj  now  count^s  of  Orkney^  of  all  the  pri* 
Tate  estates  of  the  kite  king  Jamesii  eontaining 
9 J, 649  acres,  estirai^ed^  at  the  eicpiration  of  the 
present  leases  in  1701^  at  ^7},99bL  ISs.  per  an-: 
mam-.  Certainly,  to  judge  by  the  enormity  of  the 
roval  booD^  the  king's  at t Lie h infant  to  this  lady 
must  have  bean  extremely  viokat.    L^pou  the 
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BOOK  nr.  whole  it  appeared^  that  the  grants  were,  wHh 
1700.  few  eKoeptions^  conferred  without  knowledge  of' 
diserifRkwtion ;  that  grostf  inipo«itio«i8  had  ht&k 
practised ;  aud  that  the  king  hiiiiself  was  liable? 
to  the  cennire  of  suffering  the  regal  bounty  to 
degenerate  into  the  most  wikl,  careless,  and  ca* 
pricious  profusion. 

m  of  Re.    xbe  house  of  eommOiM  in  a  tiolefil  tsmesA 

sumption. 

iwiTHediately  fesolved,  that  a  bill  be  brought  in 
to  apply  all  the  forfeited  estates  and  intereills  in 
If  eland,  a«d  all  grants  themifi  and  of  the  renttf 
and  revenues  belonging  to  the  crown  within  that 

the  laOk  Fehnutfy^  1689^  to  ih& 
Use  of  tte  public."  A  clause  was  subsequently 
inserted  for  the  erection  of  a  court  of  del^tesj 
to  detemine  elaiiM  touehing  th«  said  foifeiled 
estates— under  cover  of  which  clause  they  farther 
resolved^  that  they  would  not  leceiva  any  peti- 
tiom  wfaatenar  against  the  pr^titiona  of  Ibis  biH.** 
The  courtiers  durst  not  oppose  any  of  these  pro- 
ceedings ;  and  the  housOi  haying  fixed  unaltera* 
bly  upon  their  plan^  were  now  at  leisure  to  entef 
upon  the  examination  of  the  commissioners  at 
the  bar  4)rf  the  hoii^,  which  it  had  been  ineflec* 
tually  suggested  by  some  of  the  members  ought 
in  propriety  and  equity  to  bai^e  preceded  the  bill. 
After  a  long  and  tedious  intestigation,  the  house 
came  to  the  ultimate  resolution,  ^  that  Francis 
Abnasley^  John  Trencfaafd^  JaaM  Hamaton,  and 
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ttBntj  Ijingford,  egqn.  fomr  of  the  commission-  book  IV4 
ers  for  the  Irish  forfeitures^  had  acquitted  them-  ^^mo!^ 
•dvea  iridi  inMbntuiding,  cmrage,  aad  inte- 
grity." This  was  an  implied  censure  on  the  earl 
of  Droghoda,  sir  Fraooit  Brewstwr^  mod  air  Ri- 
chard hesnng,  Ae  thm  disMitieBl  eommiiaiM 
ers^^^nd  the  house  went  so  far  as  to  vote  the  last^ 
Mined  of  these  to  be  the  authiv  of  gronndiesB 
and  scandalous  aspersions  respecting  the  commis^ 
sioners  who  had  signed  the  report — and  to  com- 
mit  him  tfaorenpon  prisoner  to  the  Toiver.  it 
seems  tiiat  sir  Richard  Leving,  amongst  other 
9kmder9,  had  deposed  of  hia  brother  coramts^ 
sioaer  Lmgfoid,  that  he  should  say^  ^  I  doni 
dislike  the  30th  of  January^  nor  the  deed  that 
was  dose  that  day-^I  like  both  the  day  and  th« 
deed/* 

Afler  a  long  acquiescence^  the  courtiers  vcn-> 
tared  to  inoye^  that  a  certain  proportion  of  thtf 
forfeitures  be  reserved  to  the  disposal  of  his  ma* 
jcstj«  This  proportion  had  been  tixed  at  a  third 
in  the  fomer  bill,  which  the  house  had  perfected, 
and  sent  up  to  the  lords  some  years  before.  But 
the  houee,  being  at  present  differently  constituted, 
wovM  mat  adnrit  of  the  same  oAe  of  precoedin^^:. 
It  was  Uiouglit  a  sufficient  reply,  that  the  gran- 
ites had  enjoyed  these  ekates  so  many  years,  ibil 
the  mean  profits  did  arise  to  more  than  ono 
the  value*  Aui  a  negative  was  not  only 
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.  BOOK  nr.  put  upon  Uie  inotioii,  but  two  additional  tenhiA 

17Q0.  lious  were  agreed  upon:  "  l&t.  That  the  advi?- 
ingv  piocuringi  and  palling  the  grants  of  the 
focfeited  and  other  estates  in  Ireland,  had  bees 
the  occasion  of  contracting  great  debts  upon  the 
nalion>  and  levying  beavj  taxes  on  the  people. 
2dly,  That  the  advising:  and  passing  the  said 
grants  was  highly  reflecting  on  the  king's  ho- 
nor :  and  the  officers  and  instruments  concern- 
ed in  the  procuring  and  passing;  the  said  g^rants 
had  highly  failed  in  the  performance  of  their 
trust  and  duty.''  One  point  only,  dictated  chiefly 
bj  the  spirit  of  retaliation  and  revenge,  were  the 
copiers  able  to  carfy-^which  was  the  obtain** 
ment  of  an  order  for  bringing;  in  a  bill  to  resume 
ihe  grants  of  all  lands  and  revenues  of  the  crown, 
and  all  pensions  granted  by  the  crown  since  the 
6th  of  February  1685,  being  the  day  king 
James's  accession,  and  for  applying  the  same  td 
the  use  of  the  public.  An  address  founded  upon 
the  resolutions  last  recited  was  presented  to  his 
majesty,  January  the  21sti  1700^  to  which  the 
king  gave  the  fbllo^ng  answer  (3entlemen> 
I  was  not  only  led  by  inclination,  but  thought 
myself  obliged  in  justice,  to  reward  those  who 
had  served  well,  and  particularly  in  the  reduc- 
tion of  Ireland,  out  of  the  estates  forfeited  to  me 
by  the  rebellion  there.  The  long  war  in  which 
we  were  engaged  did  occasion  great  taxe^,  and 
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AM  left  ifae  nsiioii  much  in  debt ;  and  the  taking  BpoK  iv. 
just  and  eflisauai  jcvajs  for  ksKiiiiig  that  debt> 
and  suppoitin^fNiblie  credit,  i»  wbat  in  my  opi- 
nion will  best  contribute  to  the  honour,  ioterest, 
*iid  safetj  of  tbis  JobgdcMB.''   On  Ae  report  of 
4Ub  amwcr  from  Ae  chair,  a  vehement  debate  en- 
dued ;  and  tfae  house  caa^e  at  the  dose  of  H  4o 
the  MioUataon,  .«';tluit  ivlioeter  advised  liit  m- 
jestj  s.answer  to  the  address  of  the  house  has 
Jised  hia  aitmost  endeavour  to  evefte  a  miatinder- 
standing  and  jealousy  between  the  king  and  hi^ 
i)eople/' 

This  teoBs  hiU  ^f  xesnniitiofi,  being  styled  a 
of  Supply,  and  appropriated  to  the  dist  harge 
of  certain  spedfic.debts,  jSlc.  was,  by  an  arbiirary 
mftkm  of .pnrcr  noor  ^wA  too  eomrnoo,  tack-- 
•d.io— or,  ill  the  more  fashionable  phrase,  consoU" 
i0Ud  wkh,  j^ie  huid-tax  bill;  and  in  thatstat^ 
cairied  up  to  theiordn.   -The  forcible  c^i^odiont 
»orlcd  to  h.y  the  commons  1o  ensure  the  passing 
of  .the  hiU^  gaTO  gwat  and  just  umbrage  to  j^e 
peers,  who  -mitured  to  make  several  alterations 
in  the  saine,  not  afiecting  -the  money  clauses, 
iriueh  wme  nevertheless  unanimously  rejected  by 
thp  commons,  's^ho  assigned  in  a  paper  delivered 
to  their  iorddiipa  tbeir  reasons  for  so  doing.  The 
pMsimdueii^  at  a  siibsequent  conference  coun- 
ter-reasons in  support  of  their  amendmeuts,  the 
•Mmittee  of  the  common^  instead  of  makini^ 
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BOOK  TV  any  reply,  siu:nified  thattiteir  •rden  were  to  rc^ 
.  iTUD.   turn  the  biii^  and  leave  it  with  their  lordships. 
This  thi^w  tbe  bouse  into  a  flame :  toMKj  of  tbe 
.peers  seemed  determined  to  reject  the  bill  and 
'.risque  the  eounqueticei.   Oo  the  queitkiii  vfhe^ 
ther  the  house'  Aould  adhere  to  their  lunend- 
tUieiits,  the  couteiiU  were  4:3,  non-contents  b3; 
.nA  the  bill  finally  fmnad,  with  the  suUen  acqui- 
iCscence  of  the  t  ourf,  by  a  majority  of  59  to  34: 
.iroijs^j  accosipaiiied      a.  strong  and  indignant 

The  leaders  of  the  house  of  rommons,  con- 
ceiving the  dppotition  tif  the  iords  to  derive  its 
♦chief  wcig^ht  from  the  chancellor^  moved  by  wajr 
of  intimidation  an  address  to.his  majesty  for  the 
removal  of  John  lord  Soneiainntt  his  pveseuce 
and  councils  for  ever.    Tliis  was  carried  in  the 
jpegative  by  a  great  mayority.    But  a  resolution 
etill  more  obnoxiou»  passed  the  house  at  tlie  same 
timCj  to  address  the  king^  that  no  person  who  was 
not  a  native  of  his  dominions,  the  prince- of  Den- 
mark excepted,  be  admitted  to  his  niajost  y's  coun* 
cils  in  Kng:land  or  Jreland.    But  beibre  this  ad* 
dress  could  be  ])resented,  the  king  came  to  the 
house  of  peers  April  the  11th,  1700;  and,  after 
passing  the  bills  in  readiness,  commaoded  the  earl 
^      of  Bridge  water,  in  the  absence  of  the  chancellor, 
>\ho  was  indisposed,  to  prorogue  the  pailianient, 
vrhich  was  accordingly  dooe  without  a  speech*-* 
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his  majesty  tbinking  there  vas  no  room  for  tbe  book  w. 
usual  ezpreasions  of  satisfaction  or  gratitude;  ^'^^m^ 
and  not  ciioofiiiig  to  give  my  public  proof  of  dis- 
coBtent  or  resentment*. 

In  his  private  dispatches  to  lord  GalwAj,  * 
written  shortly  afier  Uie  rising  of  parliament,  the 
king  says :  "  You  may  judge  what  vexation  all 
their  extraordinary  proceedings  gave  me :  and  I 
««we  you,  your  being  deprived  of  what  I  gave 
•you  with  so  much  pleasure,  is  not  the  least  of  my 

griefs.  There  have  been  so  many  intrigues  in 

this  last  sesaon,  that,  vritbout-having  been  on  the 
spot  and  well  informed  of  every  thing,  it  cannot 
be  conceived.  never  had  more  occasion  than 

♦  The  celebrated  Prior,  at  tliis  time  under  secretary  of  state 
to  lord  Jersey,  in  a  letter  to  the  earl  of  Manchester,  dated 
Februar)'  the  12th,  j;oo,  nys,  To-morrow  is  the  great 
when  we  expect  that  my  lord  cfaanceUor  will  be  ftUen 
«poO|  diongfa  God  knows  what  crime  he  is  guilty  of,  but 
tfaatof  bemga  very  great  man,  and  a  wise  and  upright  judge." 
la  a  SQbteqoent  letter,  dated  April  the  lOth,  hetays,  God 
knows  how  this  business  will  turn,  or  where  this  violence  of 

the  house  or  commons  will  end.  Our  friend"~meaiitiig 

Mr.  Montague—"  has  said  nothing  of  late  in  the  house  of 
•onwKHif.   My  lord  chanceBor  Is  mj  sic*.— Thi»  Is  the 
•brtgitii  our  casfc*   April  the  nth—"  You  see  what  they 
*wUd  ha?e  done  to  my  lord  chancellor,  and  how  du  ke  Schom- 
bcfgand  lord  Portlund  .utfer  hi  their  address  that  strangers 
•hould  not  be  privy  connsdlors.— Upon  the  main,  we  have  life 
six  months  longer,  et  alon  comme  alsfy.— Cou's  Siatg 

mi  i 

i 
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BOOK  IV.  ftt  present  for  persons^ your  capacity  and  fide- 

•1700    \iiy-    1  hope  I  sliall  find  opportunities  to  give 
you  marks  of  my  esteem  and  friendship." 
iKsmiamon     Thc  king,  being  now  fully  i^esoived  at  any  rate  ' 
mat,      to  afl'ect  an  afToiuiuodation  with  the  lories^  in- 
formed lord  ^iiofners  on  his  ^rat  appearance  at 
court  after  recovering  from  his  indispbsttiony  that 
it  seemed  necessary  for  his  service  that  he  should 
jpart  vitfiilie^OBt  seal ;  and  he  -wished  he  would 
make  it  his  own  act.    But  this  thc  lord  chancellor 
with  great  dignity  cefused— Hunce  in  his  circumr 
stances,  lie  said,  a  resignation  inust  be  sup  posed  to 
indicate  I'car  or  fi-uilt.    An  order  mbs  therefore 
fbrmaUy  sent  to  him  by -lord  Jersey,  and  the^eirit 
seal  delivered  up  April  17,  1700.  Tlie  chief  jus- 
tice Holt  and  the  attomey-^eneral  Tre\  or  both 
declining  the  acceptance  of  it,  sir  Nathan  Wright, 
a  man  in  no  i  espcct  equal  to  that  exalted  station^ 
and  wich  less  to  the  illustrious  personage  who« 
'he  sttcceeded,  was  appointed  lord  keeper.  The 
dismission  of  lord  Somers  was  immediately  fol- 
lowed by  tlie  resignation  of  thc  duke  of  Shrews- 
bury, the  last  of  the  great  wliig  ministers.  The 
earl  of  Jeisey  took  tiie  jkey  of  chamberlain*  and 
Mr.  Vernon  officiated  pro  tempore  as  secretary  a€ 
state  for  both  departments. 
Aifinnof      The  spirit  of  national  resentment  andanimo- 
scodMid.  gity  in  Scotland  seemed  still  to  rage  with  unabat*- 
ed,  or  ratlicr  with  increasing,  violcuce.    In  the 
mouth  of  December^  i099>  the  council  genersil 
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of  the  company  wrote  to  lord  Seafield,  "that  book  IV^ 
thejr  had  prevailed  oa  lord  Basil  {ianttiUaa  to^gCb  ijg^ 
u^^to  Lendon  with  an  address  to  fai»majesty  ia  be-- 
bair  ot'  those  meu  who  were  coiiiiAk'ci  at  Caitlia-. 
geoa;  atid  they  requested  that.  tho.  se<uPi$tarj. 
woidd  iatroduce  lord  Basil  to  the  Icings  ^d  assist 
ia  obtaining  a  gracioiki  auswcr."    Jjord  ScaiieUV 
ApUed,    tbatbis  miyestjr  did  not  ^efuie  ^  pe- 
tiiioiij  bttt  could  not  allow  lord  Basil  io  be  tlie, 
jM'esenter  ol'  it — that  nobiemau  uot  bating  >ct 
omud  bis  raigostj's  government    In,  a  sbori. 

time  oflicial  lioticc  was  given  to  the  privy  coimtilf 
of  Scotland^     that  his  majesty,  though  he  hadi 
lefiised  access  to  lord  Basil  Haiiii}toD>  was  re- 
solved to  deinajid  the  releasement  of  the  prisoners- 
at  Cartbageaa  from  the  Spanish  court.  And  that 
it  was  bis  majesty's  intention  to  advance  the  trade 
of  Scotland,  and  to  allow  the  subjects  oi'  that 
kingdom  tbe  same  liberty  of  commerce  that  others 
enjoyed  with  the  English  plantations."    The  <li* 
rectors  of  the  company  wrote  a  becoxul  letter  to 
lord  Seafield,    expressing;  their  deep  regret  that 
lord  liasil  should  be  refused  access  to  the  king — • 
lie  being  perfectly  versed  in  the  state  of  thoir  alp 
bin,  and  provided  with  ample  instructions  con*   .  ^ 
ceming  thciiu — adding,  that  they  ue\er  heard  his  *  •  ' 
loidshi p  had  done  any  thing  iaeons^tcut  w  it  h  the 
(iuu  lif  a  loyal  and  pearcablo  *  subject."  The 
king,  bo^^vcr,  persisted  ia     r^^^oiuliou  not  to 
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BOOK  IV  admit  lord  Basil  into  bis  presence ;  and  bis  lord- 
lyoo:   dup  shewed  equal  perseyerance  iatbe  prosecu«' 
tion  <»f  his  sait.    On  bis  actually  offering:  a  me* 
morial  to  his  msyesty  on  passing  to  the  council^ 
diamber^  aftd'  atCeraptiog  to  address  him  on  the 
subject,  the  king,  with  some  marks  of  irritaliou 
and  reseutment^  repressed  his  importunity.  Upon 
which  lord  Basil  with  a  resolute  air  and  tone  of 
voice  exclaimed,  "  I  have  a  right  to  be  heard, 
and  I  will -be  heard  I"   The  king,  turning  to  the 
nobles  around  him,  said,    This  youn^  man  is  too- 
bold,  if  any  man  can  be  too  bold  in  the  cause  of 
his  country/' 

In  the  month  of  March  1 700,  the  marquis  of 
Tweeddale  presented  an  address  in  the  name  of 
the  Scottish  nation,  signed  by  an  innumerable 
multitude,  petitioning  and  almost  iusisting;  upon 
"  a  speedy  session  of  parliament,  in  order  that 
the  Indian  and  African  company  of  Scotland 
might  be  enabled  to  prosecute  their  undertakiug 
with  greater  assurance  and  better  success  than 
thev  had  hitlicrto  beei>  able  to  do.**    In  answer 
to  which,  tlie  king  epgaged  that  the  session 
should  not  be  postponed  beyond  the  month  of 
s^'M^nof  Maj'.    And  on  the  ^Ist  of  that  month,  the  par- 
M!ly^*°^liament  was  accordingly  opened  bytliedukeof 
* '       Q  ueensberry ,  lord  h  i  gh  commissioner,  with  a  most 
gracious  from  his  majestv,  asserting  hia 

foyal  intention  to  have  held  tlie  session  in  person^ 
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lud  the  state  of  afiaifSia)wo&d  permitted  /  and  ex-'  bopk  vr^ 
pnmmg  liis  retj  gt'eaticooccm  at  tba  muM'tinies.  i7oo» 
and  losses  the  nation  liad  sustained  in  their  trade; 
and  promtisiiig  to  ci^A$«ir  in.aay  meaaurea  calcu- 
lated to  proniQ(le^^ii4*eaemragc  it'  Aiii  the 
lord  coiuniissioQer,  in  hh  speech,  assured  the  par-  • 
liaueii^  that  he  knew  iitarii»ajetty 'a  mind  to  be  «o 
ikrarMy  dk^oKd,  ibat  there- was  a  eertaidty  of 
obtaiuiug  any  thing  thai  could  be  in  reason  asked, 
on  hk  head.    But  theapr  Miothu^  deckfatifH^i 
seemed  to  produce  little  efi*ect.    In  a  short  time> 
a  strong  and  inflammator j  r^woustrance  w  as  pre- 
mied  firom  the  X)a«ic#  company^  reciting  all  the^ 
losses,  disappoiutnieuts,  and  hardships  they  had. 

sustained*  This  Wii9  followed  by  petitions  andr 
addreseea  of  the  same  kind  from  all  parts  of  tho- 
kingdom.  And  a  rciolutiou  beiugmoyed^  "  that- 
the  colony  of  Cialedonia  in  Darien  was  a  legal* 
and  rightfiil  settlement,  in  the  terms  of  the  act  o£ 
parliaiueut  of  ^ii^d ;  and  that  the  parliaiucut 
vould  auMBtain  and  support  the  8§me ; "  the  cwor 
mis?iouer,  to  avoid  the  consequence  of  such  a 
vote,  immediately  adjourned  the  pai'liamt^ut  for 
three  days,  Botali  hi&ondeavours  in  that  uiter<* 
val  to  extingui^h^  or  ^veu  to  luoderate,  the  iiaine 
which  nged  so  fiercely,  wera  iaeffe4^tual.  The- 
parhamoBt  met  a|raio  inthf  ssone  ^^nnent,  aod 
with  th(^.  same  disposition  as  before — 6o  that  his 
grac^  Wftf  i:9inpftUed,  by  4.  dangerouf  iiiid  inyi* 
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BOOK  TV.  dious  exercise  of  the  prerogative,  tb  adjourn 
^^SS^  them  for  twenty  dsjrs  noie;   This  «tep  the  liNrd 
commisiimercondiMCeiidtd  toA^ologise  for,  ift  a 
plausible  and  popular  speech,  id  which  he  de* 
daredi    that  as  he  vm  avar  inH  and  Ikithful  to 

his  king;,  go  he  was  ever  zealous  for  the  honofrr 
and  interest  of  his  countrj ;  and  that  he  had 
lioped  at  tbii  tine  to  do  aecaplabia  eetnriei^  to 
both.-^He  told  them,  that  he  had  power  and  in- 
itniGtions  for  every  thing  that  appear^  necessaiy 
Or  convenient  for  the  p^od  and  a^rantac^e  bf  the 
nation^  as  to  thrir  religion,  property,  liberty, 
tode ;  and  particularly  wkaC  eould  be  of  most 
solid  use  to  the  African  and  Indian  company. 
But  several  things  having  occurred  wherein  he 
fbnnd  himielf  obliged  to  consult  hw  maje^y,  ho 
was  under  the  necci>sity  of  adjourning  parliament 
ibr  some  days."  But  in  4he  present  paroxysm  of 
enthusiasm,  all  ihese  arts  of  cone  illation  were 
Violent  vain.  Tlie  majority  of  the  members  met  that 
ingf,  of  that  very  evening,  and  Iframed  an  address  to  the  king  in 
a  high  strain,  rather  besiri:;;int^  than  beseech- 
ing" the  tbroner--and  demonding  timt  parliament 
sfaonM  meet  on  the  day  to  wbicli  it -was  then  ad- 
journed, and  to  sit  as  long  as  mi.^ht  be  necessary 
for  redressing  the  grievances  of  the  nation.  This 
was  preserttcd  tothe  kinj?  br  lord  Ross.  Jnne  1  Ith, 
1700,  at  the  Jicad  of  a  deputation  appointed  for 
tbat  ()urpose:  and  they,  receiyed  for  answer^ 
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that  they  should  know  liis  intentions  in  Scot«  book  nr* 
IwcL"    la  tlie.iiitefvaU  Uie  parliftoieiii  httd  beea  ^^^nooT* 
agabi  adf^^>'^  ^.V  prochnnailioB,  en  whieh  great 
tuiuLiiis  had  cn:>ucd  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh  ;  and 
tbe  maliTWMtant  mnahgrs  talked  ef  ut4ii^  by  force. 
Tht  hMtsl  kuignage  ynfMM  unreaervedly  used ;  the 
oattoo  was  said  to  be  out  of  the  piotection  of  the 
emvnt'^ud,  if  another  emnrentiabbadi'bem  in 
this  crisis  called,  there  was  reason  to  believe  that 
the  tliTMe  wouil  have  beeu  a  second  lime  dedar* 

Justly  alarmed  at  this  state  of  things^  the  king 
atksi  wrote  (JuljSfi)  to  ibelerd  cemmiiBieQar 
»  remarkable  letter,  afterwards  published  by  au^ 
thoritj^  in  which  he  declared^  that  if  it  had 
been  pomble  fiur  bim  t4  have  agreed  to  the  rewlve  dentbTflC 
oiieied  to  as:ert  the  right  of  the  African  com- 
jMiny,  be  had  readily  done  it  for  the  satiafactiM 
of  his  people— That  be  was  truly  terry  for  tbe  Ha* 
tion'^  iosSj  and  most  willing  to  concur  \\ith  his 
perliament  in  every  thing  that  could  be  reason- 
My  expected  of  him,  for  aiding  and  support  ing 
their  intercuts — and  for  dcmoustjfatiog  hii. hearty 
indinationa  to  advance  the  wealth  wad  prosperity 
of  that  his  majesty's  ancient  kingdon: — That  he 
was  consent  this  dedaraiiou  would  be  satisfying 
to  all  crv>od  men,  who  wotdd  certainly  be  ear^i 
both  of  their  own  preservation  and  of  the  honour 
and  interest  of  the  government^  and  not  sdbt 
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wooK  IV.  themselves  to  be  misled,  nor  to  give  advantage^ 
1700.  to  enemies  and  ill-designing  p^Mms  teadj  to 
catch  hold  of  any  opportunity,  as  their  practices 
did  too  nuSnifestly  witness." — ^This  dedaration 
produced  a  sensible  effect  upon  the  minds  of  all' 
who  were  car  able  of  reflection  :  and  though  a 
secalVid  violent  national  address  was  signed  and 
presented,  the  parliament  had  met  befete  that 
period^  and  the  king  wisely  referred  it  to  their 
coniideratiiin.  The  king's  letter  to  the  parliament^' 
at  the  re-commencement  of  the  session,  was  con«> 
Gcived  in  the  softest  and  most  iusiaiiatiog  terms, 
engaging  to  give  the  royal  assent  to  all  such  bills' 
as  should  be  offered  to  him  for  the  better  cstab- 
•lishment  and  security  of  the  religion^  liberty*  and 
commerce  of  the  nation^  so  that  nothing  shoold  be 
wanting  on  his  part  to  make  his  people  couteuted 
and  happy. 

Another  warm  and  angry  representation  was 
nevertheless  presented  from  the  Darieu  company, 
the  very  first  day  of  the  renewed  session,  which 
was  immediately  followed  by  the  second  national 
address.  But  the  storm  now  began  visibly  to 
abate,  and  the  salutary  eflects  of  the  wise  and 
conciliatory  policy  of  the  court  were  strikingly 
manifested.  The  parliament  saw  that  the  loss  the 
nation  had  sustained,  however  great,  was  irretrie- 
vable. They  could  not  but  perceive  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  the  king's  situation ;  and  if  bis 
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cimdttct  was  not  wholly  to  be  Tindicated^  it  doubt-  book  iv. 
less  elftimed  the  moit  candid  eonstruction^  and  ad-  |70(L 

milted  of  the  greatest  palliation.    What  better 
could  be  done  than,  forgetting  the  past,  to  em* 
brace  and  improve  the  present  favorable  disposi- 
tion of  the  court  to  enact  laws  and  establish  regu- 
lations sucb  as  Ae  state  of  the  kingdom  required*— 
such  as  were  most  coiuiucive  to  the  permanent 
wel&re  and  prosperity  of  the  couutrj  ?  These 
pdblic  considerations,  corroborated  no  doubt  bj 
others  of  a  more  private  nature,  happily  prevail- 
ed.  The  indignant  humour  of  the  parliament 
and  even  of  the  nation  gradually  sidMndcd  :  and 
when  the  great  question  of  supplies  came  under 
discussion,  Jammry  81,  1701,  a  loyal  and  checr- 
ful  vote  passed,     that,  in  consideration  of  their 
great  deliverance  by  his  maje8ty>  and  tbat^  next 
under  Con,  their  safety  and  happiness  depended 
wholly  outhe  preservation  of  his  majesty's  person 
and  the  security  of  his  government,  they  would 
stand  l)V  and  support  both  his  majesty  and  his 
government  to  the  utmost  of  their  power ;  and 
and  maintain  such  ibrces  as  shonM  be  requisite 
for  those  ends."    To  sum  up  the  Avhole,  this  fac*  Caim  and 
tious  and  tucbuleat  session  had  a  calm  aud  peacc^  cioseof  th« 
fill  close ;  and  the  lord  commissioner,  after  the 
rising  of  parliament,  was  honoured  by  an  high 
and,  to  a  native  of  Scotland,,  unusual  compli- 
meut,  with  tlic  order  of  the  garter,  and  the  earl 
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BOOK  IV.  of  Argyle  with  a  dukedom ;  in  adoiawkdgBieiit 
1700.   of  the  emment  aerviees  perfoitned  bj  them  in  the 

course  of  this  arduous  business. 
v^nhlm  I^is  i^vnecessary  toadrertto  thestateof  a£- 
Zuope.  fain  in  the  northern  kin^omi  of  Europe,  where^ 
about  this  time>  very  striking  scenes  be^an  to  un- 
fold tfaemsehres,  of  k«  moment  indeed  to  Eng- 
land than  those  of  the  south,  but  by  no  means 
nncoanected  with  her  notional  and  political  in- 
Irrefts. 

•  Christiern  V.  king  of  Denmark  had  departed 
this  life  about  the  close  of  the  preceding  smnmer 
( 1699),  and  wttsuceeeded  by  his  son  Frederic  IV. 
whou  with  the  aspiring  views  common  to  princes, 
immediately  conceived^  and  was  impatient  to 
carry  into  execution,  great  and  esctensive  views  of 
C9oafe<!er.  aggrandisement.  Finding  a  perfect  concurrence 
^  sentiment  in  all  the  powers  bordering  on  the 
southern  shores  of  the  l^allu  a  grand  confede- 
racy was  formed,  of  which  the  czar  of  Muscovy, 
the  kings  of  Poland  and  Denmark,  and  the  elec* 
tor  of  Brandeubuar,  were  the  high  contracting 
parties,  and  which  had  for  its  object  a  joint  and 
general  attack  upon  the  kingdom  of  Sweden,  then 
under  the  government  of  Charles  Xil.  a  youth 
of  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  whose  great  and 
lirroic  qualities  were  as  vet  unknown  to  tlic 
world,  and  probably  even  to  himself.  According 
to  the  plan  concerted  by  the  confederate  {lowers^ 
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Sweden  was  to  be  assailed^  at  one  and  the  lame^boK  tt. 

time,  in  Holstein  by  the  king  of  Denmark,  in  wes-  ijoo. 
tera  Pomerania  by  tbe  elector  of  Brandenburg, 
ia  Livonia  the  king  of  Poland,  and  in  Ingria 
and  the  provinces  lying  eastward  of  the  gulph  of 
Fmlaad  by  the  czar  of  Mutcovy.  Hobtein  was 
Slot  'indeed  a  iNHm-nce  of  Sweden,  b«t  tbe  duke  of 
Hoisteiii  had  married  the  eldest  sister  of  tbe  king 
of  Sweden,  and  was  united  in  the  closest  bonds  of 
alliance  an  J  friendship  with  that  monarch.  On 
pretences  too  futile  to  enumerate,  the  king  of  Den- 
nark  stored  the  territories  of  tho  duke,  and  laitf 
close  siege  to  Toninghen, 

Dm  long  of  Sweden  had  not  been  inattentiye 
4othe  dangen  whidi  Areatened  Um.  In  tbe 
month  of  January  this  year  (1700)  he  had  con- 
cluded n  taeaty  with  the  maritime  powers,  iq 
which  the  contracting  parties  engaged  for  there- 
^procal  guarantee  of  each  other's  dominions: 
4H9d  the  king  of  England  tesolved  tn  maintain, 
-by  the  most  vigorous  measures,  tbe  dignity  of  his 
xlmracter  as  Ae  general  guardian  and  mediator  of 
JS«9ope«  The  king  of  Oenmark,  knowag  dm 
situation  of  affairs  in  Oreat  Britain,  was  indis* 
lefeet  eoou^  publicly  io  say,  ''that  mb^  the 
4cing  of  England  was  at  variance  with  bis  par lia* 
anont,  he  would  be  able  to  do  butlfttlp  in  Ei^ 
"  Uns  being  reported  to  king  WiUaaai, 
tl^at.  monarch  obs^ved  to  the  mar^qui^de  Foret« 
1 
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-BOOK  IV.  a  Saxon  nobleman  attached  to  the  Danisli  court 
1700.   — "  that  he  would  make  Deiunark  kuow  he  was 

■ 

still  able  to  do  flomething  in  Europe.  **  A  formi- 

dable  fleet  was  iininodiatelj'  equipped  both  in  tiie 
English  and  Dutch  ports:  and  in  July  1700  sir 
George  Rooke,  who  was  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand^ arrived  in  the  Sound — aud  beiog  soon  after 
Joined  by  the  Swedes,  the  comhinedisquadrons 
consisted  of  no  less  than  fift  v-two  ships  of  the  line 
of  battle.  The  Danish  fleet  unable  to  resist  so 
great  a  force,  r^ired  within  the  harbour  of  Co- 
penhagen ;  and  that  metropolis  was  subjected  to 
the  insult  of  a  slight  bombardflient 

The  princes  of  Lnnenburg,  acting  in  concert 
.with  £nc;land  and  Holland^ at  the  same  time  pass- 
ed the  Elbe  with  a  large  body  of  troops,  and, 
joiuigg  the  Swedish  and  ducal  army,  obliged  the 
•Danes  to  raise  the  siege  of  Toninghen.  The 
Jung  of  Denmark  now  declared  his  willingness  ta 
.accept  the  mediation  of  the  maritime  powers  in 
.coigunction  with  France^  and  requested  the  finp- 
•  lish  admiral  to  desist  from  all  farther  hostile  ope- 
rations.   But  sir  George  Rooke  replied^  that» 
•though  to  effect  a  permaneat  accommodation  was 
•the  .great  object  of  bis  expedition,  be  had  no 
•^power  to  agree  to  any  temporaiy  cessation.  la 
4he  beginning  of  August  the  king  of  Sweden 
landed  in  person  on  the  isle  of  Zealand,  and  pre- 
^piacaUoAS  b^au  to.  be  s^  iQualy  made  for  the  ^ifiip 
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mauder  not  displaviuc:  all  the  alacrity  which  the  itoo. 
io^alkoce  ef  she  king  of  Sweden  thougbt  Ibi^  oc- 
CMOB  called  for,  toiiie  wann  expoftulalioiis  m 
nid  to  have  falleu  from  the  lips  of  that  monarch— - 
to  whkk  sir  Geoige  Rooke  cooUj  replied,  *^  I  was 
icalliere  to  terte  jour  majesty,  notto  ruiiitlia 
Jung  of  Denmark." 

Uia  Danisb  nuucttjr  vas  oaw  sufficientij  bamt-  l^f^ 
bled  to  accept  the  mediation  of  the  maritime  dahL 
fomta  wiUiout  the  concurreiice  of  France— and 
atiaaty  of  peacewaa  signed undar their gnaran- 
tee,  at  a  house  of  the  duke  of  Holsicin^  called 
TmmdahL  in  the  neighbourhood  of  both  en|it» 
Angort  IStku  1700^  on  the  principle  of  mutual 
restitution — ^the  kiug  of  Denmark  paying  to  the 
dnke  of  Uolitem  260,000  rix-doUaii  for  the 
charire  of  the  war.    The  fleets  of  England  and 
HftUap^  did  not  leave  the  Baltic  till  the  Swedish 
arauea  had  reached  in  tafety  their  native  thoief. 
They  then  returned  in  triumph  from  this  memor^ 
able  expedition,  which  eniitled  the  king  of  £ng» 
land,  beyond  all  dispute,  to  the  glorious  appella- 
tions  of  pacificator  and  arbiter  of  the  north*. 


♦  Bishop  Brrnft  assurps  ns,  upon  authority  the  mcst 
imqaettiooable,  ihat  the  baron  de  Plesse,  confidential  m\^- 
flHter  to  the  kiiig  of  Demnsik,  not  cboosiiig,  at  th* 
■rmiinn  af  €at  new  kiq^  «>  og^se-  in  what  the  iiifk- 
flw  /aUwtn  «f  lbs  csoct  no  doabi  i^kd  *•  r  jatt  'saA 
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90OK  nr.    An  eieot  happened  in  the  course  of  thiscuillF* 
X7W'   mer  which  excited  great  and  umvienftl  ooncertf. 

Se^kfof        duke  of  Glocester,  only  son  of  the  prince 
giorrittr.  mg^}  pniicess  of  Deainark^  a  youth  of  promkiii|^ 
hopes,  had  coinj)Ioled  his  eleventh  year  on  the 
£4th  of  July  llQi),  on  which  occasioa  a  gala  had 
huen  celebrated  at  Windsor.    In  consequence  it 
was  thought  of  being  over-h rated  with  dancing, 
lie  was  seized  the  next  day  wttha  malignant  fever, 
&r  which  cordials  were  prescribed  by  tlie  pbysi^ 
ctans>  apparently  with  no  other  cfleet  tlian  to  iii- 
4&me  the  disorder :  and  on  iht  SOih  of  4ha4 
month  he  expired  at  midnight,  to  the  inexpressi- 
.ble  grief  of  his  parents,  being  tho  only  surviving 
child -of  a  very  lai^  family.  On  this  melancfaoly 
catastrophe,  the  eyes  of  the  nation  were  turned  to 
fkiphsa,  electress  dowager  of  Hanover,  youngest 
•daughter  to  the  queen  of  Bohemia,  and  grands- 
daughter  of  king  Jaines  I.    This  princess  was 
already  by  implication  next  in  succession  to  the 
-crown,  after  the  princess  of  Denmark ;  the  ca- 
-iholic  ItfAnches  of  the  royal  family  boing  eic- 

necessary  war,"  voluntarily  resigned  his  empioymcnts — 
u  hlch  he  had  filled  with  great  ability  and  reputation.  The 
.bishop  a|;^Ics  him  "  one  of  the  ablest  apd  worthiest  i«ea  he 
cv^  Jw/  l)ut  vhafi  (hi|^  vere  takii^  another  course^ 
jukd  Jtbe  path  of  jectitude  was  to-be  abandoned,  he  s  h  e  u  eel ,  by 
an  illustriQus  /^xaaiple,  that     the  jo§t  of  hu^oifi  was  a  pu- 
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eluded  bv  act  of  parliament.    The  electress,  on  book  it, 
leeeiving  this  inteUigeoce^  immediately  repaired  i7oo« 
to  the  Hague,  in  older  to  eonfisr  witih  the  king 
on  the  measures  necessary  for  the  present  security, 
aadevenUud  ertaWiahment  of  the  protestantmic- 
cetrioB  h  the  hoo«e  of  Brmswick. 

The  second  treaty  of  partition,  which  the  king 
was  famly  anxious  to  conceal,  was  by  this  tim^ 
fl^nerally  known  throughout  the  kingdom,  and 
almost  as  generally  coudemoed.  It  was  said,  that 
so  naporCant  an  aflUr  cnight  not  to  have  been  cta« 
eluded  without  the  advice  of  parliament — ^that  it 
was  a  Yiolation  of  faith,  as-  contrary  to  the  con* 
dkions  of  tbe  league  of  Augsburg— Aal  unless 
concerted  with  the  king  of  Spain,  it  was  unjust  in 
Ae  contrivance  and  haaardous  in  the  ezectttio»-« 
that  die  terms  granted  to  France  were  prejudicial 
to  the  interests  of  this  country^  and  destrucT 
tive  t#  the  balance  of  power ;  as  the  po|Mssion»  ^ 
of  Naples  and  the  Tuscan  ports  must  subject 
Italy  to  their  yoke,  whilst  the  cession  of  Gui* 
poKon  afforded  them  an  inlet  into  the  heart  of 

Spain. 

The  almost  ei^tinguished  hopes  of  the  Jaco-  ^>^<>7  of 
biles  revived  at  the  political  discontents  of  tlie>^5^* 

.         .  mainf  i> 

nation,  taken  in  connection  with  the  death  oi  the 
diAeof  Glocester.  And  Mr.  Graham,  brother 
to  lord  Preston,  was  dispatched  to  St.  Germaine's 
with  a  proposal  to  settle  the  crown  by  act  of  par* 

VOL.  II.  F  ' 
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BOOK  IV.  liament  on  the  pretended  prine^  of  Watet ;  and 
1700*    an  assurance  that  the  king  would  not  be  support- 
ed in  the  execution  of  the  partition  treaty.  But 

the  court  of  St.  Gemini iie's,  as  the  earl  of  Man- 
chester asserts  in  his  dispatches^  would-  never 
listen  to  any  proposition  which  irapUOated  a 
change  of  religion  in  the  prince  ; — the  king  and 
queen  having  declared  they  would  rather  see  him 
in  his  grave. 

indec;Mve  Thc  conduct  of  tlic  couTt  of  Versailles,  since 
dw^Empe'^  the  conclusion  of  the  second  treaty  of  partilkin, 
""^  had  been  in  the  hiij  liest  (lejiTce  artful  and  insi- 
dious ;  whilst  that  of  the  imperial  court  was  in 
the  same  proportion  weak  and  irreeolule.  The 
emperor  persisted  in  refusing  to  accede  to  the 
treaty  of  Loo,  though  no  vigorous  or  efieotual 
steps  were  taken  to  ensure  the  succession  to  the 
archduke^  aicainst  the  formidable  combination  of 
France  and  the  maritime  povrm.  The  grand 
dependanee  of  the  court  of  Vienna/*  as  M.  de 
Viiiais  informs  us,  was  upon  what  they  wcic 
pleased  to  call  *  the  miracle  of  the  house  of  Aus- 
tria;' and  a  multitude  of  examples  were  cited 
concerning  that  august  house,  vrliich,  when  ap- 
parently ready  to  fldl,  had  raised  itself,  after  be- 
ing lost  to  all  hopes."  It  was  not  that  men  of 
genius  and  talents  were  venting,  but  the  reign- 
in*2;  monardi  had  not  the  faculty  of  discerning 
them.    The  count  de  Jcrguer,  iu  particular^  der 
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blared  "  that  he  had  assuredly  a  very  stroiig  be-  ^^[^^^^J^'- 
lief  of  paU  nuracles,  but  that,  as  to  present  ones,  i7oo. 
be  was  altogether  sceptical.  That  he  looked 
upon  the  king  of  Spain  as  dead  ;  and  that  their 
molutions  ought  to  be  as  decisive  as  (if  they  ex- 
pected to  receive  the  news  of  it  to-morrow.  He 
regarded  all  compromise  as  impracticable ;  and  it 
was  his  opinion  that  they  ought  to  prepare  for 
war."  But  the  imperial  court  still  continued  to 
hesitate  and  temporize^  and  by  a  policy  neither 
warlike  nor  pacific  she  fi[»rfeited  the  advantages 
of  both. 

In  the '  mean  time  the  marquis  of  Ilarcourt  pJ^V^i^^ 
continued  his  mtrifrues  at  Madrid  with  the  snreat-  fra?<'^-  , 
est  address  and  assiduity.    He  had  entirely  icaia-  ^ 

o  court  at 

ed  over  to  the  interest  of  France  the  major  part  Madrid. 

of  the  Spanish  nobles^  who  were  persuaded  that  . 
France  was  the  only  power  wliich  could  pre- 
serve the  Spanish  monarchy  from  dismemb^- 
mentj  which  of  all  Ihini^  the  Spanisli  pride 
most  dreaded.  The  queen  of  Spain,  aunt  to  the 
archduke,  who  had  hitherto  been  most  zealous 
in  the  cause  of  the  house  of  Austria,  beg»n  to 
perceive  thai  she  was  striving  iu'vain  against  tho 
current.  The  council  of  Spaia^  with  the  single 
exception,  of  the  count  d'Acquilar^  had  resolvedy 
that  the  best  advice  they  could  give  his  majes- 
ty was,  to  declare  a  prince  of  Fiance  to  be  hi, 
successor."'    The  queen  knew  her  unpopularity 
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BOOK  IV.  both  with  the  nobles  and  the  nation  at  large — 
I7D0.  her  violent  and  rapaeians  conduct  had  alienated 
tlie  hearts  of  all  from  the  Grermans — and  fearing 
that  France  would  be  ultimately  successful  in 
spite  of  all  the  opposition  she  was  able  to  raise^ 
it  appeared  time  to  consult  her  own  interest  and 
safety  by  a  reconciliation  witli  the  predominant 


The  kin<^  of  Spain  was  now  drawing  apace  to 
the  close  of  his  miserable  life :  and  the  reflection 
that  a  prince  of  the  Austrian  lime  must  owe  his 
chief  support  to  heretics^  was  thought  much  to 
affect  his  weak  and  superstitious  mind.  Cardinal 
V  Porto-Carrero,  for  the  repose  of  the  king's  con- 
science^^advised  him  to  consult  the  pope  on  this 
momentous  point  of  regulating  the  succession. 
Innocent  \\\.  who  was  lirnily  attaclied  to 
France^  after  taking  the  opinion  of  a  college  of 
cardinals,  determined  against  the  YaKdity  of 
queen  Maria  Teresa's  renunciation,  as  being 

founded  on  compulsion,  and  contrary  to  the 
ftindamental  laws  of  the  Spanish  monarchy ;  and 
exhorted  his  catholic  majesty  to  make  his  will  in  , 
favor  of  one  of  the  French  king's  grandsons,  by  i 
which  he  would  eflfectually  contribute  to  the  pro- 
pa2:a<ion  of  the  faith  and  the  repose  of  Cliristen- 
dom*."  As  soon  as  this  infallible  decision  was 

*  The  letter  of  die  pope  to  the  king  of  Spain  was  dated 
July  iQih,  1700.   **  The  Pontiff  treated  this  royal  ewe  of  \ 
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prociired,  the  cardinal  of  Toledo  redoubled  his  book  iv. 
efforts  to  persuade  the  dying  prince  to  act  in  '"kooT' 
conformity  to  it.  And  haTin^  at  length  fixed  the 
ifftTering  diaposition  of  his  sovereign,  a  new  tes- 
tamentary arrangement  toqk  piace^  dated  Octo* 
bcr  2d,  1700 ;  by  which  the  monarchy  of  Spain, 
whh  all  its  dependencies  in  tlie  four  quarters  of 
the  globe,  were  left  to  the  duke  of  Anjou^  second 
•on  of  the  dauphin ;  and  in  defiiult  of  issue  to  his 
hrotfier  the  duke  of  Berri,  and  next  to  the  arch- 
duke Charles.  As  the  hut  extreme  of  even  regal 
hnbecility  and  folly,  it  desenes  mention,  that 
among  other  forfeitures  of  the  crown^  specified 
in  the  will  of  the  king  of  Spain^  as  conditions 
unposed  upon  his  successors,  is  the  denial  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  immaculate  conception  of  the 
Viigin  Mary. 

Although  nature  appeared  wholly  exhausted.  Demise  of 
and  the  art  of  medicine  could  no  longer  affi>rd  s^^^^' 
the  tmallest  relief,  the  king  lingered  a  few  weeks 
after  signing  this  new  will ;  aud  breathed  his  kst 
on  the  1st  of  November  1700.  An  express  being' 
dispatched  to  the  court  of  France  with  the  intel- 
ligence of  this  important  event,  a  council  was 
immediately  heU,  consisting  of  the  king  in  per- 

(onscience"  according  to  tlic  remark  of  M.  VolUire  ''ss  an 
affair  of  state  j  whilst  on  the  other  hand  the  king  of  Spun 

<r«ted  this  gieat  affair  of  state  as  a  mere  m  ^omfci^  ' 
BMn  GemnU,  mI.  ?•  p.  a^. 
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BOOK  IV.  son,  the  dauphin,  M.  Pontchartrain,  chancellor 
1/00.    of  France,  the  due  dc  Bcauviliiers,  president  of 
the  finances,  and  M.  Torcy,  secretary  of  state. 
*    The  kinsT  affected  irresolution  as  to  the  accept- 
ance of  the  >vill.  The  marquis  de  Torcy,  as  ap- 
pears in  his  Memoirs,  spoke  ably  in  favour  of 
that  measure.    The  due  de  Beanvilliers,  on  the 
contrary,  recommended  a  strict  adherence  to  the 
treaty.    The  chancellor,  after  recapitulating  the 
arguments  on  both  side?,  aiul  apparently  yieklin£r 
to  those  of  the  duke,  declared  himself  finally 
unable  to  deride.    The  daiipbin,  in  a  few  w  ords, 
professed  that  the  honour  of  France  would  be 
Tnh?<'r*  sacrificed  in  refusing  the  bequest."   The  king  at 
o  nd  I  rc;i.  lenti;tb  yielded  ;  and  sending  for  the  duke  of  An- 
tttion  hy  jou,  \\e  said  to  bim  in  the  presence  of  the  marr 
quis  des  Rios,     Sir,  the  king  of  Spain  has  made 
you  king.    The  grandees  demand  you,  the  peo- 
ple wish  for  you,  and  I  give  my  consent.  Render 
yourself  worthy  of  the  throne  you  are  going  to 
mount."    The  dauphin  triumphantly  declared, 
that  it  should  be  bis  glory  to  say,  "the king  uiy 
father,  and  the  king  my  son."    All  the  princcsof 
the  blood  came  to  congratulate  the  new  sovereign, 
whQ  set  out  early  in  December  (1700),  accomp- 
anied by  his  two  brotlicrs,  to  take  possession  of 
I ' '  oUticai.      kingdom.    On  parting,  the  king  of  Francf 
Qu  li^w.    exclaimed,  "  II  n'y  a  plus  de  Pyrenees 

in  the  dispatch  written  on  thi^  eyeat  by 
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earl  of  Manchester  to  the  earl  of  Jersey,  the  am-  book  iv, 
bamdor  najs,  that  M.  de  Torcy  iDforaied  bim>  i700i 
ibe  king  of  France  bad  well  considered  the  oc- 
t*a.sion  and  intent  of  the  late  treaty  with  England, 
ivhich  vmd  to  prevent  a  war  in  Europe ;  that  the 
i^fusal  of  tbe  emperor  to  acbede  to  the  treaty, 
and  the  discontents  that  had  arisen  in  England 
and  Holland  in  coMequence  of  it,  had  conyinced 
the  king  his  nuistcr  of  the  necessity  of  accepting 
the  will  of  the  king,  of  Spain  in  favour  of  the 
doke  of  Anjou ;  that  ft  was  certain  tbe  treaty 
was  more  advantageous  to  France,  and  was  what 
tbe  kii^  vfished ;  but  that,  in  order  to  carry  it 
into  execution,  whole  kingdoms  must  «be  con*  / 
quered' — the  Spaniards  being  resolved  not  to 
sufibr  the  dismemberment  of  the  monarcby.— 
Finally,  that  the  king  of  France  hoped  that  the 
strength  of  these  reasons  would  so  iar  .prevail 
with  the  king  of  England,  that  there  migbt  still 
be  the  same  good  understanding  as  ever,  which 
was  so  necessary  for  the  good  and  quiet  of  Eu- 
ro pe'*  To  this  urgent  dispatch,  in  which  the 
ambassador  requested  decisive  instructions  in 
what  nuHiner  to  act,  an  answer  was  returned  by 
secretary  Yoruoii,  coldly  expressing,  "  that  the 
king  must  be  allowed  to  consider  what  might  be 
Ae  c<Nnequence  of  so  sudden  a  change,  and  to 
learn  the  sentiments  of  other  princes  and  states 
who  are  equally  concerned  in  the  preservation 
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BOOK  IV.  of  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe/'    But  bj 
1700.   Hhb  OMNiarch's  letters  to  the  grand  pennooaiy 
Heinsius  at  this  period^  it  appears  that  he  was 
affected  with  the  deepest  chagrin  and  reseatment 
at  the  recent  condlict  of  France.      I  doubt  not, 
says  he  (Nov.  16)  but  this  unheard-of  proceed- 
ing of  France  will  surprise  you  as  much  as  it  did 
me.    I  never  relied  much  on  engagements  with 
France^  but  I  must  confess  I  did  not  think  they 
would  on  this  occasion  have  broken  in  the  face 
of  the  whole  world  a  solemn  treaty^  before  it  was 
well  accomplished^ — We  must  confess  we  are 
dupes ;  but  if  one's  word  and  faith  are  not  to  be 
kept^  it  is  easy  to  cheat  any  man.*— If  I  bad  fol- 
lowed my  own  inclination  and  opinion^  I  should 
have  sent  to  all  courts^  to  incite  them  to  vigor ; 
JAitit  is  not  becoming,  as  I  cannot  set  a  good  ex- 
umple/'    November  19  ;     my  chief  anxiety  is 
to  pvevent  the  Spanish  Netherlands  from  falling 
.  into  the  hands  of  France.   You  will  easily  con- 
ceive how  this  business  goes  to  my  heart.— I  pray 
Gt>D  to  direct  for  our  good*."     .  . 

On  his  return  to  England  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober ( 1700),  the  king  made  such  arrangements 
as  he  had  concerted,  in  order  to  establish  the  as- 
cendency of  the  tories  in  the  administration. 
Lord  Godolphin  was  restoied  to  his  fomser  post 
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in  the  treasury  ;  lord  Tankerville  made  privjr  seal  book  nr. 
in  the  room  of  lord  Lonadale  deceased ;  the  earl  i7oo. 
of  Rochester  was  appointed  lord  lieutenant  of 
irelaad ;  tir  Charles  Hedges  constituted  secret  vmm. 
tary  of  slate  :  and  in  order  that  the  eloquence 
of  Mr.  Montague  might  he  for  ever  silenced 
where  it  had  the  greatest  scope  for  exertion^  and 
wouM  be  attended  wi  A  most  eiTeet,  he  was  ereat* 
ed  a  peer  by  the  title  of  Baron  Halifax. 

The  new  ministers  thinkingiheir  interest  would 
be  strengthened  by  a  re-election,  a  dissolution 
immediately  took  place  ;  and  a  new  parliament 
was  smnmoned  for  the  6th  February  1701.   In  ^^r^yrtaat 

Negotia- 

the  interval  very  important  negotiations  were  car-  tionsop  Ag 
rying  on  with  redoubled  assiduity  in  the  di&rent 
courts  of  Europe.  The  king  of  France  had  now 
taken  a  decided  and  irrevocable  part.  His  high- 
ttt  ambiitoo  was  gratified  in  settling  his  grandr 
son  on  the  throne  of  Spain  with  the  unanimoos 
approbation  of  the  Spanish  nation :  and  as  he 
well  knew  that  the  point  of  honour  with  them 
consisted  in  preserving  the  unity  of  the  monarchy, 
be  resolved  not  to  listen  to  any  proposal  of  dis- 
membenitent;  though  otherwise  really  desirous 
of  maintaining  the  peace  of  Europe^  and  willing 
to  give  any  reasonable  security  as  a  pledge  of  his 
linceritj. 

The  obstinate  silence  of  the  king  of  England 
was  calculated  to  excite  the  most  serious  appro- 
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900K  IV.  bensions  of  the  court  of  Versailles^  vbich  seemed 
)7oo.  to  r^iurd  the  menaces  of  the  emperor  with  ooa* 
tempt.  Holland  however  required  all  the  arts 
and  refiuemeuts  of  mauagemeiit ;  aud  a  memo- 
rial presented  by  M.  Heemskirke,  the  Dutch  en 
yoy  at  Paris^  complaiuiug  of  the  violation  of 
the  late  treaty^  was  answered  with  great  ability^ 
the  reply  beings  afterwards  published  as  a  sort  of 
manifesto,  lu  this  paper  it  is  maintained^  that 
tite  exieeution  of  the  treaty  would  have  pro- 
duced iuiiuite  troubles — that  while  his  Most 
Christian  majesty  observed  the  ^firit,  he  wan 
not  liable  to  the  least  imputation  for  abiuidonr 
ing  the  letter— <that  tbesame  motive  which, had 
induced  him  to  make  the  treaty  had  induced  him 
to  accept  the  will,  viz.  the  desire  of  peace— ^ 
-that  all  the  disadvantage  arisii^  from  this  change 
of  measures  redounded  to  himself — that  Im 
.miyesty  bad  therefore  reason  to  beUeve  his  al- 
lies would  praise  his  moderation  rather  than 
complain  of  his  conduct. — The  people  of  Spain 
receive,  with  the  poacCj  him  whose  birth,  the 
disposition  of  the  late  kin<2^,  and  the  universal 
wishes  of  ail  the  estates  of  the  monarchy  call  to 
the  crown." 

Arrivrj  nf  In  tlic  mouth  of  Deccmher  (1700)  the  count 
li^'Mii^  de  Tallard  came  to  England  as  ambassador  of 
from^'  France,  and,  being;  admitted  to  an  audience  of 
France,  j^^^^  ^  tlamptou-court^  delivered  to  him 
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letter  from  his  Most  Christian  majesty.  The  book  rv; 
count  was  received  with  a  cold  and  distant  civi^  )700» 
lily — ^lihe  king^  of  England  expressing  in  general 
terms  his  desire  that  all  the  world  should  he 
satisfied  of  his  dbposition  to  preserve  the  publie 
tranquillity."  The  ambassador  answered,  ''that 
his  master  had  the  same  inclination,  to  peace^ 
and  thought  he  had  given  a  proof  of  it  by  ac- 
cepting the  king  of  Spain's  will."  The  king  re- 
plied drilj,  "  that  he  did  not  understand  how 
that  could  be  made  out/'  In  a  dispatch  to  M. 
Briord^  the  king  of  France^  whose  practice  it  was 
to  correspond  with  his  ministers  personally,  in- 
structs the  envoy  to  inform  himself  of  the  designs 
of  Holland^  and  observes^  "  that  the  alacrity 
which  appears  at  present  in  the  negotiations  car- 
rying on  with  the  princes  of  the  empire  differs 
widely  from  the  dilatoriness  of  the  same  pensionary 
^ben  negotiating  with  the  same  princes  to  bring 
them  into  the  partition  treaty."  And  in  a  fol- 
lowing dispatcli,  dated  December 24  (1700),  he 
says^  It  is  certain  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
will  find  great  opposition  fi'om  his  parliament  in 
case  he  is  disposed  to  carry  things  to  a  ruptjure." 
And  he  expresses  great  anxiety  for  the  evacu- 
ation of  the  Spanish  barrier  towns  by  the  Dutch 
garrisons.  On  the  supposition  that  the  present 
differences  might  be  accommodated  conformably 
|q  the  proposal  of  M.  LilUeroot^  he  declares^ 

10» 
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tOQK  fv.    that  me  of  the  articles  of  flie  new  allianee 

1700.  ought  to  contain  a  provision  for  the  withdraw- 
laeiii  of  the  said  troops^  on  which  condition  he 
would  engage  not  lo  replace  them  with  an^  of 
his,  so  long  as  the  alliance  subsisted*." 

The  elector  of  Bavaria,  governor  of  the  Low 
Countries^  on  the  death  of  the  Spanish  monarch 
had  witibout  hesitation  acknowledged  the  vali- 
dity of  the  will,  and  been  forward  in  his  profcs- 
siona  of  seal  aud  attachiaent  to  his  successor. 
Acfttnon     At  tbis  period  died  pope  Innocent  XII. ;  and 
acmSt    cardinal  Albani  was,  at  fiftj>three  years  of  age, 
^       unexpectedly  raised  to  the  pontificate  in  his  stead, 
by  the  name  of  Clement  XI. ;  and  though  not 
accounted  one  of  the  French  faction,  and  even 
opposed  in  his  election  by  the  French  cardinah^ 
th^  court  of  Versailles  had  the  address  entirely 
to  gain  him  over  in  a  short  time  to  their  in« 
terests. 

The  emperor  in  the  mean  while,  astonished  at 
the  fatal  turn  things  had  taken,  fell  into  all  the 
perplexities  and  uncertainties  which  great  disap- 
pointmenti,  great  pride,  and  great  weakness 
always  occasion.  Determined  at  length  by  pas-« 
sion,  not  by  policy,  and  wholly  destitute  of  pre-> 
sent  support,  upon  measures  of  hostility,  he  is«« 

♦  Cole's  State  Papers.  Letter  of  lecretary  Vernon  to  th^ 
earl  ol  Manchester. 
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sued  his  imperial  mandate  to  the  inhabitants  of  book  iv. 
the  Milanese,  leclaiming  that  duchy  at  a  fief  of  ^"m^ 
the  empire^  and  commanding'  all  persons  to  jield 
obedience  to  the  tame  as  feodatories,  on  pain  of 
being  treated  as  rebels.  ^  The  French/'  accord- 
ing to  the  representations  of  the  earl  of  Man- 
chester,   held  his  impotent  efforts  in  contempt-* 
yet  they  resolved  to  take  right  measures  in  case  of 
the  worst"    At  the  end  of  December  1700,  ^ 
count  Wrattislau  arrived  in  London  as  ambas-  wnt^flM 
sador  extraordinary  from  the  emperor,    tie  did  Court  of 
not,  as  it  appears,  at  the  first  meet  with  a  my^"^''' 
flattering  reception.    But  the  whole  tenor  of  the 
Bq;otiation  carried  on  at  Paris  and  Madrid  de- 
monstrating' that  no  material  concession  was  to  be 
expected  from  France ;  and^  what  appears  to 
have  afected  very  strongly  the  feelings  of  the 
king  of  England^  the  Dutch  garrisons  being  by 
a  Tigorous  and  unexpected  sti'oke  suddenly  su* 
perseded  throughout  the  whole  line  of  barrier  French 

•         J        J        1     Troops  >a- 

fortresses,  and  t  rench  troops  introduced ;  the  troduced 

court  of  London  began  in  earnest  to  listen  to  the  Barrier 

propositions  transmitted  from  Vienna.  The  king 

of  France,  in  bis  dispatch  of  December  the  24th,  . 

1700,  to  monsiew  Briord,  says,    Means  must 

be  used  to  dislodge  the  Hollanders,  and  to  leave 

the  Spaniards  in  die  sole  possession  of  their  own 

towns."    On  the  6th  of  February  1701,  a  num-    ivoi.  , 

ber  of  French  troops  were  introduced  into  all  the 
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*  BOOK  IV  barrier  towns,  from  Luxemburg  to  Ostend  and 

'  1701.  Nieuport,  whh  so  much  secrecy  that  tbe  Duteh 
otiiccrs  in  those  places  had  not  the  least  previous 
suspicion  of  the  design ;  and  the  next  day  an 

/  apologetic  mcniorial,  most  ably  drawn,  was  pre- 

sented to  the  States  General^  stating  the  reasons 
for  this  measure,  and  declaring  it  was  no  longer 
possible  to  leave  the  troops  of  their  high  mighti-' 
nesses  in  the  fortresses  of  a  kiug  whom  they  did 
not  own.* 

Meeting  of    guch  was  thfi  state  of  affairs  when  the  new 

the  new 

Mbtmmt,  parliiiiuciit  met  at  W  estniiiister  on  the  10th  of 
February  1701.  On  the  preliminary  contest  on 
the  choice  of  a  speaker^  it  was  carried  in  &Yor 
of  Mr.  Harley  by  249  voices  to  125^  who  declai:- 
td  for  sir  Richard  Onslow— a  clear  demonstra- 
tion of  the  ^roat  predominance  of  the  tory  in- 
terest. In  his  speech  to  both  houses^  the  king 
took  notice  of  the  necessity  of  a  farther  pro- 
vision for  the  succession  to  the  crown  in  the  pro" 
testant  line.  The  death  of  the  late  king  of  Spain/ 
iaid  the  monurrh,  "with  the  dedaiation  ofhis 
successor  to  that  monarchy,  has  made  so  great  an 
alteration  in  the  affairs  abroad,  that  I  must  desire 
you  very  maturely  to  consider  their  present  slate. 
And  I  make  no  doubt  but  your  resolutions  there- 
upon will  be  such  as  shall  ho  most  conducive 
to  the  interest  and  safety  of  Kngiaud,  the  pre- 
servation of  the  protestant  religion  in  generaj> 
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and  the  peace  of  all  Europe."    Tlie  rest  of  the  book  iv. 
tpeecb  eooBisted  o^*  the  cominon-place  topics  of  i7oi. 
supplies^  reflation  of  trade,  unanimity  aad 
\igot,  &c,  ejiLcept  a  recommetidatioQ  to  the  house  . 
jo    eonsider  what  mgmentatim  may  be  requir 
site  for  the  navy,  which  is  tlie  great  bulwark  of 
the  Ea^iih  natio^i — and  ouglit^  at  this  conjunc- 
ture moat  especial!};,  to  be  put  into  a  good  cw*- 
diUoa." 

The  session  seemed  to  open  vith  happy  oniens»  MwtciM. 

specting 

A  resolution  passed  the  commons,      that  the  theSpaauh 

SOCCCMMMI* 

bouse  would  stand  by  and  support  bis  miyesty 

and  his  govcrnmeut,  and  take  such  efiectual  mea- 
sures as  might  best  conduce  to  the  interest  and 
safety  of  England,  the  preservation  of  the  pro- 
testaut  religion^  and  the  peace  of  Europe."  The 
last  words  were  olgeoted  to  by  Seymour^  Howe» 
Musgrave,  and  others  of  the  part  y,  who  affirmed^ 
that  they  had  aii^rnbi2:uous  signiticatiouj  and»  in 
their  opinion,  portended  war.  Terms  were  some* 
times,  it  was  remarked,  inverted,  and  this  wag 
such  a  sort  of  an  oracle  as  Janus  himselt*  might 
have  delivered.  This  being  made  a  test  of  party, 
a  division  ensued^  and  th^  clause  iu  question  was 
confirmed  by  a  m^ority  of  eighteen  voices  only, 
the  numbers  being  181  against  163.  The  court  of 
France  seemed  also  to  be  much  staggered  ^t  this 
species  of  double  response.  The  earl  of  Man- 
chester says  to  se;;retary  \  cruou, .  *'.They  havje 
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BOOK  IV.  the  king's  speech  at  tliis  court.  I  hear  they  do 
^"miT^  not  know  what  to  make  of  it^  and  still  suspect 

OS." 

Recofni-  111  the  mean  time  the  States  General  being  re- 
Kioft  of  peatedly  pmsed  upon  tbe  subject  hj  Franoe> 
£  iliL  thought  proper  to  recognise  in  form  the  new  kins: 
of  Spain ;  of  which  they  apprised  the  court  of 
London  m  a  memorial^  which  tlie  king  ordered 
to  be  laid  before  the  house.  In  this  paper  their 
high  mightinesses  declare^  that^  notwithstand- 
ing the  recognition  made  ])y  them,  thev  had  re- 
served to  tbemselTcs  the  liberty  of  stipulating  in 
the  negotiation  about  to  comnienee,  for  stteh  con- 
ditions as  Vi  cre  necessary  to  secure  the  peace  of 
Murape — that  in  this  negotiation  they  had  irady 
fcsolved  to  do  nothing  without  the  consent  of  his 
nugesty  and  the  other  powers  interested  in  tbe 
maintenance  of  tbe  peace ;  as  they  had  deekrad 
to  the  ambassador  of  France.  And  ilnally^  beiog 
apprdiensiYe  of  a  sudden  attack^  tbey  made  a  le- 
quisition  of  the  succours  due  to  them  by  the  ex- 
istii^  treaties/' 

Tbe  commons  on  this  commumcation  Toted, 
without  hesitation^  an  address  to  the  king^  "  tha 
he  would  be  pleased  to  enter  into  such  negotia* 
tions^  in  concert  with  the  8tate>  General  and 
other  potentates^  as  might  most  efiectually  con- 
duce to  tbe  general  safety ;  and  givii^  him  as- 
suruuccs  of  support  and  assistaiice  in  the  perform- 
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ancc  of  his  engagements."  It  having  bedn  sug-  ^^^5^* 
getted  in  the  discuoiioii,  that  it  might  be  tio  less  i7oi. 
proper  fbr  Bnghtnd  than  HoHand  to  own  the  title 
of  the  king  of  Spain  ;  Mr.  Monkton^  a  zealous 
whig,  with  f^eat  heat  ie|ilied,  that  if  such  a 
vote  was  carried,  he  shoujd  expect  that  the  next 
Tole  would  be  for  owmng  the  pretended  prince  of 
Wales."  fia  the  presmt  temper  of  <he  house^ 
this  extraordinary  sally  was  much  applauded^  and 
prodneed  no  inconsiderable  eflS^ct 

\\  ith  the  Dutch  memorial  was  also  presented 
to  the  house  an  intercepted  paper>  purporting  to 


be  a  letter  firmn  the  earl  of  Melfbrt,  the  discard*  Rcmaric 

cd  secretary  at  the  court  of  St  Germaioe's,  to  his  ofthey  iri 
blether  the  earl  <rfPerth>  goremor  of  the  joung 
prince,  full  of  wild  and  incoherent  projects^  en* 
deamving  to  shew  how  fitvoraUe  anaspeet  the 
aSdrs  of  the  king  then  wore,  and  urging  the  pro^ 
pfietj  of  some  great  and  vigorous  attempt 
i^uiMt  England/'— Bat  this/'  he  says,  will 
never  be  done  by  a  protestant  minister" — mean- 
img  the  earl  of  Middleton  lazjrin  his  temper, 
an  eneniv  to  France  by  his  inclinations,  tainted 
with  commonwealth  principles ;  and  against  Uie 
king^s  retnming  by  any  other  power  than  that  of 
the  people  of  £ngland,  and  upon  capiluialions 
and  terms— -who  is  suspected  of  giving  aid  to 
the  campomnder^,  if  not  worse/'-«*lIe  remarib  that 

VOL.  If.  G 
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BOOK  nr.   though  sometimes  it  is  of  hard  digestion  for  so* 

1701.  vereigns,  who  ought  to  be  obeyed  without  reserve^ 
to  yidki  to  the  humour  of  subjects^  yet  pru- 
dence shall  teach  them  when  they  cannot,  ^th- 
out  injuring  their  afiairs^  do  what  they  would>  to 
do  what  they  can.  Assurances  from  the  non* 
Jurors,  the  soundest  and  most  venerable  part  of 
the  Ei^lish  church,  would  be  of  great  use  at  this 
time  to  persuade  France  to  undertake  this  jrroat 
affair.  As  to  the  catholics  and  other  associates 
with  ihem,  unfortunately  fisr  the  kiog^  they  were 
thought  to  have  too  much  inclination  for  nic. — > 
The  army  who  are  and  ever  were  well  afiected, 
are  to  be  gained  by  money,  and  a  little  goes  a 
great  way  with  them."  If,  in  any  thing/'  says 
this  credulous  and  zealous  partisan,  I  fail,  I'll 
sw  ear  it  is  want  of  understanding  and  not  of  will." 
Thi9  contemptible  epistle,  which  exhibits  the 
character  of  the  earl  of  Melfort,  who  had  so 
long  possessed  the  real  confid^ce  of  the  court  of 
St.  Germaine's,  in  a  most  degrading  point  of 
view,  in  the  present  juncture  answered  tlie  pur- 
pose of  the  court  of  London,  by  increasing  and 
inflaming  the  political  aiiiuiosity  against  1  ranc  e. 
The  commons  do  not  appear  to  have  thought  it 
worthy  of  specific  notice  ;  but  the  lords  present- 
ed an  address  of  thanks  to  his  niajest  >  ,  ibr  com- 
munieating  to  them  the  earl  of  Melfort's  letter : 
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md  desifu^:  tin*  popish  recusants  should  be  re-  book  iv. 
moved  from  London^  &c.  ^^ToiT 

Hie  court  of  VcnmiUes  were  highly  oflended 
St  the  use  made  of  this  letter,  \vhich  M.  de  Torcy 
toU  the  euri  of  Manchester  "vf9»  intended  to  in^ 
cenee  the  Mtion,  and  shewed  a  dcsh  c  of  breaking 
with  Frauce."  Ue  represented  lord  Melfort  as  s 
despicable  person,  who  had  no  credit  at  VefHuUea 
or  even  at  St.  Germaine's — and,  upon  the  whole, 
he  seemed  to  coadude,  that  the  court  of  London 
•iftBrf  to  enter  into  a  war.  In  order,  nevertheless, 
to  give  every  reasonable  satisfaction  on  this  head. 
Hie  call  of  Melfort  was  banisbed  bj  miettre  de 
cadiet  to  Angers. 

In  consequence  of  the  kle  address  of  the  com-  Higi  de- 

^    _  minds  uf 

■Mins»  followed  by  a  vote  for  oO,000  seainen,  the  the  Man- 
courts  of  Xiondou  and  the  Hague  assumed  a  very  cn. 
Mfy  iooe ;  and  instructions  were  transmitted  to 
Mr.  Staubope,  resident  in  Holland,  to  enter  into 
an  nnmcdiate  n^otiation  with  the  ministers  of 
Fiance  and  Spain,  upon  the  conditions  (herein 
spedfied — importing^  not  only  that  the  French 
troops  shall  equate  theSpanidi  fortrssses,  but 
that  Nieuport  and  Ostcnd  shall  be  put  immedi- 
ately into  the  hands  of  the  English  as  cautionary 
towns ;  and  that  I^ixemburg.  Namur,  and  Mons^ 
to  which  the  States  General  thought  proper  to 
add  Venlo,  Ruremonde>  Stevenswaerty  Charleroi^ 
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BOOK  IV.  Dendermonde^  Dainmc,  and  St.  Donat,  with 
1701.   their  appurtenances^  be  consigned  to  their  high 
mightinesses  during^  such  time  as  shall  be  ^eed 
^  upon — with  various  other  demands,  which,  wlicn 
eommunicaled  to  M.  d'Avaux,  appeared  so  ex- 
travagant,  thai  he  declared  they  could  not  have 
been  higher  if  his  master  had  lost  four  successive 
battles.  ' 
ciandev      Thc  kins  of  France,  perceivinir  no  prospect  of 

tine  Prac.  ^  ,  ,        ,  .... 

tices  of  the  peace  on  moderate  terms  while  hannony  subsisted 

FrMcef  between  the  king  and  parliament  of  England,  is 
charged  with  using  corrupt  and  clandestine  means 
to  involve  the  English  in  domestic  broils,  in  order 
to  embarrass  the  measures  of  the  court.  The  pro- 
disrious  influx  of  louis«d'ors  and  pistoles  at  this 
period  is  a  fact  admitted  by  all;  and  the  mer- 
cantile solution,  founded  on  the  pretended  favor- 
able course  of  exchange,  is  scared^'  sufticient  to 
obviate  the  jealous  apprehensions  of  the  politi- 
cian. Bishop  Btirnet  asserts^  thoiigli  his  charac- 
teristic credulity  and  carelessness  reduce  his  au- 
thority very  low,  "  that  the  packet  seldom  came, 
without  10,000  louis-d  ors,  and  often  more— that 
the  nation  was  filled  with  them~and  that  in  six 
months'  time  a  million  of  guineas  was  coined  out 
of  them."  From  the  unquestionable  evidence  of 
a  proclamation,  published  February  fith,  1701, 
it  appears  that,  these  cuius  were  iu  very  extea- 
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fife  circiilatUHi— uid  his  majes4y»  being,  as  the  >ook  nr. 

prociaination  expresses^  desirous  to  prevent  the  mi, 
damage  tbai  may  acenie  to  his  good  sa^ects 
bj  the  great  quantity  of  such  French  louis-d'ofs 
sod  Spanish  pistoles  as  havf  been  of  late  im 
ported  into  this  kingdom,  and  reeeived  for  more 
than  their  intrinsic  value,  orders  that  tliey  shall 
not  hereafier  pass  for  more  than  sereiiteeo  sbil* 
lings  cat  b." 

'  Certain  it  is>  that  at  this  period  the  temper  and 
fspositioa  of  the  house  of  eommons  sustained  a 
sudden  aud  unexpected  change.  But  it  must  at 
the  same  time  be  admitted,  that  thm  existed  ift« 
ternal  and  political  causes  apparently  not  inade- 
quate to  the  efibcts  produced.  The  great  body 
of  the  tones  were  still  dissatisfied  with  the  minis* 
tcrial  arrangements,  from  which  several  of  the 
most  popular  and  distinguished  leaders  of  the 
party,  Seymour,  Musgrave,  Howe,  &c.  were  ex- 
cluded. Though  animated  in  a  qertaia  degree 
by  the  national  resentment  against  France,  and 
solicitous  to  obtain  satisiaction  and  security,  tliey 
weie  desirous,  if  it  were  possible,  to  avoid  a 
war,  the  object  of  which,  carried  on  in  couj  unc- 
tion with  the  emperor,  must  be  not  security  but 
conquest.  The  balance  of  power  in  Europe  was 
alleged  to  be  in  danger .  by  the  close  political 
imiOA  of  the  two  monmhies  of  Fomee  and 
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900K  IV.  Spain  under  the  bouse  &t  BooriMHi.   Tbe  nuuri* 

1701.  time  powers^  combined  with  Austria,  resoWed 
therefore  to  bumble  the  pride  and  dimieaiber  the 
tenritories  of  that  formidable  house.  But  if  they 
were  able  to  da  this,  the  balance  of  Europe  was 
not  in  dangei^-and  if  they  had  not  the  ability^  it 
must  be  the  extreme  of  folly  to  risque  the  at- 
tempt* But  the  yfhigB,  who  were  inspired  by 
greater  zeul  ac;ainst  FrancCj  and  at  the  same  time 
eager  to  recover  the  ground  they  had  lost  with 
ihe  hin^,  entered  into  the  views  of  the  court  with- 
out constraint  or  difficult} — and,  if  the  war  now 
in  contemplation  should  receive  the  sanction  of 
the  nation,  there  was  reason  to  apprehend  they 
would  quickly  regain  their  ascendancy.  The 
tories  therefore  determined^  'while  yet  the  su* 
perior  party^  to  aim  such  a  blow  at  the  heads  of 
their  antagonists  as  they  should  never  be  able  to 
recover. 

On  the  10th  of  March  1701,  a  motion  was 
made  in  the  honse  of  lords^  where  the  attack  was 

destined  to  begiu^  to  take  into  consideration  cer- 
tain papefs  previously  laid  before  their  lord^ 
ships^  relative  to  the  negotiations  carried  on  under 
the  late  whig  administration;  and  a  committee 
was  nominated  to  make  a  report  of  the  contents. 
This  committee,  of  which  the  earl  of  Notting- 
lunn  was  chairman^  and  themostaetive  mmlbm 
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nt  wbich  CMMted  of  detenmaid  toiriat  Wdiv-  BboK  rv. 
conleiited  whigs,  Imtiglii  fbrwMi  m  Miaber  of  i7oi. 
resolutionsj  as  the  basis  of  aa  address  to  the  king^ 
itioi^ly  condemuiiff  the  {f artitioii  treaty^  which 

no  one  indeed  pretended  entirely  to  justify.  The 
earl  of  Rochester  and  the  other  minstenrpme^ 
eonenrriDg  in  fliis  address,  the  whig  lords  in  con- 
oectioa  with  the  courts  who  were  very  munerous, 
acquiesced,  seeing  that  tile  address  was  so  word- 
ed as  to  avoid  all  personal  attack  upon  the  late 
tBiaisters^  but  rather  containing  aa  «xculpatioa 
of  them,:  as  not  having  hfstm  admitted  to  a  p^rii*^ 
ripation  of  the  counsels  which  produced  it. 
Their  hmMiips  declared  that^  hairing  eonsidortd  Second 
the  treaty  of  the  15lh  March  1700,  they  did  most  tV^y^ 
htunUy  represent  to  his  majesty,  that  to  their  ^db^^^ 
great  sorrow  they  found  the  matters  thereof  to  p^lf 
have  been  of  very  ill  consequence  to  the  peace 
and  saftty  of  Euroi^e^hat,  by  all  the  in- 
formations of  that  fatal  treaty,  they  could  not 
find  that  the  draft  of  it  bad  ever  been  laid  before 
Ws  majesty  at  any  meeting  of  his  council — where-  * 
fore,  in  duty  to  his  majesty,  and  injustice  to  their 
country,  they  most  humbly  beseeched  him,  that 
in  future  lie  would  bo  pleased  to  require  and  ad- 
mit, in  all  matters  of  importance,  the  advice  of 
his  natural-born  subjects,  whose  known  probity 
and  fortunes  might  give  him  and  his  people  a  just 
assurance  of  their  fidelity  to  his  service.  Very 
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^^OKnr.  few  of  the  peers  attended  the  lord  keeper  on  (Jie 
.1701.   praieirtiilioB  •£  thtt  addmt  to  tbe 

sively  replied^  that  it  contained  matter  of 
great  momciity  and  that  be  would  always  taJi;e 
care  that  ihe  treaties  made  by  him.  should  be  for 
the  honour  and  safety  of  England." 
.  But  this  was  only  die  prelude  to  what  was  soo« 
to  follow  in  the  grand  scene  of  political  action^ 
4d  the  lower  house ;  where«  on  the  ^Ist  March 
{1701  )>  an  address  was  voted  ^'to  thank  the 
king  for  his  coibmunications  respectiog  the  state 
of  the  negotiation and  the  whigs  proposing  to 
add^  and  for  his  majesty's  care  of  these  nations 
and  the  peacb  of  ^vhowk,'*  one  of  the  most  vio- 
lent debates  ever  known  in  the  house  of  commons 
took  piace«  in  which  the  political  system  of  the 
eotirt  wia  attached  with  the  utmost  peverity^  and 
tlie  partition  treaty^  reprobated  in  terms  of  the 
extremest  Tinilence.  It  was  styled  by  Mr.  Howe 

A  FELONIOUS  TREATY*/* — and  it  was  said  to  be 
not  more  iniquitous  than  impolitic.  The  .qnea* 
tion  being  at  last  referred  to  a  division  of  the 
bousej  it  was  carried  iu  the  negfitive  by  193  to 

*  This  iodece&t  •xprenion  §vm  more  offenoatokiog  WU« 
Ham  than  any  ever  wed  in  ihp  nnbomidodUoepeeof  parlia« 
mentsiy  debate.  He  passionately  declared  that,  had  his  rank 
pennittcd^  h^  WQu}d  l^ve  dtmaQded  personal  saiidlacUoa 
fpT  it. 
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187  vap€e0--»natwilliBlMidiiig  the  inndious  sop-  book  it, 
port  of  the  tories  in  office^  who  professed  to  le*  ^"^itoiT^ 

gard  the  words  as  ii^erely  complimentary. 
-  ii^ing  obtpttDed  this  victorj,  the  leadcft  of 
the  opposition  next  moved,  instead  of  the  clause 
x^ected,  to  lay  before  ]m  miyesty     the  ill  con* 
sequences  of  tM  treaty  of  partition  to  this  king- 
dom and  the  peace  of  £uEOF£«"   This  being 
agreed  to  Mfithont  a  divisioa;  a  eoBomittee  was 
appointed  to  draw  up  an  address  conformably 
Diereto  ;  in  whicb^  after  returning  tiianks  to  the 
king  for  acquainting  the  house  with  the  state  andl 
progress  of  the  negotiations  now  pending,  they 
go  oa  to  say,    which  method  had  your  majesty 
been  advised  to  take  before  the  treaty  of  parti- And  by  ^ 
tion  was  perfected^  which  was  passed  under  the  nMiw 
great  seal  of  England  during  the  sitting  of  par-  ' 
liament^  a^d  w  ithout  advice  of  the  same^  we  had 
beeu  preveiited  firom  laying  before  your  majesty 
what  we  are  now  bound  in  duty^  though  with 
griefs  to  do — ^to  which  treaty  may  justly  be  ascrib- 
ed the  dangers  which  now  threaten  both  this 
kingdom  and  the  psacb  of  £urop£/'    The  king 
fiek  a  resentmeirt  on  this  occasion  which  he  had 
too  much  discretion  to  express,  and  contented 
himself  with  a  vague  answer  of  the  manifold 
benefits  which  would  arise  from  the  concur* 
cence  of  parliament  in  all  bis  negotiations  for  .. 

a 
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BOOK  IV.  the  bappineis  of  his  people  and  the  peace  of 

.1701.  ECMFE." 

llie  earl  of  Manchester^  ia  animadverting 
upon  this  incideiit,  informs  Mr.  Vernon^  Aat 
M.  dc  Torcy  told  him     the  language  of  the 
fingiiiih  parliament  respecting  the  king  of  France 
liad  been  somewhat  extraordinary ;  but  be  found 
the  king  of  England  himself  was  not  much  better 
used."   On  the  last  day  of  March  the  king  in- 
fonned  the  house  bv  message,     that  the  nego- 
tiation already  seemed  to  be  at  an  end;  by  the 
ireftisal  of  the  French  ambassador  toigtve  any 
other  answer  to  the  demands  made  in  his  name 
and  that  of  the  States  General>  than  an  oifer  to 
ffbrmai  Pew  renew  and  confirm  the  treaty  of  Ryswic ;  and 
sl^^^by  ^hat  the  States  had  made  a  formal  requisition  of 
succours  due  to  them  by  treaty,  viz.  10,000 
troops  and  twenty  ships  of  the  line.    And  his 
'        majesty  desires  the  commons  will  give  him  such 
advice  thereupon  as  may  be  for  our  own  security, 
and  that  of  the  States  General  and  the  peace  of 
EimopB."   In  return  the  commons  advised  to 
carry  on  the  negotiations  in  concert  with  the 
States,  and  assured  bis  mn jc  >iy,    thatthey  would 
enable  him  to  fulfil  tlie  conditions  of  the  existing 
treaty/' 

At  tills  period,  and  not  before,  the  king  of 
Spain  thought  fit  by  a  letter  ia  bis  own  band  to 


Digitized  by  Google 


WILLIAM  UL  91 

Mtify  his  mccessioa  to  the  king  of  Eogland— it  iv. 
being  thus  long  delayed,  doubtless,  lest  a  publio  izou 
•fiiroat  should  be  put  upon  hiin  by  a  refusal  to  re- 
ceive it.    But  after  the  public  recognition  of  his 
catholic  inaj<*sty  by  the  States  General,  it  was  in- 
timated to  the  Spanish  couft,     that  such  a  noti* 
ficatioii  wmdd  be  acceptable;"  and^it  was  an- 
swered by  a  letter  from  the  king  of  Kogland  • 
(daied  April  17»  1701 )  expressed  in  very  gra-t 
cious  and  liighly  complimeiitary  terms. 

The  afiair  of  the  partition  was  now  resumed  poAu^ 
with  great  Tiolence  bf  the  house  of  commons ;  ^^ert^nd 
and  the  papers  which  related  to  the  negotiations  ^^'^^ 
at  Loo  were  scrutinised  with  all  the  keennem  of 
wit  sharpened  by  malice.^  Of  the  debates  which 
ensued  it  is  needless  to  speak ;  the  substance  of 
Aem  has  been  abundantly  anticipated.  As  the 
ultimate  result  of  the  whole^  it  was  resolved  by 
the  bouse,  that  the  earls  of  Portland  and  Or- 
ford,  and  the  .lords  Somers  and  Halifax,,  be  iM- 
FE4CHE0  at  the  bar  of  the  house  of  lords  of  niofl 
CRIMES  and  misdemeanors."  The  resolution 
against  the  earl  of  Portland  was  carried  without 
a  division:  against  lord  Orford  the  nuoibers 
were  193  to  148  ;  lord  Somers,  198  to  188  ;  lord 
Ualifia^  186  to  163 :  thus  with  gross  partiality 
passing  over  the  earl  of  Jersey,  secretary  of 
state  ;  and  sir  Joseph  Williamson^  resident  at 
the  Hagii6^who  were  privy  to  the  whole  transt 
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BOOK  IV. action,  aud  iovolved  in  the  same  commuaity  of 

rord  so-  Pending  the  dehates,  and  previous  to  passing 
dication  of  the  vote  of  impeachmeat,  lord  Somen  dewed  to 
liiKt.  be  hoard  in  his  own  dcfenre — and  a  chair  being 
pkced  for  hiiu  within  the  bar^  he  first  sat  down 
covered,  according  to  the  cerenioiual  used  on 
such  occasions ;  and  afterwards  rising  and  re- 
maining uncovered,  be  entered  into  so  nuMtoly 
and  eloquent  a  vindication  of  his  conduct^  that, 
had  the  question  been  iuunediately  put,  it  vras 
bdieved  he  would  have  been  acquitted  by  a  great 
majority.  He  admitted  that  the  king  had  a^>k(  d 
<he  advice  of  his  confidential  .servants  upon  this 
occasion  ;  and  that  his  majesty  had  even  infonn- 
ed  him,  that  if  he  and  his  other  ministers  thought 
that  a  treaty  ought  not  to  be  made  upon  such  a 
project,  then  the  w  hole  matter  must  be  let  tail, 
for  he  could  not  bring  the  French  to  better  terms. 
His  lordsliip  pleaded,  tliat  it  would  have  been 
taking  too  much  upon  himself  if  he  should  have 
put  a  stop  to  a  treaty  of  such  consequence— Had 
the  king  of  Spain  died  before  itveas  finished,  and 
the  blame  been  cast  upon  him  for  not  sending 
the  necessary  powers^  he  could  not  have  jm>tiijed 
himselt^  since  the  king's  letter  was  a  warrant.  At 
the  same  time  he  wrote  his  own  opinion  very  fully 
to  hii>  majesty^  objecting  to  mapy  particulars,  and 
proposing  several  things  for  the  advantage  att4 
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kierett  of  fiiifhnd.  Scnmi  after  the  pewers  wer^  sow  m 

transinitted  by  him,  the  treaty  was  concluded ;  to  ^^1701^ 
whicb  he  aflixed  the  gieat  wetl,  as  he  thought 
himself  bound  to  do — ^Thus  as  a  privy-counsellor 
he  offered  to  the  king  his  best  advice^  and  as 
chancellor  he  had  discharged  his  acknowledged 
and  official  duty.  The  king's  letter  was  not  in* 
deed  a  formal^  though  a  real  warrant--<but  he 
did  not  think  it  became  him  to  endanp^er  the 
public  by  laying  any  stress  on  a  point  of  form, 
at  so  critical  a  time,  and  when  the  greatest  dis- 
patch was  requisite."— After  all,  a  certain  degree 
of  blame  must  attach  itself  to  .this  great  man  < 
for  his  conduct  in  this  business ;  and  the  ulti- 
mate  decision  being  left  to  him^  be  could  not 
avoid  contracting  a  heavy  responsibility.  Kno^^ 
iug  or  believing  the  treaty  to  be  fraught  with 
ruinous  consequences,  it  was  his  duty  at  ail 
hazards  to  resist ;  and  the  commands  of  the  king 
can  never  be  constitutionally  pleaded  in  vindica* 
tion  or  even  palliation  of  the  slightest  dereliction 
«f  duty . 

Inunediatcly  consequent  to  the  votes  of  im- 
peachment a  motion  was  made^  to  which  all  the 
previous  proceedings  had  refcrence,  and  fur  which 
alone  tliey  were  probably  instituted,  "  to  present 

an  addrciis  to  his  majesty  to  remove  the  lords 
Somers,  Orford,  Portland,  and  Halifax,  from  his 

prcsi  ucc  aiid  councils  fur  ever."    The  question 


Digitized  by  Google 


HISTORY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


nr.'being  first  put  relative  to  lord  Somers^  itwin 
carried  in  the  affirmative  hy  162  to  107  voices : 
the  rest  without  a  division. 

The  house  of  lords,  who  too  late  saw  their  er- 
ror, were  now  roused  to  some  exertion^  and  voted 
in  their  turn  an  address  to  the  kinc;,  praying, 
that  the  lords  impeached  at  the  bar  of  their 
house  may  not  have  any  censure  passed  upon 
them  until  they  are  tried  upon  the  said  impeach* 
ments^  and  judgment  be  given  according  to  the 
usage  of  parliament  and  the  la\v  of  the  land." 
This  address  the  king  received  in  profound  silence; 
not  willing  to  say  what  might  be  displeasing  to 
the  lords  on  the  one  hand,  or,  which  was  much 
more  anxiously  to  be  guarded  against,  to  do  what 
might  irritate  the  eommons  on  the  other.  And 
as  the  great  council  of  the  nation^  it  seemed 
clearly  within  the  province  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  to  pronounce  upon  the  com- 
petency of  the  lords  impeached  to  be  hereafter 
employed  in  the  public  serN  ice,  whether  their  of- 
fences came  within  tlie  letter  of  the  criminal  code 
of  parliament  or  not.  Thi^  address  of  the  com- 
mons was  received  by  the  Idng,  who  still  paid  vain 
court  to  the  tories,  with  apparent  complacency ; 
and  he  assured  tlu  m  "  he  would  employ  none  ia 
his  service  but  such  as  shall  be  thought  most 
likely  to  improve  mutual  trust  and  confidence 
which  was  so  utccssarj  in  the  present  juncture." 
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*  The  borne  of  eommons^  hrring  now  <)liteiiied  book  m 
the  real  purpose  for  which  the  impeachments  were  i7oi. 
Iwought  fiirward^  appeared  in  no  hwteto  proceed 

with  the  trials^  but  applied  their  atteution  to  the 
providing  anpplies,  which  were  granted  with 
screat  liberaKty,  and  to  the  other  necessary  busi-' 
aess  of  the  session. 

The  hotue,  in  a  grand  committee;  taking  into 
consideration  the  state  of  the  civil  list,  and  the 
ttfii^  made  by  the  non-payment  of  the  bOfiOOl. 
per  annum  allotted  as  a  dower  to  James's  queen  : 
of  20!»OUU^.  per  annum  fallen  in  by  the  recent  death 
of  the  duke  of  Olocester^  with  other  reductions, 
eame  to  a  resolution  to  apply  100^000/.  per  an- 
num of  the  royal  revenne  to- the  current  service. 
On  the  report,  this  resolution  ^vas  combated  by 
the  whole  strength  of  the  whig  party ;  but  it  was 
at  length,  to  the  great  chagrin  of  the  courts  car- 
ried by       to  169  voices. 

In  consequence  of  the  clause  in  the  king's  Act  ofscfo 
speech  recommending  a  farther  provision  for  the 
sQccessiott  of  the  crown  in  the  protestant  line, 
the  house^  to  the  confiislon  ofthe  Jacobites,  with 
great  unanimity  resolved  :  1st,  That  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessaiy  a  farther  declaration  and  limita- 
tion  be  made  of  the  succession  to  the  crown, 
'^y.  That  farther  proyision  be  first  made  for  the 
security  of  the  rights  and  liberties  ofthe  people-^ 

and  LASTLY^  That  the  princess  Sophia^  duches 
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BOOK  IV.  dowager  of  Hanover^  be  declared  the  next  iil 


mu  niecestkm  to  tbe  crown  of  Euglaad."  A  MH 

was  immediately  introduced  in  conformity  Co 
tbeaa  raolutioiis ;  and  a  great  variety  of  coBiti- 
tational  limitations  and  restrictions  imposed  upon 
tbe  future  iuberitors  of  the  crown :  of  which  the. 
chief  were^  that  no  foreigner,  although  he  be 
naturalized  or  made  denizen,  shall  be  capable  of 
cqjoying  any  office  or  trust  civil  or  military ;  or 
of  holding  any  grant  of  lands  from  the  crown  ; 
that  the  nation  be  not  obliged  to  engage  in  any 
war  for  the  defence  of  any  donniona  or  territo- 
ries not  belonging  to  the  crown  of  England ;  thai 
all  things  properly  cogiiizable  in  the  privy  coun- 
cil by  the  laws  and  cut»toms  of  this  realm  shall 
be  transacted  there^  and  all  resolutions  taken 
thereupon  shall  be  signed  by  such  of  the  privy 
council  as  shall  advise  and  coiisent  to  the  same ; 
tibat  no  person  hereafter  possessing  the  crown  of 
England  shall  go  out  of  the  realm  without 
consent  of  parliament;  that  no  person  holding 
an  office  under  the  king,  or  receiving  a  pension 
from  the  crown>  shall  be  capable  of  sitting  in  tbe 
bouse  of  commons ;  that  all  future  possessors  of 
the  crown  shall  join  in  communion  with  the 
church  of  England ;  that  no  pardon  be  pleadable 
in  bar  of  an  impeachment;  and  that  the  judges' 
commissions  be  made  quam^  «e  b$ne  gmerUU." 
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interest  it  was  at  this  time  to  ke^p  on  fair  terms  4701. 
ifilb  file  tavtt,  and  wlw  could  aol  Init  be  wMH 
siblc  that  some  of  them  must  appear  to  reflect  on 
IfecondUGtof  the  reignti^  sovereigo.- 

HaTiiH^  gMe  notut — fierfaaps  in  some  points 
farther  than  a  pure  patriotism  would  have  die- 
tatcd-'  'they  still  stopped  short  of  the  goal  of  po^ 
htical  rectitude.    For  the  interest  of  the  nation 
efidntly  required^  that  a  foreign  prince  inherlC'^ 
iog  the  crown  of  England  should  at  the  moment 
o£hU  accession  relinquish  his  foreign  territories^ 
or,  if  that  saeriBce  were  deemed  too  great,  the 
crown  thus  declined  ought  to  devolve  to  the  next 
in  luccessioii.  The  famous  Toland,  in  a  politicaL 
treatise  published  at  the  commencement  of  thi^ 
senion^  forcibly  contends  for  the  reasonableness 
of  estaMisliiiig  at  this  critical  junctive  whatever 
terms  the   interest  of  the  nation  demanded. 
'*  Being/'  as  he  says,  "  to  ded  a  successor,  th# 
nation  might  be  allowed  the  same  liberty  which 
the  Spaniards  took  in  btetowiog  their  crown ;  to 
choose  out  of  the  house  of  Hanover,  or  that  of 
Brandenburg,  which  of  the  sons  they  pleased** 
and  recommends  it  to  be  wdl  weighed,  whctiier  we 
ought  to  make  any  of  those  princes  kings  of  Eng- 
kad,  without  obliging  them  at  the  same  time  to 
reoounce  their  foreign  dominions."-—*'  For,"  says 
Be,    if  our  crown  should  fall  upon 

f  oL.  II.  m 
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BOOK  nr.  those  {m^it»,  Aey  will  fall  under  mighty  temp* 

order  to  make  the  comamiiicatian  betwixt  their 
rti  aild  nevr  donumi  oum  ipoedy  iad  dity. 

This  the  family  of  Hanover  may  attempt.,  by  fall- 
ing dowA  upoA  the  Ekbe  and  Weter,  and  swal- 
loiring  op  Hamburg,  Bfemen,  Verdeo,  Ac.—* 
All  these  thiugi,  how  remote  and  chimerical 
ioeftr  tllej  mmj  worn  al  ptfesep^,  migkl  to 
considered. — If  the  prince  upon  whom  we  de- 
volve our  crown  does  not  think  it  worth  hiawhik 
lograat  msiich  aeeuritTf  I  am  of  opiniM  that  ii 
will  not  be  worth  our  whiie  to  court  &uch  a  go* 
veroof 

.  The  act  of  setileiueut,  with  its  attendant  linri- 
talioiM^  passed  with  national  applaiae.   It  had 
neverlfceksB  lo  Mt oottler  m  opposiiion  of  m  sin* 
guiar  natwr*  originating  in  a  very  remote  quar* 
v^nrr^cf  ter.    Aotie       Orktns,  duditss  mS  Sikvot,  of 
tt£:>AToy.   the  blood-ro^al  of  Eu^-land  hv  Henrietta  her 
nu>ther,  youngest  danghiec  of  Cbmkt  L,  was 
beyoad  ril  question^  aecordinc:  to  the  law  of  he- 
reditary  suci'esj»iun,  heiress  oi  the  crown  of  £ag* 
iaad,  on  the  exclusion  of  Jamevmidhisnrae* 
diiite  descendants.    The  ambassador  of  Sa¥oy» 
by  ofdcr  of  this  pfincess,  delireitd  •  pn|ier  l» 
♦he  speaker  of  the  house*  of  coiiunons,  in  which 
she  declares,    that  she  gladly  embrMcs  the  oe* 
wim  Bhich  oltci^  «e  display  te  Ihe  people  of 
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mes  firom  her  decent,  to  that  august  throne/'— 
After  itsluig  Iwr  ImkM iMUi  |i#»flfffiii0ii«i  itie  oon^ 
dade#  with  protesting  against  erer j  deliberation 
md  Aeciiioii  which  shall  be  eontcaiy  tharela* 
The  cMdvet  of  the  daU  df  S^r&f  h/A  been 
•uch^  that  the  chagrin  diicoTered  on  this  dcca«^ 
timbytbeeiNurtof  Tliriii  eseited  rather  pleatufi 
than  sympathj — and  the  protsst  itself  >vas 
deeBied  too  laajgiiictiit  for  notice;  The  earl  of 
Macclesfield  wa«  deputed  by  the  king  to  carry 
the  joyful  intelligence^  with  the  insignia  of  the 
biderof  tiiegairter  fortheeldctor^  to  tleeottrtof* 
Herenhausejn ;  whete  he  was  received  with  the 
higfaeitiBwkaofdiitiiietion;  mi  wrarded  with 
tery  rich  and  splendid  presents. 

Seferel  weeks  haTing  dapicd  without  ioj  jvo*  An^v  Dis- 
^ess  made  io  the  business  of  the  impeachment^  mc^the 
the  lords  thought  proper  by  memige  to  remind  ^^^'^'^ 
the  tumamami  tfatft  articles  hid  flot  y«t  beta  ex* 
Jubited  against  the  peers  impeached.    Thid  wa^ 
by  BO  nmiM  a  w«teone  hint^ui  they  replied» 
that  articles  were  preparing ;  and  in  a  short  timi», 
thejr  were  attoally  presented  at  the  bar  of  the 
Ms.  The  eoensedpMPSiflsHneryfit^  days  made 
Mr  answer.    On  the  ilsi  of  May  (ITOl) 
MsAer  oMBge  eime  front  <be  lords,  pressing  the 
-tommons  to  give  in  their  replication^  and  proceed 
Is  ttial;  Md  fe|ttresmtihg  the  harddiips  of  delay 
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Tf.  ta' the  pmbns.  mccuweL  The  cnfuidkis  took  fiit 

at  this,  aud  informed  their  lordships  '"^that  thej 
hid  prepsied  a  lepiicatioo  .t»lMdOfford^  but 
chose  to  defer  the  carrying  it  up,  beoam,  from 
the  nature  of  tlic  evidence,  they  chose  to  pro- 
ceed witfi  the  trial  of  lord  Somers  fint-^ffirm- 
ingiu  ahigh  tone  their  right,  as  prosecutors,  to 
be  the  proper  judges  of  the  iixoA-of  Gonductiog 
their  own  prosecution."  The  ?ame  day  the  re- 
plication to  lord  Somers  was  reported,  and  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed.  And  in'the  interim  the  lords 
apprised  them  by  message,  that  they  liad  ap- 
pointed the  9Ui  of  June  ( 1701 )  for  the  trial  of 
lord  Orford  ;  asseiiin<r.  that  the  right  of  limiting 
a  time  for  avoiding  delays  in  jmtice  was  lodged 
in  them."  A  very  Tirarni  altercation  and  repeated 
conferences  on  various  points  of  order  eusued, 
till  the  connions  were  provoked  to  complain^ 
''that  tliey  had  been  obliged  to  spend  that  time 
in  answering  their  lordships'  messages,  which 
would  have  been  otherwise  employed  in  pre- 
paring for  the  trials,  so  that  the  delay  must  be 
charged  to  those  who  gave  occasion  for  it."* 

At  the  last  of  the  conferences,  lord  Havershara 
Imving  intimated  his  opimon  that  the  commons 
were  chargeable  with  gross- partiality  in  the  bu- 
siness of  the  ioipeachmeats,  and  Uiat  the  plea  of 
justice  was  only  a  masfe-to  cover  their  veal  de» 
sigtx>y  tbe:iuanager8  on  the  part  of  the  coouuoos 
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kouse,  on  their  report,  pftssed  a  vote,  that  Joliu  ^"^i^^i^ 
\$xii  Iiitvec«haai  bpct  uttered  must  &caadaloiJi$  re?, 
protclusft  ttnd  fiilsi-c^presiliops^  highly  reflectmg*. 
oa  the  hi)noi:  and  justice  of  the  house  ufcom* 
moBS^'*.  4bd  Ott  hting  iavitid  hy.lh#  lords-  to: re-, 
uew  the  conference^  they  returned  for  oikswer,. 

&&I  tfaid  was  netiCuooaistent  with  their  honor, 
till  they  had  reeeiyed* reparation  for  tjic  indignity. 
oObred  by  lord  IIaver:$haai/'    Notic&>  being  sent 
fiMi  the  loffds>  that  the  trial  of  lord  Somers,  now^. 
according  to  the  desire  of  the  commons,  first  in. 
the  order  of  precedences  yas  fixed  for  the  17  th  of 
June;  the  x^nanioos  absolutely  refused  to  attend,, 
assigoipg       their  reasons:   Ist^  The  unpreccr^ 
dented  refml  of  their  lordships  to  consent  to. 
tlic  appointment  of  a  comuxittec  of.  both  houses 
for  the  settling  the  necessary  preliminaries,  idly. 
The  want  of  a  satisfactory  asBurance,  that  lords 
impeached  of  the  same  crimes  shall  ^ot  sit  in       *  * 
judgment  upon  each  other.  3dly>  Because  they 
have  received  no  reparation  for  tlie  great  indig- 
aity  ofered  to  tfaeint  at  the  last  coqfcrence  by  lord 
llaversham.    And  a  resolution  passed  the  house, 
that  no  member  do  presume  to  appear  at  the 
place  erected  for  the  pretended  trial  of  lord  So* 
Bnis.   Np  accusers,  therefore^  standing  forward, 
to  tupport  the  charge^  it  was  moved»  and  carried; 
<m  (^vision  of  56  to  31  voices^  tb^^John  lord. 
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9opR  nr.  Somen  be  acquitted  of  llto  artioles  eddnied 

^^Ijou^  against  him,  and  that  the  impeachment  be  dis- 
missed. The  loids  Portland,  (Mbfdi  and  Halifiui^ 
were  in  like  manner  acquitted  and  discharged. 
And  recoilecting  the  impeachaeBt  exhibited 
against  the  dqke  ef  Leeds  fii  tbe  year  1695,  and 
which  had  tain  so  many  years  dormant,  they 
thought  it  reasonable  to  e^ad  the  hidulgence 
of  the  hou$e  to  him ;  and  his  grace  was  by  a  ver* 
flict  of  acquittal  exonerated  from  the  burden, 
ihough  not  from  the  reproach,  of  the  impeach- 
ment. The  coimnons  retorted  upon  the  upper 
house,  by  passing  resolutions  irapoiting  ''that 
the  lords  had  refused  justice  upon  the  impeach- 
inent  of  John  lord  Vomers,  and  that,  by  the 
pretended  trial  of  the  said  lord  Somcrs,  they 
have  endeaToured  to  subvert  fhe  ri^t  of  im- 
peachment.** 

Ki^nti^hPe.  Ill  the  uudst  of  the  dispute,  or  rather  quarrelj^ 
puoo.  ^y^^  houses,  an  extraordinary  petition  was 
presented  from  the  justices  pf  the  peace,  grand 
jurbrs,  and  freeholders^  ass^mblfd  at  the  general 
quarter  session  of  the  county  of  Kent,  urging  the 
house,  in  language  daring  and  arro^nt,  to  come 
to  speedy  and  decisive  iresolutions'  in  support 
the  measures  reconnnended  from  the  throne. 
We  most  hiunbly  implore  diis  |ionorable 
house/'  say  the  petitioners,  in  conclusion^  "  to 
have  regard  to  the  voice  of  ^  people,  thai  oiif 
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for — that  your  Joyal  addcanetmay  beturaadiiito  ^""^t^^ 

yfkhose  propitious  aad  uttblenifshcd  mgn  over  m 

fe«wfiilly49  fwrt  HhiMim  befwt  it  if  <too  late.'' 
The  hoiife^  cgfftptraitai  at  ihe  boldUeAs  af  tbii 
petilioB^  or  WiAm  Mma/ominam,  Telai  it  to  ba 

^'  seai)d^lous^  iasokat,  aad  seditious."    The  perr 

tons,  fivo  in  wnober,  who  Wieredalogatod  to  dor 

Krer  the  petition  into  the  hands  of  sir  Thomas 

Uales^  meiiiber  Sh  thie  county  of  kJeai,  ia  oider 

to  Hs  being  presewtad  to  tbo  lioiiae>  htrng  called  ; 

io  the  bar^  owoed  it  to  ba  thm  patitiou^  ^ad  that 

ttqr  had  aet  thair  noaaistoat;  aaiahewing  no 

• 

disposition  to  ^pologi!>e  for  the  asmc,  th&y  vvcra 
aomnatted  piisoiim  to  lha  Qirtabaw ;  whuna 
abty  lay  to  the  eod  of  lha  aession^  visited  by  grea^ 
pmubers  of  persons,  aod  loydjyappljuadcdby  tfao 
whig  party^  who  weft  bow  twpiily  ncmmiog 
dieir  popularity  and  asceod^cy^  as  loeritof ioufiiy 
anftriDg  fiir  thair  {nAiie  spiiit  and  pvtiiolim 
the  piost  odious  and  baibarous  oppressicm.  Oa 
ftetr  ide#aeBieot  froaa  prisoii,  aod  netim  inla 
lieir  own  county,  tbey  were  met  hf  a  cascade 
dT  fiOO  hor^e  at  Slackheath,  aad  aaar  tiieir  eor 
trance  iota  ^  town  of  Maidstone  bjr  ml  orowda 
persona  strewing  (he.  yfti^  be£oc^  tfa^  wiili. 
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BOOK  IV.  gar  lands  and  flowers^  and  displaying  .all  ihcsofir 
^'I^^^KcaadtmDdLekcu^^  of  iniiiD|)]i.  .  -  :  — 1 
Tbe  ciimBl  iMgrna  to  sol;  ttron^l  y  for  a  ^ar 
iriih  Fr^ee  ;  and  thei  cornmoo^  jnade  -ikdair 
mItw  many  enemiei;.  ud  monl^rcil  \  nmeh 
proacb>  for  their  indi&creet  and  pasbiooaiCiCoar 
duct.in  tbi§  trraal  bufmen^^-aad  yet  i]wre«erioiU 
ensure  for  their  g^ross  and  disi^raceful  partiality 
in  the  Iiigber  and  weightiei:  afiair  of  the  iinpfiacb^ 
nenti.  .  .    •  ** .  •  .  « 

l  etter  In  the  course  of  the  sessioa  a  pathetic  letter 
8ut^^^.  frontheStalttGeiMral  to4h#k^^gwa9laidb^^ 

parliament^  in  which  they  describe  the  extreme 
danger  and  difficulty  of  tbeir  siiuatipn,  4Mh1  tb/Q 
afaeolttte  need  ia  wbieh  Ibey  stood  of  immediate 
and  eflectuai  assistance.  Tbey  say^  "  that  France 
ia  eroctipg  forts  uodw  the  capnoe  of  tbeir.  strong 
places,  and  drawing  lines  along  their  frontier— 
that  by  har  intrigues  she  has  drawn  away  tbq 
priiiees  -who  were  their  friend^  from  tbeir  in-^ 
terest^— -and  that  tbey  are  surrounded  on  ail  side^ 
weept  that  of  tbe  sea— 4hat  the  winter,  wUclk 
bad  been  hitherto  their  security,  wa^  now  over,, 
and;  they  .were  oo  tb^  brink  of  beij^g  iuYaded 
aad  overturned  every  moment — and,  in  finet,- 
that  their  conditiou  was  wprse  than  if  tbey 
w«re.  actually  at  war.  l^y  remoostrate  oa  the- 
ijfital  consequences  of  hcmst  left  in  iim  cj^pose^ 
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majesty's  consummate  wisdom,  and  tlie«^|ood  uir  ^^itoZ^ 
ieiUioii^  of  .the  £uglish  parliaiiieat^  to  rescue 
^kaa  from  tiuHt  fuin  vrith  .which  tbejr  ane  threat* 
eaed;  and  which  the  iuterests  of  his  miyesty'f 
JUs^g^oiiB^  Inseparable  from  these  of  the  repaid 
Uc,  are  so  deeply  concerned  to  prevent/'  The 
^oamoos^  with  a  warmth  of  cxpressioa  not  ta 
be  found  m  their  fbrdior  addresses^  assurod  bit 
foajestj,     that  they  w  ould  (^fi'ectuaily  ajiisi«t  him 
to.  suppert  his  allies  in  maintaining  the  laaumr 
of  Europe/*    And  the  king  in  reply  declared^ 
"  thai  it  w^uU  be  a  particular  satisfiM^tion  im 
him,  in  his  time  to  revive  the  glory  which  the 
Euglish  nation  bad  formerly  acquired^  of  main- 
ttining  the  liberty  and  balance  of  Europe/'  Stilt 
the  disposition  of  the  hou^  of  commons  was  ap- 
parentj  to  engage  in  the  war  as  auxiliaiiea  an]y, 
c^iiii  uot  as  principals.   The  lords  indeed  prcsent-^ 
ed  an  address  of  a  very  diiterent  compkociei^ 
requesting  bis  majesty.    not  enly  to  make  gwd- 
all  the  articles  of  auy  former  treaty  to  thebtatea 
General,  but^^at  he  will,  enter  into  a  strict 
league^  ofi'ensivc  and  defcnbive^  with  them>  for 
our  eommoo  preeervation,  and  invite- into  it  ail 
other  princes  and  states  whor  are  concerned  in  the 
Yi^ihle  danger  arising. from  the  union  of 
Ffunc^  and  Spain/'   But  onT  this  topic  the  mt^ 
U 


r 
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pooK  IV.  tunaats  of  the  h^jtue  of  peers  «ri»re  of  my  ifliftr 
4701.    rior  importance. 

Towafrds  tke  eonch^ion  of  the  session,  hov-. 
ever^  the  commons^  sensiMe  of  Hht  r«f«tiilioi| 
they  had  lost^  and  flinxious  to  recover  their  credit 
urMi  die  action,  whic^  was  extraMy  dispiepsed 
frith  their  cold  *^d  dilatory  proceedings,  pre- 
IMtad  an  address,  assuring  his  majesty,  thaft 
tthe  hoiufe  wouM  assist  him  in  supporting  those 
alliances  majesty  should  iliink  tit  to  make,  is| 
'  eonjunotion  wkh  the  omperor  and  <iie  Stetes  Ger 
peral,  for  the  preservation  of  Jthe  liberties  of  Euy 
lopo,  tha  property  tnd  peaee  of  ^ngtand,  and 
for  reducing  the  exorbitant  power  of  France/' 
Th^  ^xtsaordmary  ^nd  fatere^ting  #c#sio4i  of  parr 
Ikment  was  at  length  tanmnaled  aii  tfie  S^h  0f 
^^e^  1701^  by  a  gracious  speech  from  the  throne, 
wkich  ttlie  king  expreasad  his  hope,  tthat  what 
measures  he  might  a.dopt  during  the  recess,  for 
jtba  adv^ai^^inaiit  of  tjbe  common  cause,  would 
paatiFo  the  approbation  of  pjirltapient  at  thetf 
meeting  again  in  the  winter. 

Pkoeces-      Vfom  Ao  king's  pujtting  lha  gOTarnmeiit  iol^ 

Convoci^^^  the  bands  of  the  tories,  the  new  ministry  mad<;  it 
^*       #ae  of  thair  damandi^  that  ^,  caoYi^catioii  stioidd 
ha  pamriMad  to  sit ;  which  wis  acoovdingl  y  sum* 
ponad  February  10th,  1701.    Like  almost  all 
istfiar  ckric^  synods,  Aair  prooot^bi^  and  da?^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


wiLUAM  in,  lOT 

^alcs  were  eharmckrised  by  inexpjresiible  malig-  ^^^^^^i 
idty  and  Mly ;  biit»  being  happily  diraM  of  noi^ 
averj  dsgrt^  of  civil  pow^r^  they  knit  theis  d&rk? 
wed  toeife  end  gaaahedthairieetkio  vein.  Tibejr 
began  by  ^serting  in  a  lofty  tone  their  right  to 
lit  wbeeever  the  f^ihvmo^  aat,  as  being  en  ea? 
iimtial  braneli  of  tliet  Bedy,  and  denying  <het 
they  could  lawfully  be  prorop:ued  ex(  ept  whei| 
farlianent  vaa  proregutd.   Th^  diapuied  the 
autlkoiity  of  the  archbishop  to  adjourn  or  der 
Iflnnine  Ae  aenion^e— Thay  retuined  their  aolenm 
thanks  to  Atterbury,  archdeacon  of  Totneai^ 
ibr  his  l&uneA  treatiae  on  the  Rights  of  Convo^ 
cations— They  paned  heavy  censmea  en  e  ceiv 
4aia  book  called  "  Chrifitianity  not  mysterious/* 
wiMen  Vy  Mr.  Toland ;  end  likewise  on  a  recent 
publication  of  the  bishop  of  Sarum,  styled  "  An 
Eipodttoa  of  the  Tfairtymine  Articles  of  the 
Oimch  of  England/'   And  fliey  engaged  in  he« 
fuid  eager  disputes  with  the  bishops  respecting 
fwiooi  poinli  of  pri?il^ ;  insomucli  that  Oe 
right  reverend  fathers  were  compelled  to  com- 
plain,    that  they  had  risen  to  higher  degrees  of 
disrespect  and  invasion  of  the  metropolitan  and  ^ 
episcopal  h^ts^  than  ever  was  attempted  by  any 
Wwer  henae  of  eonvoeetion  before  i  end  Ihsrf 
they  had  thereby  given  the  greatest  blow  to  the 
chueh  thel  had  been  givett  tof  it  ance  4he  presr 
))ytfrian  assembly  that  sat  at  Westminster  in  the 
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BOOK  rv.  la;^  times  of  coafiuioik"   Tbe  convocation  wait 
^^fiiu^  at  l6B^  proro^ed  by  thetarthhifttop;  at  Hm 
termination  of  tUa  session  of  parUam^ni^.  in  the 
midst  of  these  ieontentilnii  at  onca  ta  Juefc^  jaodi 
frivolous.  .  '  '  ^ 

King  De.  The  Juog  left  Had  ptcui-couri  Qtt  tbc^  last  dajP* 
'  June,  attended  by  tbe  brdif  .lt^ainey,  Albe-* 
marlcj  &c.  and  on  the  3d  July  acrived  in  ilollaiul- 
The  next  day  be  took.hia'fleat.  iim  aweniMy  oi 
the  States  General,  where  he  was  received  with, 
tiie  most  cordial  congraiuktions,  as  .the  pra*^ 
teetor,  friend,  and'^fttber  of  his  country.  Tlr 
was  in  hopes^"  said  this  gre^  monarch,  *^  an4' 
fksred  to  have  passed. the  rest  of  my  days  ki  re-^ 
pose  and  pcace^  and  at  the  end  of  them  to  have^ 
left  this  Stale  in  a  quiet  and  flourishing;  covdi*^ 
tion.  To  which  purpose  I  have  always  laboredy 
particularly  since  the  coucLi^^Uc  of  the  las<t 
peooct;  but  there  have  8ince4iappeiedfluebgroa% 
alterations  in  the  affaire  of  Europe^  that  I  knjow: 
not  ivhat  vfill  be  die  disposal  of  IMviM  Pro videimr 
concerning  them.  Ne\crtheless  I  can  sincerely^ 
ai^ure  your  high  migbiio^esi  ibat>  iwhether  af- 
fiirs  can  be  aceommoidated  without  coming  to. 
farther  embroilment^^  or  wht^U^er  we  must  1)0 

• 

obliged  to  take  anns^a^n,  ,1  Ji^Auist  in  the  same. 

affection  and  the  same  zeal  which  I  ever,  had  for 
the  sernrice.  and.pcoAp^rity  pi*  ikftm  .fpoyinw^/'. 
13be. States  in  leplj)  dficjj|ire4  tt»»aeiyca /'.sen-j 
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lible  how  tniich  his  majesty's  presence  was  neres-  'JSJ^* 
lury  ia  this  dangerous  conjunctare — the  whole 
Mliott  pluing  their  cowAdenee^  firom  the  highest 
to  the  lowest,  iu  his  majesty  's  prudence  and  sur- 
fNushi;  abilities."  The  comnMUid  of  the  troops 
destined  for  the  relief  of  Holland  was,  bv  an 
hsppj  choicely  confided  to  the  eerl  of  Marlbo- 
fough,  at  the  same  time  appointed  plenipoteiH 
tiarj  to  the  States ;  and  whom  the  king  well 
knew  to  be  equally  qualified  for  the  council  or 
the  field :  "  uniting/'  as  he  declared  with  gene- 
laos  applause^ the  coolest  head  with  the  warm- 
est heart."  • 

(kk  the  departure  of  the  king  to  Tiait  the  fron- 
tier garrisons,  M.  d'AVaux  delivered  to  tfie 
States  General  a  letter  from  his  Most  Christian 
majesty,  notifjang  the  recall  of  his  ambassador. 
This  was  accompanied  by  a  memorial  from  the 
unbasBador^  stating  in  very  eloquent  and  forci- 
ble terms  the  regret  rather  than  the  resentment 
ielt  by  the  king  his  master  at  the  extraordinary 
syilem  of  policy  adopted  by  their  high  mighti- 
nesses. He  said,  that  his  Most  Christian  ma^ 
jeitly  eameitly  wished  to  dissipate  the  vain  ter- 
rors excited  by  the  accession  of  his  grandson  to 
throne  of  Spain-— That  the  conference  had 
been  opened  to  treat  of  the  interests  of  Holland 
•okly ;  and>  if  the  States  had  so  pleased^  had 
loift  tenuMted  to  the  teeurity  of  the  pnmaces^ 
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jmm  nr.  tbe  advoitage  of  tbeif  tomalauilt,  mA  ivftfi  li 

.i70i.  assurance  of  perpetual  amitjr  from  the  Mosi 
Cfatfietiaa  kkig.«^Tbe  ittibiWiAdr  eagdmmA  tbt 
astonishment  of  his  master,  that  the  SCatesr  ^oiild 
coofouiid  the  iaierests  of  tbe  empexoc  witli  those 
df  Ihi^  re{HiMi€i  and  «reci  ibenMeivw  ittlv  grW* 
lers  between  the  houses  of  France  and  Austria— 
iuid  thttt  th^y  ilMNikl  efeo  revive  in  favor  of  At 
lattcFi  to  break  those  treaties  which  the  republic 
bad  hitherto  regarded  at  the  ctefimiaiioB,  or  ra* 
iber^  fleal;of  her  schrereignty."' NotwithilaBd'^ 
ing  tbe  earnest  dedirc  expresied  by  the  States,  on 
the  presentation  of  this  memorial^  to  t^etmne  the 
conferences,  the  ainb88sador>  in  conseqiicnce  of 
.positive  ofd^rs  from  Us  courts  left  the  Hi^ne^ 
August  13  (1701 ),  after  paying  the  customary 
compliinents  to  tlie  States  General,  but  without 
.noticing  the  king  of  Ei(;lmid  or  any  of  hit 
court. 

tn^iid-  tohsMere^  ds  bdth  tides  as 

haviniv  coir.e  to  a  crisis  ;  and  on  the  IthSeptera- 
.ber  a  i^ew  treaty  of  alliance,  genersiUy  styled  the 
second  grand  alliance^  was  lAgned  between  the 
.emperor  au^l  the  maritime  powers,  to  which  all 
kings,  princes  ind  states  wcfre  invited  tir  aaeeda,* 
for  procuring  satisfaction  to  the  house  of  Aus- 
tria iu  respect  to  the  Spanish  sUceessiony  aod 
more  particularly  fdr  reroti^ring  the  Spanish  N*^ 

tiicr lauds  to  be  a  barrier  bctweeiK  UoUaad.aad 
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France,  as  likewise  the  Spaarish  dominions  in  book  iv. 
Italy  Ibf  the  cmperar^  and  Miflkiwit  Mcuritj  Smt  1791^ 
the  yiwtfimtiwi  of  Ae  IwlftMe  of  power  in  Bo* 
rope;  for  which  purpose  the  coni'edecates  shall 
jotottr,  end  wkh  their  whole  fiMrce,  oppose  aad 
pre\eai  the  union  of  France  and  Spain  under  the 
«Be  goYcnmnt — ^for  tbekiog  eif  E^lend  had 
too  Meli  wisdon  to  make  the  recoYerv,  i.  e.  the 
coayiwty  of  Spain  the  obyect  of  the  war.  And  it 
mm  expressly  stipulated*  that  the  war  once  bOfun 
should  not  be  concluded  but  \vitli  the  consent  and 
MncuifCBce  of  the  allied  poweti^, 

*  The  words  of  the  treaty  an :     Neutrlpartlom  fas  est» 
brtlo  semel  smcepto,  de  pace  cdtn  hoste  tractate  nisicon<A 

jiinctim,  et  cotnmunicatis  con^iliis."    Kurope  might  indetti  at 
this  period  reasonably  be  aJarmed  at  the  progress  of  the  (Tailic 
gicaiaefiff.   For  moie  than  half  a  ceatnry  past  she  had  been 
won  or  kas  a  gaines  by  every  tmty  in  which  her  name  had 
appeared  as  a  party.    By  the  treaty  of  Westphalia  or  Munster» 
A.  D.  ifUS,  she  acquired  the  Upper  and  Lower  Ahace,  and 
the  three  bishoprkkji  at  Meiz,  I'oul,  and  Verdun,  with  their 
4epeadea€ies.    By  that  of  the  P)rciices,  1659,  the  whole  ot 
Ibe  province  of  ArtMS^  excepting  Aire  and  St.  Omer»  togethcir 
.    vkh  dravelines,  tandreci,  Quesnoy,  Thionville»  Montmedl^ 
Ice.  with  ttieir  r^spoclive  fiefs  and  appendages  j  also  the 
county  of.  Rou^illon,  with  that  part  ot"  Ce^'a^ne  situated 
•*  en  de^  de^  Pyrciiees."    She  had  at  d^trorent  times  usurped 
s  great  proportion  of  the  important  duchy  of  Lorraine  and  by 
itit  treaty  of  Aut-la-CkapcUe,  m  l668>  she  gained  Douay^ 
Toomay,  Lisle.  Armentiers  St  Venox,  and  Fumes^  ^th  the 
b^ilbg«:\;,  chnti'lanlC',  and  trrr'.tcr'.v- •  thereunto  pertaining.  By 
lr«aiy  «1"  Xirtlegutn,  ^^7%  i^e  ^'xured  the  whole  of  tliat 
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mooKTv.    Even  previous  to  the  coaclusiuoa  of  ibis  treat 
1701.   hofitilitioa  bad  Mtualty  eommeBoed  on  flie  pari 

^^^^   tbe  emperor  >vith  a  spiiit  and  success  wholly  lui- 
^      eocpectad.  A  numerous  army  bad  been  asaemUed 
early  in  the  summer  by  the  eoart  o^Vienna  oh 
the  Italian  ixoaiier,  the  command,  of  wbicb  waf 
ccmferred  upon  prince  Eug^ene  of  SaToy^  so  cole* 
bra  ted  since  the  victory  of  Zenta.  Tbia.general>« 
enteing^  Italy  by  tbe  route  of*  Vieensa;  made  a 
feint  of  passino^  the  Po  near  Fcrrara  ;  and  while 
the  enemy  were  thus  amused^  he  crossed  the  Adige 
(July  1701 ),  and  attacked  and  totally  defeated 
a  large  body  of  troops  posted  at  Carpi.  The 
French  and  Piedmontese  arrny^  commanded  bj 
mai'ccbal  de  Catiuat  and  the  duke  of  Savoy  in 
person,  retiring  beyond  the  Mincio>  the  kdperial 
general  passed  that  river  also  in  pursuit  of  them  : 
and  M.  de  Catiuat^  who  acted  under  the  re- 
straint of  an  absurd  defensive  system^  transmiitcd 

province  of  the  antient  duchy  of  Burgundy,  known  by  the  ap- 
jx.-llation  ol"  Franche  Comte,  coniprclicndirig  the  cities  of  Dol, 
£esaD^oo»  Salines,  Vesoul,  &c.  and  more  than  120  towns  and 
▼illsges;  alto  tbe  fortretses  of  Valencietineij  Bouchaine» 
Cdnd^,  Cambray,  St  Omer,  Ypres,  Maubeogeji  k6.  Sec  with 
their  extensive  dependencies ;  and  by  th^  treaty  of  Ryswick» 
1607,  thecil)  ot"  Strasburg,  with  its  contiguous  district  or  de- 
mesne on  the  left  of  die  Rhine.    All  these  were  tlie  ac(^uisi- 
tions  of  a  single  reign ;  and,  what  seemed  still  more  extraor- 
dinary, they  were  made  in  opposition  to  and  defiance  of  this, 
utmost  efforts  of  almost  all  the  other  great  powers  of  Euro^ 
acting  in  conjunction  against  bcr. 
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to  iiiiD  from  VenaiUet^  making  diaposiiioDS  to  book  iv. 
co?er  the  MUanese,  was  astonished  to  find  that  ^"Ttou^ 
the  imperialists  had^  by  a  rapid  movement  on  the 
oppoaite  8ide>  suddenly  over-nm  the  Mantuai|» 
veduced  the  fortress  of  Castiglione^  and  laid  the 
country  under  contribution. 

The  court  of  Versailles,  not  compiebending 
the  cause  of  these  disasters  determined  to  super- 
iede  M.  Cntinat,  and  to  appoint  as  his  successor 
M.  de  Villeroj,  who  had  been  particular!}'  severe 
in  his  censures  of  that  able  commander,  as  tuLY" 
hy  his  inaetiTity  and  supineness,  sacrificed 
the  honor  of  France.  The  rashness,  vanity^ 
and  igoonmee  of  the  new  general  quickly  pro- 
duced the  consequences  which  might  be  expected. 
M.  Catinatj  who  still  remained  in  the  aimy^ 
though  in  a  subordinate  capacity,  received  M. 
Villeroy's  orders  on  tlie  21^th  August,  to  com- 
mence  an  attack  on  the  imperialists,  then  en- 
camped in  an  impregnable  position  at  Chiari  on  Battle  of 
the  Oglio.  He  caused  the  aid  de  camp  to  re- 
peat  his  message  three  times;  after  which  he 
turned  to  the  officers  about  him,  and  said  Aliens 
done  mesaiettrs,  il  imut  ob^ir.''  During  the  fight 
the  duke  of  Savoy,  whose  fidelity  was  somewhat 
suspected,  displayed  heroic  braTcry,  and  M. 
Catinat,  who  saw  that  success  was  impossible, 
seemed  prodigal  of  life.  The  French  were  re- 
pulsed with  prodigious  slaughter,  and  M.  Vil- 
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leroy,  destitute  of  ail  presence  of  miad^  made  no 
effort  to  save  the  wreck  of  hit  troops.   M.  Cati^* 
nat  at  length,  though  wounded,  gave  the  neces- 
sary orders  for  a  retreat.   Immediately  after  thia 
engagement  he  resigned  his  oommissioii^  wad  re- 
paired to  Paris  to  vindicate  his  character  from 
the  imputalions  so  unjustly  thrown  upon  it  But 
it  was  remarked  of  this  miliUry  philosopher,  that 
in  doing  this  he  abstained  from  all  reflections  on 
the  conduct  of  the  Due  de  Villeroy,  whose  pre- 
sumption had  tbua  occasioned  the  loss  of  5000 
men :  and  the  French  amy,  being  fkrther  re- 
duced by  sickness  and  dispirited  by  defeat,  re- 
tired early  into  their  destined  quarters.  Bui 
prince  Eugene  kept  his  troops  in  ahnost  con- 
stant motion  during  the  whole  of  the  winter,  and 
was  so  successful  in  all  his  enterprises  as  to  keep 
the  French  in  perpetual  alarm.     Marechal  de 
Villeroy  having  fixed  his  head  quarters  at  Cre- 
mona, which  commands  a  bridge  over  the  Po ; 
the  j^ince  formed,  in  the  month  of  January  17QS, 
a  design  to  surprise  the  town.   He  conducted  in 
person  a  strong  detachment  of  troops  from  the 
Oglio,  and  ordered  another  corps  fipom  the  Par* 
mesan  to  force  at  the  same  time  the  passage  of 
the  bridge.    Marching  in  profound  silence  and 
secrecy  through  the  ruins  of  an  old  aqueduct,  he 
gained  possession  of  one  of  the  gates  of  the  city. 
M.  de  Villeroy,  being  awakened  on  tibe  sudden. 
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hished^  unarmed  and  unattended^  into  tbe  midst  book  'IT« 
of  the  tmnuUy  and  was  instantiy  made  a  piuooer.  ^Ttok^ 
But  the  party  who  were  to  attack  the  bridge  not  uken 
ciimiiig  up  at  tbe  time  appoioted^  the  pnnce  was  onmiLu 
toknHiMj  compeUci  to  abandon  bis  enterprise—- 
and  retired  in  safety  with  the  marecfaal  and  the 
oAer  prieouen  whom  he  had  taken.    By  this 
4mag  exploit^  though  not  crowned  with  perfect 
mceos,  he  was  oofeied  wMi  gloiy.   Such  was 
tin  activity  and  spirit  of  adventure,  that  the 
French  knew  not  when  or  where  to  think  themr 
sdvet  in  security.    He  irent  on  enlarging  bis' 
quarters^  strengthening  his  posts,  and  kept  the 
eity  itf  Mantua  closely  blockaded ;  till  at  length 
the  court  of  Versailles,  seeing  the  whole  Spa- 
imh  empire  in  Italy  endangered^  resolved  to 
send  large  reinforcements  into  that  comitry,  un^ 
der  tbe  conduct  of  a  general  worthy  to  be  the 
tntsgonist  4»t  prince  Eugene—^^he  mar^chal  due 
de  Vendome. 

An  event,  trivial  in  itself^  but  attended  with  im-  i>«ath  of 
portant  consequences  m  tbe  present  crisis,  took 
phce  in  the  autunm  of  this  year^  in  the  death  of 


X 

11 

this  life  at  St.  Germaine's,  September  16th,  1701, 
ta  tbe  68th  year  of  his  age.  Sunk  into  the  most 
abject  and  senseless  extremes  of  bigotry  and  su- 
perstition^  he  seemed  entirely  to  have  relinquish- 
ed tbe  hope^  and  almost  the  wish,  to  recover 
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'^^iTou^  into  fte  society  of  the  Jmits ;  and  had  rarely 
fidled^  during  the  latter  period  of  his  life^  making 
a  Tisit  animally  to  {he  abbey  of  la  Trappe — 
practising  there  the  same  austerities  which  are 
cnjoiaed  upon  theaBonks  themaelm  by  tberuks 
of  that  ri^d  order.  He  kept  very  severe  fasls ; 
and  would  upon  certain  days,  bind  his  body  with 
a  very  sharp-pointed  iron  chain.  He  anisled  at 
the  choir  hours^  ei^cept  at  night.  He  ate  nothing 
but  eggi,  laittMi,  ioid  pube ;  aad  spent  bis  time 
in  long  meditations  and  spiritual  confermees  wUfc 
the  abbotj  and  his  confessor,  whom  be  took  con- 
•iBBily  tlMve  with  hiaii.  In  the  imial  course  of 
things^  he  heard  ordinarily  at  St.  Germaioe  as 
bis  secretary  Nairae  attuts,  two  masses  etery  day, 
and  en  all  the  great  festivals  three  mawci  aad 
vespers,  &c.  During  Lent  he  had  sermons  in  his 
cbapel  tbrice  a  wedi;  and  be,  with  his  queen, 
went  every  year  on  foot  to  the  procession  of  the 
Holy  Saerament  over  the  town  of  St.  Germaine*s. 
On  tbe  day  and  octave  of  Corpus  Cbristi  Ihey 
beard  high  mass  at  the  parish  church ;  and  on 
every  evening  durii^  the  octave,  and  on  Smdays 
and  great  holidays  throughout  the  year,  they  were 
present  at  the  exaltation  of  the  boat.  Such  are 
tbe  fbiliea  wfaidi  usurp  tbe  venerdile  name  of 
religion ! 

In  the  beginning  of  tbe  year  bis  health  visibly 
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iarlinfd  Taad  he  had  in  April  drunk  the  minanl  book  nr. 
waters  <^  Bourbon  without  finding  benefit.  Dur-  irou 
iiig  his  last  iUoess  the  king  of  France  came  to 
vkit  him  at  St.  Genoaine's^  and  seemed  much 
touched  with  his  condition.  The  dying  monarchy 
rainqg  hkuKlf  in  his  bed,  expimaed  in  fiunt  ac- 
cents his  gratitude  to  his  Most  Christian  majesty 
tor  the  numerous  inrtanceg  of  friendship  and  ge- 
nerality he  had  received  from  him.  On  which 
the  king  of  France  told  him^  he  did  not  yet  know 
die  esleflt  of  the  kindness  be  intended  for  him 
and  bis  family  :  for  that,  in  the  event  of  his  de- 
ceaae^  he  would  acknowledge  the  prince  his  son 
m  kifl^  of  Crieat  Britain.  On  hearing  this, 
James  appeared  overwhelmed  with  surprise  and' 
jjOf,  and  said  "  he  had  nothing  farther  to  ask  or 
wirii.  He  exhorted  his  sou  to  persevere  in  the 
fiuth,  aa  a  point  of  inhnitelj  more  consequence 
to  him  than  the aequintion  of  a  crown.  Hesaid, 
that  by  his  practice  he  recommended  Christian 
fiMgtwoem  to  him;  for  he  heartily  ibfgave  all  his 
enemies^  not  even  excepting  the  princess  of  Den- 
■Mik,  the  prince  of  Orangey*  and  tbeemperor." 
It  must  bowem  be  lemembered  that  this  monarch 
sever  discoTered  the  famtest  symptoms  of  a  for- 
giviai^  disposition  as  loi^  as  he  retained  any  hope 
oi  revenge.  On  the  contrary,  his  public  deck- 
"nlitrfr  and  manifestoes  breathe  the  most  maiig- 
aaat  apirit  of  rancor. 
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BOOR  TV.  Immediatelj  upon  his  death  the  pretended 
^'^1^0^  prince  vms  proclainied  king  of  England,  4c.  by 
the  officers  of  his  own  household  in  the  court 
yard  of  the  paltce^  by  the  style  and  title  of  king 
James  III.  Nevertheless  before  the  French  mo* 
narch  would^  agreeably  to  his  recent  aad  toIiuh 
tary  promise,  formally  recognize  hira  inthatcapa^ 
eity^  he  deemed  it  requisite  to  convene  a  council 
0f  slate^  in  which  all  his  principal  ministers  con- 
curred in  dissuading  him  from  a  measure  so  fla« 
grantly  impolitic.  The  due  de  Beaimlliers  in 
particular  spoke  with  all  the  energy  of  truth  and 
eloquence,  against  a  determination  so  fatal,  and 
deprecated  the  mischiefs  and  calamities  which 
must  inevitably  arise  from  this  source.  That  il- 
Instrious  patriot  had  been  goyernor  of  the  duke 
of  Burgundy,  and  he  was  known  as  the  intimate 
friend  of  the  celebrated  preceptor  of  that  prince 
Fenelon,  archbishop  of  Cambray,  whose  bene- 
ficent mayims  of  government  he  had  not  only 
adopted  in  theory,  but  had  made  the  rule  of  his 
conduct.  And  though  he  preferred  in  all  hit 
coiusels  the  happiness  of  the  people  to  the  glory 
of  the  monarch,  he  invariably  retained  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  his  sovereign,  who  had  the 
merit  of  admiring  that  virtue  which  he  could  not 
resolve  to  imitate.  The  marquis  of  Torcy  on 
fliis  occasion,  from  policy,  seconded  those  conn- 
seU  which  the  due  de  BeauviUiers  had. urged 
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chiefly  from  motives  of  liuinanity  :  aiul  at  length  book  iv. 
the  king  appeared  fully  pcnetniied  "vrith  the  force  j7oi. 
of  their  arguments.  But  on  retiring  from  the 
council,  he  met  in  the  apvtment  of  Madame*  de 
Maintenon^  the  disconsolate  widow  of  the  late 
king  James^  who^  in  the  moving  language  of  tears 
and  supplications,  coi^rad  him  not  to  refuse  to 
tlie  only  sou  of  a  monarch  whom  he  had  so  ge- 
MToualy  protected  the  sad  homage  ,  of  an  empty 
title^  the  sole  remains  of  their  former  greatness. 
She  feminded  him  that  he  had,  during  the  life- 
time of  die  father,  acknowledged  the  son  as 
prince  of  Wales^  and  that  he  could  not  without 
tanishiiig  his  own  glory,  now  hesitate  to  ac* 
knowledge  him  as  king:  thai  the  piinceof  Orange 
himself  could  not  be  ofended  at  this  bare  uomi* 
nal  recognition,  whilst  be  enjoyed  wmudesCed^ 
all  the  ii'uits  of  his  usurpation*. 

The  prayers  and  entreaties  of  the  queen,  which  Reco^ii. 
were  powerfully  siippoi  led  by  Madame  de  Mam-  Pretend«r 
tenon,  shook  the  resolution  of  the  monarch;  and  ^^'^^ 
in  fine,  reverting  to  his  original  pur|>ose,  he  gave 
orders  that  the  king  of  England  should  be  pub- 
licly recognised  in  that  capacity ;  and  this  was 
done  that  very  day  by  the  king  and  court  of 
France,  who  paid  tiieir  compliments  of  condo- 
lence and  congratulation  at  the  court  of  Bt.  Ger- 

•       •  • 

«  Voltaire,  Histoire  Generale,  vol.     p.  115. 
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BOOK  IV.  maine'g,  in  the  same  maimer  and  fonn  as  if  the 


mi.  moek  sovereign  had  hem  the  moat 

valid  and  unquestionable. 

Startled,  nerertheleta,  at  the  conaeqneneea  of 
the  rash  step  they  had  taken,  M.  de  Torcy,  in  a 
conference  held  aoon  after  with  the  earl  of  Man- 
chester, who  would  no  longer  appear  at  court, 
endeavoured  to  apologize  for  this  measure,  which 
he  professed  had  given  him  concern,  as  "  merely 
complimentary  ;  and  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
present  n^otiation  would  terminate  in  a  peace, 
which  would  set  all  right/'  The  ambassador,  in 
his  dispatches  to  Mr.  Vernon,  says,  it  is  certain 
that  M.  de  Torcj,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  minia* 
ters,  was  against  it,  and  only  the  dauphin  and 
madame  de  Maintenon,  whom  the  queeii,  widow 
of  the  late  king,  had  prevailed  vrith,  carried  thia 
point."  He  declares  farther,  that,  he  kmvm 
that  the  king  of  France  ordered  M.  de  Torcy  to 
soften  this  matter  as  much  as  he  could" — but  he 
acknowledges  "  there  is  no  reliance  upon  their 
sincerity  after  what  has  pasted.  I  fear/'  says  be, 
there  never  will  be  any  treating  with  this  court» 
without  great  vigor  and  resolution,  and  with 
sword  in  hand/' 
^fX  £ng^  This  opinion  entirely  coincided  with  the  sent^ 
iiAAmbM»  ments  of  the  king  of  England,  who,  on  receiving 
intelligence  of  the  death  of  James,  and  the  con- 
sequent recognition  of  his  son,  aent  an  express  to 
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tte  eari  of  Maachester  to  return  to  Engltiid  book  iy 

without  takins^  his  audience  of  leave.  Of  this  ^oIT' 
the  ambassador  immediately  apprised  M.  de 
TiNPcy^  atalii^>  ''that  the  king  his  master,  being 
informed  that  his  Most  Christian  majesty  has 
owned  another  king  of  Great  Britain^  does  not 
bdieve  that  his  honor  and  bis  interest  oermit 
Um  longer  to  l^eepan  ambassador  in  France— he 
ho  Aerefim  orders  to  retire/*  The  FVench 
court  discovered  some  symptoms  of  surprise  at 
fliis  notification ;  and  on  the  sameday  an  answer 
was  returned  by  M.  de  Torcy,  in  cold  and 
distant  terms^  purporting  the  sincere  de^iire  his 
Most  Christian  majesty  always  entertained  to- 
pKserye  the  peace  confirmed  by  the  treaty  of 
RjBwick. 

Bat  in  a  subsequent  memoriaL  dispersed  in  all 
the  courts  of  Europe,  the  king  of  France  takes 
nnieh  pains  to  yindicate  his  conduct  from  the  im«- 
putation  of  violating  his  subsisting  engagements 
.with  the  kii^  of  England.  He  dedares  that 
be  neTor  stipulated  to  refuse  the  title  of  king  to 
the  prin<:e,  on  the  demise  of  his  father — that  his 
Urth  entitled  him  to  it — and  that  he  would  not 
obtain  any  other  assistance  from  France,  than 
what  the  late  king  Junes  received  since  the 
treaty  of  Ryswick,  which  were  merely  for  his 
subsistence  and  the  alleviation  of  his  misfortunes. 
—The  gpeneiositj  of  his  Most  Christian  majesty 
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BOOK  nr.  would  not  allow  hiin      wtmaion  either  that 

prince  or  his  familj—- and  it  is  remarked  in  iliig 
Sdemoriai  to  be  no  new  thing  to  give  to  children 
the  titles  of  kingdoms  which  the  kings  their 
fibers  have  losty  without  an)r  breach  of  amit^— 
Of  thi»»  history  (umishes  many  examples — and 
in  particular  the  kings  of  Poland,  of  the  house  of 
Vasa,  haTing  lost  the  kingdom  of  Sweden,  were 
treated  by  France  as  kin^  of  Sweden  till  tho 
peace  of  Oliva^  though  at  the  same  time  France 
was  in  strict  alliance  with  king  Gustavus  and 
queen  Christina/'  But  iu  the  existing  circuiu* 
stances  this  labored  apology  produced  little  or 
no  effect ;  and  the  conduct  of  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles was  uniYcrsally  regarded  as  openly  and  de« 
cidedly  hostile  to  Great  Britain. 

During  the  whole  of  the  summer  the  king  of 
England  had  been  deeply  engaged  in  the  nume* 
rous  and  complicated  negotiations  indispensable 
Prf carious  at  the  CTC  of  a  general  war ;  and  it  still  remained 
Ktoy*i  doubtful  what  part  the  majority  ol  the  secondary 
powers  of  Europe  would  take  in  the  contest^ 
when  William  embarked  for  England^  where  he 
arrived  early  in  November  ( 1701 ).  His  state  of 
health,  at  no  time  Tery  firm,  for  the  last  year 
harassed  and  wearied  with  incessant  anxiety,  was 
remarked  to  be  not  a  little  impaired  ;  and  his  re- 
turn to  England  was  retarded  by  an  ilhiess  of  a 
serious  nature^  from  which  he  hi^d  partiiUly  and' 
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doMrly  leMvered.  Though  sensible  of  the  shock  book  iv. 
Us  constitution  had  sustained^  his  activity  and  1701, 
encq^r  of  mind  seemed  io  no  wise  diminished* 
And  knowing  how  much  depended  upon  himself, 
and  the  extent  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  him, 
he  was  solicitoiis  to  conoeel,  as  Sir  as  possible, 
his  exhausted  condition  from  the  public  view,  till 
the  grand  projects  now  in  contemplation  were 
adfanoed  to  a  state  of  maturity.  But  he  told 
the  earl  of  Portland,  that  he  should  not  live  to 


er  summer. 

The  king  found  on  his  return  to  England  the  Resent- 
whole  nation  in  a  vdiement  fimnent.  The  rc-  E^kh*^ 
common  of  the  pretended  prince  of  Wales  by 
the  French  monarch,  while  the  treatjr  of  Rys^ 
wick  waa  yet  in  force,  ,  had  excited  the  most  pas« 
sionate  resentment  of  all  ranks  and  orders  of  pco  . 
pie.  The  perfect  unanhnity  of  the  public  beU 
ings  and  sentiments  in  this  country  upon  certain 
occasions,  forms  a  distinguishing  trait  of  the 
fiiglith  character;  and  in  no  instance  did  it  ever 
appear  more  strongly  than  the  present.  The  con- 
duct of  the  king  of  France  was  considered  as 
exhibiting  a  combinatioB  of  perfidy  and  pre^ 
sumption.  Such  an  acknowledgment  of  the  title 
of  the  abdicated  house  seemed  little  less  than  a 
declaration  of  perpetual  war  ;  for  there  was  no 
prospect  of  the  extinction  of  the  exiled  family, 
^d  consequently  no  room  to  suppose  that  France 
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BOOK  IV.  would  ever  admit  finglMid  to  be  goterned  by 
^^iToiT^  a  rightful  and  lawful  king.  '  Addressfs  were  pre- 
sented from  all  parts,  expressing  in  the  warmest 
and  most  affectionate  terms,  a  resolute  determi- 
nation  to  support  his  majesty  in  the  defence  of 
his  just  rights,  in  opposition  to  all  invaders  of  bis 
crown  and  dignity. 

It  was  the  highest  gratification  that  the  king 
could  receive,  to  find  such  a  spirit  prevailing  ia 
the  nation,  which  was  ho^veYer  very  ill  seconded 
bjr  those  who  occupied  the  great  offices  of  go- 
vernment. He  had  never  been  upon  cordial  terms 
with  his  present  ministers.  The  earl  of  Ro- 
chester, who  was  accounted  the  ebief,  had  proved 
wholly  intractable  and  imperious.  Instead  of 
moderating  the  violence  of  his  partj,  he  was  at- 
siduous  to  inflame  their  passions  and  prejudices. 
And  the  king  repeatedly  declared,  that  the  year 
in  which  that  nobleman  directed  his  councils  vraa 
the  most  uneasy  of  his  life.  The  carl  had  now 
repaired  to  his  government  of  Ireland,  where  he 
shewed  himself  capable  of  acting  with  temper  and 
prudence. 

So  loi^  since  as  tlie  month  of  September,  tb^ 

king  had  \^  ritten  to  lord  Sunderland  from  Loo, 
earnestly  requesting  bis  advice  in  the  then  situa^ 
tion  of  affairs*.    He  expressed  himself  as  yet  un- 

*  Hsrdwid^e  State  Papers,  A.D.  iJQl. 
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ileterniined  wjiat  measures  to  take,  or  whethdr  to  book  nr. 
call  a  new  parliament — ^fearing,  that  if  he  should  ^"^itoi^ 
quit  those  he  now  employs^  and  that  the  otbm 
should  not  be  able  to  serve  him^  be  should  be  left 
without  resource.  The.  tones,  he  sajs,  make  Mm 
greast  imnnises^  and  advise  an  Act  of  Grace  as 
a  means  of  reconciliug  matters.   Lord  Sunder*  wiscCoun. 
land's  reply  is  Tery  remarkable— sufiieiently  indi-  sMicrf^ 
eating:  by  what  imperious  powers  of  persuasion 
he  had  acquired  so  absolute  an  ascendency  oyer 
the  minds  of  all  with  whom  he  was  connected* 
lie  exhorts  the  king  ia  the  most  decisive  terms  to 
discard  his  tory  ministers,  who  he  affirms  ''grow 
more  hated  every  day,  and  more  exposed/'  He 
lidicuks  the  argument^  or  apprehension,  that  in 
case  the  change  fiuls  of  success  he  shall  be  left 
without  resource.       This/'  be  tells  the  kiog^ 
is  only  to  say.  Continue  in  the  hands  of  your 
enemies — for,  if  they  do  not  save  you,  you  may 
return     your  friends,  who  will.   At  the  worst 
and  in  the  last  resort,  he  can  but  throw  himself 
into  the  hands  of  the  tories,  and  give  up  the 
whole  power  to  them.    He  expresses  his  sur- 
prise, that,  after  thirteen  years*  experience,  the 
king  will  not  judge  of  things  aright ;  and  that 
be  should  sufler  himself  to  be  wheedled  by  a 
party,  of  which  in  his  whole  reign  he  could  never 
yet  gain  any  one  man.   He  advises  the  king  to 
consult  with  loid  Somers^  who  is  the  life,  the 
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BOOK  IV.  sool^  and  the  spirit  of  his  party — wlio  can  an- 
^"TtoiT^  '^"^  it— unlike  the  preteat  nnniiten,  mhm 

have  no  credit  witli  theirs^  any  farther  than  they 
can  penuade  the  king  to  consent  to  hit  own  un-> 

doing." 

The  eagerneis  with  which  the  leaders  of  the 
ifdiig  i^arty  sought  the  opinion  of  lord  ftander«* 
landj  and  the  confidence  with  which  they  relied 
upon  his  judgment  in  this  critical  eoiuuncture> 
are  indeed  extraordinary.  Instead  of  being  the 
most  deceitful  and  treacherous  of  mankind^  it 
might  well  be  supposed  he  had  ever  maintained  a 
character  the  most  honorable  and  consistent. 
-  Lord  Somersj  in  a  letter  to  Sunderland^  dated 
September  20^  desires  in  a  tone  of  the  most 
submissive  deference  "  to  be  freely  reproved 
when  he  is  wrong,  as  well  as  plainly  instructi^' 
ed  and  he  positively  declares,  "  that  he  never 
will  be  concerned,  more  or  less,  in  any  thing  re* 
lating  to  the  public,  but  in  concurrence  with  and 
under  tiie  direction  of  this  nobleman — ^he  affirms 
that,  in  the  present  circumstances,  there  is  but 
one  man  living  who  can  determine  the  king  to 
take  vigorous  measures.  Thi^  he  says,  is  as  cer«> 
tain  as  any  thing  in  nature  ;  so  that  whatever  is 
attempted,  unless  that  person  does  actually  take 
a  part,  will  infallibly  prove  insignificwf  The 
admirable  political  sagacity  of  Sunderland  en* 
abled  him  nevertheless  to  discern,  that  his  taking 
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iD  McUw  ud  leadiag  part  in  Ae  n^m  ttdndak-  book  nr. 

tration  would  only  weaken  its  reputation  and  in-  ^^itoiT^ 
fluence*    His  caution  aeems  even  to  verge  upoa 
timidity.  Writing  sone  weeki  iobiequeiit  to  thig 
period^  to  lord  Galwaj,  (December  1701),  he 
aarneitly  desires  his  fnends     not  to  think  of 
him^  but  to  act  as  if  he  was  not  in  the  world.  If 
ke  weire  worth  havings  there  is,"  as  he  declares, 
"  no  way  but  to  forget  him,  as  be  mentioned 
from  the  beginiuDg.    While  he  is  to  be  stared 
apofi  be  cannot  migage — the  king  has  a  plaia 
way  to  follow^  and  cannot  fail  if  be  pleases. 
When  his  affairs  are  put  into  some  order,  he  ac- 
knowledges that  he  may  perhaps  be  of  some  use. 
As  soon  as  that  is,  he  will  desire  to  be  sent  for  as 
mncb  as  he  now  desires  is  be  forgot^." 

Conformably  to  the  advice  of  lord  Sunderland  whi^iw. 
the  kin^  wrote  from  Loo  (October  10),  to  lord^^^^' 
Somers,  desiring  him  to  state  his  sentiments  w  ith-  Popui^r^. 
•ut  reserve,  rektiye  to  the  present  situation  of 
affairs.    Lord  Somers  in  reply^  urged  upon  the 
king  by  argumenta  of  very  great  weight,  the  pro- 
priety and  necessity  in  the  present  crisis,  of  hav- 
ing recourse  to  the  whiccs  and  of  dissolving  the 
present  tory  parliament.  He  declares   the  general 
disposition  of  the  nation  to  be  favourable  to  such 
a  change  ;  he  remarks  that  the  art  of  governing 

*  Hardwicke  State  Papers. 
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^^iToiT'  opportunities  which  cannot  be  expected  to  last- 
that  by  not  aVailiiig  bimielf  of  tbe  piesent  ad- 
vantage the  zealous  will  be  disobliged,  and  the 
iU-meaiUQg  encouraged  ;  and  thai  in  eflect  no 
hazard  will  be  incurred  by  a  new  election,  for 
let  the  mikjoiitj  fall  as  it  wilij  the  present  temper 
of  the  nation  will  force  the  new  parliament  to  do 
what  the  king  will  desire. 

To  trust  tbe  existii^  parliament  is  to  put  the 
fide  of  Europe  in  their  hands.— The  majority  is 
composed  of  tories  and  Jacobites.  Will  the  king 
trust  to  such  a  majority  to  make  effectual  provi- 
sions against  France  and  the  prince  of  Wales  ? 
Can  the  king  believe  that  the  tories  will  separate 
themselves  from  the  Jacobites^  and  thereby  lose 
their  consideration  as  a  party  ?  Will  the  king 
fjo  upon  an  uncertainty  when  he  need  not  ?  A 
new  parliauieut  may  disavow  the  unjust  and  vio- 
lent proceedings  of  the  last  session^  which  this 
cannot^  who,  being  engaged  in  a  point  of  privi- 
lege, must  defend  what  they  have  done.  Even  if 
their  will  was  secure,  their  power  is  not  mote  to 
be  de})cuded  on  now  than  last  year,  when  as  they 
alleged  they  could  not  gov^n  their  own  party  as 
to  these  violences." 

From  the  influence  and  operation  of  successive 
events,  matters  were  now  mature  for  a  complete 
change,  as  the  first  step  to.  w  hich,  agreeably  to 
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this  wise  and  well  weighed  couiisel,  a  diaioluiian  book  iv, 
paitiament  was  delermined  upon.  A  pracla-  ^tTOiT^ 
mation  for  that  purpose  was  issued  on  the  1 1th 
NoTember,  and  a  new  prliamfflt  smnmoned  to 
■Met  on  the  90th  Dee^ber  1701 — prenous  to 
which  great  alterations  took  place  in  the  admi* 
nutralion.  Lord  Godolphin  was  nipeneded  hy 
the  earl  of  Carlisle.  The  earl  of  Manchester 
^was  made  secretary  of  states  in  the  room  of  sir 
Cbvles  Hedges ;  the  earl  of  Pembroke  consti- 
tuted lord  high  admiral^  the  duke  of  Somerset 
wppmBokoi  president  of  the  council,  and  the  earl 
of  Rochester  recalled  from  his  government  of 
Ireland.  The^king  pressing,  as  it  is  said»  the 
great  seal  on  the  acceptance  of  lord  Somers,  and 
that  nobleman  hesitating,  in  the  apprehension  of  a 
new  rdapse  in'finrof  of  the  tories;  the  king  ex- 
claimed with  passionate  emphasis^  Never,  never, 
never  1"         •  . 

The  parliameBt  met  on  the  day  prefixed ;  and  so«^n 
the  first  trial  of  strength  between  the  two  parties,  . 
was  on  the  choice  of  a  speaker,  whidi  was  car* 
ried  in  favor  of  Mr.  Harlej,  in  opposition  to 
sir  Thomas  Ljrttleton,  b;  a  miyoritjof  four  voices 
only,  the  numbers  being  816  to  S12.  The  king's 
.  speech  was  most  happily  adapted  to  the  temper 
end  feelings  of  the  nation.  It  feconunended,  in 
very  animated  and  energetic  language,  unanimity 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  most  vigorous  and  de- 

TOL.  js.  *  ' 
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1701.   siastic  and  unbounded  applauie.    ^  I  promise 
l^chof  nf»>'«5lf,"  said  the  monareli,  ^  that  you  are  omI 
^^g'  together  full  of  that  just  flense  of  the  common 
danger  of  Europe^  and  that  reseiktment  of  the 
lafc  proceedings  of  the  French  king,  which  has 
been  so  fully  and  universaUy  expressed  in  tfae 
toyal  and  seasonable  addreMs  of  my  peopki^. 
The  eyes  of  all  Europe  are  upon  this  parliameBt^ 
all  matters  are  at  m  stand  iiU  your  resolutionaaM 
known.    Let  me  conjure  you  to  disappoint  the 
only  hopes  of  our  enemies  by  your  unanuoky* 
I  have  sfacwn^  and  will  always  shew,  how  desirous 
^  I  am  to  be  the  common  father  of  all  my  people. 

^  Mfsfiy  buiiA^  ftddfMtofl  wfiM  {awBttted  oa  ti^  occaiioii 

from  tlie  different  towns,  cities,  and  countif  s  of  tJie  kingdom, 
signed  by  persons  of  all  descriptions,  torics  as  well  as  u  higs, 
but  witli  varying  degrees  of  zeal.    The  addi  essers  from  King» 
ston  apoo  Hull,  for  instance,  declare  **  their  detestation  of  the 
insolent  and  treacberons  prooeedSngsof  that  Mrooos  vioktior 
of  tmti^y  pefMcutor  of  pfotettants,  and  oppfessor  eC 
countries,  the  French  king."    On  the  other  hand,  the  inha- 
bitants of  Totness,  a  borough  under  the  influence  of  sir  Ed- 
ward Seymour,  a  principal  tory  leader,  contented  themselves 
with  the  cold  expression,    Touched  with  the  Jate  proceedii^ 
of  the  French  king,  in  idattoo  of  his  prockmatkMia,'*  tee.  The 
botdnesswltii  wfikh  Louts  wiasat  tUicrisb  titated  hf  ihe  set- 
loti  of  the  whig  party  provoked  him  to  say  in  his  liaughty 
style,  *'  1  will  cha&tiae  the  insolence  of  these  addressers. "  King 
Wiliiam.^  speech  was  printed  in  different  languages,  decoratec^ 
and  hung  up  by  imnunesable  persons  in  their  dweliingt. 
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Do  you  in  like  manner  laj'  aside  parties  and  di-  book 
tifiom  JLat  there  be  no  other  diatinction  heard  \7qi. 
of  among  us  for  the  future,  but  of  those  who  are 
for  the  protestant  religion  and  the  pf fsent  e/stab- 
lifhflieilty  ftml  of  tihose  who  mem  a  popish  prince 
and  a  French  government.  If  you  do  in  good 
Mniesij  deam  to  lee  Englajid  hoklt  he  balance  of 
Europe^  and  to  be  indeed  at  the  head  of  the  pro- 

teataat  interest^  it  will  appear  by  youc  right  im* 
fHFOving  the  present  opportunity/'i 

The  kiQgj  the  parliament  and  the  nation  seemed  and^ 
BOW  nnimated  by  the  same  spirit ;  and  at  no  pc^  the  Nauoa. 
riod  of  his  reign  had  William  attained  to  so 
great  an  height  of  popularity  as  at  the  present 
crisis.  At  no  time  had  he  reached  to  such  a  su- 
periority  of  elevation  in  the  view  of  the  surround* 
i^g  nations.  •  The  addresses  of  both  houses  were  . 
io  the  highest  strain  of  whiggism  ;  for  the  tories 
in  the  lower  h^use  no  longer  attempted  to  stem  tb^ 
tonent>  which'  ran  with  irresistible  vislence  io 
&Tor  of  a  Gallic  wu«  The  hQU9e  of  commons 
•fen  pMsed  an  unanimons  resolve^  ttat  no  peace 
should  be  made  ^vith  France^  until  reparation  be 
made  for  the  late  indignity  ofiered  by  the  French 
king.  And  90,000  men  were  voted  for  the  sea 
and  land  service.  The  peers  on  their  part  desired 
his  majesty  to  rest  assured  that  no  time -should 
be  lost,  nor  auy  thing  wanting  which  may  answer 
the  reasonable  expectations  of  our  fiends  abroad ; 
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jBook  IV.  not  doubting  but  to  support  the  reputation  of  the 
1701.  English  nmme^  when  engaged  under  so  great  a 
prince^  in  the  glorious  cause  of  maintaining  the 
liberty  of  Europe." 

BUTiost.      Early  in  January  1703^  a  bill  of  attainder  of 

Preceofkr.  tlio  pretended  prince  of  Wales^  now  styling  him-^ 
•elf  King  of  Great  Britain,  was  introduced  into 
the  house  of  commons^  and  passed  with  perfect 
unanimity.  But  the  lords  in  their  great  zeal  in* 
eluding  the  queeti-regent  in  the  attaint^  the  com* 
Dions  refused  to  concur— justly  and  nobly  alleging, 
in  a  conference  held  with  their  lordships^  that 
it  may  be  of  dangerous  consequence  to  attaint 
persons  by  an  amendment  only,  in  which  case  such 
due  considei  uiion  cannot  be  had  as  the  nature  of 
an  attainder  does  require." 

liu  of  Aib*    Another  bill  followed,  after  a  short  interval^  for 

jttratioB. 

the  farther  security  of  his  majesty's  person^  and 
the  succession  of  the  crown  in  the  protestant 
line — co^itainiug  an  abjuration  of  the  pretended 
prince  of  Wales^  and  an  oath  to  the  king  as  right'^ 
fill  and  laicfiil  sovereign.  A  question  arising 
whether  the  oath  should  be  compulsive  or  volun- 
tary; it  was  thought  of  sufficient  consequence  to 
be  the  subject  of  a  serious  and  vehement  debate. 
And  the  house  was  on  a  division  so  equally 
balanced,  that  there  appeared  a  majority  of  one 
voice  only  for  making  the  oath  obligatoryj  the 
numbers  being  188  to  187  voices ;  and  this 
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markable  division  probably  gave  rise  to  the  po-  book  nr, 
pular  notion,  that  the  crown  was  settled  on  the  i70f. 
horn  of  Hanover  by  a  si  ogle  vote.  ^ 

With  respect  to  the  great  question  of  the  Irish 
forfeitures^  the  bouse  did  not  appear  inclined  to 
recede  from  the  system  of  their  predecessors  ;  and 
•the  petitions  presented  to  the  king  against  the  act 

resumption  by  the  city  of  Dublin  and  divers 
countift  of  Ireland^  and  laid  by  his  command 
before  the  house,  vrei^  voted  to  contain  scandal- 
ous reflections,  highly  reflecting  upon  his  majes- 
ty's honor  and  both  houses  of  parliament. 

The  subject  of  the  impeachments  voted  in  the 
course  of  the  last  session  was  revived  with  great 
ivinnth,  but  with  little  expectation,  or  perhaps 
desire,  of  success  on  tlic  part  of  the  tories,  who 
luew  the  odium  attached  to.  those  unpopular  pro- 
secutions. And  a  resolution  ultimately  passed  the 
house,  that  it  is  the  undoubted  right  of  every 
subject  of  England  under  any  accusation,  either 
hy  IMPEACHMENT  or  otherwise,  to  be  brought  to  a 
speedy  trial,  in  order  to  be  acquitted  or  condemn- 
ed/* This  was  regarded  as  a  virtual  justification 
of  the  conduct  of  the  house  of  lords,  and  equi- 
valent to  an  avowal  that  their  lordships  had  not 
denied  justice  in  the  matter  of  the  impeachments : 
and  thus  seroiiely  did  this  extraordinary  and 
siarming  business  terminate. 
Puring  the  wh^le  of  the  present  winter^  it  bad 
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*^^17^  the  person  of  the  king,  that  he  was  iuafair  way 
of  obtaining  a  complete  re^tablishment  of  his 
'    health  :  but  this  was,  notwithstanding;,  a  subject 
<of  great  doubt  with  many ;  and  it  was  strongly 
telieved  that  much  pains  were  taken  to  conceal 
the  real  truth,  as  the  knowledge  of  it  might  ma- 
terially impede  the  success  of  the  n^otiatiom' 
-now  depending — it  being  manifest  that  tffe  king's 
^reat  endeavor^  from  the  moment  that  he  appre- 
iiended  his  danger,  was  to  provide  sucli  collateral 
.  securities  for  the  great  projects  he  had  formed  as 
might  prevent  their  coming  to  an  end  with  him. 
Alarming;  On  Saturday,  February  the  21st,  he  rode  as  usual 
ri^  of  the  from  Kensington  to  Hampton-court ;  add  passing 
through  the  park,  his  horse  suddenly  plunging, 
'  fell  on  very  level  ground ;  and  the*  king's  collar- 
bone was  fractured  with  the  violence^  the  shoi^k. 
He  was  immediately  carried  to  Hampton-court, 
where  the  fracture  was  reduced  by  Roiyat  his 
first  surgeon  :  and  he  thought  himself  in  the 
evening  well  enough  to  be  removed  to  Kensin^ 
ton.  No  dangerous  symptoms  appeared  for  some 
days,  and  his  active  and  ardent  mind  was  still  em^ 
ployed  on  the  great  objects  he  had  in  view. 

On  the  28th  of  February  he  sent  a  royal  mes- 
nage  to  both  houses,  recommending,  in  terms  the 
most  earnest  and  energetic,  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  to  treat  with  those  already  jaulho* 
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rited  bv  the  parliament  of  Scotlaod,  respecting  ^ookiv. 
«n  miQH  ul  the  twro  Iringitnn,  than  wkidillie  nv; 
kimr  declared  he  \va^  ^LLii-fit  J  that  nothing  could 
■KKecMtnbiiletolbe  presenftaadfiitiireaeciiriiy 
md  happiw  Eagkiii  aod  ScaiM  ud  to 
which  he  now  hoped  there  would  be  found  a  ge- 
anl  ibipoiitioii.*'  To  thia  liep  hewM  prob«Uj 
encouraged  bv  the  recent  declaration  of  the  earl 
of  Nottiagfaam*  who,  whoa  the  ahjimrtoo  biU 
wm  befim  "^he  hooie  of  lofds^  took  occasum  to 
mr^  ^  that  though  be  bad  di&red  from  the  ma- 
jootjr  of  the  hmmt  m  many  pafticvianni^tiBg 
to  it^  vet  he  w  a^  such  a  friend  to  the  design  of  the 
act,  dwt.  Ml  Older  to  4he  securing  a  protettani 
fncce^on,  be  thovghl  an  vruon  of  fkt  wkolo 
iiiand  very  necessary,  and  would  heartily  join  in 

mny  proper  meflum  to  effect  it"  -Ob  the 

Monday  a  conunission  was  issued  to  gi?e  the  royal 
owBtto  such  billsaaimeradj ;  amongrt  nrhicfa 
wastfae  biU  for  attaintii^  the  pieleiided  prince  of 
Wakf. 

ffhtlering  bopoi  weM  still  ewtrrtaimJ  iiy  pno* 

fessed  of  a  speedy  and  perfect  recovery ;  but  on 

WodMadaj,  Mareh  the  3d,  the  king^  fiiUiag 

•deep  on  a  couch  in  the  gallery  of  the  palace, 

oo  bis  awaking,  was  seixed  wtlfa  a  sbi¥ering  fit,  . 

wlaeb,  oe  waal,  was  fcUowed  by  a  ^Meoxysm  of 

iever ;  and  these  fits  returning  every  day  with  iii»> 

onaipr  Tioleacfj  on  the  oiath  bis.  oaie  was  os- 
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BOOK  TV.  teemed  veij  dangerdus.   And  the  lordi  bmYing 
1702.   expedited  the  abjuratira  bilh  a  second 

sion  was  issued  to  give  the  rojal  assent  to  this 
farourite  measure  of  national  security.  But  the 
king  being  no  longer  able  to  make  perfect  use  of 
his  hand«  a  stamp  was  provided  to  supply  the 
defisct:  On  the  same  day,  Saturday  ( March  6th  ), 
the  earl  of  Albemarle  arrived  from  Holland,  and, 
being  immediatdy  admitted  to  the  king's  pre- 
sence, gave  such  an  account  of  the  posture  of 
affurs  on  the  continent  pb  must  have  afforded  him 
the  highest  satisfaction  had  he  been  capable  of 
attending  to  any  temporal  concerns.  But  he  re- 
ceived the  intelligence  vnthout  any  visible  emo- 
tion ;  and  soon  afikerwards  saidi  Je  tire  vers 
ma  fin." 

He  was  attended  during  the  latter  period  of  his 
illness  by  the  archbishop,  of  Canterbury  and  the 
bishop  of  Sarum.  His  reason  'and  all  his  senses 
were  entire  to  the  last  minute.  ..Early  on  Sunday 
morning  he  desired  the  sacrament ;  after  which, 
several  of  the  lords  of  the  council  and  other  no- 
bles attending  were  called  inj  to  whom  the  lung 
labored  to  speak  with  cheerfiilness.  When  lord 
Auverquerque  appeared^  he  raised  his  voice,  and 
.  thanked  him  for  his  long  and  faithful  services.  He 
took  an  affectionate  leave  of  the  duke  of  Ormond 
and  others,  and  deliyered  to  the  earl  of  Albe- 
marle the  keys  of  bis  escritoire.    Brc^thiiig  with 
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ireai  difficulty,  he  aikcd  hit  fini  pkyncUn;  Dr.  woe  T9. 

Bidloo^  "  How  long  this  could  last  ?"  to  whicli  ^"ItST^ 
lie  iBfwered,  ''Perliapsaa  hour."  Batibekiiig^ 
fftring  his  pulse^  said^      I  do  not  die  yet!" 
After  a  little  interval^  he  enquired  for  the  earl  of 
PMlaiid ;  but  before  be  camej  hie  voice  totally 
failed^  though  his  lips  were  seen  to  move ;  and 
taking  bim  by  the  hand,  be  carried  it  to  his  heart 
with  much  tenderness.    Throughout  hii  illnesa 
so  sjmptoma  of  weakness  appeared  which  might 
ittBy  tbe  tenor  of  his  former  iifo.   His  firm  and 
fS^fiady  mind  raised  him  far  ahove  tbe  ignoble 
terrors  of  those     who  vainly  fear  inevitable 
thin^."    The  conflict  between  life  and  4eatb 

tat  XiM| 

continued  till  about  eight  o'clock  tbe  ensui^ 
morning;,  when  the  commendatory  prayer  was 
said  for  bim;  and,  as  it  cnded^  the  kiogi  who 
had  been  supported  all  night  in  bis  bed»  expired 
in  the  arms  of  one  of  his  pages,  March  8th, 
1102,  after  a  reign  of  thirteen  years  and  a  month, 
and  in  the  fifty-second  year  of  bis  age.    On  his 
left  arm  was  found  a  ribband^  to  which  was  fast- 
ened  a  ring,  enclosing  n  lock  of  tbe  late  queen 
Mary's  hair — a  proof  of  the  tender  regard  he 
entertained  for  her  memory.    On  being  opened, 
in  order  to  his  embalment,  the  left  lobe  of  tbe 
lungs  was  found  iu  flamed  to  a  degree  of  mortifi* 
cation;  but  tbe  head  and  the  heart  were  pccCectly 

fQund. 
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iBqoKjv.    Thus  lived  and  died  William  III.  king  of 
1709.   fireat  Britaia  aod  stadUMlder  of  HoIIumI  ;  « 

^Ku^g^'  monarch  on  whose  ^reat  actions  and  illustriona 
character  history  delights  to  dwell.  In  his  person 
lie  was  not  above  the  middteam,  pale,  thin,  and 
valetudinary.  He  had  a  Roman  uuse^  bright  and 
eagle  eyee,  a  jarge  front,  and  a  connteiiaMe  con* 
posed  to  gravity  and  authority.  All  his  senses 
Were  critical  and  exquisite.  -  Hit  words  oame 
from  bina  with  caution  md4eliberation ;  and  his 
manners,  excepting  to  his  intimate  friends,  were 
cold  aad  reserved.  He  ipoke  Dutch,  Prencii, 
Elnglisb,  and  German,  equally  well ;  and  he  un- 
deritoodliatin,  Spanish,  and  Italian,  ilismeaiorf 
was  exact  and  tenacious^  and  he  was  a  profound 
observer  of  men  and  things*  lie  perfectly  under- 
stood, and  possessed  a  most  extensive  influenee 
over  the  political  concerns  and  interests  of  Eu- 
rope. Though  far  above  ^vanity  or  flattery,  he  was 
pertinacious  in  bL>  opinions ;  and^  from  a  clear 
perception  or  persuasion  of  their  rectitude,  was 
too  impatient  of  censure  or  control.  He  attained 
not  to  the  praise  of  habitual  generosity,  from  his 
frequent  and  apparently  capricious  deviations  into 
the  extremes  of  profusion  and  parsimony.  His 
love  of  secrecy  was  perhaps  too  nearly  allied  to 
di->iniulation  and  suspicion ;  and  his  fidelity  in 
friendship  to  partiality  and  prejodice.  ^ough 
resentful  and  irritable  by  nature>  he  harboured  no 
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mliee^  and  dUsdaiaed  tiie  tteauiAi  of  r«!vaag«.Yib5lt 

He  believed  firmly  in  the  truth  of  religioa^  and 
enUctained  high  seose  of  its  importADce.  Bat 
kistohihMit  spirit,  and  Ua  indiiFemioeto  tiie  iferms 
of  church  government^  made  biia  very  dlinoxious 
to  the  great  bedj  «f  the  clergy. '  He  appeared 
bom  for  the  purpose  of  opposing  tyranny,  per- 
leciition,  and  oppression :  aod  for  the  space  of 
thirty  years  it  is  not  too  much  to  affirm  that  he 
sustained  the  greatest  and  most  tiuly  glorious 
character  of  any  prince  whose  name  is  recorded 
in  history.  In  his  days^  and  by  his  means^  the 
first  firm  and  solid  foundations  were  laid  of  all 
that  is  most  valuable  in  civil  society.  Erery  vin- 
dication of  the  natural  and  unalienable  rights  of 
mankind  was^  till  he  ascended  the  throne  of  Great 
Britain,  penal  and  criminal.  To  him  owe  the, 
assertion  and  the  final  establishment  of  our  con- 
stitutional  privileges.  To  him  the  intellectual 
^'orld  is  indebted  for  the  full  freedom  of  discussion^ 
and  the  unrestrained  ayowal  of  their  sentiments 
on  subjects  of  the  highest  magnitude  and  import- 
ance. To  sum  up  all>  his  character  was  distin- 
guished by  virtues  rarely  found  amongst  princes-* 
moderation^  integrity^  simplicity^  beneficence^ 
nu^nanimity.  Time>  which  has  cast  a  veil  over 
his  imperfections,  has  added  lustre  to  his  many 


1^ 

Veie  in  the  highest  degree  laudable  and  upright 
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,90OK  nr.  Helui4  true  idm  of  Um  natuce  and  ends  of  go^ 

1702.    vernment:  and  the  beneficial  effects  of  his  noble 
and  heroic  exertionft  will  |»obably  defend  to  the 
latett  generations,  rendering  his  name  justly  dear  i 
to  the  friends  of  civil  and  religious  liberty^  and 
.til  memory  gmriovs  and  imnoetal. 
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Side  ^  Europe  ok  the  Aeee$non  of  Queen  Anne.   Her  RenH 
ktthn  fo  join  the  Grand  Alliance.    Sesnon  of  ParliaTnent. 
Ministerial  Arrangements.     War  declared  against  France. 
Impious  Sermon  of  Binckes.  Affairs  of  Scotland.  Conftrenceg 
fmpeeimg  a  Union,   Ompaifpi  in  Handen,  1703.  Captnn 
of  Dege.   Eitraordmarif  Eteape  of  tikt  Duke  Marlho' 
fongh,   Def  ction  of  the  Elector  of  Bavaria.  Campaign 
in  Italy.    Battle  of  Luzzara.     L'n.successful  Attev)pt  on 
Cadiz.    Capture  of  Vigo.    Session  of  Parliament.  Ascen* 
dency  of  the  Tories.     Occasional  Conformity  BUI  thrown 
onihff  the  Lorde.   Proceedings  of  the  ConooeaHmi.  Nateal 
T^mmetiani  in  the  Weet  huUes,    Memerahle  Engagemeni 
Benhow.   Campaign  in  Manden,  8;c.  l/OS.  jytmenioae 
St:rm.     Session   of  Parliament.     Occasional  Conformity 
Bill  a  second  Time  rejected  by  the  Lords.    Fraser's  Plot. 
Hint  frui/j  and  Tenths  restored  to  the  Cler^,    ffhige  fOM 
Gronmi  «l  Cmrt.    Earl  of  liottingham  reugne.  Memo* 
rial  of  Count  fPrattieUm.    Oan^gn  in  Germany,  lie. 
1704.   BattU  of  BtenAeim.   iVbeal  Opera^Km.  GihraUar 
taken.     Engagement  off  Malaga.     Affairs  of  Scotland. 
Order  of  the   Thistle  revived.     Act   of  Security  passed. 
Semon  oj  Parliament.    Occasional  Conformity  Bill  a  third 
Jhne  Tweeted.  Alarm  taken  at  the  Seottith  AetofSeoari^ 
Case  of  Aehbf  and  White,   httrigueo  of  the  Court  of  St. 
Oermaine'e  in  England  and  Scotland.   Campaign  of  1705. 
Death  of  the  Emperor  Leopold.    Capture  of  Barcelona. 
Rapid  6uci:e$sei  of  the  Archduke.    Session  of  Parliament, 
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J%e  Whig9  rteaoer  Mr  Jicmienaf,   (Hmoihiu  Motion  iij 

the  Tories  to  bring  over  the  Princess  Sophia.  Church  de- 
elared  to  be  not  in  Danger,  Articles  of  the  Treaty  of 
Vman  agmd  ypon.  Canipaig/%,  A,  D.  1706,  in  tlanden, 
«  Bank  if  Hanulha.  JIfUitory  TVawaclioilf  in  Spmn  mi 
in  liaUf,  Mfonern  made  5y  AwMee  for  obtatmng  Peace, 
Affairt  of  Scotland,  Articles  (f  the  Union  debated.  Setsion 
of  Parliament  in  England.  Articles  of  the  Union  ratijkd 
by  both  Parliaments.  Intrigues  at  Court,  Dismission  of 
Sir  Charles  Hedges. 

BOOK  V.  Never  did  tKe  d«ath  of  any  monarch,  that 

1703.  of  Gustavus  Adoiphns  in  the  midst  of  his  career 
rope  on  the  of  victories  against  the  house  of  Austria  perhaps 
of  Queen  excepted,  excite  throughout  the  kin2:doms  of  Eu- 
rope such  general  grief  and  consternation  as 
that  of  king  Willux.  Though  the  grand  al- 
liance against  Finance  was  now  completed^  the 
different  powers  of  which  that  vast  body  was  com- 
posed, deprived^  hy  this  unexpected  sU  oke,  of  the 
lieroin  whoscj  wisdom  and  rectitude  they  confid- 
ed, and  under  whose  banners  tbey  bad  been  accus- 
tomed to  engage^  no  longer  exhihitcd  any  symp^ 
toms  of  animation  and  vigor.  Such  was  the  pre- 
if^ailiug  dread  of  the  power  of  France — which, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  admtnistration  of 
cardinal  Richelieu,  had  been  elevated  to  the  pre- 
sent alarming  height  by  an  almost  uninterrupted 
series  Of  military  triumphs — ^that  the  alliance  now 
ifoiined  was  considered  as  by  m  ifxosm  adequajt^ 
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to  the  accomplishment  of  its  object^  in  case  of  the  bo^cj. 
MxtiOB  of  England.   And  bow  far  Ame,  Urn  itm. 
only  surviving  daughter  of  the  late  king  James  II, 
and  kj  marciage  pfinciai  of  Deainark^  who  now 
iWtyed  the  sceptre  of  that  powerful  kiagdooi, 
was  disposed  to  adopt  the  councils,  or  to  pursue 
die  might  y  projecta  Ibrnaed  by  her  iUttitrioat  pi«« 
dficessor,  was  considered  as  a  question  highly  pro- 
Uematical.    The  doid»t  bowerer  was  qoi^kly  and 
happily  resolved.    By  an  act  passed  some  years 
pcemus  to  the  death  of  the  king,  the  parlia- 
nut,  notwitfattaiiding  that  erent,  still  eentinned 
to  sit   Tluree  days  after  her  accession^  the  queen ,  i  icr  Re«^ 
•epaifing  in  person  to  the  house  of  peers^  with  loinThT 
the  usual  solemnity,  made  a  speech  from  the  i;,»!L 
throne^  purporting    her  fixed  resolution  to  pro-* 
lecute  the  measures  concerted  by  the  late  king, 
whom  she  styled  the  great  support^  not  only  of 
ihese  kingdoms  but  of  all  Europe.    And  she  de- 
clared^ that  too  much  could  not  be  done  for  the 
sncouragement  of  our  allies  to  reduce  tbe  ezor* 
bitant  power  of  France."    An  expression  which 
Mrcurred  in  the  conclusion  of  her  speech^  that 
her  heart  was  entirely  English,'*  was  thought,  by 
those  who  regarded  the  proceedings  of  the  new 
soYo'eign  with  jealousy,  to  glance  obliquely  upon 
the  honor  of  the  late  monarch,  and  was  resent-* 
ti  accordingly.   In  answer  to  the  address  of  the 
clergy,  presented  by  the  archbishop  of  Canter- 
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BOOK  nr.  bury,  she  expressed  her  high  regard  and  attacli« 
.1708.   flueot  to  the  church ;  and  to  that  of  the  dissenters 
die  gave  astui^neefl  of  protection,  and  protested 
that  she  would  do  nothing  to  forfeit  her  interest 
in  their  affections/' 

These  primary  measures  of  the  new  reign  were 
chiefly  influenced  by  the  representations  of  the 
lords  Marlborough  and  (Jodolphin,  who  demon* 
stiated  the  imminent  danger  to  which  the  liberties 
of  Europe  would  be  exposed,  were  England  to 
act  with  indiSerence  or  indecision  in  the  present 
crisis.  And  to  give  efficacy  to  a  system  so  oppo- 
site to  the  hopes  and  expectations  of  the  tones, 
lord  Godolphin  was  advanced  to  the  office  of  lordf 
high  treasurer ;  and  the  earl  of  Mariborough  de- 
clared captain-general  of  the  forces  of  Great  Bri- 
tain at  home  and  abroad,  and  at  the  same  time  ap- 
pointed ambassador  extraordinary  and  plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  Slates  General. 

That  assembly  had  been  struck  with  amasDe- 
ment  al  tiie  uueJiLpected  intelligence  of  the  death 
of  the  late  king.  Lamenting  in  moving  terms 
their  irreparable  loss,  they  embraced  each  other, 
and  promised  mutually  to  adhere,  at  whatever 
risque,  to  the  interests  of  their  country.  And 
they  issued  letters  to  the  differcut  towns  and  pro- 
vinces of  the  union»  exhorting  them  to  resolu- 
tion and  perseverance,  la  a  few  dajs  they  were 
comforted  and  re-assured  by  the  transmission  of 
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die  queen's  speech,  and  a  letter  to  the  States  au-  book  v. 
Iiexed^  in  irhich  she  declared  her  determination  i70i^  * 
"  to  maintain  all  the  alliances  of  her  crown  en- 
tered into  by  the  late  king;  and  to  concur  with 
them  in  such  measures  as  should  he  necessary 
to  the  reduction  of  the  power  of  France/' 
The  ambassador  arriving  after  a  short  interval> 
made,  at  bis  iirst  audience,  a  speech  to  the  States, 
which  gave  the  most  complete  satisfaction — ^M. 
Dykvelt,  the  hebdomadal  president,  in  reply,  ex- 
pressing, y/iih  tears  flowing  down  his  cheeks, 
the  deep  affliction  of  their  high  niightioesses, 
at  the  loss  they  had  sustained — their  congrar 
tulations  on  the  accession  of  her  present  ma- 
jesty—their hearty  thanks  for  the  assurance  of 
her  friendship — and  their  resolution  to  concur 
in  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  common  in* 
terest. 

The  exultation  of  the  court  of  France  at  the 

death  of  the  king  of  Eiiglaud  bore  a  full  propor- 
tion to  the  grief  elsewhere  eji^pressed.  The  sieur 
de  Barre,  left  by  the  count  d'Avaux  cliarge 
d'affaires,  presented  to  the  States  a  memorial, 
inviting  them  to  renew  the  negotiation,  and,  in 
language  disrespectful  and  injurious  to  the  late 
monarch,  stating  his  hope,  that,  as  thair  higlf 
mightinesses  would  now  recover  their  liberty,  mA 
be  uo  longer  under  restraint,  they  would  consult 
thoir  own  interest  and  look  upon  agood  intdUi- 

VOL.  II.  I,  . 
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BOOK  V.  gence  with  France  as  the  firmest  support  of  their 
1702,  rcj)ublic.'*  To  this  memorial  the  States  indic^- 
uantly  replied^  that  the  sieur  Resideat  ought  to 
know  that  their  high  and  mighty  lordships  have 
heretofore  had  as  much  liberty  as  at  present^  to 
Heroic  ^  debate  and  to  take  all  such  resolutions  as  they 
the  States  judged  neccssary  and  useful  for  the  good  and  pre- 
servation of  their  state.  It  is  true  thej  cannot 
enough  deplore  their  misfortune^  to  see  them- 
selves deprived  of  the  direction  and  concluct  of  a 
prince  whose  wisdom>  moderation^  and  valor^  will 
.  be  famed  as  loug  as  the  world  endures — a  prince 
whose  heroic  actions^  and  whose  merits  from  Uiis 
republic,  will  never  be  forgot ;  and,  in  a  word, 
whose  death  is  lamented  in  tliis  country  by  all. 
persons  whatsoever,  from  the  meanest  to  the 
highest.  That  the  counsels  of  bis  said  majesty 
having  never  had  any  other  aim,  both  in  deed 
and  in  word,  than  the  preservation  of  their  li- 
berty and  religion :  and  their  high  and  mighty 
lordships  being  entirely  convinced  of  this  truth, 
fts  having  found  tiie  benefit  tbcreuf,  they  are  re- 
solved to  follow  the  same  principles,  and  not  to 
depart  from  the  alliances  contracted  during  the 
life  of  his  said  majesty."  The  earl  of  Marlbo- 
rough's stay  in  Holland,  though  but  of  a  few 
days'  continuance,  answered  the  most  important 
purpose.  The  States,  charmed  by  his  noble  car- 
riage and  engaging  manners,  and  struck  with  ad* 
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Imlration  at  his  superiority  of  genius>  placed  from  ^2^^* 
this  time  the  most  nidimited  confident  in  his  ca-  1702. 
pacity  and  fidelity^  \vhich,  in  the  long  experience 
of  tea  successive  year9»  he  in  no  one  instance 
abused  or  forfeited. 

The  session  of  parliament  in  England  pro-  seMtoa  of 
eeeded  cakniy  and  prosperouslyi   The  commons 
settled  upon  the  queen  for  life  the  reyenue  en- 
joyed by  the  late  king ;  and  the  queen  YOiy  nobly 
in  return  declared^    that,  in  consideration  of  the 
great  burdens  to  be  sustained  by  her  subjects^  she 
would  direct  lOO^OOtt.  per  annum  to  bis  appro* 
priated  to  the  national  service."    The  abjuration 
oath  imposed  by  the  act  of  the  late  king  waa 
taken  very  unanimously,  and  even  cheerfully: 
the  high  toriesand  Jacobites,  whqse  zeal  had  now- 
suflRored  a  very  sensible  abatennsnt,  contenting 
themselves,  as  >ve  are  told,  with  the  novel  dis^*. 
tinetioib  that  the-term  of  right  was  a  term  of  law 
which  had  relation  only  to  legal  right;  and  not 
to  divine  rights  or  birth^right,  which  still  remain- 
ed unimpaired ;  and  that  the  abjuration  was  bind*' 
ing  consequently  only  during  the  present  state  of 
tt^igs^  and  not  in  case  of  a  hew  levolution  or 
conquest** 

The  queen  had  now  completed  her  ministerial 
arrangements.    Her  prirate  and  personal  ir^^'  A^^^s^ 

« 

*  Bvniet,  rA.  tti.  p,  43S> 
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BOOK  ▼.mlioM  were  decidedly  io  ikvour  of  ihetoii^* 

1702.    But  the  earl  of  Marlborough,  who  was  impatient 
to  give  full  scope  to  his  talents^  and  ia  whose 
breahl  ail  ardent  thirst  for  glorj,  "  that  infirmitjf 
of  noble  minds^"  superseded  every  other  consi- 
deration^ employed  the  extensive  iniuence  which 
he  posses&ed  over  the  miud  of  the  queen  through 
tile  medium  of  the  countess,  to  induce  the  ap« 
poiottncnt  of  an  administration  which  should. 
|iro8ecnte  the  war  with  vigor  and  effect ;  which 
he  well  knew  was  not  to  be  expected  without  a 
powerful  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  whigs» 
Lord  Godolphin,  nearly  allied  to  Marlborough, 
by  the  marriage  of  his  soa  with  the  eldest  daugh- 
ter of  the  earl,  was  connected  with  him  also  by 
the  strictest  political  union ;  and  though  a  tory 
administration  was  at  length  formed,  not  only 
divers  of  the  whigs  wefc  admitted  into  the  new 
arrangctaent,  but  a  spirit  of  conciliation  and  mo-* 
deraUon  perv«4od  the  general  system — proving  it 
to  be  under  the  guidance  of  men  deeply  versed 
in  the  noble  science  of  political  wisdom.  Lord 
Godolphin,  as  lord  high  treasurer,  wasri^^arded 
as  the  efficieul  head  of  the  niinijstry  ;  the  carl  of. 
Nottingham  and  sir  Charles  Hedges  were  re-uu 
•    staled  in  dieir  posts  as  joint  secretaries  of  state. 
The  earl  of  Pembroke  being  honorably  dismissed 
from  the  admiralty  with  the  offer  of  a  great  pen-^i^ 
sioub  which  he  refused  to  accept,  the  post  of  lord 
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high  admiral  was  occupied  by  the  prince  of  Ben*  book  v; 

mark  ;  the  duke  of  Somerset^  a  wliig,  was  con-  ^^itST^ 

tinned  president  of  the  council ;  and  sir  Nathan 

Wright,  a  tory,  lord  keeper.    The  duke  of  De- 

vonshire^  a  "whig,  was  appointed  lord  steward : 

and  the  marquis  of  Norm&nby^  a  tory,  lord  privy 

seal.    The  earl  of  Rochester,  maternal  uncle  of 
_  •  • 

the  queen,  who  disdained  this  system  of  compro- 
mise and  conciliation^  was  condraied  in  his  go- 
Yernment  of  Ireland,  which  he  had  not  yet 
fiMrmally  relinquished.  Seymour^  Howe^  Har^ 
court,  and  others  of  the  tories^  were  now  ad* 
mitled  to  the  council  hoardj  from  which  th^ 
great  whig  leaders,  Souiers  and  Hali£a.x,  were 
excluded. 

The  eail  of  Marlborougli  had  agreed  with  the  v  ar  de- 
States  and  the  imperial  mimster,  that  war  should  a^l^ 
be  declared,  against  France,  at  Vienna,  London,  ^'^^ 
and  tlie  Hague,  on  the  same  day,  viz.  May  the 
15th  N.  &   But  when  this  resolution  came  to  be 
debated  in  council,  it  was  vehemently  o|) posed  by 
the  earl  of  Rochester  and  others  of  the  board> 
who  contended,  that  it  was  safest  ud  best  for 
England  to  avoid  a  declaration  of  war,  and  that 
no  necessity  existed  for  acting,  if  we  acted  at  all, 
in  any  other  capacity  than  as  auxiliaries.  But 
the  earl  of  Marlborough  remarked,  that  the 
honor  of  the  nation  was  concerned  to  fulfil  the 
Ute  king  s  engagements ;  and  he  afficmedj  iM 
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BOOK  V.  France  could  never  be  reduced  within  due  bounds, 
'^if^  unless  the  Ei^lish  would  enter  as  principab  into 
the  quarrel.  This  opinion  was  supported  by  the 
dukes  of  Somerset  and  Deyonshire,  the  earl  of 
Pembroke,  and  the  majority  of  the  council.  A 
resolution  was  taken»  therefore,  in  favor  of 
war  ;  which  being  communicated  by  the  queen 
to  the  house  of  commons,  the  house  returned 
their  unahimous  thanks,  and  assurances  of  as* 
sistance.  The  earl  of  Rochester,  highly  offend- 
ed that  bis  counsels  were  rejected,  withdrew  to 
his  seat  in  sullen  discontent ;  and  a  message, 
after  an  interval  of  some  months,  being  sent  to 
him  from  the  queen,  eomipanding  bim  to  repair 
to  his  government  of  Ireland,  he  insolently  dc^ 
dared,  that  he  would  not  go  if  the  queen 
would  give  him  the  country/*  The  earl  then 
waited  upon  her  majesty^  and  in  great  wrath 
desired  leave  to  resign  his  employments ;  which 
was  readily  granted,  and  the  viceroyalty  of  that 
kingdoqi  immediately  conferred  upon  the  duke 
of  Ormond.-  On  the  day  prefixed,  the  confe-i 
derate  courts  solemnly  proclaimed  war  against 
France  in  their  respectiYe  capitals,  to  the  great 
astonishment  of  Louis  XIV.,  who,  on  receiving 
the  intelligence  from  his  first  niinister,  the  mar« 
quis  de  Torcy,  gave  way  to  unusual  emotions  of 
anger ;  and  throwing  from  him  the  Dutch  d£*r 
phuration  with  great  yiolence,  he  protested^  ^  that 


Digitized  by  Google 


ANNE.  151 

IBessieurs  the  Dutch  merchants  should  oa0  da-y  book  y. 
reprat  of  their  audacity/'  ""iToa!^ 

The  beneficial  effects  of  the  last  message  of 
iiog  William  to  parliameatj  relative  to  aa  uuioa 
of  the  two  kingdoiDs^  now  began  to  appear ;  and 
the  queeu  having,  in  her  speech,  joined  in  re- 
coaunenfiiog  to  the  two  houses  to  consider  of  the 
proper  methods  of  accomplishing  an  object  so 
important  and  desirable,  a  bill  was  brought  into 
the  house  of  commons  to  empower  her  majesty 
to  nominate  commissioners  to  treat  with  Scot- 
land for  that  purpose ;  which,  notwithstanding 
the  perverse  opposition  of  several  of  the  virulent 
toffies,  passed  both  bouses  by  a  great  majority, 
and  received  th^  royal  assent.  The  discretion  of* 
the  present  ministers  appeared  in  an  order  of 
council,  directing  the  princess  Sophia  to  be  pub- 
licly prayed  for,  as  next  in  succession  to  the 
crown:  and  a  report  having  been  industriously 
propagated,  that  the  late  king  bad  formed  a  de^ 
sign  of  excluding  her  present  majesty  from  the 
t^ne,  the  dukes  of  Somerset  and  Devonshire,  « 
and  the  lords  Marlborough,  Jersey,  and  Albe- 
■utfle,  who  bad  the  inspection  of  the  king's  pa- 
pers, were  interrogated  by  the  house  of  peers  as 
to  this  point ;  and  they  unanimously  declaring 
that  nothing  rekttive  to  such  design  was  to  be 
found,  the  house  voted  the  report  false,  villainous 
and  icandalous.   And  in  reply  to  an  address  of 
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£ooK  V.  the  house  upon  the  subject,  the  queen  declared^ 
^"^tS!^  she  would  order  the  attorney  general  to 

prosecute  the  authors  and  publiBliers  of  this  false 

report.** 

hnpiouf       Notice  also  was  taken  by  the  house  of  peers  of 

kficket.  a  sermon  preached  by  one  Dr.  Binckes  before  the 
low^  bouse  of  convocation  on  the  thirtieth  of 
January,  in  which  a  detestable  and  impious 
parallel  was  drawn  between  the  sufferings  of 
Christ  and  those  of  the  blessed  mart^  ;  and  a 
decided  preference  given  to  the  latter.  "  If,** 
$ays  this  Christian  divine^  with  respect  to  the 
dignity  of  the  person^  to  have  been  king  of  the 
Jews  was  what  ought  to  have  secured  our  Saviour 
'firom  violence ;  here  is  also  one  not  only  born  to 
a  crowuj  but  actually  possessed  of  it.  He  w^s 
not  only  called  king  by  'some,  and  at  the  same 
time  derided  by  others  for  being  so  called,  but  be 
was  acknowledged  by  all  to  be  a  king.  Ue  was 
not  just  dressed  up  for  an  hour  or  two  in  purple 
lobeSj  and  saluted  with  a  Hail^  king  i  but  the 
usual  ornaments  of  majesty  were  bis  customary 
apparel;  his  subjects  owned  him  to  be  their  king; 
and  yet  they  brought  him  before  a  tribunal^  they 
judged  him^  tliey  condemned  him. — ^Our  Sa^ 
viour's  declaring  '  that  his  kingdom  was  not  of 
ibis  world/  might  look  like  a  9ort  of  renuncia- 
tion of  his  temporal  sovereignty,  but  here  was 
indisputable  right  of  sovereignty  :^botb  by  the 
bws  of  Gop  and  man..    He  was  the  reigning 
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piince  and  the  hord'^  anointed ;  and  yet,  in  de-.  boor  V. 
«iMfte  of  all  law  human  and  diyine^  he  was  bv  di-  ^''^^^^C^ 
rect  force  of  arms,  and  the  most  dariag  methods 
of  a  fl^ant  rebellion  and  yiolence,  deprived  at 
once  of  his  imperial  crown  and  life/*  Aflei  sotne 
debate  the  lords  voted^  that  there  were  exprea^ 
aioas  in  the  said  sermon  which  s^ave  just  scaudal 
and  oiience  to  all  Christian  people ;  and  it  was 
eidered  that  this  resolution  be  communicated  to 
his  diocesan,  the  bishop  of  Litchheld  and  Co- 
veotrjr,  in  order  to  bis  being  proceeded  agaiaat  in 
the  ecclesiastical  court. 

The  business  of  the  session  being  happily  ter« 
nuaated.  the  queen,  on  the  23th  of  May  1702, 
prorogued  the  paf^iiauient  in  an  cxcelient  speech, 
eipcessing  her  constant  wish,  that  no  differ- 
ences of  opiaiou  among  those  that  were  equally 
sfiected  to  her  service  might  be  the  occasion  of 
beats  and  animosities  among  themselves.  I  shall/' 
said  she^  "  be  very  careful  to  preserve  and  main- 
tain the  act  of  toleration^  and  to  set  the  minds  of 
|J1  mj  people  at  quiet." 

At  the  demise  of  the  late  king,  the  govern-  Affairs^of 
mcnt  of  Scotland  was  (  ntiirly  in  the  hands  of  the 
whigs  ;  the  earl  of  Marclimont  being  lord  chan- 
cellor, the  earl  of  Melville  president  of  the  coun- 
cil>  the  duke  of  Qucensberry  lord  privy  seal,  tlie 
earls  of  Seafieid  and  Hyndford  joint  secretaries 
of  state,  aud  the  earl  of  Selkirk  lord  register* 
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V.  Oa  the  accession  of  the  queeo^^  the  tory  and  J*- 
cobite  faction  were  much  elated>  flattering  them- 
selves that^  in  consideration  of  their  zeal  for  epis# 
copac}%  to  which  they  well  knew  the  queen's  de* 
voted  attachment,  they  should  now  be  the  favor- 
ed and  governing  party.  The  funds  allotted  for 
the  support  of  the  army  bein^  nearly  expired, 
it  M'a^  absolutely  necessary  to  hold  a  session  of 
parliament  in  the  course  of  the  summer.  An  act 
having  passed  in  Scotland,  as  well  as  in  England, 
to  continue  the  existing  parliament  six  months 
subsequent  to  the  death  of  the  king ;  after  several 
adjournments^  it  vias  accordingly  convened  on 
the  9th  of  June  ( 1700),  the  duke  of  Queensberry 
being  appoiiited  high  commissioner.  But  before 
any  proceedings  could  take  place,  the  duke  of 
Hamilton,  and  the  party  of  which  he  was  the 
head,  protested  against  the  legality  of  the  meet- 
ing—his grace  reading  a  paper  containing  the 
grounds  and  reasons  of  their  dissent,  to  the  fol- 
lowing purport :  Forasmuch  as  by  the  funda* 
mental  laws  and  constitution  of  this  kingdom  all 
parliaments  do  dissolve  by  the  death  of  the  king 
or  queen,  except  in  so  far  as  innovated  by  the 
17th  act  of  the  6th  session  of  king  William  spar- 
liament  last  in  being  at  his  decease,  to  meet  and 
act  what  should  be  needful  for  the  defence  of  the 
true  protestant  religion  as  now  by  law  establish- 
ed, and  maintaining  the  succession  to  th^  crov^  n. 
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as  settled  hy  the  claim  of  rights  and  for  preserv-  book  v. 
mg  and  aecuring  fhe  peace aiidsa&ty  of  thekiogit  ^^liS^ 
dom ;  and  seeing  the  said  ends  are  fully  satisfied 
bj  her  majesty's  succession  to  the  crown^  wherebj 
tfie  reli^on  and  peace  of  the  kingdom  are  secur- 
ed ;  we  conceive  ourselves  not  now  warranted  by 
tbe  law  to  meet.  At,  or  act,  and  therefore  do  dis- 
sent from  any  thing  that  shall  be  done  or  acted.*' 
Then  the  duke  and  •eventy^nine  of  the  members,  ^^^^ 
being  above  two-fifths  of  the  number  present,  mentajy 
withdrew,  leaving  the  msyority  to  sit  and  act  by 
themselves ;  and  as  they  passed  from  the'  parlia- 
ment house  to  the  High  Cross,  they  were  saluted 
with  loud  and  universal  acclamation. 

Unmoved  by  this  formidable  secession  the  duke 
of  Queensberry  delivered  the  queen's  letter  to  the 
parliament,  declaring  her  firm  resolution  to 
maintain  and  protect  her  subjects  in  the  full  pos- 
session of  their  religion,  laws,  and  liberties,  and 

of  the  PRESBYTERIAN  GOVERNMENT  of  the  CHURCH; 

then  acquainting  them  with  'tlie  Just  causes  o£ 
declaring  war  against  the  French  king,  and  ear- 
nestly recommending  to  them,  both  the  provi- 
ding competent  supplies  for  maintaining  such  a 
number  of  forces  as  might  be  necessary  for  disap- 
pointing the  enemy's  designs  and  preserving  the 
present  happy  settlement,  and  the  consideration 
of  an  union  between  the  two  kingdoms  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,* which  was  recommended  t6 
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BOOK  V.  iliem  by  the  late  king/'   The  parliametit  demon- 

*^^7^^  strated  on  this  trying  occasion  great  firmness  and 
gpirit  They  paaaed  an  ftct  declaring  it  to  be  high 
treason  to  impu2;n  the  dignity  and  authority  of 
their  proceedings ;  an  act  for  securing  the  pro- 
ieslant  religion  and  presbyterian  church  govern* 
ment ;  an  act  for  a  supply  of  ten  months'  cess 
upon  ail  landnrents;  and  an  act  for  mabling  her 
majesty  to  appjoint  commissioners  to  treat  con- 
cerning an  union.  And  they  assured  her  majesty 
in  their  address  in  answer  to  the  royal  letter, 
*^  that  the  groundless  secession  of  some  of  their 
members  should  increase  and  strengthen  their  zeal 
for  her  majesty's  service/'  Tliey  also  expelled  a 
member  of  the  house^  sir  Alexander  Bruce,  for 
his  audacity  in  affirming  that  presbytery  .was 
inconsistent  with  monarchy— that,  like  vice  and 
hypocrisy,  and  other  pests  of  mankind,  it  spread 
and  flourished  most  in  turbulent  times  of  anarchy 
and  rebellion ;  and  that  order  and  decency  m  the 
church  wore  to  be  preferred  to  the  pride  and  in- 
fallibility of  a  pope  in  every  parish/'  The  dean 
and  faculty  of  advocates  having  passed  a  vote  ii| 
favor  of  the  protest  of  the  dissentient  members, 
they  were  summoned  for  the  same  before  the 
house,  and  received  a  severe  reprimand  for  tlieir 
presumption.  On  the  other  hand^  the  queen 
transmitted  a  letter  to  the  lord  commissioner,  in 
wliich  she  declared  her  resolution    to  own  and 
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tountain  tins  present  session  of  parliament,  and  book  r. 

the  dignity  and  authority  of  the  same,  airainst  all  ^io^ 
opposm."  And  Uie  dissentient  membeis  having 
deputed  the  lord  Biantyre  to  prment  an  address 
to  her  majesty  in  viDdicatioa  of  tiieir  proceeding's^ 
liie  peremplorilj  refused  to  reeeive  it;  and  on 
the  30tli  of  June  1702  the  pai^liatnent  was  ad* 
joumed^  after  a  short  but  vigorons  and  important 
session. 

The  queen  having,  in  purBuaoce  of  tfie  power^FirttTreaty 
vested  in  her  by  tiie  parliaments  both  of  Enscland  ^'^^ 
and  Scotland*  appoiuted  commissioners  for  treat* 
ii^  eonoemiiig  an  union  of  the  kingdonM,  tbe 
peisoos  named  in  the  commission  met  for  the  first 
tiaie  on  tbe  S2d  <rf^  October  at  White- 

ball  ;  "where  after  the  necessary  preHminaries. 
were  settled^  the  queen  made  a  speech  to  them  ii^ 
order  to  quicken  and  invigorate  their  proceed-^ 
iugs.  The  treaty  seemed  for  some  time  in  a  pros* 
peiouB  train ;  but  when  the  Scottish  commiasion** 
ers  gave  ia  their  proposals  for  preserving  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  their  company  trading 
to  Africa  and  the  Indies^  such  difficulties  arose 
as  put  a  stop  to  ail  farther  progress,  and  io. 
tte  seqiMd  tile  coanmisaioa  vraa  altogether  an- 
nulled*. 


*  "  Althoogb/'  say^  a  reqiectable  and  judicious  hkturian  of 
tiMpoiod,  ^  tho  prooeedng^  of  tbs  eonniuBsioiien  did  not 
i^Tttceto  mabuiljj  yet  tbey  certainly  contnbuled    the  hspn^ 
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BOOK  V.  lu  the  absence  first  of  the  earl  of  Rocheste^r  and 
^'^^^^^^  then  of  the  duke  of  Oniiond>  luccessiTely  lordt 
lieutenants  of  Ireland^  that  kingdom  was  placed 
under  the  govenmient  of  lord  Mount  Al^sumdeo 
general  Erle^  and  Mr.  Knightlej,  as  lords  ju»» 
tices.  Meaintime  the  trustees  for  the  forfeited 
estates  were  continued  in  the  exercise  of  their 
formidable  authority* 

miuuders. 

'  the  war  on  the  continent  commenced,  agreeably 
to  the  advice  of  the  earl  of  Marlborough  to  the 
States,  with  the  siege  of  Keisarswart,  a  iteUibrti* 
fied  town,  situated  on  the  Rhine,  some  leagues 
below  Dusseldorf.  Keisarswart  belonged  to  the 
elector  of  Cologne,  who  had  put  the  French  into 
possession  of  all  the  strong  places  in  his  domi* 
nions ;  and  whilst  in  their  hands>  it  exposed  both 
the  circle  of  \\  estphalia  and  the  eastern  pro^ 
▼inces  of  the  states  to  alarming  inroads.  The 
trenches  were  opened  before  the  town  on  the 
18th  of  April  (1702),  the  prince  of  Nassau 

iinie  of  this  businen  when  it  was  afterwards  resumed.  Hie 
great  outlines  of  the  treat/  were  now  drawn,  and  the  generd 
principles  of  it  established ;  and  as  the  same  persons  were  after- 
wards appointed  conimissicjiiers  for  tliat  purpose,  tliey  had,  dur- 
ing the  inter\'al  between  tliese  two  transactions,  directed  their- 
thoughts  and  inquiries  to  the  most  proper  expedients  for  remor- 
lag  the  difficulties  and  nodsnndeistandings  which  impeded  thsir 
progress  at  this  time.*'— SoMBtyit.iB*s  mttory  of  Q.  Aim, 
4to.  p.  161. 
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Saarbruck  conducting  the  operations  of  the  book 

siege,  and  the  earl  of  Athlone  conimandiiig  the  170a. 
covering  army.  Marechal  de  Bouffl^r8>  tlie 
French  general,  having  drawn  his  troops  together, 
passed  the  M aese  \^  ith  a  view  to  relieve  the  for- 
tress ;  mnd  count  Tallard,  having  posted  himself 
with  his  flying  camp  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  capturcof 
Rhine^  succoured  the  garrison  from  time  to  time  ^^il^*' 
■with  fresh  troops,  ammunition,  and  provision?. 
The  place  was  defended  with  great  vigor :  but 
the  fortifications  being  almost  destroyed  by  the 
artillery  of  the  besiegers,  and  the  ravelin  and 
counterscarp  carried  by  assault  with  horrible 
slaughter,  the  garrison  were  compelled,  June  15, 
to  capitulate,  and  were  allowed  honorable  terms; 
the  besiegers  losing  not  less  than  7000  men  before 
the  walls  of  the  town. 

The  mar6chal  de  Boufflers,  finding  all  his  at- 
tempts to  relieve  Keisarswart  rendered  abortive  by 
the  vigilance  of  the  earl  of  Athlone^  decamped 
firom  Zanten  on  the  10th  of  June,  and  directed 
his  march  without  beat  of  drum  or  sound  of 
trumpet  towards  Nimeguen,  purposing  to  take  a 
position  between  that  place  and  the  confederate 
army.  The  earl  of  Athlone,  upon  the  first  intel- 
ligence of  this  design,  alarmed  for  the  safety  of 
that  important  city,  put  his  troops  in  motion, 
Mid  made  good  his  retreat  under  the  cannon  of 
Nimeguen — resisting  and  repulsing  tlie  various  | 
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V.  attacks  of  the  French  with  great  resolution* 
Marechal  Bouffler8>  perceiving  his  plan  totally 
frustratcU^  deli  led  with  his  whole  aiiiiy  towatJji 
Cleves^  venting  his  resentment  upon  the  defence* 
less  territories  through  which  he  marched,  laying 
waste  the  country,  and  destroying  the  park  of 
Cleves  and  all  the  delicious  walks  and  aveaueft  of 
that  charuaag  place. 

Such  was  the  state  of  the  campaign  when  the 
carl  of  Marlborough  arrived  to  take  upon  him 
the  conunand  of  the  allied  armv  ;  the  earl  of 
Athione,  though  veldt-mar6chal  of  the  Dutch 
forces,  and  a  general  of  great  ability  and  expe- 
rience, being  compelled  by  the  States  to  relin* 
quish  his  pretensions  in  favor  of  the  earl  of 
Marlborough^  who  comported  himself  in  a  man- 
ner so  respectful  and  obliging,  as  at  once  to  re» 
9nove  all  jealousy  and  conciliate  the  entire  conti- 
dence  and  regard  of  his  competitor.  The  Eng^ 
Hsh  commander,  finding  his  force  superior  to 
that  of  the  enemy,  resolved  to  pass  the  Maese, 
below  Grave,  in  pursuit  of  them ;  and  the  con** 
federates,  w  ho  w  ere  so  lately  reduced  to  Ihe  ne- 
cessity of  retreating  under  the  cannon  of  Nime- 
giien,  had  now  the  pleasure  to  see  the  French 
flying  before  them ;  and  the  duke  of  Burgundy, 
eldest  son  of  the  dauphin,  who  accompanied  the 
aimy,  to  avoid  the  participation  of  this  disgrace 
now  chose  to  return  to  Paris. 
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tht  deputies  of  the  States  being'  Mflckius  to  book  v. 
(dispossess  the  enemy  ^of  the  places  thej  held  in  1709^ 
Sptndi  Gmldefiaad>  tie  earl  of  BiadborMgli 
gsTe  orders  to  laj  siege  to  Venloj  which  surrenn 
deiid  on  the  aUh  of  Stfpteodw.  HftiliMipnH 
ceeded  to  Roermond,  situated  at  the  confluence 
of  the  Aoer  and  the  Maeie,  whkk  with  Stwens-* 
wart,  a  fortified  town  five  miles  south  of  Roer^ 
nood,  was  reduced  before4he  middle  of  Oetoben* . 
Mar^chal  Bonflers^  ilarnied  at  tfce  weecases  of 
the  confederates^  retreated  towards  liege^  justly 
apprebevding  Aat  city  to  beno^w  in:  dtagtr; 
But,  on  the  approach  of  the  earl  of  Marlborough^^ 
Mi  chootii^  to  risque  a  bntttey^he  again  put*ii& 
irmy  in  motion  towards  Tongeren;  and«iLiege 
bei^g  left  deimoelcii^  wilS'd^feMMl'bii  by  fkn^Cfpwtt 
chapter  and  magistracy.    The  garrison,  retirin^*^*** 
iBto  tiie  eitadel>  prepared  for «  vigorous  iesilt«'  . 
tace ;  and  M.  de  Violeiae>  the  got^hior^ 
smomoned^  returned  for  an^er>  that  it  would  be 
time  enough  to  think  of  a  surrender  iia  weeks 
hence.    But  in  six  days  a  practicable  breach  be-  ^ 
iagmade^  the  place  was  taken  sword  in  hand  by 
the  most  extraordinary  eiForts  of  valour.  Thia 
WM  a  eenqiiest  of  great  importifcnoe^  the  natiga--* 
fion  of  the  Maese  being  now  completely  opened  ; 
and  the  commander  in  chief  was  conicratulated. 
upon  it  by  the  Stales  in  the  most  Attltefing  termar 
of  applause.   There  is  however  great  reason  to 
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believe  tlmt  the  Operations  of  this  first  campaign 
wOUtd  ti%v«{  proTcd  far  wi^  dmiive*  had  not  the 
plaus  of  the  earl  of  Marlborodg^h  been  frustrated 
hj  ttie  igBdrmt  aod  ofartiMte  epposiiioB  of  the 
field  deputies  accompanying  the  Duteh  liniiy, 
ikud  vested  -  vritb  a  full  discretionary  power  over 
ibcir  «im  troops:  The  eurl  wished  to  baztfd  a 
pi^§d  At  Petit  Brug^i  the  2d  of  August, 
Md'  aaanvarAl  tvHh  every  pieapeet  of  siiceew 
when  posing  a^er  Dunderslaugh-beatb  near  Peer. 

II  vrea  fittiiMte/'  mjs.M.  Berwuik,  ^'that 

the  deputies  oftbe  States  opposed  Marlborough's 
dittigp  of  ^ugHf^ilg  the  Preach  at  Peer,  because 
<hey  wtm  posttfd  In  stieh  a  manlier  that  thef 
Woul4  h^va  been  beaten  without  being  abie  to 
•tirV  Th#eivlof  AtUonegeneriMrc^luMm- 
kdged  the  Vf^hole  success  of  this  campaign  to  be 
owing  to  the  enrl  fit  MitUNirongh,  tlie  frian  of 
operations  having  been  exclusively  hia. 
Upon  the  bffcnfctng  iqrof  the  enny  in  Nomn- 

■ 

^  MemMn  of  ]M.  Bbrwice,  vol.  i.  p.  1^0.  , 
Lord  Albeinafie^  kt  a  letter  to  a  correspc^ident  at  Zdl,  dated 
September  5,  alluding  to  the  disappointments  at  Peer^  thus, 
expresses .bioueif:  "  VoUft  QOtre  toave pnnce  Eugene,  quia 
fiut  das  xnermUau  J6iiM»iiiaa0slecieardaclii^§Mideee4|iiia 
je  voif^  que  aoiis-  profitons  id  li  pcade  ofttie  airaatage ;  car 
hutt  on  iAX  jours  passes  lorsque  nous  6tions  en  presence  de« 
ennemis  nous  ne  devions  pas  les  avoir  laissc  6chapper  commc 
'  nous  avons  faitg  on auia oetie apsUgeoce^ se reprocher loa^ 
tsBii;' 
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ber^  the  earl  of  Marlbofougk  thought  the  eaaiest  book  v. 

1  raoft  expeditkms  mode  of  retiriog  to  ^^^yi^^ 
Hague  was  by  filling  down  the  Maese  in  one  of  Exo-aordi. 
the  greii  boats  whkh  nayi^te  that  river.   He  ^ 

^  ®       ,  Earl  of 

had  a  guard  of  twenty-five  soldiers  in  the  boat,  Maribo- 
and  an  eseoft  of  fifky  horse  to  patrole  the  baidu.  ^"^^ 
But  the  troopers  mistaking  their  way  in  the  night, 
three  leagues  below  Yenlo,  a  party  of  thirty-five 
asen  fipons  the  garrison  of  GueUres,  the  only  * 
place  in  Guelderland  yet  remaining  in  possession 
of  the  Ffcndi,  Inrlung  near-Ae  river,  suddMdy 
seized  the  haling-rope,  and  drawing  the  boat  on 
fhore  made  a  general  discbarge  of  fire-arms ;  and 
fhrovring  several  hand-gremdes  into  the  boat 
amongst  the  crew,  who  were  mostly  asleep,  they 
lendwed  themselvei  masters  of  the  vessel  before 
they  could  recover  from  their  surprise.  The  earl 
was  accompanied  by  M.  Opdam,  a  Dutch  officer 
of  high  rank>  and  M.  Chiddennalsen,  one  of  flie 
deputies  ]of  the  States,  who  were  provided  with 
pmmcB,  which  the  earl,  unsuspicious  of  danger, 
had  neglected  to  procure.  But  his  extraordinary 
pretence  of  mind  extricated  him  from  this  embar- 
KiMinf  lit.  Recollecting  that  he  had  an  obsolete 
pass  belonging  to  his  brother  general  Churchill  in 
him  possession,  he  produced  it  with  the  utmost 
composure ;  and  in  the  hurry  it  was  returned 
wxAhout  examination.   After  securing  the  guard 

tdfling  the  vessel,  whiclrthey  detained  fbr  this  ' 

h2 
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.BOOK  V.  purpose  aoiue  hours,  thej  suffered  her  to  proceed 


!^  oil.her  Toyiige.   The  govermr  of  Vealo,  hearing 

of  the  capture,  and  ignorant  of  the  subsequent 
r^leasej  duirched  with  his  wb)le  gwrriaoa  to  ifkr  ' 
Test  the 'town  of'  Gueidres ;  and  the  news.  reaKb* 
iiig  the  Hague  in  the  imperiect  uiauoer,  the 
SlkUtB  resolved  that  iniiiiediirte  orders  h&  sent  to 
all  the  forces  in  the  viciuitj  to  asseoxble  and  form 
the  siege  of  the  place,  misiiaciiig  the.gftrrison 
with  the  last  extremities  if  they  refused  to  relin- 
4ui^  their  prisoner :  hut  before  the  orders  could 
be  dispatched,  the*  earl  arrived  in  safety  at  ihe 
jUague^  where  he  was  received  with  inexpressible 


The  losses  upon  the  Maese  were  not  the  only 

disappointmeuts  suffered  by  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles during  this  year.  The  French  army  in 
Germany  slo^^  ly  usseuibling  under  the  command 
of  marechal  Catiaat^the  imperialists  had  an  op- 
portunity of  laying  siege  to  Landau,  a  strong 
fortress  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Queich  ia 
tife  Lower  Alsatia.  The  place  was  invested  by 
prince  Louis  of  Baden  on  the  16th  of  Juue; 
several  weeks  e^fipsed  in  raiais^ .  batteries  and 
making  approaches  ;  and,  matters  being  in  a 
prosperous  train,  on  the  27ih.  oL'  July  khckinff 
of  the  Romans  arrived  in  the  confederate  camp, 
in  order  to  have  ihe  honour  of  ul^ingjihe  cit/w 
His  equifiw  w#s  superfluously,  t^fpe^^f^ 


joy- 
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wtnt  of  arnmuintion  and  stores,  the  place  did  ^TtI^^ 

not  aorrender  till  the  12lb  of  September. 
The  neeessHj  of  the  French  Ung's  affairs  had  Dcfecdoa 

forced  him,  when  the  loss  of  Landau  appeared  SmroC 

iaevitabie,  to  grant  the  eleetor  of  Bawta  tfU  his 
demands.    No  soouer  iiad  this  prince  decided  in  * 
fimor  of  France,  ihan  he  posaeised  himself  by 
itratagem  of  the  imperial  city  of  Ulin  upon  the 
Dnabe;  -  which  excited,  great  ali^rm  throughout 
the  empire.    The  diet,  after  a  wann  debate,  re- 
iolted,»  by  a«greai  m^ority  of  voicei^  to  declare 
mr  agaiBBt  France  and  Spain ;  the  emperor  was, 
addressed,  to  progeed  against  the  eleqtpr  of  JBa- 
iiria  accdsding  to  the  established  constitutions  ^ 
and  the  ministers  of   Bavaria  and  Coion^ne 
mre  forbidden  to  appear  any  mora  in  thatas* 

semblv.  '      '     -    •*  ' 
*i  In  coBseqiMiQce  of.  the  seiaure  of  Ulov  the 
prince  of  Baiien  was  obliged  to  return  to  the  de- 
feace  of  the  empire ;  and  his  army  being  weak-  ^^^^ 
sned  by  yarious  detaebments,  be  took  a  strong  ^c"^^'*^ 
position  near  Friedlinguen,  where  he  was  attack- 
si  by  tbe  marquis  de  ViUars  with  a  far  superior 
force.    The  Germans  under  the  conduct  of  this 
able  general  defended  themselves  with  great, 
vigor;  and  though  the  imperial  cavalry  -were 
routed  and  broken,  the  enemy  were  finally  repuls- 
ed by  the  unsupported  efforts  of  the  infantry^ 
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BOOK  V.  who  pursued  almost  io  the  bridge  of  Hunnm- 
^'^tm^  guen.  The  prince  beiafpneferthelM  under  th^ 
necessity  of  abandoning  Friedlinguen^  the  French 
king  caused  Te  Deum  to  be  sung  for  the  snooeis 
of  'his  arni9— 4he  marquis  4^  ViUars  being  als<» 
on  this  occasion  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  A 
jfiardelud  of  France*. 
Campaign  On  the  side  of  the  Moselle^  the  French  under 
M.  Tallard  made  ihenisel?es  masters  of  Tcien 
and  Traerbach.  In  Italy  the  war  was  carried  on 
by  the  due  de  Vendome  and  prince  Eugene  with 
an  ardent  emulation  of  sIdU  and  ^valour.  Tbtt 
city  of  Mantua  had  for  a  long  time  been  blocks 
aded  by. the  imperial  anny  ;  and  the  mom 
direct  passes  being  strongly  fortified,  the  due  de 
Vendome  marched  through  the  Venetian  territo* 
lies,  notwithstanding  the  protestations  of  tfie  te* 
public^  to  its  relief.  The  prince,  who,  in  confie- 
qtienoe  of  the  defeetion  of  die  eieetor  of  Bam* 
ria,  had  not  received  his  promised  reinforcements^ 
4t  the  approach  of  the  entoiy  withdrew  his 
forces.    Philip,  king  of  Spain,  impatient  to  sig* 

*  *  There  b  scsrody  ta  eaj^ag^iuiBUl  in  tlie  pieittit  wsr,  le- 
specting  wluchthesoooimtBdUfeaowidelf  astlitsof  FHedlia* 

guen :  for  which,  as  a  decided  victory,  Te  Deum  was  sung  both 
at  Paris  and  at  Vienna-  Great  bravery  and  military  skill  wares 
undoubtedly  displayed  on  both  sides  j  and  each  had  cause  of 
triumph,  but  it  must  be  ooofeMed  that  the  Arencb  re^ed  all 
the  adrantage  of  thebatUe. 
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dhcreet  retolutioB  of  assuming  the  <;oinina^d  of 


the  litiUiA  mnay  in  pM^oii.  a<riv«4  Ml  Affftf 
«i  NupIflB/ vtrbete  ha  Vfieeived^hy  a  pardi^^l  legati^ 
the  coHipUiii£uU  of  the  pope^  wb^  s^yert^eiess 
iftfuiod  theuiveititiyie  cff     Itinsdoippii  U%  h^ 

Mit  endeavouring  by  this  prudent  co^duct  to 

fMresecre  a  gppod  undecttandiog  witt)  both  pi^ 
Hm  hilt  the  imperiid  ambassaddr  ordered 
*ttpoii  it  to  leave  Rome.  Tlie  king  of  Spa^u  Battle  ot 
centoyed  tp  Finale  by.  the  French  fle0i;.'^Qd 
fioon  after  Joining  the  dukes  of  Savoy  and  Yea- 
done,  ibe  .united  focces  of  Fi:a|iQe>  Spei%  ^nd 
PMhnont^  to  the  wiouBt  of  40^000  in^n>  ad* 
.Yaniied  to  laiz^ra  with  a  view  to  cut  oif  the 
cowmnnicnlion  of  the  imperialist!  with  MiviiH 
dola  and  the  Modenese.  Prince  Eugene^  whose 
«miy  .did  not  exceed  3O,0Q0,  lyiarcbed  tp  attaclL 
then  (  Augtifl  15)  with  the  greatest  intrepidity. 
The  marquis  de  Feuquieres,  whose  appurate  and 
•cientiftc  mumiive  of  thn  engagenent  gives  an 
artificial  interest  and  importance  to  it^  informs 
Ui^  that  the  plan  foimed  by  prince  Eogene  waa 
the  most  masterly  that  could  be  conceived^  and 
failed  of  success  by  ^  mere  accident.  Si^cl^  wa# 
the  secrecy  and  rapidity  of  bis  operations^  thai 
the  French  bad  received  no  intelligence  of  bis 
being  in  motion.  But  the  prince  had  passed  the 
Ifo,  concealing  bis  army  behind  the  high  dyke  of 
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ud  (daslgiiiiii^  to  txMMbaice  HM'cUadi'ai 

I70S.    soon  as  the  enemy  had  entered  in  full  security 
their  camp^  marked  out  at  a;  little  diitaoce.  The 
dyke  of  Utro,  forming  th^  canal  'which  exlends 
from  Seraglo  to  Rovero^  was  in  one  part  carried 
so  near  the  front  ofthe  Frenek  eafliip>  that  one 
'of  the  adjutants  thought  it  an  advantageous  post 
for  an  oat-^uard.    This  ^officer  aicendiiig  the 
dyke^  and  taking  a  Tiew      the  country  beyond 
itj  saw  to  his  amazement  the  enemy's  infantry  lying 
vith  'flieir  fiices  to  the  opposite  deelivity  of  the 
dyke^  with  all  the  horse  in  the  rear  ranged  in 
order  of  battle.    The  ahum- was  immediately 
given ;  and  the  imperialists^  finding  themselves 
discovered^  advanced  boldly  to  the  French  camp, 
iHikh  they  assailed  with  great  impeiubsily^  and 
'were  received  with  equal  bravery.    Tlie  contest 
was  very  bloody^  and  the  svccess  doubtliit  The 
French  at  .length  abandoned  the  field  of  battle; 
and  part  of  their  ammunition  and  provisions  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  imperialists.    Biut  the 
prince^  being  weakened  even  by  the  advan* 
tage  he  had  gained^  was  obliged  to  act  on  Hid 
defensive  ;  and  the  fortress   of  Luzzara  and 
other  contiguous  posts  'were  captured  by  the 
TVeneb^  who  had  upon  the  whole  somewhat 
the  advantage  of  the  campaign^  though  by  no 
Imeans  what  their  great  superiority  of  numbers 
entitled  them  to  expect.     And  king  Philip, 

■  > 
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of  the  year  to  Spain.  ^^ST^ 
II  reoMunB  to  lelste  the  wtal  exploits  of  the  umocccM. 
pnaent  summer.    The  confederate  fleet  consist-  ^  cadiir 
iiig  of  fifty  ships  of  the  line,  with  about  14j000 
land-forces  on  board,  under  the  command  of  sir 
Geocge  Rooke  and  the  duke  of  Ormond,  sailed 
from  St.  Hden's  Julj  Ist,  on  a  secret  expedition  ;  ' 
«Mid  on  the  12th  of  August  they  cast  anchor  before 
Iht  etty  ^  Cadiz.    One  side  of  the  two  bays  of 
Cadiz^  both  inner  and  outer^  is  formed  by  a  nar- 
low  neck  of  land,  which  nms  into  the  Western 
Ocean,  three  miles  in  length.    At  the  extremity 
of  this  neck  stands  the  town  of  Cadiz,  vkM  foiti* 
fed  towards  the  land  on  the  east,  and  the  bay  on 
the  north.    St.  Mary's  is  situated  on  the  opposite 
Am.  The  kmer  bay,  called  the  Poinial,  formed  ^ 
iy  two  points  of  land  700  yards  distant,,  is  com- 
manded by  two  foiti,  called  Matagorda  and  St. 
Laurent.,  The  men  of  war  and  the  galleys  that 
lay  in  Ae  ooter  bay  lettied  into  the  Pointal, 
whither  sir  Stafford  Fairbornc  oflfered  immedi* 
alely  to  follow  them    but  this  sir  George  Rooke 
tteoght  too  tiazardoas :  and,  instead  of  pvoeesd**' 
ing  to  vigorous  entesprisc,  several. days  were  lost 
inendeavonring  to  obtain  intelligence  r  in  which 
time  the  most  valuable  effects  of  the  Spaniards 
were  eonfeyed  from  Cadiz  to  St  Mary's,  and  the 
smwvf  passage  between  the  bays  rendered  iin-* 
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BOOK    l^fadicaUe.   At  teogth  a  eouaeii  .of  mpr 

^"^70^.  called;  whicb,  in  oppositioa  to  the  remonstrances 
*  of  the  duke  of  Onnond,  caoie  to  a  resoUitioEnot 
;,  to  malce  m  attempt  on  the  iilandof  Cafe.  How- 
ever^ the  land-forces  being  disembarked  made 
theniielYee  BMsteii  of  Port  St.  Maiy,  where  the 
authority  of  the  general  was  insufficient  to  re* 
strain  them  from  the  grossest  eacteea  Afler  aa 
uiiBueeeflrfiil  attempt  on  the  fort  of  llatagoc^ 
it  app^ed  to  be  the  prevailing  opinioa  that  no* 
ihiBg  eouU  be  done;  aad  proviiioas growing 
scarce,  and  the  naval  commander  representing 
the  dangeit  of  the.sea  at  this  aeaaon,  the  duke  of 
Ormond  with  great  relnelanoe  eonsenled  to  m* 
imbark  the  land-forces ;  and  the  whole  fleet  nt 
iaii  for  Eagfamd. 

^mre  of  On  their  return  they  received,  by  a  fortnnate 
dianc0»  the  iatelUgenee  that  the  Bpanish  iofp^ 
under  the  eoniroj  of  a  strong  sqnadron  of  ships 
of  yv&r,  had  put  into  the  harbour  of  Vigo,  which 
it  was  instantly  determined  to.attach.  All  ittiese 
difficulties  which  were  magnilied  into  mountains 
at  Cadiz,  here  dwindled  into  moterhills.  The 
diAe  of  Ormond,  at  the  hsadof  a  lai|^  deiaei«» 
ment  of  troops,  reduced  by  extraordinary  exer*^ 
lions  of  valour  the  castles  at  Ae  estnaceof  the 
port :  and  the  immense  boom  thrown  across  the 
harbour  being  broke  asunder  by  admiral  Hopeom^ 
who  amidst  a  most  tremendous  fire  bore  with  full 
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iftfl  against  ft  in  tlie  Torbay,  the  whole  Beet  of  ^2^' 
Qien  of  war  and  galleous^  ^vbich  had  retreated 
ttiiiher  for  lecuritj,  were  destroyed  or  Gap(tured«  * 
with  inconsiderable  loss.    The  cargo  on  board 
the  flota  was  computed  at  twenty  millions  of 
pieces  of  eight  in  gold  and  silver — the:  goods 
were  valued  at  as  much  more.    Both  of  spepie 
and  merchandize,  however^,  a  large  proportion 
was  taken  out  and  saved  by  the  enemy  :  but 
enough  remaiiied  to  reward  and  enrich  the  cap^ 
tors>  who^  at  their  arrival  in  England,  were  re« 
ceived  with  loud  acclamations — the  success  at 
Vigo  silencing  the  clamors  occasionfid  by  the 
previous  miscarriage  at  Cadiz.  - 

The  parliament  of  England,  which  by  lawter-^  S??^^ 
minsded  six  months  after  the  death  of  the  king^ 
was  on  the  2d  of  July  dissolved  by  proclamation, 
and  a  new  parliament  summoned,  which  met  for 
the  first  time  on  the  20th  of  October  ( 1702), 
RobertHarley  being  again  chosen  speaker.  .The 
queen  opened  the  session  with  a  popular  speech, 
in  which  she  expressed  her  determination  ''to 
prosecute  those  measures  which  should  be-most 
effectual  for  disappointing  the  boundless  ambi- 
tion of  France ;  ai^  that  the  nation  might  the 
more  cheerfully  bear  flie  necessary  taxes,  she  de- 
sired the  commons  to  inspect  the  accounts  of  the 
public  receipts  and  payments,  in  order  to  detect 
dNises  and  punish  the  offisnders/' 
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Book  v.  The  complexion  of  ihc  house  of  commons 
^"Ttoc!^  quickly  appeared  to  be  of  the  torj  and  high- 
^oTair  church  cast ;  and  an  address  was  presented 
abounding  with  oblique  and  invidious  reflections 
on  the  memory  of  the  late  king.  In  one  para- 
graph it  is  said,  *'  The  vigorous  support  of  vour 
miyesty's  allies,  and  the  wonderful  progress  of 
jour  majesty's  arms  under  the  conduct  of  the  earl 
of  Marlborough,  have  sigually  retrieved  the 
ancient  honour  and  glory  of  the  English  na- 
tion," In  lieu  of  this  unjust  and  malicious  ex- 
pression, all  who  had  a  regard  for  the  memory 
of  king  William  strenuously  insisted  on  substi- 
tuting the  word  maintained:,  asserting  with 
'  truth,  that  in  no  reign  was  the  faonoiiV  of  the 
nation  ever  carried  to  a  greater  height — ^that  to 
him  they  owed  their  preservation — and  that  he 
bad  designed  and  formed  that  great  confederacy 
from  which  all  the  recent  successes  had  icsultcd." 
On  a  division,  the  word  rctrieved  was  never- 
theless retained  by  a  majority  of  100  voices; 
the  whole  strength  of  the  court  being  meanly  and 
injuriously  engaged  on  that  side*. 


*  Mr.  Walsli,  the  ceiebraied  j)oot  and  critic,  at  this  time 
knight  of  the  shire  for  the  county  of  Worcester,  compoeed,  on 
occasion  of  this  debate,  Uie  folfowing  happy  satiric  verses,  in- 
serted in  a  poem  ealled  The  Golden  Agei  written  in  It 
allmion  to  the  fotirtb*'ecl0giia  cf  Vhgil : 
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The  queen       in^ber^speech  declaitd,    diat  book  v. 
•lie  was  resolved  to  defend  and  maintain  the  ^^itST* 
church  aa  )ij  law  e^tahli^hod^."  without  ti^^jf  peuT 
tion  of  tnkmlioai;  and  tbexonitivws  in  reply 
coaq>liaieaied  her  majesty  on  being;    a  most.illus* 
tcioiM  oriuiiBaat  to  ibe.chuich;"  aiKLthejBay> 

We  promise  ourselves  that  in  your  majesty's 
reign  we  «baU  see  it  .periectLy  .restored  to  I  its  due 
rights  and  privileges,  and  secured  in  thetame  td 
posleritjj  which  is  only  to  be  done  by.  divesting 
thoae  men  of  the  povrar  who  .have  .skmm  they 
want  not  the  will  to  destroy  it.*'  Very  serious 
and  just  alarm  was  taken  at  the  tenor  of  this 
^Mech  and  address,  by  the  vrhigs,  aifd  more  ed^ 
pecially  the  dissenters ;  but  affairs  took  a  subse- 
quent direction  very  different  fipom  the  general 

i  .xpcctation. 

boon  after  the  cammeAcenient  of  the.  session; 

Now  all  our  factions,  ali  our  fears  shall  cease,     •  ' 
And  tories  rule  the  prumb'd  land  in  j)cace- 
IVIalice  shall  dic^  and  noxious  poison  fail; 
Harley  shall  cease  to  trick,  and  SeymcNir  cease  to  mil. 
Thelambs  ibflli  with  the  fioiis  walk  unbut,  * 
And  HalHlix  w'rth  Howe  meet  drllly  at  ooorl«  • 
Viceroys,  like  Providence,  with  distant  care 
Shall  govern  kiogdoms  where  they  ne'er  appear; 
Pacific  admirals^  to  save  the  fleet, 
Shafl  Ay  from  conquest,'  and  shall  conquest  meet: 
Commanden  shall  be  pnris*d  at  WtfiUAH's  cost,  ' 
I        .Aud^KQ^  QAibe  A£TftiBVS]>-«beifoiie.'tis  lAt  Vy  ] 
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sooK  r.  ihe  queen^  by  mtttenafe  tothe  kMseiifMrnmetis^ 

^^tSoT^  recommended  the  making  a  farther  proviuon  for 
the  prince  i»f  Demntfk  is  ease  «f  anrvWance. 
The  court  of  Hanover  had  entertained  very  un* 
easy  apinrehennons  kit  aa  eiort  shoiikl  be  made 
by  his  royal  highness  to  obtain  a  participation  in 
the  npd  dignity :  but  the  indolence  and  incapa- 
city of  the  prince  rendered  him  wholly  utiequal  to 
the  accomplishment^  and  it  may  almost  be  said  to 
tii6  conception,  of  «o  gneal  anobjeet  Hie  house 
voted  him  a  revenue  of  100^000/.  per  annum^ 
vith  whieb  he  appeared  entirely  satiafied. 

Theearl  of  Marlborough^  for  his  great  services 
dttrti^.tiie  last  campaign^  was  about  this  period 
created  a  duke  ;  and  the  queen  informed  the 
house  of  commons,  that  she  had  also  granted  him  . 
a  pension  of  5000/.  per  annum  out  of  the  post-* 
office  revenue,  and  aignified  her  vi^ish  that  it 
Qugbt  be  perpetuated  to  him  and  his  heirs  by  act 
of  parliament.  This  occasioned  high  debates; 
and  the  duke,  seeing  the  averseness  of  the  com- 
mons to  comply,  requested  the  queen  to  withdraw 
her  message.  And  the  house,  by  way  of  apology, 
stkted^  in  an  address  to  the  throne^  "  their  appre- 
hensions of  the  danger  of  making  a  precedent  for 
the  Idtenation  of  the  revenue  of  the  crown,  so 
much  reduced  hy  the  exorbUant  grants  qf  the  last 
reign."  This  refusal  was  thought  nevertheless 
to  excite  in  the  mind  of  the  du  ke  no  little  chagrin 
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ami,  resentment  towards  the  toiy  party,  the  zea-  book  v« 
lots  of  whieh  detegted  the  temporising  measmm  i7(xu 
of  the  present  ministers^  and  were  loud  and  in- 
tmmmt  m  Aek  appUusoi  of  the  earl  of  Ro* 
ebeflter. 

The  toleration  act,  passed  in  the  late  reign^  occasional 
hsd  ever  beeo  Regarded  by  the  smme  deseriptiOB  hu^bui 
of  persons  with  an  eye  of  jealousy  and  aversion.  House  of 
But  the  happy  effects  4if  the  toleration  were  by 
this  time  so  apparent^  and  the  act  itself  was  so 
much  the  object  of  national  reverence,  and  ap* 
peared  so  strongly  engrafted  into  the  cOMtitotioii 
as  settled  at  the  Revolution,  that  everj  idea  of  a 
repeal  was  precluded.  The  dissesters  were  there* 
fore  to  be  attacked  during  tlie  prevalence  of  the 
tory  influence  in  a  diffeient  quarter.   It  seem 
fliafc  sir  Humphry  'Edwin,  a  dissenter,  who  served 
tteoffice  of  lord  mayor  of  London  in  1697^  hacU 
doriag  his  mayoralty^  beeivguilty  of  the  gross 
discretioiLof  attending  in  his  formalities  with  the 
city  sword>  &c.  at  a  certain  meetiog->house  or 
eomeiUicl€y  called  Pinner's  HalK  litis  was  mueh 
exclaimed  against  at  thetime^  and  was  now  made 
the  pretext  for  bringing  in  a  bill  for  preventing^ 
uuder  very  great  and  grievous  penalties  and  inca* 
pacities,  the^^jpLctice  of  occasional  conformity, 
which  was  paintod  in  frightfbl  colours  as  an  enop* 
mity  by  which  the  church  was  exposed  to  the 
most  imminent  dangers.   In  the  preamble  of  tbn 
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JOOK  r.  Sill  the  toleration  was  asserted,  and  sll  perscCu-. 
170S.    tioa  £ot  canscience'  sake  condemiifid  iu  a  bigbi. 
siraifa :  yet,  when  a  daiue  was  moved  to  exemiit- 
protestant  dissenters  from  such  onerous  offices  as 
could  not  be  executed  without  a  compliance  with 
the  test,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative—so  that, 
whether  they  did  or  did  not  accept  in  such  caies« 
^  tkey  were  Iiable>  if  not  to  persecution^  at  east  to 
punishment.    This  bill  passed  the  commons  by  a 
gveat  majority^  and  was  carried  up  to  the  lotdt,- 
who  received  it  with  visible  marks  of  coldness 
•    and  disgust.  Unwilling,  however,  to  put  a  direct 
negative  upon  the  bill,  the  adverse  party  took  an 
eiiectual  method  of  defeating  it  by  altering  and 
ocratiooBi  mitigating  the  pecuniary  penalties  therein  im- 
ity  Bill  lost  posetl.    The  house  also  struck  out  a  declaratory 
pment    clause,  affirming  it  to  be  the  intent  of  the  test  act 
that  every  person  complying  therewith  should  be 
in  all  respects  conformable  to  the  church.  Even 
with  these  modifications  the  bill  passed  with  di& 
ficulty,  though  the  influence  of  the  court  was 
fully  exerted  in  its  favor.  The  lords  Marlborough 
and  Godolphin  declared  openly  for  the  bill ;  and 
prince  George  of  Denmark,  himself  an  occasional 
conformist,  and  habitually  attending  at  the  Da** 
uish  chapel,  divided  in  favor  of  it.    Previous  to 
the  division,  tlie  prince  is  reported  to  have  said  in 
his. broken  English  to  lord  Wharton  on  pashiug 
below  the  bar,     M^f  ha  te  isb  vid  you.'*  The  bill 


being  returned  to  the  commons^  a  free  conference  book 

was  demmdfid  and  hd/i  on  the  auty^ct  of  tb^  ^^tS^ 
wmtmimmnU ;  and  each  house,  i^r  Yehement 

tercation^  adhering  to  its  opinion^  the  bill  was  lost 
tor  thtf  mtion. 

The  disposition  of  the  commons  farther  dis- 
played itaelf  by  a  biU  proloi^fing  for  a  whole 
year  the  time  allowed  for  taking  the  abjuration 
oath.  The  upper  house  agreed  to  this^  but  the 
ivUg  lofda  bad  influence  sufficient  to  obtain  the. 
insertion  of  two  important  clauses;  the  first  dc- 
cUriag  it  high  treason  to^endeaYour  to  defeatthe 
sneoesrion  to  the  crown  as  now  by  law  estab- 
lished ; — and,  secondly^  for  extending  the  obligi^- 
tion  of  the  oath  to  Iceland.  This  was  turning 
the  tables  rery  dexterously  upon  the  tories,  the 
dauses  beioy  so  plaiiaible  and  populaTj  that  the 
eoniBK^Ofl  would  not  yenture  to  reject  them.  A 
bill  was  ^Iso  in  the  course  of  the  session  intxo- 
4iifiad  hf  m  Edward  Seymour,  for  resuwiog 

all  the  ^rrants  of  the  late  kins:.''    This  blow  was  Resump. 
aappMy  parried  by  IVCr.  Walpole^  member  for  opposed 
I^nsB  Regis,  distinguished  very  early  in  life  by  pj*. 
his  parliamentary  talentsi,  who  moved  to  add> 

and  thuse.  of  king  Jaaies."~This  was  nega* 
tived;  bp t,  the  partu^lity  being  too  a^p^rent*  the 
biU  wm  aubsequent^y  dropped. 

The  place  bilL  so  much  a  favorite  with  the 
ifism  duxiug  the  iute  re^n,  was  iiow  ni¥iyed>/ 

you  II.  K 
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966k  v.  the  wbiscs,  and  broi]<>*ht  into  the  house  by  sir 
John  UoUjuid.  But  its  former  advocates^  Howe> 
Miisj^rave,  Seymour,  &c.  with  surprising  effron- 
tery, opposed  and  neg^atived  it ;  instead  of  which 
they  brought  in  a  bill  founded  on  a  novel  idea^ 
which  they  pretended  woiikl  ans\v(  r  the  purpose 
of  securing  the  independency  of  the  house  much 
better<^providiiig:  that  no  person  shall  be  chosen 
members  but  sneh  as  are  possessed  of  a  certain 
qualification  in  landed  estate.  This  was  however 
rejected  by  the  lords,  and  the  session  was  termi- 
1703.  nated  so  early  as  the  2Jih  February  1703 — ^the 
queen  declaring  in  her  speech  "  her  resolution 
to  maintain  the  act  of  toleration,  with  which  she 
hoped  those  w*ho  had  the  misfortune  to  dissent 
from  the  cliurch  would  rest  satisfied.** 

TProceed-      Xhc  proccedings  of  the  convocation,  which  sat 

mg»  of  the        ^       *  , 

Omvocs-  during  the  session  of  parliament,  are  almost  too 
inconsiderable  for  historic  notice.  In  their  ad* 
dress  they  told  the  queen,  ''that  they  promised* 
thrmselvoF,  whatever  might  be  wanting  to  re«/ore- 
the  church  to  its  due  rights  and  privileges,  her 
majesty  would  have  the  glory  of  doing  it^  and  of 
securing  it  to  posterity."  The  same  frivolou9 
disputes  relative  to  the  priifil^ges  of  the  upper 
and  lower  house  were  revived  ;  and  the  chief  ar- 
tifice of  the  bishops  being  to  represent  the  re* 
fractory  members  of  tlie  lower  house  as  favorers 
of  presbytery,  a  resolution  was  l)aM^Qd,  affirming. 


kju,^  jd  by  Google 


AKN£, 


119 


in  opposition  to  all  scandalous  and  malicious  book  v. 
representations  of  their  sentiments^  the  order  of  1703. 
bishops  to  be  of  divine  apostolical  institution,"  in 
which  they  desired  the  concurrence  of  the  upper 
bouse,  "  in  order  thai  it  inig;ht.be  the  standing 
rule  of  the  church."  But  this  was  remarked  to 
be  a  manifest  ,  attempt  to  make  a  new  canon  or 
constitution,  without  obtaining  a  royallicence, 
contrary  to  the  statute  of  Henry  Vlll.— and  in 
the  midst  of  their  great  seal  they  found  it  neces- 
sary  to  l)e\vare  of  the  dangers  of  a  prcmunire- 
The  lower  house  of  conyocation  at  length  repre- 
sented their  g:rievaneeB  in  a  labored  petition  to 
the  queen,  setting  forth,  that,  after  ten  years' 
interruption  of  convocations,,  several  questions 
had  arisen  respecting  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  lower  house,  which  they  implored  her  msyesty 
to  call  ilito'ber  own  royal  audience/'  The  queen 
promised  to  consider  their  petition,  and  send 
them  an  answer  as  soon  as  she  could.  But  no 
answer  was  ever  returned.  Lord  Nottingham, 
the  great^atron  of  the  church,  acknowledged  he 
did  net  understand  the  question ;  and  the  pre- 
sent ministers,  being  men  of  penetration  and  abi- 
litjr,  saw  donbtless  the  absurdity  of  making  them- 
selves  parties  in  a  dispute  which  nothing  could 
elevate  to  consequence  but  the  interposition  of 
the  ciTil  power.  And  the  proceedings  of  the 
convocation,  once  so  formidable,  served  only 
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BooK^  to  prove  liow  easily  an  assembly  of  churclim€ir> 
1701.   diTenled  ef  power^  sbk  iate  m^Mti  and  cm- 

tempt. 

may  dMem  iMBtioi^  u  a  tfti/^  of  theweik- 

ness  aad  sii|)eT8titiou  of  the  queen's  character,  that 
at  this  period  the  preposlerous  practka  of  iouch^ 
ing  fc/f  Ae  kin^s-evil  was  mviiad ;  and  to  make 
tlie  impiety  vie  with  tlie  nonsease  of  the  thtng^  aa 
office  was  imertad  ii|  the4iiurgy,  to  ke  used  upo* 
Uie  occasion.  One  Bernard^  appointed  first  sur- 
gten  to  the  qiioeB>  a  man  of  vit«  iriia-liad  oftaa 
made  this  precious  foolery  the  subject  of  his  satire^ 
being  reminded  of  kia  foraaer  jaala^  aad.  wilh  4 
fleer — Really  one  could  not  have  thought  it,,  if 
one  had  not  seen  tt/' 
Hmi        Theopcratimisof  AefiiglidtanMiathe  €omt* 

tions  in  the  tries  bevond  the  Atlantic  had  been  upon  the  whole 

tfcT^  &mabie  in  the  coune  of  the  ki6  }Mr.  GeleAcL 

Moore,  governor  of  Carolina^  with  a  strong  pro- 
ytnctal  force>  made  himself  maater  of  the  iawa  of 
St.  Augustine,  capital,  of  the  neigUKMihig  Sp»* 
nisb  settlement  of  Florida;,  but  the  aixival  o£ 
some  French  and  Spaobb  ships  aompaUed  bun  li» 
evacuate  his  conquests  previous  to  the  suriendei^ 
of  the  fort  or  citadeL   Colonl  Codrksgtan^  jgt^. 
vernor  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  lauding  on  thai; 
Isle  of  Guadeloupe^  possessed  himself  of  ihm 
town  and  castle  of  Basse-terre ;  and,  after  rairar* 
sing  and  plundering  the  country^  he  retired  witji* 
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loss  to  St  Cbfi8iej)lier't— 42iia-  book  v. 
. drioi^  «*  ami  ikoe,  &«  k  flbouM  «een^  iu>t  be-  ^"noT^ 
in^  thought  worth  tbe  expeace  of  keeping.  Aa 
£Bglitli  ^mtsmaotai,  cmmsHmg  cUeflf  privm- 

leers^  sailing  up  the  river  Darien,  arri\ed  in 
Imielve  dill's  at  the  gulden  minoB  of  Saata  Cm, 
sear  ftt.  Mivtbm^  -wbenee,  though  the  countiy 
was  jM'evioufilj  ^lariiied^  thej  carried  off  a  great 
booty. 

The  squadron  detached  by  the  late  kiiig  undeor  Memora- 
«dii«ral  Benbow  to  the  West  Indies  &U  in  ( Au-  ^t"ff^ 
gutft-Ae  Hth,  il7l>2)  'wiOi  a  Fronch  amiaiiieiitof 
nearly  equal  force  under  M.  de  Casse.    But  tl^ 
l>sfianee  and  Wiodsdr,  two  of  Us 'capital  4ips, 
after  receiving  two  or  three  broadsides^  deserted 
the  line^  and  bote  away  out  of  gun-shot.  Other 
-Alps  of  the  fleet  abo  fhUing  astern^  the  Freneh 
endeavoured  to  escape  in  the  night.  The  English 
joommander  pursued^  hoping  his  eaptaina^  on  tbt 
renewal  of  the  engagement,  would  not  fail  to  do 
their  duty.    For  several  successive  days  the  ad- 
miral fought  the  enmy  with  the  utoMwt  bravery, 
though  very  ill  supported^  till  on  the  S4th  his 
Tight  leg  was  broke  in  pieces  by  a  chain^hot ; 
but,  ordering  his  cradle  upon  the  quarter  deck, 
he  continued  the  fight  with  undiminisbed  ardor. 
Almost  all  the  other  ships  teeping  aloof>  he  made 
the  signal  for  the  captaius  to  come  on  board ; 
but  \m  entreaties  -aodMproaehas  proved  equally 
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^OK  V.  unaTailing^  and  he  was  niostfeluctantly  coinpell* 
^^703^^  ed  to  desist  from  anv  farther  puisuit  of  theenemj^ 
though  actually  within  his  grasp.    Returnmg  io 
Jamaica,  he  ordered  a  court-martial  to  he  held  on 
six  of  the  captains^  two  of  whom,  Kirby  and 
Wade,  were  eondemned  to  be  shot;  which  sen- 
tence was  in  the  sequel  executed  upon  them,  hy 
her  majesty's  command,  at  Plymouth.  Admiral 
Bcnbow,  after  lanjocuishinc^  some  weeks,  died  of 
his  wounds,  extremely  lamented  as  one  of  the 
bravest  and  most  experienced  naval  oficers  that 
England  ever  bred.    He  was  a  man  pps&essed  of 
many  virtues,  but  his  manners  were  extremely 
rough  and  repuhive :  and  the  behaviour  of  the 
delinquent  captains  was  suppo^d  to  result  more 
firom  resentment  than  cowardice.    In  a  letter 
written  bv  Benbow  after  the  engagement,  he  de- 
dares,     that  the  loss  of  his  leg  did  not  trouble 
him  half  so  much  as  the  villanous  treachery  of 
some  of  his  captains."     It  is  remarkable,  that 
the  name  of  Benbow  is  still  of  great  and  undimi- 
nished popularity  in  the  British  navy. 
c^npzifra     The  campaign  of  1703  commenced  in  the  Low 
wi^undert,  (j^m,!^^  capture  of  Rheinberg,  which 

R^be^.  had  been  for  some  time  blockaded  by  count  Lot- 
tum,  general  of  the  Prussian  forces.  In  April, 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  joined  the  array  in  per- 
son, and  immediately  resolved  upon  the  siege  oX 
|he  strong  and  important  tovm  of  Bonne,  the  He^ 


of  the  electorate  of  Celogne.  The  place  vas  book 
invested  April  24tb^  being  attacked  ou  diUereat  *  1703.^ 
ndM  by  geoenl  Fagd  and  the  hereditary  pnace 
of  Hesse ;  while  the  celebrated  Coeliorn  directed 
Jus  efforts  against  the  fortress  situated  00  the 
other  bank  of  the  Rhne. .  The  skill  and  courage  1"!°^  ^ 
of  the  besiegers  were  aided  hy  furtuue.;  Xor  tlie 
chaia  which  held  the  flj  ing  bridge,  by.  means  of 
which  the  fort  communicated  \vith  the  towir,  wus 
broke  by  a  chance  shot  iioar  a  cannoa  and  thua 
discouraged^  the  fort  surrendered  May  8.  The; 
.garrison  from  the  town  beipg  also  i:cpHl^diu  9, 
desperaie  sally^  and  a  lodgment  made  ,00  tha 
counterscarp  hy  the  prince  of  flesse,  the murqui^ 
d'Alegre^  governor  of  the  place«  .capitulated 
May  16,  to  the  surprise  and  chagrin  of  the 
f  reach  court,  whiqh  had  se^poctcd  »  ^af  jijore 
pertinacious  resistance.  .        ;        .Mr '  ' 

Marechuls  Bouftlers  and  Villrroi,  of  ^vhoIn  the 
latter  released  from  captivity^  was  agjiia  entrusted 
with  the  conunand  of  armies,  had  in-^h^'ihean  r:  . 
time  attempted  a  diversion  hy  seizing  Tongcjcn^ 

making  a  {notion  toward  Maestricht,  with  a 
view  to  bombard  that  city.    But  finding  M.  Au- 

verquerque  at  the  head  of  his  troops  ready  to 
receive  them,  they  marched  back  to  Tongeren; 
which  tbey  subsequently  abandoned  on  ihh  ap- 
proach of  the  didkC  of  Marlborough.  The  Dutch 
generals^  Coehorn  and  Spaar^  made  in  different 
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Boott  V.  quarters  succenve  attacks  upon  the  Frencfi  with 

1703.  considerable  advantage.  But  marechal  Bouffleis 
coming  by  surprise  with  a  far  superior  force  op 
a  body  of  troops,  chiefly  Dutch,  commanded  by 
baron  Obdam^  stationed  at  Eckeren^  near  Ant- 
AedoAtt  werp«  was  liear  putting  tkem  to  the  total  roirt ; 
Obdam  himself  escaping;  on  the  Aral  shock  with 
about  thirty  horse  to  Breda>  whence  he  wrote  td 
the  States  an  account  of  his  defeat,  concluding 
diat  all  was  lost.  With  such  skill  and  presence 
of  mind,  nevertheless,  did  g:eneral  Sdangenbui^; 
tMy  the  ^troops  aifler  the  departure  of  Obdam,* 
that  flie  fortune  of  the  dsy  was  in  a  great  nea* 
sure  retrieved^  the  French  being  finally  com- 
pelled to  retreat^  hoGx  sides  snstsimng  heary  and 
equal  loss. 

The  duke  of  MArlborough  adTancing  towards 

marechal  Villeroi,  then  l^ing  with  the  grand 
army  at  St.  Job^  that  general  set  fire  to  his 
camp^  and  retired  with  precipitation  within  his 
lines.  The  duke  upon  this  detached  a  body 
bf  troops  onder  count  Noyelles,  who  with  Kttle 
difficulty  reduced  t|ie  town  and  castle  of  Huy. 

When  Huy  was  on  the  point  of  surrender* 
ing^  a  gland  coui^cil  of  war  was  summoned,  ia 
order  to  determine  what  enterprise  should  be 
next  undertaken.  The  Dutch  deputies  and  ge-^ 
nerab  proposed  the  siege  of  Limburg ;  but  the 
duke  of  Marlborough^  in  conjunction  with  the 
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duke  of  Wirtemlierg,  general  Bulaii^  and  the  «00Kir, 

priica  of  Htmt,  commanders  of  the  auxiliarj  i70X 

troops  of  Denmark,  Lunenbui^^  mi  Hetse-Cas*- 

9ii,  delivered  in  writing  ibeic  opioion^  that  a 

geDemI  aitoek  vapm  He  enemy't  Knei  between 

the  Mehaigae  and  Leuwe  would  be  atieaded  ia 

aH  probahiUty  wUh  gfeat  and  deciiive  eueeem ; 

and  that  Umbui^  might  with  ease  be  reduced  by 

a  detaduneat  whea  the  eeasoa  was  more  ad« 

vneed. 

The  commander  in  chief  urged  in  support  of 
kit  filaiiw—fat.  Tbe  present  gieai  snperiority  of 
the  allied  forces ;  2d.  The  advantage  of  ground 
being  a  level  of  two  miles  and  a  half  in  extent, 
vbich  would  allow  the  whole  army  to  act ;  9d. 
That  the  great  object  of  the  campaign  was  a  vic- 
tory, which  woulddraw  after  it  the  most  import- 
ant consequences,  and  an  opportunity  ofachiev- 
iag  «4iich  they  had  hitherto  sought  in  vain ;  4th. 
If  this  advantnge  is  foregone,  the  enemy  may 
with  reason  boast  that  they  have  opposed  an  iu- 
^ncible  barrier  to  the  arms  ot  the  allies ;  btb. 
There  is  now  no  option  between  attacking  and  re- 
tieatingj  there  being  no  forage  left  in  those  parts ; 
im  wbidh  ease  the  enemy  mi^ht  by  means  of  their 
magazines  be  in  a  condition  to  attempt  anj  tiling  ^ 
The  emsmy  being  superior  in  Italy>  and  in 
the  empire,  the  eyes  of  all  the  confederates  are 
f^Jip^  ypon  the  JjOw  Couatries,  as  the  only  scene 
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BOOK  V.  of  operations  ia  which  decisive  success  can  be  ex* 
1703.    poctcd,  which  is  not  to  be  done  but  hy  pushing 
boldlv  tbr\vard. 

The  Dutch  deputies,  notwithstanding,  persist- 
ed in  tlu  ir  oppo>i(ioii,  and  the  duke  of  iMarlbo* 
Capture  of  rough  was  'obliged  to  content  himself  with  the 
and  gJu  acquisition  of  Limbur^,  which  surrendered  to  the 
mig  lit  V  iorcc  brought  against  it,  afier  a  short  and 
feeble  resistance.  Gueldres  also,  which  had  sus* 
tiiincd  a  blockade  of  some  months,  now  hopelcs« 
of  relief,  the  whole  contiguous  country  being  in 
the  hands  of  the  allies^  capitulated  on  Ac  I7tb  of 
Uecembcr*". 

On  the  Rhine  marcchal  Villars  maintained  the 

supei  iorit\  of  the  arms  of  Fiance,  That  able 
and  fortunate  general  in  the  month  of  March  in- 
vested the  fortress  of  Kehl,  opposite  Strasburg-, 
which  soon  surreiulered  ou  honorable  terms.  And 
be  bad  orders  from  the  court  of  Versailles  to  join 
the  elector  of  Bavaria,  who  had  defeated  the  im- 
perialists at  Scarding,  and  taken  possession  of  the 
city  of  Ratisbon,  where  the  diet  of  the  empire 
was  actuall)^  assembled.  Prince  Louis  of  Badeu 
laj  encamped  at  Stolhoffen,  where  he  was  attack«» 
cd  in  bis  cnln  ik  iimcnts  by  marcchal  Villais  and 
count  Tallard,  with  a  force  more  than  double  his 
number:  but  the  French  vrere  vigorously  re* 

«  Tu»da)«  Buraet,  L^dis^^  ^c. 
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fiiilsed^  and  the  two  marechals  obliged  to  with-  book  ¥, 
draw  with   some  precipitation.     Never tlicless^  470^ 
nuirechal  Villars,  penetrating  the  passfs  of  the 
Black  Forest,  joined  the  elector  near  Datiingcn, 
It  was  alao  designed  that  this  prince  should  be 
fiurther  reinforced  by  the  dnc  de  Vendome  from 
the  Milanese  :  but  the  elector,  Avith  a  view  to  fa- 
cilitate this  junction^  marching  into  the  Tjroi, 
where  he  even  made  his  triumphal  entry  into 
Inspnick  the  capital^  was  in  the  sequel  attacked 
by  the  peasants  of  the  country  with  such  fury 
that  he  was  compelled  to  evacuate  the  whole  terr 
ritory  with  great  loss ;  and  the  due  de  Vendome^ 
who  had  advanced  almost  to  Trent^  retired  back 
to  Italy^  where  the  imperialists  were  too  weak  and 
too  ill  supplied  to  be  able  to  act  offensively.  But  sncttmmci 
flie  miscarriage  of  the  design  upon  the  Tyrol  oc- A^m^'b*^ 
casioned  such  loss  of  time^  that  the  French  made  c^npu^, 
no  other  acquisition  this  summer  beyond  the 
mountains  than  the  strong  fortress  of  Bar^ 
sello^  accounted  the  key  of  the  duchy  of  Mo- 
dena.     On  the  junction  of  the  elector  with 
marechal  Villars>  the  imperial  general  count 
Stirum  was  attacked  and  totally  r(ait(  d  hy  the 
united  forces  of  France  and  Bavaria;  after  whicbji 
the  imperial  city  of  Augsburg,  notwitbstandii^ 
the  efforts  of  the  prince  of  Ijudcn  for  its  relief, 
was  obliged  to  surrender  to  the  elector^  who  now 
j^ecime  very  formidable.    h\  i{ie  UK'an  tia^e,  tl;e 
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BOOK  V.  comie  de  Tallard  reduced  the  city  of  old  ErimBt, 

j7Q3^    and  invrjitod  Liindau.    The  prince  of  Hesse  ad- 
vaucing  I'rom  Luxemburg  ^iih  forty  equadmu 
and  battalions^  ia  order  to  raise  the  siege  off  tkmt 
important  piace^  was  suddenly  attacked  and  de« 
idmdaa     feated  at  Spire  by  tbe  French  general^  to  idiMi 
J^^^     Landau  soon  afterwards  surrendered ;  and  the 
ti^ch.    s^ccesse&  of  the  French  arms  on  the  Rhiiie  and 
in  the  heart  of  Grerniany  made  ample  amends  for 
their  dihastcrs  in  Flandei^. 

The  French  interest^  neverthekss,  received  a 
-great  biow  tliis  vear,  by  the  defection  of  the  duLe 
.of  Savoy,  ihoiigfa  iather-in*Iaw  of  the  dauphin 
and  king  of  Spain,  and  by  the  accession  of  Prut- 
Prussia  and  sia  aud  Portu£al  to  the  irrand  alliance.  Tbe 

Portugal  . 

•become  Freuch  court^  having  reason  to  suspect  the  de- 
tbe  Grand  sigus  of  tlic  dukc  of  Savoy,  covercd  as  they 
were  by  the  most  artful  subtlety,  employed  the 
elector  of  Bavaria  to  write  a  pretended  confiden- 
tial letter  to  him,  filled  with  complaints  of  the 
insolence  and  perfidy  of  the  French,  and  inviting 
the  duke  to  join  in  concert^  in  order  to  counteract 
their  projects,  and  restore  the  peace  of  £urope. 
The  duke,  mistrusting  nothing,  wrote  him  afirank 
.auswer,  acknowledgiog  his  own  intended  change. 
On  this,  orders  were  transmitted  to  tbe  due  de 
\  endome  to  seize  and  disarm  the  troops  of  Sa- 
voy, and  to  demand  the  surrender  of  the  for« 
tresses  of  Verceil,  Verjur,  Susa,  and  other  places ; 
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mud  a  meuacing  message  was  delivered  to  his  book  v. 
highness  from  the  French  king,  declaring*  that  ^^703!^ 
since  neither  religion,  honor,  nor  interest,  were  of 
force  U>  hind  him  to  bis  engagementSy  he  had  sent 
his  cousin  the  due  de  Vendome  at  the  head  of 
his  army  to  make  known  to  liim  his  intentions— 
albwing  him  twenty-four  hours  only  to  resdve 
what  to  do."  In  the  interim,  the  duke  of  Savoy  ?avoy°ic- 
tempted  by  the  magnificent  promises  of  the  em*  ^^^T 
peror^  had  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  court  of 
Vieima^  and  recognised  the  archduke  Ciiailcs  as 
king  of  Spain — the  appellation  now  given  to 
him  by  all  the  powers  of  the  alliance  ;  and  count 
Staiemberg,  who  had  the  reputation  of  being  the 
ablest  general  in  the  imperial  s^vice  next  to 
prince  Eugene^  now  ingloriously  employed  against 
the  brave  insurgents  of  Hungary^  received  orders 
to  march  to  his  relief.  This  was  a  commission 
very  difficult  and  hazardous  to  execute — the 
winfttf  being  now  far  advanced^  and  the  enemy 
in  possession  of  almost  the  whole  country  from 
Modsna  to  Turin:.  but»  by  extraordinary  exer- 
tions of  military  skill  and  valour,  the  count 
formed  ajunclipn.with  the  Piedmoniese  army  on 
the  ISth  of  January  170$. 

The  determination  of  the  court  of  Lisbon  was 
supposed  to  bo  chiefly  influenced  by  the  repie* 
sentations  of  the  grandr-admiral  of  Castile,  who, 
beiii^  entirely  gained  over  to  the  imperial  interest 
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lOOK  ir.  had  retired  into  Portugal  with  the  wealth  he 
1703.  ct)ulcl  carry  with  him,  aad  by  urgent  persuasiqas 
and 'specious  allurements  prevailed  upon  the 
king  of  Portugal  to  accede  to  the  grand  confe- 
deracy. His  imperial  majesty^  ii^  the  name  6f  hia 
son  the  archduke^  engaged  to  cede  to  the  crown 
of  Portugal,  Badajoz,  Alcantara,  &c.  in  Estra- 
niadura>  Vigo,  Gordia,  &c.  in  Galicia,  and  cer- 
tain pro\inces  or  di'stricts  of  the  Spanish  empire 
in  America—thus  prematurely  disposing  of  what 
as  yet  was  not,  and  probably  might  never  be,  in 
his  possession.  A  treat  y  was  in  consequence 
IZIZ'  *te  24th  of  May,  1703,  between  the 

prmr^an™"  ^"^P^^'^*'*  ^^^^  quccu  of  Grciit  Britain,  the  States 
tlmip^l  General,  and  the  king  of  Portugal,  by  which  the 
Pwtu^  maritime  powers  engaged  to  send  over  a  powerful 
.  fleet,  with  12,000  troops  and  a  great  supply  of 
money  and  arms,  to  Portugal— that  monarch 
stipulating'  to  have  an  army  of  28,000  men  ready 
to  join  them,  and  the  archduke  was  to  take  the 
command  of  the  combined  forces  in  person.  In 
the  month  of  October  the  nominal  monarch  ar- 
rived in  Holland,  having  had  an  interview  with 
the  duke  of  IMarlborough  at  Dusseldorf,  to 
whom  he  presented  a  rich  sword,  accompany- 
ihg*  it  with  high  expressions  of  esteem  and  re- 
gard— saying,  "  he  hoped  the  duke  would  not 
think  it  the  worse  for  his  having  worn  it  himself 
one  day.**  '  ^ 
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His  cathoUe  majesty  was  detained  som'e  weeks  book  v. 

ia  liolland  by  a  succession  of  storms  and  tem-  ^^'TtoT*^ 
pesta,  vhich  on  the  night  of  the  26ih  of  Novem- 
ber  (170J),  rose  to  a  height  never  before  re- 
aiembered  in  £ngland.  The  city  of  Loudon  was 
shaken  as  by  an  earthquake ;  the  noise  and  vio-- 
ieucc  of  the  hurricane,  accompanied  by  torrent'^ 
of  rainj  vrere  dreadfully  terrific ;  and  the  dark- 
ness was  changed  into  artificial  day  by  the  inces-. 
sant  glare  of  iightoiug.  The  rooft>  of  very  many 
churches,  and  other  pubKc  buiidini^s,  were  unco* 
vered — tbe  wind  rolling-  up  the  sheets  of  lead  as 
icroUa  of  parchment.  The  storm  was  no  less 
terrible  in  the  distant  provinces.  A  2:rci)i  num- 
ber of  bouses  were  biown  down.  Dr.  Kidder^ 
bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells;,  with  others  of  the 
family^  were  killed  by  the  fall  of  the  episcopal 
palace ;  and  ^he  damage  sustained  in  all  parts  of 
the  kingdom  was  incalculable.  Rear-admiral 
Beaumont,  who  commanded  a  squadron  then 
lying  in  tbe  Downs,  was  lost  on  the  Goodwin 
Sands^  in  the  Mary  of  sixty-four  guns,  with 
several  otihcr  dbips  of  war ;  and  1500  seamen 
were  computed  to  have  perished.  The  admired 
)uid  beautiful  structure  of  the  Eddystone  light- 
house built  by  the  famous  Winstanley,  wasde** 
molisbed;  the  architect  himself  being  of  the 
munlier  of  persons  inclossd  in  it.  Having  been 
fiequenfly  loM  that  the  edifice  was  too  slight  to 
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BOOK  \t.  withstand  the  fury  of  the  winds  and  wavcs^  tic 
^^'^tj^^  was  accustamed  to  reply  caatempiuouslj,  that  ha 
only  wished  ta  be  ia  it  when  a  stoma  thouM  hap- 
pen. Unfortunately  his  desire  was  gratified.  Sig-^ 
aab  of  distf eia  weie  niade>  ^  in  tremeiidoua 

a  sea  no  vessel  could  live,  or  would  veaturc  lo 
put  ofi'  to  their  relief. 


•ArrM  of     About  ih»  end  of  December  the  kinr  of  Spaim 

the  King  of  ... 

Spaing  landed  at  Portsmouth,  and  iaunediately  repaired 
to  Windaor^  where  the  court  wBitiienoelebr8tii||f 
the  festival  of  CUristmas.  Here  he  was  enter- 
tained with  a  apiendor  and  magnificence  eorre*- 
sponding  with  the  opulence  and  f^ndeur  of  the 
British  nation.  This  young  prince  displayed 
the  true  Austrian  reKrvo  and  gravity,  gpeaking 
very  little,  and  never  once  heing  perceived  to 
mile.  His  maimers  were  neYectheless  perfectly 
decorous  and  oblie:ing,  and  he  appeared  highly 
pleased  and  gratiiied  with  his  reception.  £aily 
in  tbe  new  year  (170i),  he  sailed,  undnr  co»» 
wy  of  a  powerful  squadron  commanded  hy  sir 
Geoffgo  Rooke,  to  Li8hoii>  where  he  was  wel-^ 
corned  with  all  the  honots  due  tn  Ife  sove* 
reii;n  of  the  Spanish  monarchy. 

The  duke  of  Ormond  had  filkd  thehigboflke 
of  viceroy  of  Ireland,  since  the  dismission  of 
the  earl  of  Rochester,  with  great  reputation  and 
popularity,  living  ia  a  style  of  eictraordinary  mag* 
niiicenGe,  and  deporting  himself  with  much  ge- 
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nerosity  and  affiU^ility.  la  the  montli  of  Sep-  book  v. 
tanber  I70S>  hif  grace  beld  a  session  of  ptrliar  •  1703, 
meat  in  Dublin ;  aud^  addre^ing  the  two  houses 
m  a  most  giraeious  speedir«Sliured  theM,  Aat; 
since  the  queen  had  done  him  the  honor  to  place 
him  in  that  station^  as  his  duty  and  gratitude 
obh'ged  bim  to  serve  1ker<inajesty  vUh  the  utmost 
diligence  and  fidelity^  so  his  inclination  and  iu- 
temt,  and  the  ezamples  of  his  'aacestDi% 
indispensable  obligations  upon  him^  to  improye 
every  opportunity  to  the  advantage  and  prospe- 
rity of  tins  Us  native  countfy."  The  addfenes 
leturaed  by  the  two  houses  were  in  the  highest 
dcgvee  loyal  to  the  queen^  and  complimeiitary  to 
the  present  illustrious  chief  governor:  but  the 
proceedings  of  parliament  during  the  whole  of 
the  session  indicated  the  deep  sense  entertained 
by  the  Irish  legislature  of  the  multiplicity  and 
Mgnitnde  of.the  national  grievanees.  In  a  re- 
pnsentaiion  to  tbe  sovereign  of  the.  state  of  the 
nation^  the  commons  complain  tliat  the  con- 
stilotion  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  had  been  of 
hte  greatly  shaken ; — the  livesj  liberties^  and  es- 
tates>  of  the  sulyects  thereof  .being  called  in 
^iiestion^  and  tried  in  a  manner  unknown  to  thdr 
ancestors  ; — thej  could  not  without  tbe  greatest 
grief  o^  heart  reflect  npon  tbe  peat  decay  and 
loss  of  Hbeir  trade,  which,  from  the  restrictions 
and  dis^itfagsmeuts  it  laboured  under,  vras  b^* 
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BOOK  V.  come  in  ^  manper  unp^ofit^^ble ; — tliat  many  civil 
^"^^^^^  offlom  ^were  artiv^.  at  such  a  pitch  of  ccmf* 
tiott  a$  wa9  .almost  iusupporlabie ;  that  others  in 
omkikecablei  employmcto^  dwelt  immI  reMdedffK 

the  most  part  out  of  ihe  kingdom  : — and  ihey 
coocilude  a  long  j»d  aSectiog  mmorjyili  with  the 
remarkable  declalraiion,  that-,  tiiey  -  <didd  aM 
despair  af  her  majeatjL'a^goodueai  beijog  extendfid 
towards  ilieiii  ia.  itidi  a  pfudtnt  and  gracio«l 
ttianoer  as  might  afibrd  them  rch*ef  according  to 
the  engmcies  df  tiieir  doaditioiD,!  hj  reftoring 
Parliament  them  to  a  fuU  enjoyment  of  their  constitution* 

of  Udand  . 

coum  a    OE  by  priombtinff /  a  more  firii  Md  strict  raUMi 

Union  with      .  ^      .       ^        .  ^ 

^knd.    with  her  majesty's  subjects  of  England." 

The  address  of  the  lords  ym$  expressive  of  thd 
same  just  aiid'TitMiial  -sentitiie|i£  '  As  we  art 
sensible,''  say  they,  • tliai  our  preservation  i< 
owing  to  piir  hiring  united  tb  the  oroWn  of  E^p* 
land,  so  we  are  convinced  it  would  tend  to  oas 
fiirtber  -security  and  iiappiiiess^  to  have  a  mm 
comprehensive  and  entire  union  with  that  king^ 
dam."  The  aaswers  '•f  the  duke  ofi  Ormoad; 
and  probably  his  wtriies,  were'^fiiVorable  to  tkis 
great  project^  but  his  political  inlkience  wa&  very 
circnmscribed ;  andaa  undertaking  of  such  mag* 
uitude  and  difficulty  was  not  Uliejy  to  be  entered 
lipian/  but  froai  melim  df  ihe  most  ui^ant  pdi* 
tical  necessity  ;  and  tlie  earnest  desire  of  the  Irish 
i^pskture>  directed  to  an  object  most  important 
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liaoieatary  discussion  in  England. 

k  mj  serfcre  tnU  ^vw  introilucad  ii%tlie 
of  the  session  against  the  Roman-^tholics^  frant** '  • 
ed  on  the  model  of  that  pawed  some  .yean  uooe 
in  England^  which  the  English  bnnistry,  anxtota 
not  to  iqerease  the  disconteata  of  the  Irish  uia^J^rthorPqe 
teitaHiar  wMld  not  Tentare  to  mAct*:  hut  thet  Boactea 
annexed  to  it  a  clause^  extending  the  operation  iniiic»-  ^ 
of  the  test  act  to  Utland,  whioh.  thej  hoped 
would  have  been  fatal  to  the  bill.  Tfa^  bill  pass** 
td  nolifithatanding ;  for>  though  ihe  okuie  afl^ 
aeied  waa  cstremely  distasfaAil  •  to  the  lririi  par4 
Uniaiit,  thejr  chose  rather  that  tb^e  disHegtart 
should  in  a  certain  degree  sui^r  sa  eequiaiitiail 
with  the  catholics^  than  that  the  hard  fate  of  .the  * 
kiter  diottki  not,  bj  the  injoriiDiis  nparsisiji  ijiC. 

thisbill^  be  rendered  still  more  painful  and  grie^-*, 
sns.   Farther  measures  of  rigoraypearedtd.be 
nr  eontemplntien>  whetvtiie  parlmment  wns  sod?', 
deoly  a<yourned  by  the  lord  lieuteoanl^wribait  * 
adble  pwsonage  incurring  by  this  tet  of  hdma^ 
aity  and  policy  the  reproaches  of  those  vf^retcheA 
^igtiU,  ipdio  «t  that  p«ied  eonstiluted;  ae  is  ioof 
probable;,  a  very  great  majority  of  the  protestant 
kwdi  of  the  community  in  this  unhappy  and 
itrided  country. 
On  the  9th  of  November,  1703,  the  English 

wna  opened  by  a  very  wariifce  spiDeel^  da^  .* 

02 
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BOOK  V.  mmutmtsag  dtly  how  ahiohte  wai  'tlie  Meal* 

.1703.  ency  now  acquired  by  the  Mmrlborongh  connexion 
over  the  pacific,  and  unambitioun  dispotition  of 
the  queev<  She  demand^  such  cuppliei  u 
should  be  requisite  to  defray  the  necessary  charge 


or  t^f  the  war  during  the. next  year/ with  regard* 
tnjEQ^UiuL  not  only  to  all  the  former  eugagemcuts^  but  par- 
ttcularly  to  the  allianoe  latbly  iiiade.  with  the 
king  of  Portugal,  for  recovering  the  monarchy  of 
Spain  from  the  house  of  ttourboo^  and  restoring 
it  to  the  . house  of  Au§tria*'-^*-an  ohjeet  whieh 
was  never  avowed,  nor^  as  there  is  any  reason  to 
Wieve,  ev«r  eiterlained  by  the  late  Idng  Wil- 
Kam,  the  original  projector  of  tlie  grand  alliance 
In.  .the  emchision  of  her  speisdh  the  quefen  ex- 
pressed her  earnest  desire  Of  seeing  all  her  sub- 
ject in  perfect  peace  and  union  awongat.  them- 
selves ;  and  she  deprecated  any  heats  or  'dhrisieos 
tiiai^  might,  deprive  her  of  that  satisfaction^  and 
give  enconragement  to  tfie  cosMtton  enenaes  ol 
ttie  church  and  state. 

•  This  detiatod  the  rising  ascendency  of  wUg^ 

principles^  and  was  understood  as  an  intimation 
mf  her  dosiiDe,  thai  there  should  be  no  farther  pro- 
ceedings in  the  bill  against  occasional  conform- 
ity»  s^  ojipofiite  to  the  policy  of  the  whigs,  upon 
whose  zeal  the  ministers  chiefly  depended  forthe 
farther  prosecution  of  the  war.  But  in  a  very 
short  time  after  the  meeting  of  parliamenty  a  mo^ 
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tioh  was  made  in  the  house  of  commons  for  leave  ^2^^*. 
to  bring  in  a  biQ  against  occasional  coiiformity,  17»3.- 
and  carried,  notwithstanding  the  non-concurrence 
of  the  courts  by  a  great  majority,   it  was^  how-  occasional 
sonkewhat  diferently  modified  from  thei^KUr^ 
former^  and  the  penalties  greatly  mitigated ;  and 
in  the  preamble  the  clause  against  persecutiott 
was  modestly  and  properly  omitted.    The  old 
topics  of  the  hypocrisy  of  the  sectaries  and  the 
dinger  of  the  church  being  still  tbe*-favorite 
tbeme^  the  hill  triumphantly  passed  the  house  on 
the  7th  of  December  (1703);  and  being  sent  op 
to  the  lords^  it  occasioned  a  debate  of  many  hours, 
v^iiether  the  bill  should  be  read  a  second  time,  or 
thrown  out.  The  prince  of  Denmark,  and  several 
other  peers  connected  with  tlie  court,  absented 
themselves  from  the  house ;  and  others,  who  had 
formerly  voted  for  it,  pretending  they  saw  fioiher 
into  the  design  of  the  bill,  now  appeared  openly 
against  it   The  bishops,  hesitating  between  op- 
posite interests,  were  almost  equally  divided  ;  and 
bishop  Burnet,  the  champioo-of  the  low  church 
party,  made  an  able  and  itnpressive  speech  in  op* 
position  to  the  bill.    This  prelate  cited  the  ex- 
ample of  queen  Elizabeth,  who  vras  so  fkr  from 
thinking  a  law  of  this  kind  necessary,  that  she  en- 
couraged the  occasional  conformity  of  papists  in 
her  reign  as  a  measure  of  policy,  with  the  general 
<  approbation  of  the  kingdom.    But  the  pope  saw 
the  teudeocy  of  this  iniulgent  system^  and.tbere* 


\^  '   mSTORT  OF  GEEAT  BBTTAIN* 

V.  fote  BB  took  care  toput  a.stop  to  it.  Surely/^ 

^^T^T  said  he,  the  dtssenterg  in  this  reigo  axe  not 
more  to  be  dreaded  than  the  catholics  in  that  of 
♦  Elizabeth.  After  the  late  king  had  delivered  us 
^'  (£om  our  fear9  and  dangefp^  and  an  act  of  tolerar 
- '  iion  was  paitedj  the  church,  far  from  being  weak* 
fsned  by  it,  had  become  both  stronger  and  safer ; 
Had  the  mimberB  of  (he  non-confbraiifts  had  con- 
siderably diminished.  But  a  measure  of  this 
liature  will,  excite  their  jealousj  and  their  anger ; 
and  when  Hme  passions  are  awakened^  it  is  in 
vain  to  expect  to  work  by  any  arguments  upon 
their  mason.  The  bishop  said,  that  he  himself 
had  been  an  occasional  conformist  at  Geneva  and 
in  Holland ;  and  he  thought  that  ^  occasional 
conformity  with  a  less  perfisct  church  ?ery  con- 
sistent \i  ith  the  habitual  worship  of  God  in  a 
|nm  perfect  one;  and  it  remaipied  a  mere  pomi 
of  opinion,  which  church  or  society  was  the 
more  and  which  the  less  perfect.  He.  himself 
thought  the  separation  of  the  dissentttw  firanded 
on  error  and  mbtak^;  but  if  they  were  to  be  to- 
lerated in  their,  mistakes^  he  kaeiw  not  vhy 
they  should  not  be  tolerated  in  a  practice 
which  had  a  direct  tendency  to  moderate 
and  rectify  them.  Before  the  civil  wars  of 
flie  last  century,  he  observed  that  a  great  dif- 
ference was  constantly  made  between  the  pnri? 
tans  and  the  Brownists,  on  this  very  account : 
and  the  former  had  been  allowed  some  dcaxee  of 
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merit,  in  conforming  to  the  church  so  far  as  they  book  v. 
lawfiiUy  eouM;  «id  the  latter*  candemiied  ^^^^^ii^^^ 
achismatics  in  totally  separating  from  it.    But  **< 
naw  all  was  reversed*   Those  who  came  nearest 
t»  the  ehvurch  were  discouraged,  and  Ibe  most' 
hostile  and  bigoted  separatists  only  are  deemed 
entitled  to  iodiiigeiice  and  faTor.    if  Mcasional 
conformity  be  an  error,  I  seenot,"  said  this  liberal 
prelate^     Anrbj  it  should  hi  worse  treated  than 
the  errors  that  are  now  tolerated :  for  of  all  er- 
rors it  is  that  which  has  done  the  greatest  service 
to  the  dmreh/'   The  lords  Marlboroagli  and' 
Gtedolphin,  though  they  declared  the  bill  to  be 
wueasofuMe,  voted  for  the  second  reading  of  it.  - 
But  tUt  by  M  means  siiSced  to  maintahi  their^eaMfondi 
reputation  with  the  high  church  party,  who  ity  bui  re- 
plainly  percrived  their  change  of  sentiment  re*  ^'lotL 
specting  this  favorite  measure — and  fiom  this  pe- 
riod tbeselords  were  decried  by  the  tories  through-  » 
out  the  kingdom  as  cold  or  lukewarm  friends  bP 
the  church— -and  the  earl  of  Rochester  extolled 
bj  them  as  the  only  man  who  could  be  depended 
upon  for  zeal  and  firmness  in  defence  of  the  civil 
and  ecclesiastical  constitution  of  the  realm  in 
times  of  difficulty  and  danger.   On  dividing  the 
house^  it  was  resolved  by  a  majority  of  twelve 
voicea  not  to  give  the  bill  a  second  reading,  but 

to  REJECT  it*. 

*  In  the  qneai'f  private  oorfMpondenoe  with  tfae^odieii  oi  ^ 

Msrlborou^h  at  tiiis  j^riod^  uadei  tbc  t'eigaed  names  of  Mn, 

.  kju.^  .o  i.y  Gurogle 


SOO  HISTORY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

BOOK  V.    In  tbe  couneof  the  preflent  amion  adkeovery 

'  i70i.  was  made  of  a  plot  which  excited  much  atten- 
fiot  %ion,  aii4  some  aUurm,  though  scarcely,  dasenriog 
of  either.  Simon  Fraser  of  Be«ifbrt>  heed  of 
the  clan  of  the  Frasers^  who  assumed  upon  quefr» 
tionable  authonty  the  title  of  Loid  LowI-hi 
man  of  a  character  infamously  proflig'ate,  of 
much  low  cuamog  aad  plausible  address^  had 
been  deputed  from  the  court  of  St.  Germaine's 
into  Scotland,  with  a  commission  to  treat  with 
the  highland  ehieftaiai  who  wm  still  attached  to 
that  inttTCht.  After  much  intrigue  and  cabal, 
not  only  with  the  higblanders  but  divers  of  the 
Scottish  nobles^  he  obtained  an  iiitroduetion  to 
the  duke  of  Queeosberry^  high  coiiimi^ioaer^  to 

Morlejr  and  Mrs.  Freeman,  ber  real  and  secret  inclination  in 
ftvor  of  the  toriei  b  ttroogljr  eipvened.  She  mift,  **  I  mnit 
teJl  you  Mr.  Bromlejr  will  be  disappointed  \  for  the  prince 
^bea  not  intend  to  go  to  the  iiouse  when  the  bill  against  occa- 
sional conformity  is  brought  in.  But,  at  the  same  time  that  1 
think  him  very  much  in  the  right  not  to  vote  in  it,  I  shall  not 
have  the  worse  opinion  of  any  •£  the  lords  that  are  for  it.  Far 
ihou|^  I  aboold  hmbem  ^eiy  glad  it  had  not  been  bioagbt 
mtothebooieof  conunoni,  becawel  woold  not  have  bad  wj 
pretence  given  for  quarrelling,  I  cannot  {lelp  thinlcing,  now 
it  is  as  good  as  passed  there,  it  will  be  better  lor  the  service  to 
have  it  pass  die  liouse  of  lords  too.  1  must  own  to  you  that  X 
never  cared  to  mention  any  thing  on  this  subject  to  you>  be* 
cause  I  knew  yoo  would  not  be  of  my  mind— but  aiooe  yea 
bave  given  me  thia  occasion,  I  camiot  foibear  saying,  tluil  I 
«9e  pothing  like  persecution  in  tWt  bill.** 
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wimi  he  betfftyed  Om         atewt  of  his  em-  ^o^^ 
1)«siy»    Ami  it  appears  that  Queensberr^  tQok  aa  1703/ 
wgwefoiM  adTMiCige  ^  this  Amowy,  to  ei^ 

pose,  if  not  to  ruin^  gevfiral  persons  whom  be  ac« 
ymintrd  bis  personal  or  political  enemies^  parti- 
cularly the-  marquis  of  Atbol,  for  whom  Lovat 
pretended  to  have  a  letter  from  the  queen  at  St. 
Germaiue's^  tbanking  thai  nobleman  for  his  assur* 
ances  of  fidelity  and  attacbment.  The  direction 
of  this  l^ter>  said  to  be  intended  for  the  duke  of 
Goido«»  was  observed  to  be  in  a  hand  diffiveni 
from  the  contents,  to  which  it  was  affirmed  by  the 
firieuds  of  the  marquis  to  be  insidiously  affixed  by 
XiOTat,  between  whom  and  Athol  subsisted  a 
deadlt/  feud.  Intelligence  being  convcjed  by 
Qneensbenry  to  the  ministers  in  London  of  this 
secret  mission  of  Lovat,  which  was  also  corro- 
borated by  the  seizure  about  this  time  of  several 
Jlicobite  emissaries  her  majesty  on  the  17th  of 
December^  1703^  acquainted  the  two  houses  in 
a  fonmd  speech,  tiuit  she  had  unquestionable 
information  of  very  ill  practices  and  designs  car- 
ried on  in  Scotland."  A  very  long  and  tedious 
examination  of  particulars  followed  hereupon, 
upon  which  the  bouse  of  commons  passed  no 
judgment,  and  offered  no  advice ;  but  the  house 
of  peers^  at  the  result  of  the-whole,  towards  the 
end  of  the  session,  came  to  a  resolution,  which 
tbpjr  expressed  in  w  address  to  the  queen>  that 
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BOOK  V.  ijxere  appealed  to  have  bcM  a  daiig«r4i]i4cd&fpi- 

1703.  racy  carried  on  for  raising  a  rebellion  irt^otland^ 
aiid  invading  that  kingdom  with  a  French  power  ; 
andtiieir  lordship's  c^te  it  as  tbeirtipiiiion^'that 
nothing  had  given  so  mu(^h  encouragement  to  her 
majesty's  enemies  to  enter  into  this  detestable  eom> 
spiracyv,  as  that  the  succession  to  the  crown  of 
Scotland  was  not  declared  to  be  id 'the  princeis 
Sophia  and  her  heirs,  beirtg  protestants."  To 
ivhich  the  queen  replied^  That  she  had  already 
declared  her  intentions  of  endeavc^ring  Ate  set- 
tlement of  the  protestant  succession  in  Scotland, 
as  the  cAectuaVmeans  of  seeuring  their  quiet  and 
our  own^  and  the  readiest  way  to  an  entire  union 
between  both  kingdoms^  in  the  perfiMsting  of 
which  it  was  very  desirable  that  no  time  should 
be  lost." 

The  secret  correspondence  of  Fraser  with 
Queensberry  could  not  long  remain  unsuspected 
by  the  Jacobites.  In  consequence  of  a  pass  pro- 
cured  for  him  under  a  feigned  name  by  that  no- 
•bleman>  of  the  earl  of  Nottingham^  he  returned 
to  the  continent,  and,  repairing  to  the  court  of 
^t.  Germaine's,  delivered  a  long  and  confused 
memorial  to  the  queen  regent,  containing  a  pom- 
'  poua  account  of  the  success  ot*  his  mission,  ac- 
knowledging without  reserve  his  intrigues  with 
Queensberry,  Argyle,  Leven,  &c.   On  the  perusal 

of  ibis  memorial,  the  earl  of  Middleton,  clearly 
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parGei¥iiig  the  faUebood  and  treachery  of  Lonrat^ 
dedared  in  a  letter  to  M.  de  Torcy  (Jan.  16^ 

17(M),  that,  although  he  never  had  a  good 
opinion  of  him^  he  did  not  think  him  fool  enough 
to  accuse  himself.  The  informations  given  against 
bifli  by  others/'  laid  his  lordship,  are  out  of  the 
question.  He  acknowledges  plainly  a  formal  dis- 
obedience ;  for  he  ivas  absolutely  forbidden  to 
treat  with  any  but  the  highlandert.  He  told  me 
that  Quecnsberry,  Argyle^  and  Leveu,  were  the 
greatest  enemies  of  the  Vmg  in  tiiat  country ; 
yet  he  communicated  to  them  the  whole  of  his 
conunission.  He  rejects  extraordinary  oflers,  but 
obtains  a  pass  to  go  to  London  ;  and  from  thence 
the  same  Qmensberry  obtaina  another  pass  for 
him^  under  a  horrowed  name^  to  secure  hts  safe 
return  to  France,  it  is  therefore  clear  as  day- 
light,  that  these  noUemen  wanted  to  employ  him 
here  as  a  spy — and  for  seiziDg  letters  and  com- 
missions  which  might  serve  as  proofs  agamst  the 
men  of  honor  in  that  countrv*."  In  conclusion, 
Levat,  in  reward  of  the  great  services  he  boasted 
to  have  performed,  was  thrown  into  the  prison  of 
the  Bastille.  The  most  remarkable  circumstance 
ttttending  this  futile  conspiracy^  was  the  extreme 
ardor  with  which  it  was  investigated  by  the  peera^ 
§nd  the  indtfoence  approaching  to  cottlempt  ap* 


*  Macphenon'sPaperiy  vol.  I  p.  65U 
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i&ooK  V.  pareat  ia  all  Uie  piocecdings  relative  to  it  in  the 
^"TtoT^  houBe  of  €Oinmoii8,  affi>rduig  a  good  political  ba- 
rometer of  the  general  state  of  paxties  aiid  opi- 
mona  in  the  legialattYe  bodj. 

The  ability  as  v>e\\  as  fidelity  of  (lie  earl  of 
Nottingham^  in  tha  discharge  of  the  high  offices 
occupied  by  him  since  the  revolution,  had  been 
conspicuous.  It  seemed  ^erefore  superfluous, 
nnd  eren  invidious,  for  the  house  of  lords  to  ap- 
point a  select  committee  to  exaniioe  into  the  par- 
ticulars of  this  plot.  The  choice  of  the  house 
fell  upon  the  dukes  of  Somerset  a  ad  Devonshire, 
the  earls  of  Sunderland  and  Scarborough,  mod 
the  lords  Somers,  Townshi  iid,  and  Wharton, 
soYcn  of  the  most  imlous  whigs  in  thatassemblj. 
Tbo  house  of  eomnions  immedimtelv  took  fire  at 
this  procedure,  and  presented  an  address  to  the 
queeo,  declaring  their  surprise  to  4ni,  that* 
when  ;»evcral  persons  suspected  of  treasonable 
psaeticea  against  her  ui^esty  were  taken  intocns* 
tody  ill  order  to  be  examined,  the  lords,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  known  laws  of  the  land,  bad  wrested 
tbem  out  of  her  majesty's  hands  ;  and,  without 
her  majesty's  leave  or  knowledge,  had,  in  a  most 
extraordinary  manner,  taken  the  examination  of 
them  solely  to  tiiemseUcs^  aud  they  avowed  their 
resohition  to  support  her  m^esty  in  the  exercise 
of  her  just  prerogative  a  crainst  all  invasions  what* 
soever."   in  reply  to  this  accusation  and  menace^ 
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the  lords  preseated  a  memorial  to  the  queen^jus^  book  v. 
tifying at  great  length  their  late  conduct,  as  per*  ^'noT^ 
fectly  regular  and  constitutional ;  and  they  affirm 
tlieir  records  to  be  filled  with  precedents  which 
warrant  their  claim  in  ever  v  part  of  it :     No  house 
of  coaunons,"  say  their  lordships,     till  now^  has 
giTen  eoantenanee  to  this  dangerous  opimofa, 
which  does  so  directly  tend  to  the  rendering  ill 
minislers  safe  from  the  examination  of  parKa* 
nients.    And  we  are  persuaded  that  no  house  of 
commons  hereafter  will  assert  such  a  notion,  be- 
cause ifaey  are  not  wont  easily  to  part  with  a 
power  they  have  assumed ;  and  it  is  certain  that 
they  have  several  times  taken  upon  them  to  exer^* 
cise  an  authority  like  that  which  they  have  so  se- 
verely reflected  on  in  their  address."   The  queen 
was  not  a  little  embarrassed  by  these  opposite  ad- 
dnsws,  but  gave  civil  and  discreet  answers  to 
both — declaring     that  she  looked  upon  it  as  a 
great  misfortune  when  any  misunderstanding 
happened  between  both  houses  of  parliament, 
which  could  not  be  without  much  prejudice  to  the 
public."    Amongst  other  pa[}er8  laid  before  the 
two  houses,  was,     an  account  of  the  conspiracy 
in  Scotland/'  drawn  up  by  the  earl  of  Netting* 
ham,  containing  an  abstract  of  the  examinations 
taken  before  him  as  secretary  of  state.  Great  ex-* 
ceptions  upon  very  slender  grounds  were  made  by 
pome  of  the  whig  lords  to  this  document,  as  im- 
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BOOK       feet  and  obecure> '  and  eaknkted     iiiikifl  lb» 

^""^ToZ^  pl^^  appear  moce  insigaificant  than  really  wasi 
whicb  ia  truth  could  scarcely  bef  Bcitthe  cooh 
mons  passed  a  re^olve^  that  the  earl  of  Not-* 
tinghaniy  Sot  hk  groat  ability  tad  diligeMeiii 
the  execution  of  his  oflice,  for  his  unquestion- 
able fidelity  to  ih^  queen  and  her  governaient, 
and  for  his  steady  adhering  to  the  church  of 
England  a&  by  law  e^abiifih^>  bad  highly  me- 
tiled  the  trust  her  ttu^ty  reposed  in  Um/f 
.  This  afiair  coutiiiued  tor  many  months  to  en- 
gage  the  attaatioaof  the  public^  who  highly  ap- 
plauded the  zeal  displayed  by  the  lords .  in  the 
investigation  of  it».  while  the  coldness  and  indi£-i 
ference  of  the  commons  excited  in  the  sauie  pro- 
poriioa  the  geof  ral;di«gu«l. 
finNFniitt    Oieat  and  mariled  })(>|)iiiarif\  was  acquired  br 

•DdTtnths   .  ,  \  ,  \ 

t«tor»i  to  1^  queen  in  cpasequence  oi  a  message  deuvered 
^^'io  the  bouse  of  commons  by-  the  sefcrelary  of 
state,  sir  Charles  Hedges,  on  the  aumversary  of 
her  birth*day  this  year>  i70lt,  importing,  'Mbat 
her  majesty,  having  taken  into  her  serious  con- 
sideration the  mean  and  insuttcicAt  maintenanoe 
beloi^ng  to  the  clergy  in  divers  parts  of  this 
lUugdom^  -to  give  tbem  some  ease  had  been 
pleased  to  remit  the  arrears  of  the  tenths  to  the 
poor  clerg}.;  and  lor  an  augmentation  of  their 
maintenance  her  majesty  declared  that  she  would* 
iuuJlc  a  gruiit  ul  iier  whole  revenue  arising  out  of 
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could  find       proper  method  bjr  yvhich  her  ma-: 

be  made  more  cSectiHil,  it  woidd  be  of  greiit  adt 
vantage  to  the  i»ublic^«|id  ajtHM^ptoble  la  bcr'iWb 
jestjf."^  UpdB  Ae  IqilMMi't  me^sa^  a  )MU  wa^ 
brought  ifl^ .  enabliiig  h»  ^  alieiiate  tbM  bfa^cli 
^lfa6*Mtatte,'th»Mimiiitfiig  to  ab<liil  l7>00(V. 
per  aaaun]>  but  aioce  much  im proved  audi iur 
csiiiedy  jnd  to  eimte  ai  corporation  by  chaner  Ui 
appljr  it  to  the  use  foCi^faich  she  now  gave  it, 
h  aid  o£  ifirhkh  purpcM^  a  ^ariiai  lepeai^iiC  the 
Mole  6f  mortmain  took  place,  that  it  might  be 
(cee  to  all  mi^  to  give  or  bequeath  yihfA  thcjl^ 
ttought  fit  tow!|rda:  the  augmentation  of  .tht 
fuod.  This  excellent  .cbaiity  is  knoMi^bytbQ 
■Pfrflgtiim  of  Qutai  AoM'i  Aowiji;  ond  it 

produced  a  set  of  addresses  from  all  the  clergy 
of  Eogln^  ivU  nf  tbMki  nnd  jiait  i^:]M¥>wledg- 
MBtal  To  render  the  royal  message  perfoctlji 
wtoUjgibl^  it  4a;MC«ii9ary  to  remtfk*  tb%t  thi^ 
incaent  branch  of  the  papain  and,  i^rfGethottnk 
of  the  reformation,  of  tbe  royal  reveauo,  bad  ^ 
■ew  bafltt  Nguhnly  paid  linl^  the  ivoyal  tree* 
•ury ;  but,  being  ooUi^cted  by  tl^  bishops,  was 
•etaj^'aaa.iundott  wtwdi>t»  mAe  Wip^ 
tt  court  faToritesr-rthe       of  Synd^lapd  ^tiJoS^ 
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BOOK  V.  Mevy  period  enjoying  a  peniiion  of  80001.  per 
^^Si^  nuni  for  two  lives,  payiUe  Mil  of  the  «IIM.  At 
Ihe  courtiers,  therefore,  were  so  much  interested 
ta  the  perpetuation  of  this  tbupe,  greato  BMcit 
is  ascribable  to  the  queen  and  lier  fireseiil  ninis* 
ters  for  adopting  a  inode  of  extinguishing itj  at 
onte  to  effectual  and  so  beneficial. 

A  remarkable  act  passed  this  session,  empow-. 
ering  jototices  of  the  peace  to  take  iq^  such  idle 
persons'M  had  no  calling  ornnansof  snbsisleiice, 
and  to  deliver  them  to  the  ofiicers  of  the  army, 
upon  paying  them  the  levyHuney  allowed  for 
raising  recruits.  Another  bill  was  likewise  in- 
troduced into  the  bouse  of  coaunoag>  to  compel 
the  several  parishes  throughout  England  to  Anr* 
nish  to  the  army  a  certain  complement  of  men. 
But  thia  being  regarded,  by  the  vigilant  jea*' 
lousy  of  thejye  times^  as  a  copy  of  what 
vras  practised  in  France  and  other  despotic  g9-» 
vernments,  and  inconsistent  with  the  eonslitutioil 
and  liberty  of  £nglisiimco/'  it  was  unanimously 
RBjscTBb.  On  the  3d  of  April  (110^),  the 
queen  came  to  the  house>  and  in  a  speech  of  form 
put  an  end  to  the  sessioii. .  *  . 
wiug^|iao  The  whigs  still  appeaired  to  gain  groimd  in 
Court.  "  the  cabinet.  The  earl  of  Nottii^ham^  while 
^^^the  parliament  was  yet  sMiog,  .Migned  his  post 
of  secretary  of  state — not  being  able  to  obtain 
the  dismission  of  the  dukes  of  bomersotaodvDe^ 
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Vonsbire  from  the  queen^s  service,  and  resolving,  book  v. 
as  he  declared^  to  parUci(iate  no  longer  in  any  1704. 
couneib  to  which  those  great  whig  peers  were 
admitted.  The  seals  were  <r\\ex\  to  Mr.  Harley, 
and  at  the  same  time  Mr.  St.  John  was  made  se- 
cretary at  war.  The  key  of  chamberlain  also 
was  at  this  period  taken  from  lord  Jersey^  and 
transferred  to  the  earl  of  Kent.  These  changes 
were  however  tar  from  giving  entire  satisfaction 
to  the  zealous  whigs>  while  they  still  saw  such 
men  as  the  marquis  of  Normanby,  sir  Nathan  < 
Wrigbtj  and  sir  Charles  Hedges,  in  possession  of 
some  of  the  highest  offices  of  the  state*.  The 
proceedings  of  the  convocation  happily  remained 
too  inaignifieant  for  attention.  The  lower  house 
sent  up  a  representation  to  the  bishops^  enumer- 
ating some  abuses. in  ecclesiastical  discipline  and 
the  condstorial  courts ;  but  no  notice  was  taken 

♦  "  I  must  own,"  says  the  earl  of  Stamford,  writing  to  a 
oorrespoDdent  at  this  period  (June  2, 1704),  "  your  reasonings 
upon  the  cbaoges  at  ooort  to  be  the  same  with  our  most  judi* 
dan  honest  men  here— I.  e.  to  be  very  chimerical,  and  will  not 
m  all  human  probabiltty  attain  the  ends  aimed  at,  but  may  have 
a  contrary  ellect.  Whatever  my  lord  Marlborough  doet 
•broad,  which  for  the  sake  of  Europe  I  heartily  wish  may  be 
well,  yet  his  foundation  being  rotten  here,  and  tlieirs  not  in- 
oesfling,  bis  Iriends  may  etaspenite  his  enemies  to  that  height, 
that  it  rasy  pnak  them  on  beyond  the  rules  and  measure  which 
have  been  kept  amongst  them  hitherto." 

VOL.  11.  F 
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]?ooK  V.  in  it  of  pluralities,  non-residcMK  e,  and  the  fla* 
""iToT^  grant  and  scandalous  neglect  of  cures. 
Memorial     Iq  the  month  ef  January  1704,  count  Wnit« 

or  Count  *^ 

WrauicUu.  tislaii,  the  imperial  ambassador^  prcsiMitcd  a  me^ 
morial  to  the  British  courts  in  wliich  he  repre- 
sented the  alai  iiiHip;  and  dane:cr()iis  situation  to 
M^hich  the  emperor  and  the  empire  were  reduced 
in  consequence  of  the  rapid  tuceess  of  the  Frenek 
arms  in  Germany,  and  the  defection  of  the  elector 
of  Bd¥aria>  who  had  entered  into  a  strict  confe- 
deraev  with  France ;  had  joined  the  armies  of 
that  moaarcbj  with  ail  bis  forces ;  seized  the  ci- 
ties of  Augsburg)  Ulni^  and  Ptosau^  and  threat- 
ened to  attack  even  the  imperial  capital  of  \  lenna 
itself.  The  emperor  therefore  implored  the  aid 
and  protection  of  the  queen  and  people  of  Eng- 
iJLSD  to  save  the  Roman  empire  from  impending 
ruin. 

This  application,  so  glorious  to  the  English 
mpffjjfet  nation,  was  not  made  in  vain.  The  duke  of 
]Mailljoroiip;Ii  received  orders  from  the  queen  to 
concert  with  the  States  the  most  eligible  means  of 
accomplishing  this  great  object.  On  his  arrival 
at  the  Hague,  he  repr^  sentcd  to  their  high  migh- 
tinesses the  necessity  of  making  a  powerful  effort 
for  the  relief  of  the  empire  ;  and  proposed,  that, 
as  the  frontier  of  Holland  was  now  perfectily  se- 
cure^ he  should  be  permitted  to  march  with  the 
grand  confederate  army  to  the  banks  of  the  Mu- 
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aelie,  there  to  fix  the  seat  of  the  war.   And  as 
'  the  French  cduri  would>  in  consequence  of  this  i704; 

diversion^  be  led  to  entertain  serious  apprehen- 
idons  for  the  safety  of  their  own  territories,  they 
Avould  be  compelled  to  desist  from  any  farther 
lirosecution  of  their  vast  aod  ambitious  projects 
in  Germany.  Under  this  reil  did  that  great 
commander  conceal  his  real  design^  which  he 
eommumcated  only  to  the  pensionary  Heinsius> 
and  two  or  three  other  leading  pi:rsons,  whose  in- 
fluence might  obtain  a  sanction  to  the  measure 
whenever  a  public  avowal  of  it  should  be  deemed 
necessary.    The  consent  of  the  States  being  with 

0 

some  difficulty  procured,  and  the  campaign  at 
length  opened^  the  proposed  movement  to- 
inrards  the  Moselle  took  place.  M.  de  ViUeroy> 
who  again  commanded  in  Flanders,  attempted 
to  follow  the  £nglish  general  in  his  first  marches, 
but  was  soon  left  at  a  great  distance  by  the  rapi- 
dity of  his  manoeuvres.  Marechal  Tallard,  to 
.  Irhom  the  defence  of  the  Moselle  was  entrusted, 
ffppreliending  Traerbach  to  be  in  danger,  and 
that  the  duke's  intentions  were  to  penetrate  into 
France  on  that  side^  took  no  steps  to  obstruct  his 
grace's  farther  progress  to  the  east.  To  the 
amazement,  however,  not  only  of  the  French 
generals  to  whom  the  duke's  movements  were  v 
wholly  incomprehensible^  but  of  all  Europe, 
whose  attention  was  now  fixed  on  this  interesting 
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BOOK  V.  scene,  the  allied  army  passed  the  Rhine  May 
1794.   26U]>  and  in  a  few  days  after  tlie  Mayne  and  the 
Necker.    On  his  arrival  at  Ladenburg,  June  Sd, 
be  thought  pro[)cr  to  throw  oH  the  mask ;  and 
be  wrote  firom  thence  a  letter  to  the  States,  ac- 
quainting their  high  inightiiicsses  "  that  he  had 
leceived  orders  from  his  sovere^  the  queen  of 
England,  to  adopt  the  most  vigorous  measures  to 
deliver  the  empire  frooi  tlie  oppression  of  France 
— that  for  this  purpose  he  was  proceeding  on  hit 
march  to  the  l5anui)o  ;  and  he  hoped  their  high 
mightinesses  would  not  hesitate  to  allow  their 
troops  to  share  in  the  glory  of  this  enterprise." 
The  Statesj  finding  it  iinpractu  ahle  to  recedej 
thought  it  advisable  to  comply  with  a  good  glrace« 
and  immediately  dispatched  a  courier  to  inform 
the  duke,  "  that  his  design  met  with  their  unani- 
mous approbation^that  they  entrusted  their 
troops  entirely  to  his  disposal,  placing  the  most 
perfect  reliance  on  his  grace's  skill,  experience^ 
and  discretion."    This  didicuUy  heing  thus  hap- 
pily surmounted,  the  duke  proceeded  on  bis  ex- 
pedition :  and  at  Mitdenheim  he  had  an  inter- 
view >vilh  prince  Eugene,  in  which  these  two 
consummate  generals  agreed  upon  their  future 
Bavarian*  plan  of  operation^.     On  the  1st  of  July,  the 
schdieo-*'  duke,  being  prcvituisly  joined  by  the  imperial 
army  under  the  prince  of  Baden,  came  in  sight 
tlie  lines  of  Schciieuhurg,  iu  which  the  flower. 
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of  the  Bavarian  troops  lay  strongly  entrenched^  book 
uear  the  town  of  Donavert^  situated  on  the  banks  1704» 
of  the  Danube.  Early  the  next  morning  the 
English  and  imperial  generals  resolved  on  the  at- 
Uuck,  and  leading  on  their  respective  arniies  with 
an  emulation  of  valor,  the  English  and  Dutch 
commencing  the  action,  and  being  supported  with 
equal  intrepidity  by  the  Gernumt^  after  a  yery 
gallant  resistance,  in  the  course  of  which  the 
prince  of  Baden  was  slightly  wounded,  with  ge- 
neral count  Stirum,  mortally,  and  many  other 
officers,  the  lines  were  forced  with  great  slaugh- 
ter, und  Donavert  immediate  !j  surrendered  at 
discretion. 

But  this  sueeess,  though  brilliant,  was  lost  in  Battle  of 
the  splendor  of  the  subsequent  victory.  The 
elector  of  Bavaria  obstinately  reftising  to  listen 
to  terms  of  accommodation,  though  he  saw  the 
country  desolated  around  him  to  the  very  gates 
of  Munich ;  and  being  at  length  joined  by  M. 
Tallard,  who  had  with  great  danger  and  diffi- 
cultj  traver^  the  immense  forests  of  Suabia 
with  a  view  to  his  relief;  it  was  rcsoWed  by  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  and  prince  Eugene — the 
prince  of  Baden  being  occupied  io  the  siege  of  . 
Ingolstadt — to  engage  (August  13)  the  combin- 
ed aurmies  of  French  and  Bavarians,  then  posted 
near  the  village  of  Bleinhbim,  a  name  ever  me- 
morable in  thfi  annals  of  British  afid  of  Gallia 
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^ooK  v.hlsfory.  The  enemy  were  very  advantageously 
'  1704.  encamped  on  a  rising  ground.  Their  right  flank 
was  coyered  by  the  Danube  and  the  village  of 
Eleiiiheim,  into  which  the  marechal  had  tlirown 
a  great  body  of  hi»  best  troops :  their  left  wiog^ 
commanded  by  marechal  Marsin  andHjie  elector^ 
ia  person;^  wa9  protected  by  th^  village  ef  Lutz- 
.  ingen  and  the  adjoining  woods ;  and  they  had  in 
front  of  the  camp  a  rivulet^  whose  banks  were 
ateep  and  the  bottom  marshy.  The  battle  b^an 
with  an  attempt  upon  the  fortified  post  of  Blcin- 
heim  by  some  battalions,  of  English  infantry  whQ 
formed  a  van  guard  :  but  though  vigorously  sup- 
ported^ they  were  compelled,  after  p^formiog 
prodigies  of  valour,  to  retreat  with  the  loss  of 
one  third  of  their  nuinlx  rs,  amongst  whom  was 
the  gallant  brigadier  Rowe  their  commander. 
The  duke  of  iVtarlborough,  pcicciviug  that  the 
Tillage  could  not  be  carried  without  a  vast  eflu? 
sion  of  bloodj  ordered  a  detachinciil  to  take  pos-: 
session  of  the  defiles  leading  thereto,  by  which 
means  the  troops  inclosed  in  the  village  were 
rendered  useless.  On  a  common  occasion  this 
repulse  might  have  been  construed  into  a  defeat, 
tut  upon  the  present  it  served  only  to  animate  tq 
still  greater  exertions.  It  being  determined  that 
the  duke  of  Maiiborougli  should  coiiiiuaiul  the 
attack  iigainst  marshal  Tallard,  about  noon  the 
Igft  wing  of  the  allied  army  passed  the  nvule^ 
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vithout  molettation,  and  drew  up  in  order  of  book  v. 
battle  on  the  other  side.    80  unaccountably  su-  1704. 
pine^  or  inexcusably  presumptuous^  were  the  • 
French  cofmnandars  on  this  occaiion^  Chat  they 
sufiered  eveu  tbe  second  iiue  of  cavalrv  to  form 
without  deacending  from  the  heights  of  which 
.  they  were  in  possession,  into  the  meadows,  which 
occupied  the  interval  between  the  camp  and  the 
rivulet.    On  bein^  infimrnied  that  the  alliei  were 
throwing   bridges  over   diiibrent  parts  of  the 
ftieani^  M.  Tallard  disdainfully  replied,  ''If 
they  have  not  pontoons  enough,  I  will  lend  them 
some."    The  allies  now  ascending  the  hill  in  a 
firm  compacted  body,  the  enemy  advanced  with 
great  spirit  and  resolution,  and  a  furious  and 
Moody  contest  ensued.  The  centre  of  the  French 
army  haying  been  extremely  weakened  in  conse-» 
queuce  of  the  great  force  stationed^  at  Bleiiiheim, 
Ibey  were  at  length  dverpowered ;  and  giving 
way  on  all  sides  inextreine  confusion,  M.  Tallard 
made  an  eflTort  to  gain  the  bridge  thrown  orer 
the  Danube,  between  Bleinlicini  and  Hochstedt ; 
but^  being  closely  pursued,  vast  numbers  were 
either  killed  or  forced  into  the  river,  and  the  mare- 
cUal  himself  was  made  a  pri-^oner.    The  troops 
inclosed  in  the  village  of  Bleinheim,  being  now 
left  destitute  of  supporl,  were  obliged  to  surren- 
der at  discretion.  .  On  the  right,  where  prince 
£ugei\e  coininanded,  though  the  gQccew  was  nei 
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BOOK  V.  so  decisiye^  the  elector  and  M.  Mania  were  cetn* 

1704.  pelled,  after  a  severe  conflict,  to  retreat  in  confu-^ 
sion^  and  with  very  great  loss  :  and^  upon  th« 
whole,  this  was  oii€  of  the  most  complete  and  im« 
portant  victories  ever  gained.  The  French  force 
in  Germany  was  in  effect  annibilated.  EkcIu*' 
sive  of  the  prodigious  carnas;e  during  the  heat 
of  the  action^  seventy  entire  squadrons  and  batta** 
lions  were  either  captured  at  Bleinhdm  or  drown* 
ed  in  the  Danube  ;  and  the  shattered  remains  of 
their  army,  after  the  loss  of  40,000  witeran 
troops^,  were  utterly  incapable  of  making  head 

•  Th!s  number  fs  not  exaggerated.  The  duke  of  Marlborong:h, 
m  a  letter  to  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury,  dated  from  the  camp  at 
Sefelingen,  near  Vim,  August  30,  1704,  say s-i-"  By  several 
letters  intercepted  going  from  the  enpmy's  canap  at  Duttin^ 
to  Fans,  they  own  that  this  btattle  has  cost  them  upwards  of 
40,000  men  Icilled,  prisoners,  and  by  the  desertion  since,  upoo 
their  hasty  march  or  rather  flight,  towards  the  Bbim.*^. 
Somervillf/s  Appendix. 

In  speaking  of  this  famous  battle,  M.  Voltaire  fairly  says, 
"  the  French  army  was  almost  entirely  destroyed :  of  60,0QQ 
tnen,  so  long  victorioas,  npt  more  than  20,000 caul4  here* 
assembled.  The  news  of  this  defeat  arrived  at  Furis  in  the 
midst  of  poblfc  rejoicings,  on  the  birth  of  a  son  of  the  dnke  of 
Burgundy,  No  one  dared  communicate  to  the  king  intelligence 
fo  terrible.  Madame  Maintenon  at  length  took,  upon  her  to 
inform  the  monarch  that  he  had  censed  to  be  invincible.  As* 
tonisbnient  and  consternation,"  says  this  historian^  seiaed  the 
cooit  of  VeaaiUes,  so  long  accustomed  to  prosperity.  M. 
iriUan^  tbcncpiployed  in  the  Cevcmies,  having  recdved  aM* 
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•gainst  the  victors.    This  day  entirely  changed  300K  v« 
tke  aspect  of  affairs  in  Europe.   France  was  no  ^"^mL* 
longer  formidable.    After  her  long  succession  of 
triumphs^  she  now  experienced  a  fatal  and  sudden 
reverse  of  fortune,  by  which  she  was  overwhelm- 
ed with  amazement  and  consternation. 

The  danger  and  difSculty  of  this  attack,  on  a 
^upeiior  army  thus  advantageously  posted^  was 
represented  to  the  duke  in  strong  colours  by  se- 
veral of  the  general  officers.    But  he  tuld  tlicm, 

he  had  weighed  these  objections  in  his  mind^ 
and  he  foresaw  that  inaction  would  be  no  less 
fatal  than  defeat — the  empire  was  not  to  be 
saved  without  effort^  and  the  attempt  however 
baaardous,  was  necessary."  It  appears  that  this 
great  conimaudefj  perceiving  tlie  crisis  to  whicb 

ter  'written  on  the  eve  of  the  battle,  and  describing  the  situation 
of  the  adverse  amiiet,  declared  that  if  M.  TaUaid  Tentural  te 
l^ve  bsttle  in  that  poiitxm^  hii  defiMt  was  ioevital^  AC, 
de  Feuqui^rea  epuiDente^  a  whole  catalogue  of  errors  with 

which  M.  Tallard  was  on  this  occasion  chargeable.  1  he  two 
fundamental  ones  seem  to  have  been  the  weakening  of  his 
ibrce  byshuttiog  up  12>000  men  iu  ihevUhige  of  Bleinheim, 
sad  the  gieat  apace  intarposed  between  the  two  wings  of  bia 
^naj,  ao  (hfit  t^  ^ii^iah  fpMil  wfs  enabled  to  penetiate  boi* 
fween  than,  apd  completely  tivrQund  the  right  of  the  French, 
commanded  by  the  i^iarshal  in  person,  and  then  to  cut  od'  all 
iummunicat  ion  between  tlie  marshal  and  the  great  body  of 
(foops  inclosed  in  the  village  of  Bleiuheim. 

t  |{iat9ire  peneialey  vol  v.  p.^^l. 
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BOOK  V.  matterb  had  now  anived,  knowiDg  the  fate  of  Eur 
>?o4.  rope  to  be  depeading,  und  iafliuiied  with  tbai  eii« 
thiisiastic  love  and  anibitioii  of  glory  which  con- 
stitute iUGh^i'Oj  bad  deteriBined  to  conquer  or  to 
die.  On  the  eve  of  the  hsttle  he  bad^  agreeably 
^  to  Ibiit  regard  to  rcligiou  w  liicii  was  a  remarkably 
trail  in  bis  general  character^  devoted  himself  to 
the  AInii|s:hty  in  the  presence  of  his  chaplain, 
and  received  th^  holy  sacrament;  and  in  the 
morning  he  was  observed  to  be  inspired  VfiA  an 
cxtraoiiiiiKuv  clicerfulucss  and  alacrity,  wbkii 
difltised  itself  over  tbe  whole  confederate  army^ 
vho  marclied  as  if  in  c  outideiice  of  victory.  TLo 
most  singular  part  of  this  business  waa  the  un* 
conditional  surrender  of  the  forty  battalions  and 
squad  i  ons  posted  at  Bleiaheiin^  and  cpnimanded 
*  by  M.  Clerambault^  an  officer  of  great  reputed 
Jskill  a!id  courage.  Marechal  Yillars,  in  a  letter 
written  by  him  to  bis  friend  the  abb^de  8t,  Pierre^ 
speaks  not  merely  of  this  surrender  i^f  in  terms 
of  the  highest  indignation,  but  even  of  the  com* 
passion  expressed  for  the  unfortunate  captives. 
These  sentimciits,"  says  he,  are  very  little 
like  those  of  tbe  antient  Romans  after  the  battle 
of  Cannae.  What  cowld  they  do  better  ?  say 
Fonie  silly  people.— It  is  upon  such  occasions  as 
this  that  one  must  answer  with  old  Horatius  in 
Corr.cillc,  '  QwV/ wo /^rw/.'-^The  Spanish  infantry 
at  Rocroy  chose  rather  to  pcrisb  than  to  beg 


ijuarter."    The  encomiums  bestowed  on  the  duke  book  y. 
pf  Marlborough  in  consequence  of  this  victory^  m^' 
the  greatest  and  most  decisive  which  had  been 
fought  for  seyeral  ages  in  Europe^  were  unbouud- 
ed  and  universal ;  and  no  one  was  more  eager  to 
4o  justice  to  his  unrivalled  merit  than  prince  . 
Siigene^  who  pretended  only  to  the  second  honors 
jof  the  day.     In  the   letter   of  coniriatulation 

J  ■  ri  CO  lit  erred 

written  to  the  duke '  hy  the  States  GencrsA,  their  ^^j^ 
high  mightinesses  declare^  that  they  never  durst '<><v^ 
scarry  their  hopes  so  far  to  think  of  so  glorious 
and  complete  a  victory :  they  style  it  aday  whose 
glory  might  h^ve  been  envied  by  the  greatest 
captains  of  past  ages^  and  whose  memory  will 
^ndure  through  all  ages  to  come and  in  their 
subsequent  epistle  to  the  queen,  they  acknowledge 
that  it  was  the  bravery  of  the  English  troop$ 
that  principally  contributed  to  the  victory — and 
fbat  tbe^iuke  ef  Marlborough  had.reaped  laurels 
that  could  never  fade/'  The  emperor,  who,  pre- 
vious to  this  glorious  event,  w^  reduced  to  a  state 
of  extreme  peril,  pressed  by  the  Bavarian  forces 
on  the  one  side  and  the  Hungarian  insurgents  on 
the  other^  wrote  to  the  duke  a  letter  iilied  with  the 
wsnnest  acknovrledgments.  After  mentioning  . 
fo  this  nobleman  the  honors  so  deservedly  con- 
ferred upon  him  by  his  admission  into  the  coir 
}ege  of  princes  of  the  holj  liomau  empire,  his 
imperii  majesty^  to  transcribe  t^is  oyaji  words>  der 
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looK  V.  dares  this  to  be  done,     that  it  maj  more  ail9 

"^oIT^  more  appear  to  all  the  world  how  much,  as  I 
freeij  own  it,  I  and  all  the  empire  owe  to  tbe 
most  serene  queen  of  Great  Britain,  fbr  having 
8C!it  ber  powerful  assistance  as  far  as  Augsburg 
and  Bavaria  itself  umler  your  eonduct,  when  mj 
own  ^flhirs  and  those  of  the  empire  were  so  much 
shaken  and  disordered  hy  the  perfidious  derection 
of  the  Bavarians. — Past  ae;es  having  never  seen 
tlie  like  vie  tciry  obtaiued  over  the  French^  it  majr 
feasonablj  be  hoped  that  the  full  and  perfect  li- 
berty of  the  Christian  world  shall  be  rescued  from 
the  power  of  France,  whicU  vv«u^  so  iinxuiu^ntij 
impending  over  it^/' 

*  Mr.  A<i^'son'5  poem  of  tlie  Campaign,  written  on  tb^l 
great  occasion  at  the  suggestion  of  lord  ILilifax,  is  still,  at  the 
distance  of  almost  a  century,  wfll  known  to  nil  poetical  rejd- 
m.  That  it  is  jet  known  and  read  is  an  indubitable  proof  of 
ki  pnsiesiwng  merit;  notwithstanding  tb»  uafortnrana  psnegfv 
^  of  tbe  Taller,  "  that  it  is  a  chronicie  as  well  a^  a  poem/ 
and  the  se\'ere  concurrent  satire  of  Dr.  Warton,  that  it  it  % 
gazette  in  rhyme."  ITpon  the-  whole,  it  is  an  animated  and 
inrere?tin^  production.  From  it  may  be  extracted  two  very 
Dohk  specimens  of  the  autiiui's  poetic  powen— Hist  of  th^ 
fobllme,  and  secondly  of  the  pathetia 

**  Twas  then  great  Marlborough^  mighty  soul  was  prav'dA 

That  in  the  siiock  of  charging  hosts  iiUimov'd, 
Amid  confusion,  horror,  and  despair, 
Exaxuin'd  all  the  dread! ul  scenes  of  warj 
In  peaceful  thought  the  field  of  death  survey'd^ 
To  fiuating  squadrons  sent  the  timely  tid^ 
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The  elector  ot  Bavaria,  at  the  head  ef  a  small  bcx>ic  v. 

body  of  troops,  effected  a  retreat,  or  rather  raade  ^^^to^ 
bU  escape,  aiul  joined  marecfial  Villeroi  in  Flaa- 
ders,  leaving  the  electorate  at  the  iiierrj  of  the 
conquerors ;  on  his  way  he  met  the  elector  of  Co- 
lore, his  brother,  driven  likewise  from  his  do- 
mioioDs,  and  thej  had  the  sad  satisfaction  of  em- 
bracing and  mingling  their  tears  together.    After  sc^^  * 
reducing  Ingoidstadt  and  the  other  fortresses  of  J^^^^ 
the  duchy,  the  imperial  and  allied  army  gloriously 
concluded  the  campaign  with  the  sieges  of  Lan- 
dau, Triers,  and  Traerbacli ;  at  the  former  of 
^hich  the  king  of  the  Romans  was  a  second 
time  present  in  person.    lu  the  month  of  De« 

lupir'd  repnU^d  battaliona  to  engage 

And  taught  the  doubtfiil  battle  where  to  rage. 

So,  when  an  angel,  by  divine  command. 

With  rising  tempests  shakes  a  guilty  laud. 

Such  as  of  late  o'er  pale  Britanni^past, 

Calm  and  serene,  he  drives  the  furioiit  Matt; 

And,  pleas'd  th'  Almighty'^  oideia  to  perform, 

Ridei  in  the  whirlwind,  and  directs  the  storm! 
««**••**« 

Unfortunate  TaDard  I  Oh  !  who  can  name 
The  pangs  of  rnge,  of  sorrow,  and  of  shame. 
That,  with  mix'd  tumuJt,  in  thy  bosOra  sweJl  d. 
When  first  thou  saw^st  thy  bravest  troops  repeU'd  ^ 
Thine  only  son,  pierc'd  with  a  deadly  wound. 
Choked  in  his  blood,  and  gasping  on  the  ground ! 
Thyself  in  bondage  by  the  victor  kept ! — 
^  Xbe  chiefs  the  father,  aud  the  capuvt  wept," 
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Hook  y.  cember  (1704)  the  duke  of  Marlborough  re^ 
^1^^  turned  ia  triumph  to  England^  where  he  was  re- 
eeWed  with  unbounddl  transports  of  joy. 

The  campaign  in  Brabant  and  Flanders,  where' 
reidt  marechai  Auverquei^que  was  opposed  with 
great  advantage  and  reputation  to  M.  de  Tilleroi, 
'  being  wholly  defensive,  affords  no  occurrence 
meritiiig  other  than  military  and  professional 
notice. 

The  presence  of  king  Charles  in  Portugal  did 

not  produce  the  efi'cct?^  expected  from  it,  and  no- 
thing bat  weakness  and  confusion  seemed  to  per- 
opemiont  vade  the  councils  of  the  court  of  Lisbon.  The 

in  Poctlt* 

English  and  Dutch  aiixiiiaries  arrived  early  in 
the  spring  of  lT04r:  but  no  preparations  had 
been  made  for  taking  the  field  ;  and  the  duke  of 
Schomberg,  general  of  the  British  forces^  saw 
them  with  astonishment  and  indignation  distri* 
buted  among  the  l^ontier  garrisons.  1  lie  duke 
of  Berwick,  who  commanded  for  Philip  V.,  en-^ 
tering  Portugal  in  the  month  of  May,  reduced 
with  little  diihcuity  the  towns  of  Sogura*  Salva- 
terra,  and  Cebreros,  with  various  other  places. 
The  marquis  of  Villa-darias,  at  the  lu'ad  of  an- 
other army^  penetrated  into  that  kingdom  by  ^ 
different  route  leading  directly  to  tlie  metropolis, 
which  seemed  exposed  to  extreme  danger.  Pass- 
.  ing  the  Tag  us,  the  duke  of  Berwick,  now  joined 

by  Philip  the  reigning  monarch,  invested  Port** 

AO 
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•egre.  and  aacrwards  Ca.tel-Davidc,  both  of 
wluch  »mendered.tdi«:retion.  A  faiat  attanpt 
made  to  relieve  the  latter  b;,  the  marqui.  das 
Muias,  who  had  drawn  together,  after  long  delay 
•"■rthing  like  tl.c  appearance  of  au  army,  the 
kings  of  Portugal  and  Spain  accompanving  him 
in  per«on.   The  intense  heat  of  tlie  weal  her  and 
»«»t  the  resistance  of  the  Portuguese,  at  length 
compelled  the  Spanish  general  to  send  Ins  wearLl 
froop.  into  quarters  of  refrcsluneut ;  and  king  ■ 
Phihp  returned  to  Madrid.  The  duke  of  Sclion,: 
hcig  was  now  superseded  in  the  command  by  the 
earl  of  Galwa;,  who  carried  with  him  large  re- 
inforcements.    In  the  month  of  Septe.,!.;.  Uie 
bng.  of  Spain  and  Portugal  joined  the  earl/then 
encamped  near  Ahneida;  but  on  marching 
the  banks  of  the  rirer  Agueda,  which  they  in-' 
tended  to  pas.  near  Cividad  Rodrigo.  they  found 

nde.  that  they  would  not  risque  the  attack,  and 
no  enterprise  of  moment  distinguished  the  latter 
penod  of  the  campaign.  Such  was  the  progress 
rtade  by  king  Charies  during  the  first  year!  to- 
wards  achieving  the  conquest  of  the  great*  and  ex- 
•ansire  monarchy  of  Spain. 

The  success  of  the  English  by  sea  during  the 
present  summer  was  upon  the  wliole  very  great 
7  George  Rooke,  who  commanded  in  the  Me^  • 
dtterraoean,  appearing  before  Barcelona,  sent  a 
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flag  of  truce  with  A  letter  from  the  prince  of 

Hesse  Darmstadt^  formerly  viceroy  of  Cataloaiaj 
who  was  on  board  the  fleets  to  the  governor  don 
Francisco  de  Vclasco,  summoning  liim  to  sur* 
render  the  town  to  his  lawful  sovereign  king 
Charles  {II.  But  though  the  city  was  known  to 
be  well  affected  to  the  Austrian  interests,  the  gO" 
Ternor  returned  an  haughty  refusal^  and  secured 
divers  of  the  principal  citizens  whom  he  sus- 
pected. On  his  return  to  Lisbon,  in  the  month 
of  July,  sir  George  Rookc  was  joined  by  sir 
Cloudesley  Shovel.;  and  in  a  council  of  war  it 
V  as  resolved  to  make  a  sudden  attempt  upon  the 
hitherto  impregnable  fortress  of  Gibraltar.  Aiier 
a  furious  cannonade^  in  which  15,000  shot  were 
in  a  few  hours  fired  into  the  town,  the  boats  of 
the  fleet  were  armed,  and  landed  upon  the  penin^ 
sula  ;  and  a  redoubt  half-way  between  the  uiolc 
and  the  town  being  taken  by  storm,  the  governor 
thought  proper  to  capitul.ile.  No  sooner  had 
this  unwelcome  intelligence  reached  Madrid, 
than  the  marquis  de  Villa-darias  was  detached 
with  a  large  body  of  troops  to  retake  this  import- 
ant place. 

After  furnishing  the  fortress  with  the  necessary 
supplies  for  a  vigorous  defence,  sir  George  Rooke, 
sailing  again  into  the  IMediterrancau  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Dutch  admiral  Callemberg,  met  off 
MaJaga,  Auj^ust  the  13th,  (0,  S.)  the  French 
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fieet  under  the  count  de  Touloufle>  conaistiog  of  book  r, 
tbout  fifty  shipg  of  the  line  of  battle.  A  fierce  "^uT^ 
and  bloody  encountei*  ensuedi  which  lasted  from 
lea  in  the  morning  till  sunset^  in  which^  how- 
ever, no  vessel  on  either  side  was  captured  or 
sunk:,  but  the  French  suffered  much  in  the  ac- 
tion, and  bore  away  in  the  night  for  Toulon,  so 
disabled  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  put  to  sea 
aguin  for  the  season.  Of  the  English  and  Dutch 
the  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  computed  at 
Bear  3000  men,  and  that  of  the  enemy  was  sup^ 
posed  to  be  far  c^reatcr,  iuchiding  more  than  200 
officers.  Sir  Cloudesley  Shovel,  who  command- 
ed the  van,  and  fought  heroically,  declares  in  his 
eflkial  letter  the  battle  to  have  been  so  sharply 
contested,  that  the  like  never  has  been,  he 
thinks,  in  any  time."  Sir  George  Rooke  soon 
after  this  engagement  returned  to  England,  leav- 
ing sir  John  Leake  with  a  strong  squadron  to  de- 
fend the  coasts  of  Portugal.  The  Spaniards  had 
dr^wn  together  all  the  forces  they  had  in  Anda- 
faisia  and  Estremadura,  for  the  purpose  of  form-* 
hug  (he  siege  of  G  ibraltar  ;  which  made  a  sea- 
sonable diversion  in  favor  of  Portugal.  All  the 
efforts  of  the  count  de  Villadarias  being  found 
ineffectual,  the  marquis  de  Tesse  was  sent  froni 
France  to  supersede  him  in  the  command,-— but 
with  no  better  succes?.  Th.e  prince  of  Hesse  de- 
fended the  place  with  undaunted  valour;  and 
VOL.  II.  q 
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BOOK  V.  after  a  close  investment  by  sea  and  land  for  «ix 
^""^^7^4^  months,  the  siege'  was  finally  raised  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  entire  defeat  of  the  Freuch  squa- 
dron>  cruising  olBf  the  bay  under  M.  de  Pointis, 
by  the  English  admiral  sir  John  licakc.  Fxom 
this  period  to  the  end  of  the  war  no  considerable 
nava]  efforts  were  made  on  the  part  of  France. 
Campaign  Iq  Italy,  the  duke  of  Savoy  had  this  campaiga 
experienced  nothing  but  disasters.  The  strongs 
places  of  Suza,  Vercelli^  Ivrea,  and  Verue,  suc- 
cessively fell  into  the  hands  of  the  due  de  Yen- 
dome,  after  a  vigorous  and  obstinate  resbtance» 
The  whole  duchy  of  Modena,  which  adhered  to 
the  imperial  interest,  fell  into  the  merciless  hands 
of  the  French ;  vyhile  that  of  Mirandola,  attach- 
^  to  France,  met  with  no  better  treatment  from 
the  Austrians.  The  duke  of  Savoy  complained 
much  of  the  emperor's  failing  to  make  ^ood  his 
promises ;  but  he  said,  though  he  was  abaiH 
doned  by  his  allies,  he  would  not  abandon  him-, 
self."  The  fact  was,  that  the  imperial  arms  were 
still  occupied  in  an  inglorious  and  pernicious 
contest  with  the  malcontents  of  Hungary,  headed 
by  the  gallant  prince  Ragotaki.  Could  die  em* 
peror  have  been  induced  to  ofi'er  these  oppressed 
and  exasperated  people  reasonable  terms  of  ac- 
-commodation  after  his  successes  in  Bavaria,  the 
idisorders  in  Hungary  would  have  been  easily  and 

speedily  appeased:  but  the  court  of  Vienna 
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mhntA  at  Bothjug  Iass  than  unooaditional  mib- 
mission  ;  ^htch  the  Hungarians  well  knew  was 
only  another  tenu  for  slaughter^  confiscation^  and 
ruin.  Lottis  XIV.  had  also  for  some  years  part 
been  en£:a£:ed  with  the  protestants  of  the  Ceveunes  ^v-arof  thm 
IB  a  war  equally  barbarous  and  impolitic ;  aii4 
M .  de  Villars  was  thk  summer  employed^  much 
to  the  advanta^  of  the  allies^  in  their  reduction  ; 
and  after  the  country  was  converted  into  a  de* 
fert^  this  was  at  length  effected  on  temis  which, 
had  they  been  faitlifuliy  adhered  to,  would  hav^a 
kft  them  at  liberty  to  ii^orship  Goil  according  to 
the  dictates  of  their  owu  consciences.  M. 
Vilkrs  was  in  his  temper  pdsitive  and  peremp* 
tory  ;  and  in  consequence  of  his  rude  and  disre- 
spectful conduct  during  his  command  in  Ger- 
many>  to  the  elector  of  Bavscria,  that  prinee  had 
been  imprudent  enough  to  desire  his  recal.  But 
such  a  general  could  ill  be  spared  to  France,  for 
at  this  |>€riod^  as  the  celebrated  author  of  the  Age 
of  Louis  XIV.  observes*,  that  monarch  had  to 
eenlend  with  enemies  more  formidable  than  iha 
iahabitaiits  of  the  Cevennes."  At  the  com- 
mracanent  of  the  18th  century  France  akm 
suffered  from  religious  dissension.  England  oil 
dt  quettious  oi^  this  sature  had  begun  to  feel  the 
iafiiience  of  a  jurt  and  iMsnign  philosophy.  Hol- 
land had  long  admitted  ail  sects  into  her  bosom^ 

♦  Voltaire^  Histaire  Generaie,  vol.  v. 
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BOOK  V  from  motives  of  political  expediency.  And  the 
^"TtoIT  three  religions  of  Germany  were  equally  protect- 
ed by  tlie  treaty  of  Westphalia.  Reason,  ever 
slow  in  her  progress,  had  not  as  yet  diffused  her 
light  over  the  minds  even  of  the  learned  in 
France,  and  far  less  had  it  pervaded  the  mass  of 
the  people.  This  can  he  effected  hy  Time  alone, 
and  of  ail  his  w  orks  it  is  the  last  and  the  greatest. 
It  is  remarkable  that  no  less  than  three  maie- 
chals  of  France  were  employed  in  the  suppres- 
sion of  these  rel^ious  enthusiasts.  The  first  was 
M.  Montrevel,  who  carried  on  hostilities  i^inst 
them  with  a  degree  of  cruelty  which  only  the 
furious  excesses  of  the  insurgents  couM  justify. 
But  as  M.  Voltaire  observes,  if  the  edict  of 
Nantz  hadjiot  been  revoked  those  outrages 
would  never  have  been  perpetrated/*  It  was 
found  extremely  dithcult  to  surprize  those  miser- 
able people,  maddened  by  oppression,  among 
their  inaccessible  mountains,  their  cavcrnS;,  and 
their  forests,  whence  they  descended  by  unfre- 
quented paths,  and  fell  on  the  king's  troops  with 
th^  ferocity  of  wild  beasts.  M.  Montrevel  was 
succeeded  by  M.  Villars,  who  wisely  coumeied 
and  actually  concluded  a  pacification  with  these 
fanatics,  on  the  part  of  the  court,  which  soon  re- 
pented of  its  condescension ;  and  the  treaty  being 
grossly  violated  they  had  again  recourse  to  arms. 
M .  JBerwick  was  then  invested  with  th«  chief 
eommand  In  the  CevenaeSj  and  that  able  general 
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* 

§OfmA  no  bettor  means  of  terminating  fliis  ob*  book  v. 

•cure  though  bloudj  rebellion^  than  by  desolat-  1703;. 

ing^Ae  whole  country  with  fire  and  sword.  Such 

\\  ere  the  dreadful  effects  of  the  barbarous  bigotry 

of  Louis  XIV.  > 

It  is  now  once  more  necessary  to  revert  to  tiie  AfiinoC 
domestic  affairs  of  Great  Britain,  aod  more  par«* 
tieularly  to  those  of  Scotbnd»  the  political  situa* 
lion  of  that  kiiigdoia  beinj^  at  the  present  period 
peculiarly  critical  and  interestiog.  After  the  re ; 
eess  of  parUament  in  the  summer  of  1703,  ya^ 
rious  important  changes  took  place  favorable  to 
the  views  of  the  party  which  then  governed 
*^  iib  absolute  swav  in  England .  The  earls  of 
Marchmont^  Melville^  &ikirk,  iiyndford^  and 
Leven,  were  displaced,  and  theearl  ofSeafield 
constituted  chaucciior^  the  marquis  of  Aauandale 
president^  the  marqnis  of  Athol  privy  seal,  vifr- 
eount  Tarbat  secretary  of  state,  sir  James  Mur- 
ray  lord  register  :  and  the  parliament  being  disr  i^ui^  of 
solved,  and  writs  issued  in  the  spring  of  1703.  ^r^^^ 
the  duke  of  Queensbpny  was  appointed  lord 
cwmmissioner.  A  general  proclamation  of  in- 
demnity having  been  issued,  on  the  6th  of  March 
1703^  for  all  treasons  conuuitted  previous  to  the 
month  oi  April  last,  great  numbers  of  Jacobites 
were  encouraged  to  return  to  ScotUnd  from  St. 
Qermaine's  and  other  parts  of  France ;  by  whicb 
/liiean^  a  consideri|ble  accesooA  of  str^tngtii  ac? 
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BOOK  V.  crued  to  the  malcontent  faction^  which  eoosisted 
^^17^  aeverthelen,  of  such  heterog<eiieous  materials  ar 

to  render  it  impossible  firmiy  to  unite  in  any  con- 
sistent plan  of  oppositim.    The  parliaaient  met 
May  the  6th,  1703  ;  and  the  lord  commissioner 
Ti^\nn  of  read  &om  the  throne  the  queen's  letter,  recom- 

Parliament.  «.  ««.     •  •  « 

maoding  liberality  m  their  6up  plies,  prudeae^ 

and  unanimity  in  their  resolves.    After  \vhicb, 
the  duke  of  Hamilton  o&red  the  draught  of  a 
bill,  recognising  her  majesty's  right  and  titl«  to 
the  imperial  crown  of  Scotland  ;  to  wjiich  sir 
lames  Stuart  tbe  lord  advocate  oflered  aa  addi- 
tional clause,  "  that  it  should  be  treason  to  ques- 
tion her  migestj's  right  and  title  to  the  crown^  or 
her  exercise  of  tbe  government,  from  her  actual 
mtfj  to  the  same."    This  was  plainly  intended 
to  operate  as  an  authoritative  justification  of  those 
who  had  been  instrumental  in  carrying  into  ef- 
fect the  bold  and  decisive  measures  of  the  last 
session  ;  and  it  was  urged  by  the  Hamilton  party 
as  the  highest  indignity  to  the  queen,  to  expose 
her  exercise  of  the  royal  power  to  the  least  sus- 
picion by  such  a  clause,  which  after  all  would 
affiof  d  no  security  to  the  actings  of  her  ministry. 
But  the  wbigs  dismissed  from  oflfee  being  deeply 
interesied  in  the  business^  a,nd  joining  the  court 
upon  this  occasion^  it  was  received  by  a  great 
majorily.     When  the  act  of  recognition  had 
passed,  the  earl  of  Hume^  a  late  convert  to  the- 


u  kju,^  jd  by  Google 


AN.VE.  231 

momt,  who  had  qualified  only  gince  the  death  of  book  v. 
tile  lale  lung,  rose^  and  moTed  the  house  for  a  ^^^rroaT^ 
supply :  on  which  the  marquis  Tweeddale  said^ 
^that  he  had  an  overture  to  make^  which  he 
hoped  would,  by  reason  of  its  iwportance,  h6 
preferred  to  all  other  husiness.  This  he  declared 
t#  be  for  a  resolTe  of  poriiaMMtit  to  {Proceed  in 
the  first  place  to  make  such  conditions  and  regu- 
lations, to  take  place  after  the  decease  of  her  ma^ 
jcsty,  as  should  be  necessary  for  the  preservation 
of  the  national  religion  and  liberty."  After  a 
fofi^  and  yery  esigd*  debate,  it  was  uttimately  de-^ 
termined,  that  the  overture  should  have  prece- 
dence of  the  motion.  Whereupon  the  marquis* 
of  Athol  offered      An  act  for  the  sfcuritv  of  Actors*. 

curity  of* 

the  KINGDOM  in  case  of  her  majesty's  decease."  feed. 
After  the  house  had  made  some  pros^ress  hi  eon-* 
sidering  the  clauses  of  this  act,  it  was  suirj^ested 
to  he  necessary  to  rescind  the  second  act  of  the 
flrird  parliament  of  kin^  Charles  II.  establishing^- 
the  succession  of  the  crown  iu  the  next  blood  in 
the  royal  line,  of  vhatsol^ver  religion — for  that, 
as  the  law  of  Scotland  then  stood,  the  right  of 
blood,  passing  over  the  claims  of  the  court  of 
R.  Germaine's,  would  inhere  in  the  house  of  Sa- 
voy :  and  the  lord  advocate  presented  a  bill  ready 
dirswn  for  rescinding  Ae  said  act  accordingly. 
J5ut  it  was  urged  that,  all  popish  successors  being 
f  zcluded,  they  iprould  by  this  rejieal'virtualty  de*  * 
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BOOK  V.  cree  the  succession  to  the  house  of  Hanover  :  and 
^^osT  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.   The  act  of 
security  at  length  passed  the  house,  August  13th 
{llOd),  notwithstanding  all  the  opposition  of 
the  high  commissioner  and  the  party  who  adher- 
ed to  him  in  this  e^ugency^  by  a  majority  of  59 
Act  of  se-  voices.   This  famous  act  contained  in  substance, 
ed  by  a    that  ou  the  ^Uth  day  after  the  queen  s  decease  the 
fad^.  '  estates  of  parliament  should  meet ;  and  that  in 
the  intermediate  time  the  executive  govcrnracut 
should  devolve  on  those  members  who  should  be 
resident  in  Edinburgh  — that  no  foreigner  or 
Englishman  should  be  capable  of  sitting  as  a 
member  of  the  assembly  of  estates— 4hat  the  no* 
minatijOQ  of  a  successor  should  be  vested  in  the. 
assembly  or  convention—but  that  the  successor 
80  named  should  not  be  the  successor  to  the  crown 
of  £ngl^d«  unless  such  conditions  of  govern- 
ment should  be  previously  settled  as  should  se- 
cure the  honor  of  the  kingdom^  the  indepen* 
d^nce  of  the  crown>  the  freedom,  frequency,  and 
power  of  parliament,  and  the  religion,  liberty, 
and  trade  of  the  Scottish  ni^on^  fi^om  Et^Uth 
or  foreign  influence. 
Royal  A».     AftoT  scvoral  weeks  of  anxious  expectation 

aenc  refus-    ■  i      i     i  •    •  •  i»  j 

cdiodie   and  suspense,  the  lord  commissioner  mformea 
^tj.    *  the  house,  "  that  he  was  empowered  to  give  the 
royal  assent  to  all  the  acts  passed  during  the  sesr 
$ipn,  £xo£Pi  the  act  of  security.   The  gIo\V7 
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embers  of  jealousy  and  discoateat  now  at  book  v. 
once  burst  into  that  flame  of  passion  which  in  all  i703. 

popular  assemblies^  at  times^  sccnii^  to  reduce  to 
oae  common  level  the  wisdom  of  the  wise  and  the 
folly  of  the  foolish.  Even  previous  to  the  reiu- 
lal  of  the  commissioner^  the  temper  of  the  house 
wts  suflSciently  apparent.  The  earl  of  March- 
moot,  in  bis  great  zeal  for  the  protestaot  interest, 
having  oflBciousI;  introduced  a  bill  for  settling 
the  succession ;  no  sooner  was  the  name  of  the 
princess  Sophia  mentioned  than  the  house  was 
ill  an  uproar.  Some  were  lor  calling  lord  xMarch- 
moot  to  the  bar ;  others,  for  sending  him  prisoner 
to  the  castle  of  Ediiiburp  h  .  the  overture  was  re- 
jected  without  a  vote^  and  the  proposition  itself 
^Mdered  to  be  expunged  from  the  minutes  of  par- 
liunent.    No  sooner  was  it  announcedthattbe  violent  ro. 

,  ,  ^        $cnimcut  of 

rojal  assent  would  pot  be  given  to  the  act  of  se-  theseoctiah' 

curity^  than  the  members  broke  out  into  the  most 
violent  invectives — branding  the  servants  of  the 
crown  as  the  slaves  of  the  English  ministry,  and 
tlie  calumniators  of  their  country.  Some  evea 
denied  that  the  right  of  a  negative  was  inherent 
iatbe  crown.  A  vote  passed  declaring  void  the 
comroission  for  treating  of  an  union  with  Eng^ 
laud.  They  persisted  in  their  refusal  to  grant 
s|iy  supply ;  and  the  commissioner  urging  the 
defenceless  state  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  iieces- 
Rty  of  supplies  for  securing  the  saine^  he  was 
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BooRv.  minded  of  the  «fCttri(y  which  had  been  denied  to 
^^^'1703!^  the  nation and  the  earl  of  Roxburgh  declared 
without  reserve,  "  that  if  there  was  no  other  v  aj 
of  supporting  the  natural  and  undeniable  priTt- 
lege  of  parliament,  the  friends  of  their  country 
were  resolved  to  demand  justice  with  their  swords 
m  their  hands/'  And  the  lord  commissioner, 
apprehensive  of  the  safety  of  his  own  person, 
became  impatient  to  put  anr  end  to  [this  danger- 
ous  and  turbulent  session  ;  in  tlie  varied  and 
lengthened  course  of  which  it  is  remarkable,  that^ 
notwithstanding  the  tory  complexion  of  the  ad- 
ministration, very  g^reat  concessions  were  made  to 
the  whigs,  or  presbyterian  party,  in  parliament,  in 
ordenr  to  ensure  thefr  support. 
Art  of  To-  tlie  1st  of  June,  an  Act  for  toleration  to 
^^"^^^'all  protestants  in  the  exercise  of  religious^ 
tbc General  ^yoisliip^'*  prcscuted  by  the  earl  of  Straihiuorc, 

being  read,  a  strong  representation  was  offered 
against  it,  in  the  name  and  at  the  appointment  of 

the  general  assembly',  concluding  iu  these  words, 
that  they  were  persuaded,  that  to  enact  a  to- 
leration  for  those  of  the  episcopal  way,  which 
God  in  his  infinite  mercy  ayert  !  would  be  to 
establish  iniquity  by  a  law,  and  would  bring 
upon  the  promoters  thereof,  and  their  families, 
the  dreadful  guilt  of  all  those  sins  and  pernicious 
effects  that  might  ensue  thereupon."  Tlic  epis- 
copalians, whether  connected  with  or  in  opposi«' 
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tioa     the  court,  were  equally  solicUouB  at  fhis  book  vi 

crisis  to  avoid  giving  aay  cause  of  offence  to  the  i703. 
leaders  of  the  presbj^Hans^  who  could  throw 
the  whole  weight  of  their  influence  into  either 
scale^  and  who  weretbemseWes  fearful  of  opposing 
on  this  fkvorite  point  the  voice  of  tbe  general  as- 
scrabl  y.  In  consequence,  therefore,  of  this  miser- 
able and  detestable  bigotry,  the  perpetual  cha- 
racteristic of  an  assembly  of  priests^,  the  bill  was 
lost — ^the  court  possessing  too  much  discretion  in 
the  midst  of  its  political  diflSculttes  to  iny<di»  it* 
self  iu  a  theological  quarrel.  But  the  presby- 
terians  were  not  content  with  this  odious  victory 
over  humanity  and  justice;  for  an  act  subse- 
quently passed,  "  for  preserving  the  true  reform-  Jf^jj^ 
ed  protestant  religion,  and  confirming:  presbyte-  jf^^PJ^^ 
rian  church-government  and  discipline  by  kirk-  Prc»by. 
sei^iotts,  presbyteries,  provincial  synods,  and  ge- 
neral assemblies,  as  agreeable  to  the  word  of  Goo, 
and  the  only  government  of  Christ's  church 
within  this  kingdom."  And  in  another  act  in- 
troduced by  the  duke  of  Argyle,  ratifying  the 
acts  of  the  former  parliament,  it  was  declared 
high  treason,  by  writing  or  speaking,  or  any 
open  act  or  deed,  to  endeavour  to  alter  or  inno- 
vate the  claim  of  right  or  any  article  thereof-* 
and  consequently  that  which  related  to  the  cs-  , 
tablishment  of  presbyterian  government  in  Scot- 
land.  It  was  strongly  objected,  that  tbe'  import' 
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BOOK  V.  of  such  a  general  and  peremptory  clause  would 
1703.  be  of  most  dangerous  consequence;  that  it  was 
calculated  to  ensnare  ike  subject^  and  bind  up 
the  wisdom  of  the  government  and  nation  itself 
in  all  succeeding  ages  from  making  such  altera- 
tions and  reformations  as  in  course  of  time,  and 
by  variation  of  circumstances,  should  be  judged 
necessary.  Moore  of  Stcnywood  said  "  that  the 
shire  of  Aberdeen,  which  he  had  the  honor  to  re- 
present, was  of  the  episcopal  persuasion  ;  and  be 
desired  to  know  whether,  in  case  this  act  should 
pass,  his  countrymcu  could  addrcas  the  sovereign 
or  parliament  for  a  rectification  of  the  present 
establishment,  without  incurring  the  penalties  of 
high  treason."  To  this  sir  William  Hamilton  of 
Whitlow  answered,  that  the  act  in  contempla- 
tion did  not  indeed  preclude  addressing  for  a  to- 
leration ;  but  he  acknowledged,  if  it  passed  into 
a  law,  a  declaration  that  the  presb\terian  govern- 
ment was  wrong,  and  that  episcopacy  ought  to 
be  restored,  would  amount  to  high  treason."  The 
question  for  approving  was  at  length  carried  in 
the  aflSnnative,  though  sixty  members  voted 
against  it ;  amongst  whom,  it  is  recorded  to  their 
honor,  were  several  presbyterians :  whilst  on  the 
other  hand  the  ministers  and  their  dependents  sup- 
ported the  measure-p-the  lords  Atbol  and  Tarbat 
excepted,  who  disdiuitied  90  disgraceful  a  condet 
scensiou. 
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After  a  long  and  tumultuous  session^  the  lord  book  v, 
commissioiier^  fuU  of  chagrin  and  Texation^  ad-  ^T^^I^' 
joinmed  the  parliament  to  the  I2lh  of  October,  J^^^^ti^ 
1703.       We  were  often,"  says  a  distinguished^**^ 
member  of  this  assembly,    in  the  form  of  a  Po- 
lish diet,  with  our  swords  in  our  hands,  or  at  least 
our  hands  on  our  swords*/'    During  the  recess, 
the  marqnis  of  Athol  was  created  a  duke^  and 
viscount  Tarbat  earl  of  Cromartie — willi  a  view 
to  prevent  their  total  secession  from  the  court, 
which  thus  paid  an  involuntary  honla^e  to  their 
firmness  and  sincerity.    At  this  period  the  queen  order  of 
reTived  the  ancient  order  of  the  Thistle,  which  ^^^i^;"^ 
king  William,  regarding  sucli  distinctions  with 
indifference  or  contempt,  had  suffered  to  fall  into 
disuse  ;  and  the  vanity  of  the  Scottish  peerage 
was  gratihed  in  a  mode  which  imagination  amy 
easily  elevate  to  consequence,  and  which  is  at  le^  t 
unex pensive  and  inuocent. 

After  various  proro^tions,  the  parliament  of  pariiamn* 
Scotland  was  as^ain  convened  at  Edinburirli,  Julv  -^g^'ncoo. 
the  6th^  1704.  In  the  interval  new  counsels  were  i7q^ 
adopted  by  the  English  cabinet,  a  manifest  indi- 
cation of  which  appeared  in  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  James  Johnston,  late  secretary  of  state  fof 
Scotland  in  the  reign  of  king  William,  to  the  of- 
&^  of  lord  register ;  and  who  was  now  taken 
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BOOK  V.  into  the  intimate  coaMemce  tt  lord  GrodolpkiiL 

^^703^  Aud  the  marquis  of  Tweeddale,  whose  character 
conmiaflded  the  respect  of  all  parties^  was  consti* 
tuted  high  coniniitsioiier  iii  the  room  of  the  duke 
of  Queensberry,  whose  ambiguous  policy  bad 
proved  so  unsuccessful*  The  royal  letter  was 
framed  in  terms  of  remarkable  temper  aud  abi- 
utoden-  lity.  The  main  thing,"  said  her  miyesty,  thai 
racitvof  we  recomnend  to  you,  and  with  all  the  earnest* 
ness  we  are  capable  of,  is  the  settling  of  the  sue* 
eeaioB  in  the  protestant  line>  as  that  which  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  for  }our  own  peace  and  hap- 
piness, as  well  as  our  quiet  and  security  in  all  our 
dominions,  and  for  the  reputation  of  our  affairs 
abroad,  and  consequently  for  the  strengthening 
the  protestant  interest  ef^y  where.  This  has 
been  our  fixed  judgment  and  resoliilion  ever  since 
we  came  to  the  crow  u ;  and  though  hitherto  op-* 
porhmities  have  not  answered  our  intention^ 
matters  arc  now  come  to  that  pass^  by  the  un- 
doubted evidence  of  the  designs  of  our  enemies, 
that  a  loiiiiei'  dela  y  of  sell  ling  tlic  succession  in 
the  protestant  line  may  have  very  dangerous  con- 
sequences: and  a  disappointment' of  it  would 
infallibly  make  that  our  kingdom  the  seat  of 
war,  and  expose  it  to  devastation  and  niin#  At 
to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  government,  with 
regard  to  the  successor,  we  have  empowered  our 
commissio/ier  to  give  tiie  royal  (isseiit  to  what- 
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•fcr  can  in  reason  be  demanded^  and  is  in  eur  Qdoic  t. 

power  to  grants  for  souring  the  sovereignty  ^pd  1703. 
tibertiet  of  tbat  our  ancient  kingdom/' 

No  sooner  had  the  session  coiiiraeiu  ed,  than  the 
duke  of  Hamilton^  leader  of  the  Jacobite  party, 
presented  a  resolve,  "  that  this  parliament  would 
not  proceed  to  name  a  succes^r  to  the  crown 
until  tbe  Scots  bad  a  previous  treaty  with  Eng- 
l|uid  in  relation  to  coinmerce  and  other  con- 
cerns." This  was  supported  by  ail  the  eloj^ence  Repubc 
9f  the  celebrated  Fletcher  of  Saltoun,  head  of  the  h^Mhf 
republicans^  who  represented  ^vith  great  ardor  salt«ia» 
and  aniiinalipn  the  hardships  and  miseries  which 
the  Scots  had  suilered  since  tiie  union  of  the  two 
crowns ;  and  the  impossibility  of  melioratinif 
their  condition  without  adopting  measures  to  dis- 
solve a  connection  which  had  proved  so  fataL 

Better^  said  this  high-minded  patriot,  tiiat 
popish  prince  should  succeed  to  the  throne,  uncier 
such  liu^itations  as  may  render  the  nation  fre^ 
and  independent,  than  the  best  protestant  witb** 
out  limitations.  If  we  live  free,  it  is  ipdifier- 
^t  to  me  proyided  these  limitations  are  en»ci6d> 
whether  a  successor  from  Hanover  or  St.  Ger- 
maines  be  named  to  the  throne/'  The  genius.of  h^gi^ 
this  extraordinary  man,  whose  memory  is  still  by 
the  stern  partisans  of  democratic  freedom  revered 
and  cher  jshed  as  the  last  of  the  Scots,  appears  to 
have  been  actuated  by  a  subUme  enthusiasm,  en* 
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"BOOK  v.riched  by  an  extensive  commerce  ynth  men  snif 

books.  His  eloquence  was  characterised  by  a 
nervous  and  dignified  simplicity ;  tbe  love  of  his 
coiinfry  was  the  ruling  passion  of  his  breast ;  and 
in  a  (:orrupt  age  he  exhibited  a  rare  example  of 
(he  most  upright  and  disinterested  integrity.  He 
is  described  by  a  contemporary  writer,  to  whom 
he  was  intimately  known^  as  steady  in  his  prin- 
ciples^ of  nice  honor,  brave  as  the  sword  he 
wearb— and>  bold  as  a  lion^  would  lose  his  life  rea- 
dily to  serve  his  country,  and  would  not  do  a  base 
♦  *  thing  to  save  it*/* — The  resolution  of  the  duke 
^  of  Hamilton,  modified  and  combined  with  a  mo- 

tion of  the  earl  of  Rothes,  "that  the  parliament 
would  immeiiiatcly  proceed  to  make  such  limita- 
tions and  conditions  as  might  be  judged  proper 
for  rectifying  the  constitution,  and  vindicating 
the  sovereignty  and  independency  of  the  nation/' 
was  then  carried  by  a  great  majority.    The  for- 
ActofSe.  nier  act  of  security  was  immediately  and  unani- 
^^mi  luously  revived;  and  a  supply  granted  for  two 
V***^     montlui'  cess  onlv  ;  at  the  end  of  w  hich  term  it 
was  well  understood  that  the  act  must  receive 
the  royal  assent,  or  the  army  be  disbanded  for 
want  of  pay.    The  former  of  these  unpleasant 
alternatives  being  regarded  as  the  least  of  the  two 


*  Mackt'8  Characteri,  Laino's  H'utary  of  Scotland, 
^    vol.  ti.  p.  276, 


^smh^  ft  letltr  wai  writtw  to  the  4iiato>  figoei:  book  v. 

by  all  the  ministers  in  Scotland^  stating  and  ba-  x7Q4^ 
kiiei^g  tbe  MgMHitnti  on  botliiid^i»  and  eon- 
cluiing  wMi  tibek  bmable  adfice  to  paittlio 
bilL  Thua  was  the  lord  treasurer  Godolphin,  ou 
irhoio  c^ttBitl  tbe  queen  relied,  reduced  toik 
most  perplexing  dilemma.  He  saw  that  the  ill  ^ 
conaequences  of  breaking  the  army,  and  laying; 
the  kingdom  open  to  an  invasion,  would  be  im-* 
puted  to  him^  if^  in  contradiction  to  the  opinioa 
of  the  Scotiiab  miautan,  he  should  adroe  tho, 
queen  to  reject  the  bill.  And  he  well  knew  tha 
obioqujr  ftnd  reproach  he  should  incur  in  £n|^ 
land  by  ftdvisini^  to  pass  ft  bill  of  ft  eomplexionso 
dangerous  and  hostile.  Upon  tbe  whol^  ho 
thought  it  safest  for  the  queen  to  conform  to  tho 
counsels  of  the  Scottish  ministry ;  and  orders 

were  accordii^ly  sent  to  the  mftrquis  of  Tweed* 

dale,  agreeably  to  the  dignified  and  gracious 
fltode  of  signifying  the  royal  assent  in  that  king* 
dom,  to  touch  the  act  with  the  sceptre.  Tho 
supplies  were  immediately  granted^  and  the  lord 
commiiiioner  hastoned  to  prorogue  the  parlia* 
ment,  August  the  87th,  ITM.  After  the  recess, 
the  marquis  of  Tweeddale  was  advanced  to  th^ 
cfaanedloidiip;  'the  earls  of  SesfieU  and  Rol* 
burgh  made  secretaries  of  state  ;  tbe  eerl  of 
Rothes  appointed  lord  privy  aeal;  thneftikof 
Selkirk  and  Bellu^  brought  ifiig  the  treasury  ^ 

T0L.1JU  Ik 
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Mr.  JSaUlie  of  Jer vis-wood  nominaled^eisuMI^ 

1^^-   depute;  and  various  other  alterations  made/ 
consonant  to  tlie  asceildonoy  wjrieh'  Ae.  wfaa^ 
interest  began  at  this  time  to  acquire  in  Eng^ 
•land* 

ItfUuMDt  parfittnent  of  Enf^knd  "being  twnm& 

October  the  39th>  1704^  the  queen  expressed  her 
Kope^  ''that  they  w«re  eome together  disposed 

to  do  every  thing  (hat  was  necessary  for  the  ef- 
fcctual '  pros^ution  of  the  war/''  The  adven* 
disposition  of  the  two  houses  appeared  conspicu- 
ous in  the  difierent  strain  of  their  MtdresMp 
the  lords  passing  invidiously  over  the  naval  ex-* 
ploits  of  shr  George  Rooke,  the  hero  of  tbo 
fories ;  and  the  commons  affcctmg  fa  placer 
the  successes  in  the  Mediterranean^  and  the  in-* 
decisive  Uttle  off  Malaga^  upon  a  level  with 
the  glorious,  victories  of  Schelkuhnrg  and  Blein* 
heim. 

occa&ionai  Notwithstanding  all  the  eiideavoars  of  the  mi-* 
^nuiT  nisters  *  to  engage  the  bigh-^hureh  paarty  to  re- 
lejcatdT*^  strain  their  zeal,  Mr.  Bromley  in  a  short  time 
moved  the  house  to  bring  in  a  bill  against  occa>* 
atonal  conformity.  The  courtiers  now 'dfeclared 
openly  against  the  measure;  and  Mr.  Boyle> 
tiianceilo^  of  the  exchequer^  spoke  stamtKHisIf 
in  opposition  to  it :  the  motion  was  neverthele^ 
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carried  in  the  ^flinnative^  and  a  bill  iiUrodUcQd>  book  y. 
I  fianied  on  princii^  and  enforced  bj  peiialtie9  aA^ ^"^iIoZ^ 
low  an4  fliQderat^  a$  possiblej  iij  order  to  ^iy^  itj 
^  ckance  o£  aacceisv   But  the  yigotous  stnig^e^ 
made  against  it,  even  in  the  house  of  comnjonSj,^ 
sufficiently  ifidicat^  tl|e  hc^lesaoess  of  its  t^us^i 
iDg  through  the  lord^.    It  was  therefore  detcr- 
mioedj  bj  the  patrou^  of  the  ii).ea3ure^  tQ  ^nn^x  it 
bjr  way  of  tack  to  the  land-tax  bill.   And  Mr. 
Bromley  ur^ed^     that  the  practice  of  occasional^ 
confonuity  was  such  a  scaodalous  hypocrisy  as 
could  be  excused  upon  no  pretence  whatever ; 
that  the  church  seeiped  in  as  much  danger  firpQ^ 
the  dissenters  at  this  time  as  it  was  from  the  pa- 
pists when  the  t^  act  p^assed ;  that  the  bill  in 
question  heing  sq  necessary^  and  having  been 
twice  refufed^ia  the  t^ouse  oj(  iprds^  the  o^ly  way 
to  bave  it  pass,  was  to  tack  it  to  a  money  bill. 
This/'  he  said,  "  was  an  ancient  practice,  and 
highly  reasonable ;  for  by  this  expedient,  whilo 
grievous  taxes  were  laid  on  the  subject  for  thfi 

lupport  of  the  crown,  the  crown  inreturjaVaa 
necessitated  to  pass  such  laws  as  were  for  the  be- 
nefit of  the  people."   A  violent  debate  ensued« 

• 

and  both  parties  exerted  their  utmost  strength. 

Those  who  opposed  the  tacking  maintained  that 
such  a  practice  led  to  a  change  of  the  whole  con* 
stitution,  and  was  in  effect  converting  the  govern- 
inent  from  a  mi^cd  monarchy  into  a  purd  damo- 

a2 
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B4)0K  V.  cracy — denying  both  to  the  lords  and  to  the 
if  OA.  crovrn  the  free  use  of  their  negative  in  the  legis' 
lature.  Upon  a  division,  the  iark  was  rrjcctrd 
by  a  majority  of  251  against  134  voices.  The  bill 
Was  therefore,  in  its  separate  form,  sent  up  to  the 
lords  December  the  14th^  1704^  and  the  next  da/ 
read  for  the  first  time.  On  the  question  for  the 
second  reading,  the  queen  being  present,  the  old 
ground  wlis  again  tmvetsed,  and  it  was  at  len^li 
carried  in  the  negative  by  71  to  jO  voices,  includ- 
ing proxies. 

On  tlf  3  occasion  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
Dr.  Te^^iison,  a  prelate  venerable  for  his  years  and 
virtues,  declared  his  decided  disapprobation  of 
the  bin.  Far  from  considering  occasional  confor-^ 
Diity  as  a  scandalous  practice,  of  dangerous  to  the 
cbi^ch,  he  affirmed     that  it  ought  to  be  encou- 
raged by  all  good  churchmen,  as  having  an  evi- 
dent tendency  to  conciliate  the  aflections  and  to 
moderate  the  prejudices  of  the  dissenters;  being 
itself  a  laudable  exercise  of  Christian  charity, 
find  noviris^  incompatible  with  thp  strictest  inte- 1 
grity.^ — The  employing  of  persons,"  said  thifi 
good  prelate,     of  a  religion  diderent  from  the 
established  in  civil  offices,  has  been  practised  insll 
countries  where  liberty  of  conscience  has  bccoj 
aUowed.   We  have  already  gone   further  ud 
excluding  dissenters  than  any  country  has  donej 
Whatever  reasons  there  were  to  apprehend  oul 
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rdigion  in  danger  from  papists  when  the  text  act  book  v. 
Tras  iiasaed^  cannot  be  applicable  to  the  dissenters  1704. 
at  present.    On  the  contrary^  manifest  inconi^ei- 
jiieiices  result  from  this  exclusion^" 

The  attention  of  the  house  was  soon  transferred  Alarm 

taken  at  tht 

to  a  subject  of  uiucli  higher  importance — the  Scottish 
transactions  of  the  Scottish  parliament  during  canty* 
their  last  session  ;  and  tlie  discontented  party, 
lioth  whigs  and  tories,  ^vere  loud  in  tlieir  cxclsu- 
motions  against  the  English  ministry,  by  whose 
criminal  supine ness^  or  perhaps  connivance^  such 
Atal  measures  had  been  suffered  to  pw.  Lord 
Havershain,  a  whig  out  of  place  and  out  of  hu- 
mour^ observed,  ik^t,  although  the  fuccession 
to  the  crown  in  the  protestunt  line  wiis  the  main 
thing  recommended  in  the  royal  letter,  yet  it  wa$ 
so  postponed  iMid  baffled  that  it  came  to  nothing, 
partly  from  the  weakness  of  the  ministers,  and 
partly  from  a  received  opinion  that  the  succession 
itself  was  never  sincerely  and  cordially  intended* 
At  the  opening  of  tlie  session,  the  secretary  of 
jitate  had  made  extraordinary  distinctions  between 
the  secret  and  revealed  will  of  the  sovereign  ;  and 
upon  the  4th  sederutit,  4  motion  was  made  for  a 
bill  of  exclusion—virtually  such,  though  it  bor^ 
the  title  of  an  Act  of  Security.  Is  it  possible, 
ihut  those  who  advised  the  passing  of  such  a 
hill  could  ever  he  really  friends  to  the  protestant 

settlement  i   Who  can-  answer  tor  the  cons^- 
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BC^OK  V.  quences  of  such  a  state  of  things?  It  is  bA 
apothegm  of  lord  Bacon,  *  Let  'men  beware 
how  they  neglect  or  sufl'er  matter  of  frouble  to 
be  prepared,  for  no  man  can  forbid  the  sparks 

that  may  set  all  on  fire.'"  Lord  hailon  prac- 
tised on  the  political  terrors  of  Godolphin,  bv 
openly  boasting,  "  that  since  the  aet  of  security 
'passed,  he  had  the  treasurer's  head  in  a  bag^." 
The  earls  of  Nottingham  and  Rochester  seconded 
vith  great  energy  the  censures  of  lord  iiaver« 
Isham.  It  being  said,  that  the  act  of  security  was 
granted  to  prevent  the  danger  of  a  rebellion  ;  a 
clause  was  pointed  out  in  the  act,  by  which  the 
Scottish  peers  and  chrcflains  were  authori^d  to 
krm  and  discipline  their  vassals ;  and  it  was  rc- 
faiarked,  that,  if  the  Scots  had  rebelled  before  the 
T^assing  of  this  aet^  they  \\()ul(l  have  rebelled  with- 
iDut  the  means  of  supporting  their  rebclliou  ;  but 
^oW  they  were  furnished  both  with  incitement 
and  sanction  for  resistance.  The  house  apjx  ;ned 
much  agitated  and  inflamed ;  and  though  lord 
tiodolphin's  friends  \Nere  too  numerous  to  sufibr 
a  direct  vote  of  censure  to  pass,  they  agreed  to  a 
•variety  of  resolutions,  which  sufBcienily  indicat- 
ed the  general  icscntmcnt  and  apprehension. 
First,  that  the'  qneen  be  enabled  by  act  of  par- 
nominate  connnisisioners,  the  former 
commission  having  expired,  to  treat  concerning 
an  xaixou  ^ith  Scotland,   ^dly.  That  the  natives 

« 
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ft|0<)«iid.8hwid 'not  enjoy  the  prhU^et -of  •bmk y , 

SoglisiiiQca^  uQtil  aja  union  be  effected^  or  the  ^^^^JjJ*^ 
AiCQMKM.^^tl^  .a9  i»  £i%hiJ»<L  3dly,  Tbat  the 
hrtiigmg  of  f:Bii\e  fiom  ScotUnd  into  England  be 
.{Nreveoteft'*  .4ihl/«  That  the  U>rd  highraduurat 
be  iequifeA  to  iMiie  erden  tot  cj^tiiriog  such  ^ 
jScottish  vessej^  as  shall  1^  found  trading  to  the 
.ports  of  Freape^  or.  any  otheir  of  her  majeslj'i 
;eiiemies.    5tlil  v ,  That  the  exportation  of  English 
wool  iato  Ibcotlaud  he  pfohM^ited."    Th^ir  lor4- 
ihips  dso  presented  an  address  to  the  queen,  * 
^ixiog  that  speedy  and  eti'ectual  orders  might  he 
•^ven  for.  putting  the  town  of  ^Iew€a8tie  in  n  - 
Btate  of  defence,  and  likewise  for  securing  the 
port  of  TionoMtb^  &nd  i#r  te^if  if^g  the  forti$€»* 
iions  of  Carlisle  and  HfiU.   They  al90.  besought 
Jier  mige^ty  to  cause  the  militia  of  the  four 
northern  eoujHies  to  be  disciplined  anil  provided 
^ith  arms  and  aniniunition,  and.  a  competent 
puuiber  of  iregular  treops  to  he  jstatipned  upon 
the  borders.   To  all  these  particulars  the  queen 
^xprcissed  b^f  ^ady  assent ;  and  U^e  course  of  . 
tbiqgs  seemed  rapidly  tmidii^  to  opoi  hostility 
^iid  war.    A  bill  founded  upun  tlie  resolution^  *  ' 
of  the  lords^  bejiG^  framed^  Yf^^  in  »  short  time 
<ient  down  to  the  cbminons,  who,  though  not  less 
^nraged^  scrupled  to  pass  it^  under  tlie  fastidious 
notion  of  its  being  a  money  bill,  in  consequence 
i>S  i]xo  JpCjCUDi^ry  ^n^rafted  m»  .it  ^  l)ut 
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BOOK  V,  they  forthwith  framed  a  bill  of  their  own,  nttvfy 
^"^lYOiT^  similir^  which  they  trunnitted  to  the  lords.  The 
chief  amenQiuciits  were  the  prohibition  of  Scottish 
linen  into  England  or  Ireland,  and  the  permit* 
eion  to  Ae  protestant  firceholdera  of  the  six 
northern  counties  to  furnish  themselves  with  arms. 
The  loide  patied  the  bill  without  delay  or  diffi- 
culty, and  on  the  following  Christmas-day,  1705, 
it  was  to  take  effect.   Lord  Godolphin  npw  found 
himielf  in  a  very  critical  titualion :  the  act  of 
security  was  to  him  an  act  of  peril  and  of  dread. 
On  the  first  pasdng  of  it,  lord  Stair  went  with 
all  expedition  to  London,  and  told  the  treasurer 
that  he  was  on  tlie  brink  of  a  precipice,  and  the 
two  countries  on  that  of  a  civil  war.   This  ho 
now  found  alarmingly  verified ;  and  from  this 
moment,  forgetful  of  his  Jacobitical  principles, 
he  determined  to  exert  himself  vigorously  and 
efiectnally  to  accomplish  the  great  work  of  an 
union  of  the  British  kingdorot. 
wSodicock    ^  consequence  of  an  address  of  the  bouse  of 
Mth^D^fke  ^^''^^^^  haeeching  the  queen  to  consider  of 
gr  Mart,   some  proper  means  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of 
the  great  senrices  performed  by  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough, riie  declsired  her  resolution  to  bestow 
upon  his  grace  the  honor  of  Woodstock,  with 
the  parks  and  manors  appertaining  thereto; 
where  a  magnificent  palace  was  erected  at  the 
public  eipence^  to  which  the  name  of  Bleinbeim 
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HouM  was  givcD,  ia  commemoration  of  the  glo^  book  v. 

notii  yictor J  gained  at  ^t  place.  '  1704. 

Durii]|^  this  session  an  enquiry  took  place  in  foqoirj 
boiiae  of  lords  relaM^e  to  varioiis.  mismanage- aeiiob 

ments  in  the  i\avy  and  admiralty  departments; 

.vhich  were  chiefly  under  the  direction  of  sir 
Georgo  Rooke^  an  oflBoer  of  undoubted  skill  and 
courage^  but  strongly  attached  to  the  tories, 

•upon  which  account  the  house  of  commons  had 
with  a  too  partial  indulgence  passed  over  all  ne- 
glects. Tweoty^two  vessels  were  employed  in 
cnrising  with  so  littfe  success,  that  three  shipi^ 
commanded  by  diligent  officers^  might  have  per- 
fonned  more;  as  was  proved  by  a  sort  of  numa- 
rical  calculation.  Even  treachery  was  suspected; 
fat,  a  Frendkpriyateer  being  captured,  instruc- 
tions were  found  on  board,  so  exactly  quadrating 
with  the  orders  issued  by  the  admiralty,  as  to  pre- 
clude the  supposition  of  accidental  coincidence. 
An  elaborate  representation  vtras  presented  by  the 
lords  to  the  queen,  on  these  and  other  heads  of 

.misconduct;  and  the  whig  interest  having  now 
obtained  the  ascendency  at  court,  sir  George 
Kooke,  vritom  the  voice  of  fisction  had  raised  to 
an  invidious  rivalship  with  Marlborough,  was  dis- 
missed from  his  offices,  and  sir  Cloudesley  Shovd 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  fleet; 

'   This  parliament  is  distinguished  in  the  English  cue  of 

'annala  by  the  perpetual  misunderstandiags  which  ^tl^ 
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rooK  V.  prevailed  between  the  two  houaes.  -At  the  last 
X7o^   general  election,  tike        of  one  Atbby>  an  in-* 
habitant  of  the  borough  of  Aj  lesbury,  being  le- 
jeeted  by  \Vfaite»  tfie  returning  oflicer,  be  bad  the 
spirit  and  resolution  to  commence  an  action  at 
common  law  against  W  bite«  tor  illegally  depriv- 
ing him  of  bis  francMse ;  and  ebtained  a  Tcrdi^ 
for  damages  at  the  ensuing  assizer  tor  i\ie  county 
-of  Bucks^   The  court  of  qiieen's  bencb,  bow* 
ever,  being  moved  to  quash  all  proceeding  in  this 
•matter,  as  contrary  to  the  privileges  of  the  house 
!0f  commons,  tbe  three  puisne  judges  wcce  of 
opinion  "  that  the  verdict  could  not  be  sustain- 
ed."  But  that  great  and  Ufirigbt  magiatraie  lord 
•chief-justice  Holt,  at  this  time  presiding  in  the 
court,  declared  in  the  most  decisive  terms,  *■  thai 
the  verdict  was  both  legal  and  jusi*-th«t,  though 
the  bouse  of  commons  possessed  a  separate  and 
•independeut  jurisdiction,  agreeably  to  the  con* 
stitution  of  parliament,  so  far  as  to  determine,  in 
case  of  apj^l,  which  of  the  diticreotxandidatei 
vrere  duly  elected;  yet,  their  authority  did  not 
'Supersede  the  connnon  course  of  judicial  proceed- 
ings in  the  courts  sitting  at  Westminster,  which 
ibunded  their  decision  on  the  known  law  s  of  the 
9and  and  the  evidence  which  came  regularly  and 
properly  before  them ;  and  which  neither  could 
'  "  nor  would  take  cognizance  of  the  proceedings  of 
tte  house  of  oommoBS,  nor  of  the  grpuadt 


u  kju,^  jd  by  Googl 


* 

ANNE.  251 

yhelr  pTOcceflings.   Where  a  legal  right  existed,  ftooK^, 

and  such/'  said  this  able  magistrate,  "  is  the  i^q^ 
franchise  of  an  elector,  the  law,  of  which  the 
courts  of  justice  are  the  sole  dispensers,  wiH  pro- 
tect him  in  the  enjoyment  of  that  right.  That 
the  house  of  commons  were  not  competent  to  de- 
cide judicially,  though  they  might  be  occasionally 
compelled  to  exercise  their  discretion  in  cases  of 
this  nature,  evidently  appeared  from  their  utter 
inability  to  grant  redress,  whatever  might  be  the 
tnagnitade  of  the  injury  suftained.  If  tbis*e«Mr^ 
1)itant  claim  were  once  established,,  the  subject 
might  be  deprived  of  his  dearest  privilege,  by  the 
mere  arbitral y  wiH  and  pleasure  of  the  house  of 
'commons;  the  most  flagrant  abuses  of  power 
niii^lit  "be  committed  with  impunity,  nay,  with 
applause  and  triumph,  by  men  holding  public  of- 
fices, who  were  thus  placed  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  arm  of  public  justice ;  and,  by  a  monstrous 
solecism  in  legislation  and  jurisprudence,  an  ac- 
knowledged and  invaluable  right  miglit  he  gros.^ly 
^nd  openly  violated,  and  the  injured  party  re- 
main wholly  destitute  of  any  legal  or  regular 
means  of  reparation  or  redress."  The  verdict, 
notwithstanding  these  cogent  reasons,  was  how- 
ever reversed :  but  the  cause  was  bv  writ  of  ernflr 
immediately  brought  before  the  house  of  lords; 
who,  after  requiring  the  opinion  of  the  twelve 
judges,  and  debating  the  matter  at  great  length 
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BOOK  V.  and  ^  ith  great  ability^  determiiied  almost  unwir 
^"^T^o^T^  moiwly  to  supersede  the  juda^iit  pronounced  io 
the  queen  s  beuch^  and  to  affirm  the  verdict  ori^- 
ginally  given  at  the  county  assizes. 

The  house  of  common^  enraged  at  these  pror 
ceedings,  declared  by  a  vote  of  the  house,  that 
jVIalthew  Ashby,  having,  in  contempt  of  theju- 
,  risdictioa  of  that  house,  commenced  and  prose- 
cuted an  action  at  common  law  against  William 
White  for  not  receiving  his  vote  at  an  election  for 
burgiess  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  borough 
of  Aylesbury,  was  guilty  of  a  high  hreach  of  the' 
privil^es  of  that  hous^-«-«and  that  all  attorneys^ 
aolicitors,  counsellors^  and  sorjeants  s^t  law,  sq« 
liciting,  prosecuting,  or  pleading*  in  any  such 
cause,  were  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of  the  pri- 
vileges  of  that  bouse."  And  they  ordered  these 
resolutions,  signed,  by  the  clerk  of  the  house,  to 
be  affixed  to  ^V  estniinster-hall  gate.  So  far,  how- 
ever, was  the  intrepid  magistrate  at  the  head  of 
the  law  from  being  intimidated  by  this  imperious 
language,  that  he  is  said  publickly  to  have  de^ 
clared,  that  if  any  messenger  of  the  houso  of 
commons  presumed  to  enter  that  hall,  iu  order  to 
seize  the  person  of  any  attorney  or  pleader  by 
Yii'tue  of  this  warrant,  he  would  immediately 
commit  him  to  Newgate/'  The  house  of  lords, 
on  their  part,  passed  votes  justificatory  of  their 
9wn  conduct ;  copies  of  which  were  transmitteci 
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to  aH  sheriffs  and  borough-reeves  throughout  the  hook  v. 
kiogdom*  The  commons^  finding  the  general  "^^i^ol!^ 
wiec  of  the  people  deckre  strongly  in  favor  of 
their  antagonists,  seemed  disposed  to  let  it  rest  in 
its  present  state;  and  tKe  judgment  of  the  lordtf 
was  duly  and  regularly  executed.  Upon  which 
Ave  other  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Ayles*' 
bury  brought  tlieir  several  actions  for  damages. 
Qpon  the  same  grounds.  This  threw  the  house 
of  commons  into  anew  ferment;  and  by  their 
own.  authority  they  committed  these  five  men  to 
fnson,  vtfhtte  they  lay  three  months^  without  how* 
ever  offering  to  make  any  submission.  After  the 
money  bills  were  passed  by  the  eommons^  and  not 
till  theU;,  a  motion  being  made  in  the  queen's 
bendi^  in  behalf  of  the  prisoners,,  for  a  haieafr 
corpus  J  the  puisne  judges  declared  themselves  of 
opinion^  as  before,  that  the  court  could  tako 
no  cognizance  of  the  matter."  But  the  chief  jus- 
tice, ''  a  man  inflexible  to  ill,  and  obstinately 
just/'  maintained  that  a  general  warrant  of  com- 
mitment for  breach  of  privilege  was  of  the  na- 
ture of  an  execution ;  and  a^  it  appeared,  upon 
the  face  of  the  warrant  itself,  that  the  prisoners 
had  been  guilty  of  no  legal  offence,  unless  to 
claim  the  benefit  of  the  law  in  opposition  to  ik 

tote  of  the  house  of  commons  was  such,  it  wat 
his  opinion  that  they  ought  instantly  to  be  dis  * 
charged.    This  opinion,  however,  not  availing* 
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BOOK  V.  in  oppoaliou  to  t^iat  of  the  majority  of  the  benctij 
^'^tI^  t(ie  pmoners  were  remanded ;  in  consequeDce  of 
which  they  moved  for  a  writ  of  error,  to  bring 
ibt  mtter  before  the  lords.  As  ibi««  agreeabij- 
to  the  forms  of  law^  could  only  be  obtained  bj 
petition  to  the  crown^  th^  commoos  presented  an-  ' 
address  to  the  queen,  humbly  requesting  her  ma- 
jesty ^  that  the  writ  of  error  might  not  he  granted ; 
and  tUiey  also  topk  upon  them  to  affirm,  that 
in  this  case  no  writ  of  error  couUl  lie/*  To  this 
address  the  queen  with  great  moderation  ajid  pru^* 
dence  replied^  that  she  hoped  never  to  giya 
her  faithful  commons  any  just  ground  of  com*, 
plaint ;  but  to  obstf  uct  the  course  of  judicial 
proceedings  was  a  matter  of  such  importance,* 
that  she  tliougbt  it  necessary  to  weig|i  and  con* 
aider  carefully  what  it  might  be  proper  for  her 
to  do."  The  commons  received  this  answer  iii» 
sullen  silence,  and  immediately  ordered  the  pri* 
soners  to  he  removed  from  Newgate  into  the 
custody  of  their  Serjeant  ai  arms,  lest  they  should 
^  *  be  discharged  in  consequence  of  the  queen's 
granting  a  writ  of  error.  They  likewise  resolved, 
that  the  lawyers  who  had  pleaded  m  behalf  of 
.  the  prisoners  on  return  of  the  habeas  coj^pus  >vere 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  privil^e;  and  ordered  them 
to  be  taken  into-  custody.  The  lords  upon  this 
voted,    that  for  subjects  to  claim  their  just  rights, 

a  course  of  law,  wi»  no  brefuJi  of  privilege—* 
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thai  tiie  iiHtpf ifO^Jiif^t  of  th^       o£  Ajl^bary  3oos  v. 
1«M  cpdtniry  i«  -fawr  tand  that  the  vrit  of  erroi^  i704 
could  not;  be  refused,  without  a  violation  of.. 
Iu^Aa  chaMa/'.  .Thisvraa  followed  by,aiiad«  ' 
dress  to  the  queen,  humblj  beseeching  licr  ma-  •  .*  j 
fAiy  to  giye  inMOfdiate-orders^br  iit^iiiig  the  wril 
9f  MTor.    The  judges,  moreoYei/ now  happily 
recovering  from  their  terrors,  ventured  to  decider 
^  Umi  a  potiiiw  foe  a  writ  of  error  w^i  a  pptitificif 
of  right,  and  not  of  grace."    i^iid  the  queen  jva^ 
pleaaed  io  the  awl  condeaosildir^  terai#  ta  rflplj^ 
taihii  ariditess,  'Mhat      waidd  certainly 
complied  with  their  lofd9bi|ii' request  in  rf^gtf4t4 
Iht  Vik  af  errar>  but  thai,  aa it  now  becai&e^ 
eessarj  to  pmt  an  end  to  the  scssiqd,  she  kuQW  i^ 
couU  pmdaoe  Jui'eSbct/'   Tlie  lord«>  eoaaid^^ 
u^'Ait  as  a  decided  vktorj,  immediately  return^ 
cd  their  humble  thaidi:3  to  her  majesty  for  thi% 
kitaiiee  of  her  nu^astjr'sreganl  for  the  legal  an4  ' 
impartial  aduiiuistratiou  of  public  justice.  Anft 
•  the  qnectt  that  Tory  day,  March  the  4ih,  pot  an 
end  to  the  session ;  and  on  the  5th  of  April  fol*  , 
bwing  (1705)  the  parliameot  \^  as  dissolved  ,  b^ 
liroclamatioii.      It  waa  no  imall  blessing,"  says 
bishop  Uuioet,  "  to  the  queen  and  to  the  iiatiou, 
that  they  got  well  out  of  audi  hands/'   And  if 
must  indeed  be  acknowledged,  that  the  violence 
and  malignity  manifested  in  their  puhUc  conduct 
were  producitYa  of  muoh  1m  evjl  tbaa  flfl^ight  xaa^ 
so&ably  be  ap^rri^hended* 
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ioOK  V.    It  i$  a  question  of  curiosity  rather  than  of  uti^ 
1705.  litj,  how  far  the  lords  Godolpbia.  and  Msrl^ 

intrin«f  of  borough  adhcfsd,  after  ilieir  aceeoieii  tl9  powcr^ 

^st.cer-  to  their  political  attachinenU  in  favour  of  the 
exiled  family.  From  thettra.  of  the  aaialma^ 
tion  plot  in  1696^  and  more  e8pecial]y  from  the 
termioatioa  of  the  war  by  the  treaty  of  Ryswick 
( A.  D.  1697 ),  the  correspondenee  <»f  the  Jaco-^ 
bite  party  ^ith  the  court  of  St.  Germaioe's  seems 
almost  to  have  ceased,  or,  where  it  was  eontimied, 
to  have  dwindled  into  a  mere  matter  of  compli- 

'  ment  and  ceremony.  The  lords  Godolpbin  and 
Marlborough  were  amongst  those  who  did  not 
entirely  drop  the  connection.  Very  soon  after 
the  aeoession  of  tfae  queen,  lord  Caiyl,  a  noMe « 
man  occupying  a  distinguished  station  at  St. 
Germaine's»  in  a  letter  dated  April  the  26tb« 
1708>  to  the  steur  Berry,  a  eonfidential  ageirt  in 
England^  who  had  free  access  to  those  lords,  de* 
sues  that  a  fair  correspondence  ,  with  them  may 
be  preserved,  that  so  they  may  have  no  excuse 
should  they  not  be  just  in  their  engagements 
when  time  and  opportunity  serve.''  August  the 
21st,  lord  Caryl,  w  riting  to  Berry,  says,  "  Your 
late  conference  with  Godolpbin  doth  in  a  good 
measure  clear  the  suspicion  of  his  and  his  party's 
being  .joined  with  Hanover."-— In  December  -he 
writes,  "  that  Marlborough  as  well  as  Godolpbin 
must  necessarily  be  treated  with  about  this    L  e« 
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&e  fdrtonttioB  ot  the  kii^— ''and  the  great 
question  will  be>  what  better  weurity  they  will 
or  caa  give  for  the  performance  of  this  new 
agreement^  tiian  they  gare  for  the  former,  for 
which  we  had  promises  and  oaths."— 'March 
1703,  lord  Caryl  aaya:  ''  I  do  not  wonder  that 
Marlborough  comes  so  little  in  your  sight:  I 
believe  his  former  engagements^  to  which  you 
an  a  witnesi,  so  ill  performed  by  him,  make  his 
nieetiug  with  you  uneasy  to  him.*'— -May  1701 : 
"  Your  last  gives  fiiir  hopea— I  rely'  much  upim 
your  judgment  in  this  matter,  and  shall  always 
hope  the  best — though,  to  tell  you  truly,  I  can*- 
not  wdl  see  how  his  promises  can  be  much 
stronger  or  more  binding  now  than  they  were 
many  years  ago,  when  they  prorad  ineffectuaL 
•—If  you  receive  the  same  satisfaction  when 
yeu  meet  with  Crodolphin,  it  will  give  a  more 
promisisg  fhee  to  the  business ;  for  that  partner 
is  not  so  free  of  his  promises  as  Marlborough  has 
been,  and  consequently  not  so  much  to  be  sus- 
pected of  non-performance.*' — July  1704:  *'Con- 
eernii^  Marlborough  we  need  say  no  more 
—but  respite  our  judgment'  till  we  see  farther 

prgceediugs  of  hira  and  his.  Some  proguostic 

m^y  he  made  of  what  we  can  expect,  by  the  coun- 
tenance and  expressions  of  Godolphin  when  you 
next  meet  him — If  they  are  any  thing  of  a  piece 
with  what  Marlborough  hath  said,  to  you^  we 
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BOOK  V.  may  hope  well  of  him ;  but  if  jou  find  him  in 
1705.   bis  noted  soarnett  and  drjnett,  we  nuLj  condnde 

/  the  words  of  pai'tner  tire  but  words/'  Aud, 
not  to  multiply  quotations^  in  hi*  lettei  of  April 
the  25th  following  (1705),  he  w riles  thus:—* 

What  you  say  to  ue  coaceraiog  what  passed 
in  your  last  meeting  with  MacVborounliA  Aough 
it  be  but  a  repetition  of  what  I  focmerly  heardy 
I  confess  is  very  surprising;  for  ftw  warn 
will  lie  only  for  lying's  sake.-— It  would  be  mctj 
strange  if  he  should  malce  such  proipises  and  pro- 
testations witbont  perfbrming  them.  On  tb^ 
other  side,  words  are  but  wiod^  when  they  are  not 
followed  by  deeds.*— Accoiding  to  all  outwiidap-» 
pearanc(s,  he  an^l  liis  partnei's  drive  oa  violentlj^ 
for  the  interest  of  Hanover  V 

Upon  the  whole,  if  lord  Ctodolpbin  was  ksa 
lavish  of  Ins  protestations  than  Marlborough^ 
the  reality  of  his  attachment  appears  to  have  hea^ 
proportioi»abl  v  ^  rca'i  er.  1  le  pei  haps  thought  that 
the  kiugdom  would  never  attain  to  any  perma^ 
nent  settlement  without  a  restoration  of  the  ba* 
nished  family ;  and  he  w  ould  readily  and  even 
joyfully  have  concurred  iu  any  rational  schemO' 
for  the  accomplishment  of  that  event.    But  bi^ 

^  Macpherscn's  Fapcrs,  vol.  i.  It  niv ot  be  remarked  tiiat 
the  name  s  in  the  originailt;  Iters  are  varied  and  Iktisious,  though 
fixed,  by  the  sense  and  coDDectioiij  bcycnd  all  possibility  of 
doubt  or  dLspute. 
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and  excellent  undersUodlog  prewented  his  book  v. 
rkuig^  Ml  any  wild  or  rooMintic  project!.  He  170s. 
sufiered  hiimeif  to  be  guided  and  influeuced  by 
the  eonm  of  eTentt*  and  be  would  neiiber  mk 
bis  own  safety,  nor  sacrifice  the  actual  peace  and 
prosperitjr  of  the  kingdom,  in  the  punuit  of  a 
mote  aaA  dumerical  otjjfect.  As  to  the  didw 
of  Mariborougfaj  candor  itself  must  acknowledge 
be  WW  apparaady  gorenied  by  iwtivei  alaioii 

wholly  selfish  and  ambitious. 

Diirii^  the  political  conflicts  which  agitated  intriruaor 

flbeSeotiiA  parKament,  tbe  intrigues  of  the  court  ^st  otr- 

of  St.  Germaiue's  with  the  leaders  of  the  raalcon- 
teals  were  carefully  kept  up.  In  a  draught  of 
iiKtnictions  for  captain  Murra\v,a  dexiroiisafi^cut 
of  the  exiled  family,  going  in  the  spring  of  1703 
Hrto  Seotfausd,  he  is  ordered  to  assure  the  duke  of 
Hamilton  of  the  great  sense  eatertaiiied  of  his 
services,  and  to  desire  bin  and  bis  friends  to  usef 
ill  tbeir  credit  in  opposlni^  abjuration^  Hano- 
Ter,  and  union;'  which  last  is  styled  a  mere 
trick  to  delude  and  engage  tbem  to  perpetuate  an 
usurpation^  and  all  the  miseries  that  attended 
inch  m  manifest  injustice/'  On  the  return  of 
Murray  from  Scotland  in  the  succeeding  year, 
he  represented^  in  a  memorial  addressed  to  the 
queen  regent,  the  great  things  that  had  beenrdone 
in  coubcqiicncc  of  his  mission.  "  It  was,"  as  he 
boasts,    by  means  of  the  instructions  transmitted 
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BOOK  V.  by  him,  that  the  power  which  had  been  given  to 
^Itos!^  the  commissioners  to  trAit  about  the  union  wat 
'  declared  to  be  expired,  that  the  Hanoverian  suc- 
cession was  rejected,  and  that  the  bill  for  the  ab- 
juration was  not  even  proposed  in  parliament.— 
He  declares  that  the  duke  of  Hamilton  had  so  far 
engaged  the  lords  Athol,  Tarbat,  and  Seafield,  in 
his  measures^  that  they  resolved  to  represent  to 
the  princess  of  Dcnmaik  the  necessity  of  yielding 
these  three  points ;  after  which  it  was  not  doubled 
that  she  might  be  prevailed  upon  in  due  time  to 
make  some  treaty  in  fevor  of  the  king  her  brother 
— or,  if  she  persisted  in  her  refusal,  there  was 
room  to  believe  that  the  country  party  would 
make  some  declaration,  or  undertake  some  enter- 
prise, in  favor  of  his  Britannic  majesty. — lie  re- 
ports ako  to  the  queen  a  demand  of  the  duke  of 
Jlauulton  for  the  sum  of  2j,(X)0/.  to  enable  him 
to  maintain  his  credit  and  strengthen  his  party." 
By  authentic  evidence  it  appears  that  tbe  duke 
of  Gordon^  the  marquis  of  Montrose,  the  earls  of 
Errol,  Marcschal,  Moray,  Hume,  &c.  &c.  were 

ready,  whenever  called  upon,  to  rise  in  arui«, 
» 

upon  condition  of  being  assisted  by  5000  regular 
troops  from  France.  All  the  opposition  to  be 
met  with  iu  England,  as  they  aliiruicd,  would  be 
a  few  new^raised  troops  dispersed  in  distant  forts, 
with  a ^\eaIv  princess,  a  very  liiii id  minister,  and 
a  very  mercenary  general^  who  might  tlieit  think 
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of  perforaiiig  their  promises  in  order  to  deserve  book 
their  pardon*.  Well  apprised^  doubtless^  of  these  i70d. 
Bwehinstioiis^  lord  Godojphin  couhl  no  longer 
preserve  an  ambi^ous  or  neutral  conduct.  He 
was  compelled  to  take  a  decisive  part  in  opposi- 
tion to  tiiem>  by  every  motive  of  privaft  interest 
and  public  safety,  and,  by  accomplishing  the 
union  of  the  two  kingdoms^  for  ever  to  e&tin* 
guish  the  hopes  of  that  unfortunate  family,  by 
whose  partiality  from  an  obscure  origin  he  had 
*  attained  to  hit  present  eialted  height  of  power 
and  greatness. 

Ij|  order  to  carry  into  effect  this  wise  determi- 
nation, it  vras  absolutely  necessary  to  nudce  a  pre* 
vious  change  in  th«  Scottish  administration.  The 
ctiaraeter  of  the  marquis  of  Tweeddale  stood 
high  both  for  honour  and  capacity.  This  noble* 
man  was  at  the  head  of  the  party  who,  in  the 
language  of  Bishop  Burnet,  ''were  in  great 
credit,  because  they  had  no  visible  bias  on  their 
mindaf."  They  were  known  under  thedenomi-' 
nation  of  the  nquadrane  volarde,  or  flying  squad- 
ron, in  cou&equence  of  their  voting  promiscu- 
ously for  such  measures  as  in  their  opinion  were 
calculated  for  the  public  good^  from  whatever 
quarter  they  might  happen  to  prqe^.  They 

t 

*  MacpbesrsoQ's  Papen,  vol.  i.  p.  666-— 682« 

t^Biirnet,  vol,  iii.  p.  170. 
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*  Book  v.  appear  to  have  cherished  a  secret  wish  to  dissoife 
1705.    entirety  the  connectioa  between  Scotiand  and 

EDglaiidj  and  to  restore  national  independaacy 
to  their  conntry.  Thej  were  equally  adwse 
therefore  to  the  project  of  an  union,  and  to  the 
aettlemeuf  of  the  succession.  They  iiad  been  the 
xealout  promoters  of  the  act  of  security,  and  were 
anxious  to  vest  the  nomination  of  a  successor  in 
the  Scottish  parliament^  with  a  Tiew  to  re-estri»* 
lisb  the  limitations  conceded  by  king*  Charles  I. 
in  imi,  conicimabiy  to  which  the  vkiioie  p«wer 
of  government  virtually  rested  in  the  pariiamenl. 
When  this  party  Mas  last  year  brought  into  ad* 
ministration^  they  totally  tailed  in  their  cadea- 
▼ours,  the  sincerity  of  which  was  indeed  Tery 
questionable^  to  obtain  a  settlement  o^  the  crown 
of  Scotland  on  the  house  of  Bmnswie,  optttly  pa* 
tronising  theaci  of  security,  which  seemed  to  go 
near  to  preclude  all  hope  of  any  (uch  settkment 
in  future ;  and  with  whatever  patriotic  views  de» 
signed^  thai  ait  vias  evidently  calculated  to  lay 
the  lonodation  of  such  lasting  animosity  between 
the  two  naJions,  as  i  onld  i;e  remedies  by  nothing 
loss  than  an  incorpotative  legislative  union. 

This  beinpr  ti:er»*forf*  finally  resolved  upon  by 
the  Er!i;lif-:»  cabinet,  the  marquis  of  Tvveeadale,  * 
the  carls  of  Rothes,  Roxburgh,  and- Selkirk^  tbe 
loiii  oi  Jje:ha\en,  Baillie  ui  Jerviawuud,  and  vii. 
James  Johuston^  were  remoTed  from  their  oikccs^ 
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mod  the  diiki5  of  Qaeemberfy  re-instated  in  the  book  v. 
eliief  management  of  aflfairs^  iinJer  the  desig^a<^  i705. 
tion  of  lord  privy  fieal.    The  earl  of  Seafield  was 
attiieMiiictinieagain  appointed  chancellor;  the 
marquis  of  Annandale  and  the  earl  of  Loudon 
iirere  madetecretaries  of  state ;  sir  James  Murray 

lord  register;  and  a  secret  understandiiii^  taking 
place  hetween  the  new  admiuistratiou  and  many 
*f  the  whigs  not  connected  with  the  ei^ministersi 
tlie  duke  of  Argyle,  a  young  nobleman  already 
distingubhed  both  by  his  civil  and  military  ta-» 
lents,  head  of  an  illustrious  family,  zealously  at-* 
tached  to  the  whig  interest^  and  of  great  influence 
ftnd  popularity  in  the  kingdom,  was  appointed  py^i'i^"^"^^ 
hifiifh  roniraissioiier  to  tlic  Scottish  parliament,  ii^H"^"^^^"*^- 

■  Duke  of  Ar- 

Which  met  June  88,  1705.  Her  majesty's  letter  ?>ic  HigH 
being  rt^ad,  recommending  the  succession  oT  the  "on«'« 
crown  in  the  protestani  line>  and  setting  on  foot 
a  tresrty  of  union,  as  the  two  principal  ends  to 
prevent  all  diirereuces  that  might  happen  bels^  cfMt 
the  two  kingdoms,  it  was  resolved,  on  the  motion 
of  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  aiuhiguously  (  xpressed, 
and  perhaps  insidiously  designed,  that  the  par^ 
Kament  would  not  proceed  to  the  nomination  of 
a  successor  till  they  had  a  previous  treaty  with 
Eft^land  in  relation  to  their  commerce  and  other 
concerns  witli  that  na-ion."  This  motion,  being 
grounded  on  the  precedent  of  the  last  year,  met 
with  little  opposition ;  and  tlie  way  was  now 


Digitized  by  Google 


/ 


264f  HISTORY  OF  GBEAT  BRITAIN. 

BOOK  V.  open  for  proceeding  to  the  graod  bunneii  of  the 

i70i.  session.  On  the  20th  of  July,  the  draught  of  an 
act  for  a  treaty^  not  of  commerce  merely^  but  of 
union,  irreversible  and  indissoluble,  was  present* 
ed^  occasioning  in  its  progress  very  high  debateis» 
which  continued  for  several  successive  wedu. 

In  the  heat  of  this  great  political  contest,  the 
duke  of  Athol  offered  a  proie8t>  artfully  calculated 
for  procrastination  and  perplexity^     that  no  act 
for  a  treaty  with  Englaad  ought  to  pass^  unless  a 
clause  be  adjected  thereto,  prohibiting  and  dis- 
charging the  commissioners^  &c,  to  depart  the 
.  kingdom  until  the  act  of  the  English  parliament^ 
whereby  the  subjects  of  Scotland  are  adjudged 
aliens^  be  rescinded  and  repealed which  pro* 
testation  being  read  and  recorded^  the  duke  of 
Athol  took  instruments  thereupon ;  and  although 
ultimately  negatived,  the  same  was  adhered  to  by 
twenty-one  for  the.nobiiity^  twenty-three  for  the 
baronSj  and  eighteen  for  the  royal  burghs.  When 
it  appeared  manifest  that  the  act  would  pass,  the 
duke  of  Hamilton^  whose  conduct  had  beein 
throughout  dark  and  mysterious^  excited  the  ge- 
neral astonishment  by  moving  that  tlie  queen 
should  have  the  nomination  of  the  commissioners^ 
On  the  first  hearing  of  this  motion,  many  oi  the 
Jacobite  party  rushed  in  despair  out  of  the  bousej 
exclaiming  aloud,  "  Betrayed  1  betrayed  1"  after 
which  the  treaty  met  with  comparatively  liUte 
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opposition.   Hie  only  reaaon  'which  Hamilton  book 
ftU^ed  for  this  extraordiuarj  measure  w  as^ that  1705^ 
IS  it  was  impossible  to  prevent  the  bill  from  pass-  - 

ing,  it  was  politic  to  conciliate  the  favor  of  the 
queen^  bj  complimenting  her  with  the  choice  of 
the  commissioners.''  A  vote  founded  on  the  mo- 
tion of  the  duke  of  Athoi  was  liowcvcr  agreed 

.  upcin>  that  no  proceeding  should  be  made  in  the 
treaty,  till  the  act  which  dec  iaied  the  Scots  alieiiu, 
&c.  should  be  repealed.  In  the  former  ,  session 
the  Scottish  parliament  had  passed  a  resolve,  that 
the  address  of  the  house  of  lords  iu  England  to 
the  queen^  in  relation  to  the  succession  of  the 
crow  n  of  Scotland^  and  to  the  examination  of  the 
plot  ( U  e»  Eraser's  plot)  in  so  far  as  concerns 
ScotsmeOj  was  an  lindue  intermc^ddling  with  the 
concerns  of  Scotland^  and  au  encroachment  upon 
the  independance  and  sovereignty  of  the  nation.'' 
And  it  was  farther  moved  and  carried^  that  the 
lord  high  commissioner  should  in  their  name 

.  solicit  her  majesty  to  send  down  all  the  witnesses 
and  papers  relative  to  the  plot.  "  Tiie  principal 
papers  being  nevertheless  withheld^  the  dukes  of 
Hamilton  and  Athol  in  the  present  session  were 
clamorous  for  a  full  aud  accurate  mvcstigatioa  of 
the  evidence.  But  very  many  persons^  with 
whonr  it  was  necessary  lur  the  go\ernHKMit  to 
keep  upon  terms,  being  more  or  less  involved  in  ' 
it^  the  two  dukes  themselves  being  of  the  number. 
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*  BOOK  V.  the  enquiry  called  for  wis  eluded^  and  a  handle 

iTQ^  >vas  funiished  to  the  cavaliers^  to  exclaim  that  the 
whole  was  a  ictioD>  and  a  mere  device  to  bring 

disgrace  and  ruia  on  the  geuuine  friends  of  their 
country. 

The  leadei'j)  of  the  court  and  country  parties 
throughout  this  whole  session  seem  perfectly  well 
to  have  understood  each  other^  and  the  conduct 
of  the  duke  of  Hamilton  in  particular  was  too 
gross  to  deceive  any  one*.  The  business  of  the 
session  being  at  length  adjusted^  and  the  supplies 
granted,  the  parliament  was  adjourned  by  hit 
grace  the  lord  commissioner  to  the  2Uth  Decern* 
ber  1705. 

Early  in  April  170j,  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
again  passed  into  Holland.  He  had  now  formed 
a  real  intention  to  execute  the  project^  respecting 

» 

"  The  strange  iDconsistency,"  says  a  late  iiiiioviaiJ,  *'  o£ 
the  duke  of  Hamilton's  coiiduct  upon  diis  occasion  was  not  in- 
ferred barely  horn  the  general  scope  of  those  measures  which 
he  had  espoused  in  every  preceding  debate*  but  from  his  hav  ing 
been  at  pains  to  i!i(  ulcate  both  publicly  and  piivately  liic  im» 
propriety  and  danger  oi  that  which  he  now  t>ugge&ied  3  nor  w  as 
it  possible  to  avoid  tlie  suspicion  of  liis  being  guilty  of  deliberate 
treaclieryj  when  it  was  observed  that  he  made  this  motioH — i.  e. 
tlie  motion  for  %tsting  the  nomination  of  commissioners  in  the 
qncen — at  a  laie  U'mr  uf  the  nigl.t,  after  many  of  his  old  fricn-l^* 
v.  ho  would  have  opposed  it,  had  w  iihdrawu,  under  the  persua- 
sion tliat  the  paiiiat^ient  was  not  then  to  proa^c  d  any  farther  id 
the  business.**— SousfiviLLB's  ihtiory  of  Queen  Anne,  4to.  p. 
201. 
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which  the  French  were  so  needlessly  apprehen-  bqqj^ 
me  the  preceding  year,  viz.  to  penetrate  into  ""^^^^ 
France  on  the  tide  of  the  Moselle.  Prince  Louis 
of  Badea^  who  commanded  the  army  of  the  cm- 
|iire»  md  upon  whose  co-operation  the  success  ^^^^^^^^ 
of  the  project  depended^  on  bein<^  consulted  in 
the  winter,  expressed  his  entire  approbation  of 
ft.    Bat  when  all  thinffs  were  in  readiness  for 
opening  the  campaign^  he  sent  an  express  to  tlie 
duke,  signifying  his  inability  on  account  of  iU 
health,  and  the  weakness  of  his  armt,  to  fulfil  bis 
engagements.     Tlic  Engiibh  commander,  who 
had  already  begun  his  march,  proceeded  in  per- 
son as  far  as  Rastadt,  in  order  to  confer  with  the 
prinee,  mho  at  length,  and  with  much  difficulty^ 
tonsented  to  resume  the  original  plan  of  opera- 
tions.   iVl.  Villars,  who  from  the  recesses  of  the 
CtTennes  had  been  recalled  to  assume  the  com- 
mand of  the  French  army  on  the  Moselle,  at  the 
approach  of  the  allies,  encamped  in  an  inacces-        •  • 
sible  rituation  at  Coning^macheren,  leasving  by 
this  means  the  way  open  to  baar  Louis,  wliicb 
the  duke  proposed  to  besiege.  But,  after  watting 
in  vain  several  siu  cessive  \\eelcs  for  the  expected  inaction  of 
junction  of  the  Germans,  his  grace  received  ad-  of  Badeji. 
▼iee  that  the  prince  of  Bade^i  was  gone  much 
indisposed  to  the  bath^:  of  Schwaibach,  ;ind  that 
neither  horses  nor  artillery  were  provided.  At 
the  same  lime  he  hcui  uilclll^encc  of  the  loss  of 
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BOOK  V.  Huy^  and  that  the  elector  of  Bavaria  and  M. 

**17S5]^  Villeroi  had  actually  invested  tUe  city  of  Liege. 

The  duke  perceiving  his  Bchentes  thiit  rendered 
i^]^eo(  abortive,  resolved  in  a  council  of  war  immedi- 
JlS^ARe-  march  back  to  the  Maese^  not  without 

hi^^l  ^  ^ong  exprcssiont  of  resentment  against  the 
prince  of  Baden,  who  was  believed  to  view  the 
glorious  successes  of  the  duke  in  the  last  cam- 
paign with  malignant  and  envious  eyes^  and 
whose  ambiguous  conduct  was  such  as  even  to 
expose  him  to  the  suspicion  and  imputation  of 
treachery  ;  though  in  all  probability  without 
any  just  foundation— the  debilitated  state  of -the 
imperial  army  at  this  period  sufficiently  account- 
ing for  the  non-performance  of  hiss  engagements. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  English  general,  the  face 
of  aftairs  was  iminedialcly  changed  in  the  Nether- 
^^^^^  lauds,    lie  not  only  compelled  the  enemy  to  raise 
Lieo^caod  |iie  Siege  of  Liege,  and  with  little  difficulty  recap* 
luTttHuy.  tured  Hny,  but,  attacking  the  French,  who  had 
retired  within  their  lines,  forced  them  in  their 
eiilrcnchnientSj  near  Tirieniont,  with  the  greatest 
vi^or  and  success,    in  this  action  the  duke  of 
Murlbofough  distinguished  himself  hy  extraor* 
dinary  exertions  of  personal  valour.   A  Bavarian 
oliicer  of  cavalry  aiming  a  furious  blow  with  his 
sabre  at  the  duke,  was  thrown  from  his  horse,  and 
presently  kiilrd.    M.  Villeroi  and  the  elector 
continued  their  retreat  alor.^  the  banks  of  the 
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I))rle>tiU,  ftdvancinfc  throng  the  diiiicult  defiles  book  v. 
of  Hulden  ioto  a  spacious  plain,  and  he'iua;  now  170s. 
•epmrated  from  the  allied  army,  which  pressed 
Bpon  their  rear,  only  by  the  small  river  Ysche, 
the  duke  and  M.  Auverquerque  commanded  the 
troops  to  form  in  order  of  battle.    But  most  un- 
expectedly the  field  deputies  accompanying  tlie 
Dutch  army  interposed  their  veto,  and  could  not, 
by  any  persnasion  or  remonstrance,  be  induced 
to  hazard  a  general  engagement  in  these  so  fa- 
▼orable  circumstances,  "  promising/'  to  use  the 
duke  of  i\Tarlborou<i;h's  own  words,  ^'  all  ima- 
ginable succeiis        On  this  occasion  his  grace 
wrote  a  warm  expostulatory  letter  to  their  high 
mightinesses,  complaining  how  much   less  he  ' 
found  bis  authority  in  Flanders  than  when  he  had 
Ae  honor  of  commanding  their  troops  the  last 
year  in  Germany.  In  consequence  of  this  remon- 
strance, general  Schlangenbui^,  to  whose  advice 
the  refractory  conduct  of  the  held  deputies  was 
attributed,  received  his  dismission  from  the  ser- • 
vice+. 

The  French  and  Bavarians  having  now  made 
good  their  retreat  to  the  strong  camp  of  Parke, 
which  covered  Louvaine  and  Brussels,  the  pro- 
jects of  the  duke  were  finally  defeated  both  in 

.    «  SoMfiBVu.LS*s  Appendix.  '  Letier  to  the  Me  0/  Shrem$* 
hury. 

t  LtDiARU  i  liiiiory,  p.  315 — ^320. 
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Book  v. Germany  and  Flanders;  and  he  wat  obliged  to 
^"""^^^^  content  himself  with  flie  conquest  of  the  petty 
fortress  of  Sout-Leuwe^  situated  in  a  morass  con- 
tiguous to  the  river  Glieet^  and  8antTliet»  a  place 
in  Flanders  of  no  great  consequence.    In  the 
mean  time  the  elector  of  Bavaria  siirprieed  and 
carried  by  a  coup  de  main  the  town  of  Diest, 
making  the  garrison  prisoners  of  war.  Thus 
ended  the  campaign  in  the  Netherlands,  gmttiy 
to  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough, 
who>  as  it  is  said^  on  being  asked  how  it  could  be 
accounted  for  that  Cssar  and  Alexander  should 
so  far  exceed  all  modern  generals  in  Ihe  extent 
and  rapidity  of  their  conquests,  replied>  they 
had  no  field  deputies  in  their  anuics.**    So  seri- 
ously did  the  court  of  London  resent  the  treats- 
nent  of  which  the  duke  of  Marlborough  made 
such  just  complaint^  that  the  earl  of  Pembroke^ 
president  of  the  council,  was  named  ambassador- 
extraordinary  to  roc[uire  satisfaction  of  the  States 
respecting  this  matter ;  but  on  the  dismission  of 
general  Schlangenburg  his  commission  was  su^ 
perscded. 

The  operations  on  the  Moselle,  and  the  Rhine, 

after  tiie  retreat  of  the  duke  of  Marlboroui^h, 
were  varied  by  alternate  success.  M.  Villars  on 
the  one  hand  made  himself  master  of  Croon- 
AVeissenburg  and  Honiburg;  which  the  prince 
of  Baden^  on  the  otber^  his  army  being  now  in  a 
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sfate  to  act  offensively,  revenged  bjr  passing  the  book  v, 
Rhioft  apd  forcing  the  posts  of  Drusenheim  and  i76i« 
Hagueiiau  in  Alsace;  which  enabled  the  Ger* 
PMUU  to  scseiire  their  qua  ters,  during  the  winlei; 
on  the  Fteaeh  of  HMf  Rhine ;  and  the  iinpc-* 
rial  general^  after  all  tha  obloquy  thrown  upon 
bipi^  tmntnated  the  caaapaign  with  an  nnex^ 
peeled  display  of  militarj  'skill  and  viiror. 

Imthe  month,  of  May  this  year  (17U5)  ^i^d^^"*^^ 
tte  emperor  lioopoid,  who  had  experienced, 
during  his  loiij^  rei|j;n,  very  fiequeat  and  wonder- 
lid  vioiiaitu^  of  fortune.  He  wat  succeeded  by 
Us  son  Joseph,  kins^  of  the  Romans,  who  inberit- 
«d»  with  the  imperial  diadem^  all  his  father  weak* 
9ess»  firide»  Ugotry^  and  hatred  of  heresjr.  Hie 
duke  of  Marlborough,  with  whom  the  new  em~ 
peroe  declared  binuelf  desirous  to  eonfer^  arrived 
at  Vienna  November  \2  ( 170.)  ),  where  be  was 
received  with  the  highest  distinction^  and  invested 
with  tlie  dignity  of  a  co-estate  of  iho  empire-— 
the  lordship  of  Mindelheiia,  in  the  circle  oi  Sua- 
bia,  being  erected  into  a  principality,  and  as* 
signed  to  him  in  reward  of  his  g^reat  services.  He 
then  visited  the  courts  of  iierlm  and  Hanover^  as 
in  the  preceding  year^  and  arrived  in  London  on 
the  30th  of  December  1705. 

'Prince  Eugene,  who  commanded  this  year 
in  Italy,  had  to  encounter  extreme  difficulties 
fxom  the  congenial  talents  and  superior  force  of 
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BOOK  V.  his  an  I  agonist  the  due  de  Vendomc.    A  w  ell 


1705.  fougbt  but  indecisive  engagement  took  place  be* 
tween  tlir-e  great  generals  at  Cassano,  where  the 
prince  had  indeed  the  honor  of  keeping  tbe  fields 
but  M«  Vendome  seemed  to  reap  the  fruit  of  the 
battle.  The  prince  succeeded  perfectly  in  his 
first  attempt  to  force  the  passage  of  the  bridge 
over  the  Adda,  near  that  place;  but  the  due  de 
Vendome  marching  with  all  expedition  to  sue* 
cour  his  brother^  the  gtand  prior  of  France^  who 
Iiad  1  he  command  of  that  important  post^  renew- 
ed the  battloj  and  compelled  the  imperialists  to 
repass  the  bridge.  After  this  action  the  French 
erected  iui'liiicatious  upon  the  banks  of  the  Adda, 
irherever  it  was  fordable.  Nice  was  reduced  hj  ' 
the  end  of  the  year,  and  tlie  duke  of  Savoy  had 

'  now  no  considerable  places  remaining  to  him  but 
Coni  and  Turin  ;  and  his  resolution  to  adhere  to 
tbe  grand  alliance^  in  defiance  of  fortune^  seemed, 
to  the  astonishment  of  all  who  recollected  his 
fornu  r  versatility^  not  only  unshaken^  but  digni- 
fied and  heroic. 

The  campaign  in  Portugal  had  an  auspicious 
commencement :  for,  tbe  si^e  and  vigorous  de- 
fence of  Gibrattaf  causing  a  great  diversion  of 
the  Spanish  arms^  aflbrdcd  the  Portuguese  an  op- 
portunity oT  penetrating  the  Spanish  frontier; 

'  and  something  of  the  spirit  of  enterprise  ap- 
pcaicd,  uotwithiitauding  the  indisf  ositiou  of  dou 
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Pedro  the  king ;  during  which  the  queen  of  Eng  book  v. 
land^  sister  of  (hat  monarchy  and  dowager  of  ^^705^ 
Charles  II.  who  had  returned  to  Portugal  soon 
after  the  Revolution,  was  entrusted  with  the  re- 
gency of  the  kingdom*.  The  allied  troops^  un* 
der  the  conde  das  Galveas  and  the  earl  of  Cral- 
waj^  taking  the  field  in  the  month  of  April  1705^ 
reduced  the  towns  of  Alcantara  and  Albuquerque 
on  the  side  of  Alcntcjo ;  and  on  that  of  Beira, 
the  marquis  das  Minas  besieged  and  captured  the 
town  of  Saiva-terra,  and  plundered  and  destroy- 
ed Sarca,  which  was  abandoned  by  the  enemy  at 
his  ^proach ;  after  which  both  armies  during 
the  summer  heats  went  into  quarters  of  refresh* 
ment.  In  the  beginning  of  October  the  com- 
bined armies,  again  taking  the  field  under  the 
same  commanders,  invested  with  their  joint  forces 
the  city  of  Badiyoz,  the  siege  of  which  was  for 
some  time  carried  on  with  every  appearance  of 
success.  But,  on  the  11th  of  October,  a  bomb, 
ttaibrtuiiately  falling  on  oi|e  of  the  batteries,  blew 
up  the  magazine  of  powder,  with  several  of  the 
gunners.  And  as,  according  to  the  vulgar  obser- 
iwtion,  misfortunes  rarely  come  single,  the  earl  of 
Gal  way,  hastening  to  the  spot  to  give  the  neces- 
sary directions,  exposed  himself  to  the  fire  of  a 
fort,  a  random  shot  from  which  struck  off  his 

•  Catharine,  queen  dowager  of  England,  died  December 

31,  1/05. 

VOL.  II.  T 
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BOOK  V.  Ti^vt  hand  somewhat  abo^e  the  wrist.    Tlie  earl 
1705.    being  compelled  to  quit  the  camp,  the  conduct 
of  the  sie^  was  eDtnisted  to  baron  Fagel,  the 

general  of  the  Dutch  troops.  'But  in  a  short  time 
marechal  de  Tesse  appearing:  unexpectedly  at 
the  head  of  a  coasiderable  body  of  forces,  the 
confederates  thought  proper  to  raise  the  i^iegCj 
not  without  some  degree  of  precipitation  and 
loss. 

Towards  the  end  of  June,  the  English  fleet, 
with  a  large  reinforcement  of  troops  on  board, 
under  the  command  of  sir  Cloudesley  Shovel  and 
the  earl  of  Peterborough,  had  arrived  at  Lisbon; 
and  the  prince  of  IlesSe,  who  on  the  relief  of  Gi- 
braltar had  repaired  also  to  that  metropolis,  giving 
jirM»\De  to  archduke,  styling  himself  king  Charles  ill., 
pr^c^^to^he  most  positive  assurances  of  the  favorable 
disposition  of  Catalonia  and  Valencia;  and  being 
strongly  seconded  by  the  earl  of  Peterborough,  a 
man  of  great  but  eccentric  talents,  who  was  ac- 
tuated by  the  spirit  of  wild  and  romantic  adyen- 
ture^  the  archduke  declared  his  resolution  to  try 
his  fortime  in  that  part  of  Spain.  The  whole  ar- 
mament, having  on  board  nineteen  battalions  of 
infantrv  and  l.JOO horse,  with  a  grood  train  of  ar- 
tiiiery,  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Barcelona  Aug.  ^ 
(1705),  where  a  landing  was  effected  amid  the 
at'clamaXion  of  the  Catalans.  A  determination 
was  teken  in  a  council  of  war,  immediately  to  lay 


Digitized  by  Google 


ANNE.  275 

siege  to  the  citj  of  Barcelona,  though  defended  book  v. 
bj  m  namerous  garrison,  and  the  force  of  the  ^osT^ 
allies  was  to  appearance  utterly  inadequate  to  so 
bazardous  an  enterprise.  But  the  principal  de- 
pendance  was  on  the  known  disaflection  of  the 
iuhabitant^  to  the  existing  government.  Desert-  ^^^^^  ^ 
m  came  dailj  from  the  town,  who  brought  diem  BuccIom. 
much  usetul  intelligence :  the  most  iiupoitant 
article  was^  that  fort  Monjuic^  a  castle  of  great 
strength,  situated  on  the  heights,  which  in  a  greift 
measure  commanded  the  town,  was  very  ill 
goarded,  under  the  idea  that  it  was  in  no  danger 
of  attack.  A  resolution  was  immediately  taken 
to  attempt  it  bj  a  coup  de  main.  The  prince  of 
Hesse  and  the  earl  of  Peterborough,  putting 
themselves  at  the  head  of  a  chosen  body  of  troops, 
after  a  nocturnal  and  circuitous  march  attained 
to  the  summit  of  the  hill  at  break  of  day,  Sep- 
tember the  7th.  At  the  first  onset  the  prince  of 
Hesae,  an  officer  of  extraordinary  military  skill 
and  gallantry,  fell  mortally  wounded.  But  the 
earl  continued  the  assault  with  little  prospect  of 
success,  till,  the  magazine  of  powder  by  some 
accident  suddenly  blowing  up,  the  srovernor  in 
eoBslernation  snrrendered  the  fort  The  city  was 
now  attacked  with  great  advaulage  and  increase 
of  Tigor  on  the  part  of  the  besiegers ;  and  on  the 
9th  of  October  the  governor,  don  Francisco  de 
Velasco^  consented  to  capitulate ;  and  the  garri* 

t2 
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BOOK  V.  s  m  was  allowed  to  march  out  with  all  the  honors 


Jj^l^^'  kaowiij  than  the  whole  province  of  Catalonia, 

the  town  of  Roses  excepted,  declared  in  favor  of 
king  Charles  111.  The  kingdom  of  Valencia, 
including  its  capital  of  the  same  name,  rapidly 
followed  the  example  of  Catalonia — Alicant  alone 
retaining  its  allegiance  to  king  Philip :  and  the 
victors  stood  astonished  at  their  own  extraordi- 
nary and  unexpected  success.  But  the  conde  de 
las  Torres,  a  Spanish  officer  of  great  merit,  en- 
tering A  alencia  at  the  head  of  a  considerable 
army,  the  kingdom  seemed  in  danger  of  being 
lost  as  quicklj  as  it  was  won.  The  earl  of  Pe- 
terborough, marching  to  its  relief  with  a  very  in- 
ferior  force,  raised  the  sie^e  of  St.  iMattheo  in 
eight  days  from  his  departure  from  Barcelona, 
though  above  thirty  leagues  distant,  distinguish- 
ing himseil^  by  a  series  of  the  most  daring  and 
heroic  actions  ;  and  after  surmounting  innumer- 
able diSiculties,  and  sustaining  incredible  fa- 
tigues, beat  length  made  a  triumphant  entry  into 
Valencia. 

The  new  parliament  met  at  W  cstminster  Oc- 
^i:^     tober  the  25tb,  1705.   Of  513  members,  457 
were  present  at  the  choice  of  a  speaker.  The 
court  declared  for  Mr.  Smith,  who  had  occupied 
the  post  of  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  in  th^ 


1705. 
Rapid  Sue> 


No  sooner  was  the  surrender  of  Barcelona 
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hte  reign,  a  man  of  excellent  understanding',  of  book 

€Oiii»iderable  parliamentary  talents,  aud  of  gn^^i^^^^ms!^ 
integrity  and  moderation.  The  tories^  now  in  ^'^tf^ 
a\o\ved  opposition  to  the  court,  nominatrd  ^Ir.  ^j^*" 
Bromley,  member  for  the  unifersity  of  Uj^ford. 
On  the  division,  Mr.  Smith  carried  it  by  350  to 
207  voices — so  that  it  clearly  appeared,  to  the 
gieat  joy  of  the  nation  in  general,  that  a  whig 
parliameut  was  elected.  3ouie  months  previous 
to  the  meeting  of  the  new  parliament,  the  duke 
of  Buckiugbani,  late  marquis  of  Normanby,  was  , 
dismissed  from  his  ofllce  of  lord  privy  seal, 
vhich  was  conferred  upon  the  duke  of  Newcas- 
tle ;  and  more  recently  the  great  seal  had  been 
taken  from  sir  Nathan  Wright  lord  keeper,  and 
given  (Oct.  11),  under  the  same  appellation,  to 
Mr.  William  Cowper,  soon  after  created  lord 
Cowper— a  lawyer  very  eminent  in  his  profession, 
aa  eloquent  and  graceful  orator,  and  zealously 
ittached  to  the  whig  principles  of  1688.  The 
duke  of  Ormond  was  also  in  the  eusuing  spring 
nipeneded  in  the  goyemment  of  Ireland  by  the 
carl  of  l^erabroke.  The  speech  from  the  throne, 
tscribed  to  the  new  lord  keeper,  was  much  ad* 
mired,  and  breathed  the  genuine  spirit  of  liberty, 
as  modified  by  the  opinions  and  prejudices  of  the 
times.  The  queen  declared  her  persuasion ' "  that 
the  two  houses  were  convinced  of  the  necessity 
of  prosecuting  the  Just  war  in  which  they  were 
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^OK  V.  engaged."    She  dfeclared,   "  that  nothing  could 
^"^705^  be  more  evident  than  that,  if  the  French  king 
continued  master  of  the  Spanish  monarchy^  the 
balance  of  pow  er  in  Europe  would  be  utterly  de- 
rtroyed— and  she  affirmed  that  there  was  great 
ground  to  hope  that^  by  the  blessing  of  God,  a 
good  foundation  was  laid  for  its  restoratioa  to  the 
bouse  of  Austria.   She  avowed  her  intention  of 
appointing  comraissioiiers  to  treat  of  a  union  be- 
tweeo  the  two  kingdoms^  agreeably  to  the  powers 
Tested  in  her  by  the  parliaments  of  England  and 
jScofland.    But  she  said,  there  was  another  uuioa 
which  she  thought  herself  obliged  to  recommend 
in  the  most  earnest  and  atTectionate  miiiuier — an 
upion  of  minds  and  afiejctioos  amongst  ourselves. 
She  could  not  but  with  grief  observe,  there  were 
those  who  endeavoured  to  foment  animosities, 
and  some  who  were  ^ven  malicious  enough  to 
suggest  that  the  church  was  in  danger  ;  and  she 
pronounced  such  persons  to  be  enemies  to  her  and 
the  nation^  and  that  they  could  only  mean  to 
cover  designs  which  they  dared  not  pubjicly  to 
own.   She  concluded  with  expressing  her  firm 
resolution,  affectionately  to  support  the  church 
by  law  establii>hed,  and  inviolably  to  maintain  the 
toleration — ^using  all  her  endeavours  to  promote 
the  ease  and  safety  of  her  subjects  and  to  make 
them  a  flourishiiig  and  happy  people."    The  ad- 
dresses were  iqithe'  highest  strain  of  loyalty  aq4 
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vlugSi™  I  ^be  tories^  enraged  to  see  the  book  v. 
queen  witlitl rawing^  from  them  her  confidence  ijoi, 
and  favor^  and  the  principles  of  \rhiggism  becom- 
ing thus  prevalent  and  popular,  determined  to 
conform  themselves  to  thei  times^  aud  to  outdo 
the  ivhigs  themselves  in  their  zeal  for  liberty  and 
protestantism. 

On  the  loth  of  November,  the  lords  being  in  obnoxious 

■  •         *     t  WW      Motion  of 

a  committee  on  the  state  of  the  nation,  lord  Ha-  the  ToriM 

vcrsham,  after  a  long  speech  expressive  of  his  over  the 
anxious  concern  for  the  safety  of  the  queen,  the  sophu. 
preservation  of  the  constitution,  and  the  security 
of  the  churchy  moved,  "  th^t  an  humble  address 
be  presented  to  her  majesty,  that  her  majesty  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  invite  the  presumptive 
heir  to  the  crown  of  Eng^nd,  according  to  the  acts 
of  parliamentmadeforsettlingthe  successiontothe 
crown  in  the  protcstant line,  into  this  kingdom,  to 
reside  here."  This  was  strongly  supported  with 
great  plausibility  of  argument  by  the  duke  of 
Buckingham,  and  the  earls  of  Nottingham  and 
Rochester*  They  urged,  that  they  had  sworn 
to  maintuia  ihc  succession  ;  and  there  were  no 
means  so  sure  to  efiect  it,  as  to  have  the  successor 
upon  the  spot  ready  to  assert  and  defend  his  right. 
It  appeared  through  our  whole  history,  that,  in 
case  pf  competition,  whoever  came  first  into  Eng- 
land had  always  carried  it.  And  it  was  affirmed, 
that  if  the  archduke  had  been  resident  in  Spain  a^ 
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BOOK  V.  the  demise  of  the  late  kinc;",  the  present  war 
^^70s!^  would  in  all  probability  never  have  existed/'  Bjr 
1      this  motioB  the  tory  party  fancied  they  had  re- 
duced the  whigs  to  an  exquisite  dilemma.  If 
they  opposed  the  motion,  they  would  easentially 
injure  their  reputation  in  the  view  of  the  nation 
at  large,  and  of  the  electoral  family  in  particu- 
lar.  If  they  acquiesced  in  it,  they  would  lose  the 
ftvor  of  the  queen.    But  they  extricated  them- 
selves from  this  embarrassment  with  great  dex- 
terity and  felicity.    They  represented  in  forcible 
language  the  inconyeniences  and  jealousies  which 
would  arise  from  a  rivalry  between   the  two 
courts  ;  and  they  asserted  the  propriety  of  keep- 
ing the  successor  in  a  state  of  dependence  upon 
the  reigning  sovereign.   The  earl  of  Wharton 
declared,     that  he  had  ever  looked  upon  the 
protestant  succession  as  essential  to  the  national 
liberty  and  happiness ;  akid  it  was  to  him  a  sub- 
ject of  deep  regret,  that  there  were  so  many  who 
appeared  to  think  differently.    He  had  lately 
heard,  with  an  emotion  of  delight^  the  queen  re- 
commend from  the  throne  union  and  agreement 
to  all  her  subjects.   It  was  now  evident  that  there 
was  a  divinity  about  her  when  she  spoke.  The 
cause  was  certainly  supernatural,  for  vre  saw  the 
miracle  that  was  wrought  by  it.    Now  all  were 
for  the  protestant  succession.    He  rejoiced  in 
tlicir  conversion^  and  confessed  it  was  a  miracle. 

11 
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like  moat  other  new  converts^  however^  their  book  v. 

zeal  far  exceeded  their  judgment  and  discretion.  i7oj. 
He  commended  the  warmth  they  had  displa>ed« 
though  he  could  not  adopt  the  proposition  they 
had  oflered."  lu  lieu  of  a  measure  so  replete 
ivith  mischief  and  danger,  his  lordship  moved  for 
abill  establishing  an  eveutuai  council  ol  legencj, 
which  should  be  empowered  to  act  on  the  demise 
of  the  queen,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  sue-  Actofre- 
ceiMir.  And  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the 
lord  chancellor  or  keeper,  the  lord  president,  the 
lord  treasurer,  the  lord  privy  seal,  the  lord  high 
admiral,  and  the  lord  chief  justice  of  England, 
for  the  time  being,  were  nominated  for  that  high 
trust.  Besides  these,  the  successor  wasauthoris-*^ 
ed,  by  a  clause  of  the  bill,  to  send  over  an  instru- 
ment sealed  up,  containing  the  names  of  such 
persoQs  as  bethought  proper  to  join  in  the  siiuie 
trust  as  coHregeats.  This  bill  was  received  with 
great  applause,  and  soon  passed,  with  a  trifling 
anddisgracefiil  opposition  from  the  rival  faction^ 
into  a  law,  to  the  great  chagrin  of  the  tories, 
who  found  not  only  their  own  schemes  entirely 
diseoQcerted,  but  that  the  whigs  had  taken  the 
advantage  of  them  to  raise  their  credit  as  well 
with  the  queen  as  with  the  public,  and  even 
with  the  electoral  family  ;  who,  by  another  act, 
were  endowed  with  all  the  privileges  of  natura- 
lizstioB,  rendered  yet  more  valuable,  or  at  least 
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BOOK  V.  more  Iu)norablc,  by  the  singular  distinction  of  iU 
1705^    extending  to  all  the  descendants  of  the  princess 
Sophia  wheresoever  born. 

The  qaeen  was  in  person  present  at  the  debate, 
and  expressed  <^reat  indigiuuioii  and  amazement 
at  the  arguments  made  use  of  by  the  tory  lords-* 
who  treated  her  roj^al  person  and  authority  with 
very  little  appearance  of  respect — ^the  duke  of 
Buckiiiprham,  as  an  argument  for  inviting  a  sue* 
cessor  no  much  farther  advauccd  in  life  than  the 
queen,  even  supposing  the  ease  of  her  falling  into 
a  state  of  idiot  ism  and  dotage.  It  was  upon  this 
occasion,  as  the  duchess  of  Marlborough  informs 
us,  that  the  queen  gave  the  first  indications  ofanj 
thing  like  a  real  reconcilement  to  the  whigs.  I 
believe,'*  said  the  queen,  in  a  letter  to  the  duchess^ 
"  that  dear  Mrs.  Freeman  and  1  shall  not  disagree 
as  we  have  formerly  done :  for  I  am  sensible  of 
the  serNiies  those  people  have  done  nie  that  you 
have  a  good  opinion  of,  and  I  will  countenance 
them ;  and  am  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  malice 
and  insolence  of  them  that  you  have  always  been 
speaking  against."  And  at  this  time  it  vras  that 
the  queen  authorise  d  lord  Godolphin  to  give  as- 
surances to  the  chief  leaders  of  the  whig^,  thai 
she  would  put  herself  and  her  aflairs  into  such 
iiands  as  they  should  approve*. 

•  The  ci  H'cn  h;id  from  her  inlancy  imbibed  the  most 
uiiconqucrabie  prcjuUiccs  against  the  whigs.  She  bad  been 
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It  appears  that  the  princss  Sophia>  now  75  t^ook 
years  of  as^e,  but  unimpaired  in  health,  vivacity,  1705^. 
and  iutellect^  would  liavc  bad  no  objection  to  ac- 
cept an.  invitation  from  the  English  nation  to  fix 
her  rc^iucnce  in  England— in  ^^llicb  case  it  was 
understood  that  a  royal  appanage,  and  the  title 
of  princess  of  Wales,  would  have  been  conferred 
upon  her.  Siie  even  wrote  a  K'lter  to  tbe  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury^  one  of  the  few  whigs  who 
supported  the  motion  of  lord  Tlavershaui,  express- 
ing her  suspicions  of  some  who  had  been  num- 
bered amon^t  the  friends  of  her  family,  for  the 
part  tbevhad  taken  in  opposition  to  it.    The  earl  AmhaMyof 

^  *  *  the  cari  of 

of  Halifax  beinfic  sent  to  Hanover  with  the  two  Halifax  to 

^  ^  iidiiovex:. 

acts  of  regency  and  nalnralization,  the  dnke  of 
JVIarlboroug'h^  and  the  lords  Cow  per  and  Somers^ 
&c.  wrote  letters  to  tbe  electoral  r.ourt  in  vindica- 
tion of  their  late  conduct,  wbicli  appear  to  have 
given  complete  satisfaction.  The  electress  de- 
clared herself charmed  to  see  the  respect  and 

tiRight  to  took  upon  them  all  not  only  as  republicans,  who 
bated  the  very  .shadow  of  regal  authoriiy,  bat  as  impiacahle 
eiieaiies  to  the  church  of  England. — "  I  hul  often  tried  her  Ma- 
jesty upon  this  subject,  and  when  I  found  that  she  '.vould  not 
bear  of  the  immediate  soccessoi^s  coramgover,  had  pressed  her 
tliat  she  woold  at  lea^t  mvite  hither  the  young  prince  of  Hano- 
ver, and  thai  she  would  let  him  live  here  as  her  son  ;  but  her 
Majesty  would  listen  to  no  proposal  of  tliis  kind,  in  an)  biiape 

Conduct  of  the  Duchess  0/ Martborough,  p.  123«  i^a 
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BOOK  V.  affection  shewn  by  the  parliament  lo  ber  majesty/^ 

^'"^ITO^  And  lord  Somers  very  prpperlv  suggested,  "  that 
if  the  invitation  had  been  assented  to  with  reluc- 
tancy  ou  the  part  of  the  queen,  it  might  have 
given  rise  to  uakindoesses  which  in  the  enu  might 
have  proved  very  &tal.'^  The  order  of  the  garter 
was  also  presented  to  the  electoral  priucc  hy  lord 
Halifax^  accompanied  by  a  gracious  declaration 
of  the  royal  favour  to  the  house  of  Hanover ; 
and  froui  this  period  the  whigs  appear  to  have 
enjoyed  the  exclusive  confidence  of  the  electoral 
family. 

''^^1^      The  queen  having  laid  before  the  two  houses  the 
tep^ied.  addresses  of  the  Scottish  parliament^  expressive 
of  theif  resolution  not  to  enter  into  any  negotia- 
'  tion  respecting  a  union  with  England^  until  the 
^ct  declaring  them  aliens,  &c.  should  be  repealed ; 
a  motion  for  that  purpose  was  accordingly  made, 
and  unanimously  acceded  to ;  and  the  way  was 
now  clear  for  the  opening  a  treaty  as  soou  as  the 
session  of  parliament  should  terminate. 
Church de-    IMuch  haviiiii*  been  said  in  the  late  debates  re* 

cUredtobe  ,        ,        i  •  i_  j 

mt  iadaap  lativc  to  thc  dutigcr  of  Ulc  church,  which  was  used 
by  the  tories  as  the  watch-word  of  the  party,  by 
which  they  strove  in  this  decline  of  their  iuiluence 
and  popularity  to  awaken  the  fears  and  excite  the 
passions  of  iho  people,  lord  Halifax  moved  to  ap- 
point a  day  to  enquire  into  the  grounds  of  this 
pretended  danger — ^when  a  most  vehement  debate 
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took  place.  The  carl  of  Rochester  aiiirined  that  book  v. 
ihe  danc^er  of  the  church  arose  from  three  causes :  ms. 
1st.  The  act  of  security,  hy  whidi  Scotland, 
where  preshytery  was  established  without  a  tole- 
ration, ^vas  rendered  very  formidable  and  danger- 
out.  2dly,  The  protestant  heir  not  being  resident 
in  the  kingdom  ;-*and  Sdly^  The  not  passing  the 
occasional  conformity  bill.  To  this  lord  Halifax 
replied,  "  that  the  act  of  security  in  Scotland  was 
a  national  thing,  wholly  foreign  to  church  affairs ; 
that,  however  ioimical  the  church  or  the  king- 
dom of  Scotland  might  be  su p  posed,  England  was 
at  all  times  able  to  defend  herself;  aftd  at  present 
more  so  than  at  any  former  period— the  strength 
of  England  having  increased  since  the  union  of 
the  two  crowns,  much  more  in  proportion  than 
that  of  Scotland;  but  that,  by  God's  blessing, 
an  entire  union  of  the  British  nations  was  soon 
likely  to  put  an  end  to  this  source  of  danger.  As 
to  the  house  of  Hanover,  he  said,  that  was  a 
danger  but  of  eight  days  standing ;  for  a  forf  .light 
ago  no  one  dreamed  that  the  absence  of  the 
princess  Sophia  was  cause  of  danger  to  the  church. 
With  regard  to  the  occasional  conformity  biii^ 
that  matter  had  been  recently  canvassed,  and 
the  opinion  of  the  house  was  already  formed^ 
that  such  a  bi)l  would  not  prove  of  any  advantage 
or  security  to  the  church,  but  rather  tlie  reverse. 
Upou  the  wbole^  his  lordship  admitted  that  there 
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BOOK  V.  had  been  times  \vitliin  their  memory  when  the 
^'^TosT  church  might  be  said  to  be  in  danger that  kiag 
.  Charles  II.  was  strongly  suspected,  and  his  suc- 
cessor was  publicly  koown,  to  be  a  papist;  and 
jet  the  church  did  not  then  appear  to  be  appre- 
beosive  of  danger.  Oa  the  contrary^  those  pa- 
«  triots  who  endeavoured  to  keep  out  a  popish  suc- 
cessor >verc  perseculed  and  punished.  Nav,  when 
that  successor  came  to  the  crown,  and  the  clej^ 
\vcre  menared  wilh  the  terrors  of  the  high  com- 
mission, the  noble  lord  who  now  trembled  for  the 
safety  of  the  church  was  so  far  from  beii^g  then 
alarmed,  ^tUat  he  sat  as  one  of  the  judges  iuUiat 
very  court.  But  when  kin^^  William,  thegreai 
champion  of  the  protestant  n  ligion,  acceded  to 
the  crown,  the  cry  of  the  church's  danger  began 
' — upon  \vhat  ground  it  ^vas  hard  to  say.  The 
clamor  had  subsided  for  a  time  in  the  early  part 
of  the  queen's  reign  ;  but,  on  some  changes 
taking  place  in  the  ministry,  it  was  anew  vocifer- 
ated that  the  church  was  in  danger^an  assertion 
as  contrary  to  decency  as  to  truth.**  On  a  divi- 
*  sion,  it  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  61  to  30 
voices,  that  tlie  church  of  England,  as  by  law 
established,  which  was  rescued  from  the  extremest 
danger  by  king  William  III.  of  glorious  memory, 
is  now  in  a  most  safe  and  flourishing  condition^ 
&c."  And  the  resolution  of  the  lords  being  agreed 
to  by  the  coiumoas  on  a  division  of  212  to  loO 
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umces,  tin  address  to  the  same  eiTeet  was  presented  book  t« 

t/>  the  queen,  who  declared  her  s  itisfactioii  to  find  ^oeT* 
both  boujies  so  ready  to  join  with  hctr  in  putting 
a  stop  to  these  malicious  reports. 

The  upper  house  of  convocatioa  having  at  tlie  Proceed- 
mne  tune  prepared  an  address  to  the  throne  m  Convoqi. 
terms  of  loj  al  aiieciion,  and  expressing  their  iu- 
dignation  at  the  suggestion  that  the  church  was 
in  danger  under  her  majesty's  administration, 
the  lower  house  refused  either  to  concur,  or  to 
state  their  exceptions.  Much  wrangl  i  ng  alterca* 
tion  ensued,  which  terminated  in  a  secession  of 
about  oue-third  of  the  metubers  of  the  lower 
house.  At  length  the  queen  sent  a  l^ter  to  the 
archbishop,  dated  February  tiie  3.)th  (1703),  in  itos, 
which  she  expressed  her  surprise  that  the  differ- 
ences in  convocation  were  still  kept  up — and 
intimated  her  dislike  of  divisions  and  innovations. 
She  declared  her  resolution  to  maintain  her  su- 
premacy, and  the  due  subordination  of  presby- 
ters to  bishops  as  a  fundamental  part  of  the  ec- 
clesiastical constitution  ;  and  she  required  the 
archbishop,  after  coiumuuic4tiug  this  resolution 
to  the  bishops  and  clergy,  to  prorogue  the  convo- 
cation  to  such  time  as  appeared  most  convenient. 
This  letter  was  listened  to  with  the  utmost  chagrin 
by  the  high-church  party,  who  submitted  t(»  the 
prorogation  with  great  resentment  and  reluctance; 
as  a  violation  of  their  pretended  right  to  continue 
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BOOR  v.  tlieir  sitting  during  ilie  session  of  parliament.  The 

1706.    grievance^  fortunately,  was  of  short  duration.  On 
the  19th  of  March  ( 170(i)  the  queen  came  to  the 
•  house  of  peers,  and  \vith  many  gracious  expres- 
sions of  regard  put  an  end  to  the  session. 
Article*  of     According  to  the  powers  Tested  in'the  queen  hj 
of  Union  "'^  the  parliaments  of  England  and  Scoiiaadj  she 
^^'^     once  more  appointed  commissioners  on  each  side 
to  treat  upon  the  great  business  of  the  union  of 
the  kingdoms^  who  met  for  the  first  time  on  the 
I6th  of  April  1706>  at  Whitehall.   The  Scottish 
commissioners  had  entertained  the  ideaof  a  federal 
nniouj  like  that  of  the  United  Prorinces,  or  of  the 
cantons  of  Switzerland.     But  the  English  re- 
solved to  lose  no  time  in  the  examining  or  discuss- 
ing that  project^  having  previously  and  wisely 
determined  to  treat  only  concerning  an  incorpo-  • 
fating  unioUj  which  should  put  an  end  to  ail  dis- 
tinctions^ and  consolidate  all  national  interests. 
In  the  progress  of  the  negotiation^  the  queen 
twice,  made  her  personal  appearance  amongst 
them,  in  order  to  urge  and  exhort  the  speedy 
conclusion  of  the  treaty.    On  the  23d  of  July 
1706^  the  articles  of  the  union  being  fully  com- 
pleted and  agreed  upon,  were  in  form  presented 
to  the  queen^  at  which  she  expressed  the  highest 
satisfaction — declaring,  that  she  should  look  upon 
it  as  a  particular  happiness>  if  so  great  an  event 
could  be  accomplished  in  her  reign. 
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tt  wAs  generally  believed  that  lord  Som^rs  had  book  v. 
tihe  chief  share  in  framing  this  famous  treat j>  ^"milr 
\vhich  was  in  many  respects  highly  udvaatageous 
to-Seotland>  though  in  some  points  it  seemed  to 
derogate  from  her  national  dignity  and  indepeiul- 
ence.    When  four  shillings  in  the  pound  land*> 
tax,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  two  millions,  were 
levied  in  England,  Scotland  was  to  be  assessed  at 
the  rate  of  48,000/.  only.  On  the  other  handi  the 
peerage  of  Scotland  were  divested  of  their  privi-' 
lege  of  sitting  as  lords  of  parliament,  aud  the 
ivhole  body  was  in  future  to  be  represented  by 
sixteen  peers  elected  by  themselves ;  and  the  com- 
mons by  45  members  ehosen  by  the  country. 
Scotland  was  rendered  liable  to  the  same  duties  of 
custom  and  excise  with  England  ;  and  a  part  of 
these  being  mortgaged  for  the  payment  of  the 
principal  or  interest  oi  the  public  debt  of  England, 
the  sum  of  S98,00M.  was  paid  to  Scotland  as  an 
equivalent  for  her  share  of  the  same,  to  be  ap» 
plied  to  a  re-coinage  of  the  public  moneys,  to 
the  payment  of  the  Scottish  national  debt,  to  in- 
demnify the  Darien  company  for  their  losses,  in 
consideration  of  the  dissolution  of  the  same,  and 
the  encouragement  of  the  infant  manufactures  of 
the  kingdom.    Trade  was  to  be  free  all  over  the 
island,  and  to  the  plantations;  private  rights 
were  to  be  preserved;  aud  the  judicatories  and 
kws  of  Scotland  were  to  be  continued.  Finally^ 
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zoovi  V.  the  two  natious  were  to.  the  eud  of  time  to  con- 
^""Tto^  fltitute  ooe  kiagdoiD,  under  the  same  sacoeanoa 
to  the  crowB,  and  united  under  one  leg'islature. 
Tbere  was  no  provisioii  in  the  treaty  respecting 
religion-^agreeaUy  to  an  express  Unutaftion  in 
the  powers  granted  to  the  couimissLoaer&  by  the 
parlianients  of  both  kingdoms.  These  weie  the 
chief  and  leading  articles  of  this  nemorabk  treaty 
— the  lirst  of  the  kind  recorded  in  hi&tory ;  for 
there  never  was  at  any  time  or  .in  any  place  an 
example  of  two  sovereign  Lin^doms  incurporcUing^ 
themselves  in  such  a  manner."  These  are  the 
words  of  lord  Halifax,  in  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  court  of  ilanover  on  this  welcome  and  inter* 
esting  occasion.  It  now  remained  for  the  diacus- 
sion  and  rati  lie  at  ion  of  the  tw  o  legislatures, 
ranipa'i^  Ttic  sunuttcr  of  thc  year  1705  being:,  upon  the 
whole^  favorable  to  the  arms  of  France,  the  court 
of  Versaiiies  was  emboldened  at  the  opening  of 
the  present  campaign  to  resume  her  ancient  spirit 
of  military  t  ntcrprise ;  and  orders  were  sent  to 
M.  Villeroi  to  act  upon  the  offensiYe^  and  risque 
a  c^eneral  ens:a£rement.  In  consequence  of  these 
injunetions.  the  French  commauder  jmssed  the 
'Dyle,  behind  which  his  army  lay  strongly  en- 
trenched, and  took  a  -ecu re  post  at  Tiilemoiit  ; 
not  content  with  w  hich,  he  advanced  the  next 
day,  being  Whitsunday,  (May  12)  to  Ramillies> 
wher#  he  uuc\pectc^ij  ibunvlhij  farther  progress 
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ihipped:  by  the  English  general.    According  io  book  v« 
cverjr'  existing  account,  both  of  friends  and  foes,  ^^iToe!^ 
ind  particularly  of  M.  Feuquieres^lhat  great  au- 
thority on  military  subjects^  the  disposition  of  M. 
Yilleroi  on  this  occasion  was  grossly  deficient  in 
skill  and  judgment.    The  village  of  Ramillies,  Battle  of 
into  which  was  thrown  a  great  body  of  troops^  R«uU»«fc 
fifontcd  the  centre  of  the  French  infantry  ;  but 
without  any  precautious  of  defence^  and  at  such 
a  distance  from  the  line  as  to  render  it  incapable 
of  support.    The  left  wing  composed  of  cavalry, 
WiBs  coTered  by  the  Gheet  and  the  impassable 
marshes  that  bounded  it ;  the  troops,  therefore, 
could  neither  charge  the  enemy^  nor  be  charged 
fty  them.    The  right  extended  to  the  village  of 
Tanieres  on  the  banks  of  the  Mehaigne,  and 
ought'  tb  have  been  supported  by  it ;  but  the 
village  itself  was  guarded  by  one  regiment  only 
of  dragoons.    Theba^age^  instead  of  being  re- 
moved to  the  rear^  was  heaped  between  the  two 
lines,  and  materially  embarrassed  their  motions, 
He  duke  of  Marlborough  discerned  with  the  eye 
of  a  great  commander  the  manifold  and  palpable 
errors  of  his  adversary.    Perceiving  the  left  wing 
of  the  French  array  rendered  useless,  he  detached 
a  very  large  proportion  of  his  right  to  reinforce 
his  centre  and  left,  where  the  stress  of  the  battle 
imist  necessarily  lie.    During  this  grand  move- 
ment, M.  Yilleroi  vras  urged  to  adjusT  his'  order' 
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BOOK  V.  of  baUle  io  Ibiit  which  he  saw  the  enemy  forming; 

^"^l^Q^  M.  Gassion  Lieut.  General  in  paiacular  exclaim- 
ing- ;  Vous  etcs  perdu  si  vous  nc  changez  votre 
oi'dre  de  bataille:"  but  no  instances  could  pre- 
yail  upon  him  to  vary  his  first  disposition^  though 
five  hours  were  employed  in  the  necessary  evolu- 
tions on  the  part  of  the  allies.  The  event  wa$ 
such  as  might  be  expected  from  such  a  combina- 
ticii  of  obstinacy  aud  presumption.  The  troops 
posted  in  the  very  manner  the  enemy  could  wisb« 
having  no  confidence  iu  their  general^  and  over- 
powered by  numbers^  displayed  no  marks  of  spi- 
rit or  courac^.  In  a  short  time  all  was  rout  and 
consternation,  and  a  most  complete  victory  was 
obtained  with  inconsiderable  loss.  The  duke  of 
Marlborough  was  nevertheless  ex|josed  to  the 
utmost  personal  danger,  being  thrown  with  vio- 
lence from  his  horse  while  charging  at  the  head 
of  his  squadrong,  aud  with  difficulty  rescued  from 
the  enemy ;  alter  which,  a  cannon-ball  took  off 
the  bead  of  Colonel  Bringficld^  his  gentleman  of 
the  horse,  as  be  was  holding  the  du]|^*s  stirrup  to 
remount.  The  defeat  of  M.  Villeroi  was  equally 
disgraceful  and  disastrous,  lie  lost  his  whole 
train  of  actillery,  most  of  bis  baggage,  120 
*tandaids,  and  about  IS  or  20^000  men,  killed, 
wouuded,  prisoners,  or  deserters.  The  marecbal 
and  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  who  displayed  much 
persoual  courage  in  the  action,  with  the  broken 
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rcmainsof  their  armj,  continued  their  flight  be- book  v. 
yond  the  Dylc,  till  they  reached  Louvaine ;  where  ""^^Ijg]^ 
having  held  by  torch-light  in  the  market-place  a 
council  of  war,  they  resolved  to  abandon  that 
place^  and  retire  towards  Brussels :  whence  the 
elector  first  found  an  interval  of  leisure  to  an* 
Bounce  to  his  Most  Christian  Majesty  this  unfor- 
tunate event,  which  he  ascribes  to  a  fatalitj  be- 
yond example.  ^'  I  must  confess,"  says  he,  "  when 
I  consider  all  that  has  passed  in  this  great  action, 
1  do  not  comprehend  the  business  of  war.  The 
only  consolation  which  remains.  Sir,  in  my  mis- 
fortune, is,  that  I  have  done  nothing  contrary  to 
your  orders,  which  M. ,  Villeroi  cannot  but 
acknowledge/  as  well  as  all  the  officers  of  the 
army,  who  have  seen  me  expose  myself  as  much 
as  the  meanest  soldier." 

The  confusion  the  enemy  were  in  after  the 
battle,"  say  the  Dutch  deputies  in  their  letter  to 
the  States  General,  cannot  be  expressed ;  as  we 
are  informed  by  the  sieur  St.  Gravenmoer^  who 
was  an  eye-witness  thereof,  having  been  takien 
prisoner  when  the  enemy  broke  through  our  first 
line.  He  reports  that  the  elector,  notwithstand-* 
ing  his  great  courage,  and  the  bravery  he  dis- 
played in  the  battle,  could  not  forbear  to  melt  in 
tears  in  his  presence,  as  did  also  several  other 
generals.  In  short,  the  victory  is  complete.  We 
sbsill  on  Sunday  next  leiura  our  sotlema  thauks  to 
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BOOK  V  God  Almighty/'  The  consterAation  occationed 
i7oa.  by  this  great  victory  extended  itself  even  to 
Paris.  The  due  de  Yendomc  was  io  haste  recall- 
ed from  Italy  to  take  the  command  of  the  army 
in  Flanders  ;  and  M.  Vilieroi,  on  his  subsequent 
arrival  at  VersaiUei,  expected  to  be  received  with 
resentment  and  reproach  :  butLouis^  with  whom 
the  marechal  had  ever  been  a  peiional  fitvoritei 
gave  him  a  cordial  and  gracious  welcome,  saying 
only,  in  reference  to  the  late  events  Fortuo^ 
you  know,  M.  le  Due,  is  a  female,  and  you  and 
I  are  now  too  old  to  expect  her  tavors/' 

The  battle  4>f  Ramillies  was  succeeded  by  a 
general  revolution  in  the  Low  Countries.  The 
English  conunander  followed  the  dispersed  and 
disheartened  enemy  by  rapid  marches,  received 

Conquest  ott  tho  ^tb  of  May  the  submission  of  the  states 
of  Brabant,  w  ho  in  return  were  assured  in  the 
inost  sokom  manner  by  the  conqueror  that  no  in? 
firingement  should  be  made  on  their  ancient  rigfati 
|ind  privileges;  and  more  particularly  that  bis 
Catholic  Majesty  wouU  cause  to  be  renewed  and 
confirmed  the  concessions  contained  iu  the  famous 
charter  entitled  the  jayease  entrSe  of  Brabant, 
On  the  28th  the  duke  marched  in  great  military 
pomp  into  the  city  of  Brussels,  and  was  received 
with  all  the  external  demonstrations  of  joy.  Lou- 
vaine,  Mechliii,,  Ghent^  and  Bruges,  surrendered 
ra^the  first  summons ;    but  what/'  as  the  dub 
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of  Marlborougil  remarked  in  life  letter  to  ihc  book  v. 
States  of  June  the  3d,     was  still  more  surpris-  ^nofiT*- 
ing,  Oudenard  capitulated  on  the  mere  conditioii 
of  the  e^arrison  being  allowed  to  retire  to  Mous/* 
— The  hand  of  God/'  sajshe^    appears  Vistblj 
in  all  this^  strikii^  the  enemy  with  such  a  terror 
as  obliges  them  to  deliver  up  so  many  strong 
places  aod  large  countries  without  offering  the 
least  resistance."  Had  Condc,  Tiireone,  or  Lu\- 
embuigy  commanded  the  French  armies  at  this 
period^  instead  of  Villeroi  and  Boufflers^  this 
presumptuous  boast  would  probably  have  found 
no  place  in  history.    Two  leagues  from  Antwerp  surrendcr 
the  duke  was  met  by  the  bishop  and  clergy,  ac-  wcrp,&c. 
companied  by  the  magistracy  of  that  famous  city> 
wbo^  on  presenting  the  keys  of  it,  declared  that 
they  had  never  been  delivered  to  any  person  since 
the  gre^  duke  of  Parma.   The  marqtiis  of  Ter* 
racena,  grandee  of  Spain,  and  governor  of  Ant- 
werp^  declaring  for  king  Charles^  almost  the 
whrie  garrison^  consisting  of  six  French  and  six 
Spanish  battalions,  followed  his  example,  and  the 
stales  of  Flanders  formally  recognised  the  title  of 
that  monarch.    Courtray  was  taken  possession  of 
early  in  July^  and  the  elector  of  Bavaria^  who 
then  resided  at  Motis^  retreated  with  precipita- 
tion to  Valenciennes.    The  arrival  of  the  due  de 
Vendome  seemed  at  length  to  restore  something 
like  order^  and  to  re-animate  io  some  measUire 
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BOOK  V.  the  drooping  courage  of  the  FreDcb.  The  go- 
irernor  of  Dendermond  bad  the  merits  in  flie  midst 
of  the  general  constcniatioD,  to  declare,  in  answer 
to  the  summons  which  he  received,  that  he  hoped 
to  dc^^rrve  the  esteem  of  tlic  Enp^lish  commander 
by  discharging  his  duty,  and  the  trust  reposed  in 
him  ;  and  after  sustaining  a  blockade  of  three 
months,  he  did  not  at  last  surrender  till  besieged 
in  form  and  reduced  to  extremity. 

Capcureof  At  the  latter  end  of  June,  Ostend  was  invest- 
ed  by  veldt-marecnal  Auverquerque,  and  at  the 
same  time  attacked  on  the  side  of  the  ocean  bj 
an  English  squadron  coinmanded  hy  sir  Staflbrd 
Fairborne.  It  held  out  not  more  than  ten  daj^, 
and  four  days  only  after  the  batteries  were  open*- 
ed,  under  the  pusillanimous  direction  of  M.  de  la 
Mothe.  On  the  other  hand,  the  town  of  Menin 
disputed  all  the  etVorts  of  the  besie2;ers  with  ex- 
traordinary vigor.  The  saps  being  advanced  at 
far  as  the  salient  angles  of  the  counterscarp,  a 
most  fierce  and  bloody  action  took  place  on  the 
18th  of  August,  in  an  attempt  to  storm  the  co- 
vered way.  Several  mines  were  sprung  on  each 
'  side  witli  dreadful  slaughter,  but  a  lodgement 
was  at  length  made*  The  fortification  being 
now  reduced  to  a  heap  of  ruins,  and  the  garrison 
diminished  to  a  tliird  of  their  original  number,  the 
place  finally  capitulated,  after  an  investment  of 
twenty -two  d^ys,  the  bifLve  defenders  of  it  b^ipg 
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allowed  to  march  with  the  honors  of  war  through  book  v. 
the  breach.    The  campaiga  closed  with  the  siege  i7o6u 
and  capture  of  Aeth,  which  surrendered  on  the 
1st  of  October^  tlie  duke  of  Marlborough  ia  per- 
son commanding  the  covering  army. 

It  was  supposed  to  be  in  coutemplatioii  of  tlie 
English  general  to  attack  Mons  or  Charleroi; 
but  the  due  de  \'eadoiue  had  provided  both  those 
places  so  amply  against  a  siege^  that  it  was  deem- 
ed advisable  at  this  advanced  season  of  the  year, 
to  avoid  engaging  the  troops^  harassed  and  wea- 
.ried  with  service,  in  any  new  and  hazardous  en- 
icr prise :  and  leaving  the  aimv  under  the  com- 
mand of  JVI.  Auverquerque,  at  the  latter  «nd  of 
October  the  duke  of  Marlborough  repaired  by 
the  route  of  Brussels  and  Antwerp  to  tlic  Hague, 
and  thence  to  London^  being  in  every  place  re- 
ceived w  ith  triumph  and  acclamation.    The  iii« 
action  of  the  due  de  Vendome  had  been  highly 
.  distasteful  to  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  who  was  im- 
patient again  to  tempt  the  decision  of  fortune, 
though  to  him  she  had  been  almost  uniformly  ad- 
verse; but  the  w  isdom  of  the  new  general  dis- 
played itself  in  his  assiduous  and  successful  en- 
deavours to  restore  the  spirit  of  subordination 
and  discipline,  to  infuse  anew  into  the  troops  of 
.  France  that  confidence  and.  courage,  which,  ex- 
cept under  accidental  circumstances  of  depres- 
sion, had  ever  distinguished  tiie  soldiery  of  that 
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WX)K  V.  great  and  gallant  nation  ;  and  he  prepared  with 
1706.   firmness  aud  in  silence  the  means  of  arresting  the 
farther  proc^ess  of  the  confederate  arms. 

Pursuant  to  tiie  genci'al  plan  of  vigorous  of- 
fensive war  concerted  between  the  courts  of  Ver- 

STcjreof  Kailles  and  Madrid,  kins;  Plnii[>  assembled  a  great 
King  arm^  earijr  in  the  spring,  with  which^  on  being 
joined  by  the  French  auxiliaries  under  M.  de 
Tcssc,  he  appeared  suddenly  before  Barcelona, 
where  the  ri?al  monarch  kept  his  court,  and  in 
a  short  time  formed  the  investment  of  that  im- 
portant place  by  land,  while  the  count  de  Tou^ 
louse  blockaded  it  by  sea.  The  earl  of  Peter bo- 
itui^li,  who  flew  from  Valencia  lo  its  relief,  made 
incredible  eti'orts  to  save  this  capital.  He  main- 
tained his  post  upon  the  lulls  for  a  considerable 
time  with  about  2j00  men,  never  above  a  league 
«ertwo  from  the  enemy,  whom  he  kept  in  perpe- 
tual alarm.  But  this  was  merely  the  irregular 
warfare  of  a  daring  partisan ;  and  all  his  ej^er- 
tions  would  have  been  found  ultimately  unavail- 
ing, had  it  not  been  for  the  critical  arrival  of  the 
English  fleet  under  sir  John  Leake,  Ma^  the  8th, 

nUtd  hf  1706 ;  on  the  first  appearance  of  which  the  count 

MdJ^  de  loulouse  retired  to  Toulon :  aud  M.  de  Tesse, 
raising  the  siege  in  much  disordw,  retreated  with 
his  dispirited  and  well-nigh  ruiuL'd  army  beyond 
the  mountains.  An  almost  total  eclipse  of  the  sun, 
which  happened  on  that  day^  aflforded  occasion 
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for  much  sarcastic  and  much  superstitious  rcflcc-  book  v. 
tioQ — Uie  sun  being  the  chosen  device  of  the  ^""itq^ 
French  monarch,  whose  oslentaiious  motto  was 
"  Nec  pluribus  impar." 

The  earl  of  Peterborough  now  urged  the  ne^ 
cessity  of  immediately  proceeding  to  Madrid,  in 
order  to  form  a  junction  with  the  Portuguese 
lurmjr  under  the  marquis  Das  Minas  and  the  earl  ^^^^^^^^^ 
of  Galwa>,  who  findings  in  the  absence  of  tbeauke. 
king  and  his  braTe  Castilians,  few  obstacles  in 
their  way  from  the  small  force  left  under  the  duke 
of  Berwick,  after  capturing  the  towns  of  Alcan« 
tara  and  Cividad  Rodrigo,  had  marched  to  thai 
capita^  of  which  on  the  24th  of  June  they  took 
quiet  and  peaceable  possession.  The  decisive 
counsels  of  the  English  general,  happily  for 
Spain^  were  disregarded  by  the  archduke.  For 
reasons  which  doubtless  appeared  to  him  very  im- 
portant, though  it  is  now  difficult  to  ascertain 
them  with  precision^  Charles  lingered  near  three 
months  in  Catalonia  and  Arragon— 4;hus  allowing 
his  rival  full  time  to  recruit  his  shattered  forcei^ 
and  to  receive  additional  succours  from  France: 
and  on  his  re-approach  to'the  capital,  the  Portu-  *  * 
guese  army,  dispirited  by  inaction,  suspense,  and 
disappointment,  retreated  towards  Arra^on, 
where  they  at  length  formed  a  tardy  and  ineilbc- 
iual  junction  with  the  imperialists.  The  earl  of 
Selerborough,  enraged  to  perpeive  his  expostula^ 
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BOOK  V.  tions  fruitless^  and  the  golden  opportunity  lost, 

^^Jle^  and  resolving  not  to  act  in  subordination  to  the 
«arl  of  Galway^  withdiew  from  the  camp  in  high 
disgust;,  and  \vithout  leave  sailed  in  one  of  the 
queen's  ships  for  Genoa ;  his  pride  and  insolence 
causing  his  absence,  notwithstanding  the  acknow- 
ledged greatness  of  his  talents^  to  be  very  little 
tegretted.  The  chief  reason  assigned  for  the  fatal 
lapse  of  time  during  the  weeks  wasted  at  Sara- 
gossa>  was  the  inability  of  his  majesty  to  make 
bis  public  entry  into  Madrid  with  the  requisite 
'  magnificence ;  to  which  general  Stanhope  with 
warmth  replied,  "  that  kin^  William,  when  he 
made  bis  descent  upon  £ugland«  went  to  London  . 
attended  only  by  a  few  dragoons,  otherwise  he 
had  lost  bis  crown/'  The  success  of  the  cam- 
paign>  however>  .upon  the  whole  was  splendid. 
At  the  commencement  of  it^  king  Charles  wa« 
closely  besieged  in  Barcelona^  and  in  immi- 
nent danger  of  being  made  a  prisoner ;  but  it 
terminated  in  the  recovery  of  Catalonia^  the 
security  of  Valencia^  and  the  reduction  of  As* 
ragon. 

icmtarf      Daring  this  fortunate  year  the  success  of  the 

tkrm  in  allied  arms  in  Italy  was  scarcely  inferior  to  the 
uninterrupted  series  of  triumphs  they  had  expe- 
rienced in  Flanders.  The  duke  of  Savov,  who 
bad  acceded  to  the  grand  alliance  in  the  expecta* 
tion  of  being  powerfully  supported  b^them* 
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.peror>  seemed  abandoned  to  bis  fate>  which  his  book  v. 
resolution  and  courage  served  only  to  protract^  ^"TToeT^ 
bat  could  not  avert.  Overpowered  hy  llic  supe* 
rior  force  and  great  military  talents  of  his  anta- 
gonist,  he  was  at  length  reduced  to  take  refu£^e  in 
his  capital  of  Turin^  where^  on  the  recall  of  the 
due  de  Vendome,  he  was  elosely  besieged  bjr 
the  French  army  under  marcchal  de  Marsin^  and 
the  duke  of  Orleans,  nephew  of  Louis  XIV.  * 
The  imperial  court,  determining  to  make  one 
grand  eiibrt  efl'ectually  to  aid  the  duke  of  Savoj 
in  this  extremity^  directed  prince  Eugene  at  the 
head  of  a  powerful  army  to  march  to  the  relief 
of  Turin,  With  such,  ability  and  such  success 
did  that  celebrated  commander  execute  this  im- 
portant commission^  that,  after  surmounting  all 
the  numerous  diflBculties  which  obstructed  his 
junction  with  the  duke^,  and  passing  the  Adige 
and  the  Po  in  the  sight  of  the  due  de  Vendome,  victory « 
he  attacked  the  French  army  in  their  entrench- 
ments  before  Turin,  and  gained  a  most  glorious 
and  decisive  victory— the  unfortunate  marcchal 
Marsin  falling  iu  the  action.  The  duke  of  Or- 
leans, after  a^  great  display  of  penoiial  valour^ 
was  wounded  and  carried  off  the  field.  The  lines 
were  forced  in  all  quarters,  the  French  army  put 
completely  to  the  rout,  and  all  the  baggage, 
provisions,  ammunition,  and  military-chest,  fell 
ifdo  the  hands  of  the  conquerors.   This  evea( 
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BOOK  V.  was  quickly  followed  by  the  final  expulsion  of 
i70ib  the  French  from  Lombardy— ^  treaty  of  evacua- 
tion being  concluded  between  France  and  the 
emperor^  in  consequence  of  which  a  large  bddy 
of  troops  were  left  at  liberty  to  act  in  Spain  or 
elsewhere,  to  the  great  dissatisfaction  of  the  other 
powers  of  the  alliance. 

camnaign     Qu  thc  baulis  of  tlic  Rhine  alone,  where  M. 

on  tiie 

J^^Moft*  Villars  commaiuled  with  far  su|)(nior  strength 
against  the  prince  of  Baden,  did  fortune  seem 
disposed  to  be  more  favorable  to  France.  Nof 
only  were  the  imperialists  compelled  to  abandon 
the  posts  they  held  on  the  western  side  of  that 
great  river,  but  also  to  raise  the  siege  of  Fort 
Louis.  They  were  even  forced  from  the  lines 
they  occupied  al  IhiIiI,  near  StolhoflTcn,  famou? 
both  for  their  natural  and  artificial  strength. 
But  the  French  general  being  compelled  to  send 
*  large  rciniorcemeuts  to  the  due  de  Vcadomc 
after  the  battle  of  Ramillies,  the  circles  of  Suabia 
and  Franconia  were  by  this  revulsion  of  iiis  forces 
.  relieved  from  their  terrors  of  pillage  and  con* 
fribuiion. 

inidcb^  autumn  of  the  present  year  advancesr 

Francti^r  wcrc  made  on  thc  part  of  the  kins:  of  France, 
amazed  and  confounded  at  such  unheard-of  mis- 
fortunes, for  obtaining  peace.    The  elMor*  of 
Bavaria  wrote,  by  his  direction,  a  letter  to  the 
^  duke  of  Marlborough,  proposing  confbrenees  Xo 
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he.  held  for  that  purpose,  at  some  spot  between  book  r. 
the  two  camp?;,  and,  a(\er  the  separation  of  the  ijui,. 
two  armies,  at  any  place  between  Mons  and 
Brussels ;  in  which/'  says  his  electoral  hifi^h- 
ncss,  you,  sir,  with  whom  the  interests  of  Eng- 
land are  so  safely  entrusted,  the  deputies  which 
the  States  shall  please  to  nominate,  and  ^he  per- 
sons whom  the  king  of  France  shall  empower, 
may  begiu  to  treat  upon  so  important  aa  airair," 
*Ihe  duke,  after  transmitting  ttiis  letter  to  Eng- 
land, signified  in  terms  of  ^reat  coldness  and 
haughtiness,  that  he  was  commanded  by  the 
queen  bis  mistress  to  declare,  the  way  of  confiu^ 
cnces  proposed  by  the  elector,  without  mora 
psirticular  declarations  on  the  part  of  his  Most 
Christian  majesty,  does  not  seem  proper  for  ob- 
taining a  truly  solid  and  lasting  peace."  ^ffa» 
States  General  likewise  expressed  their  concur- 
rence in  the  same  sentiments.  Anxious  to  cutet 
into  a  negotiation,  the  king  of  France  next  ap- 
plied to  tlie  pope  to  interpose  his  good  oflice% 
and  left  it  to  the  arbitration  of  his  holiness  to 
satisfy  the  rights  and  demands  of  the  emperor- 
specifically  offering  the  Milanese,  Naples,  Sicily, 
and  Sardinia,  with  a  barrier  for  Holland  ;  all 
which  propositions  were  refused  with  disdain 
by  the  court  of  Vienna,  which  insisted  on 
nothing  lea.  than  4^e  dethronement  of  Philip> 
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^^1^^-  and  the  reoaociation  of  the  \vhok  Spanish  mo« 
1706.  narchy. 

The  domestic  aOairs  of  Great  Britain  still  con- 
tinued in  a  situation  truly  critical.  •  On  the  3d 

of  October  ITOG,  the  parliaiiunt  of  Scotland 
was  convened  for  the  last  time  at  Edinburgh,  the 
duke  of  Queensberry  openinii;'  the  session  as  high 
commissiouer  with  unusual  state  and  magnifi-* 
cence.  The  queen's  letter  contained  the  inter* 
esting  inforiuatiou  that  the  articles  of  the  treaty 
of  union  were  agreed  upon  by  the  commissioners 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  recommended 
their  adoption  in  the  strongest  tcnns  tliat  lan- 
^age  could  afford,  as  the  only  efiectual  way 
to  secure  their  present  and  future  happiness,  and 
to  disappoint  the  designs  of  her  and  their  enemies, 
who  would  doubtless  on  this  occasion  use  their 
utmost  endeavours  to  prevent  or  delay  this  uniou, 
which  must  so  much  contribute  to  her  glory  and 
the  happiness  of  her  people." 

Undoubtedly  the  accomplishment  of  this  treaty 
was  the  final  and  death  blow  to  the  hopes  of  the 
court  of  St.  Gerniaine  s :  yet  still  the  fond  and 
delusive  idea  was  cherished,  that  the  English  mi- 
nisters entertained  amicahle  intentions  respecting* 
the  exiled  family,  liord  Caryl,  a  nobleman  who 
with  very  inferior  talents  had  lately  superseded 
the  earl  of  Middieton,  now  aged  and  infirm,  in 
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the  chief  direction  of  affairs^  expresses  himself,  book  v. 
July  i706>    glad  at  heArt"  on  receiving  the  iiir  ""yiS!^ 
teiligeuce  transmitted  to  him  respecting the 
good  humour  aod  fair  prefettions  of  lord  Godoi- 
phin" — ^wfao  covld  mean  nothing  more  at  this  pe- 
riod, than  to  amuse  and  deceive.     When  the  Delusive 
treaty  was  actually  before  the  Scottish  parliament  ^owc 
he  is  sliil  of  opioion,     that  a  good  construction  m^S%, 
ttiay  possibly  be  made  of  the  intentions  of  Marl- 
borough aiid  Godolphin)  though  he  acknow- 
ledges them  to  be  so  full  of  mystery  in  their  deal- 
ings, that  it  is  hard  to  judge  of  their  designs*." 
And  in  subsequent  letters  his  hopes  aud  fears 
seem  alternately  to  preponderatCi  and  his  mind  to 
braver  in  anxious  uncertainty.    The  object,  nO 
doubt,  of  these  2:reat  leaders  was  to  persuade  - 
the  cdurt  of  St.  Germaine's  that  their  interest 
was  consulted,  or  at  least  not  sacrificed,  by  the 
Union,'  in  order  to  obtain  the  acquiescence^  per- 
haps the  supporti  of  the  Jacobite  party  in  that 
measure. ' 

The  French  king,  pressed  on  all  sides  by  the 
victorious  arms  of  the  allies,  shewed  no  inclina-^ 
tion,  and  even  declared  his  total  inability  for  the 
.  present  to  engage  in  any  hostile  enterprise  against 
Britain.  All  that  the  court  of  St.  Germaine's 
therefore  eouM  do  in  thess  circumstances,  was  to 

0 
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BOOK  V.  send  over  to  Scotland,  in  compliance  >*  itli  the  re- 
1706.  commeiidatioii  of  M.  Chamillart  the  French  mi- 
nister, colonel  Hooke,  a  man  of  sense  and  ex- 
perience, "  to  acquire  on  the  spot  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  the  state  of  things."  The  colonel  was 
furnished  hy  the  two  courts  of  St.  Germainc's  and 
coinnoi  VersaiUes  with  ample  instructions,  and  a  formal 
Ncgotia*  declaration  on  the  part  of  the  former,  to  be 
sootUnd.  publibhed  at  the  proper  period^  piociainuiiir 
"  the  resolution  of  his  majesty  king  James  Vlli. 
to  repair  to  his  kingdom  of  Scotland  in  order  lo 
assert  his  undoubted  right,  and  to  deliver  all  his 
^ood  subjects  from  the  Ofipression  and  tvrannj 
they  had  groaned  under  for  above  eighteen  ^  ears 
past."  And  the  colonel  was  expressly  authorised 
and  commissioned  to  represent  to  them  tlie  ne- 
cessity of  laying  hold  of  this  opportunity  of  vin- 
dicating the  sovereign's  right,  and  their  own  pri- 
vileges and  independciuy,  which,  if  neglected, 
may  never  be  retrieved."  But  iu  the  paper  signed 
by  M.Chamillartitis  ''particularly  recommended 
to  col.  Ilooke,  not  to  engage  his  Most  Christiaa 
majesty  in  expences  which  he  cannot  conveniently 
support,  nor  to  give  them  any  room  to  hope  for 
more  than  he  can  furnish*."  Upon  tlie  whole, 
the  Jacobite  faction,  little  influenced  by  the  arti- 
fices of  lord  Godulphin,  who,  sincere  and  upright 

*  MacpjienoD*!  Fspors,  vol.  ii«  p.  80. 
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hy  nature,  was  tempted  and  almost  compelled  by  book  v. 
circumstaaces  to  act  an  iosidious  and  <mitiilff§  ^^70?^ 
part,  determined  to  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost 
in  opposition  to  the  treaty  of  union  ;  and  in  this 
design  they  were^  from  motives  very  difierent,  se- 
conded by  the  old  republican  party,  headed  by 
Fletcher  of  Saltouii.  On  the  other  haod^  the 
marquis  of  Tweeddale,  and  those  who  adhered  to 
that  distinguished  nobleman,  notwithstanding 
their  recent  dismission  from  office^  still  preserved 
a  good  understanding  with  the  court ;  and,  per- 
cei  vi  n  g  matters  had  arrived  at  a  crisis,  they  probably 
thought  that  they  consulted  the  welfiire  of  their 
country,  as  well  as  their  private  interest,  in  throw- 
ing their  whole  weight  into  the  scale  of  gOYem-<  - ; 
ment  accommodating  their  own  abstract  views 
and  sentiments  to  actual  circumstances ;  and,  in 
conformity  to  a  primary  axiom  of  political  wis- 
dom, choosing  the  best  of  those  alternatives  which 
were  practicable. 

The  leaden  of  the  Jacobites  were  the  dukes  of 
Hamilton,  Gordon,  and  Athol,  the  marquis  of 
Annandale»  the  earls  of  Errol,  Mareschal,  and 
Belhaven,  &c.  Of  these  the  duke  of  Hamilton 
was  universally  .considered  as  the  chief  in  point 
of  power,  influence,  and  popularity  ;  and,  being 
descended  by  the  female  line  from  the  house  of 
Stuart,  to  which  the  house  of  Hamilton  was  re-* 
girded  in  Scotland  as  next  in  the  order  of  suc-^ 
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BOOCV.  cenion,  a  frleani  of  tojbHj  opened  apov  bis 
'^iToST^  miad,  aud  he  was  suspected^  not  without  rea- 
wom,  of  m^pirinf^  to  the  Ttcani  throne,  if  by  bbj 

means  the  claims  of  the  rival  courts  of  St.  Ger- 
mainc's  aud  Uanovcr  could  be  superseded.  He 
Aspirin;   hmA,  howevor,  much  at  stake ;  and  being  at  length 
decdtfur    reluctantly  convinced  of  the  vanity  of  his  own 
D^keof  pieleMions>  he  began  to  listen  to  the  secret  otct- 
"""^  torn  of  the  English  ministry  ;  and  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session  it  is  probable 
be  had  already  determined  to  abandon  his  partj 
i^henever  his  interest  should  prompt.    From  the 
tenor  of  colonel  llooke's  instructions^  it  appears 
that  the  lords  Middleton  and  Caryl  placed  no  ne- 
liancc  upon  him,  and  that  his  duplicity  was  aU 
ready  detected.    This  is  abundantly  confirmed 
hi  the  curious  narratiye,  subsequently  published 
in  France,  of  colonel  Hooke's  negotiations  in 
Scotland^  with  the  original  authorities  annexed* 
On  liis  first  arrival,  the  duke  sent  to  the  colonel, 
desiring  to  know     whether  he  was  not  ordered 
to  offer  him  some  personal  advantages,  and  what 
those  advantages  were."   Lord  Errol  said^  "'^that 
the  duke  of  Hamilton's  conduct  was  impenetrar 
ble  ;  and  advised  colonel  Hooke  to  conceal  from 
•  him  all  that  be  transacted  with  ilie  other  lords." 
I  saw/'  says  the  colonel,     the  nation  ready  to 
come  to  the  labt  extremities  to  prevent  the  union ; 
thai  tiley  only  waited  for  a  leader ;  that  the  dabs 
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•f  Hjunilton  wanted  them  aot  to  Uuiik  of  the 
king  of  Ei^laiid,  by  penoodiag  theoi  thot  tko 
king  of  France  neither  liad  an  inclination  uur  an 
ability  to  anil  that  priace;  and  the  deijpair  of 
the  peopk  aagimting  oTerj  day,  tha  dtifce  might 
flatter  himself  that  they  would  at  length  address 
ttifwilffn  to  faioL  It  appears  to  ane,  diat  if  he 
wa«  not  gaiued  over  by  the  court  of  London^  he 
could faa?e  no  other  views*/*  Also  ioa  memorial 
of  the  laird  of  Kerriand,  a  principal  leader  of  the 
presb^-terians  in  the  west,  who  in  the  present  na« 
tiaaal  infatmitiop  had  fiiigotten  the  oppmsioni 
thev  liad  formerlv  suftercd  under  the  dominion  of 

ml  ^ 

the  perfidions  and  tjrannicraoeof  SrcAnr,  itap* 
pears  that  application  had  been  asado  bf  them  to 

the  duke  of  liamilton  foe  permission  "  to  take 
arass^  and  disperse  the  pariiament;  and  that  the 
duke  had  charged  theoi  *  not  to  ^//r' — which  thev 
obejed  with  great  regret. — That  shoctlj  al^  the 
lairdof  Nidi7,oftiieha«seof  Hamillan,  hadin« 
sinuated  to  them,  that,  the  king  being  abandoned 
bj  Franee^  it  was  necessary  to  looiL  tor  other 
means  of  delivering  their  country— *aud  then  pro-- 
posed  to  them  to  ofier  the  crown  (o  the  duke  of 
Haasilton  that  Oej  v^ted  this  propeeitian^ 
well  knowing  the  rest  of  the  nation  would  iie\er 
OOMsd  to  it.  "  Colonel  tiooke^  after  what  ho 
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jBOMv.  SAW  and  beards  no  longer  thooght  it  of  me  to 

4706.  keep  any  measures  with  the  duke.  On  receiving 
a  frivolous  and  futile  message  from  bim  by  lofd 
Kilsyth,  ''to  inform  the  king,  that uotliing could 
(Contribute  so  much  to  bis  service  as  the  gaining 
of  lord  Marlborough  and  lord  Godolphin/*  he 
answered,  that  he  was  not  come  to  ScoUandto 
•A  tbe  duke  of  Hamilton's  advioe  about  ihe 
king's  aflfairs — ^that  his  majesty  did  not  want  it — 
that  the  duke  did  not  deal  fairly-^^^bat  be  used 
tricks  unbecoming  a  person  of  his  character — that 
be  pretended  to  want  to  treaty  but  did  not  take 
measures  for  it— 4;bat  he  was  tired  of  all  his  shuf-* 
fling  evasions ;  and  that^  if  he  would  not  do  any 
thing,  be  should  perhaps  find  means  to  saye 
Scotland  without  him*." 

That  dangerous  clause  in  the  act  of  security^ 
authorising  all  the  protestant  heritors  and  the 
burghers  to  provide  arms^  and  to  discipline  and 
exercise  tbeir  fencible  men,  was  suspended  by  the 
Scottish  parliamejit  at  the  commencement  of  the 
treaty  of  unjon^  and  tbe  lieges  were  prohibited 
from  assembling  on  ^ny  pretence  during  the  ses- 
sion ;— a  wise  and  necessary  measure,  by  which 
the  chieftains,  who  were  adverse  to  the  union, 
and  preparing  force  to  oppose  it,  were  suddenly 
»nd  effectually  rjestrained.    Th^  duke  of  Queens 
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hmj  discovrnd  aho  much  poliiieal  dexterity  aod  book 

address  in  f^ining;  over  the  leaders  of  the  Came-  ^""^^^^ 
rooiaos,  and  other  disafi'ected  claii8>  v/ho,  as  we 
are  assured,  were  secretly  permitted  by  him  to 
indulge  in  various  excesses^  in  order  to  keep  up 
the  delusion  of  a  serious  opposition;  such  a3 
burning  the  articles  of  the  uuiou  at  the  market* 
cross  of  Dumfries,  and  even  demolishing  some 
houses  of  the  unionists  in  that  quarter ;  after 
which  they  dispersed  and  retired  to  their  respect^ 
ire  homes*. 

The  debates  of  the  Scottish  parliament  on  this  Articles  of 
great  and  solenm  occasion  were,  in  respect  both  mJiISl^ 
of  argument  and  eloquence,  equal  perhaps  to 
dieie  of  any  public  assembly  whose  transactions 
have  been  the  subject  of  historic  regard.  Every 
coosideratipn  of  honour,  interest  and  safety,  which 
can  tonch  the  human  heart,  or  awaken  the  dor* 
maut  passions  of  the  soul,  was  urged  by  the 
members  in  opposition  to  deter  the  house  from 
the  adoption  of  this  fatal  project.  Fletcher  of 
Saltonn,  with  all  the  energy  of  Roman  patriotism, 
declared,  "  that  the  nation  was  betraved  by 
the  commissioners and  when  vehemently  called 
upon  for  an  explanation,  he  persisted  in  his  charge 
alleging,  that  he  could  hnd  no  other  word  than 
TRBACHBEV  to  ozprcss  his  idcas  of  their  conduct^ 
It  was  harsh  indeed,  but  it  was  truth ;  and,  if  the 

*  LocKBABT — ^Someayille's  Hiitonj,  p.  220. 
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BOOK  V.  bouse  tkought  him  guSty  of  any  oflfence  in  niak* 

1706.  i"?  i>se  of  this  expression,  he  declared  himself 
iH^iiliDg  to  submit  to  their  censure."  A  vote  of 
censure,  however^  no  one  dared  to  more.  AaA 

gp««ch  of  lord  Belhaven,  in  a  speech  yet  famous  in  Scot-^ 

Lord  Bel-  *^ 

hMwtn.     land,  depictured  with  most  impressive  imagery 

Caledonia  as  sitting  in  the  mid&t  of  the  senate 
looking  indignantly  around  her>  and  covemg 
herself  with  her  royal  robe,  attending  the  fatal 
blowj  breathing  out  with  tender  and  passionate 
emotion  the  exclamation,  Et  tu  quoqu3,  mi 
fili!" — ^'  I  see^"  said  this  animated  orator,  a 
free  and  independent  kingdom  tamely  lesigning 
that  which  has  ever  been  considered  amongst  na-r 
tions  as  the  prize  most  worthy  of  contentionf-Ha 
power  to  manage  and  conduct  their  own  aC'airs, 
without  any  foreign  interference  or  control.  Wn 
are  the  successors  <of  those  who  founded  our  mo- 
parchj,  framed  our  laws^  and  who,  during  the 
space  of  2000  years,  have  handed  them  down  to 
us  with  the  hazard  of  their  lives  and  fortunes. 
Shall  we  not  then  zealously  plead  for  those  ri^ts 
which  our  renowned  progenitors  so  dearly  pur* 
chased  ?  Shall  we  hold  omr  peac^^  when  our  coun- 
try is  in  danger?  God  forbid! — England  is  a 
great  and  glorious  nation.  Her  armies  are  nur 
merous,  powerftil,  and  victorious ;  ber  tropbicB 
splen(iid  and  memorable;  she  disposes  of  the 
fate  of  kingdoms ;  her  navy  is  the  terrot  of  £u- 
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#ope ;  Uer  trade  and  commerce  eiiciicle  the  globe ;  book  v. 
and  her  capitml  is  the  emporium  of  the  universe.  |«^o0^ 
But  we  are  a  poor  aud  obscure  people,  in  a 
remote  corner  of  the  worlds  without  nwe*  withr 
outallianoes^  without  treasures.  What  hinders 
us  tben  tq  lay  aside  our  divisions,  to  unite  cor- 
dially and  heartilj>  when  that  libertj  which  is 
alone  our  boast,  when  our  all,  our  very  exist- 
ence as  a  nation,  is  at  stake  ?  The  enemy  is  at 
our  gates.  Soon  will  he  subvert  this  ancient  and 
royal  throne,  aud  seize  these  regalia,  tbe  sacred 
symbob  of  our  liberty  and  independence.  Where 
are  our  peers  and  our  chieftains  f  Where  are  the 
lianultons,  the  Douglases,  tile  JNIurravs,  and 
the  Campbells  ?  Will  posterity  believe  that  such 
names  yet  existed,  when  the  nation  \vas  reduced 
to  this  last  extremity  of  degradation,  and  that 
thej  were  not  eager  in  such  a  cause  to  devote 
themselves  for  their  country,  and  die  in  the  bed 
of  honor  ?  My  heart,"  said  this  noble  patriot; 
"  is  full  of  grief  and  indignation,  when  I  con- 
sider the  triumph  obtained  by  £agland,  which 
has  at  length  brought  under  subjection  this 
fierce  and  warlike  people,  who  for  so  many  ages 
shed  the  best  blood  of  tbe  nation  to  establish 
their  independency.  It  is  superfluous,  added 
he,  to  enter  into  a  formal  examination  of  the 
articles  of  this  treaty  ;  for  though  we  should  evcu  - 
receive  a  cai  U  hlandie  liom  England,  what  is 
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BOOK  V.  this  in  exchange  for  our  BOTereignty  ?    But  does 

ipoe,  pretended  union  amount  to  poli- 

tical ^nihilatiou  ?  I  see  the  English  coostitu- 
tion  remaining  firm— the  same  two  houses  of 
parliament^  the  same  municipal  laws^  the,  same 
/commercial  companies^  the  same  courts  of  judi- 
cature ;  Mliile  we  make  an  ignominious  and  en- 
tire surrender  of  our  national  polity^  our  rights, 
our  liberties,  our.  honor,  and  our  safety/' 

These  were  the  sentiments  bv  \vhich  the  Scot- 
tish  nation  was  almost  umversaUy  actuated^  and 
by  which  a  irenerous  and  hii!:h-spirited  people 
could  not  fail  of  being  at  such  a  crisis  verv  pow- 
erfully impressed.  The  speech  of  lord  Belhsyen 
drew  tears  of  anger  and  disdain  from  his  audi- 
tors. And  it  was  in  vain  that  a  few  disinter- 
ested and  dispassionate  patriots,  who  from  prin- 
ciple  acted  in  conjunction  with  the  numerous 
band  of  courtiers,  placemen,  and  pensioners,  who 
composed  a  majority  of  the  parliament,  forcibly 
urged  the  great  and  solid  advantages  which  must 
resuH  from  this  union.  That  the  actual  situa- 
tion of  Scotland  in  a  political  view/*  said  one  of 
or  seattm  commissioucrs— Mr.  Seatonof  Pittraedden — 
ofpittmed.  addressed  the  house  on  this  occasion,  "is 
disadvantageous  and  ineligible,  no  one  will  ven- 
ture to  deny.  Two  kingdoms  subject  to  one  sove- 
reign, and  having  separate  interests,  must  be 
liable  to  endless  emulations  and  jealousies ;  and 
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the  monarch  will>  whenever  these  interests  come^  book  v. 
or  are  supposed  to  come^  in  competition^  be  ijon, 
obliged  to  decide  in  favor  of  the  more  power- 
ful kingdom.    And  the  greater  the  disparity  of 
power  and  riches^  the  greater  and  more  manifest 
veill  be  the  partiality — ^as  the  experience  of  a 
whole  century  has  too  &tally  evinced.    But  to 
aim  at  an  absolute  separation  of  the  British 
crowns  would  be  a  rash  and  romantic  project 
If  in  former  ^;es  the  Scots  were  scarcely  ab1e« 
with  the  most  heroic  exertions,  to  maintain  their 
independency,  bow  could  it  be  inugioed  possible 
now  that  England  had  acquired  such  an  imnieiise 
preponderance  in  the  scale  of  power  ?  Were  they 
to  seek  for  refuge  or  security  in  the  revival  of 
the  ancient  league  with  France,  this  would  of  it- 
self be  a  virtual  declaration  of  hostility  against 
England,  and  probably  accelerate  that  catastro- 
phe which  it  was  its  professed  object  to  avert  The 
policy  of  Europe  would  undoubtedly  prevent  any 
eiiectuai  interference  of  France  in  their  behalf,  in 
opposition  to  England^  the  great  bulwark  of  the 
liberties  of  Christendom.    By  an  entire  separa- 
tion from  Englaud>  the  internal  tranquillity  and 
domestic  order  of  the  state  would  be  also  immi- 
DQutly  endangered.    Is  the  nation  prepared  for 
the  reception  of  a  new  system  of  laws  and  juris- 
prudence?   Or  shall  we  revert  to  that  Gothic 
constitution  of  goveriiment^  adapted  to  the  rude 
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^ooK  V.  and  barbarous  mannen  of  our  ancestora^  and  pro* 
^joQ,  ductile  of  perpetual  feuds  and  implacable  anime* 
siiies — of  devastation^  outrage^  and  anarchy ;  and 
which,  previous  to  the  union  of  the  two  crowns, 
we  know  the  executive  power  did  not  possess 
energy  sufficient  to  repress  ?  If,  then,  the  con- 
nection with  England  cannot  be  safely  dissolved, 
and  if  the  political  relation  in  which  we  now 
stand  as  to  that  country  is  the  subject  of  just 
and  grievous  complaint,  what  remains  but  to 
forma  permanent  union  of  the  two  kingdoms, 
as  well  as  of  the  two  crowns,  on  termtf  of  re- 
ciprocal amity  and  advantage?  Of  the  necessity 
and  expediency  of  a  firm  and  durable  union  we 
profess  indeed  an  almost  unanimous  conviction : 
but  then  it  is  a  federal  and  not  an  incorporative 
Union,  for  which  many  of  our  countrymeji  en- 
tertain a  zealous  and  invincil)lc  predilection.  But 
this  is  not  the  union  which  England  oilers  to  our 
acceptance,  or  which  she  will  herself  accept.  A 
federal  union  w  ould  be  productive  of  no  advan* 
tagOi  would  remedy  no  evil.  And  where  is  the 
guarantee  for  the  observance  of  the  articles  of  a 
federal  compact  between  two  nations^  one  of 
which  is  so  much  superior  to  the  other  in  riches, 
power,  and  population  ?  History  deuionbtrutes 
that  incorporative  unions,  such  as  the  kingdoms 
included  in  the  monarchy  of  Spain  aflbrd  an  ex- 
ample q{j  are  solid  and  permanent ;  but  that 
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federal  union  is  a  weak  and  precarious  bond  of  ^^JJ^,^ 
cooneGtion,  easily  dissolved  by  inleresi  or  am-  1706. 
biiion.  Sweden  and  Denmark  were  once  united 
t>y  a  federal  compact — But.were  peace  aud  con- 
cord tbe  result  of  tbis  compact }  No-^it'was  the 
parent  of  strife,  of  enmity,  and  oppression;  and 
it  tenniiiated  in  scenes  of  blood  and  slaugbter^ 
and  in  everlasting  separation.  Let  us  not  then 
amuse  ourselves  with  words  instead  of  things. 
By  an  union  of  kingdoms,  I  acknowledge  I  com- 
prehend nothing  short  of  an  union  of  power,  of 
government^  and  of  interest.  Till  both  nations 
are  thus  incorporated  into  one,  England  will  nei- 
ther extend  to  us  the  benefits  of  her  commerce, 
nor  the  protection  of  her  arms.  By  this  miioi^ 
Scotland  will  be  put  into  the  immediate  posses- 
sion of  advantages  to  which  she  could  never, 
otherwise  attain.  The  sources  of  prosperity  will 
be  opened  to  her  view^  and  placed  within  her 
reach.  We  shall  have  ample  scope  for  the  exer- 
cise of  our  national  industry  infill  its  branches. 
To  the  vain  ambition  of  independence,  to  the 
mere  delusive  phantom  of  royalty,  will  succeed 
the  flourishing  arts  of  peace  ;  and  Scotland  will, 
by  a  policy  founded  on  true  wisdom,  acquire  tiiat 
security  and  happiness  which  form  the  great  and 
genuine  end  of  government.  We  shall,  with  a 
just  increase  of  confidence,  see  our  libertf,  pro- 
perty, and  religion,  placed  under  the  guardian 
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JBooK  V.  care  and  protection  of  one  sovereign  and  one 
1706.  Icgbiature :  and  e?ery  branch  of  the  empire, 
every  part  of  the  body  politic,  be  it  ever  so  re- 
mote from  the  seat  of  government,  will  parti^ 
cipate.in  the  wiiTersal  prosperity,  under  the  be* 
neficial  influence  of  the  same  equitable  and  li- 
beral system  of  polity,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  same  civil  rights  and  commercial  advantages> 
in  proportion  to  the  value  of  its  natural  pro- 
ducts, and  the  vigour  and  perseverance  of  iU 
Wn  laudable  and  voluntary  exertions.'* 

Notwithstanding  the  good  sense  and  political 
rectitude  of  these  reasonings,  such  was  the  vio* 
lence  with  which  the  treaty  of  union  was  op- 
posed in  the  Scottish  parliament,  and  such  the 
eommotion  which  it  excited  in.  the  kingdom, 
that  the  duke  of  Queensbcrry,  high  commis- 

dt!!!t'^<^''the  ^^^'^^^  absolutely  despaired  of  success,  and  was 
^JJ^^  desirous  of  adjourning  the  parliament,  till  by 
buiy.  time  and  management  he  should  be  abie  to  ob- 
viate those  formidable  difficulties.  But  the  lord 
treasurer  Godolphin,  who  saw  that  the  measure 
would  be  lost  by  delay,  urged  him  to  persist  in 
his  exertions ;  which  were  at  length  crow  ued  with 
success.  By  great  personal  address,  and  a  pe- 
culiar talent  of  accommodation  to  tlie  tempers 
and  interests  of  leading  men,  he  obtained  their 
support,  or  repressed  their  virulence.  He  was 
indefatigable  in  procuring  intelligence  of  the 
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measures  concerted  by  the  adversaries  of  the  book  v. 
union,  and  in  counteracting  their  designs ;  he  ^^i7o&^ 
never  suffered  the  great  business  entrusted  in  his 
hands  to  pause  or  to  langiiisli  ;  and  the  entire 
confidence  placed  in  him  by  lord  Godolphin  was 
fully  justified  by  tlie  wisdom  and  fortitude  he 
displayed  in  a  situation  tiian  which  few  can  be 
conceived  of  greater  dilRcuity*.    The.  duke  of 
Atbol^  and  the  opposition  in  g(>neral^  had  re- 
solved to  have  recourse  to  a  forcible  dissolution 
of  parliament :  but  their  desii^ns  were  rendered 
abortive  by  the  irresolution  or  treachery  of  Ha« 
milton;  for  though  the  language  of  this  great, 
and  popular  nobleman  in  parliament  was  ex^- 
tremely  vehement^  his  conduct  was  altogether  in* 
consequential  and  indecisive.    After  urging  the 
party  in  opposition    not  to  look  back  upon  what 
might  have  been  done  amiss^  but  now  at  last  to 
unite  their  efforts  to  save  the  nation,  which  stood 
on  the  brink  of  ruin/'  he  proposed  at  a  general 
meeting  a  daring  protestation  against  the  union, 
"  which/'  he  said^     if  the  English  did  not  de- 
sist from  prosecuting,  they  must  have  recourse  to 
ARM?,  and  call  over  the  king."    All  who  were 
present  expressed  their  cQUCurreuce;  and  a  day 
being  fixed  for  presenting  the  protestation,  the 
duke  pretended  to  be  taken  ill.    But  in  couse- 

^  5oMBKVil.LS'8  Hutoty  of  Queen  Anne,  4to.  p.  224, 
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BOOK  V.  qucnco  of  (lie  rxpostiilalions  of  his  friends  on  hii 
^'lyS!^  ambiguous  aud  iluctuaiing  conduct,  so  nearlj 
'  resembling  that  of  his  grandfather  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  I.  he  was  prevailed  upon  to  go  to  tlie 
parliament^house ;  but  being  there  seized  with 
another  paro:^ ysm  of  terror,  he  absolutely  refused 
to  present  the  protestation,  and  promised  onljf 
to  be  the  first  adherer.  The  duke  of  Athol  there- 
fore undertook  the  oflice  of  presentation  :  and 
on  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  being  read,  and 
the  question  being  put  "  Approve  or  irot  ?'*  that 
nobleman  delivered  the  protest,  declaring  ait 
incorporating  union  of  the  two  nations  to  be  con-* 
trary  to  the  honour,  interest,  and  fundamental 
laws  and  constitution  of  Scotland;  and  in  partt*- 
cular  to  the  act  of  theSth  of  James  Vf.  by  which 
it  is  ordained  that  none  of  the  lieges  presume  to 
impugn  the  dignity  and  authority  of  tiie  three 
estates  of  parliament ;  and  also  to  the  act  of  the 
1st  of  her  present  majesty,  by  which  it  is  declared 
high  treason  by  any  open  act  or  deed  to  alter  or 
innovate  the  claim  of  righi^." 

«  • 

*  Sir  John  Clerk,  at  this  time  a  member  of  the  Scottish 
parliament,  anti  much  iiithe  contiJence  of  the  tliike  of  Queens- 
berry,  in  reference  to  Lockliart's  account  oi  die  duke  of  Ha- 
milton's eloquent  speech  against  an  incorporating  union,  <h- 
serves:  "  This  speech  was  indeed  very  handsomdy  eat* 
pressed,  and  a  great  aaaaj  more  to  the  same  purpose :  and 
yet,  in  all  this^  he  pln}'ed  the  mquntebank  entirely ;  for  si  Iht 
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The  conuiuinoiiBrs  had  been  ezpresaly  restraia-  book  v. 

ed  by  their  instructions  from  treating  on  the  sub-  i70i. 
Ject  of  religioa — ^this  .being  a  matter  of  sueh  Jiigh 
import^  tbat  it  was  deemed  proper  to  rete  it 
altogether  to  the  wisdom  of  parliament.  Aii  act 
was  accordingly  prepared  for  securing  the  pres*^ 
byterian  government  of  the  church  of  Scotland^ 
which^  in  the  hope  of  throwing  an  additional  oh* 
stacle  in  the  way  of  the  union,  the  disaflGscted 
episcopal  and  Jacobite  pai  ty  contributed  all  their 
influence  to  render  as  strong  and  pointed  as  pos* 
sible :  and  it  was  declared  an  essential  part  of  the 
act  of  union^  to  be  subsequently  ratihed  by  tb^ 
English  parliament ;  which^  to  the  chagrin  and 
surprise  of  the  faction  ia  Scotland^  the  whigs  of 
England,  careless  of  the  interests  of  Scottish 
episcopacy,  hesitated  not  in  the  sequel  to  comply 
with.  But,  exclusive  of  the  methods  used  to 
allay  the  popular  resentment,  and  the  sacrifices 
made  to  national  prejudice^  other  means  were 
adopted  to  facilitate  the  final  passing  of  the  act 
of  union.  By  the  report  of  the  commissioners  of 
public  accounts,  delivered  in  sonic  years  after 
this  time,  it  appears  that  the  sum  of  20,0001.  and 
upwards  was  reuiiitcd  at  the  present  juncture  to 

same  time  that  he  was  cabal  ling  at  the  hend  of  the  tory  side,  he 
was  in  secret  with  the  duke  ot  Queensbeix/  ever/  night,  or  at 
kast  two  or  three  times  ia  a  week." 

Somirtillb's  Hiftory  of  Queen  Anne,  p.  21B» 
VOL.  II.  Y 
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BOOK  V.  Scotland ;  which  was  distributed  so  judiciously^ 
1707.   that  the  rage  of  opposition  suddenly  subsided^ 
and  the  treaty^  as  originally  framed^  recei 
without  any  material  alteration  the  solemn  san€« 
tion  of  the  Scottish   parliament — the  general 
question  being  carried  by  a  majority  of  110 
Act  of     voices.   The  Scottish  act  of  ratification  contain- 
tion  car-    ed  a  remarkable  clause,  declaring  that  the  parlia- 
^rattmL  ilientof  England  might  provide  for  the  security 
of  the  church  of  England  as  they  thouglit  exj)e- 
dfent^  and  that  such  provision  should  not  suspend 
or  derogate  from  the  force  of  the  present  ratifi- 
cation^ but  should  be  understood  as  therein  in- 
eluded,  without  any  necessity  of  a  new  ratifica- 
tion in  the  parliament  of  Scotland.    With  this 
clause  the  general  assembly  of  the  church  of 
Scotland  were  so  highly  offisnded,  that  in  a  formal 
petition  to  the  Scottish  parliament^  ^hile  the  act 
of  ratification  was  pending,  they  represented  it 
as  amounting  to,  what  in  their  spiritual  jargon 
they  were  pleased  to  style,     a  manifest  homolo* 
gation/'  making  it  their  prayer  ''that  no  such 
stipulation  or  consent  should  be  given  to^he  es- 
tablishment of  the  Anglican  hierarchy  and  cere- 
monies, as  ihcy  would  not  involve  themselves  and 
the  nation  in  guilt/'  This  efiiision  of  holy  male- 
volence^ fabricated  by  the  clergy,  made  no  im- 
pression upon  the  callous  and  profane  understand- 
ings of  the  laity ;  and  on  the  8&th  of  Mai  ch. 
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1107,  the  lord  Ugh  comniMsioner  adjourned  book  v. 

the  parliament,  never  to  meet  again,  after  ex-  ^"^tJJ]*^ 
pressi  ug  in  very  warm  terms  the  satisfiMStion 
lie  fel^  in  bringing  this  important  afiair  to  per- 
fection. 

A  shM  time  after  the  rising  of  parliament,  the  flur  ad- 
duke  Hamilton,  who  had  now  become  noto-  Jukelf'** 
rious  (fit  his  duplicity  and  inconstancj^  trans- 
mitted  a  paper  to  the  court  of  St.  Germaine's, 
written  in  his  own  hand,  but  neither  signed  nor  . 
directed,  in  which  is  to  be  found  the  following 
singular  passage— the  D.  of  H.  always  flatter- 
ed himself  that  lord  G.  meant  well^  jet  he  was  for 
die  union  more  than  can  bethought — I  know, 
however,  that  the  whigs  in  England  have  resolv- 
ed his  ruin>  but  perhaps  he  does  not  know  itjm 
Lord  M.  has  been  as  zealous  for  the  union  as  / 
which  will  cause  the  ruin  of  the  royal  family.— 
Strange  things  have  passed  in  this  parliament  !— 
Either  come  with  a  strong  force,  or  wait  the  will 
of  God."  Upon  this  declaration  it  is  obiiious  to 
remark,  that,  of  all  the  "  strange  things*'  that 
bad  passed  during  the  session^  nothing  was  so 
strange  as  the  duke's  own  conduct ;  and  by  pro- 
posing two  alternatives,  one  of  which  he  knew  to 
be  impracticable^  it  was  evident  that  he  had  deter- 
mined to  abide  by  the  other,  and  wait  with  pa- 
tience the  MIRACLE  of  the  king's  restoration— an 
event  which  the  eager  desire  and  fond  eredulity 

va  • 


Digitized  by 


324  HISTORY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

BOOK  V.  of  the  court  of  St  GemiaiDe's  still  proiD|iti 

^'^it^tT'  them  to  expect. 
Session  of      Thc  parliament  of  England  met  on  the  3d  of 
kttiigS.I^«^  *nd  voted  lib^al  auppUes  for 

carrying  on  the  war  ;  but  no  material  incident 
occurred  till  on  the  28th  of  January  the  queen 
came  to  the  house  of  peers^  and  informed  the  par- 
liament that  the  treatv  of  union  had  been  ratified 
by  the  parliament  of  Scotland.   The  treaty  itself, 
and  the  proceiHliii^s  relative  to  it,  being  laid  be- 
fore the  bouse  of  peers,  their  lordships,  on  the  . 
motion  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  order- 
ed a  bill  to  be  brought  in  for  the  security  of  the 
church  of  England;  which  being  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  the  question  was  put,  whether 
it  should  be  au  instruction  to  the  committee  to  in- 
sert in  the  bill  the  act  of  25  Charles  II.  entitled^ 
Au  act  for  preventing  the  dangers  which  may 
happen  from  popish  recusants,  commonly  called 
the  Test  Act    It  was  resolved  in  the  negative  by 
a  majority  of  Go  voices  against  33.    The  bill  de- 
claring the  acts  passed  in  favor  of  the  church  to 
be  in  full  force  for  e\cr  was  then  made  an  essen- 
tial part  of  the  union.    But  the  house  avoided 
the  absurdity  chargeable  on  the  Scottish  parlia- 
ment, which    pioaounccd  the   government  of 
their  cliurch  unalterable ;  since,  as  was  well  ob- 
jMjrved,    w'aeiti    a  supreme  legislature  is  once 
ackiiowledged,  nothing  can  be  unalterable ;  and  it 
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if  a  muifesi  presumption^  and  usurpation  oC  the  ^^^^^ 
ri^ts  of  Micceeding  generations^  for  any  assem-  i707. 
bly  of  persons^  however  coDstituted^  to  pretend 
to  fix  hounds  and  limits  to  the  exercise  of  their 
discretion.  The  bill,  quickly  passing  through 
Jboth  houses^  received  in  a  short  time  the  rojal 
assent. 

On  the  4thof  Feb.  1707,  the  house  of  commons,  ^5j*? 

the  Unioa 


in  a  grand  committee,  took  into  consideration  the  [j^^'^^^^ 
articles  of  the  union  as  ratified  by  the  Scottish  par-P*»i»- 
liament.  The  propositions  were  severally  gone 
through,  and  successively  approved,  in  a  space  of 
tiijAe  too  short  to  admit  of  very  minute  discussion ; 
and  on  the  15th  of  the  same  month  they  were 
submitted  to  the  lords.  Many  objections  were 
suggested  by  the  earls  of  Rochester,  Notting- 
ham,  Anglesey,  Ac.  but  overruled— «nd  a  bill 
for  ratifying  the  same  was  prepared  by  sir  Simon 
Harcourt,  the  solicitor  general,  and  so  modelled 
as^  by  a  very  singular  effort  of  political  dexterity, 
to  preclude  any  revival  of  the  debate ;  which  the 
lories  hoped  and  expected  to  resime,  as  the  bill 
proceeded  through  its  several  stages^  at  more  lei- 
sure and  with  greater  effects  For  il  vm  so  con-^ 
trived,  that  the  articles  of  the  treaty  as  finally 
approved  and  ratified^  together  with  the  bills  for 
securing  the  two  national  church  establishments, 
diould  be  recited  in  the  preamble  of  the  act,  and 
'the  vhole  conrerted  into  alaw  by  a  sii^leenacU 
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BOOK  V.  iog  clause.  The  lories  being  thus  reduced  to  the 
1707.  neceasitj  of  combating  the  general  elaiwe,  and 
that  aloae^  the  recital  being  mereij"  matter  of 
fiict^  the  act  passed  triiimphaotly  and  with  grept 
facility  through  both  houses^  and  iminediately  re- 
ceived the  rojal  assent — the  queen  nnkiag  upon 
the  occasion  a  speech^  in  which  she  declared  it  to 
be  her  peculiar  happiness^  that  an  object  had  been 
aceompUsbed  in  her  reign,  which  in  the  coorM 
of  above  100  years  bad  been  #o  repeatedly  ai< 
tempted  in  vain.  When  the  question  of  the  union 
was  about  to  come  under  the  consideration  of 
Proceed-  the  English  parliament^  a  committer  was  named 
oravoca.  by  the  lower  house  of  convocation  to  consider  the 
present  danger  of  the  church :  but  in  order  Iq 
prevent  an  interference  so  subversive  of  the  pub* 
Uc  welfare  and  repose^  a  prorogation  immediately 
took  place ;  and  the  queen  now,  by  advice'  of  her 
present  whig  mimsters,  determined^  after  the  ex- 
ample of  her  great  predecessor^  to  ducontinue  tk) 
sittings  of  this  restless  and  factious  assembly  :  and 
during  the  rcnsainderof  thisand  the  whote  period 
of  the  next  parliament  the  convocation  was  pro- 
lagued  ffwn  time  to  time,  and  not  sufficed  to 
enter  upon  business.  But  they  vented  their 
spleen  by  rancorous  invectives  against  the  whig 
and  law  churd^  party,  to  which  denomination  they 
were  sarcastically  said  to  be  well  entitled,  from 

the  low  cosulition  to  which  they  were  desirous  to 

» ■ 

reduce  the  church. 
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The  parliament  wa»  pror(^ued  on  the  30th  of  book  v 
April ;  nad  on  tbe  tuceeeduig  day^  agreeably  to  ""^totT* 
the  union  act^  the  two  nations  of  England  and 
faotland  were  iodiiaolubly  incorporated  into  ooe     ^  . 

*^  union  cele> 

kinMom— -«Yer  afterwards  to  be  known  by  the^»x«d^ 

^  great  re- 

appellation  of  Great  Britain.  On  this  occa^  jotciogi. 
sion,  congratulatory  addresaes  were  lent  up  firom 
all  parts  of  England ;  and  the  1st  of  May  was 
cdebrated  by  a  public  tbankagiving  in  all  the 
cburefaes.  But  Scotland  obeerred  a  sullen  and  seodaodi^. 
expressive  silence  ;  and  tbe  day  was  kept  in  many  ^^^hL 
parts  of  that  kingdom  as  a  day  of  ftsting  ai»l 
humiliation^  indicating  the  idea  entertained  of 
the  union  with  £nglaod>  as  a  judgment  inflicted 
upon  them  by  Divine  Providence.  While  the 
parliament  was  yet  sitting,  the  duke  of  Queens- 
berry  set  ont  from  Edinburgh  for  London  with  a 
great  equipage.  I  had/'  says  an  intelligent 
member  of  the  late  Scottish  legislature^  sir  John 
Qerk^  an  invitation  from  bimto  atlend  him  to 
London  in  one  of  his  coaches ;  which  J  accepte4  • 
of.  I  can  therefore  bear  testimony'  that  he  was 
quite  otherwise  treated  in  England  than  he  had 
been  in  Scotland.  Here  he  had  many  times  been 
in  peril  of  his  life  firom  an  unruly  mob,  that  had 
been  instigated  against  the  union  and  its  well* 
wishers ;  whereas  in  fii^laml  he  was  every  where 
caressed  and  received  with  great  acclamations  of 
j^y.  At  Ber^ickj  Newcastle^  DiMrbam^  and  other 
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BOOK  V.  cities,  as  he  passed,  he  was  waited  on  and  com- 
1707.  plimeoled  hy  the  chief  magistrates.  Every  ¥r  here 
the  people,  running  together,  testified  their  joy 
on  the  happy  event  iu  which  he  had  been  so  in* 
strumental.  All  the  Seots  in  fab  retinoe  were 
likev^ise  treated  with  the  utmost  civilities;  so 
that  all  of  us  had  the  greatest  reason  imaginable 
to  expect  success  iu  the  transaction  w  e  had  Just 
eome  from  finidiiag.  At  Barnet,  Highgate>  and 
other  places  within  twenty  of  London,  all 
the  queen's  ministers^  all  the  peers  and  commons 
of  parliament^  waited  upon  bim  in  their  coaches  ; 
so  that  I  am  persuaded  there  never  was  so  great 
and  joyful  a  coacoune  of  people  seen  since  tlie 
entry  of  king  James  the  Vitb,  of  Scotland^  on 
the  union  of  the  crowns*." 

Various  promotions  took  place  at  this  period. 
The  marquis  of  Montrose  and  the  earl  of  Rox- 
burgh were  created  dukes  in  Scotland  ;  lord  Cow- 
per  was  declared  lord  high  chancellor  ;  the  earl 
i.tnguet   of  Stamford,  first  kwd  of  trade,  &c.    But  bv  far 

at  Court.  " 

Di.mis«ion  the  most  remarkable  chance  had  been  made  in 

of  Sir  ^ 

chi^rics     the  Qourse  of  the  session  by  the  dismission  of  sir 

Charles  Hedges,  secretary  of  state,  and  the  trans- 
fer of  the  seals  to  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  who 
had  lately  succeeded  to  that  title  on  the  death  of 

•  8ir  Joan  Clerk's  MSS.  Vide  Sombryille  s  l/wfory  ^ 
Qiwen  Anne,  4th  Appendix,  p.  2S5. 
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hk  fiiiher^  and  who  was  nearly  allied  to  the  dnke  bookt« 

of  Marlborough  by  marriage  with  his  second  i707. 
daughter.  This  promotion  seemed  very  &yorabl6 
to  the  iaterest  and  influence  of  the  wbigs^  hj 
whom  it  was  earnestly  desired ;  but  it  proved  in 
reality  far  otherwise.  The  queen  parted  with 
sir  Charles  Hedges,  for  whom  «be  entertained  a 
great  esteem,  with  extreme  reluctance,  and  not 
till  alter  much  importunate  solicitation ;  and  she 
retained  a  permanent  resentment  of  the  force  and 
constraint  which  she  acted  under  upon  this  oc- 
casion.  In  the  month  of  October  the  duke  of 
Marlborough  had  written  to  the  duchess  to  ur^c 
this  matter  upon  the  queen ;  which  she  had  the 
folly  and  indiscretion  to  do  in  a  style  of  singular 
insolence.  She  pretended  that  the  lords  Godol-r 
phin  and  Marlborough  would^,  in  consequence 
of  the  queen's  partiality  to  the  tories^  be  under 
the  necessity  of  leaving  her  service.  "  You  will 
then/'  said  the  duchess,  find  yourself  in  the 
hands  of  a  violent  party,  who,  I  aia  sure,  will 
have  very  little  merc  v,  or  even  humanity,  for  you : 
whereas  you  ought  to  prevent  all  these  misfor- 
tunes by  giving  my  lord  treasurer  and  my  lord 
Marlborough,  whom  you  may  so  safely  trust, 
leave  to  propose  those  things  to  you  which  they 
know  and  can  judge  to  be  absolutely  necessary 
for  your  service." 

•  About  this  period  a  new  favorite  had  arisen  in 
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BOOK  V.  the  court — Mrs,  Masham,  a  relatioa  of  the  du- 
\M.  chess  of  Marlborough,'  and  iDtroduced  by  her  to 
the  queen ;  over  whom  she  bmA,  hy  her  soft  and 
iufiiauating  manners^  so  opposite  to  the  imperious 
deporUoent  of  the  duchess^  acquired  such  an  as- 
ccudency^  that  her  grace  was  absoliitclj  supplaut- 
ed  befoce  she  wai  apprised  of  the  danger.  Mrs. 
M»  Uu*  Masham  had  formed  a  strict  connection  with  the 
iMofanrour  sccrctary  of  state,  Harlcy,  who  had  in  con  juuc- 
fMu  tics  with  her  devised  a  project  of  raising  himseif 
to  the  summit  of  power  on  the  ruius  of  the  pre- 
sent ministry,  whose  whole  system  of  politics  he 
found  secretly  distasteful  to  the  queen.  The  se- 
cretary had  beeu  frcqucutly  iutroduced  by  tho 
Jkvorite  to  private  audiences  of  the  queen,  in 
which  he  rcpreseutcd  to  her,  who  was  extremely 
jealous  of  her  authority,  the  political  thraldom  in 
vkhich  she  was  held  by  the  Marlborough  family ; 
and  he  practised  ou  the  goodness  and  humanity 
#f  the  queen's  disposition,  by  reprobating  the 
boundless  ambition  and  a\arice  which  prompted 
the  general  to  contiuue  a  war  so  fruittul  of  misery 
and  calamity—a  war  which  might  indeed  be  ne* 
cessary  to  his  gneatness,  but  which  it  would  be 
eaay  to  terminate  on  very  advantageous  and 
honorable  terms  Tor  tlie  sovereign  and  nation. 

Though  the  queea,  '  says  a  cotempocary  au-^ 
ilior,  "  had  no  dislike  to  the  triumphs  of  a  thanks* 
i;i\iug  day^  &he  ever  thought  it  purcha&cU  luuct^ 
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too  dearljf  by  the  lives  of  her  subjects.  She  had  book  v. 
a  heart  which  overflowed  with  humanity :  the  ^^itotT^ 
lists  of  the  slain  and  wounded  were  seldom  laid 
before  her,  but  her  eyes  swam  with  tears,  which 
neither  the  joy  of  victory  nor  the  formality  of 
congratulation  could  restrain*."  The  advance- 
ment of  Sunderland  would  of  course  tend  to 
strengthen  that  influence,  which  the  queen  had 
now  learned  to  dread ;  and  the  personal  conse- 
quence of  Harley,  who  feared  not  the  competi- 
tion of  sir  Charles  Hedges,  would  be  greatly 
eclipsed  by  the  promotion  of  a  man  of  Sunder- 
land's high  rank,  connections,  and  political  abi* 
litjr>  of  which  he  had  already  given  in  a  late  em- 
bassy to  Vienna  very  demonstrative  proofs.  After 
a  long  and  obstinate  resistance,  the  queen  thought 
proper  to  yield  the  point  in  contest ;  and  the  earl 
of  Sunderland  was  declared  secretary  of  state  in 
December  1706.  But  from  this  moment  the 
Marlborough  interest  was  undermined,  and  in 
imminent  danger  of  eventual  subversion. 

*  Other  Side  of  the  Questioo. 
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Embauy  of  ihe  Duke  of  MarUtorougk  to  the  King  of  Swedeik 
Campaign  in  Flanders  and  Oermanif,  A.  D.  1707*  f7««sc- 
ceirful  Attempt  oh  Toulou.  Battle  of  Atmama,  Shipvoreck 
tf  Sir  CUmdesley  Shovet.  First  Parhament  of  Great  Britain 

convc'iuul.    Debates  respecting  the  fi'ar  in  Spain.  Privy 
Cvuncil  of  Scotland  abolished.    Secretary  Hurley  dismisstid* 
if  higs  lose  the  Favor  of  the  Queen.    Invasion  of  Scotland 
bif  the  Pretender,    Campaign  in  Flanders,  4^c.  A.  D.  1708, 
Battk  efOudenofd,   Conquest     lAsle.   Sardmia  and  JUU 
norea  reduced*   Singular  Contest  wth  the  Court  of  Russimm 
Death  of  the  Prince  of  Denmark,    Session  of  Parliament, 
Act  of  Grace.    Conferences  for  Peace  opened  at  the  Hague, 
JVuT  becomes  unpttjmlar  in  England.    Campaign  in  FlandcrSp 
A.  D.  1709L    Battis  of  Maipiaquet.   Military  Operatiom 
in  Spain,   Extraordinary  D^noe  of  the  Ca$tle  ofAHcant* 
King  of  Sweden  defeated  at  PuUowa.    Nem  Ooertwres  of 
Peace  made  hf  Invitee.    Session  of  Parliament.    THai  ff^ 
Sacheverd.    Great  Popularity  of  the  Tories.    Entire  Change 
if  Adminlitration.     Cunhrfwes  <f  Peace  revived  at  Ger- 
tmydenberg.    Campaign  in  Flanders,  A,  D.  I/IO. — and  in 
Spain.   Victories  qf  Almanara  and  Samgossa.   Reverse  of 
J^iiiMe.   Disaster  at  Brihuega,    Session  of  Parliament, 
Violence  of  the  Tories.    Proceedings  of  the  Conooeatum 
against  tVhiston.   Death  of  the  Emperor  Joseph — and  of  the 
Dauphin.    State  of  Politics  on  the  Continent.  Campaign 
in  I'l'Dtifers,  A,  D.  17H.    Capture  9f  Bouchuine.  Arclidukt 
Ciutries  elected  Emperor.   Naval  transactions,  MUeonoerted 
Attempt  ^smist  Quebec.     Qaadettine  N^fociations  with 
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I^rance,  SancM  of  PaHiameiU,  Ooeatkmal  Coitfonuijf 
B'tU  poited.   Duke  of  MaHhorough  dMmifiim  hu  Em- 

ployments.  Creation  of  Twelve  Peers.  Debates  on  the  Bat' 
rier  Treaty,  Scottish  Tuleration  Bill.  Congress  held  at 
Utrecht  Campaign,  A.  D.  1712,  ai  FUmden.  IM  Cw 
mHanofAnM.  DwuUn  if  th$  AOm.  Treai^  of  Vimki 
signed.  Session  of  Parliament  Attempt  to  Seaohe  the 
Union.  Debts  of  the  Crown  discharged.  Mini:iterial  Dis- 
putes and  Cabab.  Affairs  of  Ireland.  State  of  Europe. 
Treaig  of  Rattadt,  Session  of  ParUamoni^  Debalee  on  ihe 
Danger  of  the  ProteitaniSucoessson,  iFrit  demandod  fir  the 
Electoral  Prince.  Death  of  the  Princess  S<rphia,  Behim 
Bill  passed.  Measures  of  the  Court  hostile  to  the  Pretender. 
'  Dismimon  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford.  Death  of  ilie  Queen, 
Remem  of  her  Character,  * 

IN  the  spring  of  the  present  ycar^  1707,  the 
1707.  duke  of  Marlborough,  whose  talents  were  equal* 

F.mbassvof  i     i         r»   i  i 

theDukeofly  adapted  to  the  cabinet  aud  tiie  heiu,  was 
roughtothe  inTcsted  With  a  Tery  important  embassj  to  the 
king  of  Sweden.  This  nioncirch,  after  forcing,  as 
has  beeo  related,  the  Danish  court  to  a  separate 
peace  at  Travendahl,  passed  over  into  Ingria, 
where  the  czar  Peter  was  engaged  in  the  siege  of 
Narva  at  the  head  of  an  army  of 80,000  Russians. 
Leading  without  hesitation  to  the  attack  ft  body 
of  troops  not  exceeding  10,000  men,  he  gave 
the  czar  a  total  and  memorable  defeat.  Believ- 
ing the  Swedish  provinces  on  that  side  secure, 
and  despising  so  imbecile  an  enemy,  he  advanced 
into  Livonia,  and  compelled  the  king  of  Poland 
to  raise  the  siege  of  Riga.  Afterwards  attacking 
tlie  united  army  of  Poles  and  Saxons  on  the  baniu 
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of  the  DvtriiMi,  he  forced  the  p^Msage  of  that  river  ^^^^^ 
'With  ^rpftt  slaughter  ;  and,  penetrating  into  the 
heart  of  the  kin2;doin,  by  a  series  of  astonishing 
•uccesses  made  himsdf  master  of  Cracow  and 
Warsaw ;  and  bnins^  animated  b^'  an  implacable 
animosity  against  king  Augustusj  he  caused  • 
diet  to  he  assembled,  by  whom  the  deposition  of 
that  monarch  was  pronounced^  and  Stanislaus 
Leckzinski,  a  Polish  palatine  of  great  merit  and 
accomplisbmcnts,  elected  king  of  Poland  in  bin 
stead.    The  unfortunate  Augustus,  retiring  into 
Saxon  J,  was  pursued  thither  also  bj  his  relentleia 
antagonist,  who  reduced  the  whole  electorati?^ 
Dresden  excepted,  to  unconditional  submimoiv 
levying  immense  contributions  upon  the  inhabit- 
ants, and  diffusing  terror  *  throughout  all  the 
neighbouring  states,  and  even  the  imperial  court 
of  Vienna  itself.  A  treaty  was  at  length  bignedat 
AH-Ranstadt  between  the  kings  of  Sweden  aal 
Poland  ;  by  which  the  latter  relinquished  his  pre- 
tensions to  the  Polish  diadem  in  favour  of  Stanis- 
laus—retaining the  mere  empty  title  of  king,  and 
stipulating  only  for  the  restitution  of  his  elect- 
oraAe.   The  king  of  Sweden  nevertheless  stilt  re- 
mained with  his  army  in  Saxony,  where  his  con« 
duct  was  such  as  to  occasion  great  umbrage  to  the 
allies,  and  more  particularly  the  emperor,  wh^mlM 
treated  with  great  haughtiness  and  disdain.  The 
Swedish  envoj  at  Vienna,  baron  Strahlenheiiii» 
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lOOK^r  Having  complained  in  bigrh  terms  of  the  conduct 

1707.    of  count  Zobar^  a  joung  aod  ra^ili  iiuDgariaii  lord 
vvbo  had  spoken  in  language  yery  disrespectful 
and  insulting  of  the  king  of  Sweden,  that  fierce 
Yandalian  conqueror  insisted  upon  the  count's 
being  delivered  up  to  him ;  also  upon  the  absolute 
surrender  of  the  Russian  troops  who  had  escaped 
,  from  the  defeats  in  Poland  into  German^r^  and  had 
been  entertained  in  the  imperial  armies ;  and  of 
\    thoseofiicers  vvlio had  obstructed  theSvvedish  levies 
in  Silesia.  Count  Wrattislau  being  nominated  am- 
bassador 10  the  king  of  Sweden,  count  Piper,  first 
minister  to  bis  Swedish  mqesty>  wrote  him^  saying 
''that  if  be  came  with  power  to  give  bis  master 
real  satisfactioBj  he  would  be  welcome ;  hut  that, 
if  be  only  came  ta  enter  into  a  discussion  of  bis 
Swedish  majesty's  pretensions,  he  might  save  him- 
self the  trouble  of  that  journey and  upon  the 
count's  subsequent  arrival  at  Alt-Ranstadt,  the 
king  refused  to  admit  hiui  to  an  audience.  The 
demands  of  Sweden  were  now  enlarged  and  mul- 
tiplied  into  divers  distinct  articles,  of  which  the 
most  remarkable  were^  that  the  protestaut  reli- 
gion in  Silesia  be  restored,  according  to  the  treaty 
of  W  estphalia;  that  his  imperial  majesty  should 
renounce  all  pretences  to  the  quota  which  the 
king  of  Sweden,  as  prince  of  the  empire,  had 
omitted  to  furnish  during  the  present  war ;  and 
that  the  whole  Swedish  army,  on  their  return  to 
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Poland,  should  be  maintamed  at  die  emperor's  book  vi. 
charge  :  all  of  which  the  court  of  Vienna  was  1^07. 
uitioiateljr  compelled  to  ratify.  Surprise  being 
expressed  by  some  of  the  courtiers  at  his  imperial 
majesty's  yielding  to  the  article  respecting  ilie  re- 
8ton|tioii|of  protestantism  in  Silesia,  the  emperor  re- 
plied, "that  it  was  fortunate  the  king  of  Swcjleiulid 
not  insist  upon  his  turning  protestant  himself." 

In  the  height  of  this  dispute^  and  y^hWe  the 
most  serious  apprehensions  were  entertained  that 
a  rupture  might  take  place,  so  injurious  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  allies,  the  duke  of  Marlborough  j^"?^JJ2^^ 
rived  in  Saxonv  upon  an  ostensible  embassy  of  Mnri!  0- 

«  .  .  .    rougli  to 

compliment,  but  with  a  hidden  purpose  to  dis-chuksXiti 
cover  tlie  real  inteutions  of  the  king  of  Sweden, 
and,  by  those  arts  of  insinuation  and  address  of 
which  he  was  so  great  a  master,  to  conciliate  his 
faTO^  and  regard.  Being  conducted  by  count 
Piper  -with  distinguished  marks  of  honor  into  the 
king's  presence,  he  presented  to  that  monarch  a 
letter  from  the  queen  of  England,  written  with 
her  own  hand  :  and  knowing  the  w  eakness  of  the 
king's  character  with  respect  to  flattery  and  tha 
extravagance  of  his  pride,  ill  concealed  under  a 
guise  of  simplicity  and  modest  reserve,  he  de- 
clared, thai  had  not  the  sex  of  the  queen  of 
England,  his  mistress,  prevented,  she  would  have 
crossed  the  sea  to  yisit  a  prince  admired  by  tba 
Toil,  f  I.  % 
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BOOK  YL  whole  QiriTene/' — His  grace  added,     tBat  be 

esteemed  himself  honoured  in  making  these  as- 
surances ;  and  thai  he  should  think^  it  a  great 
happiness  if  his  allairs  would  allow  him  to  learii 
under  so  great  a  general  as  his  majesty^  what  he 
yet  wanted  to  know  in  the  art  of  war."  To  this 
speech  the  king  of  Sweden  replied^  that  he 
should  always  haTe  the  utmdst  regard  for  the  in- 
tcrpositioii  of  the  queen  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
interests  of  the  grand  alliance — that  her  majesty 
might  be  assured  his  design  was  to  depart  lience, 
as  soon  as  he  had  obtained  the  satisfaction  be  had 
demanded — and  that  he  should  do  nothing  which 
might  tend  to  the  prejudice  of  the  common  cause 
in  general^  or  to  the  protestant  religion  in  parti- 
cular^ of  which  he  should  always  glory  to  be  a 
zealous  protector."  He  then  invited  the  duke  to 
dinner,  placing  him  on  his  right  hand^  and  i  ount 
Piper  on  the  left :  after  which  the  duke  retired 
with  the  king  and  the  count  into  the  audiciicc- 
roomji  where  a  long  and  interesting  conlereuce 
took  place ;  during  which  the  duke>  as  we  are 
told,  often  lixed  his  eyes  attentively  on  the  king. 
W  hen  France  was  mentioned^  he  perceived  symp- 
toms of  disgust  and  aversion ;  and  when  the 
conquests  of  the  allies  were  touched  upon,  of 
satisfaction  and  pleasure.  A\  hen  he  named  the 
czar,  the  king's  countenance  was  inflamed^  and  • 
his  eyes  sparkled  with  anger,   He  moreover  re; 
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marked^  that  the  king  bad  a  map  of  Muscovy  book  vi. 
Ijing  before  him  on  the  table.  Hence  he  inferred^  jro;. 
that  the  real  object  of  the  king's  ambition  was  to 
dethrone  the  czar,  as  he  had  already  done  the 
king  of  Poland — that  he  entertained  no  designs 
inimical  to  the  aliiesi*  and  meant  only  to  impose 
some  hard  terms  upon  the  emperor,  with  which 
the  court  of  \  ienna  would  be  obliged  to  com^ 
ply :  and  satisiied  with  the  justness  of  these  con- 
clusions, he  retired  from  the  king's  presence  with- 
out making  any  specific  proposal.  After  receiving 
the  highest  marks  of  distinction  which  this  fero- 
cious monarch  ever  perhaps  conferred  upon  any 
individual,  be  took  bis  leave  of  the  king,  and, 
passingthrough  the  courtsof  Berlin  and  Hanover, 
arrived  at  the  Hague,  May  the  8th,  1707*. 

After  the  successful  campaign  of  1706,  the 
most  saniz:iMne  expectations  were  entcnuiiicd  tliat 
France,  whose  pride  was  now  humbled  in  thedust, 
would  no  longer  he  able  to  make  any  effectual 
resistance  ;  and  that  the  allies  as  victors^  mi^ht  iu 
a  short  time  dictate  the  terms  of  peace  with  the 
point  of  the  sword.  Depressed  by  the  misfor- 
tunes of  the  preceding  year,  Louis  had  ordered  a 
memorial  to  be  transmitted  to  the  States  General, 
expressing  a  desire  to  enter  into  a  treaty.  This 
overture  producing  no  effect,  the  king  of  France 
next  solicited,  the  king  of  Sweden,  then  iu  tiie 

*  Voltave,  Lamberti,  Burnet,  LedM,  <rc 
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BOOK  VI  nfridian  of  his  fMrotperity,  tooflferhkmediatioii; 

^707.  but  this  was  declined,  because  the  belligerent 
powers  in  opposition  to  France  had  not  jmned  in 
the  appliratton.  The  elector  of  Bavaria  then 
openly,  in  the  name  of  the  French  uaonarch^  ad- 
dressed letters  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough  and 
the  tieid  deputies,  proposing  that  conferences 
should  be  opened  for  the  restoration  of  the  ge- 
i"«^Rfetiial  neral  trannuillitv.    This  was  treated  as  insidious, 

Ovcrtureof  '  _ 

France  for  and  a  soeci^catiou  of  nreiiminaries  required. 
Louis,  embarrassed  and  distressed,  not  only  offi^- 
ed  to  resign  Spain  and  the  Indies,  or  Milan,  Na- 
ples, and  Sicily,  to  king  Charles,  with  a  barrier 
to  the  Dutch,  and  a  compensation  to  the  duke  of 
Savoy,  but  descended  so  low  as  to  request  the  in- 
terposition of  the  pope  with  the  catholic  courts  in 
his  favor.  The  various  propositions  of  his  Mo4 
Christian  majesty  were  however  finally  declared 
to  be  unsatisfactory,  and  his  whole  conduct  re- 
presented as  deceitful,  and  calculated  ouly  to 
weaken  the  confederacy  by  exciting  groundless 
jealousies  and  apprehensions  ;  and  the  allies  once 
more  entered  into  the  field,  confident  of  new  and 
more  splendid  triumphs. 

The  operations  of  the  ensuing  summer  did  not, 
however,  in  any  degree  tend  to  confirm  these  lofty 
ideas.  The  liuc  de  Vendonie,  who  was  re-ap- 
pointed to  the  command  in  Flanders,  chose  his 
posts  wiili  60  much  skill  and  ju^;meiit,ihat  the 
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duke  of  Marlborough  could  not  without  manifert  sooKvt 
rashness  venture  upon  an  attack.  This  was  tb«  ^707. 
only  campaign  during  the  war  in  which  that 
great  commander  liid  not  obtain  soine  signal  ad* 
Tantage  oyer  the  enemy  ;  and  the  French  ge** 
nerai,  whose  policy  it  was  to  act  upon  the  de- 
fensive^ fidly  sustained  his  high  reputation^  bjT 
thus  putting,  after  so  long  a  career  of  victory, 
a  total  stop  to  the  progres:^  of  the  couicderate 
arms. 

A  detail  of  military  operations  productive  of  Gnnpaiga 
no  striking  eO'ect  can  be  interesting  only  to  mili* 
tary  men;  in  the  estimation  of  whom  the  rival 
comuiauJcrs  displayed  extraordinary  proofs  of 
science  and  genius.  Inteliigenpe  being  received* 
May  the  87th^  that  the  French  were  encamped 
on  the  plain  of  Fleurus,  the  duke  of  Maribo* 
rough  hastened  to  the  attack,  but  found  the  past 
of  Ronquiercs,  secured  by  the  enemy.  He  had 
proposed  to  form  tlie  siege  of  Mons  or  .Charieroi, 
in  case  he  failed  in  his  attempt  to  bring  on  a  ge* 
neral  engagement ;  but  tins  design  was  frustrat- 
ed by  M.  Vendome's  taking  a  position  which 
would  have  exposed  the  weal tiiy  and  open  cities 
of  Brabant*  Ixiuvaine,  and  Brussels  in  particular^ 
to  the  utmost  danger.  Hie  two  armies  after  this 
remained  in  the  strong  opposite  cauips  of  Mel- 
dert  and  Gemblours,  for  near  two  months^  almost 
/a  a  state  of  inaction  ;  during  >v)iicb  interval  the 
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BOOK  VL  duke  of  Marlborough^  iu  a  letter  addressed  to  a 
1707.  correspondent  at  the  court  of  Hanover,  declared 
"  theenemj  to  be  in  «urh  a  situatiou^  that,  so  far 
from  being  able  to  undertake  any  siege,  the  allies 
would  rather  he  obliged  to  spend  their  time  in  ob- 
serving his  molionsj''  being  consid^rablj  iuierior 
in  number. 

At  length  the  duke  and  M.  Auverquerque,  on 
receiving  certain  advice  that  the  French  general 
had  detached  t went}  -five  battalions  and  squadrons 
to  Provence,  resolved  to  venture  an  attack  on  the 
foiti Tied  camp  of  Gemblours  ;  and  on  the  9th  of 
August  the  allies  passed  the  Dyle  at  the  abbey  of 
Florivale,  and^  marching  all  night,  arrived  at 
break  of  day  at  the  heights  of  Waveren.  But  on 
the  first  alarm  the  French  decamped  with  preci- 
pitation from  Gemblours,  and  retreated  to  the 
strong  position  of  Pieton.  On  the  duke  of 
Marlborough's  continuing  his  march  to>\ai  Js 
Pieton,  they  again  decamped  in  the  night  with- 
out beat  of  dram,  and  scarcely  appeared  to  halt 
till  they  had  passed  the  Scheldt,  and  found  them- 
selves safe  behind  their  lines  under  the  cannon  of 
Lisle,  their  right  extending  to  Pont-a-Tresin. 
The  heavy  rains  which  fell  at  this  time  prevented 
the  aliies  from  urging  the  pursuit  beyond  the 
plains  of  Marimont ;  and  though  the  French 
suflered  extremely  in  this  long  and  fatii^uing 
march,  the  due  de  Yendome  ultimately  succeeded 
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both  ia  bis  dctermiaatioD  to  avoid  a  battle,  and  in  book  vi. 
covering  the  fortified  towns  on  the  frontier.  The  1707. 
duke  of  Marlborou4;li   finding  Uiat  no  laurels 
were  to  be  gathered  this  campaign^  left  the  cani|l 
at  Hcli  liin  carl)  in  October,  and  reiiicd  disap- 
pointed to  the  Hague. 

On  the  banks  of  the  R6ine  raar^chal  ViUars  op^g>t 
met  with  very'considerabie  successes.    The  dis- 
asters of  the  preceding  campaign  in  tliis  quarter^ 
^vliicli  in  all  others  was  so  prosperous,  were  be- 
lieved to  sink  deep  into  the  mind  of  prince  Louis 
of  Baden,  who  had  been  for  some  time  in  a  de- 
clining state  of  health.    He  deemed  liimseif,  with 
great  apparent  reason,  neglected  and  sacrificed  by 
those  w  ho  governed  the  couucils  of  the  emperor 
at  Vienna:  and  b^  harsh  and  haughty  temper 
inflamed  their  resentment,  and  heightened  dislike 
into  animosity.    At  the  end  of  the  campaign  be 
had  retired,  oppressed  with  ijlness  and  devoured 
with  cha«^rin,  to  the  hatlhi  of  Schlangenbade^  de- 
claring openly^     that  as  affairs  were  at  that 
time  managed,  the  greatest  misfortune  that  could 
befal  a  man  of  honor  was  to  command  an  impe- 
rial army."    He  breathed  his  last  ou  the  4th  of  Death  of 
January  1706-7,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  mar-  oib^S^* 
grave  of  iiareith,  a  man  enfeebled  by  age^,  which 
had  unfortunately  aggravated,  as  is  usual  with  per- 
sons of  mean  capacity,  his  natural  ohstinacy  and 
Cupidity.  The  skill  and  experience  of  the  prince 
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BOOK  tnr.  of  BadeQ  became  now  the  subject  of  recoUectioii 
""^1707^  and  r^et.  All  Germany  was  thrown  into  coor 
steruatiuo  at  the  rapid  progress  of  the  French 
arnij^  which^  passing  the  Rhine  at  Strasburg,  de* 
feated  the  advanced  guard  of  tine  imperial  army, 
forced  the  lines  at  Stolhoffen,  esteemed  the  ram? 
part  of  the  empire^  laid  the  duchy  of  Wirtemberg 
under  contribution^  made  theuii>clves  masters  of 
Suabia>  and  penetrated  to  the  Danube.  But 
when  marcchal  Yilhirs  was  meditating  uk  asuref 
which  might  change  the  whole  face  of  the  waTi 
he  was  compelled  to  weaken  his  army  by  sending 
great  detaclimcnts  to  Provence.  The  anxiety  of 
the  court  of  Vienna^  at  the  alarming  successes  of 
Villars,  strikingly  appears  in  a  letter  from  the 
minister  count  Zinssendorf  to  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough^ dated  June  the  4th,  in  which  he  thus 
expresses  himself :  I  understand,  by  the  letter 
your  highness  was  pleased  to  write  me  on  the  23A 
,  of  May,  the  uneasiness  you  were  then  under  with 
regard  to  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  Rhine^ 
which  without  doubt  is  increased  by  the  be- 
haviour of  the  army  of  the  empire  when 
the  marechal  de  Viliars  passed  the  Rhine.  I 
confess  Uiis  is  a  very  unlucky  accidciit,  which 
could  not  have  happened  if  we  had  had  a  com- 
petent chief  at  the  head  of  our  troops.  Yonr 
lii^iiiic5.s  knows  that  the  first  proposal  was  to 
send  for  the  prince  of  Savoy>  and  that  it  was 
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sflerwuds  thought  proper  in  England  and  Hoi-  book  vi, 
land  to  change  that  pnrpoie ;  though  I  will  not  1707. 
pretend  to  say  \%'hether  this  might  not  have  been 
the  most  reasonable  project.  Count  Staremberg 
was  put  ID  the  room  of  this  prince  ;  but  imme* 
(diately^hia  resolution  was  changed^-— and>  thanks 
be  to  OoD  I  the  whole  court  was  witness  that  I 
had  no  hand  in  it.  Bixi,  in  short,  there  are  cer- 
tain moments  at  court  in  which  it  is  impossible  to 
put  a  stop  to,  or  to  hinder^  those  evil  resolutions 
which  one  has  frequently  reason  to  wish  other- 
wise in  the  sequel.  In  this  unhappy  juncture  I 
have  proposed  the  elector  of  Hanover  for  this 
cMnmand,  because  I  believe  it  necessary  the  army 
of  the  empire  should  have  a  chief  whose  birth  and 
personal  merit  may  carry  a  weight  with  them." 
This  was  a  yery  honorable  testimony  to  the  poli- 
tical and  military  character  of  that  respectable 
princOj  who  now  began  to  derive  great  import- 
ance from  his  eventual  claim  to  the  succession  of 
the  British  crowns.  At  the  earnest  request  of  the 
emperor  and  of  the  empire^  the  elector  in  a  short 
time  assumed  the  command  of  the  imperial  sucmy, 
which  he  conducted  with  much  judgment  and 
prudence.  And  count  Merci  having  surprised 
and  defeated  the  marquis  de  Yivansat  Offenburg^ 
M.  de  Villars  was  forced  to  abandon  his  splendid 
projects,  and  repass  the  Rhine  by  Fort  Louis 
into  Alsace. 

•  ■ 
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BOOK  VI.     The  disappoiiituient  sustained  by  the  allies  ou 
1707.    the  side  of  Italy  inras  proportionate  to  the  high 
iiiul  c  oniidorit  hopes  which  had  hren  proiouhly 

cnnpii^  excited.  In  the  mouth  of  July  (1707),  prince 
Eugene  and  the  duke  of  Savoy  passed  the  Var 
at  the  head  of  oUjOOOmcn,  and  imirched  directlj 
towards  Toulon,  to  which  they .  laid  close 
siege.  As  the  principal  nasal  maj^azines  of 
France,  and  the  greater  part  of  its  fleet,  were 
inclosed  within  its  walls  or  its  harbour,  this 
eutei'pi'ise  excited  a  general  conster nation.  The 
sir^of    place  was  however  defended  widi  the  most 

Tonkui* 

heroic  valor  ;  and  prince  Eugene  was  sus- 
pected, from  his  unusual  caution,  to  act  under 
the  restraint  of  secret  orders.  An  enterprise 
Avhich  the  spirit  of  adventure,  approaching  to 
rashness,  only  could  render  successful  was  pro- 
tracted into  lenglh  ;  and  truo{)s  beiiii^  assem- 
bled fiom  all  parts  in  great  force  for  its  re- 
lief, the  duke  of  Savoy,  who  feared  lest  his 
retreat  to  Italy  should  be  intercepted,  thought 
proper  to  raise  the  siege  with  precipitation, 
and  to  repass  the  Var,  without  any-  acqiiisi- 
'  lion  of  honor  or  protit  from  this  undertak- 
ing into  his  own  dominions..  It  answered 
the  purpose,  however,  of  causing  a  i)o\\errul 
diversion  to  the  French  forces  on  the  Rhine ; 
and  immense  damap;e  was  sustained  from  the 
attacks  of  the  English  fleet,  co-opeiatiug  with 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 


ANNE.  347 

thebesiepnp^  army^  on  the  ships  of  war  and  mer-  bookvl 

chant nuMi  iu  the  harbour*.  1707. 

Great  blame  was  upon  this  occasion  imputed 
to  the  emperor,  v,ho,  careless  and  indifferent  to 
the  success  of  an  enterprise  from  which  he  could 
reap  no  benefit^  had  detached  a  large  body  of 
troops,  ori«j^inaliv  destined  for  this  purpose,  to  the 
kingdom  of  Naples,  of  which  he  elfected  a  com- 
plete conquest :  and  this  was  tlic  only  advantai^e 
gained  by  the  allies  duriag  this  uufortunate 
campaic;n,  of  which  the  most  disastrous  Events 
still  reuuiin  to  be  narrated. 

If  on  the  side  of  Lombardy,  Germany,  and 
Flanders,  the  wishes  and  expectations  of  the  allies 
were  not  satisfactorily  answered,  in  Spain  they 
suffered  a  fatal  reverse.  Don  Pedro  king  of  Por-  DeMh  or 
tugal  had  departed  this  life  December  9,  1706, 
and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  don  Juan  V., 
who  declared  that  he  w  ould  religiously  observe 
all  the  engagements  of  his  father.  In  a  council 
of  wiM*,  held  at  Valencia,  February  1707,  it  was 

*  Amongst  "  the  manv  good  consequences'*  resiiltinr^  from 
this  expedition,  the  historiaD  Tindal  leckons  "  the  bwrning  of 
above  one  hundred  and  sixty  houses  in  Toolon,  and  the  devas- 
tations committed  in  Provence  to  the  valne  of  thirty  millions  of 
livres."  And  yet  there  are  strong  indications  in  the  history  of 
that  writer,  of  a  mind  naturally  humane  and  generous.  But 
such  is  the  tendency  of  a  state  of  national  enmity  and  was  to 
harden  and  brutalise  the  mind ! 
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BOOK  yi.m(olved  by  the  marquis  das  Minas  and  the  earl  of 

Galwav,  oil  tlie.  strength  of  the  rciiiforcemeiits 
lately  ari'ived  from  England,  to  act  ofiensively 
seek  out  the  enemy,  and  endeavour  to  bring  them 
to  battle.  The  earl  of  Peterborough,  who  had 
Mifitsrr  now  returned  to  Spain,  gave  indeed  his  opinion  ia 
^^Jp^"*  favour  of  a  defensive  campaign  ;  but  this  \vus  by 
bis  enemies,  and  tbey  were  numerous,  ascribed  mere- 
ly to  envy  and  hatred  of  the  earl  of  Galway,  a  ge- 
neral of  great  luilitary  skill  aud  experieucc — -of  un- 
impeaphed  integrity,  of  heroic  valour,  and  remark-* 
able  for  the  modesty  of  his  disposition  and  the 
suavity  of  bis  manners — aud  whose  highest  eulo- 
gtum  it  was,  that  he  possessed  the  entire  affec- 
tion, friendship  and  confidence  of  that  sat^acious 
observer  and  peuetrating  judge  of  men,  the  iat^ 
king  William. 
BwUe  of  lu  consequence  of  tbere^olutiou  actually  taken, 
the  confederate  army  moved  with  their  whole 
force  to  Yecla,  where  the  duke  of  Berwick  had 
formed  a  grand  depot  of  provisions  and  stores, 
which  he  abandoned  at  their  approach.  Encou- 
raged by  the  unexpected  and  precipitate  retreat 
of  this  general,  they  advanc«>d  to  Portalegre,  with 
a  view  to  surprise  him  in  his  camp.  But  before 
this  design  could  be  efl'ectcd,  intelligence  was  re- 
ceived that  the  duke  being  joined  by  the  re- 
inforcements be  looki'd  for,  was  on  his  march  to 
attack  the  allies.  Both  armies  being  now  equally 
dis];osed  to  try  the  event  of  a  battle,  the  earl 
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of  Galway  proceeded,  April  li  (1707),  to  the  bookvi. 
plains  of  Alrauza,  where  be  found  the  ene-  1707. 
my,  far  superior  in  ininiber,  drawn  up  and  roa- 
dy  to  receive  him.    The  action  extended  irom 
wing  to  winp^.    The  centre  of  the  allied  army, 
cpmposed  of  English  and. Dutch  infantry,  fought 
with  the  greatest  gallantry,  and  drove  the  enemj 
before  them.    But  the  right  wing,  conBisting  en- 
tirely of  Portuguese  troops,  coninianded  by  the 
marquis  das  Minas  in  person,  fled  at  the  first  <)a- 
set — and  the  left,  where  tlie  English  and  Dutch 
cavalry  were  posted,  after  incredible  efforts  of 
vaioiir  yielding  to  superior  force,  the  duke  of  Ber- 
wick ordered  his  two  wings  to  attack  the  main 
body  in  flank.    But  the  generals  of  infitntry, 
forming  the  battalions  into  a  liollow  square,  re- 
tired from  the  field  of  battle  with  inconsiderable 
loss.    Night  quickly  came  on.    They  werestran- 
gers  to  the  country,  and  did  not  know  where  to 
retire  for  safety.    After  marching  nine  hours, 
and  figiUinp;  about  six^  they  could  move  no  fiir- 
ttier.    They  had  spent  their  ammunition,  and  had 
not  so  much  as  bread  and  water  to  refresh  them- 
selves with.     Besides  this  they  expected  to  be 
attacked  next  mornii^  by  the  enemy,  against 
whom  they  could  make  no  effectual  resistance, 
being  totally  abandoned  by  the  cavalry.    In  these 
forlorn  and  destitute  circumstances,  they  came  to 
the  desperate  resolution  of  surreudering  them- 
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BOOK  vr.  setfeB  prisoners  of  war,  to  the  amount  of  twenf  >  - 

1707.  three  entire  battalions.  The  duke  of  lier\vi(  k  is 
said  to  have  been  astonished,  and  scarcely  to 
have  credited  the  officer  who  brought  the  mes- 
sage. The  Portuguese  and  part  of  the  British 
cavalry^  with  the  foot  that  guarded  the  baggage, 
made  good  their  retreat  to  Alcira,  where  the 
broken  remains  of  the  army  mournfully  assem- 
bled, after  sustaining  a  loss  of  14,000  men,  ex- 
clusive of 800  oOicers  ;  with  all  the  artillery,  equi- 
page, ammunition,  and  standards.  Das  M inas 
made  an  early  escape  with  the  Portuguese  cavalry 
to  Xativa ;  and  the  earl  of  Galway,  who  charged, 
first  as  general,  at  the  head  of  the  left  wing,  and 
then  as  a  volunteer  iu  Fabreque's  regiuu  nt  of 
dragoons,  retired  reluctantly  from  the  held,  after 
receiving  a  dangerous  wound  on  the  head  with  a 
sword.  The  day  after  the  hattle  ihv  duke  of  Or- 
leans arrived  to  take  the  command  of  the  Spanish 
army,  which  had  now  acquired  the  most  decisive 
superiority;  and  though  the  earl  of  Gal  way  did 
all  that  an  active  and  able  general  could  to  re- 
trieve so  great  a  misfortune,  and  compensate  for 
the  error  into  which  he  had  been  led  by  the  ex- 
cess of  his  zeal^  yet  Arra»:on  and  Valentia  were 
gradually  evacuated,  and  the  canipai^u  concluded 
with  the  siege  and  capture  of  Lerida  by  tho 
skipwreck  Spaniards. 

of  SirClnu-  1    ,  .  n     1  A  1 

dedeyshb-    The  naval  history  of  the  present  year  aUo, 
from  causes  impossible  for  human  wisdom  to 
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i:n:ir(l  ajvaiiist,  is  most  disastrous.  From  the  pe- 
riod of  the  dismission  of  sir  George  Rooke,  sir 
Cloudesle^  Shovel  had  comaiauded  in  the  Medi- 
terranean with  high  reputation — co-operatiog« 
ageeably  to  his  orders^  v^ith  the  duke  of  Savoy 
in  tlie  siege  of  Toulon,  where,  by  universal  ac- 
knowledgment, he  performed  all  that  could  be 
expected  from  a  ^!  leat  naval  officer.  11c  made 
himself  master  of  two  forts  at  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour,  he  kept  up  a  tremendous  bombard- 
uieut  on  tlie  tox^u,  and  destroyed  or  compelled 
the  enemy  to  destroy  not  less  than  twenty  ships 
of  war  lying  there,  eight  of  which  were  of  the 
iine  of  battle.  On  the  miscarriage  of  tliis  expe- 
dition he  left  a  strong  squadron  under  the  com- 
mand of  bir  Thomas  Diikes  for  the  Mediter- 
ranean service^  and  sailed  from  Gibraltar  with 
the  rest  of  the  fleet,  consisting  of  fifteen  ships  of 
the  line,  for  England.  On  the  22d  of  October, 
1707,  he  had  ninety  fathom  water  in  the  sound- 
ings, and  brought  the  fleet  to,  tl.c  weather  being 
extremely  huzy.  Towards  evening  a  fresh  and 
apparently  favourable  gale  springing  up,  he  made 
the  signal  for  sailing,  supposing  the  channel  to 
be  open.  But  by  eight  o'clock  signals  of  distress 
were  made  by  several  of  the  fleet,  who  found 
themseivesj  to  their  astonishuient,  upon  the  rocks 
to  the  westward  of  Sciliy.  The  Association,  iu 
which  sir  Cloudcaley  hiuis(;lf  hoisted  his  flag. 
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struck  and  instantly  foundered  with  all  the  crew; 
as  also  the  Eagle  and  Romney.  The  Royal  Aone 
was  saved  by  an  extraordinary  presence  of  mind 
and  activity  in  sir  George  Byng  and  his  men, 
wbo  shifted  the  sails  when  within  a  ship's  length 
of  a  rock  to  the  leeward.    Lord  Dursley  in  the 
St.  George  had,  if  possible,  a  still  more  mira^ 
eulous  escape ;  for  his  ship  was  dashed  on  the 
same  ridge  of  rocks  with  the  Association  :  and 
the  same  wave  which  was  perceived  to  be  fatal 
to  the  latter,  set  the  St.  George  again  afloat.  Sir 
Cloudesley  Shovel's  body,  being  the  next  day 
with  many  others  cast  on  shore  and  found  on  the 
strand,  was  carried  to  I^ndon  and  interred  in 
Westminster  abbey,  where  a  monument  was 
erected  in  memory  of  this  renowned  admiral, 
who  ranks  amongst  the  greatest  sea-commanders 
•f  that  or  any  other  age.   Of  undaunted  resolu* 
tion  and  intrepidity,  he  was  at  the  same  time 
.  eminent  for  generosity,  frankness  and  integrity. 
Unversed  in  the  wiles  and  machinations  of  courts* 
he  was  uniform  and  consistent  in  his  zeal  for  the 
liberty,  and  in  his  attachment  to  the  religion,  of 
his  country.    This  p^reat  man  was  the  artificer  of 
his  own  fortune,  and  by  his  personal  merit  alone, 
from  the  lowest  beginnings  rose  to  the  highest 
6tativ)u  in  the  navy,     liis  loss  was  regarded  as 
national,  and  his  tomb  was  consecrated  by  the 
tears  of  his  country.   Tliis  terribk  calamity  waa 
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period  arrived  of  the  total  dcstructiou  of  the  1707. 
Freoph  fisheries  at  Newfoundland — several  fri- 
gates on  tliat  station  being  taken  or  burnt,  and 
upwards  of  300  boats  demolished,  with  70JXX) 
quintals  of  fish.— ^uch  are  the  triumphs  of  war  ! 
On  the  other  hand,  the  French  admirals  Foiirbia 
and  Du  Guai'  Tronin  attacked  the  Portugal  and 
West  India  fleets  with  success,  and  captured  seve- 
ral line-of-battle  ships  of  the  convoy. 

The  a&irs  of  Ireland,  for  several  successive 
years,  afford  few  materials  for  general  his- 
tory ;  and  the  governoicnt  of  the  duke  of  Or- 
mond  passed  without  any  very  memorable  oc- 
currence, 'i'he  extreme  oppresbioa  and  misery 
endured  by  the  lower  classes  of  people  in  that 
country  at  this  period  are  recorded  in  striking 
colours  by  the  numerous  and  unarailing  petitions 
remaining  on  the  journals  of  the  Irish  parlia- 
ment. jMulti plied  instances  occurred  every  ses- 
sion of  the  tyranny  practised  by  the  civd^  and 
the  cruelties  exercised  by  the  military  powers^ 
exhibiting  a  complexion  of  manners  lit  He  re- 
moved from  .barbarism.  In  the  month  of  July^ 
1707,  a  session  was  held  by  tlie  earl  of  Pern- 
broke^  in  which  some  faint  attempts  appear  to 
have  been  made  to  obtain  a  reform  of  the  more 
flagrant  existing  abuses.  The  house  of  coui- 
.  mens  passed  a  resolution,  to  which  the  members 

VOL.  II.  A  ▲ 
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BOOK  VI.  engaged  individuallj  upon  their  honour  to  ad- 
^'^^^  here^  in  favor  of  the  manufactures  of  Ireland  ; 

and  the  address  of  the  commons^  conprratuiatiog 
her  majesty  upon  the  glory  which  aho  had  ac- 
quired by  accomplishinfi:  the  union  of  the  British 
kingdoms,  hinted  at  a  more  comprehensive  union, 
which  would  farther  redound  to  the  strcni^th  and 
lustre  of  her  crown.  Happy  had  it  beeu  if  the 
wisdom  and  liberality  of  the  English  government, 
at  this  period,  had  b'^n  as  ready  to  impart  the  in- 
valuable blessinc:'^  of  bcr  coustitutioti  to  the  sister- 
kingdom,  as  Ireland  appears  to  have  been  disposed 
•with  gratitude  to  have  adopted  thein 

^riiameat  '^^^  ^^^^  parliament  of  Great  Britain  was  con- 
of  Great    vcued  ou  thc  23d  of  October  1707,  when  all  the 

Britain  C0ll> 

vcued.  forms  usual  in  the  beginning  of  a  new  parlia- 
ment werc^  observed,  and  Mr.  Smith  was  re- 
chosen  speaker.  Fresh  assurances  were  given  of 
the  resolution  of  the  two  houses  to  support  the 
queen  in  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war; 
and  alter  much  fruitless  investigation  into  the 
causes  of  the  recent  misfortunes  in  Spain,  the 
lords  and  commons  joined  in  a  resolution  and  ad- 
dress, "  tiiat  no  peace  could  be  safe  or  honor- 
able for  her  migesty  or  her  allies,  if  Spain  or  the 
West  Indies  were  suffered  to  continue  in  the 
po\%er  of  the  house  of  Bourbon.'*  To  which  the 
queen  replied,  that  she  was  fully  of  opinion  that 
iio  peace  could  be  safe  till  the  entire  mouarchj^ 
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of  Spain  was  restored  to  the  house  of  Austria."  bookvl 
The  tories  were  unanimous  ia  magnifying  the  i^o^. 
services  of  the  earl  of  Peterborou^-h  ;  who  beiojp  TMszttf 

.   .  re«pcc:in^ 

iustiy  in  disfavour  with  the  ministers  for  his  ex-  the  War  ia 

.  Spain. 

travagant  and  ecceotiic  behaviourj  and  lately  re- 
called by  them^  now  threw  himself  upon  the  pro- 
tection of  the  opposite  party.  The  whigs,  on  the 
other  hand^  yindicated  the  earl  of  Gaiway,  who 
pu])lishod  an  excellent  narrative  of  his  own  con- 
duct in  answer  to  the  accusations  brought  against 
him  by  lord  Peterborough.  Complaints  were  in 
return  preferred  against  the  accuser^  and  letters 
of  the  titular  kipg  of  Spain  produced^  suiBciently 
manifesting  the  dissatisfaction  he  had  felt  atth'e  earl 
of  Peterborough's  j)roceediags.  Upon^ which  the 
earl  brought  so  many  witnesses  to  the  bar,  and  pro- 
duced  such  a  number  of  papers  to  justify  bis  con- 
duct, that  the  house,  after  sitting  day  after  day 
for  near  a  fortnight,  and  wasting  their  time  in 
endless  readings  and  exauii nations^  grew  weary 
of  the  business ;  and  perceiving  that  the  longer 
they  investigaiedj  the  more  tbey  were  piizzied  and 
perplexedj  the  whole  business  was  suilered  to  fail 
to  the  grounds  without  coming  to  any  vote  or 
resolution  whatever  respecling  it. 

A  remarkable  debate  took  place  during  this  P^vy 
session  relative  to  Scotland.     Notwithstandins:  Scotland 
the  union  of  legislatures,  it  was  still  a  doubt  whe- 
ther a  distinct  administration  of  the  executive 

A  A  2 
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fiooKVT.  government  should  not  be  maintained  in  tliat 
1707,  ,  kiiii  clom;  but  the  house  of  commons  were  deter- 
mined against  it :  and  a  bill  was  introduced^  and 
passed  hy  a  crreat  majority,  for  rendering  the 
union  of  the  two  kingdoms  more  entire  and 
complete by  which  it  was  positively  enacted 
that  there  should  bo  but  one  |.rivy  council  in  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain.  The  utmost  influ* 
ence  of  the  court  was  e\(  rtcd  a^aiuht  this  bill 
when  sent  up  to  the  house  of  lords;  where  it 
passed  at  le  gth  with  great  diflScultv>  and  to  the 
extreme  discontent  of  all  those  who  were  jealous 
or  indignant  at  any  circumscription  of  the  royal 
prerogative^  on  a  close  division  of  fifty  to  forty- 
hve  voices. 

On  this  occasion^  that  distinguished  and  illus* 

trious  patriot,  lord  Somers,  delivered  an  eloquent 
and  impressive  speech  in  favour  of  thebill,  shew- 
ing, both  by  argument  and  example,  the  utter  in- 
compat  Ihilily  of  the  existence  of  any  such  body 
as  the  Scottish  council^  vested  with  powers  simi- 
lar to  those  formerly  exercised  by  the  court  of 
star-chamber  in  England,  with  the  faintest  idea 
of  political  liberty.* 
Secretanr       Earlv  in   February  1708  liappened  an  im- 

Harleydit-  ^  ' 

ttisMd.     portant  change  in  the  administration,  by  the  dis- 
mission of  Mr.  Ilarley,  secretary  of  state,  and 

the  promotion  of  Mr.  Boyle,  chancellor  of  the 

•  *  Vide  HAiDwicaa  State  P^qpen. 
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cxcliequer,  to  that  oflice,  who  >vas  sucrecded  bj  eookvl 
Mr.  Smith,  speaker  of  -tbe  house  of  commons.  1707. 
Mr.  St.  John,  secretary  at  war,  aiid  sir  Simon 
Ilarcourt,  attoniey-geueraU  chose  to  follow  the 
fortunes  of  Mr.  Harley,  and  resigned  their  places ; 
tlic  former  of  whii  li  was  given  to  Mr.  Robert 
W  alpole,  now  distinguished  for  his  great  parlia- 
mentary talents  and  capacity  for  business ;  and 
sir  James  Moatairne  was  niadc  attorncv-jreneral. 
The  lords  Godolphin  and  Marlborough  had  for 
a  considerable  {iiiie  past  l)een  very  uneasy  at  tlic 
secret  practices  of  the  late  secretary,  and  the  dan- 
gerous intrigues  carrying  on  by  him  in  conjunc- 
tion w  ith  Airs.  Mashani.  This  charge,  indeed,  the 
secretary  positively  denied ;  and  in  a  letter  writ- 
ten by  him  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  March 
1  i()7,  he  says,  "  I  beg  leave  to  assure  yo!ir  grace, 
that  I  serve  you  by  inclination  and  priueiple,  and 
a  very  little  time  will  make  that  manitVst  ;  as  well 
as  that  I  have  no  views  or  aims  of  my  own." 
And  in  September  following  lie  writes,  I  have 
fur  near  two  years  seen  the  st'>rni  coming  upon 
me,  and  now  I  tind.I  am  to  be  sacriOced  to  sly 
insinuations  and  groundless  jealousies.  I  have 
the  satisfaction  not  onlv  of  niv  own  mind,  but 
my  enemies  and  fiiends  witness  for  me,  that  I 
}iave  ser'«ed  your  gr.K  t',  and  n^y  lor  i  trcasnnT, 
vitb  the  Miccst  honour,  and  by  the  strictest  rules 
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BOOK  VI.     friendship*."    But  these  hypocritical  profes- 
^^^^^  sions  were  too  gross  to  deceive.    At  length  the 
two  scrcat  lords  avowed  their  determination  to 
serve  the  queen  no  longer^  if  he  was  continued 

The  whij^s  in  that  post.    The  queen  cnd('a\  oured  in  vain, 

Intethe  Fa-  j  i  •  •  j* 

Tour  of  the  bj  the  most  soft  and  soothing  expressions^  to  di- 
vert  them  from  this  resolution ;  and  being  herself 
equally  inflexible,  these  great  noblemen,  to  the 
astonishment  of  all^  actually  withdrew  from  court. 
.  Slioitl}  aft(  r  the  queen,  greatly  indignant,  and 
no  doubt  influenced  by  her  secret  advisers,  re- 
paired to  the  cabinet  council^  where  Mr.  Harley 
attcmiited  to  state  sonie  particulars  relative  to  fo- 
reign affairs;  on  which  the  duke  of  Somerset 
said,  "  that  he  did  not  see  how  they  could  deli- 
berate on  such  matters  in  the  absence  of  the  ge- 
neral and  treasurer."   The  other  members  pre- 
sent plaiuij  acquiescing  in  this  sentiment  so 
obvious  and  unavoidable^  the  council  broke  up  in 
disorder,  and  the  queen  sending  for  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,  told  him  Mr.  liarlcy  should  re^ 
sign  ;  which  he  did  within  two  days.    But  from 
this  a»ra  the  queen  harboured  the  deepest  resent- 
nieut  against  the  duke  and  the  treasurer,  and 
manifested  an  incurable  alienation  from  the 
whigs. 

It  is  a  subject  of  mere  speculation,  how  far  tbo 

•  S0MERVILL£'S  Appcudix. 
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queen  might  in  time  have  been  incited  to  adopt  bookvi. 
new  measures  aad  aew  couuseU  to  the  picjadice  1^07. 
of  that  party,  if  she  had  not  been  thus  impoli- 
ticly  urged  and  irritaicd.  Certain  it  is,  that  the 
duchess  of  Marlborough,  who  had  so  many  years 
possessed  an  absolute  ascendant  over  lier  mind, 
DOW  no  longer  retained  the  smallest  degree  of 
in6uence.  But  the  queen,  who  at  present  feared 
as  much  as  she  had  once  loved  her,  was  still 
anxiously  desirous  of  keeping  up  .appearances, 
and  of  maintaining  a  civil  correspondence.  No- 
thing is  more  difficult  than  to  recover  alVection 
which  from  any  cause  has  fallen  into  the  wane. 
The  natural  progress  is  from  coldness  to  dislike. 
But  the  conduct  of  the  duchess,  when  she  disco-  conduct  of 

the  DuchcM 

yered  that  the  queen's  partiality  was  transferred  j^^^'^"" 

to  another,  was  that  of  a  woman  frantic  with 
rage  and  jealousy.  Tears,  solicitations,  upbraid- 
ings,  reproaches,  succeeded  each  other  without 
interraision,  tiil  she  made  herself  equally  the  ob- 
ject of  hatied  and  contempt.  But  till  the  for- 
cible resignation  of  Harley,  there  is  no  good 
ground  to  believe  that  the  queen  entertained  any 
serious  thoughts  of  a  political  change :  her  only 
object  seems  to  ha\e  been,  to  assert  the  privi- 
lege of  having  a  few  persons  about  her  to  whom 
she  could  talk  freely  and  confidentially ;  and  to 
whom,-  however  hopciess  of  relief,  she  could  make 
her  complaints  and  express  her  resentment  of  the 
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BOOK  VI.  Iiard  constraints  imposed  upon  her.    Eveo  after 
^totT^  the  dismission  of  Harley,  her  easy  and  timid  dis- 
position probably  would  not  have  harboured  tbe 
idea  of  exertins:  so  mi&:hty  an  effort  as  was  ne- 
ce.Hsary  to  throw  oil  the  joke  of  the  Marlbo- 
rough connection,  if  subsequent  circumstances 
had  not  in  a  remarkable  and  unexpected  man- 
ner, favoured  a  revolution  in  politics.   In  a  letter 
written  to  the  duchess  of  Marlborough^  in  the 
*   month  of  October  I  i07,  in  answer  to  the  menaces 
thrown  out  by  the  general  and  treasurer,  the 
queen  says  :    I  never  did,  nor  ever  will,  gi\e  Ibcni 
any  just  reason  to  forsake  me ;  and  they  have  too 
much  honour,  and  too  sincere  a  love  for  their 
country,  to  leave  me  without  a  cause :  and  I  beg 
you  would  not  add  that  to  my  other  misfortunes, 
of  pushing  them  on  to  such  aa  unjust  and  unjus- 
tifiable action."  Sheev^n  condescended,  inasub- 
sequent  letter  to  the  dnehess,  to  use  the  fondest 
language,  summoning  up  perhaps  all  the  remains 
of  her*  former  affection,  and  entreating  her  "  to 
banish  all  unkind  and  unjust  thoughts."  ih  r  ex- 
treme earnestness  gives  a  degree  of  pathos  to  bcr 
expression,       Indeed,"  says  the  queen  (o  Irt 
imperious  friend,     I  do  not  deserve  them ;  and 
if  you  could  see  my  heart,  you  would  find  it  as 
bincere,  as  tender,  and  passionately  fond  of  )Oii 
as  ever,  and  as  truly  sensible  of  your  kindness  in 
telling  pie  your  mind  freely  upon  all  octasioiis. 
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Nothing  simll  ever  alter  ine."    But  the  duchess,  book  VI. 
far  from  adopting  that  mild  and  conciliatory  irot. 
mode  of  conduct  which  could  alone  rchimine  the 
almost  extinguished  afi'ection  of  the  queeo^  or 
secure  her  own  interested  purposes^  persevered  in 
treating  her  with  a  violence  and  rudeness  of  de- 
portment which  in  a  short  time  ensured  a  com^ 
plete  victory  to  her  rival  Mrs.  Masham.  But 
these  are  particulars  wbicb^  however  accideutallj 
connected  with  general  politics^  seem  toaiewhat 
triiiing  aud  frivolous — rather  appertaining  to  the 
memoirs  of  a  court  than  to  the  history  of  a  \ 
nation. 

Shortly  after  this  breach  at  court  the  nation  fmmm  cf 
was  alarmed  with  the  news  of  an  invasion.  En-  d^pl!^^^ 
couraged  by  the  daring  spirit  of  faction  and  dis- 
affection now  prevailing  in  Scotland^  incited  by 
the  cariiL.^t  iu\itatiuns  of  a  prodigious  number  of 
persons  of  rank  and  property  in  tliat  kingdom^ 
and  desirous  perhaps  to  avenge  the  tntuH  he  had 
recently  suiltred  at  iouluu^  the  French  king  at 
length  with  a  view  of  making  a  descent  hi 
Nuith  Urittiiii  equippctl  a  powcriiil  armament; 
on  board  of  which  embarked  the  chevalier  de  St. 
George,  son  of  the  late  king  James.  Immedi- 
ately ou  sailing  from  Dunkirk  tiiey  were  closely 
pursued  by  an  English  squadron^  commanded  by 
sir  George  J5vng,  \Niio  captured^  near  the  frith  of 
Fortbj  one  of  their  flag-ships ;  and  the  whole 
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BOOKVL  armament  was  so  scattered  and  dispersed  in  their 
^'^7^^  retreat  from  the  action,  that  they  could  uot  eveu 
eflfect  a  landing,  which  might,  or  rather  must,  at 
the  present  crisis,  have  been  attended  witli  very 
•erious  consequences :  and  after  being  tossed  for 
more  than  a  month  in  a  stormy  and  tempestuous 
sea,  they  at  last  found  theii*  way  back  in  a  shat- 
tered and  distressed  condition  to  the  port  of  Dun- 
kirk.  On  this  occasion  the  most  firm  and  vigo- 
v;g:or(nu  rous  measures  were  taken  by  the  government— 
of  the  go-  such,  however,  as  sufficiently  demonstrated  the 
sense  it  entertained  of  tiie  magnitude  of  the  dan- 
ger. The  habea&>corpu8  act  was  suspejided— 4he 
abjuration  oath  was  tendered  to  all  persons — ^and 
those  who  refused  it  were  declared  to  be  in  the 
c^ondition  of  convict  recusants.  A  vote  of  credit 
passed  the  house  of  conuuons,  and  twelve  bat- 
talions of  troops  were  ordered  immediately  from 
Flanders.  The  queen  herself,  in  a  speech  to 
both  houses,  informed  them  of  this  alaruiini*;  at- 
tempt to  inyade  the  kingdom,  and  to  subyert  the 
government ;  and  publicly  declared,  for  the  first 
and  the  last  time,  as  many  failed  uot  to  remark, 
"  that  her  chief  dependence  was  placed  on  those 
who  had  uiveii  repeated  proofs  of  their  warmth 
and  concern  for  the  support  of  the  Revolution," 
Nevertheless  the  queen  on  this  occasion  is  said 
to  have  discovered  much  personal  afiec  tion  and 
leaderneas  for  her  unfortunate  brother.  Sir  George . 
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Byng  had  no  instructions  relative  to  him  indivi-  book  vl 
dually;  and  when  the  subject  was  under  discu»»  1708. 

8ion  by  the  privy  council,  slie  appeared  «Teatly 
agitated^  and  dissolved  into  tears^  on  which  the 
council  broke  up  in  much  confusion*.  In  the 
popular  speech  delivered  by  the  queen  to  the 
parliament,  the  chevalier  de  St.  George  was,  by 
a  new  designation;,  styled  the  ruETENnER,  which 
term  was  re-echoed  in  the  numerous  addresses 
presented  to  the  queen  from  every  part  of  the 
kingdom  :  and  by  this  appell  ition  he  was  in  fu- 
ture usually  distinguished.  Soon  afler  the  termi* 
nation  of  this  business,  the  pari  lament;,  which  had 
now  sitten  three  years  with  the  highest  reputation 
to  Hself  and  advantage  to  the  public/ was  dissolv- 
ed ;  and  a  new  parliament  summoned  to  meet  in 
November  ( 1708),  in  which  the  whig  interest  still 
maintained  its  ascendency. 

The  dnkc  of  Marl  boron ^rh,  embarking  for  I  lol-  c^mg^^ 
land  on  the  29th  of  March,  arrived  in  a  few  days 
at  the  ll.igue,  wIkmc  he  met  with  priiu  t*  Eugene, 
with  whom  and  the  grand  pensionary  Ucinsius, 
accompanied  by  the  deputies  of  tlie  States,  he 
held  a  long  conference  respecting  the  future  ope- 
rations of  the  war.  The  duke  of  Marlborough 
was  invested  with  the  dis^ity  of  ambassador  ex- 
traordinary, whereas  priuce  £ugene  sustained  no 

*  TiNOAi.,  vol,  X,  p.  243. 
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500ICV1.  dipromatic  character;  consequently  the  Englisli- 
man  was  entitled  to  the  precedeacy.  But  it  was 
remarked  that  the  dvke,  on  enterii^  the  room, 
took  prince  Eugene  by  the  hand,  and  led  bim 
-  to  a  place  above  his  own.  Such  is  the  indifference 
or  contempt  with  which  men  of  elevated  minds 
regard  the  frivolous  distinctions  of  etiquette. 
Having  settled  the  plan  of  the  campaign,  these 
two  illustrious  heroes  and  statesmeu  repaired  to 
the  court  of  Uercnhauseu^  where  thej  were  en- 
tertained with  all  those  marks  of  esteem  and  re- 
gard wliic  h  their  great  and  signal  services  merited. 
The  elector  was  prevailed  upon  again  to  assume 
the  command  of  the  army  u|)v)u  the  Rhino; 
.  and  prince  Eugene  and  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 

rough>  emulous,  not  envious*  of  each  other's 
glory,  had  the  satisfaction  to  serve  togctlicr  iu 
Flanders. 

BMfkof      The  king  of  France,  emboldened  by  the  shc-> 

cess  of  the  last  campaign,  aud  confiding  iu  Uie 
talents  of  his  general  M.  de  Vendome->«-tliough 
the  supreme  couunand,  to  the  risque  or  rather  the 
ruin  of  all  their  measures,  was  vested  iu  tlie  duke 
of  Burgundy,  eldest  son  of  the  dauphiu — seemed 
this  year  inclined  to  actmi;re  upon  the  oil'ensive  : 
and  early  in  the  summer  the  cities  of  Ghent  aud 
Bribes  were  surprised  by  a  detachment  from  the 
Fieiich  arniv  ;  after  whicii  the  due  de  Vendoiue 
sat  down  before  Oudenard.    Prince  Eugene. 
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ftfter  a  short  interval  of  absence,  having  now  re-  bookvl 

joined  the  army  with  a  great  reiaforccmeut  from  ijo^, 
Germany^  the  allied  generals  advanced  vrith  swift 
marches  to  the  relief  of  that  place  ;  on  which  the 
enemy  raised  the  siege  with  precipitation,  and  re- 
treated  towards  the  Scheldt  which  the  main  body 
of  the  French  aimj  passed  at  Gavre.  Tiie  inten- 
tion of  M.  Veudome  was  to  attack  the  allies  when 
the  troops  were  divided  by  the  river ;  and  he  had 
made  his  dispositions  accordin<>:1y.  But  the  pride 
and  ignorance  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy  frustrat- 
ed this  plan,  and  the  Frencli  army  was  thrown 
into  confusion  by  a  variety  of  inconsistent  move- 
ments, when  the  army  of  the  allies,  having  cross-  . 
ed  the  Scheldt  (July  11),  without  opposition, 
appeared  in  sights  and  it  was  too  late  to  think  of 
a  retreat.  The  attack  soon  became  general 
througliout  the  whole  extent  of  those  vast  armies. 
The  Imperial  and  English  generals  charging  at 
the  head  oftiicir  respective  troops  with  a  conduct 
and  valour  worthy  of  their  high  rcnown>  the 
French  were  borne  down  on  all  sides,  unable  to 
sustain  the  shock.  The  electoral  prince  ofllano- 
Ter  had  a  distinguished  share  in  tlie  glory  of  the 
day — ^leading  on  the  Hanoverian  cavalry  sword 
in  hand  to  the  attack  of  the  household  troops  of 
France  with  brilliant  success;  whilst  the « Pre- 
Under,  who  accompanied  the  duke  of  Burgundy, 
and  saw  the  engagement  from  the  steeple- of  an 
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BOOK  VI.  maceot  village^  was  amongst  the  first  to  quit  the 
1708.    field*.  The  brave  Ycldt-inar^chal  Auverquerque, 

though  in  a  languishiugcondition^and  worn  with 
^  the  fiitigues  of  thirty  campaigns^  exerted  his  ex- 
piring vi^or  on  this  occasion^  displaying  all  the 
ardor^  if  not  ail  the  activity^  of  youth.  The 
orders  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy  during  the  en- 
gagement mainfestcd  the  grossest  deficiency  iii 
military  science ;  but  M-  de  Vendome  acted  the 
•part  of  a  great  and  consummate  commander, 
rallying  in  person  the  broken  battalions^,  calling  - 
the  officers  by  name^  and  conjuring  theita  to  main- 
tain the  honor  of  their  country.  The  French 
army  was  in  the  end  entirely  defeated.  Night 
however  saved  them  from  total  ruin :  and  the  due 
de  Vendome,  seeing  all  hope  oi  retneval  cxtin- 
guished>  formed  his  best  troops  into  a  rear-gUard, 
with  \A  hif  h  he  secured  a  tolerable  retioat.  But  the 
loss  suiicred  by  the  French  did  not  amount^  on 
the  lowest  computation,  to  less  than  14  or  15,000 
men;  and  above  i(iO  slaiidards  and  colours  were 
taken.  The  marquis  de  Feuquieres  acknovr- 
kdjres,  that  the  confusion  which  pervaded 
the  French  army  was  such^  that  the  troops  were 

*  Such  at  least  is  tlie  account  of  the  English  and  Dutch 
contemporary  historians.  But  it  must  be  acknowledged  that 
the  French  writers  speak  differently  ;  and  M.  Berwick  in  par- 
ticular expressly  declares,  *'  that  the  king  showed  in  diis  battle 
much  coui  ;igc  and  koeuness." 
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seiih^  seafible  where  ihey  fled  nor  by  wbom  bookvl 

they  were  conducted;" — and  the  extraordinary  ^^oaT' 
ability  aad  presence  of  mind  of  the  due  de  Yen- 
dome  alone-  sustained  the  sinking  fortunes  of 
France. 

In  consequence  of  this  important  victory^  the  OMi<y 
generals  of  the  allies  determined  to  undertakethe 
^  siege  of  Lisle,  the  capital  of  French  Flanders — 
a  town  on  the  fortifications  of  which  Vaubanhad 
exhausted  his  utmost  skill,  and  which  was  de- 
fended by  a  garrison  so  numerouSj  commanded 
by  an  officer  of  such  experience  and  valour,  the 
niarechal  de  Bouffiers,  that  the  success  of  (he  en- 
terprise  was  adjudged  extremely  doubtful.  AU 
the  great  military  talents  of  the  due  de  Vendome 
were  exerted  to  obstruct  the  progress  of  the  siege^ 
and  to  avert  if  possible  the  impending  catastro- 
phe, lie  was  particularly  indefatigable  in  con- 
certing measures  ibr  cutting  oH'  tlie  convoys,  of 
which  the  camp  before  Lisle  stood  in  need :  and 
by  throwing  up  entrenchments  seventy  miles  in 
lengthy  strongly  fortified  with  cannon,  he  actually 
secured  the  passes  of  the  Scheldt,  and  cut  off  all 
communication  with  the  Dutch  territory  by  that 
river :  upon  which  all  things  necessary  for  the 
army  and  siege  were  in  future  sent  by  the  incom- 
modious route  of  Ostend.  A  grand  convoy ^being 
expected  from  that  place>  entrusted  to  the  care 
of  geueidi  .\\  cub,  with  a  guard  of  about  Gi)OJ 
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BOOK  VL  men,  the  due  de  Veadome  detached  the  comte  de 

'^ilir^  la  IMotlie  w  lih  a  body  of  chosen  troops,  amount- 
iog  to  forty  battalions  and  sixty  squadrons^  for 
the  purpose  of  intercepting  it.    As  soon  as  the 
advanced  guard  of  the  English  arri>cd  at  the 
Mie  of  pass  of  Wynendale,  they  perceived  the  enemy 
drawn  up  in  the  distant  plain.    No  sooner  had 
the  Englisli  cleared  the  dclilCj  than  general  Webb 
posted  his  small  force  in  the  opening  contiguous 
to  the  woud  of  Wynendale,  planting  several  re- 
giments in  ambuscade  under  cover  of  the  wood 
on  the  right,  and  a  low  coppice  opposite  to  the 
vood  on  the  left.    The  French  advancing  with 
the  utmost  confidence  to  the  attack^  receiTcd  an 
unexpected  fire  on  both  flanks,  which  threw  their 
whole  hue  into  confusion.  Stilly  however,  press- 
ing for\i'ard,  and  ashamed  to  retreat,  they  again 
rercivt  d  Mie  same  salute,  and  the  disorder  increas- 
ed till  the  wings  were  forced  upon  the  centre ; 
and  a  general  panic  taking  place,  in  spite  of  all 
the  efforts  of  their  otlicers,  they  sought  for  safety 
in  a  precipitate  flight,  leaving  more  men  dead 
ami  NNounded  upon  the  field  than  were  equal  in 
number  to  the  whole  of  the  army  opposed  to 
them.    It  was  allowed  by  all,  that  if  this  great 
convoy  of  800  waggons  had  been  intercepted, 
the  s)j^e  must  have  been  raised  ;  so  that  the  su- 
perior fortune  rather  than  skill  of  the  duke  of 
Marlborough  was  apparent  in  surmounting  this 
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and  the  other  obstacles  which  the  ability  and  vi-  book  vi.  \ 

gilance  of  the  due  de  Vendome^  still  itiore  than  ^o^' 

the  unrivalled  art  of  the  eogineer,  coatiaually 

created.   This  important  town>  after  a  resolute 

and  noble  defence,  and  at  length  its  proud  and 

peerless  citadel,  surrendered  to  the  allied  army 

Dec  10,  to  the  inexpressible  chagrin  of  the 

French  courts  who  saw  the  frontier  of  France  by. 

this  conquest  exposed  to  the  most  dangerous 

future  attacks. 

During  the  siege  of  Lisle,  a  bold  attempt  was 
made  by  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  who  had  with 
ranch  assiduity  and  secrcsy  assembled  a  body  of 
troops  for  tliis  purpose,  upon  the  city  of  Brus- 
sels, which  he  hoped  to  carry  by  surprise  before 
it  could  be  relieved.  But  he  was  himself  sur- 
prised by  the  sudden  appearance  of  the  duke  of 
Marlborough,  who,  by  a  prompt  and  dexterous 
manoeuvre,  passing  the  Scheldt  in  the  night,  and 
dispersing  the  several  corps  distributed  to  guard 
its  banks,  which  were  almost  every  where  strongly 
fortified,  continued  with  all  speed  his  march  to 
Brussels,  and  the  elector  was  obliged  to  raise  the 
sieu;e  so  precipitately,  that  he  left  behind  him  his 
artillery,  his  ammunition,  and  provisions.* 

No  sooner  had  the  citadel  of  Lisle  capitulated, 
than  a  resolution  was  taken,  late  as  the  season 
then  was,  though  still  unusually  open  and  fine, 
to  recover  the  important  city  of  Ghent,  lost  at 

VOL,  II.  B  B 


Digitized  by  Google 


370  HISTORY  OF  GIIEAT  BRITAIN, 

BOOK  VL  the  commenceineiit  of  the  campaign^  and  which 
1701.  wa*  the  key  of  the  principal  riyers  and  canals. 
Count  lie  la  Mothe,  whose  reputation  had  been 
extremely  tarnished  by  his  feeble  defence  of  Os- 
tend^  and  who  had  been  recently  and  most  dis- 
gracefully beaten  at  Wynendale^  was  in  com- 
mand there  with  thirty-seven  battalions.  Far, 
Olient  and  bowever,  from  being  inspired  with  the  noble  am- 
mSfd^  bition  of  retrieving  his  military  character,  in 
ifour  days  only  after  the  opening  of  the  trenches 
he  beat  a  parley  and  surrendered,  though  iio  bat- 
teries were  as  yet  raised  against  the  body  of  the 
place,  and  the  covered  way  bad  not  been  attack- 
ed. He  alleged  in  excuse  the  fear  of  losing  so 
numerous  a  garrison,  if  they  should  by  an  obsti- 
nate and  useless  resistance  be  eventually  made 
prisoners  of  war*.  Unfortunately  for  the  credit 
of  this  argument,  the  frost  immediately  set  in 
with  so  much  violence,  that  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  break  ground  before  the  walls  of  the 
city,  or  even  to  remain  any  longer  in  camp. 
Bruges,  as  usual,  followed  the  fate  and  fortune  of 
Ghent. 

The  operations  of  the  French  general  during 
this  disastrous  campaign  were  not  more  embar- 
lasied  by  the  presence  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy 
than  by  the  weak,  absurd,  and  contradictory 

«  Xhilwof  Berwick's Memoinu  vol.  1.  p.  S3. 
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orders  which  he  received  from  the  minister^  M.  book  vl 
Chamillart.   This  man  had^  from  an  obscure  sta-    not.  ' 

iiouj  raised  himself  to  the  post  of  secretary  of 
state;  i|nd  was  at  this  time  higher  than  any  one 
in  the  royal  favour,  though  his  chief  excellence, 

as  the  duke  of  Berwick  informs  us,  consisted  in  incapacity 

 .  of  tlvc 

his  skill  at  billiard-playing.  The  French  mon-  French  mi. 
archy  seemed,  according  to  the  observation  of  M.  nmuu 
Voltaire,  to  grow  old  with  the  monarch ;  and 
when  statesmen  like  Louvois  and  Colbert,  were 
succeeded  by  such  ministers  as  Barbesieux  and 
Chamillart,  it  is  no  wonder  that  things  did  not  go 
well.  Of  Barbesieux,  the  king  of  Prance  said, 
I  formed  his  father,  and  I  will  form  him  as 
if  it  were  a  branch  of  tlie  royal  prerogatiTe  to 
confer  talents  as  well  as  titles.  After  the  termi- 
nation of  the  campaign  of  170S,  the  clamor  ran 
so  high  against  Chamillart,  th^t  he  was  remoTed 
'  from  the  post  of  secretary,  the  seals  being  trans- 
ferred to  M.  Voisin. 

The  letters  and  dispatches  of  M.  Chamillart, 
written  during  this  campaign,  and  since  made 
public,  are  great  historical  curiosities.  August 
1st,  170^,  he  tells  M.  Berwick,who  commanded  a 
detached  corps  of  observation^  subordinate  to  the 
due  de  Vendome— It  is  evidently  impossibhi 
for  you  to  cover  Artois  and  Picardy,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  enemy's  convoys  from  passing.  Though 
this  last  article  is  of  the  vimost  importance,  it  is 

bb8 
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BOOK  VI.  nevertheless  certain,  that,  prefcrahly  to  any  thing, 
^trosT^  >ou  must  be  atteutive  to  the  motions  the  enemy 
may  make  towards  the  Somme^  &c."  — Oc- 
tober 2.       Nothinp;  would  be  more  dangerous 
thau  to  give  the  euemy  the  idea  I  communicate 
to  you  in  the  utmost  secresy .    I  should  be  unwill- 
ing to  trust  it  to  anv  body  but  yourself.  Thoucji 
I  am  persuaded  il  can  be  qf  no  me,  jet  I  will 
explain  it  to  you.    I  have  taken  it  into  my  head, 
that,  iu  order  to  prescr\e  Lisle,  the  enemy  will 
make  establishments .  at  Armentieres,  Warneton, 
Werwick,  &c.,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  communi- 
cation with  Ostend.    God  seed  I  may  be  mis- 
taken, and  that  you  may  be  able  to  take  Cour- 
tray  and  INIciiin  in  tlui  winter !    Lisle  would  uf 
itself  return  to  the  allegiance  of  its  legitimate 
sovereign." — Oct.  23.      Such  is  the  state  of  af- 
fairs, that  the  resolution  must  be  taken  to  force 
impossibilities,   I  am  obliged  to  tell  you  it  is 
flattering  oneself  to  have  an  idea  of  retaking  Lisle 
this  winter.    Those  people  who  are  for  putting 
oflf  things,  are  only  occupied  aboiit  the  present, 
and  not  at  all  about  the  future.    I  repeat  to  you 
again,  that,  if  the  duke  of  Burgundy  does  not 
immediately  put  as  many  obstacles  as  he  can  in 
the  en<Miiv's  way,  inconvcuiences  will  happen 
which  it  will  be  too  )ate  to  remedy,  &c.  &c." 
This  minister  had  a  wonderful  opini(yi  of  his 
>  own  capacity,  and  always  said  when  any  one 
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beg&n  to  speak  to  him,  ''I  know/*  though  the  book  vi. 
point  in  question  was  quite  a  diiierent  thing  from  ""^j^ 
what  he  imagined. 

Soon  after  the  surrender  of  Lisle,  M.  Berwick 
received  a  private  letter  from  the  duke  of  Marl- 
boroui^li,  signifying  in  frank  and  ingenuous  terms 
that  this  was  a  favourable  occasion  to  set  on  foot 
a  negotiation  for  peace*.  M  Chamillart>  how-  Ptei£c 
ever,  taking  it  into  his  head  that  this  proposal  of  S^^2eDiuk« 
the  duke  proceeded  from  the  bad  situation  of  the  ^r^|^, 
allied  army,  dictated  such  an  extraordinary  an-  ^.^cbL!'^ 
iwer,  that  M.  Berwick  sent  it  in  French  to  show 
that  it  did  not  come  from  him.  The  duke  of 
Marlborough  was  so  highly  offended,  that  both 
M.  Berwick  and  M.  de  Torcy  were  persuaded 
the  extreme  aversion  which  he  afterwards  showed 
in  respect  to  all  propositions  of  peace  originated 
in  resentment  for  the  insult  now  offered  him.  To 
the  same  effect 'we  are  informed  by  another  cele- 
brated and  equally  well-informed  writer,  "  that 
to  his  most  certain  knowledge  France  lost  at  this 
time;  by  the  little  skill  and  address  of  her  princi- 
pal minister,  M.  Chamillart,  in  answering  over- 
tures from  a  principal  person  amongst  the  allies^ 
such  an  opportunity  and  such  a  correspondence, 
as  would  have  removed  some  of  the  obstacles  that 

<^  M«Bsrwick*8  Memoirg— AppeudU. 
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BOOK  vT.  lay  in  ber  waj^  have  prevented  others^  and  pro* 

^^7^  cured  her  peace*." 

The  armies  on  the  Rhine  were  this  summer 
commaBded  by  the  electors  of  Bavaria  and  Ha- 

STfe*^  nover.  Both  generals  were  so  weak  and  so 
equally  unprovided^  that  they  were  not  able  to 
undertake  offensive  operations  on  either  side. 
Aiiter  a  short  and  ineflfectual  campaign^  therefore, 
the  two  armies^  as  if  by  mutual  consent^  retired 
into  winter  quarters ;  the  elector  of  Bavaria  re- 
pairing in  person  to  the  grand  scene  of  action  in 
Flanders,  while  his  more  pacific  rival  returned  to 
the  tranquil  groves  of  Uerenhausen. 

The  miscarriage  before  Toulon  did  not  deter 
the  duke  of  Savoy  from  attempting,  during  the 

in  Half,  present  summer,  another  invasion  of  France. 
Bending  his  march  towards  Savoj  over  Mount 
Cenis,  he  suddenly  turned  short,  and,  eluding  the 
vigilance  of  M.  Villars,  made  himself  master  of 
Exilles,  Fort  la  Perous^  and  the  citadel  lately 
erected  of  Fenestrella ;  by  Which  conquests  he  not 
only  secured  his  own  territory  from  insult,  but 
gained  a  free  passage  into  the  enemy's  country. 
These  sieges  drew  out  into  such  length,  that  the 
snovr  began  to  fall  before  Fenestrella  capitulated. 

At  the  end  of  the  disastrous  campaign  of  1707, 
the  earl  of  Galway  and  tbe  marquis  das  Miuas 

*  Boliiigbroke's  Letters  on  Hkuxyt  vol-  ii.  p.  96. 
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bad  returned  under  convoy  of  an  English  fleet  to  90cik  yt. 
Portugal ;  and,  in  order  that  the  war  in  Spain  T^oiT^ 
mia^bt  be  proseciiled  with  renewed  spiritaod  vi- 
gor^ the  emperor  appointed  to  the  chief  command 
in  Catalonia,  count  Staremberg,  a  general  of  tried 
•Irilitj  and  experience^  and  secoiid  in  repataition 
only  to  prince  Eugene  ;  aad  general  Stanhope 
aoeceeded  the  earl  of  Galway  in  the  eomiiuuid  of 
the  English  auxiliaries.  The  campaign  was 
opened  by  the  duke  of  Orleans  with  the  sieges  of 
Toitoaa  and  Denia,  both  of  which  |daces  surrea- 
dered  after  no  memorable  resistance,  the  impe- 
rial general  not  being  sufficiently  in  force  to  at- 
traupt  their  nAiei ;  and  the  expectation  of  reeoTer«» 
ing  their  superiority  in  tlie  field  was  on  the  part 
of  tJie  allies  wholly  disappointed,  the  whole  01101* 
mer  passing  in  mere  defensiTe  operations. 

In  the  mean  time  sir  John  Leake  made  a  com-  conquest 
pkte  conquest  of  the  island  of  Sardinia,  and,  in  ^dla^ 
concert  with  general  Stanhope,  also  of  Minorca, 
so  celebrated  for  its  noble  and  capacious  harbour 
of  Mahon:  and  the  ))ope  was  menaced  by  tliMe 
British  admiral  with  the  bombardment  of  Civita 
Vecchia,  in  return  for  the  assistance  he  had  pub- 
licly aflbrded  the  Pretender  on  his  late  expeditien 
to  Scotland.  From  this  afi'ront^  however,  the  holy 
pontiff  was  saved  by  the  seasonable  interpositiesi 
of  the  imperial  court  in  his  favor ;  for  his  holiness 
b^d  at  lengthy  though  not  without  the  greatest  re-r 
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BOOK  VI.  luctance^  and  in  consequence  of  the  near  and 
]706«  aburmiiig  approach  of  the  Germanic  anny  from 
Lombardy  to\^'ards  Rome^  recognised  the  arch- 
duke as  king  of  Spain;  excusing  himself  to  Phi- 
lip V.  by  sayings  in  language  very  different  from 
that  formerly  used  by  Gregory  VII.  and  Boni- 
ftce  \iiL,  *'  that  this  recognition  added  nothii^ 
to  the  right  of  his  competitor*." 
jj^^^       In  the  month  of  May  in  the  present  year,  com- 
tionofthc  modore  Waser.  vfho  commanded  in  the  West 
iW  fleet  Indies,  signalised  himself  by  an  attack  upon  the 
Spanish  plate-fleet,  on  its  passage  from  Cartha- 
gena  to  Porto  Bello*   The  fight  began  at  sun- 
'   set ;  and  soon  after  it  was  dark  the  Spanish  ad- 
miral blew  up  with  a  tremendous  explosion. 
The  rear*admiral  struck  about  two  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  the  vice-admiral  escaped  in  a  shattered 
condition.   Another  large  ship  of  forty  guns  was 
'  run  ashore  and  burnt,  and  the  remaining  ships 

*  Le  pape  Clement  XI./*  says  the  president  H^kault, 
foic6  de  lecoxmoitre  Tarchi-duc  pour  roi  d'Espagne,  s*en 
.excuse  anpris  de  FhOippe  V.  en  disant,  que  cette  r6coa- 
Qoissapce  ne  donne  point  un  droit  nouvenu  d  ce  prince. 
D'cioit  pas  ainsi  que  parloient  GiegoifB  VII.  ei  Booi&ce  VIII.*' 
lliatoiTt  dc  France,  vol.  ii.  p.  658. 

M.  Voltaire  on  tliis  occasion  says,  "  Ce  pape  dont  on  disait 
qn!*!!' lesaemblait  k  St  Pierre  parcequ'il  affirmait,  ni^t,  se  re- 
.pentaitj  &  pleunutj  avait  to£ijoure  reconnu  Philippe  V.  k 
rexenple  de  son  pr^dtesseur  ^  Sc  il  £tait  attach^  I  la  maison 
de  Bourbon.**  Butoin  GininUe,  vol.  v.  p.  311. 
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were  with  difficulty  saved  bv  the  intervention  of  book  vi. 
the  dftngerous  shoal  off  Carthagena^  known  by^^Tros!^ 
the  name  of  the  Salmadinas. 

A  singular  incident  happened  about  this  time  singular 
in  London^  which  was  the  public  arrest  of  the 
count  de  MatueoC  tlie  Russian  ambassador,  in  ^°^7a!*^ 
the  open  street^  hy  certaiu  tradesmen  to  whom 
he  was  largely  indebted.  This  affairmade  a  great 
noise,  all  the  foreig-n  ambassadors  interesting 
themselves  as  parties  in  demanding  signal  repara*- 
tion  for  so  gross  an  insult :  and  the  count  declared 
in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Boyle,  secretary  of  state,  that 
if  the  crimtno/x  were  connived  at  under  any  co** 
lour  vvbatsoever,  be  should  instantly  depart  the 
kingdom — leaving  to  the  czar  his  master  the  pro- 
tection of  his  injured  honor.  The  queen  ex^ 
pressed  great  regret  and  reseatment  at  the  in- 
dignity oflered,  and  ordered  a  prosecution  to  be 
instituted  against  the  offenders  by  the  attorney- 
general.  This,  however,  did  by  no  means  satisfy 
the  ambassador,  who  retired  into  Holland,  whence 
he  transmitted  a  letter  from  the  czar  to  tlie 
queen,  requiring  that  capital  punishment  be  in- 
flicted upon  all  concerned  in  this  atrocious  as- 
sault. But  this  de  spotic  monarch,  who  had  ac- 
quired some  ideas  of  civilization,  but  none  of  li- 
berty, was  astonished  to  be  informed,  that  in  Eng- 
land the  laws  were  no  less  obligatory  upon  the 
spvereign  than  the  subject^  and  that  they  autho- 
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BOOK  \n.  rised  no  such  punishment.  The  persons  who 
J 708.  committed  the  arrest  wcra  tried  in  the  court  of 
queen's  bench  bj  lord  chief-justice  Uolt^  aod 
found  guilty.  Hut,  on  arguing  the  point  of  law, 
the  court  was  finally  couij)eUed  to  dismiss  the 
action.  In  order«  however,  to  give  all  the  satia- 
faction  possible  to  the  czar,  an  act  \vas  snbse- 
qucutlj  passed  for  securing  tlie  privileges  of  am- 
bassadors  and  foreign  ministers-— a  beautiful  copy 
of  which,  iioely  illuminated  and  transcribed  on 
▼ellum,  was  presented  to  the  czar  by  Mr.  Whit- 
worth,  the  English  envoy ;  who  at  the  same  time 
acknowledged  and  apologised,  by  the  queen's  or- 
der, for  the  previous  insufficiency  of  the  £nglish 
laws  to  punish  so  heinous  an  offence.  On  which 
the  czar  graciously  declared  his  acceptance  of  the 
apology,  verbally  to  the  envoy,  and  also  by  a  let- 
ter written  with  his  own  hand  to  tlie  queen  ;  and 
.  this  embarrassing  business  was  finally  acyusted 
with  much  good  sense  and  good  temper  on  both 
sides-. 

Dntb  or      On  the  28th  of  October,  170B,  died  his  royal 

ofDcik"  highness  prince  George  of  Denmark,  who  had 
been  twenty-five  years  married  to  the  queen.  His 
total  want  of  tsilents,  his  unaspiring  disposition 
and  mildness  of  temper,  very  happily  combined 
to  qualify  him  for  the  peculiarly  critical  station 
in  which  his  high  fortune  had  placed  him,  and  in 
whi(;h  a  man  of  more  shining  abilities  aiid  murcj 
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daring  ambition  might  have  proved  singularly  book  vl 
troublesome  and  dangerous.   The  earl  of  Peai-|  ''^tS^ 
broke  succeeded  the  prince  in  the  elevated  post* 
of  lord-high-admiral,  though  already  sustaining 
the  offices  of  president  of  the  council  and  lord  ^^1^  ^^ 
lieutenant  of  Ire  land;,  both  of  which  he  now  re-  mina.  . 
signed.    The  former  was  given  to  lord  Somers^ 
and  the  latter  to  the  earl  of  Wharton.   The  earl 
of  Pembroke  findings  as  was  said,  the  business  of 
the  admiralty  too  burdensome,  it  was^  after  a  short  fg^^jg;^^ 
interval,  again  put  into  commission^  the  earl  of 
Orford  being  first  lord  commissioner.    The  ad- 
piinistration  now>  therefore^  was  once  more  con- 
stituted entirely  of  whi^s,  who,  to  outward  ap- 
pearance, were  fixed  on  a  firm  and  immoveable 
foundation;  but  the  ground  was  undermined  be- 
neath them,  and  they  were  themselves  but  too 
sensible  that  they  no  longer  possessed  the  regard 
pr  confidence  of  the  soyereign. 

It  seems,  however,  that  at  this  period  the 
queen>  deeply  as  she  resented  the  conduct  of  the 
Marlborough  party,  entertained  not  any  design, 
scarcely  perhaps  harboured  any  idea,  of  emanci- 
pating herself  from  what  she  undoubtedly  regard- 
ed as  a  political  tyranny.  The  war,  and  the  great 
leaders  and  supporters  of  it,  were  still  highly  po- 
pular: a  new  parliament  was  on  the  eve  of  being 
elected  under  the  influence  of  the  present  mini- 
sters; and  Harley>  whom  the  queen  secretly  and 
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jsooK  VI  conddcnlially  consulfcd,  could  not  cherish  ihc 
1708.    most  distant  hope  that  an  adininistration  of  a  dif- 
ferent complexion,  if  formed,  could  sustaia  itself 

« 

for  a  moment  against  so  extensive  and  so  potent 
a  combination.    The  queen  indeed  seems  to  have 
Politic*  of  considered  herself  as  whoUv  at  the  mercy  of  her 

the  Court.       .   .  -  •  , 

ministers,  and,  upon  some  surmise  that  a  motion 

for  inviting  the  elocloral  prinrc  (o  England 
iiv  ould  be  brought  forward  in  the  ensuing  session, 
at  the  instance,  or  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
v  lii^:^,  she  had  addressed  herself  in  a  letter  to  the 
duke  of  Marlborough,  dated  July  g2d,  1708,  and 
roiiclird  in  the  most  pressing  terms,  to  avert  from 
her  so  intolerable  a  grievance. 

Lord  Haversham,''  says  the  queen,  told 
me  llicre  was  certaiulj^  a  design  lading  between 
the  whigs  and  some  great  men  to  have  an  address 
made,  in  next  session  of  parliament,  for  inviting 
'  the  electoral  prince  over  to  settle  here.  I  told 
him  if  this  matter  should  be  brought  into  parlia* 
ment,  whoever  proposed  it,  whether  whig  or  torv, 
I  shonld  look  upon  neither  of  them  as  my  friends. 
What  I  have  to  saj  npon  the  subject  at  this  time 
is,  to  begjou  would  find  whether  there  is  anv  de- 
sign, where  you  arc,  that  the  young  man  should 
make  a  visit  in  the  winter;  and  contrive  some  w  ay 
to  put  any  such  tiiougUt  out  of  their  head,  that 
the  difficulty  may  not  be  brought  upon  me  of  re- 
fusing him  leave  to  come  if  he  should  ask  it,  or 
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forbidding  liim  to  come  if  he  should  aticispt  it  book  vi. 
For  one  of  these  tw  o  things  1  must  do,  it'  cither  he  i7u*. 
or  his  father  should  have  any  desires  to  have  him 
see  this  country;  it  being  a  thini^;  I  cannot  bear 

to  have  any  successor  here,  though  hut  for  a 
week."  From  the  result  it  appears  that  the  jea- 
lous apprehensions  of  the  qi:con  were  tn  alcd  with 

« 

that  indulgence  by  the  mioisiry  which  the  case 
required,  and  in  return^  the  earls  of  Orford  and 
Wharton^  and  lord  Somers^  all  of  them  great  and 
zealous  vrhigs,  were,  as  we  have  seen,  advanced 
to  very  hi<^h  posts  under  the  government. 

The  new  parliament  met  on  the  16th  of  No-  Sesiuon  of 
vember  170S,  and  chose  sir  Richard  Onslow  ^""^ 
speaker.    On  account  of  the  recent  death  of  the 
prince  of  Denmark,  the  queen  did  not  open  the 
session  in  person ;  but  the  lord  chancellor^  in  the 
name  of  the  sovereign,  delivered  a  speech  on 
the  usual  topics,  concluding  with  the  declaration; 
"  thai  her  majesty  will  always  endeavour,  on  her 
part,  to  make  her  people  happy  to  such  a  degree 
as  that  none  shall  enter  into  measures  for  the 
disturbance  of  her  p:ovcrnmcnt,  the  union,  or  the 
protestant  succession  as  by  law  established,  with- 
out acting  at  the  same  time  manifestly  against 
their  own  true  and  lastinc;  interest,  as  well  as 

• 

their  duty."  The  whigs  having  a  decided  as- 
cendency in  this  parliament,  there  was  little  scope 
for  important  or  intercbting  debate  during  the 


# 
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VI.  present  session.    A  few  questions,  however,  oc^ 

^^l^Q^  curred  worthy  oriiistoric  notice.  The  lords  Haddo 
and  Johnstown^  eldest  sons  of  Scottish  peers,  be- 
ing returned  as  representatives  of  the  shires  of 
Aberdeen  and  Linlithgow,  petitions  were  pre- 
sented against  them  as  incapable  by  the  act  of 
union  of  sitting  in  the  house  of  commons.  By 
an  act  of  the  Scottish  parliament,  regulating  the 
mode  of  electing  sixteen  peers  and  forty-five  com- 
moners of  that  kingdom  to  represent  Scotland  in 
parliament,  and  ratified  by  the  act  of  union,  it 
was  decluK  d,  that  none  shall  be  capable  io 
elect  or  be  elected  to  represent  a  shire  or  burgh 
in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  but  such  as 
are  now  capable  to  elect  or  be  elected  as  commis- 
sioners for  shires  or  burghs  to  the  parliament  of 
Scotland."  And  several  instances  were  alleged 
of  the  rejection  of  the  eldest  sons  of  peers  by  the 
Scottish  parHaments— particularly  the  son  of  vis- 
count Tarl)at  in  1CS5,  and  of  lord  Levingstoue 
in  1689.  The  cass  being  clearly  made  out,  new 
writs  were  issued  for  the  counties  V>f  Aberdeen 
and  Linlithgow. 

The  duke  of  Queensberry  having  been  created 
an  English  peer  by  the  title  of  duke  of  Dover, 
and  taken  his  seat  in  parliament  as  such,  had  ne- 
vertheless claimed  his  privil^e  of  voting  as  a 
peer  of  Scotland  in  the  election  of  the  sixteen  peers. 
This  precedent  was  objected  against  as  inequitable 
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aod  dangeniiia,  and,  on  a  diviiion^  the  matter  in  book  vi. 
dispute  >vas  determiucd  apiinst  the  duke  of  1708. 
Qiieenaberry^  though  supported  by  the  mtluence 
ni  the  court.  This  nobleman  now  occupied  the 
office  of  third  secretary  of  state ;  and  to  hiin  was 
committed  the  entire  numagement  of  the  affiuia 
0  f  Scotland. 

A  remarkable  law»  originating  in  the  terron 
excited  by  the  late  invasion^  was  passed  in  <he 
course  of  the  present  session  for  the  regulation  of 
triab  for  high  treason  in  Scotland.  By  a  clause  Engihiihir 
of  this  act^  torture  was  abolished^  and  the  forms  extended 
of  procedure  in  the  Scottish  judicatures  were  as»  und 
similated  nearly  to  the  mild  and  equitable  prac- 
tice of  the  English  courts.  Butj  as  a  heavy 
drawback  on  this  indulgence^  the  pains  and  fof^ 
feitures  of  the  Englidi  law  were  extended  to  Scot- 
land. This  was  vehemently  op  posed  by  the  Scot- 
tish members^  who  declared  it  to  be  incompatible 
with  the  perpetual  entails  of  the  greater  part  of  ' 
the  Scottish  landed  estates ;  and  since  by  the  act 
of  union  all  private  rights  were  expressly  reserved, 
it  was  inferred  that  no  breach  could  be  made  on 
those  settlements.  After  much  debate,  the  house 
of  comnont  inserted  a  clause,  that  no  estate  in 
land  should  be  forfeited  upon  a  judgment  of  high 
ticftson.  The  lords  agreed  to  the  amendment  with 
the  farther  proviso^moved,  as  history  cannot 

without  concern  record,  by  lord  Somers-— 
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BOOK  VL  ''that  it  should  not  take  place  till  after  the  death 

^'^^^of  the  Pretender  "  This  made  the  bill  odious  in 
Scotland,  notwithstanding  the  general  mildness 
and  equity  of  its  provisions  ;  and  ihc  term  of  its 
duratiou  being  at  a  subsequent  period  extended 
to  the  death  of  the  sons  of  the  Pretender,  it  still 
uuhappil)"  exists  a  monumeut  of  uatioual  revenge 
and  injustice. 

Art  of  Towards  the  end  of  the  session,  an  act  of  c:racc, 
expressed,  as  tiie  enemies  of  the  minister  mali- 
ciously observed,  in  terms  remarkably  full,  par- 
doning: all  treasons,  &e.  committed  before  the  ll>lh 
of  April  1708,  passed  without  any  difficulty,  and 
with  the  usual  compliment  of  tiianks ;  and  on 
the  2hio£  April  ilOd  the  parliament  was  pro- 
rogued. 

During  the  whole  of  the  present  session,  under 
the  auspici(»us  direction  of  the  present  whig  mi- 
nisters, the  convocation  was  not  suffered  to  sit. 
For  v^hcn  the  day  came  on  which  it  was  to  he 
opened,  a  writ  was  sent  from  the  queen  to  the 
archbishop,  orderiqg  him  to  pror(^e  the  eonvo- 
. cation  for  some  months ;  at  the  end  of  which  term 
came  a  second  writ  ordering  a  second  proroga- 
tion; by  which  means  a  stop  was  put  to  much 
factious  clamor,  uoitie,  aud  nonsense.  But  the 
high-church  party  gave  out  that  the  queen's 
hi  l  was  with  them,  thougli  the  war  and  other 
circumstances  obliged  her  at  present  to  favor 
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the  adverse  party — which  indeed  was  the  real  book  vl 
truth  ;  aad  it  became  everjr  day  more  appareot.  ^^7^^* 
Od  the  5th  of  May  1709,  the  earl  of  Wharton^  oppi 


successor  to  the  earl  of  Pembroke  in  the  govern-  m^t^tht 
ment  of  Ireland^  opeoed  4he  session  of  parlia-  whanon 
ment  with  a  speech,  in  which  this  avowed  *" 
and  zealous  advocate  for  liberty  exhibited  him- 
self in  the  odious  character  of  a  bi^t  and 
persecutor.  He  called  the  attention  of  the  two 
houses  to  the  inequality  between  the  Roman-ca- 
tholics and  protestants  with  respect  to  numbers, 
and  reminded  them  of  the  sanguinary  disposition 
of  the  former,  as  often  as  they  had  an  opportu- 
nity to  gratify  it.  The  Irish  parliament  wanted 
little  incitement  at  any  time  to  e^^tend  and  ren- 
der more  fisrooiousthe  persecuting  laws  against 
the  papists ;  and  in  pursuance  of  this  suggestion, 
a  horrid  bill  was  introduced  and  passed,  inflict- 
ing penalties  disgraceful  to  humanity  on  those 
they  were  pleased  to  consider  as  delinquents; 
though,  since  the  ssra  of  the  Revolution,  the  ca- 
tholics had  submitted  with  exemplary  and  uni- 
form patience  to  hardships  and  oppressions,  un- 
der the  intolerable  pressure  of  which  even  their 
sighs  and  groans  were  regarded  as  syuiptoms  of 
an  implacable  and  rebellious  spirit.  A  proro- 
gation of  parliament  took  place  on  the  30th  of 
August,  and  in  the  succeeding  month  of  May 
(A.  D.  1710)  another  session  was  held  by  the  earl  ^ 
Wgi"  II.  c  c 
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Boon  n>  of  WlnrtoB,  in  wUch  mmte  sets  passed  (or  the 
lyowL    encouragement  of  raanu&u:tiires  and  commerce 
At  Ike  latler  end  of  the  ssnuner  tbis  aobleowa 

took  his  liiKil  lca>e  of  Ireland,  (ho  government  of 
¥rkich  im  his  kaods  displayed  tbroii|i^ut  the  fiea- 
turet  ofTiolenee  aod  injustice*. 

^^^tor       Framce  being  new  reduced  lo  great  exfrevu- 


ivarr      ties  by  the  unparalleled  seriei  of 

opened  at  ^ 

dw  Hague,  ^hicli  had  attended  her  ann^,  a>  \\A\  as  bv  the 
decline  and  almoflt  extinction  of  public  credit 
from  the  unjust  and  despotic  measures  of  inaare 
adopted  bv  tlic  courts  a^ain  entertained  serious 
thoughts  of  peace ;  and  ailer  the  departure  of  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  to  Ensftand,  !Vf.  Rouille 
was  sent  to  Ilt^lland  to  treat  \vil]i  the  States  upon 
the  subjectf.  But  their  high  mightinesses,  tteugh 

• 

*  The  &mous  Swifts  vbo  bad  been  disappointed  in  bis  e&« 
pectatiom  of  prefennent  from  this  nob!eroan,  has  drawn  his 

portr  lit  with  r.ll  die  force  of  wit  and  malice,    *'  He  is/*  Siiy« 
tbis  J  olitical  cnricaturist,     without  tlie  ^<.*i-.-c  of  sh.Tme  or  glon', 
as  toiue  mea  are  w  iiiiout  the  scn^  oi  smeliiog  ^  and  thcrcf^  re 
a  good  name  to  him  b  no  more  than  a  precious  ointment  w  <  .  d 
be  to  these.   He  goeth  constantly  to  prayers  in  the  form  of  his 
place,  and  will  talk  baudy  and  blasphemy  at  the  chapel  door: 
he  IS  a  prt^sb ,  terian  in  politics,  and  an  athei>t  in  leligioii.  He 
has  three  pretlominant  passions,  love  of  power,  lore  of  pleasure, 
and  h>\c  of  iiv  ii;'}",  having  gained  by       g(i\eriinient,  of  uiulor 
two ;  curs,  tive  and  forty  thousand  pounds.    1 1  •  w  i',  never  yet 
know  n  to  rcfu<»e  or  keep  a  promise.    But  here  1  desire  to  dis- 
tingui^ih  between  a  proroi^  and  a  bargain,  for  be  will  be  sm 
to  keep  the  latter  wbetk  be  has  the  ftirest  oder.** 
t  March  lyog. 
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tlicj  permitted  biitt  to  enter  the  eouatrr,  voiiMk)OK  tt 
«liiiit  Mr  eommafiif ation  without  the  knowledge  '^'ItSJ*^ 
aud  partici  pation  of  their  allies  the  queen  of  Eng- 
Ind  and  the  emperor.  Is  April,  prince  Eugrene 
mad  the  duke  of  Marlborough  arrived  at  the 
Hague,  and  held  aevenl  conferences  with  the 
penaionarr  and  the  deputies  of  the  States  respect- 
ing: the  proposals  of  AT.  Rouille,  whose  oyer- 
tures  were  finallj  declared  unsatisfactorv,  and  tb« 
dnke  returned  in  a,short  tinie  to  London.  The 
ifcuc  h  court,  uuwiliing  to  relinquirii  all  hope  of 
pncification,  resolred,  upon  this  iiltenigence,  to 
•end  M.  de  Torcy,  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  to 
the  Hague,  in  person,  in  order  to  renew  the  ne- 
gntistion.  The  dnke  of  Alarlborough  aud  lord 
Townsheod,  a  yoaog  nobleman  rising  into  poli- 
tieal  eminence,  and  now  joined  with  the  duke  in 
thie  important  commission,  immediately'  repaired 
thither  a  second  time;  and  count  Zinzen  Jorf  also 
tfrived  nearly  at  the  same  time  from  Vieiina  as 
joint  plenipotentiary  with  prince  Eugene.  The 
conferences  ifrere  now  revived  witli  fresh  aider  ; 
•■d  such  conressions  made  by  IVf .  de  Torcy  on 
the  |,art  of  the  French  iting  as  the  dire  necessity 
of  his  aliairs  denmnded^-sneh  indeed  as  ainplv 
lecortd  the  interests,  and  ought  to  ha\e  satisfied 
the  utmost  ambition  of  die  atUes.  The  French 
•inister,  having  gone  without  avail  to  the  utmost 
extent  of  his  commisrion,  required  a  specification 
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vr.  of  tbe  terms  on  which  the  allies  would  grant  peace 
1709.       Fraqre.    Preliminary  articles  were  accord* 

in^ly  framed  and  even  signed  by  tbe  ambassadors 
of  the  allied  powers ;  which  M.  de  Torcy  was  an* 
tborised  to  lav  before  his  Most  Christian  ma- 
jesty, and  to  \^hicb  he  promised  that  a  final  an« 
swer  should  be  given  on  or  before  the  4th  of  June 
ensuing  ( 1709).    The  articles  imported  in  sub- 
$Uuce,  "  That  the  Most  Christian  king  shall  ac- 
knowledge Charles  III.  as  king  of  Spain ;  that  in 
'  two  moull^  Sicily  shall  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
king  Charles;  and  the  duke  of  Anjou  shall  eva- 
cuate Spain;  to  which  if  he  refuses  his  consent, 
the  French  king  and  the  allies  shall  enter  into 
proper  measures  for  its  enforcement — ^that  the 
French  king  shall  deliver  up  Strasburgh  and  Lan- 
dau to  the  emperor^  and  demolish  New  Brisac, 
Port  Louis,  and  Huningt»n — that  he  shall  ac- 
kaowledge  the  queen  of  Great  Britain  and  tJie 
protestant  succession— that  be  shall  demolish 
Dunkirk,  and  cause  the  Pretender  to  retire  from 
Frsnoe — ^that  be  shall  deliver  up  Furnesj  MeniUp 
Ypies«  WaiHeten,  Commines,  Werwick^  Pope- 
tiog^n.  Lisle,  Coude,  and  Maubeuge,  for  the 
Vainer  of  the  &ales — that  he  shall  make  over 
E.xilles,  Fenestitlla,  and  Chemont,  \*ith  the  val- 
ley of  Pragelasy  &c.  for  a  barrier  to  tiie  duke  of 
Savoy— that  the  pretenH&ns  of  the  dectors  of 
JBa\iiria  and  Cologue  «haU  be  referred  to  tl:e  ge* 
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aeral  negotiation — ^thatllie  allies  shall  be  allowed  booiK|VL 
to  make  farther  demands  at  the  general  coiigress— ^  170^ 
tliat  the  suspension  of  arms  shall  terminate  at  the 
eod  of  two  mouths^  if  the  whole  Spanish  mo- 
narchy be  not  surrendered  up  before  that  time/' 
Such  Nvas  the  excessive  rigor  of  these  terms,  that 
M.  deXorcy  was  observed. to  be  atiected  even 
to  tears  in  the  course  of  the  confeiences*.  The 
king  of  France,  deriving  courage  from  despair,  un«icce«»- 
determined  to  reject  these  exorbitant  demands ;  ^j^*"^ 
and  on  the  4th  of  June,  prince  Eugene,  being 
then  at  Brussels^  received  a  letter  from  M.  de 
Torcy,  importing  that  his  Most  Christian  ma- 
jesty, havinj!;  examined  the  project  of  peace  con- 
eluded  at  the  H^;ue^  found  it  impossible  for  him 
to  accept  it.  Tlie  article  which  chiefly  influenced 
bis  decision  was  ttie  last,  whicbj  as  he  affirmedj 
made  the  continuance  of  peace  to  depend  upon 
0,  condition  not  in  his  power  to  execute — ^though 
he  consented  to  recognize  the  archduke  as  king 
of  Spain,  and  to  withdraw  all  assistance  from  the 
feigning  monarcbf .  # 

*  Cunningharn,  vol.  ii.  p.  24 1 . 

t  M.  de  Torcy  was  most  politely  received  by  the  duke  of 
Marlberaa^f  who  dsnied  noi  his  secret  correspondeDce  with 
the  house  pf  ^tJOiftt.  But  all  the  iatimations  of  peoonal  ad* 
vantage  held  out  to  fnna.  zjfiado  no  ^bl?  Imptession.  It  was 
well  understood  that  the  Dutch  deputation,  satisfied  as  to  their 
barrier,  were  willing  to  relax  in  the  articles  respecting  Nnples 
find  Sicily }  but  prince  Eugene  and  jtbe  dpke  were  obstinate 
^od  imQioveaUe.-»ToacT's 
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BOflflMW.    This  ne^tiation,  though  unsuccessful,  au- 
17(39.    swcrcd^  nevertheless^  a  good  purpose  to  the  kiog 
France,  ipdio,  in  an  appeal  to  the  French  na^ 

S^^ud.'"  stated  the  prelimiuaries  insisted  upon  by  the 
allies.  ^  I  order  you/'  sajs  the  Most  Christun 
kwi^  in  his  circular  letter  to  the  archbishops  and 
bibiiops  of  his  kiiigdoui,  and  governoi*s  of  pro- 
vinces^ to  acquaint  my  people  within  the  ex- 
teut  of  your  2:overnin(Mits  that  they  sliould  eujtiy 
peace  if  it  had  been  iu  my  power^  as  it  was  ia 
my  to  procure  them  a  good  they  wish  for 
w  ith  reaj>ou ;  but  which  must  be  obtaiued  by  new 
efforts^  since  the  imiaeuse  concessioBB  I  would 
have  granted  are  useless  towards  the  restoring 
of  the  public  tranquillity."  This  had  a  powerful 
eflbct  upon  that  great  and  high-spirited  people^ 
who  dechired  their  readiue^s  to  suft'er  all^  aud  to 
sacrifice  all^  rather  than  submit  to  such  igno* 
miny.  Even'  in  'England  the  impression  made 
was  very  visible.  It  seemed  unnatural^  and  con- 
trary to  every  feeling  of  humanity,  to  compel  the 
king  of  Fiance  to  becomi'  a  jiarty  in  dethroning 
a  prince  of  his  own  blood,  ilow  long,  it  was 
asked,  would  Spain  have  been  able  to  have  re- 
^iijilcd  the  united  force  of  the  allies  without  the 
assistance  of  France  ?  Every  proposal  from  that 
court,  it  was  remarked,  was  condemned  as  un- 
reasonable before  it  was  examined;  or  if  the  rea- 
•*^onablencss  was  so  conspicuous  thai  it  could  aof 
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be  denied^  then  exclamations  were  raised  agaiust  book  vl 
them  for  want  of  sincerity.  But  surely  the  sin-  ^^t^T^ 
parity  of  France  was  fully  proved  by  an  offer 
to  surrender,  immediately  on  the  ratification  of 
the  articles^  those  fortresses  which  composed  the 
Dut(!i  biiniir,  ;iiul  which  might  and  ])robably 
would  have  taken  years  to  conquer.  In  a  word^ 
all  persons  of  moderation  and  reflexion  saw 
clearly,  IVom  the  terms  now  oHered  and  refused, 
that  the  war  was  in  future  to  be  continued  merely 
to  stratify  the  immeasurable  ambition  of  the  house 
of  Austria  ;  and  that,  exclusive  of  the  flagrant  in- 
justice .of  forcing  on  the  Spamards  a  soyereiga 
who  was  the  ohjcct  of  the  national  abhorrence* 
the  policy  of  the  measure  w  as  in  present  circum- 
stances, extremely  doubtful.  For,  the  power  of 
Franc(^  being  so  greatly  reduced  while  the  gran- 
deur of  the  imperial  family  was  elevated  in  the 
same  proportion,  no  less  danger  was  to  be  appre* 
bended  from  transferring  Spain  and  the  Indies  to 
the  house  of  Au^tria>  than  by  leaving  them  in  pos- 
session of  a  prince  of  the  house  of  Bi>urbon.  From 
this  aTa  the  unpopularity  of  the  war  and  of  the 
existing  whig  administration  may  undoubtedly  be 
dated.  Tlie  tories  saw  and  impruved  the  advan- 
tage thus  impoliticly  aiforded  them"^ :  and«  to  the 

*  Vide  Swift's  Conduct  of  the  Alties — a  tract  of  great  im- 
portaBGex  as  containing  an  ezceUent  and  admirable  summary 
of  the  tx>ry  argumcntB  against  tbf^  war. 
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BOOK  VI.  honor  of  the  people  of  Euglaod^  no  sooner  wen 
1709;   they  convinced  of  the  injustice  of  the  war  than 
it  became  the  subject  of  general  reprobation. 
There  may/'  says  lord  chancellor  Clarendon, 
be  better  earthy  better  air,  and  a  warmer  sun  in 
other  countries ;  but  England  is  an  inclosoie  of 
the  best  people  in  the  worlds  when  they  are  well 
informed  and  instructed.*' 

kHaaSm.  negotiation  being  now  at  an  end,  the  cam: 
paign  in  Flanders  was  opened  in  June  1709  by 
the  siege  of  Toumay,  which  sorrendf  red  at  din 
cretion^  after  a  long  and  obstinate  resistance. 
Parties  of  the  besiegers  were  in  repeated  instaocea 
Buddenly  blown  up  by  the  springing  of  the  mioeii 
with  which  the  fortifications  were  surrounded. 
Sometimes  the  soldiers  from  the  garrison  and  the 
camp  met  under  ground  while  employed  in  mining 
and  countermining,  and  furious  combats  took 
place  in  those  dark  subterranean  passages.  The 
citadel  of  Tournay  did  apt  surrender  till  tb^  3d 
of  September.   The  allies  next  prepared  to  attack 

3atticof  tiie  city  of  Mons;  but  the  French  army,  now 
commanded  by  marech^l  Villars,  posting  them- 
selves behind  the  woods  of  La  Mertc  and  Tanieres, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Malplaquet,  in  order  to 
obstruct  this  design,  the  dufce  of  Marlborough 
aud  prince  Eugene  formed  a  resolution,  Sept£in-> 
her  1 1,  to  attack  the  French  general  in  his  camp, 
which,  naturally  strong,  he  had  fortified  \vitb  re- 
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doubts  behind  redoubts,  and  eotrenchnieiits  b^BOox  v\ 

liiud  entrench mjuts^  with  such  care  and  diligence  )70|^ 
ts  to  make  it  apparently  inaccessible.  After  ap 
obstinate,  fierce^  and  bloody  en^ragement,  how* 
CTer,  the  lincft  were  forced ;  but  not  till  more  than 
VMii  were  left  dead  upon  the  field ■  ■  a  bor* 
rid  sacrifice  to  the  insatiable  daemon  of  war. 
Marecbai  Villars,  after  a  signal  dispUj  of  skill 
snd  valor,  was  wounded,  and  compelled  to  retire 
from  the  scene  of  aciionc  but  marecbai  Boufflen^ 
seeond  in  eonmand^  made  an  eicellent  retreat ; 
SDd  the  loss  of  the  victors  vyas  little  less^  f^ud  even 
bjsome  accounts  more*  tbu  that  of  the  Yanquish* 
ed.  The  victory,  however,  was  crowned  hy  the 
tikiog  of  Mons,  a  conquest  ess^ial  to  the  secu* 
rity  of  Brabant;  after  which  both  armies  went 
into  winter  quarters. 

The  dector  of  Hanover  again  took  upon  himciiwjp 
the  command  of  the  army  upon  the  Kliinc  ;  but  Rhine, 
count  Merci,  braig;  detached  with  a  considerable 
body  of  troops  to  make  an  incursion  into  Franchc 
Comte^  was  repulsed  with  loss  by  iVf .  Uarcourt^ 
who  conducted  the  opposite  army  :  and  the  re- 
maining operations  of  the  campaign  w  ere  entirely 
defisosive. 

A  dispute  arising  between  the  courts  of  Vienna 
iumI  Turin  respecting  the  promised  cession  of 
lome  districts  of  the  Milanese  to  the  latter,  thei 
^^k^  pf  Savoy  refused  to  take  the  fi^ld  thi^  year 
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soocvrJfi  penon;  and  fais  g^enera],  coant  Tbattn^  after 
^^J^T'  some  feeble  eflforis  to  peiieUate  iato  the  French 
territory,  repassed  the  Alps,  audi  marched  baek  l» 

Piedmont  about  the  eiicl  of  September, 
Mnrtarj      Tlie  Spanish  and  Portuguese  armies  on  Ibe 
m Spain,   frontier  of  Portnc al  were  prepared  for  action  early 
ill  the  spring ;  and  the  marquis  das  Minas^  coo* 
Irary  to  the  advice  of  the  earl  of  Galway>  deter- 
Biiuiiig  to  pass  the  Coja  ia  face  of  the  enemy 
commanded  by  the  marquia  de  Bay,  was  defeated 
with  los,s — the  British  ialUntry,  as  usnal,  fighting; 
bcroically,  and  bdng  abandoned  as  usual  by  tha 
Portuguese  cavalry.    The  earl  of  Galway,  as 
brave  as  unfortunate,  bad  a  horse  shot  under  Uim, 
and  ver  y  narrowly  escaped  being 'taken.  This 
able  general  afterwards  chose  his  posts  ah)ng*  the 
Guadiana,  to  the  banks  of  vrhich  he  retiealed  so 
jiKliciously,  that  the  marquis  de  Bay  could  make 
no  advantage  of  his  victory, 
i^trh  nrdi-     On  the  eastern  side,  the  town  and  castle  of 
fcnceof    Alicant  surrendered  to  the  Spaniards^  ailer  a 
AUcant.  ^^^^  pertioacious  defence.  The  enemy, 

wlio  had  formed  the  blockade  early  iu  the  montli 
of  December  1706,  finding  all  other  means  in^ 
rfTectual,  resolved  to  blow  up  the  rock  on  wbicfc 
.  the  castle  stands;  and  a  mine  being  ei^cavat ed 
with  immense  labor,  was  filled  with  150  bairdi 
of  powder.  The  chevalier  d'Asfeidt,  who  di- 
rei  tcd  the  operations  of  the  siege,  generoualjf 
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friudtaol  io  emj  his  purpose  into  ezecutioa,  book  vt. 
soBMnonedl  the  c^everaor^  colonel  S}  biirp;h,  to  sur-  1709. 
render^  and  at  tlie  same  tinm  periiiittod  biin  to 
tend  out  two  of  hk  oflicera  to  view  the  eondttioa 
of  the  milk*.  This  produced  no  chanc;e  in  the 
jresoiuiiou  oi  the  governor ;  and  the  sigaal  being 
next  day  made  for  firing  the  mine^  he  walked 
with  scleral  ollicers  to  ttie  parade,  and  ordered 
the  guard  to  retire :  which  was  no  sooner  done 
hut  the  mine  was  blown  up,  and  with  little  or  no 
noise^  made  on  the  very  parade^  an  opening  in  tbe 
rock  of  some  yards  in  length  and  about  three 
feet  wide,  into  which  the  governor  and  divers 
other  officers  fell ;  and,  tbe  opening  instantly 
dosing  upon  them,  they  all  perished.  Notwitin 
standiug  this  horrid  cataslLO|}iie,  colonel  d'AIbon^ 
upon  whom  the  command  devolved,  refused  to 
capitulate.  Great  admiration  being  excited  by 
so  ejLtraordinary  a  defence,  a  council  of  war  was 
held  at  Barcelona,  in  -order  to  concert  efl^tual 
measures  for  their  relief;  and  general  Stanhope  in 
person  undertook  the  command  of  an  armament 
destined  for  thct  purpose :  but  the  weather  proved 
so  tempestuous  that  tlie  troops  could  not  disem* 
bark.  At  length,  provisions  failing,  and  the  gar- 
rison being  reduced  to  extremity,  general  Stan-r 
h<^e  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  Spanish  com* 
mander,  offering  to  surrender  the  castle  of  Alicant 
^pon  hojiourubic  t^rins;  which  were  granted  with- 

« 
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tooK  vt  hesitation^  and  the  garrison  marched  ont^  on 
^■^IJ^  the  18th  of  April  1709,  with  two  pieces  of  can- 
non and  all  the  honors  of  war,  and  wer«  iinnEiedi^ 
atel^  cmbaikt  d  for  Minorca,  and  distributed  into 
quarters  of  refreshment.  On  the  frontier  of  Ca* 
talonia  mar^chal  Staremberg  passed  the  Segra, 
aad  captured  the  town  of  Baiaguer — the  garri- 
•  son  being  made  prisoners  of  war:  after  which  ex- 
ploit he  contented  himself  with  acting  upon  the 
defensive,  and  by  his  vigilance  and  skill  he  pre«^ 
vented  the  enemy  from  gaining,  with  all  their  sn* 
pcriority  of  force,  any  advantage  over  him. 
Kin^  of  The  autuipn  of  this  year  waa  distinguished  by 
Zl^l^  the  total  defeat  of  the  king  of  Sweden  by  the 
czar  at  Pultowa,  Resolving  to  invade  Muscovy, 
he  had  engaged  himself  so  far  in  the  Ukraine  thii 
there  was  no  possibility  remaining  of  retreat.  He 
therefore,  relying  upon  his  fortune,  passed  the 
Nieper,  and  inyested  the  important  fortress  of 
Pultowa.  The  czar  marched  at  the  head  of  a  far 
superior  army  to  raise  the  siege.  The  king  of 
Sweden  nevertheless  determined»to  risque  a  battle : 
but  he  soon  found  that  he  had  not  now  to  contend 
with  the  undisciplined  rabble  of  Narva.  The 
czar,  by  unwearied  assiduity  and  perseverance, 
had  converted  bis  boors  into  soldiers.  There  was 
also  no  mean  dis])lay  of  generalship  on  the  part 
of  the  Russians;  and  in  the  end  the  Swedes  were 
compelled  to  quit  the  field  with  the  loss  of  their 
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camp,  mrtiDery,  and  baggage.  Being  ctmdj  Borneo 
pursued,  the  whole  army,  baring  neither  bread  "^i^w!* 
nor  ammuiiition^  frand  tfaemgelTei  lednced  to 
tfcc  dreadful  necesrity  of  surrendering  as  prison- 
ers of  war.  The  king  of  Sweden  himself^  with  ' 
a  £ew  foUoweiSi  passing  the  Nieper^  took  refuge 
in  the  Turkish  dominions,  fixing  his  residence  at 
Beader.  Upon  ibis  great  rerefse  of  bis  affairs, 
king  Augustus,  declaring  his  renunciation  of  the 
crown  forced  and  void,  returned  to  Poland ;  which 
his  rival  Stanislaiis  was  in  no  less  haste  to  aban- 
don, finding  himself  utterly  unable  to  make  any 
effectual  resistance.  The  kings  of  Denmark  and 
Prussia  embraced  this  apparently  fi^rourab1e  op- 
portunity to  renew  the  w^ar  against  Sweden.  But 
the  Danes,  passing  over  the  Sound  to  Scboenen 
{March  1710),  were  unexpectedly  attacked  and 
entirely  defeated  by  the  Swedish  militia;  and 
leaving  behind  them  their  horses,  provisions,  and 
^■Sl^^g^^  *he  remainder  of  their  army  embarked 
preci pitately  for  Elsinore.  * 

After  the  termination  of  the  campaign  in  the 
Netherlands,  the  French  court  renewed,  in  a  Peace  made 

by  "  

covert  manner,  their  overtures  for  peace;  andap* 
plied,  through  the  mediation  of  M.  Petkuro,  re- 
sident from  the  duke  of  Holstein  at  the  Hague, 
that  passes  might  be  granted  for  some  ministers 

from  France  to  come  to  Holland  and  renew  the 
conferences;  or  other^wise,tbat  M.  Petkum should 
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BOOKTi.be  fjcrniittcd  to  ^^j^o  io  France  in  order  to  concert 
1709,  Boiue  e^tpcdieat  tbat  migbl  facilitate  tbe  Mune 
s^enmi  purpose.  The  firal  the  states  ivlbseil: 
but  ihcv  CO  use  n  fed  that  Pctkum  should  go  te 
France ;  which  he  did  the  latter  end  of  Neyem* 
her.  While  these  ncjECotiations  were  carryins:  <^"- 
king  i^liilip  published  a  manifesto^  wherein  he 
pretested  agaiast  all  that  dioald  be  kciei  to  his 
prejudice^  as  null  and  void  ;  and  declared  his  reso- 
lution to  adhere  to  his  faithful  Spaniards  a«  long 
as  there  was  a  man  of  them  that  would  stand  bj 
him.  After  au  interval  of  a  few  wecks^  Petiiuoi 
Mtumed  with  a  proposal  to  resume  the  negotia* 
tions  in  form  ;  and,  at  tlie  same  time,  with  a 
frank  and  open  avowal  from  his  Most  Christiaa 
myesty^  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  him  to 
execute  the  thirty-seventh  article  of  the  prelimi- 
naries relatiTe  to  the  evacuation  of  Spain^  even  if 
he  should  sig:n  it.  On  which  their  ]iii;h  mighti- 
nesses not  only  rr fused  to  resume  the  negotia- 
tions^ but  wrote  letters  to  the  emperor  and  the 
diet,  and  the  other  powers  of  the  alliance,  exhort- 
ing them  .to  pro&ecute  tlie  war  with  redoubled 
vigour. 

{pSrW^t,  '^^^^  parlianu  lit  met  on  the  1  jth  of  November 
1109 ;  and  the  necessity  was  again  inculcated  of 
making  fresh  efforts  against  the  common  enemy, 
who  was  i^aid  to  use  all  their  artifices  to  amuse 
with  false  appearances  and  deceitful  iuMAuations 
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q[  tlocir  desire  of  peace,  ia  hope  tliat  from  thetice  book  rt. 
Means  might  be  fomd  to  creste  iltvisiem  or  jea«  17011. 

lousies  aiuou^  the  allies."    The  war,  however, 
became  e¥erj  day  more  unpopular  in  En^and ; 
and  the  maforit j  of  tbe  nation  began  loudly  to 
complain  that  tliajiks  were  jear  after  jear  re- 
turned to  the  duke  of  Marlborough  for  his  ptiblie 
serrices,  when  it  beeame  every  day  more  appa- 
rent that  he  was  actuated  chiefly  by  private  con- 
aiderationB,  and  that  he  invariably  opposed  aH 
ovcrttires  of  cojiciliatlo.i,  proiuj»u  d  by  the  su^ 
gestioufi  of  ambition  and  of  interest.-  In  order, 
however,  effectually  to  check  and  intimidate  thait 
rising  spirit  of  discontent^  evident  symptoms  of 
which  appeared  in  everj  part  of  the  kingdom; 
and  to  disj)lay  the  firmness  of  their  attachment  to 
tho^e  principles  in  >\hich  tiiis  once  popular  war 
had  originat^d^  the  parliament  determined  to  give 
full  scope  to  tlieir  vengeance  oii  an  occasion  which 
certainly  called  for  no  such  ejiLtraordinary  yio«- 
lence  of  exertion. 

On  tlie  5lh  of  Novenii>erj  1709,  an  obscure  Trial  of 
clgrgyman  of  tbe  high -church  faction,  of  the 
name  of  Sacheverel,  p  reach ins^  at  St.  Paul's  ca« 
thedral  upon  the  words  of  St.  Paul,  "  Perik  from 
false  brethren,"  indulged  himself  in  the  most 
virulent  defamation  and  abuse  of  the  present  ad- 
miuistration  and  of  their  measures.  The  ionl 
treasurer  in  particular  was  scurrilouslj  atfaicked 
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ibOK  vt.bj  the  name  of  Volponb;  anddivenof  iherigbi 
^■^JJJ^  revejcend  beucb  were  also  inveighed  against  vritk 
much  scorn  and  malignity^  as  '  perfidious  pre- 
lates and  false  sons  of  the  church/'  on  account  of 
their  moderation  respecting  the  dissenters,  and 
their  avowed  approbation  of  the  toleration.  He 
asserted^  in  terms  the  most  unqualified,  the  doc-?^ 
trines  of  passive  obedience  and  non-resistance ; 
and  pretended  that  to  say  the  Revolution  was  in- 
consistent  with  those  doctrines,  was  to  cast  black 
and  odious  imputations  upon  it.  He  aflfirmed  that 
the  church  was  violently  assailed  by  her  ene- 
mies, and  faintly  defend^  by  those  who  professed 
themselves  her  fnends.  He  vehemently  urged 
the  necessity  of  standing  up  in  defence  of  the 
church,  for  which  he  decUred  that  he  sounded  the 
trumpet,  and  exhorted  the  people  "foput  onthe 
whole  armour  of  God."  Tliis  inflammatory  and 
libdlous  harangue,  being  published  at  the  request 
of  the  lord  mayor,  was  extravagantly  extolled 
and  applauded  by  the  tories,  and  circulated  by 
them  with  great  industry  throughout  the  kingdom. 
At  the  very  height  of  the  popular  ferment  and 
clamor  excited  by  this  extraordinary  invective^ 
and  which  would  doubtless  have  soon  died  away 
had  no  public  notice  been  taken  of  it,  a  com- 
plaint was  formiilly  preferred  to  the  house  of  com- 
mons, by  one  of  the  members  of  that  house,  Mr. 
Dolben,  of  this  sermon>  as  containing  positions 
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contrary  to  Revolution  principles,  to  fhc  present  book  vi. 
governmeiit^  and  to  the  protectant  succession.  As  ^^[t^T 
it  was  by  this  means  obtruded  upon  the  notice  of 
the  house^  it  was  impossible  not  to  express  in 
some  mode  their  disapprobation  of  these  nefa* 
rious  and  seditious  tenets.  The  wiser  members 
.  thought  it  suliicient  to  order  the  sermon  to  be 
burnt  by  the  bands  of  the  common  hangman^  and 
to  eomniit  the  writer  to  Newgate  durin<^'  the  re- 
mainder of  the  session.  This^  however^  was  by  no 
means  satisfactory  to  the  ma  jority,  who  determined 
to  raise  this  contemptible  libeller  to  the  rank  of  a 
political  delinquent  of  great  comeqtience  and 
dignity,  by  a  solemn  parlianientarv  impcai  hinent 
at  the  bar  of  the  house  of  lords.  This  being  in  a 
short  time  actually  presented,  lord  Havcrsham,  a 
surl  V,  disappoiuted,discontrntcd  whig — tlieZoilus 
of  the  house — remarked  that  it  seemed  some- 
what strange  to  see  a  divine  impeached  forpreach- 
ing  a  doctrine  for  which  he  would  heretofore  have 
been  rewarded,  and  might,  if  times  changed,  be 
made  a  bishop.  However,"  added  his  lordshij), 
''since  he  is  impeached,  1  hope  a  day  will  come  for 
calling  to  aceountother  criminals ;  for,which  way 
soever  1  cast  my  ejcs,  1  see  matter  lor  impeach- 
ments." No  sooner  was  the  absurd  and  unac- 
countable resolution  of  the  commons  made  pub- 
lic, thau  every  possible  artifice  was  j)ut  in  prac- 
tice by  the  tory  faction  to  inflame  the  minds  of 
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BOOR  VI.  the  public,  and  to  repiesent  SaebsTerd  as  tbe 

i:oy.  champion  cind  martyr  of  the  churchj,  which  the- 
"wbigs  hadj  as  they  affirmed^  a  £xed  iatent  to 
subvert ;  and  of  whicli  project  tbe  impeachment 
of  Sacheverel  was  onlj  the  prelude.  These  ca- 
lumnies, however  gross  and  palpable,  were  swal- 
lowed by  the  populace  with  amazing  avidity. 
During  the  trials  Nvhich  lasted  three  weeks^  his 
coach  in  passing  b^ween  Westminster-ball  and 
the  Temple,  >vhere  he  then  lodged,  w  as  con- 
stantly attended  by  vast  multitudes  with  shouts 
and  acclamations  of  applause.  And  great  tu- 
mults prevailed  in  the  metropolis,  where  several 
places  of  worship  licensed  under  the  act  of  tole- 
ration were  pulled  down :  the  houses  of  many  of 
the  most  eminent  dissenters  were  plundered^  and 
those  of  the  lord  chancellor,  lord  Wharton,  the 
'  bishop  of  Sarum,  &c.  were  threatened  with  de« 
molition. 

The  managers  of  the  house  of  commons, 
amongst  whom  were  the  celebrated  names  of 
Kino,  Stanhope  and  Walpolb,  nevertheless 

exerted  themselves  with  great  courage  and  abi- 
lity in  support  of  the  prosecution ;  and  divers  of 
the  lords,  spiritual  as  well  as  temporal,  distin- 
guished themselves  by  the  liberality  of  their  re- 
marks upon  this  interesting  occasion.  The  earl 
of  Wharton,  knowing  at  the  time  the  queen  to 
be  in  the  house  iacogiula,  took  the  opportunity 
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to  observe^  that  if  the  Revolution  was  not  law*"  book  vt. 
ful  many  in  that  bouse,  and  vast  numbers  out  of 

itj  were  guilty  of  bloodshed  and  treason ;  and 
that  the  queen  herself  was  no  legal  sovereign, 
since  the  best  tide  she  had  to  the  crown  was  her 
parliameatary  title  founded  on  the  .Revolution." 
Dr.  Wake,  bishop  of  Lincoln,  remarked,  that 
hy  false  and  injurious  insinuations  men  bad  been 
made  to  believe  the  church  to  be  in  danger,  when 
in  reality  it  enjoyed  the  most  perfect  security  ; 
but  that  such  invectives,  if  not  timely  corrected, 
might  kindle  such  heat  and  animosities  as  would 
truly  endanger  both  church  and  state."  And 
Burnet,  bishop  of  Sarum,  justifiedthe  principle  of 
resistance  without  reserve.  He  mentioned  the 
conduct  of  queen  Elizabeth,  who  had  assisted  the  . 
French,  the  Scots,  and  the  Hollanders,  in  re- 
sisting their  respective  sovereigns,  aiul  who  was 
supported  in  this  practice  both  by  her  parlia- 
ments and  her  convocations.  He  observed, that 
king  Charles  I.  had  assisted  the  city  of  Rochelle  I 
and  that  M ainwaring  had  incurred  the  severest 
censure  of  parliament  for  broaching  the  doctrine 
of  the  divine  right  of  kings — that  though  this 
became  afterwards  a  fashionable  doctrine,  yet 
its  most  zealous  assertors  were  the  tirst  to  resist, 
when  actually  suti'ering  under  oppression.  He 
said,  that  by  inveighing  against  the  Revolution, 
the  toleration,  and  the  union,  the  delinquent  at 
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BOOK  VL  their  lordships'  bar  had  arraigned,  and  attacked 

^^odT  queen  herself ;  hince  her  majesty  had  a  dis- 
tioguisbed  bhare  ia  the  firsts  bad  oHen  det  lared 
she  \7ould  maintain  the  second,  and  that  ifae 
loolied  up.; a  the  third  as  the  most  glorious  event 
of  her  reign.  He  affirmed,  that  this  audacious 
libeller  had  likewise  cast  the  most  scandalous 
reflexions  upon  her  majesty  's  ministers  ;  and  that 
he  had  in  particular  drawn  the  portrait  of  a  noUe 
peer  then  present,  in  colours  so  liTely^  and  had 
so  plainly  pointed  him  out  by  a  vile  and  ^urri- 
lous  epithet,  which  he  would  not  repeat,  that  it 
was  in)[)Siible  to  mistake  in  making  the  appli- 
cation." This  uuiutentiooal  sarcasm  upon  the  lord 
treasurer  somewhat  discomposed  the  grayity  of 
the  house  ;  and,  in  violation  ofdiguitj  aod  deco- 
rum, the  bishop  was  loudly  called  upon  to  name 
him  ;  w  hich  in  the  fervor  of  his  zeal,  and  in  the 
wanderings  of  that  mental  absence  for  which  he 
was  remarkable,  he  might  pi  rhaps  have  done, 
had  not  the  lord  chancellor  interposed,  and 
declared  that  no  peer  was  obliged  to  say  moie 
than  he  himself  should  deem  proper.  In  conclu- 
sion. Sachevercl  was,  after  high  debates,  found 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanour,  by  a  majority  of  17 
voices  Qiily — ^2  to  69;  and  he  vva-  a  ^judj^ed  to 
be  suspended  from  preaching  for  the  space  of 
tiiree  years,  and  his  sermon  ordered  to  be  pub- 
licly burned.    And  to  the  same  flames  wa^  alio 
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tomewhat  wbimsicaliy*  though  Tery  detervcdly,  book  vt.  . 

i!Oininitt('d  ihv  rainous  tlcrice  of  the  univcr  Itv  of  1709. 
Oxfordj  paflfled  near  thirty  years  before,  assert- 
ing the  absolute  authority  and  indefeasible  right 
of  priuces. 

This  mild  sentence  cast  an  air  of  ridicule  over  oreat  Po- 
the  whole  proceedings  a*^^!  ^vjis  iMuisidcred  astUcTona. 
equivalent  to  an  acquittal  by  the  tory  faction^ 
who  celebrated  their  triiimpti  by  bonfires  and 
illuminations^  not  only  in  LondoD,  but  over  the 
whole  kingdom.  These  rejoicing  were  succeeded 
by  uuaierouii  addresses,  expressive  of  a  zealous 
attachment  to  the  church,  and  an  utter  detcsta- 
tiuu  of  all  auti-iuonarchical  and  ropuhlicuii  {>rin* 
ciples.    Anil  in  a  prepress  which  Sacheverol  af- 
terwards made  into  a  remote  part  of  the  coun- 
try, he  was  sumptuously  eutertaiutii  by  the  uni- 
versity of  Oxford^  invited  to  the  [):ilaces  of  differ- 
ent noblemen,  received  in  many  towns  by  the 
magistrates  in  their  formalities,  and  ^oerally 
attended  by  a  nuiiu  rous  escort  of  lior>?e.  In 
other  places  the  hedges  were  ornamented  with 
garlands  of  flowers,  the  steeples  were  covered 
Avitfa  streamers  and  ila<^s,  and   the  air  every 
where  resounded  with  the  cry  of    The  etiurch 
and  Sacheverel."    The  eiitimsiasm  spread  like  a 
contagion  throbgh  all  ranks  and  orders  of  peo* 
pie.    ^len  seemed  to  sufier  a  temporary  derelic- 
tioQ  of  sense  and  understanding,  and  the  mob 
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BOOK  VI.  natioB  were  for  a  time  terms  of  the 

'"J^^^  same  import.  No  martyr  sufferine:  in  the  glo- 
rious cause  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  was  ever 
perhaps  so  much  the  object  of  public  ap- 
plause aud  veneration  as  this  wretched  and 
fanatical  preacher  of  Bonsense^  im  piety,  and 
sedition. 

chln-e  of  Encouraged  hy  the  disposition  now  uaiversally 
tr^Smi*"  prevalent,  the  queen  gave  the  first  public  indi- 
cation of  her  total  change  of  system  by  dismissing 
the  marquis  of  Kent^  April  1710,  and  giving  the 
office  of  chamberlain  to  the  duke  of  Shrewsbury. 
This  nobleman^  after  passing  some  years  on  the 
continent,  had  recently  returned  to  England; 
and,  to  the  great  chagrin  of  the  whigs,  had  on 
all  the  late  questions  voted  with  the  tories — ^pro-* 
bably  as  the  rising  party — and  probably  also 
much  dissatisfied  with  the  flagrant  indiscretions, 
and  late  violent  conduct,  of  the  ministers.  The 
lord  treasurer,  to  whom  the  queen  had  by  letter 
communicated  her  intention  on  the  eve  of  its 
execution,  and  her  pretended  hope  that  this 
change  would  meet  with  his  approbation,  too 
well  comprehending  the  meaning  of  it,  wrote  a 
strong  expostulatory  epistle  to  the  queen  ;  in 
which  he  expresses  his  conviction  that  she 
was  suflTering  herself  to  be  guided  to-  her  own 
ruin  and  dcbtructiou,  as  last  as  it  wab  possible 
for  those  to  compass  it  to  whom  she  now  seemed 
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10  much  to  hearken."  This  letter  made  no  ini*BooKvr. 
pression  upon  the  queen^  who  had  indeed  dia- 

posed  of  the  chamberlain's  staff  two  days  before 
die  received  it.   About  the  beginning  of  June 
the  design  of  dismissing  the  carl  of  Sunderland 
began  to  be  publicly  talked  of;  on  inrhich  the 
duke  of  Marlborough,  then  abroad^  wrote  to 
the  queen^  statiitg  in  the  most  energetic  terms 
the  pernicious  consequences  of  this  step^  and 
"  the  alarm  and  distrust  it  would  excite  in  all 
foreign  courts."    The  duchess  of  Marlborough 
also  most  injudiciously  and  officiously  interposed 
in  behalf  of  the  earl,  making  it  'Mier  last  request, 
that  her  majesty  would  defer  the  blow  till  the 
end  of  the  campaign.    This/'  she  added,  *'  she 
begged  upon  her  knees."    This  meanness  might 
perhaps  hasten,  certainly  it  did  not  retard,  the 
execution  of  the  design  ;  for  on  the  14th  of  June 
lord  Sunderland  was  dismibsed,  and  the  «eals 
given  to  the  earl  of  Dartmouth.    A  step  so  deci- 
.  siye  gave  the  utmost  alarm  to  the  whole  whig 
party,  at  whose  suggestion,  probably,  count  Gal- 
las,  the  imperial  minister,  and  M.  Vryberg,  the 
Dutch  resident,  represented  to  the  queen  the 
ill  effects  which  a  change  of  the  ministry  would 
produce  on  the  w  hole  political  system.  In  answer 
to  their  respective  memorials,  intrusive  and  offi- 
cious as  they  were  deemed,  the  queen  declared 
her  resolution,  whatever  changes  might  be  iu 


Digitized  by  Google 


408  HISTORY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIX. 

♦ 

BOOK  VI  conicmplafion,  to  continue  the  duke  of  Marl- 
•  l;;jr(}u.?;]i  in  his  ciU[)U»^mcuts.    lu  August  the 

lord  bigli  treasurer  Godolpbin  was  ordered  to 
break  his  staff,  and  the  lieasurj^  was  put  iuto 
coniml9sioD — earl  .Paulet  being  appointed^  tbe 
first  tonurJ^sivJiuT.    l>ut  this  a[)poiiitiiient  was 
considered  as  merely  nominal ;  Air.  ilarley,  wba 
yfws  constituted  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
being  regarded  as  chiefs  or  rather  sole  miuister. 
In  October  tbe  queen  came  in  person  to  the 
council,  and  oidered  a  proclaaiatiou  to  be  issued 
for  dissolving  the  parliament ;  upon  which  tbe 
lord  chaiiccllor  rose  to  sprak  :  but  the  qnce.i  de- 
clared    that  she  would  admit  of  no  debate,  ioc 
that  such  was  her  pleasure,"  At  the  same  time  she 
dismissed  the  lord  Somers,  and  made  the  curl  oi 
Rochester  president  of  the  council.  The  duke  of 
Buckiii^ham  was  declared  lord  steward  ia  the 
room  of  the  duke  of  Devonshire.  The  scab  in  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Bojle  were  given  to  Mr.  St. 
John.    The  lord  high  chauccilor  Cow  per  was 
superseded  by  sir  Simon  Ilarcourt.    The  earl  oi 
\\  barton  resigned  to  the  duke  of  Ormond  the 
government  of  Ireland,  and  the  earl  of  Orfurd 
rv  liuqiii^hed  his  seat  at  the  head  of  the  aduiirahy, 
sir  John  Leake  succeeding  as  iirst  commissioner. 
The  duke  of  Marlborough  alone  was  still  suf- 
fered to  retain  bis  employments,  which  he  was  de- 
terred from  resigning  by  the  pressing  entreaties  of 
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Hheempcror  and  the  States  General,  who  concciv-  book  vu 
edibe  fortune  of  the  war  to  be  ia  a  great  measure  ""TtioT 
attached  to  his  penon. — The  tones  were  in  the 
.  highest  degree  elated  at  these  changes^  extolliug 
the  queen  "  for  assertini*:  her  just  prerogative,  and 
settiug  her:>elf  iVee  from  an  arbitrary  junto>  who 
kept  her  in  an  inglorious  dependence  on  their 
will  and  caprice."  And  the  duke  ol*  Beauibrt 
congratulated  her  majesty  oil  his  being  now 
able  to  salute  her  queen." 

Jituxly  iu  the  year  17 10,  iVL  Torcy  seat  another 
project  of  peace  to  M.  Petkum>  containing  some 
modilications  of  tlie  pi climinary  articles^ aiid  offer-  c-^.fj- 
ing  three  fortified  towns  in  Flanders  as  a  friedge 
for  tlie  execution  of  the  olih  article  respecting 
the  restitution  of  the  monarchy  of  Spain.  M« 
Petkum,  havinjv'  communicated  with  the  pen- 
sionary and  the  pleuipotentiaries  of  the  emperor 
and  the  queen,  returned  an  answer  importing 
*'  that  the  allies  required  his  Most  Christian  ma- 
jesty should  declare  in  plain  and  express  words 
that  he  coust  uled  to  alM he  pre! iaiinaries  except 
the  37th  article ;  which  done,  the  allies  would  • 
send  passports  to  his  ministers  to  treat  of  an  equi- 
valent for  that  ai'ticle."    The  Freuch  king  at 
length  reluctantly  assented  to  this  proj>osition  ; 
and  the  marechal  d'Uj^elles^  and  the  abbe  after- 
wards cardinal  de  Polignac,  were  appointed  pie- 
aipotcutidiies  fiUiu  lu:>  Most  Christiaa  luajcoty  t^ 
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BOOK  VI.  meet  those  of  the  States  General,  to  v>hoin  the 
^jTio!^  management  of  this  negotiation  was  committed, 
at  Gertruydenberg^  tbe  place  ultimately  fixed 
ii[)on  for  the  conj^ress.    The  first  expedient  of- 
fered by  the  French  negotiators  was,  that  king 
Philip  should  resign  Spain  and  the  Indies  to  the 
aichdukc^  and  be  allowed  to  retain  Naples  and 
Sicily  :  but  this  was  refused  with  disdain^  as  was 
also  a  second  proposal  for  ceding  to  him  the 
kingdom  of  Arragon.    Finally^  the  abbe  de  Po- 
lignat  offered  in  the  name  of  the  king  his  master^ 
that  the  whole  Spanish  monarchy  should  be  sur- 
rendered to  tbe  archdukcj  Sicily  and  Sardinia  ex- 
cepted ;  and  that  if  king  Philip  should  not  ac- 
quiesce in  this  proposal,  his  Most  Chiistian  ma- 
j(  s(  V  ,  though  he  could  by  no  means  declare  war 
against  the  king  his  grandson,  would  yet  furnish 
a  sum  of  money  towards  the  changes  of  a  war  to 
be  continued  against  him  till  he  had  surrendered 
Spain  and  the  West  Indies  to  the  house  of  Aus- 
tria— obliging  himself  by  a  secret  article  to  sur- 
render three  other  fortresses  in  Flanders  into  the 
bands  of  the  allies,  in  case  the  monarchy  of 
Spain  was  not  surrendered  to  king  Charles  within 
the  space  of  two  mouths. — This  concession  being 
reported  to  the  imperial  and  British  ministers,  the 
following  written  answer  was  with  their  concur- 
rence returned  : — 1st,  That  the  proposal  ulti- 
mately made  by  the  French  kini^*  was  not  accept* 
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able  to  thealliesj  as  tending  to  produce  notas^e-  BOOKVl 
neral  but  a  separate  peace.  2d\y,  That  the  allies  171a 
insisted  to  have  Spain  and  the  Indies  delivered  up, 
accordins^  to  the  tenor  of  the  preliminaries. 
Sdly,  This  foundatiou  being  laid  and  agreed 
upon,  the  allit's  would  conseut  to  continue  the 
conferences.  At  the  urgent  instance  of  the 
French  plenipotentiaries,  another  interview, 
which  proved  to  be  the  last,  took  place  for  the 
purpose  of  explanation.  Upon  this  occasion 
his»h  laneru'rige  was  used  on  both  sides.  The 
Dutch  deputy  Vanderdussea  reproaching  the 
French  court  with  insincerity,  the  abbe  de  Po- 
lignac  retorted  by  some  severe  reilt^xions  on  the 
ingratitude  and  insolence  of  the  Dutch  in  rela- 
tion to  France,  by  whose  powerful  assistance  they  The  Om. 
had  attained  to  the  rank  of  an  independent  and  finally 
sovereign  power.  And  the  French  ministers  in  ^'^^^ 
conclusion  broke  up  the  conferences,  declaring 
the  proposals  made  by  the  deputies  of  the  States 
to  be  ui^ust,  and  impossible  to  be  executed.  The 
ultimatum  of  tlie  allies,  as  delivered  on  this  oc- 
casion^  was  indeed  couched  in  terms  extrava* 
gantly  hauj^hty.  *'  It  is  the  will  of  the  allies, 
that  the  French  king  siiail  undertake  either  to 
persuade  his  grandson,  or  to  compel  him  singly, 
and  with  his  own  forces,  to  renounce  the  Spanish 
monarchy.  Neither  money,  nor  the  juuction  of 
the  French  troops^  is  the  tbin^  that  suits  them ; 
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BOOK  VT.  the  execution  of  the  treaty  is  wh^t  tbey  re- 

ijio,    quire*.'*    TIiltc  is  too  much  reason  to  believe 
that  tiie  duke  of  Mai  iborougb^  from  \i'batever 

« 

ca  se,  v>  aSj  from  the  first  determined  to  prevent 
the  success  of  t^n^  ii:  gotiations  for  peace,  which 
the  pensionary  ileinsius  would  gladly  have  con- 
cliulod  Oil  ii'.c  basis  of  the  piopositions  oftered  by 
the  court  of  Versailles.    And  Mr.  Boyle^  secre- 
tary of  state,  complains  in  a  letter  to  lord  Town»* 
Lend  (July  15,  1701)),  of  the  i  oiTespondence  of 
the  pensionary  vrith  M.  de  Torcy,  as  showing 
too  grf  i.t  a  desire  to  treat  with  the  Freiichf .  The 
duke  of  Marlborough  was  certainly  much  oiiend- 
ed  at  the  strange  rejection  of  the  overtures  made 
by  hiiu  Ihi  ough  the  medium  of  the  duke  of  Ber- 
wick at  Lisle ;  and  there  exists  strong  ground  of 
suspicion  that  he  also  resented  the  more  recent 
neglect  of  the  French  mouarch,  in  apphing  to 
the  pensionary  Heinsius  in  preference  to  him. 
M.  McsiiatLCT  auiiiiis,  that  Louis  obstinately  re* 
sisted  the  opinion  of  all  his  counsellors,  that  peace 
could  not  be  obtained  but  through  the  influence 
of  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  picsumina:,  doubt- 
less, that  Marlborough's  interest  in  the  English 
cabinet  was  at  an  end{.   The  personal  favot  of 

*  Torcy*s  Memoirt,  voL  U.  p.  83* 

f  SomervU]e*8  Appendix. 

X  MesL8fer*s  Memoirs,  p.  14. 
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the  queen  he  iodeed  no  longer  possessed :  but  his  book  vi. 
power  remained  yet  undiminished,  as  Louis,  who  1710. 
did  not  sufficiently  advert  to  the  diOercnt  genius 
of  the  French  and  English  gOYernments,  found 
br  dear-bought  experience,  when  too  late  to 
pro&t  by  the  discovery.    On  the  2jth  of  July, 
1710,  the  French  ambassadors  quitted  Grertruy- 
denberg  in  order  to  repair  to  their  own  court, 
which  it  was  observable  from  that  period,  seeing 
a  new  scene  of  thinc;s  opening  in  England,  bes^n 
to  talk  of  peace  with  an  air  of  coldness  and  inr 
difference. 

By  this  time  great  projn!;rcss  had  boon  made  iu 
the  military  operations  of  the  summer.  Prince 
Eugene  and  the  duke  of  Marlborough  had  again 
takeu  the  iield,  April  1710;  and  the  success  of 
the  campaign  was  equal  to  the  expectations  ex-  Cvmp^^ 
cited  b  y  the  junction  of  such  extraordinary  talents. 
Notwithstanding  the  utmost  exertions  of  M.  Vil- 
lars,  who  directed  the  operations  of  the  French 
army  with  great  ability,  the  allies  successively  re- 
duced  the  towns  of  Douay,  Bethune,  St  Venant, 
and  Aire,  passing  in  the  prosecution  of  these 
sieges  one  huudred  and  fifty  days  in  open 
trenches ;  the  prince  of  Savoy  commanding  the . 
investing,  and  the  duke  of  Marlborough  the  co- 
vering army.  Douay  was  re^crarded  as  a  conquest 
of  great  moment ;  and  M«  Villars^  marching  out 
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itocflcVL  of  his  lines  behind  the  Scarpe,  advanced  to  thei 
ijio.  plains  of  Sens,  and  seemed  determiued  to  risque 
a  battle  for  its  relief :  but  the  great  commanders 
whom  lie  opposed  had  taken  their  measures 
too  guardedly  to  make  an  attack  at  ail  aU\isable. 
On  the  other  haud^  YiUars  succeeded  in  pro* 
tccting  the  still  more  im})ortaut  cities  of  Arras 
and  Cambraj>  apparently  exposed  to  imminent 
danger  from  the  designs  of  the  enemy.  Nothing 
worthy  of  notice  occurred  oil  tue  Rhine,  where 
count  Groosfelt  this  year  commanded,  in  cons^ 
quence  of  the  resignation  of  the  elector  of  Bruns- 
wic.  In  Piedmont  the  campaign  vas  likewise 
wholly  defensive.  The  marechal  duke  of  Ber- 
wick had  the  preceding  year  been  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  French  troops  in  Diis  quarter,  in 
which  station  he  continued  with  high  reputation 
to  the  end  of  the  war.  By  his  great  vigilance 
fkOfuicoD  military  skill  he  preserved,  with  sagacity  or 
4ictbf  the  fortune  superior  to  his  eelchrated  predecessors 

Duke  of  ' 

Berwick.  Catinat  aud  V  iilais,  the  frontier  of  France  on  the 
side  of  Italy  from  insult,  with  a  very  inferior 
force.  By  establi?:hir:g  a  chain  of  posts  from 
Antibes  to  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  sixty  leagues 
across  the  Alp<^,  he  formed  a  strong  line,  the 
central  point  of  which,  Brian^on,  was  consider- 
ably advanced,  so  that  the  marechal  could  with 
his  main  body  file  off  to  the  riglit  or  left,  ac- 
cording to  the  motions  of  the  adverse  army  ;  he 
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himself  being,  agreeably  to  liis  own  remark,  book  vi. 
*'  always  on  the  string,  andtlie  enemy  necessarily  ^"^JtioT^ 
obliged  to  make  the  bow."  The  duke  of  Savoy 
was  indeed  now  to  all  appearance  weary  of  the 
wao  and  little  disposed  to  vigorous  exertion. 
He  even  recurred  so  far  to  his  old  system  of  du-  Political 
plicity,  as  to  make  secret  proposals  to  M.  Bar-  iSv^^ 
wick  of  separate  accommodation,  requiring,  as 
conditions  -of  the  peace,  indemnity  for  his 
losses.;  the  cession  of  Exilles,  Fenestrella,  and 
Monaco;  and  that  Swiss  garrisons  should  be 
placed  in  Brianqou  and  Fort  JBarreaux,  by  way 
of  security  for  the  performance  of  the  treaty* 
In  lieu  of  these  solid  advantages  France  offered  a 
transfer  of  all  the  pretensions  of  Spain  upon  the 
duchy  of  Milan,  and  to  acknowledge  the  duke  of 
Savoy  as  king  of  Lombardy.  But  the  kinc;  of 
France  added^  with  becoming  dignity,  that  he 
never  would  put  into  the  hands  of  any  foreign 
power  the  keys  of  his  own  kingdom  ;  and  as  for 
Monaco,  he  could  neither  in  honor  or  conscience 
dispose  of  what  did  not  belong  to  him.  The  ne- 
gotiation upon  this  broke  oil';  and  it  does  not 
appear  that  this  transaction  was  ever  known,  or 
even  suspected,  by  the  courts  of  London  or 
Vienna*. 

The  most  interesting  events  of  the  present 

*  J^Memm  of  the  Duke  of  Berwick. 
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£ooKvr.  summer  happeaed  in  Spaia.    The  reigning  mo- 
1710.   Darch>  eag«r  to  put  a  final  termination  to  tho 

hopes  and  claims  of  his  competitor,  advauced  at 
tlie  head  of  a  powerful  army  into  Arragon^  in 
order  to  bring  matters  to  a  decisive  issue.  General 
Military  StanhoDc,  notAviihstaiidinff,  with  a  force  very  in- 
mSftta.  fcrior>  attacked  and  totally  routed  the  Spanish 
cavalry  at  Ahnanara,  displayinc;  on  this  occasion 
all  the  chivalrous  and  romantic  valor  of  the  heroes 
of  Roncesvallcs,  and  killing  with  his  own  hand 
the  Spanish  commander  Amessaga,  who,  animat- 
cd  by  a  similar  spirit^  had  personally  and  furiously 
assailed  him.  Count  Staremberir,  following  the 
motions  of  the  king;,  who  fouiid  it  necessary  in 
consequence  of  this  check  to  retire  towards  Sara- 
gossa,  discovered  the  Spanish  anuy  drawn  up  in 
order  of  battle  near  that  place ;  and  an  engage- 
ment ensuing  ( Aus^ust  9,  1710),  the  enemy  were 
entirely  defeated.  King  Charles  entered  Saragossa 
in  triumph,  while  Philip  retired  with  the  wreck  of 
his  army  to  INIadrid.  The  good  fortune  of 
Charles  was  however  of  short  duration  :  proceed- 
ing without  delay  to  Madrid  in  pursuit  of  his 
competitor,  he  had  the  niorlilication  to  find  that 
city  entirely  deserted  by  all  the  Spanish  grandees* 
and  to  receive  the  most  convincing  proofs  of  the 
fidelity  and  attachment  of  the  Castilians  to  his 
rival.  It  was  now  evident  that  the  archduke 
could  ne\ er  reign  in  Spain,    After  rcmaiuing  one 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 


ANN&.  417 

jiijj^t  0piy  ilk  the  capital^  where  his  person  was  book  vl 
supposed  to  be  in  danger,  he  removed  to  ToledOj  ^^][^]^ 
Ihere  purpojBiog  to  pass  the  winter :  but  he  soon 
found  bis  quarters  untenable^  from  the  hostile 
disposition  of  the  surrounding  country^  and  To- 
ledo was  in  a  short  time  disgracefully  evacuated/ 

Great  efforts  being  made  by  Philip  to  collect 
another  army,  and  the  court  of  Versailles  exert- 
ing itself  on  the  intdligence  of  the  late,  disasters 
to  send  large  reinforcements  into  Spain,  and 
vrhich  was  a  circumstance  of  no  small  moment 
in  a  crisis  like  the  present^  with  the  Doc  de  Yea- 
dome  at  their  head^  the  Spanish  monarch  soon 
appeared  again  in  great  force,  and  once  more 
took  possession  of  his  metropolis,  amidst  luud  ac- 
clamations. Count  Staremberg  being  wholly  un- 
supported, in.  the  heart  of  an  enemy's  country, 
and  apprehending  his  retreat  to  Catalonia  might 
be  intercepted,  thought  it  expedient  to  retrace 
his  footsteps:  and  in  the  beginning  of  Novem* 
ber  his  army  marched  back  to  Saragossa. 

General  Stanhope  with  the  greater  part  of  the 
British  forces,  not  entertaining  any  apprehension 
of  dai^r,  most  imprudently  entered  into  canton*  Disisfer  of 
ments  at  the  town  of  Brihuega,  a  place  so  far  ^'^^^^^ 
distant  from  Saragossa  as  to  make  it  impracticable 
to  receive  immediate  support  in  case  of  necessity 
from  general  Staremberg.  The  fatal  folly  of  de- 
spising an  enemy  was  in  these .  circumstances 

TOL.  II.  E  S 
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idoK  tL  qoiclly  fliftiiiftiM.  OoMd  SbiiiM>fietrai«d- 

'^iTioT'  vised  to  place  a  guard  upon  the  neighbouring 
bills,  in  cwder  to  pte^eai  a  lurprixe.  But  neg^ 
letting  Afs  salutary  caution,  he  found  himself, 
on  the  27th  November,  suddenly  surrounded  by 
the  Spanish  army.  As  the  plaee  was  not  tanaUa 
and  he  had  little  ammunition,  he  was  obliged  after 
' '  a  short  but  vigorous  Msistanoe  to  capitulate,  aal 
tarender  hhnsdf  and  all  his  forces  prisoners  of 
war,  before  count  Staremberg,  who  had  marched 
to  Us  relief,  could  gain  the  heights  in  tlie  vi- 
cinity of  Brihucga. 

The  two  armies  having  now  approached  veiy 
uear  to  each  other,  the  Imperialisls  lay  on  tbrir 
arms  the  whole  night  of  tlie  28th  at  VilU  Vici*^ 
RrnTe  of  CM;  Boton  the  morning  of  the  S9th  thojr  weie 
alticliedby  the  Spaniards,  now  much  superior  in 
force.  The  battle  was  fought  with  great  valor 
but  dottbtftil  success.  Staremberg's  kft  wing 
was  utterly  defeated,  but  the  right  where  he  com- 
manded in  person,  not  only  maintained  their 
ground  but  compelled  the  enemy  finally  to  retire 
from  the  field,  with  the  loss  of  6000  men,  to 
which  his  own  bore  so  large  a  proportion  that  he 
found  it  requisite,  victor  as  he  styled  himself,  to 
abandon  Arragon,  and  retreat  to  Catalonia ;  and 
being  closely  pursued  by  the  Due  do  Yendome, 
he  was  at  last  driven  to  take  shelter  under  the 
walls  of  Barcelona.   The  imporlani  town*  of 
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Balaguer  and  Giroime  were  abo  ledaced  before 

the  end  of  the  campaign  to  the  obedience  of 
PhUip,  wlio,  from  the  condition  of  a  fi^ve^  be- 
eame.in  three  months  absolute  master  of  the. 
whole  Spanish  monarchy,  some  places  in  Cala* 
Ionia  onlj  excepted.  Thusthe  flattering tnccesaes 
of  the  alUes  at  the  commencement  of  this  cam- 
paign proved  wholly  delusive,  and  during  the  le- 
maining  jearg  of  the  contest  Charies  was  aeyer 
able  to  regain  even  a  temporary  superiority. 

The  operations  of  the  war  on  the  side  of  Per* 
tugal  were  too  inconsequential  to  merit  a  distinct 
recital.    In  the  beginning  of  July  the  marquis 
de  Baj  surprised  the  town  of  Miranda  de  Duero, 
and  afkerwards  formed  the  blockade  of  Braganza 
without  eflTect.  The  Spanish  army  retiring  within 
Ae  line  of  their  own  frontier  on  the  approach  of 
the  allies,  the  Portuguese  made  themselves  masr 
ters  of  some  fortified  posts  of  little  cmsideration. 
Some  time  before  this  the  earl  of  Gal  way,  whose 
military  career  had  been  distinguished  by  a  series 
.  of  misfortunes,  desired  and  obtamed  leave  to  re* 
turn  to  England.    The  enemies  of  this  nobleman, 
for  misfortune  will  create  enemies,  findii^  it  im- 
possible to  bring  his  honor  or  his  courage  into 
question,  endeavoured,  with  feeble  though  ma- 
lignant efforts,  to  impeach  his  judgment  and 
conduct. 

The  folly  of  continuing  the  war,  and  the  im- 
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BOOK  VI.  practicability  of  succeeding  ia  the  profiled  ob- 
*^in^  ject  of  it— the  recovery  of  the  Spanish  monarchy. 
yna  by  this  time  wible  to  all  penom  capable  of 
reflexion.  "  AVe  had  now,"  says  a  eeld>rated  COB- 
tenpomy  writer,  "  sufficienUy  experienced  how 
Hopdm  little  dependence  could  be  hadonthevigorof  the 
Portuguese,  and  how  firmly  the  Spanish  nation 
was  attached  to  PhUip.   Our  armies  had  been 
twice  at  Madrid :  this  prince  had  been  twice 
driven  ftom  his  capital :  his  rival  had  been  there : 
none  stirred  in  few  of  the  victorious ;  aU  wished 
«im1  acted  for  the  vanquished.    Mr.  Slanbopa 
libnself  owned  that  nothing  could  be  done  more 
in  Spain ;  that  armies  of  80  or  30,000  menmight 
walk  about  the  country  till  doomsday  without 
effect;  that  wherever  Ithey  came  the  people 
would  submit  to  Charles  III.  out  of  terror,  and 
as  soon  as  they  were  gone  proclaim  Philip  V. 
again  out  of  affection ;  that  to  conquer  Spain  re- 
quired a  great  army,  and  to  keep  it  a  greater*.*' 
Even  the  sanguine  and  roipanUc  disposition  of 
lord  Peterborough  was  equally  impressed  with 
this  grand  truth ;  and,  in  a  letter  written  at  this 
period  by  that  noblonan,  be  acknowledges  Uie 
'  impossibility  of  carrying  on  the  war  in  Spain, 
where  success,"  says  he,  "  becomes  misfortune, 
where  the  mines  of  Peru  and  Mexico  would 

•  BoUng^ke's  Ltttcw  m  Histoiy,  voL  u.  p.  SK* 
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Wrdly  supply  flie  exfwee,  and  from  wbence ^ok^. 
neither  mea  nor  money  return*/'  i7io. 

The  new  perliament^  which  met  on  the  2&th  of  New  parw 
November  1710,  was  composed  almoit  wnoUy  ofcMnrowdi 
tones;  the  popular  violence  in  the  late  general 
election  being  snch  as  made  it  scarcely  safe  to 
vote  for  a  whig.  Mr.  Bromley  was  chosen 
speaks  with  little  or  no  opposition.  In  the 
speech  firom  the  ti»one  the  queen  recommended 
the  carrying  on  the  war  in  all  its  parts^  parlicu- 
larly  in  Spain,  with  the  utmost  vigor.  She  de- 
clared her  resolution  to  support  and  encourage 
the  church  of  England  as  by  law  established,  to 
preserve  the  British  constitution  according  to  the 
union,  and  to  maintain  the  indulgence  allowed  by 
law  to  scrupulous  consciences.  And  that  all 
these/'  said  the  queen  in  conclusion,  may  be 
transmitted  to  posterity,  I  shall  employ  none  but 
such  as  are  heartily  for  the  protestant  succession 
in  the  house  of  Hanover,  the  interest  of  which 
family  no  person  can  be  more  truly  concerned  for 
than  myself.''  The  addresses  were  in  the  same 
unexceptionable  strain ;  so  that  the  use  of  the 
obnoxious  phr^,  "  indulgence  of  scrupulous 
consciences/'  was  the  only  indication  of  the  pre? 
.dominance  of  tory  principles. 

In  December  the  duke  of  Marlborough  ar* 

^.SomirviUe'sUiitofy  of  QxneeixAim,  Appendix. 
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BOOR  VI.  lived  in  London^  and  was  leoeived  vnith  tbemi^ 
^'^^T^  popular  acdamatioa.  His  |;race  manifested  no 
resentment  at  what  had  passed :  he  visited  and 
was  vuflod  by  Ae  heads  of  the  present  adminuH 
tration  ;  and,  being  strongly  solicited  by  the 
States  General  and  the  emperor  to  continue  ia 
the  oommaad^  seemed  resolved  to  acquiesce  in 
the  new  order  of  things.  Convinced  at  length, 
however  slow  to  believe,  that  the  duchess  of 


Duchess  of  Marlborough  must  relinquish  every  hope  of  re* 
f!!l!^h^.  gaining  the  lost  affection  of  her  sovereign^  he 
cuuu^  carried,  January  19,  1711,  a  surrender  of  all 
her  places  to  the  queen,  who  divided  them  be- 
tween the  duchess  of  Somerset  and  Mrs.  Mashaw. 
The  duke  was  told  "  that  he  had  nothing  to  re- 
proach the  present  ministers  with  ;  that  bis  wife, 
lord  Godolphin,  and  himself,  had  thrown  the 
queen's  favor  away  ;  and  that  he  ought  not  to  be 
Migry  if  other  people  had  taken  it  up."  He 
never  brought  the  key  till  he  had  but  three  days 
given  him  to  do  it  in  ;  and  till  he  found  that  a 
loiter  delay  was  not  to  be  hoped  for  fiom  the 
queen's  resolution*.    The  house  of  commons^ 
-  actuated  by  the  rage  of  party,  eagerly  sought 
'occasions  to  display  tbeir  hatved  t»  the  principles 
and  persons  of  their  predecessors.    Thou^  the 
earl  v£  Godolphin  had  been  the  moat  iaconupt 

*  Rolo^broke's  ConcBpondence,  vol.  i.  p.  4g. 


Digitized  by  Google 


ANN£.  423 

Qf  imnistersj  yety  ^reat  pains  were  taken  io  in*  bo^vl 
fuae  into  the  public  mind  falae  «nd  iigiiricms  fUft-  1711. 
pieions  of  his  intuit j.   For  thii  purpose,  and 
in  pursuance  of  the  report  of  a  committee  insti* 
iuted  for  ezamining  into  the  public  acoomils,  the 
bouse  voted;,    that  of  the  moDC}  s  granted  by  par- 
liament^  tbirtj-five  millions  remained  unaccountr 
ed  for."   But  Mr.  Mainwariog,  auditor  of  ibe 
imprest,  published  a  >ery  able  and  satisfactory 
aiiBWor  io  the  report,  by  wfasch  it  appeand,  thai 
of  the  thirt_)  -rive  millions,  above  thirty  were  ac- 
^tnmtedfoT;  although^  £rom  official  impedimanls^ 
the  accounts  were  not  fSmnally  pasted :  thai,  in 
order  to  swell  the  amount,  arrears  due  from  tho 
irigu  of  king  William,  and  eveu  oif  Chariot  U.^  . 
were  included :  and  that  in  no  time  were  accounts 
to  iq^ularly  brought  up  ^  under  the  administra- 
tion of  lord  Godolphin.   The  bouse  of  commoas  ffMoM 
j;ievertheless,  regardless  pf  truth  and  rectitude,  ing»  in  tht 
and  iaflamod  by  Ibe  pial^naat  tpirii  of  fiM^tion^  ^Sj^ 
presented  a  subsequent  address  to  the  queen,  ui 
which  this  unjust  aud  evaii  jcidiculous  acowatipp 
.was  aepeated ;  aad  they  OKpretted  tiieir  greajt  eor^  . 
.prise  and  copceru  to  find,     that  they  who  of 
Ude  yean  haTo  had  th^  manngfaanat  4>f  the  trear 
sury,  aod  ought  to  haye  compelled  the  teveral 
accomptants  to  pass  their  respective  accounts, 
hoe  been  gnilty  ef  to  »otorioutab«eacli  of  tnMt» 
and  of  so  high  an  iiyu^tice  to  the  nation,  that  of 
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BOOK  VI.  the  moneys  granted  by  parliament^  and  issued  for 
171  J.  the  public  service^  to  Christmas  1710j  there  re* 
mains  unaccounted  for  the  sum  of  35^303,1071. 
From  all  these  evil  practices,  and  worse  designs^" 
say'they,  of  some  persons  who  had  by  false  pro- 
fessions of  love  to  their  country  insinuated  them- 
selves into  your  royal  favor^  irreparable  mischief 
had  ensued  to  the  public,  had  not  your  majesty, 
in  your  great  wisdom^  seasonably  discovered  the 
fatal  tend^u^y  of  such  measures^  and,  out  of  your 
singular  goodness  to  your  people,  removed  from 
the  administration  of  affairs  those  who  had  so  ill 
answered  the  ftvourable  opinion  your  majesty 
had  conceived  of  them.**  This  representation 
was  artfully  and  assiduously  circulated  through* 
out  the  nation,  and  contributed  greatly  to  con- 
firm the  strong  prejudices  now  prevalent  against 
the  late  whig  administration. 

For  <he  sake  of  offerinc^  an  indignity  to  the 
memory  of  king  William,  the  house  of  commons 
ordered  in  a  bill  empowering  conunisstoners  to 
examine  all  grants  made  by  that  monarch,  and  to 
report  the  value  ^  them,  and  the  considerations 
upon  which  they  were  bestowed.  This  how- 
•ever  was  rejected  by  the  lords. 

An  inquiry  was  again  set  on  fioot,  in  the  upper 
house,  into  the  conduct  of  the  war  with  Spain. 
The  tories  having  now  obtained  an  ascendency 
in  thai  bouse  in  consequence  of  th^  accession  of 
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the  sixteen  Scottish  poors,  came  to  a  resolutiuu^  bookvl 
**  that  the  earl  of  Peterborough  had  given  a  very  mu 
faithful,  just,  and  honorable  account  of  the  coun- 
cils of  war  in  Valencia ;  and  that  the  adoption  of 
the  opinion  of  the  earl  of  Galway  and  general  Cmare 
Stanhope  for  the  prosecution  of  ofiensive  rnea-  ^n'the  llri 
sures  irms  tlie  unhappt^  occasion  of  the  battle  of  ^^^'^* 
Almanza,  and  our  consequent  misfortunes  in 
Spain :  '*  and  the  earl  of  Peterborough  was  thanked 
for  his  great  and  eminent  services.    But  a  strong 
protest  was  entered  against  this  resolution,  signed 
hj  thirty-six  peers^  in  which  tlieir  lordships  most 
justly  remark,  that  the  advice  thus  censured  was, 
in  the  then  circumstances,  fit  and  proper  to  be 
given;  and  that  the  loss  of  the  battle  of  Almanza 
was  to  be  attributed  to  subsequent  causes  wholly 
fd^eign  to  the  advice  in  question. 

A  singular  incident  occurred  at  this  time  which 
contributed  much  to  raise  the  credit  and  popu-  Mr.Harhy. 
krity  of  the  new  minister,  Mr.  Harley.  A  per- 
0on  calling  himself  the  marquis  de  Guiscard,  m 
French  refugee,  who  had  been  refused,  or,  as 
other  accounts  state,  deprived  of  a  pension  by  Mr. 
Harley,  bein^  subsequently  apprehended  on  a 
just  suspicion  of  carrying  on  a  treasonable  corre- 
spondence with  France,  and  examined  before  the 
council  board,  made  a  sudden  and  desperate  at- 
tempt to  stab  him  in  the  breast  with  a  pen-knife. 
•  Foftunstely,  the  knife  lighting  on  the  bone  brok« 


Digitized  by  Google 


4S6 


HISTORY  OF  GK£AT  BRITAIN. 


300K  VI.  shorty  and  the  hurt  wmi  comparatively  digfit, 
1711.   Gttiscaid  was  teeurad^  not  without  lODie  difi- 
culty^  and  after  receiving  several  wounds^  of 
which  he  soon  after  dijsd  in  prison.   On  this 
event  an  act  passed  to  make  an  attempt  on  the 
life  of  a  privy  counsellor  to  be  felony  ;  and  both 
bouses  of  parliament  joined  in  an  address^  to  the 
queen,  expressing     their  great  ronccru  for  this 
barbarous  and  villainous  attempt  on  the  person  of 
Mr.  Harley,  whose  fidelity  to  her  mqesty^  and 
zeal  for  her  service^  had  drawn  upon  him  the 
hatred  of  all  the  abettors  of  popery  and  faction." 
Death  of   Another  circumstance  very  favourable  to  the  views 
R^chMur.  of  Mr.  Harley  was  the  sudden  death  at  this  period 


of  the  earl  of  Rochester^  a  nobleman  of  great 

bition,  abilities^  and  popularity ;  between  whom 
and  Harley  strong  symptoms  of  jealousy  and  cona- 
Mr.iiMie7  petition  bad  already  appeared.  Immediatdy  eon- 

created  earl  *         -m/r**!  •  % 

oiotiord,  sequent  to  this  event,  Mr.  Harley  was  raised  to 
Hijchiveft.  the  dignity  of  lord  high  treasurer^  and  created 
earl  of  Oxford  and  earl  INIortimer— two  of  the 
noblest  titles  in  English  heraldry. 

On  the  12(h of  June^  ITIl^  the  queen  cisme  to 
the  house,  and^  in  a  speech  containing  fresh  as> 
surances  of  her  earnest  concern  for  the  protestant 
succession,  prorogued  the  parliament. 
Proceed-       The  convocation^  which  met  at  the  same  tins 
Con  V  oca-  with  the  parliament,  chose  the  fiunous  Atterburj 
whU^Q?''  prolocutor.   Soon  after^  the  queeu  sent  them  a 
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licence  under  the  great  seal,  to  sit  and  do  business  book  vt 
in  as  ample  a  nauer  as  was  ever  giaaled  since  1711. 
the  Reformation.    By  this  Iteence  they  were  em- 
powered to  enter  upon  such  consultations  as  tba 
present  state  of  the  church  required,  and  espe* 
cially  of  such  matters  as  she  should  lay  before 
them.   Immediately  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  draw  up  a  representation  of  the  present  stale 
of  religioa  and  the  churchy  which  contained  1^ 
most  virulent  declamation  against  the  governmeiit 
from  the  time  of  the  Revolution.  This  was  ascribed 
to  the  pen  of  Atterbury ;  but  the  bishops  disap* 
proving  the  terms  in  which  it  was  firamed^  a  coih 
test  between  the  two  housesj  as  usual,  ensued*. 
But  their  attention  was  soon  diverted  to  aaother 
topic.    Whiston,  the  famous  mathematical  pro- 
fessor at  Cambridge^  had  recently  published  a 
book,  in  which  he  attempted  to  revive  ajod  defend 
the  ancient  Arian  heresy ;  for  which  he  was  ex- 
pelled the  university.  Upon  this,  be  vrrote  a  vin- 
dication of  his  doctrine,  and  dedicated  it  to  the 
CONVOCATION  ;  for  which  astoniahing  instance  of 
eflrontery,  the  orthodox  sons  of  the  church  de^ 
ter mined  to  make  him  feel  the  effects  of  their  re- 
seotment.    But  the  archbishop  Tenniaon,  a  mild 
and  tolerant  prelate,  stated  it  as  a  doubt  whether 
this  assembly  had  any  clear  warrant  for  proceed* 

*  Buroet,  yqL  iv.  p.  324. 
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BOOK  VI.  i"?;  criiiiiiiallj  against  a  man  for  heresy.  The 
^'^^^  judges  being  conmlted,  were  drrided  in  opinim ; 
eight  affirming,  ^ith  some  hesitation^  that  they 
could ;  and  four  with  great  CQofidence^  that  they 
could  not  proceed  in  such  a  case.   With  the  ter- 
rible penalties  of  a  prcemunire  in  prospect,  it  was 
necessary  therefore  to  act  very  cautiously:  and 
their  lordships  satisfied  themselves  with  extracting 
certain  propositions  from  the  book  in  questiooj 
which  they  censured  as  false  and  heretical ;  in 
which  the  lower  house  concurred.  This  the  arch- 
bishop transmitted  to  the  queen  for  her  assent^ 
*  who  promised  to  consider  of  it;  but  she  did  not 
send  any  answer  during  the  sitting  of  the  convo- 
cation.   Neither  at  their  next  meeting  in  the  en- 
stiing  winter  did  the  expected  answer  appear. 
And  two  bishops  being  at  length  deputed  to  ask 
for  it^  she  declared^  that  she  eonid  not  tell  what 
M  as  become  of  the  archbishop's  paper.    So  a  new 
extract  of  the  censure  was  again  sent  to  her :  but 
no  answer  ever  arrived,  and  Whiston's  affair  re- 
mained undecided  ;~Hairley  and  St.  John^  the  new 
ministers,  probably  rrs^arding  the  whole  proceed- 
ing wifh  secret  dislike  and  contempt, 
reath  of      About  this  period  died  Joseph^  emperor  of  the 
rorfcwcph,  R^'uans — an  event  of  great  political  importance, 
April as    manifestly  afforded  a  fair  opening  to  renew 
the  overtures  for  a  general  peace^  which  was  now 
suspected  to  be  not  less  the  object  of  the  eajc^ 
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of  the  court  of  London  than  of  that  of  Ver-  bookvl, 
failles.   In  the  month  of  AprU  this  year  aUo  de-  i7n. 
ceased  the  dauphin  of  France,  only  son  of  Aewdofihe 
king,  ia  the  50th  year  of  his  age.    His  eldest  son 
the  duke  of  Burgundy  socceeded  toihe  rank  and 
tiUe  of  dauphin,  which  he  did  not  retain  many 
months,  dying,  to  the  great  grief  of  the  French 
nation,  early  in  the  ensuing  year.    The  general  S5jt.of ^kv 
state  of  poUtici  on  the  continent  had  undergone  contiucuu 
little  alteration  since  the  great  and  decisive  hattle 
of  Pultowa.    By  his  incessant  intrigues  and  raa- 
chinations  at  the  Porte,  the  king  of  Sweden  had 
prevailed  upon  the  grand  seignor,  Achmet  III., 
to  declare  war  against  Muscovy.    And  the  czar, 
advancing  with  great  indiscretion  and  dangoroos 
contempt  of  his  enemy,  far  into  the  Turkish  terri- 
tories, was  surrounded  by  the  grand  vizir  in  his 
camp  near  the  banks  of  thePruth,  his  supplies  of 
provision  cut  off^  and  he  himself  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  purchasing  a  peace  by  the  sacrifice 
of  Asoph  and  his  other  conquests.    In  Crermany, 
the  king  of  Denmark  unsuccessfully  attempted 
the  sieges  of  Stralsund  and  Wismar,  and  he  in* 
curred  the  infamy  of  violating  the  peace,  without 
AS  yet  obtaining  any  sort  of  advantage  by  the  r^ 
^icwal  of  the  war. 

In  die  month  of  May,  17 1 1,  the  duke  of  Marl-  ggg^ 
borongh  appeared  for  the  last  time  at  the  head  of 
ibe  graod  army  in  Flanders— prince  £ugen€ 
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BooKVT.  eomnuaidiii^  a  separate  body  of  forces  on  the 
i7u.  Rhine.  This  campaign  wjis  not  distinguished  on 
the  part  of  the  English  general  by  brilliant  suc- 
dear,  but  it  attracted  uncommon  attention^  as  ex- 
hibiting  the  most  consummate  proofs  of  military 
skill  and  conduct.  Marechal  Villars  had  with 
great  labor  and  perseverance  drawn  lines  from  * 
Bouchaine  on  the  Scheldt  along  the  Sansct  and 
Searpe  to  Arras  and  Canche,  which  he  had  forti- 
fied by  redoubts,  batteries,  and  other  military 
work8>  in  such  a  manner  that  he  scrupled  not 
publicly  to  boast  that  they  were  impregnable, 
and  that  the  English  commander  had  at  length 
arrived  at  his  «e  pint  uUra"  The  duke,  how- 
ever, boldly  advanced  within  two  leagues  of  the 
French  lines,  making  every  preparation  in  order 
to  a  vigorous  attack  the  next  mormng ;  and  Vil- 
lars drew,  with  all  possible  diligence,  his  \vhole 
force  on  that  side,  in  full  expectation  of  an  im- 
mediate and  ftirious  engagement.  This  being 
foreseen  by  the  duke,  he  had  given  previous  or- 
ders to  generals  Cadogan  and  Hompescb,  with  a 
strong  detachment  secretly  drawn  from  the  neigh- 
bouring garrisons,  to  take  possession  of  the  passes 
M  the  river  Sanset  at  Arleux.  At  nine  in  the 
evening  the  duke  silently  decamped  ;  and  by 
eight  the  next  morning  he  arrived  at  Arleux  with 
his  whole  army,  after  a  march  of  ten  leagues, 
without  halting.  Villars,  on  being  certified  of 
10 
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the  duke*s  motions  within  a  few  hours  of  his  dc-  book  vi. 
parture^  marched  all  nigkt  Ivitb  sueh  expeditioni  4711. 
lhat  at  eleren  the  next  morniDg  he  was  in  sight 
of  the  duke  of  Marlborough^  who^  to  bis  un- 
speakable mertifieation,  had,  as  he  now  ftundi^ 
entered  those  lines  which  he  had  himself  vaunt- 
ingij  pronounced  impregnable^  without  the  loss 
^  a  man.   The  duke  immediately  invested  the  Catitiire  6r 
important  fortress  of  Bouchaine,  which  surren- 
dered after  twenty  days'  open  trenches  only. 
And  this  admiied  and  hazardous  military  achioTe* 
asent  closed  the  long  glories  of  this  celebrated 
commander,  who,  at  the  critical  moment  in  which 
he  had  almost  penetrated  the  French  barrier,  and 
when  another  Ramillies  mii^ht  have  removed  all 
ohslacles  in  his  march  to  Paris,  was,  by  the  man*  . 
date  of  that  sovereign  whom  he  had  served  w  ith 
such  unparalleled  ability  and  success,  divested  of 
all  his  civil  and  military  employments. 

On  the  Rhine,  in  Italy,  and  in  Spain,  where 
the  duke  of  Argyle  had  succeeded  to  general  Stan- 
hope,  since  the  disaster  of  Brihuega  a  prisoner  of 
war,  nothing  of  moment  was  attempted  on  cither 
side.  The  imperial  diet  assembling  at  Frank*  xrchduk* 
fort  under  the  protection  of  prince  Eugene,  pro-  dccteUBni- 
ceeded  quietly  to  the  election  of  an  emperor; 
and  the  votes  of  the  electors  of  Bavaria  and  Co- 
logne, who  were  under  the  ban  of  the  empire^ 
being  previously  rejected,  the  electoral  college 
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BOOK  VT.  made  choice  of  Charles  king  of  Spain,  brotlier  to 
1711.   the  late  emperor;  who,  in  the  prospect  of  hb 
sew  dignity,  having  quitted  Barcelona  in  Sep- 
tember^ was  crowned  at  Frankfort  with  the  uaual 
solemnity. 

T^e  naval  transactions  of  the  tear  1711,  thoudi 

i  ransajp-  * 

cioiM.      not  very  nicniorable,  must  not  pass  entirely  un- 
noticed. During  the  summer,  the  French,  whose 
marine  had  gradually  fallen  into  a  state  of  great 
decay  since  the  battle  off  Malaga,  unexpectedly 
fitted  out  a  considerable  squadron  under  M.  Du 
Guai  Tronin,  destined  for  the  Brazils.  Havin*r 
entered  the  bay  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  he  compelled 
the  Portngiiese  to  run  ashore,  and  set  several  of 
their  ships  on  lire ;  after  which  he  made  himself 
master  of  the  town  of  St.  Sebastian,  where  ho 
found  a  prodigious  booty  in  crusadoes  and  rich 
neon-    merchandise.   On  the  other  hand,  an  expedition 
tanpt      of  a  somewhat  similar  nature,  set  on  foot  by  the 
^eb^.     new  ministers  in  Jjlngland,  suceeeded  very  ill. 
The  French  settlement  of  Port-Royal  in  the  pen* 
insula  of  Acadia  in  North  America  had  already 
b^en  taken  possession  of  by  colonel  Nicholson^ 
who  gave  it  the  appellation  of  Annapolis.    A  de- 
sign was  now  formed  for  the  capture  of  Quebec 
the  capital  of  French  America,  situated  on  the 
great  river  St.  Laurence :  and  bOOO  troops  were 
put  under  the  connnand  of  brigadier  liill — ^bro* 
Iher  to  the  favorite,  Mrs.  Marsham— an  officer 
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very  incompetent  to  such  an  enterprise— convoy-  bookvi. 
ed  bj  a  'strofig  squadron  under  sir  Hovenden  ^^i/uT^ 
Walker.  After  ? arious  delays  tbe  fleet  entered  the 
gulf  of  St.  Laurence  in  Hie  month  of  Augus^^  ex- 
pecting a  powerful  co-operation  from  tbe  colonial 
forces^  who  were  to  join  them  by  way  of  Albany. 
But  before  they  could  reach  the  city  of  Quebec,  ■  * 
they  were  overtaken  by  a  violent  storm,  and  at 
flie  same  time  enveloped  in  so  thick  a  fog,  that 
they  entirely  lost  sight  of  land,  and  could  find  nd 
soundins^s  or  anchorage.  The  men  of  war  escaped 
with  extreme  hazard,  but  eight  transports  wett 
east  away  with  their  crews  and  stores ;  and  when 
the  weather  cleared  up,  a  council  of  war  was  held, 
in  which  it  was  agreed  to  return  home  without 
making  any  further  attempt.  This  pusillanimous 
resolution  being  forthwith  carried  into  execution, 
they  arrived  at  Portsmouth  early  in  October: 
Scarcely  had  they  reached  the  harbour,  when  the 
admiral's  ship,  the  Edgar  of  seventy  guns,  by 
some  accident  blew  up,  with  a  great  number  of 
persons  on  boards  exclusive  of  the  ship's  crew — 
and  thus  terminated  this  ill-concerted  and  dis" 
astro  us  expedition. 

During  the  recess  of  parliament  the  ministry 
were  chiefly  engaged  in  strengthening  their  in- 
terest by  the  distribution  of  new  honors  and  pro- 
motions. Lord  Raby,  head  of  the  family  of 
Went  worth- Woodhouse  in  Yorkshire,  long  re- 

voL.  II.  r  F 
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^ooKvi.  sideot  at  Berlin,  was  created  earl  of  Strafford^  and 
1711.   sent  ambassador  to  lIolland-»a  man  proud,  con- 
ceited>  full  of  party  rancor  and  malevolence*'. 


sv^mmi  narrow  in  his  capacity,  %nd  obstinate  in  his  pre- 
madc'iord  judices,  but  \vlioll  v  adveise  to  the  iuterests  of  the 
court  of  St.  Germaine's.  Sir  Simon  Uarcourt  was 
created  baron  Harcourt,  and  soon  after  lord  chan- 
cellor. The  duke  of  Hamilton  was  admitted  to 
the  honors  of  the  English  peerage,  under  the  title 
of  duke  of  Brandon.  The  bishop  of  Bristol^  on 
the  decease  of  the  duke  of  Newcastle,  by  a  ooTelty 
in  politic!  characteristic  of  a  tory  and  high- 
church  adiniuii>tration,  was  constituted  lord  privy 
seal.  The  difke  of  Buckingham,  being  made 
president  of  the  council  in  the  room  of  the  earl  of 
Rochester,  was  succeeded  in  the  odice  of  lord 
steward  by  earl  Paulet,  superseded  in  the  treasury 
by  the  late  promotion  of  Mr.  Harley. 

A  singular  occurrence  took  place  about  this 
tine  in  Scotland,  of  which  the  whigs  in  England 
did  not  fail  to  take  the  advantage.  The  duchess 
of  Gordon,  a  violent  female  politician,  noted  for 
her  attachment  to  the  banished  family,  sent  as  a 
present  to  the  faculty  of  adTOcates  at  Edinburgh, 
a  medal  with  a  head  on  the  right  ride  and  this 

♦  "  Strafford,"  according;  to  the  bold  and  concl!>e  delinea- 
tion of  Sw  it't,  possessed  no  parts^  was  infinitelj  proud,  and 
wiioU/  Ullienite.'' 

•HUtoryoftke  hU  Bmr  Yean    Qaeeii  June. 
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l^nd^  Ciijus  est  ?  and  oa  the  reverse  the  British  book  vi. 
islands  with  this  Hiotto,  JZedfttte.  A  debate  arising  ""^ru?^ 
whether  Uiis  curious  douation  should  be  received^ 
it  was  carried  hj  a  majority  of  sixty-thfee  yoieet 
to  twelve  to  accept :  and  Mr.  Dundas  of  Amis- 
touo>  in  the  name  of  the  faculty^  returned  her  Treason, 
grace  most  hearty  thanks  for  this  medal  of  their  tht  scottuh 
sovereign  lord  the  king — ^hoping  and  being  con'^M^raoiuL 
fident  that  ber  grace  would  very  soosi  have  aa 
opportunity  to  compliment  the  faculty  with  a  se- 
cond medals  ttnick  upon  the  restoration  of  the 
monarch  and  .the  termination  of  rebellion.  Ad- 
vice being  transmitted  of  this  act  of  effrontery  to 
the  duke  of  Queensberry,  secretary  of  state  for 
Scotland^  and  M.  Kreyenberg>  the  Hanoverian 
resident,  making  it  the  subject  of  a  formal  memo- 
rial^ the  lord  advocate  sir  David  Dalrymple^  a 
known  friend  to  the  protestant  successioi^  was 
dUiiiissed  from  his  office,  on  pretence  of  remiss- 
ness in  not  prosecuting  the  Scottish  medalists: 
while  Dundas  was  allowed  to  escape,  notwithr 
standing  his  printing  a  vindication  of  his  conduct 
still  more  impudent  and  treasonable  than  his  for- 
mer proceedings.     This  afiair  was  represented 
by  the  enemies  of  the  ministry  as  a  decisive  proof 
of  their  secret  bias  in  favor  of  the  Pretender ;  and 
bj^^their  friends^  as  a  trivial  and  idle  business^  not 
worthy  of  serious  attention. 

The  earl  of  Oxford^  sensible  of  the  unpopu- 
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BOOK  VI.  laritv.  nnd  prob  iblv  of  flie  follv,  of  the  war,  and 

^^^^^^^^^^^^  ' 

iTii.    unwiiiing  to  coutinue  it  \^iih  unequal  success^  or 
tine  Nego-  id  add  new  laurels  to  those  already  acquired  by 
tiatioat     ^j^^  ilukr  of  Marlborough^  had,  ffom  the  first  mo- 
metlt  of  his  accessioti  to  power,  formed  the  deter- 
tninatioti  to  coiiclurfe  a  peace  with  France  ;  and 
this  determination  he  manifested  too  strongly  and 
eagerly  not  to  afford  great  advantage  to  a  politic 
and  penetrating  ad\eisary.    There  was  a  certain 
abb^  Oualtier,  an  obscure  French  priest,  i^ho  had 
originally  accompatiied  mar^cbal  Tatlard  during 
his  embassy  to  England  in  the  late  reign^  and  had 
since  been  protected  by  count  Gallas  the  Austria^ 
minihteiv,  and  sutlered  to  say  mass  in  bis  chapel. 
This  man  was  chosen  as  the  medium  of  inter- 
course with  the  court  of  France,  and  was  sent 
over  to  Paris  with  verbal  instructions,  importing 
the  wish  of  the  present  ministers  to  eflSect  a  gene- 
ral pacification,  and  desiring  his  Most  Christian 
majesty  to  propose  to  the  Dutch  a  renewal  of  the 
conferences.    The  king  of  France,  who  had  re- 
ceived the  intelligence  of  the  dissolution  of  the 
whig  parliament  with  transports  of  joy — declaring 
his  opinion  and  belief^  that  he  should  soon  be  as 
necessary  to  Oxford  and  bis  party  as  they  to 
him*-*-receiTed  this  intimation  with  an  affectation 
of  iudiffereuce,  and  absolutely  refused  to  resipie 

Menagef^t  Memoirs. 
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the  ne»;oiiatioiis  with  Holland.    Hui,  in  a  me* book  v^. 
morial  tranmiitted  by  M-  de  Torcy  to  the  court  ^'^im^ 
of  London,  April  1711,  he  declared  his  willing- 
ness  to  treat  through  the  medium  of  Euglapd* 
'  This  overture  was  commpnicated  to  the  States 
Geaexal,  who  acknowledged  themselves  weary  qf 
the  var^  and  ready  to  join  in  any  measures  to  ob- 
tain a  ^nod  peace.    The  whole  of  the  summer 
was  spent  in  an  interchange  of  messages  between 
•the  two  courts  of  London  and  Versailles :  and  to- 
wards the  autumn  the  negotiation  became  acci- 
deotaUy  public,  in  consequence  of  the  miexpccted 
arrest  of  one  of  the  government  agents,  Mr. 
Prior,  at  Deal,,  for  want  of  a  pasNport.  Count 
Gallas^  the  imperial  ambassador,  expostulating 
upon  this  occasion  with  the  earl  of  Oxford,  was 
assured  that  there  was  no  ground  of  alarm ;  for 
ihat  the  queen  would  never  conclude  a  peace  de* 
rogatory  iVom  her  engagements  with  her  allies. 
But  M ,  Mesnager,  who  accompanied  Mr,  Prior  Provisional 
from  Paris,  being  invested  with  full  powers  on  ,1",u.lrbe- 
the  part  of  the  Most  Christian  king,  provisional  bp^"  "Jj^ 
articles  were  actually  agreed  upon;  September  ^'^^^^ 
the  27th,  1711,  O.  S.  between  Grral  ILitaiu  and 
France^  and  signed  by  the  two  secretaries  of  state^ 
'  by  virtue  of  an  especial  warrant  from  the  queen. 
It  has  bcei»  asserted  that  M.  Mesnager,  by  the 
instigation  or  encouragement  of  Mr,  St,  John« 
spoke  to  the  queen  in  favor  of  the  Pretender, 
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BOOK  VT.  whom  he  called     ber  brother;"  and  that  she  did 
1711.   not  teem  displeased  at  his  discourse*.    But  this 
is  not  confirmed  by  his  own  account  of  the  nego- 
tiation.   "  It  was  easy  to  see/'  says  this  able  po- 

litician,  that  several  who  were  near  the  queen 
had  inclinations  favourable  to  the  court  of  St 
Germai lie's  ;  but  they  could  not  make  it  practi- 
cable^  as  they  all  said^  to  take  any  steps  in  that 
interest,  without  hazard  to  their  omi — and  I  ne- 
ver found  they  had  a  true  zeal  for  any  thing  else." 

The  official  instnietions  of  M.  Mesnager  were 
not  indeed  such  as  were  likely  to  incite  him  to 
urge  this  topic  with  much  earnestness  or  ardor. 
"  It  will  be  acceptable  to  me/'  said  the  monarch 
to  the  minister^  on  delivering  to  hUn  his  commis- 
sion, "  if  you  can  render  the  young  kini^  any 
service^  and  bring  the  new  ministry  and  queen 
into  his  interest,  and  make  way  for  his  being 
placed  on  the  throne  after  the  queen.  But  re- 
member^  if  the  main  affair  of  the  treaty  requires 
it,  aud  the  queen  insists  upon  it,  you  iiuisl  t;ive 
him  up  to  his  better  fortunes.  We  must  not  be 
ruined  on  his  account.  Entendez  vans?"  said 
the  king  twice  togetherf. 

Five  days  afterthe  departure  of  M.  Mesnager, 
the  miuulers  communicated  the  provisional  ar- 
ticles to  count  Gallas^  who  treated  them  with 

*  Tindal,  vol.  xvii.  p.  408. 
'\  Mesiuiger'9  Memoirs^  p.  211, 
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much  scoro^  and  caused  an  English  translation  of  book  vi. 
tbem  to  be  published  in  a  paper  called  The  Daily  ^Hl' 
Cotiranf.  The  articles  were  seven  in  number, 
importing,  Istljr,  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
queen  of  Great  Britain  and  the  protestant  succes- 
sion in  the  house  of  Hanover ;  2d\y,  an  engage- 
ment to  take  all  just  and  reasonable  measures  to 
prevent  the  union  of  the  crowns  of  France  and 
Spain.  Hie  third  respects  an  eventual  treaty  of 
commerce.  The  fourth  contains  a  promise  of  a 
secure  barrier  for  Holland;  the  fifth,  tiie  same  on 
Ae  ride  of  the  empire;  the  sixth,  the  demolition 
of  Dunkirk ;  tlie  seventh,  a  vague  ciiirnsrc'iiciit 
that  the  pretensions  of  ail  the  princes  and  states 
ei^aged  in  the  war  diall  be  aiinicably  discussed 
and  rcgtilated.    These  loose  and  fifcneral  condi-  Provisional 

...  ,  articles  ge- 

twns  excited  umversal  surprise  and  distrust.  But  n^raiiy  dis. 

-  *    •  •  approved. 

great  and  just  offence  was  taken  at  the  conduct 
of  count  Gallas,  in  thus  disclosing  the  circum- 
stances  of  a  depending  negotiation;  and  an  order 
was  sent  him,  forhiddine^  his  appearance  at  court. 
The  States  General^  to  whom  no  communications 
bad  been  made  for  many  months,  were  scarcely 
less  dissatisfied  than  the  court  of  Vienna  at  the 
tenor  of  tiiese  provisional  articles,  which  they  re- 
presented to  the  queen  as  a  very  insuffi<'if»nt  foun- 
dation to  build  upon.  And  it  was  not  \%  ithout 
great  reluctance^  and  after  the  most  pressing  in- 
stances^ tiiat  tht^ir  high  might  incases  agreed  to 
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jK)OK  VL  open  the  conferences  afresh  on  the  lit  of  January 
J712.  1712 — Utrecht  being  named  bm  the  place  of  con- 


OppoMd  The  emperor,  on  his  part,  wrote  &  circular  let- 
ter  to  the  electors  and  pnnces  of  the  e^npire^  ex^ 
horting  them  to  persist  in  the  engagements  of  the 
grand  alliance.  In  order  to  obviate  a  iiy  di&agrecT 
able  consequences,  that  might  result  from  the  rcr 
sentmcnt  of  the  emperor,  the  queen  of  England 
bad  sent  earl  Rivers  to  Uanover^  to.asi»ure  the 
elector  that  his  interests  would  be  particularly 
attended  to.    ilis  serene  highness,  uot\vithstaad<^ 


and  the         cxprcssed  in  warm  terms  his  total 

court  of  /.  ,  .  .  J       J.  A* 

Hanover,  bation  of  the  oies^ures  m  question;  and  not  satis- 
fied with  thi9  declaration,  he  ordered  his  minister^ 
baron  Bothmar,  to  deliver  to  Mr.  St  John  a  me- 
piorial,  which  soon  afterw^rd^  appeared  iu  the 
public  prints,  representing  the  perniciaiis  conse- 
quences of  leaving  Spain  and  the  Indies  in  the 
hands  of  the  duk^  of  Anjou.  "  The  Almighty 
has  blessed  the  arms  of  the  queen,  and  of  her  al-r 
lies*' — thus  the  memorial  concludes — with  so 
inanj  triumph^  over  tlieir  powerfu)  enemy,  to  the 
end  they  may  secure  themielves  by  a  safe  and  ad- 
vantageous peace  from  all  they  have  to  fear  from 
him ;  and  it  cannot  be  Hia  pleasure,  that  aq  enemy 
so  exhausted  and  vanquislied,  as  he  has  beeq  on 
all  occasions,  should  at  last  carry  his  designs  by 
this  war,  and  get  out  of  it  by  a  peaee  p^lorious  ti| 
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him^  to  the  ruin  of  the  victorious  allies^  and  to  pookvt. 
the  deatnictton  of  the  liberty  of  ail*  Europe,  iai  1719. 
acquiring  by  this  peace  the  power  of  giving  a 
king  to  Spain^  of  imposing  one  upon  Great  Bri- 
tain,  and  of  makii^  the  Talidity  of  the  eleetioft 
of  the  head  of  the  empire  depend  upon  his  appro- 
bation."   This  indiscreet  step^  applauded  as  it 
ivras  by  the  whig  party>  produced  no  other  effect, 
as  might  easily  have  been  foreseen  by  any  persons  ^ 
aoi  blinded  by  the  rage  of  faction,  than  to  giva 
extreme  umbrage  to  the  court  of  London,  and  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  a  dangerous  nusunderstandU 
ing  between  tiie  queen  and  her  successor. 

The  elector  had  till  this  winter,"  says  Mr. 
secretary  St.  John  to  lecd  Strafford,  March  7, 
1712,  "behaved  himself  so,  that  the  whig  and 
.tory  equally  courted  him,  and  had  equal  expec- 
tations from  him.   He  has  now  placed  himsrif 
^t  the  head  of  a  party.    My  lord  Rivers  opened 
with  the  greatest  confidence  imaginable  ail  the 
views  which  her  majesty  had,  the  grounds  of  her 
proceedings,  and  in  a  word  the  whole  secret  of 
htif  administration.    The  return,  made  to  this 
mark  of  friendship  was,  sending  his  minister  lii- 
.^her  jto  associate  with  the  servants  whom  the 
queen  thought  fit  to  disgrace,  to  join  in  open  de- 
.fiance  to  her  measures^  and  even  to  appeal  to 
the  nation  in  opposition  to  their  sovereign."  By 
a  separate  and  secret  instrument  signed  the  same 
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BOOK  VI.  day  with  the  proyisional  articles,  certain  additioml ' 
^^^J^  specific  advaatages  were  stipulated  for  Great  Bri- 
tain^ viz.  the  c«iifinnatioo.of  Giliraltar  and  Mi- 
norca, and  the  ce!?sion  of  the  island  of  St.  Christo- 
pher. CoDbiderable  difficulties  arose  io  the  caurse 
of  the  n^otiation  respecting:  the  second  provi* 
sional  article — the  king  of  Spain  heing  extremely 
reluctant  te  relinquish  his  right  of  succession  to 
the  crown  of  France,  which  by  the  recent  death 
of  the  dauphin,  late  duke  of  Burgundy^  wouM 
by  the  laws  of  France  devolve  upon  him  on  the 
demise  of  the  only  snrviving  son  of  the  duke.  In 
this  case  the  king  of  Spain  proposed  that  the  Spar 
nish  monarchy  should  be  transferced  to  the  dtike 
of  Orleans^  first  prince  of  the  blood,  while  he 
himself  succeeded  to  the  crown  of  France.  The 
Most  Christian  king  supported  him  in  this  claini^ 
the  marquis  de  Torcy  urging  that  no  act  of  r^ 
Bonciation  would  invalidate  the  sacred  unalien- 
^  able  right  of  succession,  being  founded  on  a  fun- 

damental law,  which  (said  he)  we  in  France  are 
persuaded  that  God  alone  can  abolish."  To  this 
reasoning  Mr.  St.  John  happily  replied,  We  are 
willing  to  believe  that  you  in  France  are  con- 
vinced that  God  alone  can  abolish  that  law,  upon 
which  the  rights  of  your  succession  are  founded; 
but  yon  will  permit  ns  in  Great  Britain  to  be  also 
CODvinced  that  a  prince  can  go  from  his  right  by 
a  voluntary  cession  of  it ;  and  that  he  in  favor  of 
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whom  this  renunciaiioo  is  made,  may  be  jusll  v  book  vi. 
supported  in  his  pretensioos  by  the  powers  who  1713. 
become  euaraotees  to  the  treaty."    This  English  Kin^  of 

,  J     •         Spain  re- 

itasoiniig*  cofroborated  by  a  peremptory  declara-  noux^ce^hm 
tion  that  the  negotiation  should  be  suspended  till  iii^'^tdL 
the  solemn  renunciations  required  were  assented  crown  of 
to^  waa  at  length  found  too  cogent  to  be  resisted  ^'"^ 
by  any  species  of  political  chicanery — and  they 
were  uHimately  executed  by  the  king  of  Spain« 
and  the  princes  of  die  blood  in  France^  in  all  the 
Jegal  and  diplomatic  forms. 

At  this  period  the  pretender,  knowing  the  cold- 
ness subsisting  between  the  courts  of  London  and 
Hanover^  was  emboldened  to  address  the  queen^  in 
a  letter  not  ill  imagined  or  expressed — ui^ng  her,  Jj^^*^^ 
as  she  tendered  her  own  honor  and"  happiness,  tender  10 
to  do  him  that  justice  to  which  he  was  entitled; 
in  which  case  he  assured  her  that  no  reasonable 
terms  of  accommodation  whic  h  she  could  desire 
for  herself  should  be  refused  by  him— and  de- 
claring his  readiness  to  give  all  the  security  that 
could  be  desired,  of  his  unalterable  resolution  to 
make  the  law  of  the  land  the  rule  of  his  gOYcm- 
nient — to  maintain  the  chych  of  England  in  its 
just  rights  and  privileges*;  but  without  giving 
the  slightest  intimation  or  hope  that  he  might  be 
induced  to  change  his  religion.    To  this  letter  it 

*  MacphetBon's  Suite  Papers^  vol*  it. 
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JWOK  VL  does  not  appear  fhat  any  reply  directly  or  indi- 

1712.  recti  J  was  ever  made. 
|^^5^nof  ^  The  States  General  having  at  length  agreed  to 
renew  the  neg:otiation  with  France,  the  parlia* 
ment  yvaa  couvened  for  the  7lli  of  December 
1711 ;  previous  to  which>  great  efforts  were  made 
to  obtain  a  clear  maioritv  in  the  house  of  lords, 
where  the  whig^iuterei>t  chiefly  prevailed— hut 
with  ¥ery  little  success ;  and  the  ministers  had 
evcu  the  mortification  to  sec  the  earl  of  Not- 
tiiigham#  one  of  the  principal  leaders  of  the  to* 
ries  for  more  than  twenty  years  past,  closely  eon* 
nectiug  himself  upon  the  great  question  of  peace 
or  war^  with  the  whigs.  This  nobleman  was  sup- 
posed to  feel  stroii«:  emotions  of  jealousy  aiid  dis- 
gust at  the  sudden  and  surprising  ascendancy  aC'^ 
quired  by  the  earl  of  Oxford,  who  in  return,  was 
no  les^  tremblingly  alive  to  the  rival  pretensions 
of  Nottingham. 

The  whi^  exclaimed  with  all  the  violence  of 
party  rage  against  the  plan  of  accommodation 
comprehended  in  the  provisional  articles,  which 
they  represented  as  fraught  with  treachery  to  our 
allies  and  ruin  to  ourselves.  The  ideas  inculcated 
by  the  leaders  and  swallowed  by  the  dupes  of  the 
faction  are  strongly  though  undesignedly  depic- 
tured by  bishop  Burnet ;  who  gravely  relates,  that 
when  the  queen  condescended  to  ask  of  him  his 
seutiuicuts  respecting  peace,  upon  obtaining  per* 
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mission  to  speak  his  mind  plainly,  he  told  her  ma*  book  vl 
jesty  ''that  it  was  his  opinion  that  any  treaty  by  4712. 
which  Spain  and  the  indies  i^  ere  left  to  king  Phi- 
lip must,  in  a  little  vrhile,  deliver  up  all  Europe 
into  the  hands  of  France;  and  if  any  such 
peace  riiould  be  made>  she  was  betrayed,  and  we 
were  all  ruined  :  in  less  than  three  years' time  she 
would  be  murdered,  and  the  fires  would  be  again 
kindled  in  Stnithfield." 

In  the  queen's  speech  to  the  two  houses,  she 
expressed  her  joj  in  beii^  able  to  inform  them, 
that,  notii  ithstanding  the  arts  of  those  who  ddfght 
in  war,  both  time  and  place  were  appointed  for 
opening  the  treafty  of  a  general  peace.    By  a« 
extraordinary  latitude  of  assertion,  she  declared 
tlie  ready  coneurtenee  and  entire  confidence  of 
the  adtSi  in  the  steps  she  had  taken ;  and,  as 
Usual,  expressed  her  concern  that  the  succession 
to  the  cfown  should  be  fendmd  secure  to  the 
house  of  Hanover.    An  address  of  tlianks  being 
proposed,  the  earl  of  Nottii^h&ni,  at  the  close  of 
a  very  eloquent  and  able  speech,  much  admired  - 
and  celebrated  at  the  time,  and  in  which  his  lord- 
ihip  copiously  eltpatiated  on  the  insufficiency  and 
precariousness  of  the  late  provisional  or  prelimi- 
nary articles,  and  on  the  dangers  to  be  apprehend- 
ed from  leaving  a  prince  of  the  house  of  Bourboa 
in  possession  of  the  monarchy  of  Spain,  moved 
that  a  clause  might  be  added  to  the  address,  re- 
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BOOK  VT.  presenting  to  ber  majeat  j«  that  ia  the  opinion  of 
that  house,  no  peace  eould  be  taib  or  honourable 
to  Great  Britain  or  Europe,  if  Spain  and  the  lu- 
^  ori'^  dies  were  allotted  to  uy  branch  of  the  house  of 
KattiDgw    Bourbon."   This  nve  rise  to  a  Tioleat  debate-^ 

ham  car-  ~ 

^mru^^  the  motion  being  supported  or  opposed  by  all 
the  prineipal  speakera  on  eich  aide.   And  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  in  particular,  conceiving 
himself  to  be  invidiously  pointed  at  in  the  speech 
frdm  the  throne,  affirmed  to  the  house    that  he 
could  declare  with  a  safe  conscience,  in  the  pre* 
sence  of  her  majesty,  of  that  illustrious  assembly; 
and  of  that  Supreme  Being  who  is  infinitely  above 
all  the  powers  upon  earthy  and  before  whom, 
according  to  the  ordinary  course  of  nature,  he 
must  soon  appear  to  give  an  account  of  l^is  ac- 
tions, that  he  ever  was  desirous  of  a  safe>  ho- 
nourable, and  lasting  peace ;  and  that  he  was 
far  ii'om  any  design  of  prolonging  the  war  for. 
his  own  priyate  advantage^  as  his  enemies  had 
most  falsely  insinuated.    That  his  advanced  age, 
and  the  many  fatigues  he  bad  undergone,  made 
him  earnestly  wish  for  retirement  and  repose, 
having  already  honours  and  riches  heaped  upon 
him  far  beyond  his  desert  or  expectation.  But 
that  he  was  in  duty  to  his  country  and  to  his 
sovereign  bound  to  declare  his  opinion,  that  no 
treaty  of  pacification,  either  honourable,  safe,  or 
lasting,  could  be  concluded  on  the  foundation  of 
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the  seven  prelimioary  articles."  The  previous  bookvl 
question  being  put  upon  the  motion  of  the  earl  "^^^^^ 
of  Nottiiii!:haiii,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative 
by  a  single  vote,  and  the  main  question  by  eight 
voices  (sixty-two  to  fifty-four )  agaiiist  the  utmost 
efforts  of  the  court*.  On  presenting  the  address 
the  queen  coldly  replied,  that  the  should  be 
very  sorry  any  one  could  think  she  would  not  do 
her  utmost  to  recover  Spain  and  the  West  Indies 
from  the  house  of  Bourbon."  On  the  other  hand 
the  address  of  the  commons  was  expressed  in  the 
highest  strain  of  satisfaction  and  loyalty,  a  clause 
similar  to  that  of  the  earl  of  Nottingham  heing 
rejected  by  a  majority  of  232  voices  against 
106.  They  assured  her  that  they  would  use 
their  utmost  endeavours  to  disappoint  as  well 

•  The  defection  of  Ibe  earl  of  Notdogbam  is  thus  ludi* 
croody  latiriied  In  a  periodical  publication  of  the  timefl— 

ranking,  by  conjecture,  among  the  wicked  lampoons  of 
Swift:—"  Whereas  a  very  tall,  thin,  swarthy-complexioned 
BfMOg  between  sixty  and  b&vtoty  years  of  age^  wearing  a 
brown  coat  with  little  ileeves  and  long  pockets*  has  lately 
withdrawn  himself  fiom  hta  friends,  being  seduced  by  wicked 
penons  to  IbUow  ill  courses— these  are  to  give  notice,  that 
whoever  shall  discover  him  shall  have  ten  shillings  reward—  ^ 
or  if  he  will  voluntarily  return,  he  shall  be  kindly  received  by 
his  friends,  who  will  not  reproach  him  for  past  follies,  pro* 
vided  he  give  good  assurances  that  for  the  future  he  will  firmly 
adhere  to  the  chuichof  England,  in  which  he  was  so  carefully 
educated  hy  his  honest  parents 
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BOOK  VT.  the  arts  and  designs  of  those  who  for  private 
^^^212^  might  ddight   in  war,    as  ihe  hopes 

the  enemies  might  have  vainlj  entertained  of 
leceiving  advantage  from  any  dmsioh  among 
them/' 

In  another  instance  the  ascendancy  of  the 
opposition  in  the  house  of  peers  conspicuousljr 
siicwed  itself,  to  the  great  chagrin  of  the  court. 

Claim  or   The  duke  of  Hamilton^  lately  created  duke  of 
Brandon^  claiminjs^  the  place  which  appertained 

"^^^^  to  him  in  that  quality,  was  opposed  by  many  of 
the  English  lords,  who  conceived  such  assump^ 
tion  to  be  incompatible  with  the  act  of  union, 
as  giving  a  power  to  the  crown  to  introduce  a 
greater  number  of  Scottish  peers  into  the  house 
than  were  allowed  by  the  act.  After  a  vehement 
debate,  the  claim  of  the  duke  was  rejected^  not- 
withstanding the  precedent  of  the  duke  of  Queens^ 
berry  admitted  to  sit  as  duke  of  Dover,  by  fifty- 
seven  to  iifty-two  voices.  The  Scottish  peers 
were  much  enraged,  and  not  without  reason^  at 
this  determination ;  and  signed  a  representation 
to  the  queen,  complaining  of  it  as  a  breach  of 
the  union,  and  a  mark  of  disgrace  put  upon  the 
whole  peerage  of  Scotland,  who  were  thus  stig* 
matised  as  the  only  description  of  persons  in  the 
realm  incapable  of  being  admitted  to  the  honours 
of  the  English  peerage. 

It  was  a  favourite  object  with  the  present  mi-" 
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Disters  to  fix  some  lasting  popular  stigma  upon  book  vi. 
the  character  of  the  duke  of  Marlboroi^ ;  and  ^^ijn^ 
it  appearing  on  the  report  of  the  commissioners 
of  public  accounts^  framed  in  a  v^y  bitter 
spirit  of  party  rancour^  that  he  had  received^  in 
the  capacity  of  commander  in  chiefs  certain  per- 
quiutefl  not  indeed  recognised  by  parliament,  but 
authorised  by  precedent^  and  out  of  which 
the  whole  expence  of  secret  service  was  de- 
irayed,  it  was  resolved  by  the  house,  that  the 
sums  so  applied  ought  to  be  accounted  for 
as  puUic  property ;  and  the  queen  in  the  sequel 
ordered  the  attorney-general  to  commence  a  pro- 
secutipn  against  the  duke  for  money  actually  re- 
ceived by  virtue  of  her  own  warrant* 

The  occasional  conformity  bill,  having  niiscar-  occasional 
ried  three  times,  liad  lain  dormant  for  seven  years,  tSn^H!^ 

♦  To  a  similar  public  charge,  originating  in  the  same  spirit 
of  fa<  lion  and  malignity,  Scipio  Ai  kicaxus,  as  we  are  in- 
iormed  by  the  Roman  historioiij  made  tlie  Ibllowing  memor- 
able feply:  *'  Hoc  die  triboni  plebis,  vosque  Quirites^  com 
Annibale  et  CardngUiiensHias  aigntscoUatls  in  Africa  beneac 
it^idter  pugnavi.  Itaquequnmhodie  Ittibiis  et  jurgiis  super- 
sederi  aeqatun  sit,  ego  bine  extemplo  in  Capitolium  ad  Joveni 
O,  M.  Juiioucnique,  et  Miaen  am,  cretcro^tjue  Deos  qui  Capi- 
tolio  atque  arci  praesi^entj  salutandos  ibo  :  iiisque  gratias  again 
quod  mihi,  et  boc  ipso  die,  et  sxpe  ali^s,  cgrcgle  reipubl.  ge- 
xendie  mentem  fiicultatemqae  dedenint!  Vestrum  qooque 
qoibcu  ooanoodnni  eit,  ite  meconi,  Qnirites;  et  orate  Deos  tit 
inei  airoiles  principei  babeatis.**  Liv.  lib.  usvui.  §51. 
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BOOK  VI.  till  it  \^  as  at  this  period  revived  bj?  the  earl  of 
171  !•  Nottiiighani^  with  the  acquiescence  of  the  whigs, 
to  whom  he  declared,  that  without  this  bill  be 
should  be  only  an  individual^  but  with  it  a  host. 
The  chiefs  of  the  party  knowing,  from  the  tem- 
per of  the  timesj  that  a  bill  of  this  nature  w  ould 
certainly  pass^were  willing  and  even  desirous^  that 
lord  Notting^ham  should  conciliate  the  confidence 
of  tbe  zealous  churchmen  by  being  himself  the 
mover  of  it^  especially  as  the  penalties  of  the  pro* 
posed  hill  were  much  milder  tlian  they  would 
probably  have  been  if  introduced  under  tbe  aus- 
pices of  the  court.  In  consequence  of  this  pre- 
vious agreement.,  the  bill  passed  through  both 
houses  with  silence  tfnd  rapidity.  The  dissenters, 
however,  who  did  not  comprehend  these  political 
and  courtly  manaHivres,  loudly  complained  that 
they  were  deserted  by  their  friends,  who  endea- 
voured in  vain  to  persuade  them  that  they  con- 
sulted their  interest  in  consenting  to  their  op- 
pression. 

Duke  of  During  the  Christmas  recess  of  parliament, 
rough  dli-  matters  having  now  attained  to  sufficient  ma- 
hu  E^^**"  turity,  the  duke  of  Marlborough  was  dismissed 
pioyoiMti.  i^.g  employments^  by  a  letter  under  the 

quu^n's  own  hand ;  the  charges  brought  against 

him  in  the  house  of  commons,  respecting  the 
perquisites  received  by  his  grace  as  commander 
in  chief  of  tbe  forcesof  Great  Britnin,  being  made 
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the  pretext  for  his  disgrace.  For,  on  the  30th  of  bookvl 
December^  the  queen  declared  in  council,  that,  1711. 
an  information  being  laid  against  the  duke  of 
Marlborough^  by  the  commissioners  of  public 
accounts,  she  thought  fit  to  dismiss  him  from  all 
his  cDi  ploy  meats,  that  the  matter  might  take  an 
impartial  examination."  And  this  declaration 
was  entered  in  the  council  hooks.  The  duke,  in 
his  answer,  told  the  queen,  that  if  the  invete- 
racj  of  his  enemies  had  not  been  more  power- 
ful with  them  than  ths  consideration  of  her  ma- 
jesty's honour  and  justice,  they  would  nothaye  in- 
fluenced her  to  impute  the  occasion  of  his  dismis- 
sion to  a  false  and  malicious  insinuation,  contrived 
by  themselres,  and  made  public  when  there  waa 
no  opportunity  for  him  to  give  in  his  answer.'* 
And  he  concludes  with  wishing  that  her  ma- 
jesty might  never  find  the  want  of  so  fiiithful  a 
servant,  as  he  had  always  endeavoured  to  approve 
himself  to  her."— -For  many  months  subsequent  to 
the  change  of  administration,  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough had  conducted  himself  with  great  pru- 
dence and  caution,  preserving  a  civil  and  even 
apparently  amicable  correspondence  with  the  mi- 
nisters. But  on  the  publication  of  the  seven  pro- 
visional articles,  he  entered  into  the  cabals  of  the 
opposition  and  the  intrigues  of  foreign  courts  in 
a  manner  very  obnoxious  to  the  government. 
"  His  fate/'  says  Mr.  St.  John  to  lord  Strafford 

og2 
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BOOK  VI.  {  Nov.  21,  1711)  hane:s  heavy  on  bim,  and  be 
1/12.  has  of  late  pursued  every  couusel  which  was 
the  worst  for  bim."  The  earl  of  Oxford^  in  a 
letter  to  the  same  uohlemaii,  declares^  iu  speak- 
'  ing  of  the  famous  naotion  of  Nottingham^  "  that 
the  general  had  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
whigs  and  his  other  creatures  in  this  business, 
and  bad  united  himself  with  the  foreign  minis- 
ters." By  the  advice  of  Mr.  St.  John,  the  most 
decisive  measures  were  suddenly  determined  on; 
and  iu  his  dispatch  to  lord  Strafford,  Jan.  1,  171^, ' 
be  triumphantly  exclaims^  in  allusion  to  the  ef- 
forts of  (lie  Dutch  to  ohstruct  and  embarrass  the 
designs  of  the  courts  they  only  are  to  blamci 
wbo  force  to  this  necessity  a  princess,  to  whose 
friendship  they  owe  the  grandeur  of  tlieir  Repub- 
lic ;  suid  who  choose  rather  to  lean  on  the  broken 
reed  of  a  routed  faction^  than  to  stand  oa  the 
solid  basis,  which  an  enture  confidence  in  ber 
would  establish.*'  Very  dangerous  schemcf  and 
projects  occupied  the  restless  spirits  of  tlie  whig 
party  from  this  period,  which  only  ^ye  rise  to 
still  more  dangerous  designs  on  the  part  of  the 
Ehikeof  furious  on  the  opposite  side.  By  an  artifice  cha- 
appointed  Tactcristic  of  lord  Oxford,  the  command  of  the 
frinChiff"  queen's  forces  in  Flanders  was,  on  the  dismission 
of  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  offered  to  the  elect- 
or of  Uauovcr;  which  he,  as  was  clearly  furc:>ccii> 
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refusing  to  accept,  the  duke  of  Onuoiid  was  ap-  book  vi. 
pointed  captain-^nertl  of  all  her  nugestj's  forces  ^^1712!^ 
it  lioiiie  and  abroad. 

The  whig  interest  still  preponderating  in  the  Creation 
bouse  of  lords,  a  resolution  was  taken  to  ereate  pem. 
twelve  new  peers,  iu  order  to  secure  a  majority 
for  the  court.   This  gaVe  rise  to  much  clamorous 
exclaiuatiou.    Sir  Miles  \\  hai  toii,  being  ofiered 
a  peerage  on  this  occasion,  rejected  it  with  dis- 
dain, sayinjz;,     that  fonncrlv  peerages  verc  the 
reward  of  services  done,  but  now  it  appeared 
they  were  merely  a  compensation  for  seryiceto 
be  done."    The  ^^d  of  Januarx ,  \1  \2,  the  twelve 
new  peers  were  introduced  into  the  house ;  and 
the  Scottish  lords  being  now  also  arrived,  the 
court  acquired  a  decided  and  permanent  ma- 
jority ; — though  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  scrupled 
not  to  say,  "  that  if  those  twelve  had  not  been 
enough,  they  would  have  given  them''  (t  e,  the 
whigs)     another  dozen."  ^Vhen  the  usual  ques- 
tion of  adjournment  was  about  to  be  put,  the  earl 
of  \\  harton  excited  mirth  hy  asking  the  new 
peers  "  whether  they  meant  to  vote  individually^ 
or  by  their  foreman  V* 

At  this  critical  period  tlie  ministers  were  em-  Arrival  or 
barrassed  by  an  unexpected  and  unwelcome  visit  L^^* 
from  prince  Eugene,  who,  on  the  dismission  of  ^""^^ 
count  Gallas,  was  charged  with  instructions  from 
the  emperor  to  represent  to  the  c^ueca  iu  terms 
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BOOK  VI.  the  most  urgent^  the  fatal  consequences  which 
^^P^^  would  attend  the  detection  of  England  from  tbe 
alliance^  and  to  propose  a  new  plan  for  tbe  fu- 
ture conduct  of  the  war^  in  which  his  im- 
perial nuyetty  would  take  upon  himself  a  laigeT 
proportion  of  the  burthen  than  had  been  required 
from  bis  predecessors^  Leopold  and  Joseph.  The 
remonstrances  of  bis  highness  produced  no  ef- 
fect ;  but  iie  was  treated  with  all  the  external  de- 
monstrations of  esteem  and  respect  by  tbe  queen, 
and  entertained  with  great  magnificence  by  tlie 
.  .ministers^  particularly  by  the  lord  treasurer,  who, 
it  is  said,  declared  in  polite  terms  to  the  prince 
tbe  pride  he  felt  in  having  for  bis  guest  the  first 
general  in  Europe.  If  I  am/'  said  bis  high- 
ness, it  is  to  your  lordship  I  am  indebted  tbr 
it'"— alludii^  to  tbe  recent  dismission  of  tbe  duke 
of  Marlborough.  The  prince  received^  however, 
positive  assurances  of  concurrence  in  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  tbe  war*. 

♦  The  prince  of  Savoy  having  applied  to  the  earl  of  Stnif- 
ford,  ambassador  at  the  Hague,  for  an  order  to  tlie  captain  of  a 
voyal  yacbt^  then  at  the  Briel^  to  oonv^  bis  highness  to  Eng- 
land, tbeEarl  wrole  the  following  carious  and  elegant  i^istle  to 
the  commander^  capt  Desboiough,  of  the  Ftibbt : 

*'  frinoe  Eugene  having  desired  mj  oideia  to  jroa  to  cany 
him  over^  you  know  I  do  not  pfetend  to  command  any  of  her 
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To  shew  hU  zeal  for  the  protestant  succession,  book  vi. 
the  lord  treasurer,  at  the  suggestioa  of  the  duke  ^^TmT 
of  Devonshire,  who  had  driven  notice  of  a  mo- 
tion for  the  same  purpose^  brought  in  a  bill  giv- 
ing precedence  to  the  whole  electoral  house,  as 
part  of  the  ro^al  family* — >vhich  an  euiulatiou 
of  eagerness  passed  both  lords  and-conniions  in 
4he  space  of  two  (ia>  s. 

Mr.  Walpole,  late  secretary  at  war,  liaving  hj  Mr.  wai- 
his  activity,  eloquence,  and  knowledge  ofbusiness,  aS^^* 
rendered  himself  extremely  obnoxious  to  the  to- 
ries,  advantage  was  taken  of  an  act  of  indiscre- 
tion on  his  part  when  in  office,  not  only  to  expel 
him  the  house,  but  commit  him  to  the  Tower. 
The  case  was  this:  Mr.  Walpole,  in  contracting 
with  certain  persons  for  the  article  of  forage,  was 
desirous  that  a  friend  mig^t  he  admitted  to  a  par- 

inajcsty's  yachts  without  her  special  command.  Yoii  know 
your  orders ,  and  how  far  they  authorise  you  to  carry  over  tbo 
prince.  You  know  the  respect  and  consideration  due  to  tbe 
prince,  and  his  great  merit  3  therefore  it  it  needless  for  me  to 
ten  70a  wbal  respect  and  consideration  you  ought  to  Acw  him. 
I  can  assuri*  you  I  have  a  particular  respect  and  esteem  for  liim, 
and  I  sliall  aK\  ays  be  glad  to  do  the  prince  ail  the  service  that 
lies  in  aiy  power. 

I  am  your  most  bumble  aervant, 

•*  Stkafpobo.'* 

Capt.  Deshoiongh,   thus  encoura^vd,  venUired  to  take  on 
board  hla  yachi  the  prince  and  his  retiaue  Jon.  8,  1712. 
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BOOK  VT.  ticipationqf  the  profits ;  in  lieu  of  wbich^  the  cov- 
1712.  tractors  agreed  to  give  him  ftve  hundred  guineas 
for  his  share  of  the  same.  But  the  name  being 
concealed^  a  bill  for  the  amount  was  paid  into 
Mr.  \>  alpole's  bands  and  indorsed  by  him.  On 
m  strict  eiaminatton>  it  appeared  tiiat  no  part  of 
the  money  ^vas  retained  by  Walpole  ;  but  the 
bouse  nevertheless  voted  the  acceptance  of  it  to 
be  an  act  of  corruption^  and  proceeded  to  ex- 
pulsion and  commitment.  The  censures  of  the 
house  were  treated  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Wair 
pole  with  contempt,  and  he  was  immediately  re- 
chosen  by  the  borough  of  Lynn  Regis.  Upon 
which  the  house  came  to  a  remarkable  resolution^ 
that  Robert  Walpole^  esq.  having  been  this  ses- 
sion of  parliament  committed  a  prisoner  to  tlie 
Tower  of  London^  and  expelled  this  house  for  aii 
high  breach  of  trust  in  the  execution  of  his  office, 
and  notorious  corruption  when  secretary  at  wsFj 
was  and  is  incapable  of  being  elected  a  member 
to  serve  in  this  present  parliament." 
DebatetTO  Auothcr  business  of  far  greater  consequence 
Txtity.  next  engaged  the  attention  of  the  house,  viz.  the 
consideration  of  the  barrier  treaty  with  the  States. 
As  on  the  one  hand  it  was  a  great  object  with 
the  late  whig  ministers  to  obtain  the  guarantee  of 
Holland  in  support  of  the  protestaut  succesi^iou, 
it  was  no  less  a  favourite  point  with  the  States  that 
England  should  guaranty  to  them  in  return  the 
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quiei  posseasioa  of  their  barrier  iaFlauders.  And  boortl 
a  treaty  contaioinsc  these  reciprocal  cooditiom  "^^^ 
was  ^isrned  hv  lord  Townbheiid  al  the  Ilai^ue, 
October  29^  1 109,  wherein  the  harrier  was  settled 
to  consist  not  iwrelT  of  Tarions  places  acknow- 
ledging the  &ovcrt'igutjr  of  the  crov^  ii  of  Spain, 
but  of  sercral  verv  important  towns  captured 
diirinc:  the  course  of  the  war  from  1  rancc — as 
hule,  Touma V,  Menin,  and  Douav.  This  treatj 
was  regarded  by  the  present  ministers  as  a  grand 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  peace,  \^hich  could  not  too 
soon  be  removed.  And  though  it  had  been  so- 
lemnly  ratificti  by  the  qiiciii,  it  was  now  con- 
demned without  reserve  bv  the  house  of  conmioos^ 
who  came  to  divers  resolutions  upon  the  snl^ect, 
importing  :  1st,  "  That  in  the  treaty  for  6cttiiug 
a  barrier,  &c.  under  coiowr  of  securing  the  pro- 
iestant  succession,  were  several  articles  destrnc- 
tive  to  the  interests  of  Great  Britain,  and  liigldj 
dishonourable  to  her  majesty.  Sdl  That  lord  vis- 
count  Townshend  had  not  any  orders  or  aitthority 
for  n^ociatiog  or  concluding  several  articles  in 
that  treaty.  Sdlv,  That  lord  vtsconnt  Towns- 
bend^  who  signed,  and  all  those  who  advised 
the  ratifying  of  that  treaty,  were  enemies  to  the 
ipieen  and  kingdom.  "  The  States  (TCneral,  as- 
tonished and  alarmed  at  these  proceedings,  vrrote 
a  very  respectful  letter  to  the  queen,  stating  the' 
ncce^ity  of  a  puwciful  hairier  for  the  security  of 
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.  England  as  well  as  Holland,  and  expressii^ 
their  readiness  to  explain  or  modify  any  articles 
of  the  treaty  which  should  not  essentially  afiect 
the  preservation  of  the  Dutch  nation,  and  en- 
treating her  majesty  to  continue  towards  them 
that  precious  fricndahip  and  good  w  ill  with  which 
she  had  hitherto  honoured  them.  But  the  cur- 
rent now  set  strongly  against  them  ;  and  the  house 
of  commons,  in  an  inflammatory  representation 
to  the  queen,  charged  the  allies  in  general,  and 
tl>e  States  General  in  particular,  with  having  been 
grossly  deficient  in  furnishing  their  quotas  of  men 
and  money ;  ami,  in  answer  to  their  variouB  me- 
morials, they  received  only  a  cold  and  vague  as- 
surance from  the  queen,  "  that  she  would  contri- 
bute what  was  in  her  power  towards  the  satis* 
faction  of  the  States  General,  without  abandon- 
ing the  interest  of  her  own  kingdoms*." 

One  of  the  most  laudable  measures  of  this  high 
church  and  tory  parliament  was  the  bill  brought 
in  with  very  general  approbation  for  granting  a 
toleration  to  the  Scottish  episcopalians.  Seven- 
teen members  only  divided  against  this  popular 
measure;  and  of  these  fourteen  were  Scotch.  The 
general  assembly  of  Scotland,  alarmed  at  so  daring 
and  dangerous  an  attack  upon  the  rights  of  the 
CHURCH,  on  the  first  intimation  of  this  bill,  drew 


*  TiNDAL,  vol.  v.  p.  455 — ^163 


tip  a  long  representation  to  the  queen^  aetting  bookvi;. 
forth,  that  the  act  of  1707,  for  securing  the  pro*  ""TtuT 
testant  religion  and  presbvterian  e:overnment  ia* 
Scotland,  was  declared  to  be  an  essential  and  fuo- 
damental  condition  of  the  treaty  of  the  union-— 
that  thej  could  not  but  express,  therefore,  their 
surprise  and  affliction  to  hear  of  a  bill  offered  for 
aucb  a  large  and  almost  boundless  toleration^  not 
only  threateuixig  the  overthrow  of  their  cluirch, 
but  giving  a  licence  to  errors  and  hlasphemiess^ 
Ac.  to  tlie  dishonour  of  God,  the  scandal  of  reli- 
gion, and  the  confusion  of  that  church  and  nation* 
And  they  did  beseech,  nay  obtest  her  ninjesty  bj 
the  mercy  of  GoD^  to  interpose  her  authority 
against  such  a  manifest  and  ruining  enoroach- 
nicut."    Notwithstanding  this  rancorous  oppo- 
sition of  the  Godly  in  Scotland^  who  regarded 
prelacy  with  scai'cely  less  detestation  than  popery, 
the  bill  passed,  with  a  remarkable  clause  prohi- 
biting the  magistrates  of  that  kingdom  in  future 
to  execute  the  sentences  of  the  judicatories  of  the 
kirk^  which  was  by  this  means  divested  of  its  tem- 
poral terrors ;  and  as  its  spiritual  censures  have 
gradually  fallen  into  contempt^  it  is  now  only  the 
phantom  of  its  former  self.    This  bill  wasaccom* 
panied  by  another  for  restoring  the  right  of  pa- 
tronage ;  which  passed  with  little  opposition, 
though  certainly  incompatible  with  the  act  of 
union,  and  as  it  was  also  pretended  by  the  r^id 
j>resbytcrians,  to  scrij^tural  warratU, 
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EooK  v\.  About  this  time  the  first  symptoms  began  to  be 
1712.  visible  of  a  coldness  and  jealousy  between  the 
.tandin-  '  treasuFcr  and  secretary,  which  seem  to  have  ori- 
Ch^H  and  gin&ted  at  the  period  when  Oxford  being  for  a 
^^f'  tiuic  incapacitiited  fur  business  by  the  wound  he 
received  from  Guiscard^  the  sole  mamigemeBt  of 
affairs  devolved  on  Mr.  St.  John.  So  lonp:  since 
as  May  17 11,  the  secretary  wrote  to  lord  Orrery, 
lesident  at  Brussels:  Mr.  Harley,  sinee  bis  re- 
covery, has  not  appeared  at  the  council  or  at  the 
treasury  at  all^  and  very  seldom  in  the  house  of 
commons*  We  wbo  are  reported  to  be  in  his  in^ 
tiuiacy  have  few  opportunities  of  seeing  him,  and 
none  of  talking  freely  with  him.  As  he  is  the 
only  true  channel  through  which  the  queen's 
pleasure  is  conveyed^  so  there  is  and  must  be  a 
perfect  stagnation  till  he  is  pleased  to  open  him- 
self, and  set  the  water  flowing.'*  In  a  following 
letter  he  declares  the  treasurer  to  be  wanting 
in  that  grace  and  openness  which  engages  the  af- 
fection;'' and  at  a  later  period^  April  1712^  he 
mentions  him  with  disgust,  as  affecting  secresy 
and  concealment  in  some  important  points  of  the 
negotiation."  But  in  his  dispatch  of  July  S3dj 
he  breaks  out  into  the  most  undisguised  and  im- 
passioned terms  of  hatred.  His  own  recent  pro- 
motion to  the  peerage  he  ascribes  to  envy  on  the 
part  of  Oxford.  "  In  the  house  of  commons/' 
saya  he^    I  was  at  the  head  of  business,  and  I 
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must  have  continued  so  whether  I  bad  been  in  book^ 
courts  or  out  of  court.  There  seems  to  be  nothing  1712. 
done  for  my  sake,  or  as  a  mark  of  favour  to  me. 
I  own  to  you  that  I  felt  more  indignation  than  ever 
ill  my  life  I  had  done;  and  the  only  consideration 
which  kept  me  from  running  to  extremities,  was, 
that  I  knew  any  appearance  of  breach  between  , 
myself  and  the  lord  treasurer  would  give  our  com- 
mon enemies  spirit*."    The  earl  of  Oxford  had» 
it  seems,  the  art  of  increasing  enmity  by  his  very 
manner  of  conferring  favors. 

Althoudi  the  first  day  of  the  new  year  had  conrerw 

^  ^  ence*  com* 

been  nominated  for  opcnin<^  the  conj^rcss  atmenc«i« 
Utrecht,  the  conferences  did  not  commence  till 
the  39th  January,  171^;  when  the  bishop  of 
Bristol,  lord  privy  seal,  repairing  to  the  a|){)()iiil(!d 
place  in  great  pomp,  attired  in  velvet  robes  with 
his  train  borne  bv  two  jia^^es,  a  Idresscd  (lie  as- 
sembly in  a  set  speech,  particularly  and  earnestly 
recommending  clearness,  openness,  and  since- 
rity, in  the  conduct  of  the  present  negotiation  ;** 
although  the  conduct  of  tlie  British  ministers  bad 
been,  and  continued  to  be,  replete  with  finesse,  du- 
plicity, and  deceit.  The  i)ro|)ositiDns  signed  by 
M.  Mesnager  were  declared  to  be  the  basis  of  the 
treaty ;  for  the  congress  had  not  the  least  notice 
or  intimation  of  the  provisional  articles  signed  on 
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BOOK  VI. the  part  of  France  and  Enp^land.  The  niinistcrf 
^^^ix^  of  France^  at  the  desire  of  the  allies,  gave  in  their 
projet  of  peace  February  11th,  and  it  was  couched 
in  so  high  a  strain  as  to  excite  the  greatest  amaze- 
ttient.  The  abbe  de  Poligdac,  one  of  the  pleni- 
potcutiaries,  had  proiously  declared  the  propo- 
ations  made  atGertruydenberg — ^to  in^hich  the  im- 
perial minister,  count  Zinzendorf,  wished  to  ad- 
Tcrt — ^to  be  no  longer  existing  ;  and  all  tlie  king 
of  France  now  offered  was,  to  recognise  the  title 
of  the  queen  of  Great  Britain^  and  the  succession 
of  the  crown  in  the  house  of  Hanover,  at  the 
signing  of  the  peace ;  to  demolish  the  fortifica- 
tions of  Dunkirk  for  a  satisfactory  equivalent ;  to 
cede  the  island  of  St.  Christopher,  Hudson's  Bay, 
and  Newfoundland,  excepting  Placentia,  to  Eng- 
land ;  and  to  add  to  tlie  present  Dutch  barrier  tho 
towns  of  Furnes,  Ypres,  Menin,  and  Fort 
Knoque.  At  the  same  time  his  Most  Christian 
majesty  demanded,  in  order  to  form  the  barrier  of 
France,  Aire,  Si.  Venanf,  IJctlinne,  and  Douay, 
with  their  dependencies ;  that  the  frontier  on  tho 
fide  of  the  empire  and  of  Italy  should  be  the  samo 
as  before  the  \\  ar — or,  in  other  words,  that  Lan- 
dau, Fenestrclla>  and  Exilles^  should  be  restored 
to  Prance — that  tlie  Low  Countries  should  be 
given  to  the  elector  of  Bavaria;  and  that  Lislo 
and  Tournay  should  be  considered  as  the  equiva- 
lent  for  Duniviik.    Fiuallv.  his  Mokt  Chiistiai^ 
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majesty  engaged^  that  the  king  of  Spain  do  relin*  book  vi 
qviish  all  his  pretensions  to  Naples,  Sardinia,  and  ^^'^mi^ 
Milao^  in  favor  of  the  emperor.    Ou  the  other 
band^  a  counter-project  was  given  in  on  the  part' 
of  the  allies,  in  which  the  English  plenipotentia- 
ries insidiously,  and  in  contradiction  to  the  se- 
cret preliminaries,  joined  with  the  rest  of  the 
confederate  powers  in  demanding  the  restitution 
of  the  whole  Spanish  monarchy  to  the  house  of 
Austria  :  and  a  specific  answer  in  writing  was  in- 
sisted upon  from  the  French  ministers.    But  this 
the  martScfaal  d'Uzelles  refused,  and  proposed  to 
enter  into  verbal  conferences  upon  the  subject. 
Upon  this  difference,  the  negotiation  seemed  for 
many  weeks  at  a  stand :  and  lord  Strafford  and 
the  bishop  of  Bristol,  in  Uieir  dispatch  of  ^pril 
lb,  say    they  do  not  find  the  French  are  much 
convinced  of  tlie  necessity  of  dispatch ; — and ' 
when  any  thing  is  let  fall  of  breaking  off  the  con- 
ferences, they  seem  to  take  it  with  a  great  air  of 
indifference,  well  knowing  their  business  was  not 
to  be  done  at  Utrecht,  but  by  a  negotiation  car- 
ried on  directly  between  London  and  Versailles.'* 
The  Dutch  ministers,  as  we  are  told,  beginning 
to  resume  the  same  lai^age  which  they  had  « 
aforetime  held,  the  abbe  Poligiiac  disdainfully 
replied—''  Messieurs,  les  circonstancessont  chan- 
gees ;  il  faut  changer  Ic  tone ;  nous  traiterons  chez  ' 
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BOOK  VI.  \o\is,  des  vous^et  sans  vous*."  lu  the  course  of  tlic 
^1^1^  negotiation^  M.  Vanderdussen^  one  of  the  Dutch 
plenipotentiaries^  'urging  upon  M.  de  Polignac 
the  relea^ement  of  the  protestauts  confined  in  the 
galleys  aa  a  condition  of  the  peace>  that  ministery 
so  celebrated  for  his  wit  iiiid  address,  asked  whe- 
ther the  States  would«  at  the  request  of  France, 
■et  at  liberty  the  people  detained  in  tbeir  spinning* 
houses  and  rasp-houses  ?  To  which  the  Dutcli- 
man>  by  a  ready  and  happy  retort,  answered, 
**  Yes,  if  the  French  court  would  acknowledge 
those  malefactors  as  brethren." — ^About  this  pe* 
riod,  Mr.  Thomas  Harley,  a  near  relation  of  the 
treasurer,  and  the  abbe  Guaitier,  arrived  at 
Utrecht,  by  whom  a  plan  for  a  general  peace  was 
imparted  to  the  English  plenipotentiaries,  with- 
out the  least  ^communication  with  the  rest  of  the 
allies.  Only  the  Dutch  were  vehemently  urged, 
as  they  had  already  repeatedly  been,  to  come 
into  the  queen's  measures;  otherwise  she  would 
consider  herself  as  discharged  from  all  obligation 
towards  them."  The  States  at  length  thought 
proper  to  send  a  sofemn  deputation  to  the  earl  of 
^tratl'ord  (April  28),  to  know  authoritatively 
what  the  queen's  measures  were.  But  this  noble* 
man  declined  to  enter  into  particulars,  declaring 

*  Ou  Clo>,  vd.  L  p.  47. 
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MTertbeless^  tot  ibeir  satis&ction,    that  her  mi*  bookjvl 

jestv 's  intentions  were^  that  her  troops  should  act  i7t9. 
with  the  same  vigor  against  France  as  if  there 
were  no  negotiation  on  foot.''  And  this  declara- 
tion the  earl  repeated  the  same  evening  in  a  con- 
ference with  prince  Eugene  and  count  Zinoen- 
dorf. 

In  the  month  of  Aprils  the  confederate  anpaj  c^paign 
took  the  field  under  the  prince  of  Savoy^  whom 
their  high  mightinesses  had  appointed  captain 
general  of  their  forces.  The  duke  of  Ormonde 
arriving  at  the  Hague  nearly  at  the  same  time, 
gave  aU  possible  assurances  to  the  pensionary  of 
a  cordial  and  confidential  co-operation  with  the 
allies,  and  especially  the  Dutch.  On  the  subse- 
quent junction  of  the  armies,  a^  good  understand* 
ing  seemed  to  prevail  between  the  two  generals ; 
Md  about  the  middle  of  May,  4he  prince  pro- 
'  posing  to  pass  the  Scheldt  and  attack  the  French^ 
or,  if  they  appeared  too  strongly  posted,  to  invest 
the  town  of  Quesnoy,  it  was  assented  to  by  the 
duke  without  hesitation.  But  within  a  few  dayi 
after  this  movement  had  taken  place,  the  duke  of 
Ormond  received  positive  orders  from  Mr.  secie* 
tary  St.  John  to  avoid  engaging  in  any  siege  or 
hazarding  a  battle ;  and  desiring  him,  at  the  same 
time,  to  disguise  the  receipt  of  this  ordei^ add- 
ing, that  it  had  been  comniupicated  to  the  court 
of  France;  and  if  M.  ViUars  should  take  anj 

VOL.*II.  H  tt 
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•OC^^  private  notice  of  it,  the  duke  was  to  answer  ac- 
171S.  coidiDgly.  It  is  knpoasible  to  cooceiye  a  more 
difficult  or  ddieate  situation  than  that  into  which 
the  duke  of  Ormond  was  thrown  by  these  instruc- 
tions; and  bad  he  not  been  most  strongly  at- 
tached to  the  present  administration  and  their 
measures,  he  would  doubtless  have  instantly  re- 
signed a  oommand  which  he  could  no  longer  ex- 
ercise with  honor.  And,  indeed^  notwithstanding 
the  violence  of  his  party  seal,  his  own  noble  and 
ingenuous  nature  recoiled  from  the  execution  of 
the  infiunous  task  imposed  upon  him.  Though 
in  his  answer  to  Mr.  St.  John^  May  the  SBtb,  he 
promised  obedience  and  secresy,  he  declared  the 
difficulty  of  disguising  the  true  reason  of  his  co|i^ 
duct,  having  no  excuse  for  delays."  And  the  duke 
upon  receiving  a  letter  from  M.  Villars^  congra* 
tulating  Um  on  the  intelligence  which  had  just 
reached  him  from  Paris,  "  that  they  were  to  be 
BO  longer  oncmiei|^  sigmfted  to  die  marecbal  the 
orders  he  also  had  received  from  the  queen  of 
England. 

On  the  8th  of  June  the  duke,  having  been  in 

the  interval  strongly  pressed  to  co-opera?tc  act- 
ively with  the  allies,  stated  to  Mr.  St.  John 
^  the  extreme  uneasiness  of  his  situation.  Many 
of  the  allies  scrupled  not  openly  to  say,  they  were 
betrayed.  If  he  was  restraint  from  action,  ha 
saw  tto  use  iu  ieiuaiaing  in  his  present  situation. 
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ud  be  desired  leave  to  return  to  England.    But  book  vi. 
in  ail  things  he  professed  to  submit  to  her  ma-  i7i8. 
jestj'B  pleasure/' 

It  was  impossible  that  these  extraordinary  pro- 
ceedings abroad  should  pass  without  notice  or 
animadversion  at  home.  On  the  7th  June,  N.  S. 
the  baron  dc  HohendorC  on  the  part  of  the  court 
of  Vienna^  and  M.  Van  Borselen  on  that  of  the 
Hague,  held  conferences  with  the  lord  treasurer,  Duplkity 
who  gave  them^  as  his  manner  was,  very  fair  !uk  fJrJ^ 
words.  M.  Van  Borselen  complaining  of  the 
conduct  of  the  bishop  of  Bristol,  plenipotentiary 
at  Utrecht,  who  had  declared  her  mqestj  disen- 
gag:ed  froTii  all  alliances  and  engagements  with 
their  high  mightinesses,  the  lord  treashrer  said 

the  bishop  was  certainly  in  a  very  bad  humour 
when  he  talked  at  that  rate."  In  the  result,  or- 
ders were  dispatched  to  the  duke  of  Ormond  to 
concur  with  the  general  of  the  allies  in  a  siege. 

On  the  same  day  the  earl  of  Halifax  moved,  in  Mou'onof 
the  house  of  peers,  an  address  to  the  throne,  re-  hIiit^x  for 
questing  a  copy  of  the  orders  transmitted  to  the  fh?°order» 
duke  of  Ormond;  and  beseeching  that  he  might 
be  ordered  to  act  offensively  in  concert  with  the 
allies*    In  tlic  debate  w  liich  ensued,  the  lord  trea- 
surer being  urged,  declared  the  orders  moved  for 
not  proper  to  be  divulged;  that  he  would  how- 
ever venture  to  say,  that  if  the  duke  of  Ormond 
had  refosed  to  act  offensively  he  did  not  doubt 
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BOOK  VI  but  he  bad  followed  his  instructions ;  but  becouUl 
1722.  be  positive  he  would  not  decline  joining  tbe  alfies 
in  a  siege.  To  the  embarrassing  objection  of  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  that  a  siege  necessarily  im- 
plied the  eventual  risque  of  a  battle  in  case  an 
attempt  were  made  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to 
raise  it,  no  answer  was  given.  In  vindication^ 
however,  of  the  honour  of  the  ministry,  who  were 
suspected,  and  even  publicly  accused,  of  tbe  de- 
sign to  make  a  separate  peace^  the  lord  treasurer 
assured  the  house  that  nothiiig  of  that  nature 
was  ever  intended,  and  that  such  a  peace*  would 
be  so  base,  so  knavish,  and  so  villainous  a  thing, 
that  every  one  who  served  the  queen  knew  they 
must  answer  it  with  their  beads  to  tbe  nation/' 
The  question  being  at  length  put,  forty  peers 
voted  in  support  of  the  motion  of  lord  Halifax, 
*  and  sixty-eight  in  opposition  to  it,  upon  which  a 
most  animated  protest  was  signed  by  twenty- five 
peers,  declaring  ''the  order  of  restraint  under 
which  they  were  convinced  the  duke  of  Ormond 
lay,  to  be  derogatory  to  her  majesty's  honour,  to 
public  faith,  and  that  justice  which  is  due  to  ber 
allies."  This  protest  was  immediately  printed, 
and  circulated  on  the  continent  in  French  and 
pttier  languages,  to  the  great  chagrin  of  the  go- 
vernment, which  in  vain  offered  a  large  reward 
for  the  discovery  of  tht  printer  or  publisher. 
Ou  the  17th  Jun^,  N.  S.  the  queen  came  in 
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person  to  the  house  of  ppers^  and  stated  to  the  book  vl 
two  houses^  in  a  long  speech^  the  terms  on  which  ^^imT^ 
peace  might  he  made ;  for  such  was  the  caution 
of  the  lord  treasurer  that  he  was  deterniiued  to 
conclude  nothing  without  the  previous  sanction 
of  parliament.    An  address  of  thanks  and  appro- 
bation was  obtained  from  the  commons  without 
difficulty.    But  a  very  high  debate  took  place  in 
the  house  of  peers.    The  duke  of  Marlborough 
affirmed  that  the  measures  pursued  for  a  year  past 
were  directly  contrary  to  her  majesty's  engage- 
ments with  her  allies,  that  they  sullied  the  triumph, 
and  glories  of  her  reign^  and  would  render  the 
English  name  odious  to  all  nations.    The  earl  of 
Strafford  insinuating  in  his  reply  that  the  la|e 
commander  in  chief  had  maintained  a-secret  cor* 
respondence  iu  Holland,  which  had  much  embar- 
rassed the  measures  of  her  miyesty's  government, 
earl  Cowper  observed  that  "  it  could  never  be  sug- 
gested as  a  crime  in  the  meanest  subject,  much 
less  in  any  member  of  that  august  assembly,  to 
hold  correspondence  withour  allies^  whereas  it. 
would  be  a  bard  matter  to  justify  and  reeoneiley 
cither  with  our  laws  or  the  laws  of  honor  and  jus- 
tice>  the  conduct  of  some  persons  in  treating 
clandestinely  with  the  common  enemy."  The 
proposed  address  contained  an  assurance  "that 
the  house  did  entriely  rely  on  her  majesty's  wis- 
dom to  finish  the  great  and  good  work  of  peace.'* 
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yooK  VL  An  amendBieiit  was         that  tliese  words  wglii 

1713,  be  added,  "  aiid  io  order  to  that,  her  majestj 
would  take  such  measure?^  in  concert  with  ber 
allies,  as  might  induce  them  to  join  with  her  ma- 
jesty in  a  mutual  guarantee."  This  was  rejected 
on  a  diTision  by  eighty«one  voices  against  thirty«* 
six.  But  a  protest  equally  forcible  with  the  for- 
mer was  signed  b;  twenty*four  peers.  And  some 
of  the  expressions  contained  in  ibis  second  pro* 
test  were  so  offensive  to  the  majuritj,  that  it  was  a 
£bw  dajs  afterwards  mo?ed  and  carried  by  ninety 
.  voices  against  sixty-four^  the  largest  number  of 
peers  who  had  voted  upon  any  question  in  the 
present  reign,  that  the  protest  should  be  expunged 
from  the  journals  of  the  house.  But,  like  the 
former^  it  was  printed  and  published  in  detianee 
of  the  orders  and  menaces  of  the  house.  The 
session  of  parliament  terminated  on  the  2d  July^ 
N.SL.1718. 

Siege  of  Quesnoy  had  been  invested  on  the  8th  June 
preceding,  and  the  duke  of  Ormond  not  having 
yet  receited  bis  last  instructions,  was  with  di£« 
culty  prevailed  upon  to  funiish  sixteen  battalions 
of  troops^  in  the  joint  pay  of  England  and  Hol- 
land, to  join  the  besieging  army.  This  occasioned 
a  secret  expostulation  from  M.  V  iilars;  but  the 
duke  being  now  firee  to  act,  todt  a  proper  posi-*^ 
tion  to  cover  the  siege.    Viilars,  astonished  at  this 

cftoduct,,  wrote  to  the  duke  desiring  positive  info- 
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mat  ion  vrkeiher  the  arurij  under  his  com  maud  book  yi 
would  oppose  any  aUempt  which  the  king's  forces  "^nZ^ 
would  eertetnly  make  upon  prince  Eug^enc's  if 
he  contioued  tlie  aiege»  adding^  that     the  kiagj 
while  he  sees  prince  Eugene  undertaking  a  ti^^ 
and  knows  the  army  under  his  grace  ought  not  , 
to  act  directtj  or  indirectly  against  his^,  would  be 
¥ery  mneh  displeased  wiA  him  if  he  shonld  con-» 
tinue  inactive." 

The  answer  of  the  duke  to  the  nuor^chal  wad 
certainly  not  such  as  he  had  reason  to  expect;  for 
Quesnoy  remained  closely  invested^  and  the  duke 
still  continued  to  cover  the  siege.  So  that  bedi 
the  French  and  the  allied  armies  mighty  on  very 
just  and  espial  grounds»  complain  ef  the  tmnthegf 
of  the  English  conncils.  Such  was  the  necessary 
and  inevitahle  result  of  the  intricate,  indecisive>  « 
ud  inconsistent  system  adopted  by  a  weck>  art-i 
fu\,  and  prevaricating  statesman,  for  in  that  light 
did  the  earl  of  Oxford  iiow  begin  to  appear  to  all 
inteiHgentand  impartial  persons. 

Upon  tlie  18th  June^  i.  e.  on  the  day  succeed- 
ing that  wherein  the  queen  made  her  declaraties 
concerning  the  terms  ol  peace  to  the  two  houses,  ' 
Mr.  St.  John  wrote  to  the  duke  informing  hini. 

that  the  queen  insists  on  the  execution  of  tfie  ar» 
tide  relating  to  Spain,  and  on  the  delivery  of  Dun- 
kirk, as  points  without  which  she  will  net  declare 
for  a  cessation  of  arms  in  the  Netherhmda;  but  if 
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,SOOK  VI.  these  conditions  are  accepted,  and  sent  si^ed 
'  I7ia.  bj  the  marquis  de  Torcj  to  your  grace^  and  Dun* 
kirk  put  into  jour  poMessioti,  you  are  publicly  to 
own  that  you  can  act  no  longer  against  the 
French. "  The  duke  having  received  a  copy  of 
tte  articles  fi-om  M .  de  Torcy  accordingly,  he,  on 
tlie  25th  June,  \isited  prince  Eugene  and  the 
deputies  of  the  States  as  he  had  previously  con* 
certed  with  marechal  Villars.  In  this  conference 
he  stated  to  the  imperial  general  that  the  French 
king  having  acceded  to  the  demands  of  die  queen, 
and  among  others  the  giving  up  Dunkirk  as  a 
pledge^  he  could  no  longer  cover  the  siege  of 
Quesnoy :  being  obliged  by  his  instructions  to 
march  with  the  queen's  troops  and  those  in  her 
MiCet-  pay,  and  to  declare  a  cessation  of  arms  as  soon  as 
Anna.  Dunkirk  was  delivered  up/*  This  fatal  intelli-. 
•  gence  was  received  by  the  prince  and  the  deputies 
with  indescribable  indignation.  His  highness 
told  the  English  general  that  the  secession  of  the 
English  troops  and  forces  in  British  pay  would  . 
leave  tliem  to  the  mercy  of  the  French :  but  that 
be  was  sure  the  foreigners  would  not  march.  He 
expostulated  vritb  him  on  the  unparalleled  base^ 
ness  of  this  violation  of  national  faith  and  honor, 
and  the  danger  and  ruin  which  might  ensue  upon 
this  desertion.  The  duke  was  immoveable.  'And 
finding,  on  his  subsequent  communications  with 

tile  genemb  of  the  foreign  troops  in  British  pay, 

/ 


Diyiiized  by  Google 


ANKB.  473 

that  thej  would  obey  no  orders  incompatible  with  ^^^JJ^^ 
the  safety  of  the  confederate  army,  and  the  conn  ma. 
mon  interests  of  the  allies,  he  8cnt  to  M.  Villars 
to  apprize  him  of  the  same.  Such  indeed  was  the 
odium  attached  to  the  conduct  of  the  English  go* 
necal,  that  M.  Villars  having  at  tliis  period  caused 
seToral  bridges  to  be  thrown  over  the  Senset,  a  uni« 
▼ersal  surmise  prevailed  that  be  waited  only  till  the 
duke  of  Ormond  marched  olT,  an  event  concern- 
ing which  it  was  presumed  he  would  receive  very 
correct  notice,  in  order  to  attack  the  confisderato 
army>  and  orders  were  issued  to  general  ilotu- 
pescb,  governor  of  Douay,  and  to  other  neigh- 
bouring garrisons,  that  the  English  troops  de- 
signed for  Dunkirk  should  not  be  permitted  to 
enter  their  gates. 

An  ultimate  attempt  having  been  made  on  the 
part  of  the  English  general  to  dissuade  the  prince 
from  prosecuting  the  siege  of  Quesnoy,  to  which 
bis  highness  replied^  that  instead  of  relinquish- 
ing  the  siege  he  would  cause  it  to  be  prosecuted 
with  all  imaginable  vigor/'  all  correspondence 
ceased  between  them.  And  the  prince,  knowing 
the  constant  and  amicable  intercourse  kept  up  be- 
tween the  British  and  French  cbmnianders,  made 
no  scruple  to  declare  that  he  shoiild  be  glad  if 
the  English  would  march  oiX;  they  being  now 
only  a  burden  to  the  Netherlands." 

On  the  88tb  June  the  duke  of  Ormond  ordered 
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900K  VI.  the  BciiiA  ftrces  and  the  troops  in  Britkli  paf 
I71S.  to  hold  tbemselVes  in  readinew  to  mftrck.  The 
answer  firom  the  foreign  generals  inporled  tini 
they  could  not  separate  from  prince  Eugene  with- 
out expfeis  orders  from  their  respective  princes: 
the  hereditary  priace  of  Hesse  Cassel,  afterwards 
king  of  Sweden^  adding^  in  the  spirit  of  heroisoi, 
that  the  HessiaDs  desired  nothing  aMwe  aagerly 
•  than  to  march^  provided  it  were  to  fight  the 
French."  On  the  4th  July  Quesnoy  surrendered, 
the  garrison  consisting  of  near  three  thonsaad 
men  being  made  prisoners  of  war.  Upon  the  suc« 
eeeding  day  the  duke  of  Ormond  received  an  ex- 
press frcni  Mr.  St.  John^  ordering  him  for  the  se* 
cond  time  to  declare  the  suspension  of  arnM  in 
ease  he  should  be  informed  from  M.  de  Torey 
.  tfiat  orders  had  been  dispatched  for  the  surrender 
of  Dunkirk,  thai  eyent  having  been  retarded  by 
Ae  refraetory  conduct  of  the  foreign  auxiliaries. 
But  though  the  court  of  London  was  compelled, 
to  acknowledge  her  inability  to  make  good  the 
conditions  on  which  Dunkirk  was  to  be  ddivcfcd 
lip,  the  king  of  France  hesitated  not  to  give  or- 
ders for  the  surrender  of  that  important  plac^ 
which  was  taken  possession  of  by  a  detachment 
of  troops  from  England,  under  the  command  of 
general  Hill,  on  the  17th  July.  Upon  the  same 
day  the  duke  of  Ormond,  having  previously  re- 
ceived the  required  satis&ction  respecting  thia 
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preliiniiiary  article,  caueed  the  cessatioa  of  arms  book  vl 
to  be  prodainied  by  mmd  of  trumpet,  the  same  ^msT^ 
being  also  done  by  mar^'chal  Villars  on  the  part 
of  France.   On  the  ISth  July  the  British  forces, 
though  permitted,  and  CTen  invited  by  the  mar^ 
chal^  to  pass  through  the  French  territories,  began 
their  march  to  Ghent,  of  which  they  took  posses- 
sion, as  also  of  Bruges,  on  the  23d,  after  being 
refused  entrance  into  every  fortihed  town  on  their 
route,  and  in  a  short  time  they  embarked  forBHtUi 
Englaod:  the  duke  being  liigiiiy  applauded  by  hlr'^l!^ 
the  ministry  for  Jiis  conduct  in  the  whole  of  this  ^''^^^ 
critical  business^  which  was  attended  with  such 
circumstances  of  ignominy  that  the  violence  of 
fcction  only  could  have  made  it  nppear  for  a  mo- 
ment defensible  to  any  man  actuated  by  the  least 
regard  for  his  own  honour,  or  that  ef  his  country. 

During  these  transactions,  the  bisbop  of  Bris- 
tol, conformably  to  his  instructions,  had  proposed 
in  a  conference  with  the  ministers  of  the  allied 
courts  at  Utrecht  (J  rue  27 ),  to  concur  in  the  sus- 
pensicm  of  arms  agreed  upon  between  England 
and  Fraaee,  in-order  to  adjust  the  demands  of  all  . 
the  confederates :  but  he  found  theui  unauiuious 
in  their  answers  that  the  thing  required  of  them 
exceeded  their  powers,  and  that  they  must  wait 
for  fresh  orders  from  their  principals.  On  the 
other  hand  count  Zinsendorf,  first  imperial  pleni- 
potentiary at  the  congress  of  Utrecht^  presented. 
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POOK^.  June  28,  a  remarkable  memorial  to  the  Statef^ 
1712.  in  which  he  Mumadverted  with  great  severity 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  court  of  London  ,  and  in- 
•Uted  strouglj  on  the  danger  that  would  result  to 
the  common  cause  from  a  cessation  of  arms^  and 
containing  new  propositions  for  the  vigorous  pro- 
secution of  the  war,  with  a  view  to  compass  the 
recovery  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  to  the  house 
of  Austiia^  and  to  accomplish  the  other  purposes 
of  the  grand  alliance. 
jN^wMof    In  the  midst  of  the  rejoicings  for  the  taking;  of 
^^um^^^  Qaesaoy,  the  earl  of  Strafford^  who  had  been  for 
some  weeks  absent  in  England,  returned  to  the 
Hague,  and  upon  being  informed  of  the  cause^ 
he  said,    they  made  a  great  nojso  for  a  paltry 
town."   The  /earl  then,  at  a  solemn  deputation 
of  the  States,  now  somewhat  elated  by  recent  suc- 
cess, exerted  his  last  and  utmost  efforts  to  engage 
their  high  mightinesses  to  accede  to  Xhe  proposal 
of  England  for  a  suspension  of  arms.    But  the 
mimsters  of  the  emperor  signified  to  the  States, 
"  that  if  they  agreed  to  such  proposal^  prince 
Eugene  had  orders  immediately  to  march  off  with 
all  the  emperor's  forces  into  the  empire,  and  leave 
the  Dutch  to  the  mercy  both  of  their  old  and  new 
enemies/' 

After  long  debate  and  deliberation,  their  high 
mightinesses  came  to  a  resolution,  July  9th,  N.  S^ 
that  they  were  entirely  disposed  to  pot  an  end  to*. 

V 

V  . 
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fhis  bloody  and  expensive  war  by  a  good  peace ;  book  vt 
that  ia  order  to  this  they  were  ready  to  listen  to    ijis.  , 
such  proposals  as  France  should  be  willing  to 
make  in  writing  in  answer  to  the  specific  de- 
mands of  the  allies:  that  if  the  same  were  just  i 
and  reasonable^  in  such  a  case  their  high  mighti* 
iiesses  would  readily  cooseat  to  a  general  peac^ 
but  that  they  would  never  depart  from  their  en- 
gagements with  their  allies,  without  whose  con- 
sent they  could  not  agree  to  a  cessation  of  arma," 
Upon  which  the  earl  of  Strafford  left  the  Hague 
in  great  wrath,  and  repaired  to  the  army  of  the 
duke  of  Ormond>  then  encamped  at  Chateau 
Cambresis. 

Whatever  might  be  the  determination  of  the 
States^  that  of  England  was  fixed  and  unalterable. 

We  have  passed  the  Rubicon,"  says  Mr.  St. 
John  in  his  correspondence  with  lord  Strafibrd, 

and  must  triumph  or  sink/'  And  there  was 
but  too  much  truth  in  his  declaration  to  M.  de 
Torcy,  "  that  the  queen  had  taken  steps  beyond 
ordinary  rules."  All  the  great  and  acknowledged 
talents  of  the  secretary  were  found,  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  negotiation,  utterly  insufficient  to 
counterbalance  the  immense  advantage  resulting 
to  France  from  a  measure  so  flagrantly  impolitic 
and  unjustifiable  as  that  of  a  suspension  of  arms. 
There  is  good  reasou  to  believe  that  this  strange 
«nd  fiital  measure  originated  with  the  queen  her* 
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BOOK  vt  self,  who,  with  tbe  prc?ioiis  approlwtiM  of  lord 
1712.  Oxfoid  only,  declared  tier  resolotton  to  that  effect 
'  I'n  council :  and  the  secretary  infornis  us  that  he 
had  no  opportunity  of  speaking  to  the  queen  after 
be  received  the  order  and  before  it  was  announ- 
ced*. By  this  singular  act  of  perfidy  the  minis- 
ters of  the  crown  incurred^  douhdess,  a  most 
serious  responsibility;  and  the  imputation  of 
tieachery,  which  the  lapse  of  almost  a  century  has 
only  contributed  to  confirm  and  establish^,  ap- 
pears to  have  bung  heavy  on  the  naturally  frank 
and  iagenmns  mind  of  Mr.  St.  John,  who  was 
well  aware  that  tiie  compassionate  disposit  on 
and  contracted  understanding  of  the  queen  ex- 
tended no  fiuiher  than  to  her  personal  Tindica- 
iion.  That  celebrated  statesman  and  Nvriter 
pleads  in  justification,  or  palliation  at  least,  of 
this  irreparable  and  criminal  step,  the  treaty  con- 
cluded by  the  emperor  with  France  for  the  eva- 
cuation of  Lombardy»  and  the  subsequent  expe- 
dition to  Naples,  as  similar  violations  of  the  public 
faith.  But  the  common  sense  of  mankind  will 
not  endure  that  a  too  partial  bias  to  particular  or 
occasional  interests  should  be  ranked  as  equal 

*  Letten  on  Histoiy,  vol.  ii.  p.  134. 
I  It  is  nid  that  Mr.  St.  John  rising  to  speak  was  inunediste^ 
fenced  by  the  queen,  who  held  up  her  fan  to  her  month,  as 

her  custom  was  when  she  meant  to  preclude  all  dehatc. — Vide 
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culpability  with  the  total  abandonment  of  all  en-  Booicn. 
gagemeoU.   The  peuetratiog  genius  of  Mr.  St.  i7ia. 
Jdhn  saw^  but  was  uoable  to  remedy,  the  perni- 
cious effects  resultiug  frooi  Oxford's  daik  and  nar- 
row policy.      From  the  deatk  of  the  empcaror 
Joseph/'  says  li€>     it  was  neither  our  interest^ 
nor  the  common  iaterest  well  understood,  to  set 
the  crown  of  Spain  on  the  presentemperor's  head. 
As  soon  therefore  as  Philip  had  made  his  option-— 
wd  if  Greot  Britain  had  taken  this  resolution 
early,  his  option  would  have  been  sooner  niade-^ 
I  presume  that  the  queen  might  have  declared 
that  she  would  not  continue  the  war  an  honr 
longer  to  procure  Spain  for  his  imperial  ma- 
jesty ; — that  the  engagements  she  had  lahen 
whdstU  was  mrchduke  bound  her  no  nMle;~ 
that  by  his  accession  to  the  empire^  the  very  na- 
ture of  them  was  altered ; — that  she  took  effectual 
measures  to  prerent  in  any  future  time  an  union 
of  tlie  crowns  of  France  and  Spain;  and  upon 
the  same  principle  would  not  .consent^  much  kss 
fight,  to  bring  about  an  immediate  union  of  the 
imperial  and  Spanish  crowns; — that  they  who 
insisted  to  protnet  the  war  intended  this  union;—* 
that  they  could  intend  nothing  else,  since  they 
ventured  to  break  with  her  rather  than  to  treat; 
and  were  so  eager  to  put  the  reasonable  satisfac- 
tion that  they  might  have  in  every  other  case., 
without  hanard,  on  the  uncertain  events  of  war;-^ 
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BOOK  Vt, that  she  would  noi  be  imposed  on  any  lon£:<*rifl 
171a.  ibis  maaner>  aad  that  she  had  ordered  her  miiiu^ 
ters  to  sign  her  treaty  with  France  on  the  Mir- 
rendcr  of  Dunkirk  into  her  hands; — that  she  pre- 
tended not  to  prescribe  to  her  allies,  but  that  she 
liad  insisted  in  their  behalf  on  certain  conditions 
that  France  was  obUged  to  grant  to  those  of  them 
who  should  sign  their  treaties  at  the  same  time  as 
she  did  ;  or  who  should  consent  to  an  immediate 
cessation  of  arms,  and,  during  the  cessation^  treat 
imder  her  mediation*    There  had  been  more 
firankness  and  more  dignity  in  this  proceedings 
and  the  eflbct  must  have  been  more  adTantageous* 
France  would  have  granted  more  for  a  separate 
peace  than  for  a  ces^tion ;  and  the  Dutch  would 
have  been  more  influenced  by  the  prospeet  of  one 
than  the  other.    A  suspension  of  arms  was  not 
definitive;  and  they  might  and  tliey  did  hope  to 
drag  her  back  under  their  and  tbeGerman  yoke*.'* 

This  is  unquestiooabiy  the  language  of  a  great 
statesman,  but  the  earl  of  Oxford  was  a  politician 
of  quite  another  class. 

A  short  time  previous  to  the  17th  July,  the 
memorable  day  on  which  the  infiunous  suspension 
of  arms  took  place,  prince  Eugene  decamped 
from  Haspre  with  all  the  allied  forces,  excepting 
Ihe  British ;  for  even  the  auxiliaries  in  British 

*  Letters  on  History,  vol.  iL  p. 
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p^y,  k  /ew  squadron!  of  the  troops  of  Holstein  book  vi. 
Gottorp  excepted,  imiiimeusly  refused  making  ^isT^ 
themselves  parties  in  this  act  of  perfidy ^  Almost 
at  the  nftomeiit  of  proclaiming  the  suspenrion^  the 
prince,  as  it  were  in  bravado,  caused  the  strong 
and  important  fortress  of  Landreci  to  be  invested;  investment 
and  it  was  detennined^  in  a  coiincil  of  war,  that^  diecu 
notvvithstandii^  the  defection  of  the  English,  no- 
thing should  be  omitted  to  carry  on  the  opera- 
tions of  the  campaign  with  such  vigor  as  to  em 
able  the  allied  army  to  take  winter  quarters  in 
Picardy.  Landreci  was  regarded  as  a  place  of 
so  much  importance  that  the  siege  of  it  excited, 
even  in  Paris,  great  agitation  and  alarm;  and 
Louis  declared  to  the  duke  of  Harcourti  that  in 
case  of  any  fresh  disaster  he  would  convene  all 
the  nobility  of  his  kingdom,  and  though  now  se» 
Tenty^fomr  years  of  age,  would  lead  them  on  in 
person  to  the  enemy,  and,  if  unable  to  save  the 
kingdom,  to  perish  at  theirhead*.  But  France 
was  saved  when  the  duke  of  Marlborough  was 
disgraced;  and  the  history  of  this  campaign,  sub<* 
Sequent  to  the  separation  of  the  British  forces,  is 
the  recital  of  a  continued  scries  of  losses  and  dis- 
asters. Marechal  ViUars,  on  the  24th  July,  pass- 
ing the  Scheld  with  great  secr^sy  and  dispatch, 
fell  suddenly,  with  a  far  superior  force,  on  a  se- 

*  Voltaiie,  Histoire  Generale,  vol.  Ti. 
▼OL.  II.  I  I 
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BOOK  VI.  parate  corps  of  the  allied  army  posted  at  Denaiff# 
^■^i^^  and  commanded  by  the  earl  of  Albemarle,  whom 
Defeat  of  be  totallv  defeated  in  sight  of  prince  Eugene, 

the  Allies  i    ,       T  •  i         i   i        i  • 

aiDenain.  who  >vas  prcventecJ,  by  Ine  acciaoiital  breakmsj 
down  of  the  bridge  thrown  over  the  Scheldt  iVom 
affording  hini  the  least  succour.  No  less  than 
seventeen  entire  battalions  were  either  killed  or 
captured  on  this  occasion ;  and  a  convoy  of  500 
waggons,  destined  for  the  camp  before  Landreci, 
fell  iiUo  the  hands  of  the  enewj. 

The  communication  between  the  allied  armj 
and  the  grand  depot  of  ammunition  and  niiliiary 
.stores  at  Marchiennes,  on  the  Scarpe,  being  now 
Capture  of  Completely  cnt  off^  the  French  general  immedi- 
aei.        ately  invested  that  important  post,  which  was 
.well  fortified^  encompassed  with  morasses  and 
canals,  and  defended  by  a  garrison  of  more  than 
five  thousand  men.    Yet,  to  the  astonishment  of 
tlie  world,  this  place  surrendered  in  less  than  a 
weokj  the  garrison  being  made  prisoners  of  war. 
In  consequence  of  this  unexpected  capture,  the 
allied  army  experienced  the  most  distressing  em- 
barrassments, the  siege  ui  Laudrcci  was  raised, 
and  the  French  acquired  a  decided  superiority 
in  the  field. 

The  king  of  France  was,  not  without  reasongi 
extremely  elevated  at  the  news  of  this  success : 

and  he  wrote  upon  the  occasion  a  letter  to  the 
archbishop  of  Paris,  commanding  Te  Dcum  to  be 
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Bdkng  in  the  cathedral  of  Notre  Dame.      The  book  vl 

steps  I  have  taken,"  sajs  this  great  monarch,  "  to  17x2. 
effect  a  general  peace^  and  the  suspension  which  I 
have  agreed  on  with  the  queen  of  England,  have 
not  availed  to  determine  the  other  allies  to  enter 
into  the  same  sentiments.  On  the  contrary,  they 
formed  a  design  to  push  on  their  conquests  and  ' 
besiege  Landreci.  The  importance  of  that  place^ 
the  taking  of  which  would  have  opened  to  the 
enemy  an  entrance  into  my  kingdom,  determined 
me  to  give  my  orders  to  the  marechals  de  Villars 
and  Montesquieu  to  attack  and  fight  the  enemy> 
and  oblige  them  to  raise  the  siege/* 

After  recounting  the  particulars  of  the  suc- 
cesses obtained  by  the  French  over  the  allies,  he 
mentions  that  the  latter  have  been  forced  to 
raise  the  siege  of  Landreci,  and  to  retire  towards 
Mons.  As  such  an  event  is  a  visible  mark  of  the 
protection  of  God>  who  knows  the  rectitude  of 
my  intentions,  I  hold  myself  obliged  to  render  to 
him  most  humble  acts  of  thanksgiving." 

No  sooner  had  Marchiennes  fallen,  than  Vil* 
lars,  ever  active  and  indefatigable,  proceeded  to 
the  investment  of  the  city  of  Douay.  This  im-Siegeof 
portant  place  not  being  supposed  in  danger  was 
but  weakly  garrisoned,  yet  did  general  Hompesch, 
the  governor,  make  so  vigorous  a  defence,  that 
Douay  held  out  till  the  8th  September,  when  the 
garrison  was  compelled  to  surrender  prisoners  of 

i]2 
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BOOK  VT.  ^m.    Prince  Eugene  had  advanced  verj  near  to  . 
the  French  entrenchments  with  a  view  to  hazard 

a  battle  for  the  relief  of  the  place^  but  the  Dutch 
field  deputies  would  not  be  persuaded  to  incur  so 
gn  at  a  risque  in  so  critical  a  juncture  ;  and  the 
prince  had  the  mortiiicatiuu  of  witoessiug  ilic  loss 
of  Douay.   Scarcely  was  the  city  of  Lisle  itself 
believed  to  be  now  perfect Ij  iu  safetj  ;  but  the 
next  object  of  marechai  Y illars  soon  appeared  lo 
be  the  town  of  Quesnoy,  recently  captured  by  the 
Quesnoy    alHcs.    Thls  placc  made  a  defence  no  less  rose- 
b^"^'"^  lute  than  Douay ;  and  it  was  not  tUl  the  14th 
French}     Odobt  r  that  it  submitted  to  a  capitulation  ;  the 
garrison^  as  in  the  former  instances^  being  made 
prisoners  of  war.    But  in  Quesnoy  the  victors 
found  a  train  of  one  hundred  and  sixteen  pieces 
of  heavy  cannon^  with  a  vast  quantity  of  ammn- 
nition  and  provisions.  Even  previous  to  the  sur- 
render of  Quesnoy,  the  trenches  were  opened  be- 
fore Bouchain,  the  sole  acquisition  of  the  last 
and  also    campai^^u ;  and  this  place  also  capitulated  after 
Bouchaine.  ^  jj^f^m-g  ^ery  ill  proportioned  to  its.  reputed 
strength,  upon  the  same  terms  with  Quesnoy. 
These  p:arrisons  completed  the  number  of  forty 
battalions  killed  or  made  prisoners  by  the  French 
since  the  unfortunate  affair  of  Denain.    The  sur* 
prisal  of  Fort  Knocque^  situated  on  the  canal  of 
'Ypres^  was  the  only  compensation  for  all  these 
losses;  so  that  the  triumph  of  Yillars  was  cum- 
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plcte,  and  the  allies  were  overwhelmed  with  shame  book  vl 
and  consternation.  •  '^^12!^ 

Dariiij^  this  summer  the  war  on  the  Rhine  ap- 
pears to  have  su tiered  a  total  suspension ;  and  the 
campaign  in  Italy  termiaated  to  the  advantage  of 
the  Freneh,  who,  under  the  able  conduct  of  the 
duke  of  Berwick,  desceudiiig  through  the  passes 
of  IsBoire,  Argentera,  and  Dei  Agnelio,  into  the 
valleys  of  Piedmont,  captured  the  fortress  of  De- 
mout,  and  laid  a  considerable  extent  of  countrjr 
uttder  cootribution. 

Various  obstacles  arising  to  the  conclusion  of 
the  treaty  so  earnestly  and  impatiently  sought  by 
the  British  court,  Mr.  secretary  St.  John,  now 
created  lord  viscount  Boliugbroke,  was  dispatched  i.ord  no- 
in  person  early  in  the  month  of  August  to  thell^o^M 
court  of  Versailles,  in  order  to  obviate  all  the  re-^*™* 
maining  difficulties.     lie  was  received  by  the 
French  monarch  with  all  imaginable  marls  of 
distinction  ;  and  in  a  short  time  the  object  of  his 
mission  being  in  great  part  efiected>  a  cessation 
of  arms  by  sea  and  land  for  the  space  of  four 
months  was  agreed  upon.    In  the  mean  time  the' 
negotiations  at  Utrecht  proceeded  slowly  and  hea- 
vily.   The  carl  of  Strafford,  in  his  letter  of  the 
ItHb  of  September,  represeats  the  States  ''as 
mightily  sunk  with  their  misfortunes,  and  not  . 
knowing  \vcil  what  measures  to  take;  but  that 
t\key  insisted  upop  Xoiiriiay  as  so  essential  to  their 
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BOOK  VI.  barrier,  that  they  had  actually  none  without  it 
""^"^^  In  answer,  lord  Bolingbroke  owned«  that  the 
king^  of  France  was  now  encouraged  to  refuse 
wliat  lie  at  first  only  endeavoured  to  save:  ia 
short,  that  France  had  now  gathered  strength  by 
our  divisions,  and  was  grown  sanguine  enough 
to  make  that  plan  the  ultunatum  of  her  conces- 
sions, which  was  at  first  nothing  more  than  the 
ultimatum  of  her  oSers:  but  that  the  Dutch  had 
nobody  to  blame  for  all  this  but  tbemseWes."  At 
length  their  high  mightinesses,  descending  iroui 
that  loftiness  they  could  no  longer  support,  de- 
clared October  the  9tli,     that^  for  the  good  of 

conce«-    peace,  the  States  were  willing  to  yield  Lisle  to 

sioiisonthe  *  %     j»  %    •  • 

partof  tha  France,  and  to  recede  from  their  pretensions  to 
have  Douay,Valencicnnes,  and  Maubeuge,  wliich 
they  had  hitherto  insisted  upon:  provided  Conii 
and  Tournay  were  included  in  their  barrier,  the 
tariffs  of  1664  restored,  and  that  Sicily  be  yielded 
to  the  emperor,  and  Strasburgh  to  the  empire." 
This  was  a  proposition  which  the  English  court 
acknowledged  to  be  entitled  to  regard  and  con- 
sideration ;  but  new  obstacles  every  day  pre- 
sented themselves — ^the  French  appearing  mors 
and  more  sensible  of  the  superiority  they  had  ^^o 
strangely  acquired,  and  indignant  at  the  conces- 
sions they  Ited  been  induced  to  make  ;  insomuch 
that  lord  Bolinp;broke  complained,  in  his  dis- 
patches to  Mr.  Prior,  of    the  perpetual  cavils 
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•nd  chicauerics  of  the  French,  who,  he  affirmed,  book  vl 
haJ  neither  acted  firmlf-  nor  wisely."-  And  in  ^^rS^ 
another  letter  he  sa^*?,  "  the  Freocb  want  to 
bubble  us  out  of  the  advantages  which  thev  had 
aolemnl y  yielded and  he  exclaims,  *'  By  hea- 
ven 1  they  treat  like  pedlar^,  or,  which  is  worse, 
like  attorneys!"   The  negotiation,  nevertheless, 
gradually  proceeded.    And  justice  demands  the 
acknowledgment,  that  M.  de  Torcy,  notwith- 
standingthe  occasional  dissatisfaction  of  lord  Bo- 
lingbroke.  acted  ii|)on  tbe  whole  as  k  man  of  h6- 
nor  as  well  as  capacity.    But  from  the  fatal  mo- 
ment that  the  order  for  the  armistice  in  Flanders 
was  signed,  the  bond  of  union  between  England 
and  her  allies  was  dissolved ;  and  France,  to  her 
own  astoniflfament  and  the  indignation  of  Europe, 
at  once,  as  by  a  sort  of  miracle,  recovered  her  po- 
litical and  milttarv  ascendencv. 

In  October,  lord  I^xin?rton  was  appointed  to lordLcx. 
go  a>  ambassador  to  Spain ;  and  the  renunciation  e^^^ 
of  kii^  Philip  being  drawn  up  in  form,  his  m»-^****^ 
jcsty  signed  it  No\ ember  the  tifth,  and  sw  ore  upon 
the  holy  Evangelists  to  obserre  it,  in  pmence  of 
the  council  of  state  and  of  tbe  chief  nolrility ; 
after  which,  tiie  cortez  of  Spain  being  summoned 
to  meet  at  Madrid,  the  king  went  in  stacte  to  that 
a«««embh .  and  declared  to  them,     that  the  efforts 
w  hu  h  the  nation  had  made  with  so  much  zeal 
and  lidelity  to  secure  his  crown  in  two  perilous 
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BOOKVi.  emergencies  were  of  such  a  nature  as  never  to  bf 
171S.  forgotten.   In  order>  therefore^  to  shew  his  gra* 
FhilipV.  titude,  to  procure  peace  for  his  people,  and  to  he 
thTsll^n-  uev^r  separated  firom  iiiem,  be  renounced  all  pre-i 
f  nmcl    tensions  whieh  either  himself  or  his  issue  might 
have  to  the  crown  of  France  ;  and  desired  them 
to  give  their  consent  tp  it."  Upon  this^  the  cor-i 
tez  confirmed  and  approved  the  renunciation ; 
and  the  crown  of  Spain^  after  king  Philip's  pos- 
terity, was  limited  tp  the  house  of  Savoy.  The 
like  renunciation  was  made  some  months  after  hy 
the  princes  of  FriMice  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  and 
king  Philip  was  declared  incapable  of  succeeding 
to  the  crown  of  France.    This  was  the  more  ne-r 
•  cessaiy,  as  the  death  of  the  dauphin  of  France, 
father  of  the  king  of  Spain,  had  been  quickly  fol- 
lowed b  v  that  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy^  February 
1712,  and  ip  a  few  days  afterwards  by  the  eldest 
son  of  the  duke ;  so  that  the  youncrer  of  his  two 
childrep,  an  in&nt  scarcely  two  years  of  age,  wa^ 
the  only  intervening  impediment  to  the  hereditary 
claim  of  tb^  Catholic  king  to  the  Gallic  crown. 
By  these  unexpected  deaths,  thus  following  each 
other  in  rapid  and  alarming  succession^  the  court 
of  Versailles  was  filled  with  mouruiug  and  con* 
stemation. 

In  November  a  further  suspension  of  arms  was 
agreed  upon  for  four  months,  to  which  Portugal 
{(cceded :  and  the  British  forces  in  that  kingdon^ 
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mete  ininiedialely  leemlled-t-aB  <hey  bad  already 

|)eeu  iVoni  Catalouia^  iu  defiance  of  the  utmost  re-  I7i2, 
^entmei^  of  ibe  emperor;^  ai|d  to  the-  astonisb* 
liient  of  the  poor  Cctalaos,  who  now  law  them^ 
reives  abandoned  by  their  preteudc;^  protect* 
ors,  and  delivered  up  to  tbe  mercy/  or«  more 
properly  to  .the  vengeance^  of  their  off9i|de4 
sovereign* 

At  this  period  the  duke  of  Hamilton^  lo  long 
noted  for  his  attachment^,  or  pretended  attach- 
^lent^  to  tbe  Stuart  family^  wbote  interests  be 
would  probably  have  been  willing  to  promote  at 
9iky  risque  to  bis  country^  though  with  none  to 
himself^  was  appointed  ambassador  extraordinary 
to  the  court  of  France  ;  but  being  at  the  eve  of 
bis  expected  departure  killed  in  a  duel  with  lord 
Mobun^  who  himself  also  fell  in  the  bloody 
contest^  he  w  as  succeeded  by  the  duke  of  Duke  of 
^brewsbury^  a  nobleman  equal  in  d^nity  of^TZn!^ 
rank,  and  far  superior  in  reputation  and  cha-  F^cfT 
rapter  *. 

*  f  Lecaractere  son  esprit,''  says  M.  deTorcy,  in  speak- 
ing of  this  distinguished  nobleman,  "  et  de  son  experience  dans 
"  Jes  aflTaires,  doiinoifnt  un  juste  lieu  de  croire  qu'il  rtussiroiL 
*'  Un  peu  trop  de  timiditc  ctoit  le  seul  dcfaut  qu*OD  lui  re- 
'prochoit.  II  auroit  €t€  ^  souhaiter  qu*il  eat  ea  meilleure 
opinion  de  Ini-mtoe,  et  tette  qiteoeaxqni  le  connoiiBoleiit 
f  svoient  et  deyoient  avoir  de  ion  ni6rite  et  de  set  tdens.*' 

Mem.  ^Tmy,  yoL  iii;  p.  264. 
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BooKvr.    At  the  end  of  the  autumn^  the  duke  of  Marl** 

1713.  boroiigl),  woary  probably  of  politics,  and  the 
gy^f  »f  object  of  incessaut  calumny  and  persecution, 
roufrh  de.  embarked  for  the  contineiK,  and  proceeded  by 

p:ircs  f(.r  .  . 

Uiccoiui-  waj  of  Antwerp  and  Aix-la-Chapelle,  accompa- 
nied by  his  duchess^  to  Tisit  his  principality  of 
Mtndelheim^  being  every  where  reeeired  with  the 
highest  honours.    This  was  regarded  as  a  sort  of 
compromise  with  the  ministry^  for  on  his  de- 
parture from  Enc:lan(V,  tbc  prosecutions  instituted 
ag;ainst  him  as  a  public  defaulter  and  delinquent, 
were  stayed  by  tbc  qneen's  order,  as  was  also  a 
suit  at  law  commei^ced  a^aiust  biui  for  arrears 
due  to  the  builders  of  Blenheimrhouse,  the  con- 
tracts for  which  bad  been  made  in  the  queen's 
imnie.    Me  resided  abroad  during  the  remainder 
of  this  reign. 

About  the  close  of  tbc  year  the  British  picni- 
poteptiaries  at  Utrecht  signified  to  the  States, 
that  if  they  would  siirn  the  preliminaries  of  peace 
in  conjunction  w  ith  England,  Tournay  should  be 
added  to  their  barrier.  Their  high  mightinesses 
acceding,  not  without  great  opposition  from  the 
states  of  UoUa'.d,  to  this  proposition,  a  new 
barrier  treaty  was  concluded,  differing  from  the 
former,  so  niuc.i  iuveighed  against,  only  pr  chiefly 
by  its  iaibiioiity  of  stfength  ai^l  security.  The 
"^^^'ng  o^'  Prussia,  who  liad  been  for  some  time  in- 
disposed, died  on  the  Hoih  of  February,  ITi^i, 


Diyiiized  by  Google 


ANNfi.  401 

He  was  a  man  frivolous,  wcak^  and  vain^    }le  ^2^^^* 
und  his  false  grandeur  were  buried  together.  (lis  I7i3. 
sou  Frederic  W  illiaiu  succeeded,  who  was  in  air 
most  all  respects,  of  a  genius  and  character  oppor 
site  to  his  father.    Empty  show  was  henceforth 
discarded,  and  the  kiugdom  of  Prussia  acquired, 
with  her  new  monarch,  a  fresh  accession  of 
strength  and  stability.    This  event  occasioned 
some  delay,  and  it  was  not  till  the  month  of 
April  1713,  that  the  British  plenipotentiaries  de- 
clared to  the  ministers  of  Holland  and  the  cm* 
peror,  that  they  were  ready,  with  the  ministers 
of  Prussia,  Portugal,  and  Sa>oy,  to  bii^n  their 
respective  treaties.    The  imperial  ambassadors 
replied,  that  neither  they  nor  the  ministers  of  the 
empire  were  ready  to  sign,  nor  would  they  heark- 
en to  peace  without  the  restitution  of  Strasburg : 
and  they  entered  a  formal  protestation  against 
the  treaty.    But  the  Dutch  thoiight  proper  to 
comply,  equally  proof  against  the  menaces  and 
entreaties  of  the  dissentient  parties  ;  and  on  the 
lith  of  April  1713,  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  was  Trentv  of 
completed.    By  this  iamous  treaty  the  protest-  li^^^ 
ant  succession  was  recognised  by  France,  and 
the  Pretender  compelled  to  depart  that  king- 
dom :  the  union  of  the  two  monarchies  of  France 
and  Spain  was  provided  against  by  mutual  and 
solemn  renunciations  ;  the  harbour  of  Dunkirk 
was  demolished,  and  the  fui  liiicaliuus  razed ;  Aca- 
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liooK  VL  die,  Hudson's  Bay,  Newfoundland,  aod  St.  Chris* 
|7i3L  topher'6,  ceded  in  full  right  to  Eoglaiid.  Naples, 
Milan,  Sardinia,  and  the  Spanish  Netherlands, 
>?ere  yielded  to  the  emperor^,  together  with  Lan- 
dau, Brisac,  and  fort  KeU,  on  the  side  of  Ger- 
many.   Sicily,  by  the  particular  and  partial  ia- 
terposition  of  the  queeii  of  Ei^laod^  was  forcibly 
disjoined  from  Naples,  and  transferred  to  the 
0uke  of  Savoj,  with  the  regal  title  ;  the  eventual 
succession  to  the  crown  of  Spain  being  also  in  de- 
fault of  descendenti  fioni  the  reigning  monarchy 
vested  in  the  bouse  of  Savoy.   The  extreme  soli- 
citude of  the  queen  to  obtain  terms  of  advantage 
for  the  duke  of  Savoy,  is  strikingly  apparent 
throughout  the  negociation.  She  considered  him 
Its  a  prince  of  the  blood  ro  val  of  England  ;  and, 
the  Pretender  excepted,  be  was  indubitably  next 
in  the  ancient  order  of  succession  to  the  English 
crown.      Ce  prince,''  to  use  the  words  of  M.  de 
Torcy,  "  etoit  Tallie  cheri  de  TApgleterre,  et 
.  • '  celui  que  ce  ministere  avoit  le  plu^  a  cceur  da 
favoriser."  [Vol.  iii.  p.  267.3   '  ^  know,"  says 
)<Nrd  Boiingbrpke  to  the  coiint  de  MaSei^  "  that 

*  The  elector  of  Bavaria  was  however  allowed  to  retain  the 
^ocby  of  Lnxemburgli  and  the  coanty  of  Namur,  til)  he  and  the 
^lector  of  Cdogii^^  bis  brother,  were  re-established  in  their 
flectofates.  For  SpaiQ  had  ceded  those  two  sovereignties  to  the 
dnke  of  Bavaria,  as  an  indeionity  for  his  losses^  atid  the  allies  ha^ 
fieither  con^mpred  Namur  or  Lu2Lcmburg. 
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iu  exciting  Uie  lords  plenipotentiaries  to  espouse  ^2S5^3^ 
the  interests  of  the  house  of  Savoy,  I  make  my 
court  to  the  queen  my  mistress    and  he  declares 
that  there  was  not  a  single  proposition  trans- 
mitted from  the  duke  to  which  the  queen  bad  not 
given  her  consent.*'    Some  of  these  propositions, 
nevertheless,  were  so  palpably  unreasonable,  par- 
ticularly that  which  required  a  cession  of  part  of 
the  ancient  domain  of  Franco,  as  to  be  peremptor 
rily  and  indignantly  rejected  by  the  court  of  Ver** 
sailles,  which  ^nted  not  without  reluctance  to 
Savoy^  the  fortresses  of  Exilles,  Fenestrelles,  and 
the  valley  of  Pragelas,  with  a  considerable  tract 
of  country  bc  vond  mount  Crnevrc.     A  iter  all, 
the  duke  of  Savoy,  who  had  flattered  himself 
with  the  idea  of  succeedti^  to  the  entire  monar- 
chy of  Spain,  discovered  small  symptoms  of  gra- 
titude to  the  court  of  London  for  the  extraordi- 
nary attention  paid  to  his  interests.    The  earl  of 
Peterborough:,  in  a  letter  from  Venice,  dated 
January  2S,  1713,  says,  "  the  idle  reports  that 
Spain  and  the  Indies  are  to  remain  with  the  duke 
of  Anjou  are  not  agreeable  to  the  duke  of  Sa- 
toy/'  «And'  M.  de  Torcy  affirms,  "  that  (be  de- 
mand of  Sicily,  on  his  behalf,  was  made  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  duke,  and  that  he  was 
much  chagrined  when  informed  of  it*." 

*  Vide  Bolingbroke's  Corresj^ondencc,  Soraerville'*  Append 
dix^  Tore/ 8  Mcqiulrs, 
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'^o6^vL    In  addition  to  the  places  anciently  possessed 
1713.   bjthe  Dutch,  Luxemburg,  Naniur,  Charleroi, 
Dutch      YpreSj  and  Neiijiorf  ,  were  assigned  to  the  States 
strengths  as  a  pcrpetual  barrier.     His  imperial  mnjesty 
was  allowed  to  tlio  first  of  June  to  declare  his 
acceptance  or  non-acceptance  of  the  terms  pro* 
posed. 

No  sooner  had  this  important  intelligence 

reached  London  than  the  parliament  was  assem* 

of  bled,  after  no  less  tlian  seven  proroc^ations  since 
nruament  *  ^ 

the  month  of  January ;  and  the  substance  of  the 
treaty  being  laid  before  them^  an  address  of  con-* 
gratulatiou  was  presented  by  the  two  houses^ 
whose  example  was  followed  by  most  of  the  cor* 
porate  bodies,  accompanied  by  great  public  re- 
joicings.   The  proekiination  of  peace  was  pub- 
lished on  the  4th  of  May,  exactly  eleven  years 
siihsetjuciit  to  the  declaration  of  war.    In  a  few 
weeks  Mr.  Benson,  cliancelior  of  the  exchequer, 
offered  to  the  house  of  commons  copies  of  the 
treaty  of  peace  with  France,  iis  also  of  com- 
merce ;  by  which  the  manufactures  of  each  king* 
doro  were  admitted  into  the  other  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  very  low  ad  valoiYin  duties.  Political 
artitice  and  commercial  prejudice  being  com- 
bined in  opposition  to  this  wise  measure,  the  bill 
for  rendering  the  treaty  of  commerce  efieetual 
was,  after  violent  debates,  rejected  by  a  majority 
of  iUi  to  185  voices. 
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It  has  been  the  subject  of  much  doubt  and  dis*  ^^^^^ 
putation,  whether  any  secret  articles  in  favour  ot  liis* 
the  Pretender  were  appended  to  the  treaty  of  interests  oc 
Utrecht  by  the  courts  of  London  and  Ver-  tender 
failles.  But  the  problem  may  now  be  regarded 
as  iinally  resolved.  It  is  certain^  fLom  the  nu« 
merous  original  papers  which  have  been  at  differ^* 
ent  times  published  relative  to  this  period,  that 
no  inbtructions  were  transmitted  by  the  British 
cabinet,  either  to  lord  Strafford  or  to  the  duke 
of  Shrewsbury,  of  this  nature;  nor  could  these 
noblemen^  zealously  and  strongly  attached  as. 
they  were  known  to  be  to  the  Hanoveriaii  sac^ 
cession^  have  been  enployed  consistent ly  with 
common  sense  in  the  execution  of  such  odious 
and  criminal  commissions,  involving  tlicm  in  the 
guilt  of  proj(  cts  which  they  would  equally  have 
disdained  and  abhorred.  On  the  contrary,  it 
appears  that  they  botli  discovered  themselves  iu 
the  highest  degree  hostile  to  the  interests  of  the 
Pretender.  It  is  no  less  certain,  from  the  narra- 
tive of  M.  Mcsnagcr,  that  no  su(  h  secret  articles 
were  concluded  by  tlie  agents  of  France  at  the 
court  of  London ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  that 
the  minister,  lord  Oxford,  trifled  most  egrc* 
giously  with  them  upon  this  subject ;  and  that 
they  were  completely  the  dupes  of  his  decciiful 
policy.  On  M.  Mesnager's  arrival  at  the  Hague^ 
with  the  sanguine  expectations  inspired  b^  Ox- 
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B^^^^  ford's  promises,  that  able  negotiator  tells  uSj 
4713.  "  that  he  found  the  British  plenipotentiaries 
vere  so  far  from  having  private  instructions^  that 
they  \Kere  ignorant  even  of  thje  very  design  of 
sending  any  such  instructions."    The  king 'of 
France  Ufas  himself  for  a  time  greatly  imposed 
upon  by  these  political  frauds^  and  much  in- 
censed with  his  agents  on  the  detection  of  their 
credulilv  :  and  tbev  werc^  accordinjr  to  M.  Mes- 
nager^      forced  to  write  back  in  plain  terms, 
that  the  ministry  in  England  were  men  of  no 
honour^  who  bud  long  held  them  iu  suspense,  and 
BOW  not  only  did  not  come  to  the  point,  but 
declined  any  conversation  on  ihe  subject."  Even 
Mrs.  Masham,  tbe  favorite^  devoted  as  she  was 
to  the  court  of  St.  Germaine's,  confesses  in  a  con- 
fidential letter,  to  M.  Mesnager,  wilb  rcsj  cct 
to  this  matter,      that  there  is  not  any  two 
among  tbe  ( British )  ministry  that  dare  make  a 
confideuce  about  it,  nor  any  one  of  tbeui  lh:it 
would  venture  to  mention  it  to  the  queen.  And 
I  undertake/*  says  this  lady,      to  assure  you, 
that  whatever  your  agents  have  informed  the 
kii^  your  master  of,  or  given  his  mqjestt/  reason 
to  expect,  'tis  all  in  tbe  clouds  here,  and  tbe 
queen  has  not  so  much  as  heard  a  word  of  it ; 
and  this  makes  me  suppose  their  great  secret  re- 
mains wilb  my  lord  treasurer,  where  secrets  often 
sleep  and  die*." 
*  Msfnager*s  Negotiation,  &c.  p.  293,  299, 305, 311. 
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Tbe  Scottkh  peers  being  extremely  exaspe-  bookvl 
rated  at  the  determination  of  the  house  of  lords,  1713, 
excluding  them  from  the  honours  of  tbe  ^ngl^^^i^^^l^^^ 
peerage  ;  and  the  Scottish  nation  being  akoUmon. 
equally  enraged  at  the  recent  impositiou  of  a 
heavjr  additional  duty  on  malt>  contrary,  if  not  to 
the  letter,  at  least  to  the  spirit  of  the  treaty  of 
union^  which  enacted  that  no  duty  should  be 
laid  on  malt  in  Scotland  during  the  war ;  a  mo- 
tion was  made  by  the  earl  of  Findlater  for  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  for  dissolving  the  union  and  se- 
curing the  protestant  succession  in  the  bouse  of 
llaoover.    This>  f:)r  the  sake  of  embarrassing  the 
administratiouj  was  not  only  defended  by  tbe 
Scottish  lords  Mar,  Eglington,  &c.  but  \vannly 
supported  by  tbe  English  whig  lords^  Sundcrlaudj 
Townshend,  Halifax,  &c.  once  the  zealous  advo- 
cates of  the  union.    And  on  the  other  h^ndj  it 
was  destined  to  be  opposed  by  the  tones,  who 
were  the  original  and  vehement  enemies  of  that 
measure.    Tbe  duke  of  Argj'le  said,  that  he  be- 
lieved in  his  conscience,  it  was  as  much  for  the 
interest  of  fJnglaud  as  of  Scotland  to  have  it  dis- 
solved ;  and  if  it  were  not,  he  did  not  long  ex- 
pect to  have  either  property  left  in  Scotland,  or 
liberty  in  England.    The  lord  treasurer  having 
intimated  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  the  possi* 
bility  of  remitting  or  alleviating  the  duty  in  qucs^ 
tion  by  virtue  of  the  prerogative,  the  earl  of  Sun- 
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gooi^vL^^f^'^Ad  expressed  his  astonishment  that  9ucb  det- 

potic  principles,  tending  to  the  estiiblishmcni  of 
a  dbpeming  power  in  the  crown,  should  be 
ayowed  or  countenanced  byflie  noble  lord.  To 
this  the  lord  treasurer  sarcasiicaliy  replied,  that 
his  family  had  never  distinguished  themselves,  as 
others  had  done,  by  advising"  arbitrary  and  des- 
potic measures."  Lord  Sunderland,  nettled  at 
the  allusion  to  his  father,  retorted  by  observinsr, 
that  in  those  times  to  \\  bich  such  unfair  reference 
was  made,  the  ooble  lord's  family  was  acaredy 
known.  Tlie  question  being  put  upon  lord 
Fiiidlaler's  motion,  it  w.ts  uoi^atived  in  a  very 
full  house  by  a  majority  of  four  Toiees  only 
—the  numbers  beiug  71  to  67  peers,  including 
proxies. 

The  sentence  of  suspension  passed  upon  Dr. 

Sachcverel  expiring  about  this  time,  great  re^ 
jotcings  were  made  upon  the  occanon ;  and  he 
was  appointed  to  preach  before  the  house  of  com- 
mons on  the  29th  of  May ;  which  was  followed, 
exclusive  of  the  usual  and  empty  compliment  of 
thanks,  bj  a  presentation  on  tbe  part  of  the 
crown,  to  the  lucrative  rectory  of  St*  Aadrew^s, 
Holborn. 

In  cousequcuce  of  the  peace  now  happily  ron- 
cluded,  immense  reductions  were  made  both  in 
the  army  and  navy  establishments.  As  to  the 
precise  amount  of  the  force  necessary  to  be  kept 
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up,  the  queen  had,  in  the  speech  from  (he  throiif^.BOOK  vt 
expressed  herst^lf  with  magnanimous  iudiiibpence.  i7i3w. 
"  Make  yotmelvet  aafe,''  said  she,  and  I  shall 
be  batisfied.  Next  to  tlie  protection  of  the  divine 
Providence,  I  depend  upoa  the  lojalty  and 
afiection  of  my  people ;  I  isant  na  other  gua- 
rantee.'* 

Towards  the  end  of  the  session  a  royal  message  Debts  of 
was  sent  to  the  home  of  commons,  acquainting  ^^^^^ 
them  with  the  incumbrances  onder  which  the 
ciTil  list  now  laboured ;  and  a  grant  for  the  sum 
of  500^000/.  was  moved  to  discharge  the  debts 
of  the  crown.  The  friends  of  the  earl  of  Godoir 
phin,  reeently  deceased,  expressed  their  astonish- 
ment at  this  demand^  and  Mr«  boiiih,  Uta 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  averred,  that  to 
his  certain  knowledge  the  debts  on  the  civil 
list  did  not  in  tho  month  of  August,  17 IQ, 
amount  to  150,000/.— a  trifling  sinn,  when  the 
annual  appropriation  of  one  hundred  thou* 
sand  pounds  towards  tlie  expence  of  the  war, 
the  charge  of  maintaining  the  palatines,  of 
building  Blenheim-house,  &c,  were  taken  iii- 
to  consideration.  It  was  intimated  that  the 
statement  was  deceitful,  \^ad  that  the  real  ob- 
ject was  to  secure  a  Jl4rge  sum,  in  order  to 
influence  the  approaching  general  dcction ; 
and  it  \%as  urged  to  be  a  most  dangerous 
precedent  for  the  bouse  to  gran^  such  a  do* 
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BOOKVt  inand,  as  the  same  compliance  wcmld  be  cx- 
I7J3*  pected  by  all  future  priuceft*/'  But  it  wa» 
finaHj  carried  in  a  thin  bouse,  and  when  the  ma- 
jority of  the  membersj  suspecting  no  Mich  thing, 
and  the  soninier  being  now  far  advanced^  had  le^ 
tired  to  their  seats  in  the  coiiiitrv. 

At  the  motion  of  ike  earl  of  Wharton  and 
general  Stanhope,  addresses  were  presented  to  the 
queen  by  both  houses,  humbly  beseeching  hct 
majesty  to  use  the  most  pressing  instances  to  ob- 
tain the  remoTal  of  the  Pretender  from  Lorraine, 
whither  be  had  recently  retired,  not  without  the 
secret  approbation  of  the  court  of  London.  And 
the  addresses  passed  with  the  cold  and  reluctant 
acquiescence  of  the  toric-,  who  dared  notopcnW 
to  oppose.   It  being  asked,  naturally  enough,  iu 
the  course  of  die  discussion,  where  the  supporlen 
of  the  motion  would  have  tlie  Pretender  reside, 
the  earl  of  Peterborough,  who  could  ill  support 
*thc  guise  and  semblance  of  toryism,  with  warmth 
replied,  "  that  since  he  began  his  studies  in  Paris^ 
the  fittest  place  for  him  to  improve  himself  was 
Rome."    The  object  of  the  addresses  seemed,  to 
those  untainted  with  the  spirit  of  faction,  ineom- 
patible  with  the  national  dignity,  and  indicatini;* 
a  weak  and  captious  jealouay.  Sir  William  Whit- 
locke  observed,  "  that  he  remembered  a  similar 

:«  TiadaL 


Digitized  by  Google 


ANNE.  SOI 

address  b(  ins;  presented  to  the  PrMcctor,  for  thcBooKVL 
removal  of  Cbarlcs  btuart  fiom  France ;  notwith-  1713. 
fttandins:  wliich,  he  was  in  a  Aort  time  after  re- 
stored  to  the  throne."  Tlie  queen  returned  a  gra- 
cious answer;  but  her  pressing  instaaces**  to 
the  duke  of  I/>rraine  produced  ne  effect  0« 
the  16th  of  Julj,  1113,  the  parliament  was  pro- 
rogrtied,  and  in  a  short  tine  after  dissolved  bj 
lamation. 

The  celAmted  Sprats  bishop  of  Rochester, 
dying  at  this  juncture,  waa  suc^^ed  by  Atter- 
hnry,  late  prolocutor  of  the  eonvoeation  ;  as  was 
Compton  of  London  by  the  bishop  of  Bristol. 
The  eari  of  I>orset,  one  of  the  last  whigs  in  oflke, 
was  removed  from  his  government  of  Dover 
4rastle>  which  was  givBn  to  ^Uie  duke  of  Ormond ; 
and  the  dnkc  of  Athol,  a  notorious  Jacobite,  su- 
persededthe  duke  of  Montrose  as  lord  privy  seal 
of  Scotland,  the  carl  of  Mar  being  constituted 
secretary  of  state  for  that  kingdom.    Nearly  at 
the  same  time  the  privy  seal  of  England  was  con- 
signed to  the  earl  of  Dartmooth  ;  Mr,  Bromlcjr 
•being  appointed  to  the  northern,  and  lord  Boling- 
broke  removed  to  the  southern  department  of 
office.    Sir  W  illiaiii  Wyndham  succeeded  Mr. 
Benson  as  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  the  latter 
going  to  Madrid  as  ambassador,  under  the  title 
of  lord  liiugiey,  on  the  return  of  lord  Ux- 
ington. 
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BOOK  VT.    The  peace  with  France  was  succeeded  hy  new 
)  7  3.    and  alarmiDg:  cabalt  and  intrigtics  at  home.  The 

^Ministerial  i     j   ,  *       i    ■       i        •         %  i  • 

S^CaSofc  *»*G*isurer  stoo«.i  in  <no  singular  predicament 
of  being  eqaallj  hated  b;  the  whigs  and  Jacobi- 
iical  torics;  by  the  first  for  having  done  too 
much,  and  by  the  latter  too  little,  for  the  Pre- 
tender's interest. .  Oxford  and  Boling  broke, 
the  two  principal  leaders  of  the  administration, 
bad  been  long  at  vaiiaace%  and  the  dissension 
between  them  now  became  open  and  publie. 

^polite    Oxford  was  a  man  not  remarkable  for  capacity  ; 

ofozfb?  but  bngand  intimately  conversant  in  business, 

ib^k^  elose>  plausible,  subtle,  jealous^  intriguing,  and 
ambitious.  .  lie  aimed  at  engrossing  the  entire 
confidence  of  the^queen,  and  the  sole  manage^* 
mcnt  of  ad'airs  ;  and,  instead  of  iidniittin;;-  Bo- 
lingbroke  to  the  rank  of  a  coadjutor,  he  \ievved 
bim  with  the  meanness  of  fear  and  suspicion,  as 
a  competitor  by  whom  he  dreaded  to  be  eclipsed, 
and  perhaps  supplanted.  On  the  other  hand, 
Bolingbroke,  finding  himself  regarded  in  the  li^^lit 
of  a  rival,  made  no.  scruple  to  becc^uie  sof .  This 
celebrated  nobleman,  exclusive  of  the  exterior 
and  personal  advantages  by  which  he  wn^  distin- 
guished, waa  possessed  of  abilities  of  the  first 
Dfder — of  manners  the  most  captivating,  of  elo- 

*  £arl  of  Oxford*!  Memorial  to  the  Queen, 
t  Letter  to  Sir  WUliam  Wypdham,  p.  35. 
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quence  (he  nicest  commandir  g*.    lu  almost  every  book  yl 
ChiDg  the  reTerge  <if  the  earl  of  OxCmkI  ;  Iii»teaiipe^''^i7i3r^ 
was  opea  and  generous;  b»  conduct,  both  in 
public  and  private Ule,  high-spirited  and  magna* 
Bimous;  aod  his  BDeasures  bold  aod  decisive. 
Equally  with  Oxford  the  slave  of  ambition,  and 
less  scrupulouaia  the  means  of  gratifviDgit^tbero 
was  good  reason  to  fear  lest  a  minister  of  tbia 
description,  in  order  to  secure  the  favor  of  th^ 
soTereigi^  who  cherished  a  secret  but  inveterate 
dislike  to  the  bouse  of  Hanover>  would  eii^Hi:;e 
witli  ardor  in  the  prosecution  of  projects  w  iiich 
the  phiegmatic  cantion  of  Oxford  would  deem 
romantic  and  impracticable,  and   \«hic]i  were 
also  abhorrent  Irom  his  feelings  and  principles^  - 
While  Oxford  entirely  lost  the  confidence  of  the 
tories,  which  indeed  iic  never  perfectly  possessed, 
by  his' slowness,  duplicity,  and  indecision ;  Bo* 
lingbroke  canned  g^und,  both  with  tl;c  queen 
and  the  faction^  by  the  superiority  of  hn»  talents^ 
bis  firmness,  and  vigor.   Resolute  and  daring, 
from  that  consciousness  of  genius  which  led  iiiiu 
to  place  an  entire  reliance  upon  the  resources  of 
bis  own  mind,  be  very  early  acquired,  and  ever 
after  maintained,  in  a  decree  wdicii  no  political 
leader  since  the  death  of  Shaftesbury  bad  ever 
been  able  to  attain,  a  prtdoniinant  ascendency 
over  the  opinions  of  all  his  political  associates. 
It  is  difficult  to  conjecture,  however,  under  what  - 
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BOOK  VI.  pretence  or  colour  any  attempt  could  have  bcca 
J713.  made  to  subvert  the  protestant  succession,  for 
which  holh  parlies  puuliciv  and  miifornilv  pro- 
fessed the  most  zealous  attachment,  and  which 
^as  redded  as  sacred  by  a  Terr  great  majority 
of  the  ration.  "  The  art  of  tlie  whigs/'  sajs 
lord  Bolingbroke  himself,  was  to  bleod  as  an- 
dtstioftiiifihably  as  they  could^  all  their  party  in- 
tcn  sts  with  those  of  the  protestant  succession ; 
and  they  made  just  the  same  factious  use  of  the 
supposi  il  clanger  of  it,  as  the  tories  had  endea- 
voured to  oiake  some  time  before  of  the  supposed 
danger  of  the  church'/'  And  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe,  that  if  the  tory  ministers  had 
taken  any  serious  steps  with  a  view  to  e&ct  the 
restoration  of  the  exiled  family,  they  would 
instantly  ha>e  lost  all  credit  both  with  the  par- 
liament and  the  countryf.  On  the  change  of  ad- 
ministi\ilioii,  the  earls  of  Oxford  and  Rochester, 
the  dukes  of  Shrewsbury  and  Buckingham,  &c. 
wrote  to  the  electoral  court  of  Hanover,  through 
the  medium  of  lord  Rivers  and  Mr,  Thomas 

•  Letter  to  Sir  WUliam  Wyndbam. 
t  The  two  great  ponies,  whigs  and  lories,  were  nearly  equal, 
sod  alternately  triomphed*  The  minor  parties  included  io  the 
fermer,  were  the  republicans  and  the  Jacobites.  Hcnct  the 
reciprf>c3l  and  invidious  attempts  of  each  to  aspei^e  ihe  <  ^jpo- 
site  party,  by  identifying  it  with  the  minor  or  subaltern  one  mU 

fentitioiiily  aiiacbed  to  or  compfebeiidcd  in  it 
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Harlc},  cousin  to  the  treasurer,  successively  de-  book^l 
puted  thitiier^  letters  full  of  protestatioas  of  1713. 
their  zeal  for  its  interest.  The  earl  of  Rochcs- 
ter>  in  particular,  congratulated  his  electoral 
bifi^hoeM'  upon  **  affairs  being  now  in  a  better 
train,  respect  to  the  successioD^  than  here- 
4ofore** — alludii^  probably  to  the  opposition 
made  by  the  whiles  to  the  project  of  the  tories  for 
bringing  over  the  princess  Sophia.  And  the  mi- 
nistef  Harley  declares,  ''that  the  late  changes 
have  given  the  greater  and  better  part  of  the 
nation  an  opportunity  to  express  their  duty  to 
that  serene  house*/' 

It  is  certain  that  the  indiscreet  interference  of  Misuodcr- 


Ihe  elector  relative  to  the  negotiations  with  b«nv«cii 

11  1  thcCoiim 

Jbranre,  and  the  nicmorial  or  remonstrance  pre- of  LoiMiaa 
sentcd  by  his  ambassador  in  London  against  the 
pr  jcct  of  peace,  gave  extreme  olfenoe  to  the 
-^uceu  ;  and  from  tliis  period  she  entertained^  as  it 
•appears,  frequent  discourses  on  the  subject  of  her 
hr other's  restoration  ;  and  even  expressed  herself 
at  times,  though  with  great  caution,  in  terms  fa* 
Torable  to  it.  In  a  conference  held  by  Mrs. 
Mashain  \\ith  M.  ?.Iesnager,  that  lady  acknow- 
ledged her  nuyesty  s  secret  inclination  in  favor  of 
her  brother^  saying  that  it  would  be  an  inex- 
pressible satisfaction  to  her  majesty  to  see  herself 
ji^r — A  jjp^m  ^ii^         necessity  of  doing  so 

*  MacpbciioD*j»  Papers,  vol.  iL 
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BOOK  vr.  mucli  wtoog,  and,  if  it  eoold  be  |ionibIe  tcflft 

IJU.  9(ifct%f  to  the  religion  and  iibcrij/  of  her  sulijccisf, 
to  ha¥e  her  &&OTa£B  restored  io  his  right,  at  .least 
after  her  decease,  if  it  could  not  be  done  before/* 
JJlie*  acknowledged,  Uo\n  ever,  **  that  the  queen 
did  not  see  how  tbis  could  be  done— her  bvotbet 
bein^  <lir  object  of  the  rage  aud  irreconc  ilcabW 
aversion  of  the  people/'  And  in  a  letter  subse- 
quently written  by  Mra.  Masbam  io  M.  Mx^ 
nager,  dated  March  2,  1  i  bbe  tells  him, 
*^  that  the  court  of  St.  Germaine's  are  falfea 
into  the  hands  of  my  lord  treasurer,  who  she 
,  doubts  not  values  himseU*  upon  having  deceived 
them." 

The  duke  of  Leeds  assured  Lesley,  the  famous 
■on-juring  cleigyman,  that  he  had  often  ende»> 
Toured  to  sound  the  queen  upon  this  point,  but 
that  she  always  declined  to  explain  her  sentiments. 
But  to  the  duke  of  Buckinghaai,  who  stood  be- 
•■^"S*!  yond  comparison  higher  in  her  favor  and  confi- 
dence^&hewas  more  explicit.  This  nobleman^  in 
a  curious  epistle  to  the  earl  of  Middleton,  dated 
February  15,  1712,  under  the  guise  of  fictitious 
names  and  enigmatical  expressions^  informs  his 
lordship  that  the  queen  complained  that  her 
brotiier  would  not  make  the  least  step  to  oblige 
her/'  In  answer  to  the  duke's  arguments  and  re- 
monstrances, she  replied  hastily,  "  What  would 
you  have  me  do  ?  You  know  that  a  papist  can- 
not inherit — ^therefore  1  had  better  do  with  a  good 
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grace  what  I  cannot  help." — And  on  being  again  bookvi, 
urged,  she  said,  i  do  not  sec  bow  I  can  undo  ""inj^ 
^hai  I  injself  have  done^  and  done  in  such  a. 
manner,  iie  nuiy  thank  biniseir  tor  it.  11^ 
knows  i  alwajs  ioved  him  better  than  Uainover.*' 
The  duke  adds,  *'  that  he  is  convinced,  if  tha 
kins  would  return  to  the  church  of  £ogiand,  all 
would  be  easy — nay,  if  he  would  but  barely  gi^'e 
hopps  be  would  do  Such  a  cliaagc  might 

doubtless  have  produced  important  consequences; 
but,  upon  the  whole,  it  is  clear  that  the  projects 
of  the  Jacobites  met  with  no  serious  countenance 

*  It  IS  very  possible  that  tbe  duke  of  Bncktngham,  In  lus 
cagenicss  to  make  his  court  at  St.  GLi  ina.rie's,  may  have  been 
tempted  to  add  fionie  enibeliishmcnts  to  his  narrative  of  this 
conversation  with  the  queen,  and  it  is  therefore  to  be  received 
with  some  caution.  However  this  may  be,  oertaiji  it  is,  that 
the  relation  given  by  Mr.  Macph,erson»  in  bis  history  of  the 
conference  in  question,  is  by  no  means  authorised  by  the  duke 
of  Bnckinghanrs  own  account,  as  reported   by  the  ag\nt 
Trevor;  and  the  history  is  therefore  to  be  rcai  with  still  more 
caution  than  the  letter.    Mr.  Macpbersofi  makes  the  queen 
"  The  example  of  the  fiither  has  no  veight  with  the 
son  3  be  prefers  Kis  leligioaf  eiicrs  to  the  throne  of  a  great 
kingdom.  All  would  be  easy,  should  he  enter  the  pale  of  the 
church  of  England."   This  is  absolute  fiction;  for,  though 
the  duke  himscit  dors  indeed,   in  the  excess  of  his  z^al, 
make  use  of  the  loit  words,  to  ascribe  them  to  the  queen 
4s  a  gross  falsification  of  histoiy,  and  iesdvea  itself  into  in- 
excusable  negligenoe,  or  yet  aoore  iDexonsahfe  misfepfa- 
aenlation* 
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pOOKVT.  or  cnroiira^cnient  from  tlic  court.  The  carl  of 
1313.  Strafibrd,  who^  not\\itht>taudtog^  bis  higb-church 
and  torv  prrnctplcs,  appears  to  have  espoused 
cordially  and  zealously  the  interests  of  the  elect- 
oral house^  aflSrms  in  bis  letter  to^the  princess 
Sopbia,  of  Dcccraber  1712,  That  there  is  not 
one  of  a  thousand  in  the  whole  island  wbo  is  a 
Jacobite."  In  a  subsequent  letter  be  sajs, 
''Believe  me,  madam,  all  the  noise  made  about 
the  Pretender  is  groundless;  and  tbetoriesare 
fiifl  as  much  in  your  interest  or  rather  more  than 
the  wliiijcs,  though  the  latter  h  ive  of  iate  got  a 
way  of  threatening  the  tories  with  the  protestant 
Succession^  as  if  your  royal  higliness,  or  those  of 
your  illustrious  bouse  who  should  succeed  the 
<{%Uien,  were  not  to  retgn  over  the  tories  as  well 
as  the  \vhig9.  I  am  sure  you  know  what  is  called 
torj  are  those  wbtcb  are  for  the  church  of  Eng^ 
land."  And  in  a  letter  of  still  later  date  (May 
1714)^  there  is  this  remarkable  passage :  Alter 
all  the  foolish  and  malicious  outcry  of  the  danger 
of  tlie  Pretender,  I  have  asked  the  people  here 
( t.  c.  at  the  Hague )  to  tell  me  one  thing  done  in 
bis  fkror^  or  one  things  left  undone  to  exclude 
bim^  and  to  secure  your  succession,  Nay^  I  have 
desired  tbcm  to  let  me  know  what  was  desired,  or 
if  there  could  be  any  thing  more  done,  to  secure 
the  protestant  succession  in  your  illustrious  bouse; 
and  if  they  would  tell  me,  I  would  engage  it 
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i^ould  be  done.^*  '  Nevertheless^  the  whIgs  were  sookvl 
incessaat  ia  their  exclamations  that  the  present  ^"^^yisu 
ministers  were  forming  deep  and  dangerous  de- 
signs against  the  prolcstant  succession  and  ia  fa- 
vor of  the  Pretender.  The  dulce  of  Marlboroqgh, 
ia  a  letter  to  M.  Robethon,  of  February  1714, 
declares  himself  rejoiced  to  liud,  "  that  the  re-  *^ 
public"  ( t.  of  Holland  )  ^  takes  the  alarm,  and 
begins  to  wake  out  of  the  lethargy  it  had  falh  it 
into  since  the  peace  of  Utrecht  And  he  aiiirnii» 
that  the  queen's  ill  health,  and  the  ministers* 
inakiag  such  open  steps  in  favor  of  the  Pretender 
as  to  leave  m  doubt  of  their  intentions  to  place 
him  on  the  throne,  have  brought  things  so  near  a 
decision,  that,  unless  the  States  design  to  look  on 
and  see  us  lost,  and  consequently  themselves,  they  .  ' 
could  uo  longer  remain  inactive."  And  it  ap- 
pears in  the  course  of  the  letter,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  his  representations,  together  with  those 
of  the  other  leaders  of  the  whigs,  the  8tatcs  were 
equipping  a  great  fleet  to  convoy  a  large  body  of 
forces  to  England,  eflcctually  to  assert,  in  case  of 
need,  the  protestant  succession  in  the  house  of 
Hanover,  of  which  they  were  the  guarantees. 
This  is  therefore  a  demonstrative  prooi  of  tlie  real 
and  zealous  attachment  of  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
roii2;h  to  the  Hanoverian  succession.  Yet,  strange 
it  is  to  tell,  that  the  grossness  of  his  political  hy- 
1>ocris  v  wiis  such,  as  to  incite  him  to  maint%ia 
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BOOK  vr.  prccisoly  the  same  exterior  to  the  court  of  St. 

^"TTiaT  Germaine's.  In  a  confidential  conTersation  with 
one  of  the  agents  of  that  court  (Trevor),  as  re- 
poiied  to  the  earl  of  Middleton  ( November, 
1711),  lie  solemnly  declarc(l>  "that  nothins^ 
should  be  wanting  on  his  side,,  as  occasions  should 
present—that  he  tboug^ht  the  eing's  business 
could  not  fail  of  going  forward,  and  that  his  re- 
Ugion  Ticould  not  be  any  hindrance  tq  iL"  He  said, 
^  he  knew  the  princess  of  Denmark  well ;  that 
she  was  a  vcrxj  honest  person,  easily  won  and 
wrought  upon>  but  who  at  bottom  had  certainly 
no  aversion  from  her  brother  :  but  she  was  one 
that  must  not  be  frightened — ^and  that  anjt/  extcr^ 
nal  force  used  xvould  rather  do  hartn  than  good, 
both  iu  regard  to  lier  aud  others:  whereas,  if 
things  were  suffered  to  go  on  in  their  own  train, 
the  kinc^*s  business  would  go  on  of  itself,  and  he 
doubted  not  would  come  to  a  happy  conclu- 
sion*."' It  may  be  remarked,  that  the  advice 
bere  given  to  the  pretended  king  was  in  the,  high- 
est degree  artful  and  insidious.  For  he  intimates, 
1st,  that  tlicre  existed  no  political  necewity  for 
changing  his  religion  ;  and,  2diy,  that  it  w ould  be 
highly  impolitic  to  make  use  of  external  force  in 
order  to  effect  his  restoration ;  though,  without 
employing  one  or  other  of  these  expedients,  sue* 

*  MacpUcTson'i  Papers,  vol.  ii.  p.  232. 
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eeift  was,  morally  speakiDg,  impossible;  mod  the  ^[^1^;^^' 

counsel  of  this  "  traitor-friend*'  was  maiiife9dy  I7JX 
calculated  only  to  amuse  and  to  delude.  The 
characters  of  the  great  leaden  Oxford  and  Bo* 
lingbroke,  however  opposite,  were  equally  adapted 
to  impress  the  idea  that  extraordinary  designs  and 
projects  were  in  agitation.  Bolingbroke  was  a 
man  of  an  adventurous  and  aspiring  geaiua— Ox- 
ford was  full  of  secresy  and  of  mystery;  and  be 
possessed  for  some  years  in  reality,  and  still  ia  « 
appearance,  an  unbounded  influence  over  the 
queen.  **  One  is  at  a«1os8,*'  says  baron  Sehutt 
the  Haaoverian  resident,  ia  a  letter  (o  baroa 
Bothmar  (September  1713),  what  character  to 
give  of  this  man.  He  lr>1d  a  stranger,  who  wanted 
io  put  him  upon  his  guard  against  some  one,  *  I 
never  trusted  any  one;  I  am  determined  aot  to 
trust  any  ouc  for  the  future ;  consequently  no  one 
has  deceived,  or  can  deceive  me/  And  we  are 
informed  in  anothchr  letter  from  M.  Galke,  secre- 
tary to  the  embassy,  *^  that  in  transacting  busi- 
aess  with  the  treasurer  it  is  impossible  to  com- 
prehend the  answers  he  gives,  ujuch  less  t(^  put 
them  afterwards  in  writing/'  Such  was  at  tliis 
period  the  political  situation  of  Britain,  and  such 
the  i(1eas  aad  appre  hensions  prevailing  in  relation 
to  the  actual  state  of  things  and  their  probable 
consequences. 

Since  the  dismission  of  the  eai'l  of  Wharioa 
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BOOK  VI.  from  the  government  of  Ireland,  that  kingdom 
1713.   bad  beea  sinking  under  the  Hanefui  joke  of  torj 
infloenceand oppreiBioB— sirConstantioe  Phipps, 
chancellor  oi  the  kingdom^,  and  one  of  the  lords 
justices  in  the  absence  of  the  duke  of  Onnond, 
having  the  chief  management  of  affairs.  Under 
his  partial  aud  passionate  administratioa  every 
legal  check  to  the  licentiousness  of  the  party 
which  he  patronised  was  suspended :  he  encou- 
.  raged  the  most  malignant  attacks  upon  the  dis- 
senters, as  his  predecessor,  the  earl  of  Wharton, 
had  done  against  the  papists ;  and  publications 
condemned  in  England  for  their  seditious  and  Ja- 
cobite tendency  were  circulated  in  Ireland  in  open 
day^  without  the  least  fear  or  danger  of  repre- 
Doke  of   hension.    The  duke  of  Shrewsbury^  a  nobleman 
bll^T^i^   admired,  courted,  and  feared,  by  both  parties,  bc- 
^Mdueii*  ingon  his  return  from  France  appointed  lord  licu« 
tenant,  arrived  in  Dublin  October  the  27th,  171^, 
and  immediately  checked  the  insolence  aud  viru- 
lence of  the  predominant  faction,  by  declaring 
publicly  that  he  was  still  the  same  as  in  the  year 
J688;  and  on  the  birth-day  of  king  William, 
November  the  4th,  he  commemorated  w  ith  great 
demonstrations  of  regard  aud  veneration  the  glo- 
rious and  immortal  memory  of  that  monarch. 
The  parliament  of  Ireland  meeting,  aRer  a  new 
flection,  on  the  25th  of  November,  were  told  bjr 
bis  excellency  tiic  lord  Ueutenaut  in  his  opening 
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specclij     that  her  majesty,  having  procured  a  BOOKVt 
safe  and  honorable  peace^  bad  Dothiog  now  to  wish  I7i3« 
but  that  her  subjects  might  enjoy  the  benefits  and 
advantages  of  it ; — that  her  maje<ity  had  nothing 
more  at  heart  than  the  preservation  of  the  rights  < 
and  liberties  of  her  people,  and  the  settlin<j^  ihvm 
upon  a  lasting  foundation  by  securing  the  pro* 
testant  succession  in  the  house  of  Hanover/'*  As 
the  earl  of  Notliughaui  co-operated  with  tlie 
vhigs  without  losing  the  confidence  of  the  tories; 
so  th^  duke  of  Shrewsbury  seemed  to  act  with  the 
tories  without  furleitiog  his  credit  with  the  whigs. 
The  new  parliament,  convened  under  hisauspice^, 
800U  inaiiifested  itself  to  be  decidedly  whijr  in 
inclination  and  principle.    They  forthwith  or- 
dered in  a  bill  to  attaint  the  Pretender  and  his 
adherents ;  they  took  effectual  measures  to  sup- 
press all  seditious  and  Jacobitical  publications, 
which  had  been  of  late  notoriously  countenanced 
and  encouraged ;  and  they  resolved  upon  an  ad- 
dress to  the  queen  for  the  removal  of  sir  Constan- 
tine  Phipps  from  the  chancellorship.     A  mo- 
tion was  even  made^  declaring  the  lord  chancellor 
an  encourager  of  popery,  and  a  friend  to  the  Pre^ 
tcader.    This  threw  the  house  into  so  violent  a 
4ame>  that  the  adverse  parties  were  near  drawing 
bwords.    It  was  at  length,  and  with  much  diffi- 
culty^ withdrawn  by  the  mover,  colonel  South- 
well.  On  tht  other  hand»  the  house  of  lords^ 

vox.  II.  L  I4 
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BOOK  VI.  wlicre  the  tory  interest  prevailed,  resolved,  th«l 
1713.  the  lord  chancellor  Phipps  had  in  his  several  sta- 
tions acquitted  himself  with  honor  and  int^ity, 
and  voted  a  counter-address.  The  two  houses  of 
convocation  attending  at  the  castle  of  Dublin  to 
present  an  address  similar  to  that  of  the  lords, 
Mr.  Moles  worth,  afterwards  lord  Moles  worth, 
so  celebrated  for  his  embassy  to  Denmark^  being 
at  this  time  a  member  of  the  Irish  parliament, 
'  and  a  privy  counsellor  of  that  kingdom,  said 
aloud  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  the  bishops 
and  clergy  :  "  They  that  have  turned  the  world 

Complaint  upsldc  dowu  are  come  hither  also."    Enraged  at 

convo^a-'^  this  sBTcasm,  the  lower  house  of  convocation  sent 
to  the  upper  a  fuinial  complaint  of  the  words  ut- 

^""'^  tered  by  Mr.  Molesworth,  which  they  asserted 
"to  be  an  intolerable  profanafion  of  the  holy 
scriptures,  and  spoken  with  a  design  to  cast  an 
odium  and  aspersion  on  their  graces  and  lord- 
ships, and  the  whole  body  of  the  clergy;  whom 
they  humbly  prayed  their  lordships  to  vindicate 
from  this  wicked  calumny.*'  The  bishops  inmie- 
diately  laid  this  complaint  before  the  house  of 
lords^  who  desired  a  conference  with  the  commons 
on  this  important  business,  and  left  with  them  a 
copy  of  the  paper  delivered  by  the  convocation. 
But  the  commons  would  take  no  cognizance  of 
the  complaint:  and  no  redress  being  obtainable 
in  Ireland,  recourse  was  had  to  a  direct  repre- 
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sentation  to  tlie  queen^  by  whom  Mr.  Molesworth  book  vi. 
was,  to  the  dugrace  of  the  present  advisers  of  the  ^^iTisT^ 
crown,  removed  firom  the  privy  council. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Irish  parliament  being 
extremely  disliked  by  the  English  ministers,  the 
duke  of  Shrewsbury  received  orders  to  prorogue 
them^  and  they  were  suflfered  to  meet  no  more 
during  this  reign.  The  lord  lieutenant  himself 
began  to  be  very  uneasy  at  his  present  situation^ 
where  he  now  found  himself  little  better  than  a 
state  pageant.  He  knew  the  queen  s  health  to 
be  extremely  impaired ;  and>  having  certain  mea- 
sures to  keep,  and  views  to  answer,  he  desired  and 
obtained  leave  to  return  to  England:  the  lord 
chancellor  Phipps,  the  primate  Lindsey,  and  the 
archbishop  of  Tuam^  being  in  his  absence  ap- 
pointed lords  justices  of  the  kingdom. 

When  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  was  signed,  count  State  of 
Zinzendorf,  ambamador  from  the  court  of  Viennaj 
declared  the  resolution  of  the  emperor  to  carry  on 
the  war,  and  hazard  all  rather  than  submit  to  the  ^ 
prescribed  conditions.  But  in  the  following  sum- 
mer, A.  D.  1713,  M.  Villars  entered  Germany 
with  a  prodigious  army,  consisting  of  800  batta- 
lions and  300  squadrons.    And  prince  Eugene, 
who  commanded  a  very  inferior  force,  remaining  • 
reluctantly  inactive  within  the  lines  of  Etlingen, 
while  the  French  captured  the  cities  of  Landau 
and  Friburgh,  the  imperial  pride  began  to  listen 
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BOOK  VI.  seriously  to  the  overtures  of  France ;  aod  the  two 
"^1,.    geiierals  beiiip;  constituted  plenipotentiaries^  a 

Treaty  of    tfCatj  WSLS  tOM  aiiis  illC  closC  of  tUc  )t'dT  sel  OD 

foot  at  Ra^tadt^  and  articles  of  peace  finally 

sij^ned  at  jlaucn,  March  1714;  conforniably  to 
^liich^  Naples^  Milan,  Sardiuia,  and  the  Low 
Countries,  were  ceded  to  the  house  of  Austria. 
The  evacuation  of  Catalonia  was  agreed  to,  uiid 
a  suspension  of  arms  with  Spain ;  but  Charles  re* 
fused  to  recognise  the  title  of  his  rival,  l^i"^  Phi- 
lip :  aud  the  important  furUesses  of  Laudau^ 
Strasburg  and  New  Brisac^  which  the  emperor 
might  have  secured  by  acceding  to  the  terms  for- 
merly offered^  now  remained  with  France>  with 
the  sovereignty  of  the  province  of  Alsace.  Soon 
after  lliis  were  exchanged  the  ratifications  of  the 
treaty  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain;  by 
which  it  was  stipulated,  that  the  commerce  of 
the  two  nations  should  be  replaced  on  its  former 
liasis,  as  in  the  reign  of  the  late  king  Charles  II.; 
that  the  Assieuto  contract  for  supplying  tlie  Spa- 
nish colonies  with  negroes  should  be  granted  to 
England  for  the  term  of  thirty  years ;  that  no  part 
pf  the  Spanish  est  Indies  sliould  ever  be  alie- 
nated from  the  crown  of  Spain  to  France  or  any 
other  nation.  Gibraltar  and  Minorca  were  ceded 
for  ever  to  England :  .Sicily  was  yielded  to  the 
duke  of  Savoy,  but  to  revert  to  Spain  in  case  of  a 
failure  of  the  line  of  Savoy. 
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The  Catalans^  who,  on  the  most  solemn  assiir-  book  vi. 
ancrs  of  friendship  and  protection  from  £n^-  i^i^i 
land,  had  en^a^d  with  the  utmost  zeal^  and  had  Caseof  tht 
pc^s^^  (  ^ed  with  tlu' most  unsliakcn  lidelity,  in  the 
cause  of  the  archduke  Charles,  were  merely  to 
receive  a  pardon  on  suhmission^  and  to  enjoy,  in 
tl»c  treacherous  words  of  the  conventional  treaty, 

the  privileges  of  the  king's  hest-beloved  sub- 
jects, the  inhabitants  of  the  Castiles."  These  pri- 
vileges consisted  only  in  some  coumiercial  advan-  ' 
tages ;  in  return  for  which  they  were  to  be  di- 
vested oi  thc  ir  constitutional  lil)crties,  ^vhich  they 
prized  as  far  dearer  to  them  than  their  lives.  In 
pursuance  of  the  agreement  entered  into  by  their 
imperial  and  catholic  majesties,  count  >>taremberg 
did  in  fact  deliver  up  Terragona  and  Ostalric* 
and  in  tlie  month  of  IX  cciiibcr  embarked  at 
Barcelona  with  his  troops.  The  people  of  that 
great  city,  the  most  ri^h  and  flourishing  in  8pain, 
resolved  nevertheless  to  defend  themselves  to  the 
last  extremity  ^  unless  they  were  assured  of  freedom 
and  security.  The  blockade  of  Barcelona  was 
forthwith  commenced,  and  the  duke  of  Berwick 
arrived  in  June  1714  from  France,  to  invest  the 
place  in  due  form.  The  court  of  Madrid,  in- 
censed at  the  obstinate  resistance,  of  the  Catalans, 
talked  of  nothing  but  sackings  and  executions; 
and  sent  express  orders  to  M.  Berwick,  not  to  re- 
(^ive  them  op  any  other  terms^  after  the  batteries 

« 
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BooKVL  were  once  begun,  flian  thoee  of  submitting  at  dis* 

i«  13.  cretion :  "  for  the  Spanish  miuisters  never  spoke," 
as  M.  Berwick  assures  us^  "  but  of  the  grandeur 
'of  the  monarch  and  the  justice  of  his  cause.  All 
those  wlio  had  revolted  were  to  be  put  to  the 
sword;  all  those  who  did  not  take  part  against 
^hts  competitor  were  to  be  treated  as  enemies; 
while  those  who  assisted  him  were  supposed 
Heroic  de-  merely  to  hare  done  their  duty/-   Had  more  mo- 

fcnce  of 

Barcelona,  derate  language  been  used,  Barcelona  would,  as 
he  affirms^  haye  capitulated  immediately  after  the 
departure  of  the  imperialists :  but  the  barbarous 
policy  adopted  by  the  court  of  Madrid  made  them 
furious  and  desperatef.  Appealing  to  Heayen, 
and  hanging  up  at  the  high  altar  of  their  cathedral 
the  queen  of  England's  solemn  declaration  to  pro- 
tect them,  they  defended  tbemselyes  with  incre- 
dible resolution,  till  seven  breaches  were  made  iu 
the  body  of  the  place;  their  provision  also  be- 
ing almost  wholly  consumed,  while  no  possibility 
remained  of  receiving  succours.  In  this  state  a 
formal  summons  was  sent  by  M.  Berwick  pre- 
vious to  a  general  assault;  to  which  M.  Viila- 
roel,  the  governor,  replied,  that  he  would  assemble 
the  coundls  to  deliberate  upon  it.  A  final  an- 
swer was  in  a  short  time  returned  by  an  officer  to 
JVL  d'Asfield,  deputed  for  that  purpose  by  the 

*  M.  3erwick'6  Memoirt,  vol.  u.  p. 
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duke  of  Berwick,  "  that  the  people  of  Barcelona  book  vi. 
would  listen  to  do  proposal  whateYcr  for  the  lur-  1713. 
render  of  the  place;"  the  eitizen-oflfieer  adding 
ofhiQiself,  '  Vuestra  exctlleiUia  quierc  algo  man  ? 
^    Does  jour  excellency  desire  any  thing  more^" 
M.  Berwick,  astonished  and  grieved,  then  ordered 
the  assault  (September  13^  1714) ;  and  after  pro- 
digies of  TalOr  on  the  part  of  the  besieged,  the 
city  was  carried  sword  iii  hand  with  dreadful 
slaughter:  but,  by  the  good  conduct  and  vigilant 
efforts  of  tlie  commander,  the  bouses  of  the  inha- 
bitants were  preserved  firom  plunder,  and  the  ex- 
cesses of  the  soldiery  efl^ually  restrained.  Ac- 
cording to  the  acknow  Icdgment  of  the  duke  of 
,  Berwick,  the  loss  of  the  besieging  army  did  not 
amount  to  less  than  ten  thousand  men.    On  the 
surrender  of  the  city,  the  ancient  and  popular 
form  of  government  was  immedii^tely  abolished, 
and  many  examples  of  severity  made ;  though 
the  sanguiuiiry  and  remorseless  revenge  of  the 
court  was  sensibly  mitigated  by  the  wisddm  and 
humanity  of  the  hero  who  achieved  the  con 
questr— a  conquest  honorable  indeed  to*  himself^ 
but  most  disgraceful  to  Spain,  as  yet  fast  bound 
in  the  chains  of  political  and  iutellectual  thral* 
dom;  but  which,  at  the  appointed  period  avraking 
from  its  slumber,  shall  undoubtedly  arise  to  its 
lofty  destiny. 
'Jle  war  in  the  north  of  Europe  still  continu- 

11 
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BOOK  VI.  ed,  much  to  the  disadvantage  of  Sweden.  The 
""^iT^dT^  king  of  Denmark^  who  had  long  courted  the  i»- 
Affair*  of  vors  of  fortiuie  in  vain,  at  lenc^th  succeeded  in  tlu? 
the  North,  ^-^g^  ^£  Stade>  aiul  iu  the  subsequent  reductioa  of 
the  duchy  of  Bremen^  and  contiguous  principa- 
litv  of  \  erdcn.    In  the  mean  lime  tlie  czar  in- 
vaded  Finland  with  a  great  force^  and  reduced 
DiiMtersof  the  wholc  province,  with  Abo  its  capital.  And 
count  Steenbock  the  Swedish  general,  who  had 
long  maintained  his  ground  in  Pomerania  with 
great  coiiraijct^  and  uLilily,  ijustaiiud  agrie\ous 
reverse  of  fortune,  and  w^  cqpipelled io  surreodcr 
with  his  whole  army  prisoners  of  war— ran  uneiT 
pected  event  NNhich  struck  ail  Svvedea  with  con- 
sternation.    After  several  years'  residence  in 
Bender^  the  king  of  Sweden  received  orders  from 
the  Porte  to  quit  the  .0|.touian  territory;  the 
grand  ^ignor  undertaking  to  procure  him  a  saft 
passage  to  his  own  dominions:  but  with  an  ob- 
stinacy apd  rashness  bordering  upon  insanity,  he 
refused  compliance,  and  fortified  himself  in  the 
house  where  he  resided.    But  this  being  carried 
after  sustaining  a  r^ular  assault,  the  king  him- 
self wae  made  a  prisoner  and  conveyed  to  Adi  ian 
o|>te  ;  the  Swedes  who  had  accompanied  him  to 
Turkey  being  for  the  most  part  sold  for  slaves. 
Arter  a  variety  of  romantic  adveatures,  the  king 
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i^f  Sweden  returned  to  his  own  kingdom^  there  to  bookvt, 

in>olve  himself  and  his  subjects  in  new  dangers  1714, 
aiid  new  diiliculties. 

Towards  the  conclusion  of  the  present  jear  Rnb^a*- 
(171J),  the  ascendency  acquired  by  lord  Boling-  otxordio- 
broke  in  the  cabinet  began  plainly  to  appear ; 
and  the  resi sanation  of  the  lord  treasurer  was  the 
pnblic  theme  of  couve^^^a<ion.    This  added  mnch 
to  the  fears  and  apprehensions  of  the  whigs — lord 
Ijoliniibroke  heinj**  areonntcd  (he  anf  !'or  of  all  tlie 
most  obnoxious  and  violent  measures  lately  adopt- 
ed. At  the  end  of  December  the  queen  was  seized 
with  a  severe  lit  of  the  gout^  from  wliich  she  re- 
covered Tery  slowly  and  imperfectly.    The  pub- 
lic funds  fell  prodigiously^  and  there  followed  m 
great  run  upon  the  bank;  but  \he  queen  declaring 
in  a  letter  to  the  lord  mayor  her  intention  to  open 
the  parlianicni  in  person  on  the  16th  of  February 
(  17 14)^  the  alarm  subsided. 

'  On  the  day  prefixed  the  new  parliament  ac«-  Vkm 

cordingiy  met^  being  opened,  notwithstanding  convened, 
the  pfec,edif^  intimation^  by  commission :  and 
sir  Thomas  Hanmer  was  chosen  speaker  without 
opposition.  But  on  the  2d  of  March  tlie  queen 
went  to  the  house  of  lords,  and  delivered  a  po- 
pular spee<  li,  in  which  she  took  occasion  to  rc- 
fuark,  that  there  were  some  who  had  arrived 
{it  that  height  of  malice  as  to  insinuate  that  the  ' 
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BOOKvi.protettant  succession  in  the  house  of  HanoTer 

^'^iTiA^  was  in  danger  under  bcr  government.    "  Those,'* 
said  she,  "  who  go  about  thus  to  distract  the 
minds  of  men  with  imaginary  dangers  can  only 
't>ebnt» on  to  di>iturh  the  present  tranquillity,  and 

^^tb^Tpro^  brinf^  real  mischief  upon  us."  This  declaration 
was  much  better  received  hy  the  commons,  who 
differed  little  from  the  complexion  of  their  inune- 
diatc  predecessors,  than  the  peers,  where  the  whigs 
were  both  numerous  and  powerful.  The  grand 
question  being  brought  forward  by  the  earl  of 
Wharton,  whether  the  protestant  succession  was 
in  danger  under  the  present  administration^  a 
.  very  warm  debate  of  many  hours  eontinuaaea 
ensued ;  and  the  lord  treasurer  Oxford,  laying  Iiis 
hand  upon  his  hearty  declared  "  that  he  bad  on 
so  many  occasions  given  such  signal  proofs  of  his 
aflcction  to  the  protestant  succession,  that  be  was 
confident  no  member  of  that  augi|st  assembly 
could  ever  mean  to  call  it  in  question."  The 
protestant  succession  was  at  length  voted  out  of 
dans^er  by  a  small  majority,  the  numbers  being 
•  se\cutj-bix  against  sixty-four.  Upon  this  occa- 
sion tlie  earl  of  Anglesey^  who  had  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  at  the  head  of  the  trimmers,  with 
various  others  of  that  sagacious  corps,  divided 
with  the  whigs :  and  the  most  probable  reason 
why  so  many  of  this  class  voted  the  protestant 


Diyiiized  by  Google 


ANNB.  523 

•uccessioii  to  be  in  danger,  was  their  firm  persua-  bookvl 
sion  that  it  was  perfectly  safe^  and  would  apee^lj  I7i4. 

take  place.  ^ 

The  carl  of  Whartou  then  ipoved,  that  an  ad-  ^ff^^ 
dress  should  be  presented  to  tbe  queen,  to  isBUf  a 
proclamation  promising  a  reward  to  any  person 
who  should  apprehend  the  Pretender  dead  or  alive: 
to  which  lord  Trevor  very  humanely  and  properly 
proposed  to  add,  !'  in  case  of  his  landing  or  at- 
tempting to  land  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland.- 
To  the  motion  thus  mitigated  and  modified  tlic 
louse  agreed ;  and,  on  its  being  presented  to  the 
queen,  she  replied  in  the  following  terms:  My 
lords,  it  would  be  a  real  strengtheoing  to  the  suc^ 
cession  in  the  house  of  Hanover,  as  well  as  a  sup- 
port to  my  governmeut,  that  an  end  were  put  to 
those  groundless  (ears  and  jealousies  which  have 
been  so  industriously  promoted.    I  do  not  at  thit 
time  see  any  occasion  for  such  a  proclaniauon: 
whenever  I  judge  it  to  be  necessary,  I  shall  give 
my  orders  for  having  it  issued." 

The  next  step  which  the  never-ceasing  jealousy 
of  the  whigs  led  them  to  adopt,  was  to  peisuade  ^ 
the  court  ,of  Herenhausen,  after  much  rt  hu  tanl  j^siaet, 
hesitation  indeed,  to  order  baron  SchuU  tt>  tic- 
mand  of  the  chancellor  a  writ  (ox  the  doctoral 
prince  as  duke  of  Cambridge,  with  a  v  iew  to  his 
residence  in  England,  in  direct  contradictii>n  to 
|he  sentiments  and  policy  they  had  bo  bticnuously 
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B0«  VI.  defended  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  reign. 
1714.    It  was  now  tiie  turn  of  the  torics  to  appose ;  aod 
though  it  was  impossible  to  deny  the  writ^  the 
*•    queen  expresscid  in  a  letter  to  the  princess  Sophia 
her  disapprobation  of  the  design  in  terms  so 
pointed  and  foreible,  that  it  was  (liouglit  expe- 
dient to  lay  it  aside.  Her  majesty  not  only  stated 
her  surprise' that  an  attempt  should  be  made  $o 
deroc;atory  from  her  dignity  and  royal  authority, 
but      determination  to  oppose  it,  hoTcever  fatal 
the  co//  <?r(/;/r;h  i  >  })ii2,ht  be.'*    And  the  carl  of  Ox- 
ford, in  a  letter  to  baron  Wassenaer  (  April  17 14), 
after  declaring  his  unalterable  and  devoted  at- 
tachment to  the  inicfc^is  of  the  electoral  family^ 
informs  him  in  confdetwe,  that  one  thing  only 
can  prejudice  the  succession  in  that  serene  house; 
which  is,  the  endeavour  to  bring  them  or  any 
of  them  over  without  the  (|Heen*s  consent.  In 
order  to  prove  the  sincerity^of  his  professions,  the 
lord  treasurer  had,  in  the  course  of  the  present 
session,  oilered  to  Schutz  the  option  of  an  act  cui- 
powering  the  electress  to  name  all  the  regents,  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  ^reat  ofiTicers  of  state  ;  which 
it  M  ould  have  been  the  grossest  folly  to.have  pro- 
posed, had  any  real  design  been  harboured  inimi- 
cal to  the  succession.     But  the  whig  leaders 
treated  the  offer  as  artful  and  insidious,  saying, 
ihiii  he  onl  y  wanted  an  opportunity  of  tampering' 

with  the  act  of  successiop.      hough  the  conduct 
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of  fbe  elector  had  been  very  indisereet  ih  regard  book  vl 
to  the  two  important  points  of  the  war  aud  tlie  i7i4. 
.writ  demaoded  for  the  electoral  prince^  yet  was 
it  upon  the  whole  cautious^  temperate^  and  judi- 
cious. It  appears  that  the  leaders  of  the  whig 
Jpwtiy  entertained  at  times  schemes  and  projects 
highly  romantic  and  cxtravai^untj  and  that  thejr 
had^  in  particular^  a  plan  in  contemplation  for 
the  elector  to  convey  himself  to  England  at  the 
liead  of  a  hody  of  IlaiioveriaQ  troops ;  aud  if  the 
States  General  refused  to  provide  ships  for  the 
purpose,  it  was  suii^^ested  that  they  mi<2^ht  be  had 
irom  the  kiug  of  Deooiark.  Of  this  proposition 
the  elector  declared  his  total  disapprobation 
and  Robethon,  iu  his  dispatches  to  England, 
treats  the  whole  plan  as  dangerous,  absurd,  and 
impracticable.  Some  of  those/*  says  lord  Bo* 
linghroke^  who  charged  the  queen's  ministers 
after  her  death  with  imaginary  treasons,  had  been 
guilty  durinu;  her  life  of  real  treasons."  And 
certainly  if  the  ends  which  the  whigs  proposed  to 
^themselves  were  just  and  laudable,  the  means 
which  they  scrupled  not  to  cm|:loy  must  be  ac- 
knowledged highly  unwarrantable.  But  at  this 
period  the  still  voice  of  reason  was  lost  amidst 
the  loud  and  ceaseless  clamors  of  hostile  and  con- 

• 

tending  factions,  actuated  not  by  patriotism  but 

anibitiuu,  aiming  at  power,  and  ea^er  for  revenge. 
.  The  earl  of  Oxford  was  not  ignorant  of  these 
machinations;  as  a  public  proof  of  which  he 
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BOOK  vr.  moved  in  the  home  of  peen  a  bill  "  for  the  fur* 
1714.  ther  security  of  the  protestant  succession,"  making 
it  high  treason  to  bring  foreign  troops  into  the 
kingdom.  But  it  was  forcibly  objected,  that  a 
law  against  bringing  troops  into  Great  Britain  to 
support  the  cause  of  the  Pretender  was  unneces- 
•ary;  since  ifucb  troops,  if  foreigners,  might  be 
treated  as  enemies ;  if  natives,  might  be  punished 
as  rebels:  and  the  bill  was  silently  dropped. 

It  was  a  great  object  with  the  elector  to  pro- 
cure a  royal  appanage  for  his  mother  the  electress, 
t^ho  complained  that  she  had  as  yet  gained  no- 
thing by  the  English  succession  but  some  sheets 
of  parchment.  Mr.  Thomas  Harley,  when  at  Ha* 
Bover,  had  flattered  the  electoral  court  that  the 
lord  treasurer  would  contribute  to  this  with  all 
bis  power,  acknowledging  that  nothing  cfould  be 
more  just — yet  it  was  never  mentioned  in  parlia- 
ment by  either  tories  or  whigs.  On  the  contrary, 
the  latter  w^fe  Tcry  earnest  and  importunate  in 
their  applications  for  money  to  the  elector,  who 
parted  with  it,  as  may  well  be  imagined,  yen  re-v 
luctantly.  And  when  it  was  proposed  to  him  to 
advance  a  large  sum  to  secure  a  majority  of  mem* 
bers  at  the  last  general  election,  he  absolutely  and 
very  properly  refused,  saying,  that  the  court 
would  always  have  the  heai^iest  purse :  that  the 
nation  must  exert  itself,  for  that  he  could  not  save 
them  against  their  will."  The  death  of  the  elect- 
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Brunswic  wds,  by  an  order  of  the  court,  prayed  i7i4. 
for  by  name  in  all  churches  and  chapels  through-  SlTpri^ 


out  England^  as  presumptiye  heir  to  the  English 
crown.  The  princess  Sophia  was  a  woman  of 
excellent  understanding,  highly  esteemed  for  her 
virtues,  and  admired  for  her  personal  and  intel- 
lectual accomplishments.  She  was  one  of  those 
extraordinary  persons  over  whom  time  seems  to 
have  no  power.  Walking  and  conversing  with 
her  usual  cheerfulness  in  the  gardens  of  the  pa- 
lace of  Herenhausen,  she  was  suddenly  seized 
with  an  apoplectic  fit,  and  expired  in  the  arms  of 
the  electoral  princess. 

In  May,  a  bill  to  prevent  the  growth  of  schism  sdusmBUi 
was  introduced,  by  which  dissenters  were,  under 
very  severe  penalties,  prohibited  from  all  inter- 
iierence  in  the  business  of  education.  Of  this,  as 
of  all  the  more  daring  and  violent  measures  of  the 
present  administration,  h)rd  JJolingbroke  was  be- 
lieved to  be  the  chief  adviser.  Notwitlistanding 
the  utmost  efforts  of  the  whigs,  who  were  in- 
flamed with  a  just  indignation  at  this  atrocious 
invasion  of  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  this  de- 
testable bill,  declared  by  Mr.  Walpole  "  to  be 
more  like  a  decree  of  Julian  the  Apostate  than  a 
law  enacted  by  a  protestant  parliament,''  passed 
through  the  house  of  commons  by  a  \cry  great, 
minority,  viz  237  against  126  voices.    It  was 
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^amTL        carried  by  sir  William  Wjadham,  the  ori« 

'^j^J^  gi  i.il  mover  of  it,  up  to  the  house  of  lords,  where 
it  excited  one  of  the  most  v  ioleat  and  memorable 
debates  which  had  occurred  since  the  Revolution. 
The  couducl  of  lord  Boliagbroke  upon  this  oc- 
casion clearly  demonstrated  that  the  unprincipled 
^rontery  of  infidelity  may  produce  effects  nearly 
similar  to^  and  full  as  fatal  as,  the  most  bigoted 
and  furious  fanaticism.  This  nobleman,  on  tht 
Urst  readmit  of  the  bill,  declared  it  to  be  of  tlic 

*  bighcfit  importance,  since  it  concerned  the  security 
•f  the  church  of  England,  the  best  and  firmed 
support  of  the  monarchy — boih  which  all  good 
men,  and  more  especially  the  members  of  that  . 
august  assembly,  who  derive  their  lustre  from  and 
are  nearest  the  throne,  ought  to  have  most  at 
lieart.  Disclaiming  in  strong  language  the  cha- 
racter of  a  iolii;ious  persecutor,  he  admitted  that 
an  indulgence  to  tender  consciences,  which  the 
prejudice  of  education  and  long  habits  have  ren« 
dered  scrupulous,  might  be  agreeable  to  the  rules 
of  good  policy  and  humanity ;  yet  he  denied  that 
government  was  from  hence  under  any  obliga* 
tion  to  indulge  a  tcnckrncas  of  conscience  to  convt, 
or  to  connive  at  the  propagating  of  these  proju' 
dices,  and  at  the  forming  of  these  habits.  The 
evil  efi'cct  was  indeed  without  remedy,  and  might 
therefore  deserve  indulgence;  but  the  evil  cause 
\Ya:»  to  be  prevented,  ajid  could  of  couiicc^ueucc 
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fftiltitled  to  none :  and  he  concluded  with  moving  book  vi. 
thai  it  be  read  a  second  time.   Upon  this  ^weep-  i7i4 
ing  and  monstrous  maxim  protestantism  might 
in  a  short  time  be  eradicated  from  the  Catholic^ 
And  Christianity  from  the  Mahommedan  countries 
of  Europe.    The  motion  ^vas  opposed  by  the 
lords  Cowper^  Wharton^  Halifax^  Townshend^ 
Nottingham,  &c.    It  is  a  singular  fact,  that  both 
the  great  leaders  of  the  administration,  Oxford 
and  Boliogbroke,  were  educated  in  the  principles 
of  nonconformity ;  and,  in  allusion  to  this  cir- 
cumstance^ the  earl  of  Wharton  expressed  his  sur- 
prise to  see  men  brought  up  in  the  bosom  of  dis- 
sent^ become  tlie  most  zealous  champions  of  the^ 
cfaurch«^nd  those  who  had  been  indebted  for 
their  great  acquirements  to  the  seminaries  de* 
scribed  in  the  bill,  most  forward  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  them.      It  was  melancholy,''  his  lord- 
ship said,  "  that,  at  a  time  when  the  nation  was 
menaced  with  the  dangers  of  popery  and  slavery^ 
a  bill  should  be  introduced  tending  to  create  di- 
visions amongst  protestants,  to  weaken  their  inte- 
resti  and  to  hasten  their  ruin.   This  would  in- 
deed be  wonderful,  did  we  not  know  the  madness 
of  those  statesmen  who  had  devised  and  now  stood 
forward  as  the  supporters  of  the  present  bill.  To 
any  other  description  of  jjersons  it  would  seem 
preposterous  to  style  that  schism  in  England 
which  is  the  establislied  religion  of  Scotland 
Vol.  11.  jf  m 
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BooK^i.  the  counterpart  of  the  measure  was  still  wanting; 
1^14.  and  he  cxp^^cted  the  Scotch  peers  in  the  houso 
would  move  lor  aaothei'  bill  to  preveat  ibe  growth 
of  schism  in  their  own  country.  Precedents  and 
authorities  had  been  cited  in  favour  of  the  present 
measure^  but  tiicre  was  one  authoiity  of  the  highest 
weight  against  it  which  had  not  yr t  been  mentioned. 
He  arkno\vledp;'xl  that  it  would  have  come  with 
most  force  and  propriety  (turning  round  to  the 
bishops)  from  thaf  venerable  bench  ;  but  since 
thi  ir  lordhbijis  Iiad  been  wholly  silent  in  this  de- 
bate, he  would  himself  tell  them,  that  it  was  the 
rule  of  the  Gospel  to  do  unto  others  as  we  wonid 
be  done  unto."  The  carl  of  NottiDgham»  who^ 
attachment  to  the  church  no  one  would  venture 
to  call  in  question,  owued,  "  he  had  formerly 
been  of  opinion  that  the  occasional  conformity  of 
dissenters  was  dans^crous  to  the  established  church, 
and  therefore  he  had  ever  promoted  the  bill  to 
prevent  it ;  but  that,  the  church  having  now  that 
seeuritj,  he  believed  her  safe  and  out  of  danger^ 
and  therefore  he  thought  himself  in  conacienct 
obliged  to  oppose  so  barbarous  a  law  as  this.'* 
The  lord  treasurer,  agreeably  to  his  weak,  waver- 
ing, and  mysterious  policy,  contented  himself 
with  saying,  "  that  he  had  not  vet  considered  of 
the  bill,  but,  when  he  had  he  would  vote  accord- 
ing as  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  either  for  the  good 
or  detriment  of  the  country:  he  declared  there- 
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fore  for  the  second  reading.'*  But  in  the  subse-  bqok  vi. 
queut  stages  of  the  bill  he  absented  himself  from 
the  house.  A  petition  from  the  dissenters  to  be 
heard  by  counsel  against  the  bill  was  rejected  bj 
72  voices  against  66.  In  the  progress  of  the  bu-r 
siness  a  clause  was  inserted^  extending  the  opera* 
tion  of  the  bill  to  Ireland^  though  the  duke  of 
Shrewsbury,  lord  lieutenant  of  the  kingdom,  de* 
clarcd  strongly  acainst  it,  by  a  majority  of  5?  to 
61  voices:  and  the  general  and  final  question, 
that  the  bill  do  now  pass,  was  carried  by  77  to  7S 
voices.  The  royal  assent  was  given,  on  the  25th 
of  Jnne,  to  the  schism  act,  which  was  to  take  ef* 
feet  on  the  1st  of  August  following:  but,  in  the 
destined  course  of  events,  on  that  very  day  a  re-» 
verse  of  fortune  fatal  tp  the  authors  of  this  infa^* 
mous  bill  took  place — the  dynasty  of  the  Stuarts 
eame  to  its  termiifation,  and  the  last  spark  of  that 
direfal  honse  went  out. 

Not  to  anticipate  too  far,  it  is  sufficient  to  say^ 
that  this  was  the  ultimate  triumph  of  tbetory 
party,  many  of  whom  were  undoubtedly  disposed 
to  have  gone  far  greater  lengths.  But  the  queen's  . 
constitution  was  now  so  entirely  broken,  that  it 
was  evid(|nt  hhe  approached  towards  the  conclu- 
sion of  her  life ;  and  the  ministers  of  the  crown, 
in  the  alarming  prospect  of  her  dissolution, 
thought  of  little  else  than  their  private  interests 
and  personal  safety:   Oxford  and  Bolingbrok^ 

M  M  2 
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BOOK  VI.  were  now  so  exasperated  against  each  other,  thai 
1714  they  could  not  abstain  from  the  most  indecent 
and  bitter  altercation,  cscn  in  the  presence  of  the 
queen.  On  the  8th  of  June  the  earl  of  Ox- 
ford presented  a  nienioiial  to  the  queeHj 
coutaioing  a  recapitulation  of  the  principal 
erents  of  his  administration  — vindicating:  his 
own  conduct,  and  reiiectiug  with  great  acrimonjr 
upon  that  of  his  antagonist,  whom  he  charged 
with  endcavourinc^  to  enlist  a  separate  party  for 
himself  in  the  house  of  commons  from  the  begin- 
ning of  February  1711.  And  in  bis  usual  ob- 
scure and  mysterious  language,  he  declares,  thai" 
the  transactions  which  passed  during  his  loi^ 
confinement  and  absence  from  business,  from  the 
attempt  of  Guiscard,  were  too  black  to  mention." 
But  this  remonstrance  'made  no  impression 
upon  the  mind  of  the  queen,  now  entirely  alie- 
nated from  the  lord  treasurer,  whose  ascendency 
OTer  her  had  for  some  years  been  unshaken  and 
absolute.  Not  a  single  measure  however  was 
adopted  at  this  critical  period  by  the  confidential 

Measures  ministers  of  the  crown,  from  which  it  could  be  in- 
ferred  that  they  eutertaiaed  designs  inimical  to 

^^^^  the  protestant  succession.  On  the  contrary,  at- 
tempts having  been  made  to  enlist  men  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Pretender,  a  proclamation  was  imme- 
diately issued,  promising  a  reward  of  5000/.  for 
apprehending  the  Pretender  wheueYcr  he  should 
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ImA,  or  attempt  to  laud,  in  Great  Britain  or  Ire-  book  vl 

land.   Both  houses  voted  an  address  of  thanks  for  1714^ 
this  proclamation ;  and  the  commons^  as  a  fur- 
ther and  dcmonstratiye  proof  of  their  attachment 
to  the  protestant  succession,  assured  her  majesty, 

that  they  ^vould,  out  of  the  first  aids^  grant  tho 
sum  of  100,000/.  as  a  further  reward  to  any  w  ho 
shall  perform  so  great  a  service  to  her  miyesty  and 
her  idngdoms ;  and  also  that  they  would  heartily, 
concur  with  her  majesty  in  all  other  measures  for 
extinguishing  the  hopes  of  the  Pretender,  and  all 
his  open  and  secret  ahettors :  and  this  address 
was  presented  to  the  queen  by  the  whole  house. 
At  the  same  time,  lord  Bolingbroke  himself 
brought  in  a  hill,  denouncing  the  pcnaltif's  of  high 
treason  against  those  who  should  enlist  or  be  en- 
listed in  the  Pretender's  service.  On  the  9th  of 
July  the  liession  was  terminated  by  a  speech  from 
the  tiirone,  in  which  the  queen  affirmed,  '*  that 
her  chief  concern  w  as  to  preserve  the  protestant 
religion,  the  liberty  of  her  subjects,  and  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  kingdom." 

On  the  27th  of  July  (1714)  the  earl  of  Ox-DUmisMon 
ford,  who  in  the  presence  of  the  queen  had  of  o^^^ 
thrown  out  an  inipolt  iit  menace  to  leave  some 
persons  as  low  as  he  found  them,"  was  unex- 
pectedly divested  of  the  staff  of  treasurer ;  and 
Bolinghroke  found  himself  elevated  to  (ho  sum- 
mit of  power  by  the  sudden  aod  total  fall  of  his 
fiyti.   This  splendid  pre-eminence,  however,  he 
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BOOK  vi.eiijojed  ouly  for  a  moincat.  The  queen,  wtio 
^"^^^  wils  perceived  to  be  extremely  agitated  from  the 
time  of  the  dismission  of  lord  Oxford,  never  rer 
covered  her  composure  of  miad  ;  but>  as  if  alto- 
gether exhausted  by  incessant  fatigue^  chagrin, 
and  vexation,  prrachially  sank  iulo  a  kind  of  le- 
tbargy>  in  wliich  death-like  state  she  remained 
Ibr  several  9uccessive  days,  deriving  no  relief  from 
any  efforts  of  the  medit  al  art. 

Whatever  projects  Bolingbroke  might  have  in 
.  contemplation,  they  were  entirely  disconcerted  by 
the  tiruiness  and  spirit  with  ^vhich  tlie  leaders 
of  the  vrhig  party  acted  upon  this  occasion.  A 
mooting  of  the  privy  couit  il  bei'.ig  convened  when 
the  queen  was  apparently  on  the  verge  of  depar- 
ture^ the  dukes  of  Somerset  and  Argyll  entered 
the  council  chamber,  without  any  previous  sum- 
mons>  to  the  astonishment  of  the  majority  of  the 
members:  but  tlie  duke  of  Shtewsbury  arose  auJ 
thanked  them  for  their  readiue^s  to  assist  the 
council  in  that  critical  juncture.  They  then  took 
their  placed ;  audit  bcin*^  represented  as  of  the 
highest  importance  that  the  olhce  of  lord  trea- 
surer should  be  immediately  fiiled,  the  duke  of 
Shrewsbury,  already  ()r(  i.pyiiig  the  posts  of  lord 
high  ch2lmberlain>  and  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
was  propose  d  and  unauiuuuisly  agreed  upon  us 
the  httest  person  for  that  great  trust.  The 
queen's  phv^icians^  on  examination^  assuring  the 
council  that  her  miycsty  was  still  sensible,  tlii 
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cfaancellor  and  several  other  lords  were  imaiiiatcd  loox  vl 


to  attend  her.    On  beinjj;  informed  of  the  recom-  j^^^ 
mcndiiiiua  of  the  piivy  council^  slie  expressed 
her  entire  approbatioo  of  it,  aad,  giving  witk 
her  own  hands  th^  treasurer's  stalVto  the  duke, 
charged  him  ''.to  use  it  for  the  good  of  her  peo- 
ple." The  queen,  after  an  interval  of  some  hours, 
relapsing  into  her  lethargic  fitate,  the  couucil  pro- 
ceeded by  the  most  vigorous  measures  to  provide 
for  the  security  of  the  kin2;dom.    Orders  were  • 
dispatched  to  several  regiments  of  horse  and  dra* 
goons  to  march  towards  the  metropolis.  Dinec^ 
tions  were  given  for  equipping  a  fleet  with  all  ex- 
pedition.   An  express  was  sent  off  to  the  elector 
of  Hanover,  siprnifyins:,  that  the  queen's  life  was  ' 
despaired  of ;  and  desiring  that  he  would,  with- 
out delay,  repair  to  Holland,  where  he  would  find 
a  llritiish  squadron  ready  to  convoy  him  to  Eni^- 
land.    Instructions  were  at  the  same  time  dis* 
patched  to  the  earl  of  Strafford,  ambassador  at  the 
Hague,  to  demaud  from  the  States  the  performance 
of  their  engagements,  as  g^uarantees  of  the  pro* 
testant  succession  :  and  the  heralds  at  arms  were 
kept  in  waiting  in  order  to  proclaim  the  new  king 
the  instant  the  throne  should  become  vacant. 
The  queen  continued  to  breathe  ratlier  than  to  Death  of 
live  till  Sunday  mornings  Aug.  1,  1714,  when  she 
expired  in  the  50th  vear  of  her  acre,  and  of 
her  leij^.    Mq  symptoms  of  popular  tumult  or 
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BOOK  VI.  discontent  appeared  on  the  proclamation  of  the 
^^^^  succesior,  but  on  the  contrary  it  was  receiTed 
with  every  token  of  joy  ;  and,  whatever  might  be 
intended^  it  is  certain  nuthiug  was  attempted  and 
much  less  effected  by  the  late  queen  and  her  mi^ 
nisters  in  favor  of  the  Pretender.  The  death  of 
that  princess  mnstj  notwithstanding;  upon  the 
whole^  be  regarded  as  a  very  seasonable  and  ibr«> 
tunate  event;  for  had  Boliugbroke  been  fully 
established  in  the  post  of  prime  minister^  it  is 
impossible  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  mischief 
which  might  eventually  have  resulted  from  the 
union  of  such  uncommon  talents  with  luch  a  to-» 
tal  vvar.t  or  disregard  oi  principle. 
Review  of     Of  the  favorabl^  opinion  universally  enter«t 

rsicter  of 

tained  by  the  English  nation  respecting  the  ge- 
^IST  neral  purity  and  rectitude  of  intention  which 
distiogutfibed  this  last  and  best  of  the  sovereigns 
of  the  house  of  Stuart,  the  epithet  of  the  good 
queen  Anne^  so  commonly  applied  to  this  prin- 
cess>  is  itself  a  sufficient  proof.  This  goad  queen, 
however,  had  imbibed  in  a  very  great  degree  the 
hereditary  prejudices  of  her  family  respecting  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  regal  authority ;  and 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  successful  fe- 
sistance  of  the  nation  to  the  late  kin^  James  was 
in  her  eves  justilied  only  by  the  attenipts  made  to 
establish  popery  upon  the  ruius  of  the  protestant 
religion;  to  which/  in  the  form  exhibiting  itself 
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to  licr  perception,  as  inculcated  and  professed  by  BooKVf. 
the  ehurch  of  £nglaDd>  she  enterUiDed  a  zealous  ^^^^ 
attachment,  or  rather  a  blind  and  bigoted  devoi- 
tioo.  As  her  prejudices,  civil  and  religious,  prer 
eisely  coincided  with  those  of  the  lories^  she  ch^ 
rished  a  strong  predilection  for  that  powerful 
and  dangerous  faction,  in  opposition  to  the  whig^ 
who  were  considered  for  the  most  part  as  latitn* 
dinarians  in  religion,  or,  at  best,  as  cool  and  luluv 

• 

warm  friends  of  the  church ;  and  who  certainlj 
regarded  the  particular  mode  in  which  the  pro- 
testant  religion  was  professed  as  of  little  import- 
ance,  when  put  in  competition  with  the  preserva- 
tion, enlargemciil,  or  security  of  the  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberties  of  the  kingdom.  But  however 
blamealile  were  the  maxims  and  measures  of  her 
admin istratiouj  the  queen,  individually  consider* 
ed,  merits  our  pity  at  least  as  much  as  our  cen- 
sure. Her  partiality  for  her  own  family,  and  he/ 
dislike  of  the  house  of  Hanover,  w  ere  natural  and 
pardonable.  The  queen's  political  conduct  more- 
over, notwitli.standing  her  high  theuictical  prin- 
ciples of  government,  was  uniformly  regulated  by 
the  strictest  regard  to  the  laws  and  liberties  of  the 
kingdom,  for  the  welfare  of  \\hich  slic  entertained 
^ven  a  maternal  solicitude.  And  if  ever  she  in* 
dulged  the  idea  of  causing  the  crown  at  her  de- 
cease to  revert  to  the  hereditary,  and  doubtless  as 
||ie  jimagined  the  truf  and  rightful^  claimant^  it 
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aooK  VT.  wa«  only  on  conditions  which  in  her  opinion 
"^^^14^  would  have  effect imlly  secured  botli  the  protestant 
reiir^ion,  and  the  English  constitution^  from  the 
faazardof  future  violation.  In  her  person  thequeen 
Mas  comely  and  majpstic.  Her  voice  was  liar- 
monious ;  she  was  not  deficient  in  any  of  the  ac- 
complishments  of  her  sex ;  and  she  was  a  mod<A 
of  relative  and  domestic  virtues.  Her  disposi- 
tion was,  upon  the  whole,  easy  and  gentle,  though 
on  particular  ort  aslons  ^omi'what  hiiUcn  and  re- 
sentful; and  she  discovered  an  excessive  jealousy 
of  the  minutest  encroachments  upon  her  autho- 
rity. Ilcr  capacity  was  extremely  limited,  but 
her  intentions  were  always  upright  and  laudable; 
'  and  throurjhoiit  the  entire  course  of  her  reign, 
wheUicr  under  liic  inflniMire  of  whigsor  tDiics, 
she  could  boast  the  high  and  flattering  eulogium 
pfa  boundless  and  ivrcsiiiiioie  popularity. 
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yiCTORX  OF  LA  HOGUE, 

4.  D.  I0y2. 

liETTEa  ^ROM  APMIRAL  RUSSCL  TO  THE  EABL  OJP 

NOTTINGIIAX. 

G{p<;  BarjUuv  S.  Jf\  distancc.'i  leagues.  May  ^0, 1692, 

^*  YI]S  ri]Iv[)A Y  riI)oiit    in  the  niorninir,  Cnpc  Bar-j 
fieur  bearin<^  S.  W.  and  S.  dislana^  seven  Icairucs,  my 
tconts  made  the  signal  for  seeing  (he  enemy.  The  wind 
westerly,  the  French  bore  down  upon  mey  and  at  eleren 
en<^a2^e(l  me,  but  at  some  distance.  We  continued  ficrlit- 
ing  till  half  an  hour  past  five  in  t)ic  evening,  at  wlikU 
time  the  enemy  towed  away  with  all  their  boats,  and  we 
after  them.   It  was  calm  all  day.   Abont  six  there  was 
an  ens^aajpmcnt  to  the  westward  of  me,  wliicli  I  supposed 
to  be  the  blue.    It  continued  calm  all  niirlit.    1  can 
^ive  HQ  particular  account  of  things  but  tJiat  the  French 
were  beaten,  and  I  .am  now  steering  away  for  Conquct 
Road,  havinir  a  fresh  gale  easterly,  but  extremely  fo^gy. 
I  suppoM'  that  is  iho  place  they  desiirn  for.    Ifit  please 
God  tos^Mul  us  a  little  clear  weatlier,  1  doubt  not  we  sliall 
heat  their  whole  fleet.   I  saw  in  the  night  three  or  four 
ships  blow,  np,  but  I  know  not  what  they  were.   So  soon 
as  I  am  a!)le  to  give  a  more  particular  relation,  I  will 
not  be  wanting.** 
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Subsequent  accounts  aiiiru)  that  five  Froncli  ships  of 
the  line  were  lost  by  the  eogagement,  including  M.  Ga« 
liaret*fi,  admiral  of  tbc  blue  squadron,  of  ninety  gnns. 
No  ship  slrurk  her  colours,  but  Ihev  npji'^nr  to  Imvc 
been  evacuated  by  the  cucmy^  and  dehtro\  (xl  during  the 
night.  Very  glorious  supplements  to  the  account  of 
Admiral  Russel  mrere  furnished  by  the  yice  admirals  De* 
laval  and  Uooke:  tlic  first  of  wliom  burnt,  off  Cherburir, 
the  Solcil  lioyal,  M.  ^'ourvillc's  own  sliip,  uilh  theAd- 
xnirable  of  JO^  gnns,  and  the  Gonquerant  of  SO,  with 
three  smallef  vessels — Greater  zeal  and  greater  bravery/' 
jays  this  ijnllant  commander  in  his  official  dispatch,  "  I 
never  sinv."  Aduiirul  Jiooke  met  with  s!ill  more  splen- 
did snVccss,  burning  and  destroying  no  less  than  thirteen 
of  the  enemy  *s  great  ships,  stranded  at  La  Hogue,  by  ex- 
Iraordinafy  exertions  of  naval  skill  and  valor  :  bedsides 
store-ships  and  trausporls.  Mr.  Uooke  in  person  com- 
manded the  boats,  being,  as  was  observed  of  him  on  this 
occasion,  "  not  only  first  in  command  but  first  also  in 
danger,"  And  the  chief  s^\nry  of  this  ever-memorable 
action,  which  has  rendered  lac  name  of  La  iiogue  fa- 
mous in  naval  histoiy,  the  concurring  voice  of  posterity 
has  justly  awarded  to  admiral  sir  George  Rooke ;  thai 
officer  receiving  firom  the  kincr  the  well-earned  re  ward  oj( 
a  kiiighjiiood  and  a  pension  lor  this  great  service* 
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RCLATIVX  TO  TIIK 

SECOND  TREATY'  OF  PARTriTON. 

J.  D.  1700. 

THE  first  treaty  of  partlUoii  lKtw»cii  Great  Britain, 
Franco,  and  llollrind — coiifonnabJy  lo  wbkh  iSpaiu  oud 
the  Indies,  with  the  Low  Countries,  were  allotted  to  the 
electoral  prince  of  Bavaria,  and  tlie  kingdoms  of  Naples, 
Sicily,  ami  S  irilinia,  A\en'  aiuic-\Ovl  lo  the  monarchy  of 
France,  was  signed  at  l.iOO,  OctolxT  1  f ,  I(i9S«  But  the 
king  of  Spain,  previouslj  apprized  of  the  negotiations 
carried  on  bj  the  kinirs  of  France  and  England,  and  iit 
the  Iiii»hest  de^^rec  oiiiMulrd  at  the  prcsinnptioii  of  these 
foreign  pDle.'jtate^,  had  made  a  will  in  the  preceding 
month  of  June,  by  which  he  appointed  the  prince  of 
Bavaria  sob  heir  of  his  vast  dominions. 
•  In  this  diipobilion  it  is  pro!)abIe,  notwitlistanding  the 
existing  treaty,  that  the  contending  powers  of  Austria 
and  France  might  have  ultimately,  however  reluctantly, 
acquiesced  ;  but  unfortunately,  the  prince,  an  infant  ot 
4Cvo;i  ycar<  o}'ai;e,  died  in  the  month  of  February  1699. 
A  sc'cond  treaty  was  tlien  set  on  loot  and  concluded 
March  iCjth,  1700,  by  the  former  high  contracting  par* 
ties,  agreeably  to  which  Spain  and  the  Indies,  with  the 
Jvow  Countries  and  Sardinia,  were  consigned  to  the 
archduke  Charles,  second  son  of  the  rini)eror,  and  the 
SipilijBs,  j^c.  ceded  in  full  right  to  the  dauphin.  But  ia 
th0  month  of  June  in  the  same  year,  his  catholic 
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jcsfy,  bialily  iiidignaiit  at  lliis  new  in^uli,  signed  a5C< 
cond  will  in  favor  of  (be  arclidakey  constituting  him 
his  universal  heir.  This  vrill  was  transmitted  (o  YiennSf 
aud  it  iinmciliaiely  (Ictcnuined  the  emperor  to  resist  tbc 
tolicUations  of  France  and  the  maritime  powers  to  ac- 
cede to  the  treaty  of  partition.  On  the  dOth  Jnlj  1700| 
count  ITanracli,  in  (he  name  of  his  impcriil  mrijf^ty,  in* 
formed  M.  de  V  illars,  "  that  the  em[ieror,  considering 
the  king  of  Spain  to  be  in  good  health,  and  of  sucb  an 
age  that  he  might  very  well^  with  the  blessing  of  God| 
hope  for  issue  of  his  own,  did  not  think  it  bccomini^, 
Capet'ially  for  him  that  was  his  uncle,  to  make  a  division 
of  his  succession.  That  he  hoped  this  answer  would 
not  interrupt  the  good  intelligence  between  himself  and 
his  mo>t  christian  majesty,  and  that  he  would  pro- 
civd  to  the  nomination  of  a  third,  which  would  but  em* 
broil  matters  the  more*  That  when  the  succession  hap- 
pened to  fail, he,  thecmp(  l  or,  thought  it  justly  Iwlongcd 
to  him,  and  that  ai'ier  the  extinction  of  the  male  line  of 
the  house  uf  Austria  it  belonged  to  the  house  of  Savtn  . 
A  similar  declaration  was  made  to  Mr.  Sutton  and  Mr. 
Ifope^  the  English  and  Dutch  ministers  at  the  court  of 
V  ienna. 

Notwithstanding  the  settlement,  which  the  partiality 
of  the  king  of  Spain  to  the  house  of  Austria  bad  thos 
induced  him  to  make,  the  views  of  the  nation  at  lar?e, 
and  of  tlie  leading  ix*r.sons  concerned  in  the  admin  it  ra- 
tion of  afiairs,  were  raanilestly  fixed  upon  the  duke  ot 
Anjou,  second  son  of  the  dauphin,  as  successor  to  the 
reigning  monarch.  Various  causes  concurred  to  pro* 
ducc  this  unexpected  and  extraordinary  preference. 
The  chief  of  these  was  the  dread,  approaching  to  horror, 
vniversall j  entertained  by  the  Spaniards  of  all  taniksi 
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(fom  (be  grandee  to  the  |)ensan<,  of  a  (Ilsinembenncut  of 
iiie  Spaaisih  monftrcby,  and  (lie  opinion  almott  as  unU 
wsally  prevalent  tlmi  the  power  of  France  alone  could 
avert  this  fatal  ritasf rophc*.  A  second  cauho  \\as  the 
apprehension  that  the  catholic  religion  would  be  en- 
^hmgaed  ihonld  the  archduke  be  compelled  to  solicit 
the  protection  of  the  heretical  powers  of  En£jlaiul  and 
Holland.  Jfhe  third  cause  of  the  ribiii<;  ascendency  of 
the  French  interest  originated  in  the  secret  intrigues^ 
Ivibes,  promises,  and  caresses  of  the  marquis  de  Har* 
court,  the  ambassador  of  I'rance  at  Madrid^  a  ueguliatur 
of  the  most  c^iiisnramnte  art  and  address. 

In  the  result  a  third  will  was  made,  and  signed  Octo* 
ber  2,  1700,  hj  which  the  king  of  Spain  constituted  tha 
dake  of  Anjuu  liis  sole  and  universal  heir:  aiul  on  the 
1st  November  following  that  monarch  breathed  bis  last. 
No  sooner  was  this  interesting  intelligence  announced  at 
the  court  of  Versailles  than  a  grand  conncil  was  held, 
and  a  rcsolulion  finally  taken  to  accept  the  will  in  de- 
rogation of  the  treaty  of  partition  actually  existing  be- 
tween the  most  christian  king  and  the  maritime  powers. 
The  grounds  on  which  France  rested  her  vindication  of 

*     Le  martp  is  de  Balbasez  de  la  maison  de  Spinola  Contefller 

d'Etat  pHrIa  le  premier  (A.  D.  !69S)  an  marquit  d'Harcourt.  Pea 

a  pfU  (J'.iulro--  :nai.cli  ofliciers  priii  ipaux  vircnt  llarcourt,  6c  clia- 
cuii  d'eux  lil  quclqiif  conlideiK't'  pour  sutceder  au  Koi  leiir  maitrp, 
tsperaiit  (jLi'if  in^int u ndroil  la  iiir.uarchie  d'Espagne  en  son  enticr, 
sani  soiillrir  le  niuiiuiie  aeiJieaibrt^?ni.Mit  des  Llats  dojit  dk*  etoit 
conipcKiee.    iiUe  et*»it  aiors  iucapable  dc  les  conserver  &  ch-  d^- 
feadxe  par  elie-m^mc  6puis6tf  d'argent,  denu^  de  troupes  &  de 
Taisseaux ;  c'etoii  uo  corps  saot  ame  que  la  France  devoit  aniiner  & 
soutenir  k  ses  dl&pens  dans  I'ancien  St  le  nouveau  moaii/'^Sii' 
moires  dcM*de  Tvrcy,  vol.  i.  p.  ^-^SS. 
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Ibk  flagrant  violation  of  public  fiuth  aie  (has  r^aJM  iH 
a  letter  from  the  earl  of  Manchester,  ambassador  at  Fa^ 
•   tisy  to  lord  Jersey,  secretarjr  of  state : 

PariSf  Notember  12ih,  1700« 

This  tnominc^  T  was  with  IVf .  dc  Torcy,  who  be^if 
Krtth  saying,  that  he  did  not  doubt  but  I  was  s(  n>il>l« 
that,  since  thej  had  an  account  of  the  king  oi  Spain  s 
death,  and  the  disposition  he  had  nrade  by  his  will, 
|rreat  difficulties  mtist  have  arisen  ;  that  the  kinsr  hadi 
well  considered  the  occasion  and  the  intent  of  the  late 
treaty  with  England,  &c.  which  was  to  prevent  a  war 
in  Europe ;  that  the  emperor  not  haring  signed,  and  the 
duke  of  Sayoy  actually  refusino^  to  accept  of  Naples  and 
Sicily*;  that  there  having  appeared  discontent  both 
in  England  and  Holland  against  the  French  being  mas* 
ters  of  those  two  kingdoms  in  rdatton  to  the  trade  of  the 
Levant,  besides  that  none  of  the  princes  that  tfie  trraty 
Lad  been  communicated  to  had  ]jroniised  more  than  a 
neutrality,  the  king  could  not  but  think  there  was  a  ne- 
cessity of  accepting  what  the  king  of  Spain  declared  in 
favour  of  the  duke  of  Anjou.  Then  he  read  me  the  mo* 
.  tivcs  which  he  had  drawn  up,  that  1  mi^ht  the  beUci 

•  The  duke  of  Savoy  being  by  the  will  of  Philip  IV.  declared 
nerct  in  succession  to  tlir  house  of  Austria,  rt-Tuseci  to  accc<?e  to  ihc 
trtaiy  ot  partlliun  wilhoni  ;'.n  iniii^mniru  aliun  tor  liis  fvoulu  ii  claim 
to  the  crown  of  Spain.  As  il  was  of  the  la^t  iiDportiinci'  to  secure 
the  assent  of  this  prince,  several  exprdipnts  \m  re  proposed  for  ihit 
purpo-^e.  And  at  length  the  kingdoms  of  Naples  and  .Sicily  were 
oiiere^  him  in  lieu  of  Savoy  and  Fiedmont,  to  be  llieoceforth  united 
to  the  monarchy  of  France,  fiut  Uiis  splendid  temptation  was  re- 
jected, the  duke  insisting  ui>on  the  cession  of  the  dutcby  of  Miha 
in  addition  to  the  dominions  be  already  possessed 
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MiliMm  luA  majot J*  IdeaUwl  bewould  lei  me  take  tLp 
copy  which  I  tend  ymir  lords)]  I  ps,  atid  most  that  pasied 

18  contained  iii  it.  You  nray  easily  imn«j;ino  I  lj;id  lillle 
to  sajF  whea  he  told  loe  tb^  rebolution  t  kiAg  Uad  ta« 
Imi*  It  i«  eertaio  the  lUOoeediofB  of  tho  mpennr  hiiTf 
put  them  in  some  mensuTe  on  this  neoeMity .  For  M.  de 
Torcy  observetl  lo  mc,  that  if  the  king*  had  rofiiscd,  tlic 
archdukc^ad  ihcii  a  double  title,  viz.  that  of  Philip  IV. 
and  that  of  the  late  king's  will :  and  he  oould  not  tell 
bnt  the  Spanish  ambassador  had  orders  to  send  word  to 
Vienna — that  the  moment  the  emperor  consenteil  to  the 
treaty,  the  duke  of  Savoy  had  a  good  titk;,  and  liis  hu- 
mour is  so  well  known  that  we  are  sure  he  would  not  slip 
such  an  opportunity ;  and  then  there  must  have  been  a 
war  not  lilvely  to  be  soon  ended  whatever  the  success 
would  be ;  that  whole  kinirdoms  must  be  conquered,  the 
Spaniards  being  entirely  against  dividing  their  mo* 
narchy ;  that  the  ships  we  and  Holland  were  to  furnish, 
fifteen,  that  i:^  to  say,  would  not  be  sutlicicnt  for  such  a 
war ;  that  it  was  very  doubtful  whether  England  and 
Holland  would  engage  themselves  in  a  greater  expenoe, 
which  must  necessarily  1)e  the  consequence;  that  it  waa 
cerl:iin  that  the  treaty  was  more  advantai^eous  to  France, 
and  was  what  the  kiii^r  could  have  wished.  He  then 
endedy  saying  that  the  king  hoped  that  the  strength  of 
these  reasons  would  so  ihr  prevail  with  the  king  our  mas- 
ter, that  there  mi^j^ht  si  ill  be  the  same  good  understand- 
ing as  ever,  which  was  so  necessary  for  the  good  and 
quiet  of  Kurope.  I  made  no  other  answer  than  that  I 
would  faithfully  acquaint  the  king  with  what  he  had 
said  to  mc  by  order. — I  cannot  fell  what  resolution  the 
king  will  take,  and  1  am  far  from  giving  my  opinion ; 
VOL.  II»  y  N 
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tluHigli  if  ymir  Loidship  win  peimii  me,  I  eannoi  mi 

but  we  must  acquiesce*  You  are  sensible  of  the  pos^ 
tureof  our  afl^irs  and  of  the  discontent  there  was  in 
Englaiid  against  the  tieatyt  insomuch  that  my  lord 
Portlaiid  and  all  thatume  concerned  in  it,  wontheneil 

fession  to  be  sacrificed  if  possible. 
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or 

M.  De  VILLARS  at  VIENNA. 

A,D,  1700. 


TU£  king  of  France  wrote  to  M .  de  YOlan  that  he 
had  at  last  agreed  with  Great  Britain  (March  1700) 

upon  a  treaty  of  parfition  with  re^rard  to  the  S])anish 
succession,  and  that  the  States  General  were  to  join  in 
it.  The  conrt  of  Madrid  was  at  this  time  in  a  great  fer* 
ment  5  and  their  ambassador  at  Vienna,  who  concealed 
nolJiing  from  M.  Yillars,  declared  often  to  him  that  the 
Sfianiards  were  now  hot-  so  desirous  of  any  thug  as  to 
be  governed  by  a  grandson  of  France ;  that  they  perhaps 
would  have  wished  rather  for  the  archduke,  but  that  as 
they  were  sensible  the  empire  Mas  not  able  to  support 
them,  the  report  of  a  partition  of  their  empire  was  an 
inexpressible  grief  to  tlie  whole  kingdom.  Count  Kau* 
nitz  and  count  Harrach  Ijeinsr  come  to  Vienna,  appointed 
M.  de  Yillars  a  mcH'ling,  and  read  two  memorials  to 
hiiQ.  The  first  was  filled  with  the  emperor's  complaints^ 
that  in  the  life*time  of  his  catholic  'majesty  a  treaty  of 
partition  had  been  made  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  in 
opposition  to  the  regard  which  ought  to  have  been  shewn 
80  august  a  king,  and  the  venerable  heirs  of  so  great  a 
monarchy ;  that  neither  equality  nor  decency  had  been 
observed  in  tlie  treaty ;  since  if  the  emperor  did  not 
«gree  to  the  treaty  in  three  monlhs^  he  who  was  nc24 
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beir  shonld  not  liave  any  part  of  this  monarcfir  when 

the  succession  shonld  be  vacant ;  that  moreover  it  was 
but  just  for  the  emperor  to  concert  ^  ith  the  king,  i.  e. 
pf  France,  on  these  matten,  but  that  he  would  not  take 
one  step  till  the  ooarier  he  had  sent  to  Spain  was  ro- 
lurnetl ;  religion,  honesty,  and  decency,  requii  in^j  iliat 
he  should  first  know  w  hat  the  king  of  Spain  thought 
irhh  regard  to  this  partition  of  his  dominions.  The  se- 
cond memorial  stated  that  the  emperor  was  greatly  snr- 
prized  lhat  his  most  christian  ma  jesty  would  treat  of  the 
Spanish  succession  with  foreign  powers^  though  they 
had  no  right  to  any  shaie  of  this  monarchy,  of  which 
the  king  and  the  emperor  were  the  only  heirs.  It  der 
clared,  secondly,  that  a  union  being  entirely  settled  be- 
tween those  two  princes^  who  only  were  concerned  in 
the  succession,  the  emperor  did  not  desire  any  thing  so 
much  as  to  correspond  directly  with  his  majesty  without 
the  parti^pation  of  the  mediators  who  hud  merely  set 
tliemselves  up  as  such.  "  Is  not  the  court  of  1'  ranee,'' 
|Hud  the  German  ministers  in  the  ensuing  conference, 
f  ^  sensible  that  the  cause  of  God,  as  well  as  the  interest 
of  our  masters,  call  upon  them  to  unife  ?  Though  the 
king  ot  $puin  is  in  so  very  ill  a  state  ot*  health,  there  is 
yet  room  to  hope  that  he  will  outlive  king  William ; 
and  should  this  happen,  the  king'will  have  the  glory  to  . 
restore  the  king  of  Great  Britain  to  his  dominions,  and 
establish  the  catholic  religion  in  them/^  June  Kith, 
the  marquis  de  ViUars  received. a  letter  from  tlic  king^ 
declaring  expres&ly  tliat  it  was  his  majesty *s  opinion  the 
rmj  eror  did  not  act  sincerely  with  him  :  that  the  pro- 
posals of  treating  directly  were  owing  to  a  secret  design 
of  making  the  king  aveise  to  the  measures  taken  by  hinf 
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ilritii  Crreat  Britain  and  HoHand  ratber  than  to  a  tincm 

desire  of  sharini^  the  Spanish  monarchy  with  (he  kinsf ; 
that  the  emperor's  desi^u  was  to  make  an  advantage  of 
the  radution  which  he  supposed  wai  taken  bj  the  king 
af  Spain,  viz;  to  declaie  the  archdnke  his  univenal  heir ; 
and  that  he  endeavoured  (o  draw  over  tlie  duke  of  Sa- 
Voy,  whose  troops  he  wanted  to  facilitate  the  execution 
of  this  design.  The  delays  made  by  the  imperial  mi« 
nisters,  who  always  refuted  to  come  to  an  explanation ^ 
increased  alio  the  suspicions  of  his  most  christian  ma- 
jcbty,  and  enforced  the  resolution  he  had  made  to  ad« 
here  to  the  treaty  oC»partitioa.  The  honses  of  France 
mnd  Austria  had  been  irteconcileable  eneroks  for  many 
ages.  Thou2:h  the  war  was  concluded,  it  hatl  not  put 
an  end  to  suspicions,  and  those  reciprocal  disquietudes 
prevented  the  real  union  which  nevertheless,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  M.  de  Yillars,  was  more  sincerely  desired  by  tite 
emperor  than  the  i'Vench  imagined.  His  majesty  in« 
formed  M.  dc  Viiiars  of  another  great  piece  ot  news, 
vis.  that  ail  the  counseUors  of  state  but  one  in  Madrid 
had  declared  their  opinion  that  it  would  be  proper  to 
invite  one  of  the  king's  grandsons  to  succeed  the  king  of 
Spain  ;  they  looking  upon  this  as  the  only  expedient  to 
prevent  the  division  of  their  monarchy. 

The  dufcede  Mole's,  ambassador  from  Spain,  arrived 
at  Vienna  the  J 0th  of  July,  and  was  immediately  ad- 
mitted to  audience  by  the  empercNr*  He  brought  with 
him  the  older  of  the  golden  fleece  for  the  younger  prince 
dc  \  audcmont ;  also,  as  was  said,  ihe  will  made  by  his 
catholic  majesty  in  tavour  of  (he  archduke.  The  im- 
perial court  determined  to  spend  the  month  of  August 
«t  NeiladU  It  wajs  now  believed  that  the  emperok 
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would  not  sign  the  treaty  of  partition.     The  three 
jnoDtbs  allowed  him  to  declare  himaelf,  expired  the 
•  18th  August,  80  that  but  a  few  days  were  left  for  him  ta 

.come  to  a  final  resolution. 

Ou  the  18th  count  Ilarrach  gave  M.  de  Villars  the 
emperor's  answer,  declaring  that  his  imperial  majesty 
seeing  the  king  of  Spain  not  in  danger,  notwithstandinf 
the  report  which  prevailed,  Ixnug  moreover  his  uncle 
and  nearest  heir,  he  should  tliink  it  the  greatest  breach 
.of  good  mannen,  if^  during  the  life*time  of  that  prince^ 
juid  whilst  he  was  still  capable  of  having  children,  he 
should  join  in  a  treaty  of  partition  of  his  dominions: 
that  he  hoped  the  king  would  not  take  this  resolution 
amiss ;  that  nemtheless  in  case  the  succossion  shouki 
be  vacant,  he  would  gladly  agree  to  any  expedient 
which  might  contribute  to  tlicir  still  maintaining  the 
good  understanding,  which  he  always  desired  to  pre- 
jerve  with  hb  majesty :  that  with  respect  to  the  nomi- 
nation  of  a  third  })rince,  it  was  his  opinion  this  was  not 
feasible,  and  thi\t  the  king  would  not  desire  it,  since  no 
one  could  pretend  to  dis[x>s<'  of  the  king  of  Spain^s  d<*» 
minions  in  his  life-time.  Nevertheless,  that  in  case  a 
third  person  should  be  fixed  upon  before  bis  death, 
they  wore  resolvcil  and  prepared  to  prevent  his  taking 
possession.  Such  was  the  emperor's  answer.  Count 
Harrach  added,  that  the  menace  of  bestowing  the  mo* 
;|iarchy  upon  one  single  prince  was  the  most  aaitonishing 
.thing  in  the  world  :  that  the  liljerly  of  giving  away 
monarchies  would  be  setting  a  dreadful  exnni])h\  and 
that  thb  mysterious  third  prince  must  certainly  be  the 
duke  of  Savoy.  However,  M.  de  Villars  fancied  he 
saw  very  plaiu  that  the  imperial  mini^tcrb  were  uuder 


ho  apprebenslons  from  tlie  duke.  A  courier  arrired  at 
this  time  koOk  ocmnt  JManach  at  Madrid,  whose  letters 
confiniied  the  leport  which  had  ktelj  prevailed  of  his 
catholic  majesty's  recovery.  They  also  declared  that 
the  idng  and  queen  of  Spain  had  brought  over  most  of 
the  Goonadlois  of  state  to  their  opudon;  the  said  comity 
aeUoiB  haying  before  been  desirousyas  was  obsemdd 
above,  of  ofiiering  the  Spanish  monarchy  to  one  of  the 
dauphin's  sons.  These  several  advices  confirmed  the 
emperor  in  his  lesolutioa  not  to  enter  into  the  treaty  of 
partition.  He  had  indeed  a  great  number  of  troops^ 
but  the  affairs  of  his  treasury  were  in  the  utmost  confu- 
sion, and  the  ^¥eakne8S  of  Spain  might  be  compared  to 
the  ill  health  of  its  monarch.  Cardinal  Portocaneio^ 
archbishop  of  Toledo,  had  prevailed  upon  most  of  the 
grandees,  ministers,  and  counsellors  of  state,  not  to  suffer 
a  division  of  the  monarchy  of  Spain.  Every  one  of 
them  in  particular  o&nod  to  give  up  the  income  of  hie 
employment)  and  to  tax  his  whole  estate,  in  order  to 
effect  so  glorious  as  well  as  advantageous  a  design.  la 
the  mean  time  a  courier  from  count  Harrach,  who  left 
Madrid  the  1st  of  October,  brought  word  that  there 
were  little  hopes  thai  the  king  of  Spain  could  survive' 
much  longer. 

It  is  certain  that  the  court  of  Vienna,  surprized  at 
fiist  by  the  news,  did  not  know  how  to  determine^ 
Their  abhorrence  of  the  treaty  of  partition  seemed  as  if 
it  would  ultimately  have  yielded  to  the  necessity  of  their 
submitting  to  it.  Scarce  a  day  passed  but  couriers  ar- 
•  rived  from  Madrid,  some  of  whom  confirmed  the  pro* 
bability  of  his  catholic  majesty's  approaching  exit, 
\^iiiUt  others  seemed  to  hope  he  might  live  a^litildi 
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tongtt^   ThA  eemri  of-  VienM  l^egnn  ngnin  to  Attfcf 

thriiiw'lvTs  with  ihe  ho{)cs  of  stijTic  more  favourable 
juncture  hereafter.  The  birth  of  an  archduke  revived 
Iheir  oomrage^  and  they  no  longer  doubled  of  what  was 
called  *^  the  miracle  of  the  house  of  Austria that  is, 
of  mcelinarairain  with  unforeseen  resources  iii  ihe  various 
dant^ers  to  ^vhicll  it  was  exposed. 

The  18th  November  1700,  marquis  de  Villan  re- 
OMved  a  letter  from  the  kinfr^  which  informed  him  of 
the  king'  of  Spain's  deatli.  The  like  aclvice  w  as  brought 
totlie  emperor  by  a  courier  dispatcheil  from  count  Zin- 
sendorf.  The  iSth  a  council  was  held  for  above  four 
hours  at  the  emperor's  palace ;  the  day  after  moneys 
were  given  out  for  remounting  and  recruiting  all  the 
forces.  In  tliis  council  the  emperor  delivered  himfielf 
irith  such  a  spirit  and  fire,  as  was  not  usually  seen  m 
him,  charging  hk  ministers  with  an  irresolution  of 
which  he  liin. self  was  more  jruilty  than  those  lie  blamed. 

The  day  alter  news  was  brouglit  that  his  catholic 
majesty  had  made  a  will  in  favour  of  the  duke  of  Anjon, 
whom  he  had  appointed  his  universal  heir.  M.  de 
Villars  was  informed,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  king 
had  acquainted  Great  Britain  and  the  United  Provinces 
with  his  having  accepted  of  the  donation;  and  was 
ordered  to  acquaint  the  court  of  Yicnna,  that  the  duke 
of  Aujou  had  already  b(^n  treated  as  kiriir  of  Spain, 
and  in  consequence  thereof  would  set  out  the  l&t  of  Do* 
cember  to  take  possession  of  his  kingdom. 
-  Immediately  a  resolution  was  taken  at  Vienna  to  send 
30,000  of  the  best  fnwips  i?ito  Italy.  Count  Wrattislau 
was  then  nominated  to  go  for  England.  Ue  was  the 
nhWit  miiHster  im  the  imperial  court  for  carrying  on 
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gtetii  negotiations.   M.  de  Tillars  sodn  nftet  recei¥ed  a 

letter  from  the  kin^;^,  which  informed  him  that  prince  de 
Vaudemont,  governor  of  llic  MilanesCi  had  already  pre- 
vailed with  the  inhabitants  of  it,  to  recognise  the  new 
king ;  that  the  goyernors  of  the  Low  Goantries  had 
done  the  same,  an*]  tliererore  that  it  was  probable  all  the 
rest  of  the  monarchy  would  pay  the  same  deference  to 
.  the  last  will  of  the  king  of  Spain.  This  news  dejected 
th6  coart'  of  Vienna  yery  much,  and  the  s^enemls,  who 
ever  since  advice  had  been  broiii;li(  of  the  treaty  of  par- 
tLtioHi  were  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  proper  to  send 
an  army  into  Italy,  declared,  with  a  great  shew  of 
reason,  that  in  case  the  ministers  of  his  late  catholic 
majesty,  A\hohad  determined  him  to  deprive  the  princes 
of  his  houbcof  the  entire  successio]',  had  seen  p:irt  of  the 
monarchy  in  the  craperor*s  hands,  they  perhaps  would 
not  have  been  pleased  to  give  the  rest  to  France ;  but 
prince  Euofene  was  never  consulted.  Tlifiirufice  by 
whichM.de  Vdlars  had  preveuted  tbeemperur  iroMi 
possessing  himself  of  the  Milanese  when  the  king  of 
Spain  would  have  admitted  his  troops  into  it,  had  de- 
termined the  Spani>h  minivttMs,  who  were  most  afraid 
of  the  monarchy's  Ix^ing  divided,  tol)oqiiea(h  the  whole 
to  one  of  the  king's  grandsons.  The  tinai  resolution  of 
the  emperor  depended  on  the  succour  he  was  to  expect' 
from  the  maritime  powers,  and  the  princes  of  the  em|)ire, 
the  most  powerful  of  wliom,  as  the  electors  of  Branden- 
bnig  and  Hanover,  would  engage  in  his  quarrel.  The 
imperial  court  had  already  nominated  prince  Eujvene 
as  commander  in  chief  of  flie  army  destined  for  Italy. 
When  the  emperor  heard  that  the  prince  of  V  audemont, 
fOTcmor  of  the  Miltinese,  had  submitted  to  the  reg^cy 
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of  Spain  witli  -the  viceroys  of  Naples,  Siciij,  and  Sar« 

« 

•dinia^  and  that  eveiy  country  in  the  diffietent  parts  of 
Enrope,  subordinate  to  that  monarchy,  recognised  the 

will,  he  resolved  to  prepare  iii  a  solid  manner  for  war  ; 
a  destructive  war  thai  shook  the  t  vo  great  houses  of 
France  and  Austria^  and  which  might  have  proved  of 
the  most  fatal  consequence  to  one  of  them. 

Memoirs  of  M.  de  VUlarsm 
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STATE  OF  POLITICS. 

A.  I).  1701. 

THE  power  of  France  Laving  been  predominant  fof 
more  than  half  a  centurj  since  the  famous  battle  of  Ro« 
croy,  the  tenor  of  Europe  was  excited  in  a  very  extra* 

ordinary  degree  by  the  acccsioii  of  a  prince  of  the  house 
^  of  Bourbon  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  and  it  was  not  suffi* 
ciently  adverted  to  that  the  ties  of  kindred  are  a  very 
feeble  bond  of  connection  when  set  in  competition  with 
tlic  r>ppt);iing  views  and  interests  of  nionarchs  and  king* 
donis.  England  and  Holland  seemed  to  consider  Louis 
XIV.  as  the  sovereign  of  both-countries,  and  the  Dutch 
nation,  coifcetring  Flanders  and  Brabant  as  already  sub«  ^ 
jected,  Ix^heltl  in  imagination  tiic  armies  of  France  once 
mord  preparing  to  invade  and  overwhelm  them.  Th» 
French  monarch,  aware  of  the  strength  of  these  appre- 
hensions on  this  head,  discovered  an  extreme  solicitude 
to  dissipate  their  fears  and  it  is  evident  from  the  tenor 
of  his  dispatches  at  this  period  to  M.  Briord,  his  minister 
at  the  Haguci  tliat  he  was  (ar  from  entertaining  any  de- 
signs inimical  to  the  liberties  of  Europe  in  general,  or  to 
those  of  Holland  in  particular.  He  appeared  satiated 
with  the  glory  he  had  acquired  in  the  course  of  a  long 
and  triumphant  reign,  and  desirous  only  to  spend  the 
rciuiiant  of  his  days  in  ])eace. 

"  The  resident  of  Sweden  '  /'  says  litis  monarch  in  bis 
.  letter  to  M.  Briord  of  December  iUh,  1700,  }^  has  gi« 

*  M.  r3hnqui<it,  reMdent  at  Paris. 


iFifeo  me  io  understand  that  M.  Lillieroot*  has  siicni 
to  him  that  the  States  General  ate  aware,  of  all  the  mis^ 
chlevoas  consequences  to  be  apprehended  from  a  new 

war — that  tlu*v  sinll  never  think,  of  rushins:  into  one  till 
they  are  convinced  1  shall  take  advantage  of  the  new 
imipn  between  my  crown  and  that  of  Spain  to  introdoce 
my  troops  into  the  Flemiish  towns  t  and  that  their  fear 
of  such  an  event  is  in  truth  strong  enouirh  io  prompt 
them  tothemobt  desperate  measures,  I  have  already  ob-* 
served  to  you.  Hence  I  think  it  for  the  good  of  my  ser* 
vice  to  re»assnre  the  Hollanders  on  that  head  ;  you  are 
therefore  on  all  occasions  to  enforce  the  sincerity  of  my 
iiitenlions  to  preserve  the  peace;  in  order  to  convince 
them  that  havbg  desired  to  preserve  it  with  the  late  king 
of  Spain,  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  for  the  future  I 
wouUl  I)reak  i(  for  the  siike  of  niakini:^  conquests  in  the 
dominions  of  the  king  my  grandma — that  they  may 
depiend  upon  it  my  forces  shall  never  enter  into  themy 
unless  he  should  be  obliged  to  demand  my  assistance  to 
repel  the  enterpiizcs  of  his  neij^hhonrs/' 

And  in  a  subsequent  dispatch^  dated  Dec.  15,  this 
monarch  declares  his  firm  persaasion  that  the  States 
would  not  rush  on  a  measure  so  contrary  to  their  inte* 
rests  in  case  they  were  ootwinced  he  Ii  id  no  other  in- 
tention  than  to  maintain  the  peace:  and  that  the  orders 

he  had  A^^'^^iiy  ^^^^  g^^^^Ki  would  dissipate  their 

fears.      T  would  have  you  then",  continues  he,  take 

every  opportunity  to  rc-n->ine  them  on  iliis  head  :  and 
in  particuhir  to  let  the  pensionary  know  tliat  1  have  notf 
the  least  detign  on  any  of  the  places  belonging  to  Spain. 

*  The  bweilisli  minister  at  the  Hague. 
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Vott  may  asBOfe  bim  I  do  not  seek  for  an j  pnieact  to 

iiituKluce  niv  troops  into  those  places.  I  'will  even  enter 
into  any  reasonable  engagements  which  ihcState.s  Gcne« 
|b1  can  demand  on  that  headi  provided  they  viU  at  Uie 
tame  time  wiUidiaw  their  troops  which  at  prcsenf^aieof 

no  ^l^e  there.'* 

His  mofit  christian  majesty  then  notices  the  coders  is- 
sued by  tlie  emperor  for  the  march  of  an  army  of  30,000 
Buen  iiriD  Italy,  and  he  instructs  M.  Briord  to  inform 
himself  with  exactness  of  the  clesiii;us  and  enixai^enicnls 
of  the  Hollanders,  of  which  he  expre>ses  a  strong  secxcl 
jcakiusy.  <^  I  observe,'*  says  he»  by  the  aoconnt  you 
crive  me,  that  the  alacrity  which  appears  at  presrat  in 
the  negotiations  carrj  inir  on  with  the  princes  of  tlic  em- 
pire diiiers  widely  from  the  dilatoriucssQf  the  pensionary 
when  negotmting  with  the  same  prinoes  to  bdag  them 
fato  the  partition  treaty.'* 

In  a  third  letter,  Dec.  24,  he  oWrves,  it  is  certain 
that  as  to  iilngland  the  greatest  part  ot  the  nation  dread 
a  war*  Hence  they  are  led  to  prefer  the  measure  of  tha 
win  to  that  of  tlie  partition  treaty;  consequently  the 
jvinir  of  (ireat  L>»iiaia  will  find  ^rc^t  oppc»sition  in  his 
parliament  in  case  he  is  disposed  to  c^rry  things  to  a 
rupture,  as  well  because  he  can  neither  shew  the  ncces* 
sity  of  it ,  nor  answer  for  the  event,  unless  furnished  with 
a  sulhcierit  cause  for  undertaking  it.  IJut  it  wouUi  ly^ 
giving  him  a  pretext  specious  enough  to  iniiame  the  spi- 
rits of  the  English,  and  smoothing  the  way  to  all  hi* 
desisrnS)  if  we  should  oblis^  the  Hollanders  by  force  tot 
ahaiulon  the  ^'panish  towns.  I  am  then'l  ire  convinced 
that  force  mitst  he  delerrcd  as  long  as  possible,  and  that 
^verthckm.oU  other  means  must  be  used  to  dislodge  the 
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HoUandors,  and  to  leave  tiie  Spaniftids  in  the  sole  p»  * 
aeiMi  of  their  ownlowBs.  M.  Lillieroot's  proponi  af> 
Ibfds  a  natural  opening:  for  a  proposition  to  the  States 
to  that  eiitrt.  As  I  have  no  iuteatioo  to  rerivc  the  war, 
and  as,  CO  the  contrary,  I  have  no  awnion  to  the  alli- 
anoe  propoeed  by  that  minislcr  Ibr  the  maiatcannce  oC 
the  peace,  I  have  already  caused  M.  Palniqitist  to  ^xi 
infortned  that  ii  the  king  of  England  and  tbc  States  Ge- 
■end  aie  in  a  dispofiition  to  open  a  ticaty  for  thai  end 
against  all  such  as  would  troidile  it,  I  shdl  enter  into  ii 

The  Swedish  proposal  here  referred  to  was  conunnnF* 
cated  by  the  earl  of  Manchester  to  Mr.  secretary  Ver- 
non, Dec.  S9th;  bnt  it  was  reoei^  at  the  oomt  of 

J^nclon  with  crrat  coldness,  or  rather  contempt :  and 
Mr.  Vernon,  in  his  answer,  declares,  that  the  kii^  docs 
not  know  upon  what  grounds  this  project  is  proposed 
by  M.  LiUieroot,  bnt  supposes  it  arises  from  him  or  M. 
P^dniquist  w  ithout  any  directions  from  the  kin^  of  Swe- 
den, and  be  approves  of  the  intimation  given  by  the 
ambassador  to  M.  de  Torcy,  that  the  removal  of  the 
Dutch  troops  in  garrison  wonkl  not  be  as^entei  to. 

Jealousies  thus  riininnir  hii^h  on  both  ^ides,  matters 
were  soon  brought  to  a  crisis,  l-or  though  b«>th  Eng- 
land and  Holland  came  at  length  to  the  resolution  of 
ftpcnin^  conferences  with  the  most  christian  king,  so 
littl<- credit  was  irivcn  hy  that  nuinarch  to  the  sincerity 
of  these  late  and  ivl'.u  tant  advances,  that  un  the  very 
day  that  the  earl  of  Mancbi*stcr  presented  hb  memorial 
to  the  French  court,  the  Dutch  £ranrisons,  by  a  previout 
order  of  the  kin?;  oi  i  ran.>%  were  su|XT.s*»ihxl  in  the 
eomuund  of  ail  tbc  bairicr  towns  from  Luxemburg  (o 


Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX. 

Osfendnnd  Nipnporf,  by  the  unexpected  nil ro<lacti(m 
•f  French  Irwps,  Fobruary  6,  1701,  (N.  S.)    And  in 
▼indicntUMi  of  thb  bokl  and  decisive  measnrr,  the  $pa- 
mUk  nrident  «t  the  Hague,  don  Bernard  de  QniroB,  de- 
livered on  the  followini^  clay  a  roemorial  1o  the  States, 
in  which  he  enlursrcil  upon  the  sincere  and  ardeni  dc- 
•iie  naniicsled  by  his  most  christian  majesty  to  mAin« 
laia  the  mifoo  established  by  the  hut  treaty  of  peace; 
that  his  majesty  was  even  dispo«ied  to  t  nlor  into  new  tics 
of  trieadship,       It  was  asked,"  says  the  memorialist^ 
in  hu  name,  of  jonr  kirdshipa,  what  assnrances  yom 
desiral  for  the  fbture,  promising  to  give  them  to  yon 
provided  they  were  just  and  nasonable — that  if  your 
lordships  feared  that  he  would  introduce  his  troops  in 
the  Spanish  phMses,  he  engaged  himsdf  never  to  let  them 
«nler  into  them:  and  that  he  •wookl  be  contented  that 
the  care  of  them  should  be  entrustal  with  the  Spanish 
troops,  who  alone  have  a  right  to  keep  them  for  the 
kmg  my  master,  who  at  the  same  time  gave  notice  to 
yonr  kfidshipB  of  his  accession  to  the  crown,  by  a  letter 
which  I  delivered  myself  to  M.  de  Lier,  then  president 
of  the  week.   Far  from  answering  to  the  advances  made 
by  his  moat  christian  majesty,  your  lord&iiips  did  not 
mse  to  n^^tiate  with  Ibieign  courts.   In  Hofland  no» 
thing  is  talked  of  but  preparations  for  war,  of  arming 
ships,  and  raisiog  money  to  au^ent  the  troops.  The 
officers  of  those  yonr  lordships  have  in  the  catholic 
Low#GoQntric8  raise  actually  their  recruits,  as  well  in 
the  towns  as  in  the  countries  belon2"in£:  to  the  kiiiir  my 
master,     la  short,  ail  things  here  seem  disposed  far 
war,  at  the  same  time  that  the  emperor  causes  his  troops 
tp  march  aswdl  Ar  Italy  as  fiw  the  Shine;  which  hn 
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vould  in  all  likelihood  uoi  do  if  he  was  not  ammd  tkaft 
your  lordfhips  ivouid  support  his  interest  by  making  m 

diTersion  in  the  Low  Countries ;  and  asserting  the  pre» 
tensiojisi  ot  the  emperor  on  some  of  the  places  of  tiiat 
country. — That  his  most  clirktian  majesty  did  my 
veli  know  at  first  the  importance  of  making  tlie  Dutch 
troops  quit  those  forfre&8Cs,  but  being  persuaded  that 
^'our  lordships  (k'sired  peace,  lie  thouirhl  till  now  (hat 
the  public  good  required  that  he  should  swpend  it* 
But  that  at  last  it  Mas  no  longer  possible  to  lea^  thesa 
troops  iu  tlic  phces  of  a  king  whom  they  did  not  own. 
So  be  found  it  neees&ary  to  wrile  to  his  ckctorai  high* 
aess  of  JQamta  to  let  a  detachment  of  his  troopa  march 
on  the  6th  of  this  month  into  all  the  principal  i^acess 
charginj^  very  particularly  his  said  electoral  highness  to 
order  the  governors  of  the  places  in  which  these  troops 
m  to  enter,  that  tlie  moment  they  shall  enter  they  am  to 
give  notice  to  the  troops  of  your  lordships  n<it  to  be  at 
all  iinc:is>y  at  ii,  whilst  the  l-'rciich  trcwjps  enter  only  as 
auxiliary  (roops,  and  to  support  those  of  the  king  my 
master,  who  had  every  thing  to  fear  from  a  body  of 
troops,  very  much  superior  to  his,  in  the  plaoes  whereof 
they  ^iil  nnt  own  hiin  to  l^e  the  sovereign.  These,  my 
lotrls.  arc  the  motives  and  the  reasons  %vhich  his  mobt 
cliristiiin  majesty  has  had  to  cause  his  troops  to  enter 
into  the  places  of  the  king  my  master,  and  which  I  have 
iiivlv^rs  to  coiiiiuunii  :»tc  to  vou  :  assurini»:  vou,  nevt^rllir- 
less,  that  tlh-ir  niajv  sties  arc  still  in  the  s«une  disposition 
to  entertain  the  gcxid  correspondence  and  friendship  with 
your  lordships,  and  to  enter,  for  that  end,  into  idl  just 
a!ul  re  i>o.ri!)le  expcdiontN  as  if  the  (ronps  of  l  inncehad 
nut  euiered  iulathcpiu^  of  the  S|i«uiish  Ncthcrhind^t*' 


Digitized  by  Google 


APPENDIX. 


66i 


the  moliite  MiUier  iil  whidi  the  Ffench  king  had 

thus  taken  possession  of  the  barrier  fortresses,  threw  for 
a  time  the  courts  of  LoodoA  and  the  Hague  iato  a  state 
d  gfiefti  oonfiinoii  and  par|d0zitj*  Anterior  to  Umt 
event,  the  views  of  tlie  Idbg  of  Englandi  and  still  more 
so  of  the  states,  ;ii)pear  to  have  l)eeii  on  the  whole  pa- 
cific ;  and  a  project  was  in  agitation^  of  which  the 
eonrte  of  YenaiUet  and  Madrid  me  nol  naiafonnedy 
to  propoee  to  the  latter  a  ceasioa  of  the  Low  Coantriei 
to  the  archduke,  on  which  condition  it  was  understood 
that  Philip  of  Anjou  w  ould  have  Ijeen  lefl  by  them,  aad 
Ihe  acqawaeenoe  of  the  empem  ibllowed  of  conne  in 
the  nndlftoAed  poMMon  of  the  lest  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy. 

Early  in  the  month  of  February  1701,  M.  D'Avaiis 
ma  sent  to  the  Hague  invested  with  full  powen,  in 
conjuoetion  with  M .  Brioid,  to  enter  into  new  engage- 
ments for  the  preservation  of  the  j)eace,  declaring  that 
the  king  his  master  was  ready  to  give  all  the  assurances 
on  this  head  which  could  be  leasonably  demanded  of 
him.  But  it  appeared  manifest  that  no  proiMisitiony 
(ending  to  the  dismemberment  of  the  Spani.sh  empire, 
would  be  listened  to;  and  the  earl  of  Manchester,  in 
his  dispatch  of  Februaiy  15,  to  Mr.  Yernon,  in  allusion 
to  the  recent  seizure  of  the  barrier  forttesses,  says. 

When  I  took  notice  to  M.  de  Torcy  that  1  tliou«:hL 
they  would  have  deferred  any  thing  of  this  nature  till 
they  had  seen  what  success  M.  D'Avaux  might  have 
had,  he  owned  to  me  that  they  would  have  done  it  had 

the^  not  had  notice  that  endeavours  would  be  used  to 
procure  l  landers  for  the  archduke ;  and  it  was  necessary 
{o  prevent  such  a  proceeding,  since  the  accepting  the 
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Murdiy  entire,  and  the  dividing  of  anj  part  would  ncTer 
be  eonsented  to/'  The  count  de  Tallard^  at  an  audi- 
CDoe  of  the  king  of  En^aod,  lepeitiag  wbtllj  the 
flune  general  umaaoci  of  kit  aiasler^s  ewMt  deriit 

to  maintain  peace  and  friendship  the  maritirae 

powers,  which  the  count  D'Avaux  had  given  more 
fermally  in  his  memorial lo  theStelet,  hie  Britumk 
majesty  demanded  of  him  if  he  had  mrthing  m  pmHoh 
lor  to  propose  in  relatioii  to  the  public  security ;  to 
which  he  answered  in  the  negative ;  but  added,  that  if 
his  mi^j  had  any  pioposai  of  that  natnie  to  make, 
and  thought  ilt  to  oommnnicale  it  lo  him,  be  woidA 
transfer  it  to  his  master ;  to  which  the  king  replied, 
that  when  he  had  he  would  direct  the  secretary  of 
state  to  eommunicate  it  to  him."  Biii^  Iroa  the  tame 
that  the  fate  of  the  barrier  towns  wns'decidedy  the  kiag 
of  England  ap|x*ars  to  have  (nken  his  final  resolution. 
From  that  period  the  overtures  of  count  Wratislau,  the 
imperial  ambassador  in  London,  which  since  his  arrifal 
in  December  (1700),,had  been  coldly  reoei?ed,  or  rather 
repressed,  were  Iicarkcncd  to  with  aHeiition  ;  and  king 
William,  clearly  convinced  that  the  sword  must  now 
ultimately  decide,  engaged  with  all  that  ardor  and  ac- 
tivity of  mind  which  formed  a  distingnishing  featnreof 
his  character,  in  new  sclirmcs  and  projects  of  opposi- 
tion to  France;  and  by  his  extraordinary  exertions 
during  the  short  but  interesting  and  important  tenn  of 
Hie  which  remained  to  him,  and  in  spite  of  obstades 
apparrnly  insurnioiintahlc,  he  revived  with  wonderfnl 
increase  ot  ener<;y  and  odect  that  confederacy  which 
France  had  found  it  difficult  in  the  former  instance  ta 
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mbt,  iad  wUch  k  Ike  tequd,  aiAiHited  hj  the  ma^. 
MaimoM  spirit  originally  infused  into  the  nations  of 
Europe  by  the  British  aioiiarch,  and  which  he  seemed 
to  bequeath  to  them  asasacred  legacy, made  thethnwe 
#f  Loot  Xiy.  to  traable  under  bin.  The  step  taken 
bjr  the  king  of  France,  though  fatal  in  its  consequences, 
seemed  nevertheless  at  the  time  to  answer  ef«y  pitr^Hise 
expected  from  it.  A  second  memorial  was  presented  to 
the  States  General  by  M.  l^Atanx  a  few  days  after  the 
fini,  in  which  he  urged  their  high  mightinesses  in  yery 
forcible  language  to  exphiin  their  real  intentions;  they 
•re  leminded  "  tiiat  thememoriab<tf  don  B.  de  Qidios, 
•ad  even  the  letter  of  the  king  of  Spain  himself  notify- 
ing his  accession,  remain  unanswered,  and  they  are  ad- 
jured not  to  furnish  the  least  cause  to  surmise,  that  under 
the  spedons  pretence  of  negotiation,  tiieir  real  purpose 
ivas  to  procraathiate  matters  tin  they  were  in  a.condition 
to  make  war.'*   An  immediate  and  formal  recognition 
of  hu  catholic  majesty  was  the  result  of  this  memorial., 
At  the  same  time  an  apologetical  letter  was  written  by 
theStates  to  the  kmg  of  England,  alleging  the  ncce!?sify 
they  were  under  of  acknowledging  the  duke  of  Anjott 
without  anjj  cofidUiany  reserving  to  themselyes  tostipu^ 
late  in  the  negotiation,  ready  to  begin,  the  necessary 
conditions  to  secure  the  peace  of  Europe ;  and  repre- 
senting the  danger  of  a  sudden  attack,  they  desire  that 
the  succouradue  to  them  by  treaty  may  be  in  readiness, 
that  they  may  rely  on  them  if  occasion  required.  Thw 
letter  or  memorial  was  forthwith  laid  before  the  house 
of  commons.      As  to  the  first  part  of  it,"  said  the  kin; 
in  the  royal  message  accompanying  this  communica- 
tion, "  I  think  it  necessary  to  ask  your  advice;  as  to 
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tha  latter,  to  dense  yoor  assistafioe.*'  '  SdgpMtodatf  ad» 

dress  was  rcluFHed  by  the  liou^-c  to  this  inessas^e,  that 
Mr.  Vernon  J  in  his  dispatch  of  February  'iO  (1/01^,  to 

■  the  carl  of  Maochester,  dedares  it  tuu  fully  aoswcsed 
his  majesty's  desim*  I  hope/'  says  the  aectetary,  it 
will  liavc  that  good  effect  on  your  side  a.s  to  produce  a 
fair  dispositioa  to  treat  upon  reasonable  terrns,  that  a 
war  may  he  pievented  which  1  see  we  shall  not  deolint 
if  we  are  forced  into  it  by  neoessify." 

From  this  time  the  kin»  of  England  assumed  a  much 
more  firm  and  elevateil  tone  in  treating  with  France,  in- 
'   sisting  not  only  upon  the  immediate  e?aauation  of  the 

.barrier  fortresses  by  the  French  troops,  bat  on  the  ab* 
solute  delivery  of  the  principal  of  them  as  cautionary 
tovins  into  the  hands  of  England  and  Holland,  a  pro- 
position which  was  rejected  by  the  court  of  Versailles 
with  indignation.  Nevertheless  the  professed  object  of 
king  William  being  merely  to  obtain  satis&ctioo  to 
the  emperor,  and  security  to  the  rest  of  Europe,  he  he- 
sitated not  to  write  with  his  own  hand  a  letter  to  the 

.king  of  Spain  (April  17),  ^icitating  him  onhisaooes* 
sion  io  the  throne.  But  the  French  monarch  could  not 
be  so  deceived.  The  king  of  Eugland  had  already  de- 
clared to  his  parliament y  that  negotiation  seemed  to  be 
at  an  end;  and  such  measures  had  in  consequence  been 
adopted  by  France,  as  justly  excited  the  highest  degree 
of  alarm  in  the  Dut(  !i  nation  ;  and  a  s(Tond  letter,  dated 
May  13,  was  written  by  the  States  General  to  the  king 
of  England,  expressive  of  their  cxticroe  solicitude  and 
apprehension  of  the  evcnt^  critically  as  they  now  Ibund 
tluMU selves  situ  itcd. 
b^x^'akiug  of  the  refusal  of  the  count  D'Avaux  to  treat 
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jointly  with  flie  deputies  of  their  high  mightinesses  and 

Enj^ish  resident  Mr.  Stanhope,  they  say,  "  M'econld- 
draw  no  olhcr  conclusion  from  this  procedure  but  that 
on  the  side  of  France  tiiere  was  a  design  to  end  the  con* 
^fences,  and  to  consent  to  none  of  the  securities  de- 
manded which  are  so  necessary  to  (he  preservation  of  the 
kingdoms  of  your  majesty  und  our  republic.  \Vc  arc 
obliged  to  give  your  majesty  notice  of  all  this*  We 
protest  that  our  interests  being  the  same  with  those  of 
your  majesty  in  this  negotiation,  and  inseparable  one 
from  the  other,  \\c  shall  not  siiflcr  them  to  be  divided 
in  any  manner.  In  the  meanwhile)  sir,  we  cannot  but 
represent  to  your  majesty  the  pressing  occasion  we  htm 
to  be  assisted  without  loss  of  time,  if  we  will  prevent  the 
ruin  we  are  threatened  witli,  and  the  apparent  danger 
in  which  wc  arc.  You  know  to  the  bottom  the  state  of 
our  alfiiirs)  and  you  can  easily  judge,  if  it  be  possible  in 
the  situation  in  which  we  are,  to  resist  forces  so  much 
superior  as  those  of  France  are.  It  is  that  which  makes 
us  desire  with  so  much  earnestness  the  execution  of  tlM 
treaty  which  received  the  approbation  of  the  parliament 
in  the  year  1§78,  betwixt  king  Charles  II.  of  glorious 
memory,  and  this  stale.  We  repeat  now  our  most 
earnest  instances  to  have  quickly  the  stipulated  sue* 
cours,  and  the  entire  execution  of  the  said  treaty.  We 
flatter  ourselves  that  your  majesty  will  make  a  serious 
reflection  on  the  condition  in  which  we  are,  particularly 
aflcr  the  positive  assurances  which  you  have  given  us, 
that  the  resolutions  of  the  pailiament  were  to  interest 
themselves  viir<>rously  in  our  preservation,  and  to  assist 
US  in  the  neccbbity  in  which      are,  by  furui&biug  tbQ 
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succours  we  arc  agreed  about.  We  will  tell  you,  siXf 
ia  what  condition  France  puts  itself,  and  jwu  flU|ei^ 
will  j«4g«  bj  that  if  our  Suae  wUdi  va-uimato'  our  de* 
maiids  be  Ul-fiMmded.  Freoot,  not  ocmtented  with 
having  taken  possession  of  all  the  places  in  the  Nether* 
iuds  that  feniMiMri  toSpain,  has  thrown  intotlMDiy  and 
cauaai  actnatty  aveiy  daj  fimaidaUe  fonom  ta  aavdi 
tfiilher.  They  draw  a  line  from  the  Schdd,  near  Ant- 
werp, to  the  Maese :  they  are  going  to  begin  to  draw 
fuch  a  liae  acooidiag  to  our  advices  from  Antwerp  to 
Oslmdt  thij  Mod  a  niUDflf ous  aitiliny  iaio  thepiacea 
that  are  neaieit  lo  our  fraation  t  they  malca  with  great 
diligence  many  magazines  in  Flanders,  in  Brabant,  in 
GufiidarlaiKi,  aad  at  Namur,  which  they  £U  up  with  all 
aofli  of  ammaaitioa  for  war  and  sobtiateDoe,  bendas  iha 
great  stores  for  ferage  which  th^  gather  irom  all  parts  3 
they  build  forta  under  the  cannon  of  our  places :  be- 
tidn  they  hava  worked,  and  work  still  coBliBnaUy,  to 
draw  the  princes  that  are  oar  firienda  horn  oar  iatcrat 
to  make  them  enter  into  their  tdliance,  or  to  engage 
them  to  a  neutrality  at  least*  In  short,  by  intrigues  and 
diriiiDBs  ia  the  enpiiei  thqr  make  oar  Irieiids  uaekasi 
and  iaeveaae  thoea  ^  Fraaoe.  Thus  wa  are  almoat  sar* 
rounded  on  all  sides,  except  on  the  side  of  the  sea.  See 
here,  sir,  without  any  disguise,  the  true  situation  to 
wbieh  we  fiad  oane&w  ladiioad,  without  adding  aaj 
ihiag  to  what  is  fict.  Thk  aukee  as  hope,  that  at 
your  majesty  understands  our  affairs  perfectly  well,  you 
will  agree  with  us  that  at  present  our  condition  is  worse 
thaa  it  was  during  the  late  war,  and  wotk  than  if  we 
MeectnaUj  at  vai ;  whibt  they  nake  fiuti  under  the 
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etwNUICif  OWTilmgplaoeitaiid  lines  along  oui  fron- 
ikxsi  wUlio«toiir  being  able  to  hinder  it,  as  we  might 

do  if  we  were  at  war.*' 

The  leading  of  tliis  pathetic  representation  could  not 
'6il  to  make  a  powerfol  imprassioii  upon  a  popular  as- 
sembly, adfene  as  the  minds  of  the  genemlxty  of  the 
members  were  from  motives  of  policy  and  of  party,  to 
divers  of  the  sentiments  contained  in  it :  and  a  vote  im- 
medi^dy  and  onaiumousljr  passed,  <^  That  the  house 
would  eftctnally  assbt  his  majesty  to  sappoit  his  allies 
in  maintaining  the  libcrt//  of  Europe,  and  would  im- 
mediately provide  succours  for  the  States  General,  ac- 
cording  to  the  treity  of  l(i77.'*   This  was  a  consider- 
•bie  adTanoe  on  the  part  of  the  commons,  though  the 
king  well  understood  what  was  meant  by  confining  him 
to  the  defensive  treaty  of  1077.    But  the  house  of  i>eers 
wentsofiirastoaddmsstheking  <^  to  enter  into  a  strict 
league  oAsmive  and  defensive  with  the  states  finr  our 
common  preservation,  anil  to  invite  into  it  all  princes 
and  states  who  are  concerned  in  the  present  visible  dan- 
ger arising  from  the  uniott  of  France  and  Spain."  To- 
mids  the  conclusion  of  the  session,  the  commons,  in 
reply  to  a  speech  from  the  throne,  rscommending  to 
them  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  were  requisite 
^  fiir  the  eaoouragpaseniof  oar  allies,  and  the  perfect- 
ing of  such  alllanoeB  as  may  be  most  eflfectual  for  the 
common  interest,  yielding,"  as  the  historian  Ralph  «- 
psMm  it,  "  to  the  current  of  the  times,"  presented  an 
addm  to  the  king,  assuring  hi|n  that  upon  aU  occa- 
sions the  house  would  be  ready  to  assist  his  majesty  in 
supporting  those  alliances  his  majesty  should  think  fit 
to  make,  in  coiyanctioa  with  the  emperor  and  the  Slates 
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General,  for  the  prescnration  of  the  liberties  of  Europ^j 
the  prosperity  and  peace  of  England,  and  for  lediicing 
theexoibitant  power  of  France.*'  Early  in  July  ( 1 701 ), 
the  king  arrived  in  Holland,  where  on  taking  his  seat 
in  the  assembly  of  the  States  General,  lie  was  addieawd 
by  their  high  mightinesseB  in  a  speech  overihywiai^  with 
joy  and  Grratitude.  They  declared  that  the  v  wonW 
leave  notliini?  undone  for  the  preservation  of  their 
country.  The  laudable  disposition,'*  say  they,  of 
the  English  nation  in  onr  frrour,  and  in  fevonr  of  the 
common  canse,  deserves  the  most  sincere  acknowled^ 
ments ;  convinced  as  we  are  how  much  we  may  rely 
on  their  coui;age  and  valour,  which  have  attained  so 
high  a  chaiBCter  in  the  world.  And  we  are  in  debt  to 
your  majesty  for  a  new  obligation  In  exciting  this  ia«. 
vourable  disposition  in  your  subjects,  niorees|)ecially  as 
it  is  accompanied  with  such  proofs  as  the  promised 
aucconrs."  The  king  of  Great  Britain  having  now  de- 
termined on  his  future  measures,  Mr.  Stanhope  was 
ordered  to  acquaint  M.  D'Avaux  "  that  a  provihion 
Laving  been  made  in  the  partition  treaty  for  the  satis- 
faction of  the  emperor,  he  had  instructions  from  his 
master  not  to  proceed  in  the  conferences  unless  tadi 
satisfaction  Mas  given."  This  communication  was 
made  to  M.  D'Avaux  when  on  a  visit  at  the  house  of 
don  B.  de  Quiios,  the  Spanish  minister,  whither  the 
English  envoy  followed  him.  M.  D'Avaux,  surprised 
and  somewhat  disconcerted,  said  thai  was  not  tlie  place 
for  such  a  declaration.  To  which  Mr.  Stanhope  briskly  ' 
replied,  that  his  orders  were  to  make  it  wherever  be 
should  find  him.  All  this  M.  D'Avaux  reported  to  his 
Wirt,     \>hich,"  to  adopt  the  words  ol'  tUe  earl  «j( 
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Manchester,  appeared  fo  be  extremely  incensed  both 
at  (he  matter  and  manner."  "  I  bad  yesterday,"  says 
bis  lordship  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Vernon,  July  a  con- 
ference ivilh  M.  de  Torcy,  and  I  foand  him  not  satis- 
fied witb  tlie  procectlinijs  at  the  Uairue.  He  said  that 
M.  D'Avaiix  was  sent  only  to  treat  with  Enijland  and 
Holland,  in  cekiion  to  their  securities,  and  that  he  had 
nothini^  to  do  wilh  the  pretensions  of  the  emperor.  It 
is  certain  that  tliis  court  will  not  consent  to  any  thina: 
concerning  the  emperor,  since  that  mu&i  tend  to  the 
dismembering  the  Spanish  monarchy :  and  I  am  fully 
satisfied  that  whatever  the  emperor  is  to  have,  he  most 
gain  it  by  main  force." 

In  consequence  of  the  turn  things  bad  now  taken,  M. 
D'Avanz  leceived  bis  letteis  of  icrocation,  nrhich  be 
presented  to  the  States  July  S6,  accompanying  it  with 
a  loni^  memorial,  in  which  the  ambassador  expressed 
bis  hope  that  their  high  mightinesses  would  have  avuided 
the  dangerous  embamuBme&ts  they  exposed  themselves 
to  in  intermixing  foreign  interests  with  thdr  own.  That 
bis  most  christian  majesty  was  too  clear-sighlal  to  be  so 
imposed  upon  as  to  expect  success  from  the  ccmtinuance 
of  the  conferences,  aAer  the  declaration  the  envoy  of 
England  had  made  in  the  name  of  the  king  bis  master : 
that  their  lordsliips  were  informed  of  the  manner  in 
which  that  declaration  had  been  made ;  that  the  engagc- 
*  ments  of  their  lordships  with  the  king  of  Engbind  were 
too  dose;  that  it  was  too  well  known  tliey  submitk*d 
themselves  blindly  to  bis  sentiments;  and  that  they 
took  what  measures  w(Te  most  aicreeabic  to  him  to  leave 
any  doubt  that  they  bad  not  already  resolved  to  make 
the  same  declaiatbn ;  that  if  he  had  not  the  satisfactiou 
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«f  aceompUtbiDg  the  inleotioiMi  c£  kis  majeify  w  Iniv* 
ing  the  peace  establulied  between  him  and  the  tinitcd 
provinces,  he  bad  had  the  satisfaction  at  least  of  having 
made  it  appear  that  it  was  not  hi*  majestj's  £udt  if  a 
ruptore  followed*  Ab  alto  that  hia  majesty  was  araed 
only  fof  the  defence  of  the  kins;  his  grandson,  and  that 
if  it  bad  been  bis  purpose  to  make  conquests,  it  had 
been  aa  easy  task  for  him  when  his  forces  first  cama 
upon  their  frontiers,  and  they  were  not  in  a  condition 
to  (IcfcntI  themselves :  that  this  was  what  they  had 
made  public  themsclvesy  and  the  truth  of  the  fact  so 
warranted  by  their  own  testimony,  ooght  to  have  cob- 
vlnoed  them  that  it  was  always  in  their  own  power  to 
obtain  that  security  from  his  majcsly  which  they  believed 
they  had  lost  when  the  king's  grandson  succeeded  to 
the  crown  of  Spain,  Sec*** 

In  their  answer  to  this  memorial,  tbatr  high  mighti* 
ncsscs  o!).scrvc<l  that  their  recognition  of  the  king  of 
Spain  did  not  prevent  reasonable  satisfaction  being  given 
to  the  emperor :  and  that  the  king  of  Fiance  ought  to 
be  convinced  that  they  would  do  nothing  to  the  detri- 
ment  of  tlieir  provinces,  commerce,  or  riches,  but  what 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  their  preservation  :  that 
they  had  done  nothing  that  could  be  construed  a 
breach  of  the  treaties  which  confirmed  and  sealed  their 
sovcreif^nfy  that  tlieir  provinces  were  always  free  and 
sovereign ;  that  their  ancestors  had  spent  their  lives  and 
fortunes  to  assert  their  freedom,  and  they  were  resolved 
to  do  the  like ;  that  they  were  sorry  to  hear  the  count 
D'Avaux  expected  no  success  from  the  conferences,  be- 
cause of  the  Englisli  envoy*s  declaring  that  satisfaction 
must  be  given  to  the  emperor. .  That  they  owned  with 
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the  Idi^  of  Gml  Britain  th^y  thouglii  it  mtonable  to 
tmt  of  ttUiBfiusUan  to  that  prince;  and  tliat  the  6m>* 

pcror  should,  in  order  thereto,  be  inrited  into  the  ne- 
gotiation. That  the  gtatcs  did  not  blindly  ioILow  the- 
kli^  of  Gieai  Britain's  lentiments,  but  had  a  gieat  de* 
fimoe  finr  his  advice,  becaase  they  were  persuaded  he 
was  wholly  inclined  to  preserve  the  peace,  and  con- 
vinced he  sought  nothing  but  the  \velfare  of  their  r©» 
fttblici  that  they  had  been  obliged  indeed  toarm,  bnt 
did  not  b^  to  do  it  till  they  saw  their  barrier  in  the 
Spanish  Netherlands,  nhich  Iiad  cost  them  so  much 
blood  and  treasure,  possessed  by  French  troops,  and 
gieat  preparations  of  war  made  there;  that  their  jeabosj 
was  besides  considerably  increased  by  the  strict  tiTiion 
which  appeared  every  day  between  France  and  Spain  ; 
tliat  they  had  endeavoured  by  all  possible  means  to 
fKserve  his  majesty's  firieodship;  bat  if  they  must, 
contrary  to  their  own  indbiation,  enter  into  a  war,  they 
should  have  no  cause  to  blame  themselves  for  it,  and 
therefore  hoped  the  Almighty  would  protect  them,  Sec* 

Though  the  goneial  strain  of  this  reply  was  somewhat 

haughty,  it  is  evident  from  the  concluding  paragraph, 
that  some  hopes  were  yet  cherished,  at  least  by  the 
more  cool  and  dispassionate  members  oi  ihit  assembly, 
that  an  accommodation  might  yet  take  pbce,  and  that 
BO  urgent  or  absolute  necessity  existed,  which  could 
warrant  them  in  plunging  the  nation  whom  they  repre- 
sented and  governed  into  the  perils  and  horrors  of  war. 
Thoy  profesB  it  woukl  be  a  angular  pleasure  to  them  if 
the  said  count  would  postpone  his  departure  for  some 
time,  in  hope  some  occasion  would  offer  to  resumo  the 
confieicnces,  and  conduct  them  to  a  happy  issue  for 
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Ihe  csttibllsbmcnt  of  the  general  peace,  and  their  own 
particular  scciirif  y.    In  cbnfirmatfon  of  which  they  had 

cnnscd  this  res  )!ii{i()n  (o  be  lii  livcroil  to  liim  as  an 
answer  lo  liU  incnu>riul,  before  hv  h'ul  hla  audieucc  of 
leave,  and  received  liis  re-credential  letters  upon  it/' 
A  copy  of  this  memorial  being  traosmif  ted  to  the  Dutch 
roidcjit  at  Parii;,  and  laid  before  M.  dc  Torcy,  that 
iiiinister  by  tlie  diRxtioti  of  ike  most  christian  king,  re- 
plied, that  it  wns  well  understood ;  that  a  due  respect 
was  observed  in  it  to  the  kinfr ;  bat  that  ibr  the  rest  it 
was  considered  only  as  an  expedicut  to  gain  time  in 
order  to  prepare  for  a  war, 

A^greeably  to  this  answer,  M.  D^Avaux  on  the  8th  of 
Anirust  received  his  final  orders  to  return.  When  it 
^as  certain  tliat  the  negotiation  uonld  not  bo  resinned, 
and  not  till  then,  the  plan  of  an  oiTcnsive  alliance  was 
finally  adjusted  between  the  maritime  powers  and  the 
cnii^ror.  ilitberlo  if  would  liave  sufficed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  accommodation  to  have  reinstated  the  Dutcli  in 
the  full  and  exclusive  possession  of  the  barrier  fortresses, 
and  to  have  ceded  the  duchy  of  Milan  to  the  emperor. 
lJut  in  the  treaty  of  alliance  si*^ned  September  7,  1701, 
and  which  in  consequence  of  the  accession  of  the  em- 
pire. Savoy,  Prussia,  Portugal,  and  various  other 
powers,  acquired  the  appellation  of  the  Grand  Alliance : 
the  vi(  ws  of  the  irii;h  contra cfinc^  powers' wete  extended 
much  tardier.  By  tlic  third  article,  satisfaction  is  to 
be  procured  to  the  emperor  in  the  Spanish  succession, 
and  sfiflicient  security  for  the  dominions  and  commerce 
of  the  allu^s.  By  the  fifth  and  sixth,  which  are  the  es- 
sential arlicli^s  of  the  treaty,  the  confederates  ensrasre  to 
endeavour  to  recover  the  Sixmish  NotUerlands,  to  be  a 
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barrier  between  Holland  and  Trance,  without  dislinctl/ 
ipecifying  to  wlion  they  siiali  be  uUimately  allotted  ; 
likewue  the  duchjr  of  Milan  aod  the  kingdoms  of 
Naples  and  Sicily,  with  the  demesnes  1iek>n£:'mg  to  the 
crown  of  Spain  on  ihc  coast  of  Tuscany,  for  the  security 
of  the  emperor;  and  it  is  ^thcr  stipulated  that  Ids 
majesty  and  the  states  may  seize  what  kindf  and  cities 
they  can  bdongiug  to  the  Spaniards  in  the  Indies  and 
keep  them.  By  the  7tli  and  Sth  articles  the  confede- 
rates engage  faithfully  to  communicate  their  designs  to 
one  another ;  and  that  no  party  shall  treat  of  peace, 
truce,  Sec.  but  jointly  with  the  rest ;  a  stipulation  in 
the  sequel  Aagraiitly  violated  ou  the  part  of  the  crowu  of 
England. 

On  the  17th  of  September  an  edict  was  published  in 
France,  prohibiting,  with  a  fiew  exceptions,  the  impor- 
tation of  British  niunufactures  and  nicrchiindize.  But 
nearly  at  the  same  period  a  much  greater  injury  and 
insult  was  offi^ied  to  the  English  crown  and  natbn,  by 
the  pulilic  recognition,  on  the  part  of  T^is,  of  the  pre* 
tended  prince  of  Whales  as  king  of  Great  Britain,  on 
the  death  of  the  old  abdicated  monarch  king  James,  at 
St.  Germaine*s,  in  the  course  of  the  present  month*  The 
earl  of  Manchester  was  ordered  immediately  to  leave 
Paris  ;  and  the  |)ooplc  of  England,  being  struck  with 
amazement  and  indignation  at  this  oix^n  violation  of  the 
.treaty  of  Ryswick,  by  which  Louis  had  formally  recog- 
nized the  title  of . William  as  king  of  Groat  Britain,  sent 
up  addresses  fro;n  all  parts,  expressive  of  loyalty  and 
attachment  to  their  sovereign,  and  abhorrence  of  the 
perfidy  and  ambition  of  France.  The  whole  nation  was 
now  inflamed  with  the  rage  of  war  and  revenue.  In  this 
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dbpo&ition  of  the  public  mind  the  king  (Nov.  II.)  dis- 
solved the  parliament,  in  which  the  tory  interest  had 
9b  itioogly  pxedomiiiatedy  and  ocmTeiied  bj  the  adriise 
chiefly  of  the  lords  Somers  and  Sondeiiaiid,  a  new  par* 
liamcnt  to  meet  December  50,  previous  to  which  the 
principal  offices  of  govemment  were  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  ifhigi*  On  the  day  appointed  the  king  opened 
the  parliainent  with  a  speech  mnch  admired  and  cele- 
brated botli  at  home  and  abroad.  And  though  the  stale 
of  the  king's  health  was  not  such  as  to  cause  any  gene- 
ral  apprehension  of  danger  at  this  period,  it  piofed  to 
be  the  last  and  indeed  almost  the  dying  speech  of  this 
justly  renowned  monarch. 

SF£ECa  OF  KliiQ  WILLIAM  TO  BOTU  HOUSES  OF 

PARLIAMENT. 

December  dO,  1701. 

Mv  LOIIDS  AMD  GENTLEMEN, 

I  PROMTsc  myself  you  are  met  together  full 
of  the  just  sense  of  the  common  danger  of  £uro]x*,  and 
that  resentment  of  the  late  proceedings  of  the  French 
hing,  which  has  been  so  fully  and  universally  expressed 
in  the  loyal  and  seasonable  addresses  of  my  people. 

The  owning  and  setting  up  the  pretended  prince  of 
Wales  for  king  of  £ngland  is  not  only  the  highest  in- 
dignity ofimd  to  roe  and  the  whole  nation,  bat  does  so 
nearly  concern  every  man  who  has  a  regard  for  the  pro- 
testant  religion^  or  the  present  and  future  quiet  and  hap* 
pii:ess  of  your  country,  that  I  need  not  press  you  to  lay 
it  seriously  to  heart,  and  to  consider  what  ftrthcfr  cf- 
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foctual  means  may  be  used  for  securing  the  succession  of 
crown  in  the  protectant  line,  and  exlinguiahing  tbt 
iMipesof  all  pntenden  and  tlieir  open  or  teoieC  abetton. 
By  the  French  king's  pUicing  his  ^ndsonon  the  thront 
of  Spauii  he  is  in  a  condition  to  oppress  the  rest  of  £u* 
Dope,  nnleat  apeedy  and  eflfectual  measnres  be  taken. 
Under  this  pietenoe  he  is  become  the  nal  master  of  tht 
whole  Spanish  monarchy ;  he  has  made  it  to  be  entirely 
depending  on  France,  and  disposes  of  it  as  of  his  own 
dominions ;  and  by  that  means  he  has  surronnded  lits 
■eigiiboma  in  such  a  manner,  that  tlimifh  the  name  of 
peace  may  be  said  to  continue,  yet  they  are  put  to  the 
expeuce  and  inconveniences  oi  war.  ThLs  must  afTcci 
England  in  the  nearest  and  most  sensible  manner  in  re* 
spect  la  oar  trade,  which  will  soon  become  precariona 
in  all  the  valnafole  branches  of  it ;  in  respect  to  our  peace 
and  safety  at  home,  which  wc  cannot  hope  sliould  long 
continue ;  and  in  respect  to  that  part  which  England 
onght  to  take  in  the  piescrfatiQii  of  the  liberty  of  En^ 
rope. 

In  order  to  obviate  the  general  calamity  witli  which 
Ihoiestof  £nropeis  thieatened  by  this  exorbitant  power 
•f  Fiance,  I  have  oondnded  several  allumoes  according 
to  the  encouragement  given  me  by  botli  houses  of  parlia- 
ment ;  which  I  will  direct  shall  be  laid  before  you,  and 
which  I  do  not  doubt  you  will  cnabk  me  to  make  good* 

There  are  some  other  treaticB  still  depending  that  shall 
be  likewise  communicated  to  you  as  soon  as  they  are 
perfected. 

Ills  fit  I  should  tell  yoit  the  eyes  of  allEnropears 
upon  this  pesttament.  Alt  matters  are  at  a  stand  till 
your  resolutions  axe  known^  and  therefore  no  time  ought 
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lobe  lost.   Ton  have  yet  an  opportunity,  by  God*f 

blt*s.siit^,  to  secure  to  you  and  yam  posterity  llie  quiet 
eujoymeat  of  your  religion  and  Ubcrlies,  if  you  are  not 
waatbg  to  yoUndves,  but  will  eaoert  the  antieat  vigour 
of  (be  I'liglish  nation.  Bui  I  tell  you  plataly  my  o|n« 
nioii  is,  if  you  do  not  lay  hold  on  occasion  you  liave 
no  reason  to  Jiopc  for  another. 

In  order  to  do  your  port,  it  will  be  neoeMiy  to  have 
a  great  strength  at  sea,  and  to  provide  for  the  eecority 
of  our  ships  in  harbour ;  and  also  that  there  be  snch  a 
fi>roe  at  land  as  ia  expected  in  proportion  to  the  lorcei 
of  our  allies. 

Gbntlesien  of  the  house  of  coMHoira, . 

I  no  recommend  these  matters  to  you  with 
that  concern  and  earnestness  which  their  importance  re- 
quires.  At  the  same  time  I  cannot  but  press  you- to  take 

care  of  the  public  credit,  >vhich  cannot  be  preserved  but 
by  keeping  sacred  that  maxim  that  they  shall  never  be 
losers  who  trust  to  a  parliamentary  security.  It  is  aU 
wajTs  with  regret  when  I  do  ask  aids  of  iny  people :  but 
you  will  observe  that  I  desire  nothing  which  relales  (o 
any  |)ersoual  expcnce  of  mine.  1  am  only  pressing  you 
to  do  all  you  can  for  your  own  safety  and  honour  at  so 
criticid  and  dangerous  a  time ;  and  am  willing  tJhat  what 
is  giv(?n  shall  Ix;  wholly  appropriated  to  the  purposes 
for  ^^Iiieh  it  is  intended.  And  since  I  am  speaking  on 
this  head  I  think  it  proper  to  put  you  in  mind  that^ 
during  the  late  war,  I  ordered  the  accounts  to  be  laid 
ycnily  i)cforr  llie  parliauieul,  and  also  gave  my  assi^nt  to 
several  bills  for  taking  the  public  accounts^  that  my  sub- 
jects might  hu?c  satisfaction  how  the  mpney  givm  for 
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tkewaar  was  applied.  Aiid  I  am  irilBi^^  tiiiit  nHttter 

may  be  put  in  any  farther  my  of  eicamiiiation :  that  it 
may  appear  whether  there  were  any  hiisapplications  and 
ipfiimanaggmente,  or  whether  the  debt  that  lemaios  updii» 
has  mBy  ariM»-ftMtt  the  shortnev  of  the  supplies  or 
the  deficiency  of  the  funds.  I  have  already  tuld  yoji 
bow  necessary  dispatch  will  be  for  carrying  on  that  great 
pablic  bosiaess  whereon  omr  safety  and  aU  that  is  vala« 
able  to  ns  depends.  I  hope  what  time  can  be  spared 
will  be  employed  about  those  other  very  desirable  things 
which  I  have  so  often  recommended  from  the  throne; 
I  mean  the  formfaig  some  good  bills  for  employing  (he 
poor,  for  encouraging  trade,  and  the  fiurtheif  suppressing 
of  vice. 

HT  liOnnS,  AND  GBSTTLBMEN) 

I  HOPE  you  are  come  iogeiOiet  determined 
to  avoid  all  manner  of  disputes  and  differences,  and  re- 
solved to  act  with  a  general  and  hearty  concurrence  fot 
promoting  the  common  cause;  which  akne  can  make 
thb  a  happy  flosion.  I  should  think  it  as  great  a  bless* 
ing  as  could  I^efal  England,  if  I  could  observe  you  as 
much  inclined  to  lay  aside  those  unhappy  fatal  animo- 
aitics  which  divide  and  weaken  jou,  asl  am  disposed  to 
make  aH  my  subjects  safe  and  easy  as  to  any,  even  the 
highest^  offences  committed  against  me.  Let  me  conjure 
you  to  disappoint  the  only  hopes  of  our  enemies  by  your 
mmnimitj.  1  have  shewn,  and  will  always  shew,  how 
desboos  I  am  to  be  the  common  fiUher  of  id!  my  people. 
Do  you  in  like  manner  lay  aside  parties  and  divisions. 
Let  there  be  no  other  distinction  heard  of  among  us  for 
the  ftttttie  bat  of  (hose  who  aie  for  the  piotestant  rdi« 
TOL.  If.  p  p 
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gkm  and  the  prcsei|4  estsiblihhmcnty  aud  of  4ho6e  wbo 
iDflafti^po|M»bpriiii»aad»FiiBMiigQV«]imint.  IwiU 
only  add  t]M$  if  you  do  in  good  emmtdmm  tant 

JBngland  lioUl  the  balance  of  Europe,  and  to  be  indeed 
•at  the  bead  of  the  protestant  interest,  it  will  appear  b/ 
jonr  light  improyiqg  the  pieaent  opportunitj. 

▲fiOBBSa  OF  TUE  HOUSE  OM  COMMOIIf* 
MO»T. GRACIOUS  SOVEREIGN, 

Wb  your  m^egty^s  most  diiifiil  and  loyalnb- 

jectS)  ihc  commons  of  England  in  parliament  a&scmbled, 
do  return  our  lao&t  humble  aud  hearty  thanks  to  your 
majesty  for  your  most  gracious  speech  from  tfae.thiOM^ 
and  humbly  crave  leave  to  assure  your  majesty  that  fliif 
house  will  support  and  defend  your  majesty's  lawful 
•and  rightful  title  to  the  crown  of  these  roalmsy  against 
the  pietended  prince  of  Walesi  and  all  his  open  aad  aa* 
•cflet  abettors  aad  adherents,  and  all  other  your  najesty'a 
rn«  lilies  wbut soever.  And  wc  will  enable  your  nrajcsty 
to  shew  your  just  resentment  of  the  aOront  and  indignity 
,offeied  to  y&n  nuyesty  and  this  natioB  by  the  Fisncli 
lung,  in  taking  upon  him  to  deckuBs.the  pretended 
prince  of  W  ales  kinn:  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ire* 
land.  And  we  are  iirmly  and  unanimously  lesolyed  to 
maintain  and  sppport  the  suoceuMMi  la  tW  imperiii 
-crown  of  this  veabn,  and  thedomiaipnB  and  tenitorisi 
thereunto  belonging,  in  the  protcstaut  line,  as  the  same 
M  settled  by  an  act,  declaring  the  rights  and  Ubaities  of 
thesnbject^  and  settling  the  suosaMR  of  the 
and  forthor  provided  for  by  an  act  of  the  last  parli»» 
mmty  entitled     Aa  act  fur  the  iosihcr  limitatkMi  of 
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the  crown,  and  better  securing  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  subjeoU"  Aod  for  tbe  better  effecting  the  samey 
mwitt  tothevtmintof  ottr  powir  enable  your  mi^y 
io  MMibe  good  all  those  alliances  your  majesty  has  made, 
or  shall  make,  pursuant  to  the  addresses  and  advice  o£ 
your  most  dulifttl  a&d  loyal  commons  of  the  last  parUa* 
meat,  forthefneservingthe  liberties  of  Eniope  and  ie> 
dndng  the  exorbitant  power  of  Fiance* 

The  above  address  was  presented  January  9y  170?, 
hj  ane  whote  hoQsei  and  his  majesty  letumed  the  fol- 
IvaiagansiMrt 

GBNTLEMEN, 

I  GiTB  you  my  heart  J  thanb  ibrthhad* 
tbess,  whic%  I  look  upon  as  a  good  omen  for  the  session. 
The  unanimity  with  which  it  passed  ad(ls  greatly  to  the 
aatisfaction  I  leceite  from  it*  80  good  a  step  at  youc 
tet  entrance  upon  business  cannot  but  raise  the  hopes 
of  aU  who  wish  well  to  England,  and  to  the  common 
cause.  I  can  desire  no  more  of  you  than  tu  proceed  as 
you  hate  begun,  and  I  depend  upon  it*  For  when  I 
Mislder  how  cheerfully  and  unirasaUy  you  concurred 
in  this  address,  I  cannot  doubt  bat  every  one  of  you 
will  sinceiely  endeavour  to  make  it  efiiectual  in  all  the 
parts  of  it. 

The  first  session  of  the  new  parliament  thus  opening 
fn  a  manner  unusually  auspicious,  Uie  king  having 
fully  lecorered  his  popularity,  and  the  two  houses  ap« 
pearhig  disposed  to' hearken  with  respect  and  attention 
to  any  proposition  relating  to  the  public  welfare  wiiick 
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'  sliould  he  ma^le  to  them  on  the  part  of  the  cnymi,  A$ 

king  deemed  it  a  favorable  opportunity,  ill  as  lie  thea 
Av.is,  and  incapable  as  the  generality  of  jx^rsons  in  liis 
Aitualion  vrouid  have  been  to  turn  their  thoughts  to  pub- 
lic afikin,  to  send,  Fehmaiy  S8,  1709,  the  loUffiruig 
messaiire,  on  a  subject  ever  near  to  his  heart,  to  both 
houses  of  parliament}  being  the  io^t  they  ever  received 
from  him :  • 

WILLIAM  R. 

His  majesty  being  at  present  hindered  by 
an  unhappy  accident  from  coming  in  person  to  his  par- 
liament, is  pleased  to  signify  to  the  house  of  peers  (com* 
mons)  by  message,  what  he  designed  to  have  spolKn  to 
both  houses  from  the  throne.  His  majesty  in  the  first 
year  of  his  reign  did  acquaint  the  parliament  that  com* 
xnissionen  were  anthoriied  in  Scotland  to  treat  with  soch 
commissioners  as  should  be  appointed  in  England,  €i 
proper  terms  for  uniting  llic  two  kingdoms,  and  at  the 
same  time  expressed  his  great  desire  of  jsuch  an  union, 
His  majesty  is  fully  satisfied  that  nothing  can  more  con- 
tribute to  the  present  and  future  aecuritj  and  happiness 
of  England  and  Scotland,  than  u  firm  and  entire  union 
between  them  ;  and  he  cannot  but  hope  that,  upon  a 
due  consideration  of  our  piesent  dnaunstanoes,  there 
will  be  fonnd  a  generel  disposition  to  this  union.  His 
majesty  would  esttx^m  it  a  jhh  iiliar  felicity  if,  during  his 
reign,  some  happy  expedient  for  making  both  kingdoms 
one  might  take  place,  and  is  therefiwe  extremely  desir« 
ous  that  a  treaty  lor  that  purpose  might  be  set  on  fixit, 
and  does  in  the  most  earnest  mminer  recommend  this 
affair  to  the  consideration  of  the  house. 
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On  the  17Ui  March  the  king  gave  the  roja!  assent  bjr 
commission,  nstng  a  stamp  for  the  purpose  of  signature, 

to  the  famous  abjnrtition  bill.  So  that  the  thr(?c  last 
public  acts  of  his  life  \icre  very  memorable.  1 1  is  last 
speech,  his  last  messagei  and  his  last  exercise  of  legisla- 
tive authority,  testifying,  as  it  were,  to  his  latest  mo* 
ments,  and  with  his  dqiartin^  breath,  his  ardent  wishes 
for  the  advancement  of  the  general  happiness,  and  his 
detestation  of  tyranny  in  every  fi^m,  political,  civil,  and 
idigions.  He  died  Bfaieh  8,  1709,  in  the  height  of 
his  reputation,  and  In  the  meridian  of  his  liie^  liie 
f)istinguished  beyond  all  otliers  l)y  a  series  of  great  and 
heroic  actions,  the  invariable  object  of  which  was,  not 
like  that  of  other  heroes,  the  ruin  or  .destruction,  but 
theieal,  essential,  and  permanent  ifelfiue^  of  mankind^ 


I 


PN  THE  STATE  OF  PARTIES, 

1703, 

QUEEN  AMNEj^  a  woibmi  of  an  couxfioit  hourt,  bil 
very  ncurrow  understand  in|?)  fidd  imbibed  from  eariy 
education  a  strong  preUikclioa  for  higb-cburch  and 
toiy  principleB.  These  priiicipl»  had  necesiarily  uader^i 
gone  iome  modification  from  the  gieal  and  fecent  event 
of  ibellevolufion,  in  which  (he  tories  cordially  concurred, 
in  spite  of  former  animosities,  witli  their  political  adm^ 
saricft  the  whigs.   The  antient  dogmas  of  posdve  obe* 
dieoce  and  non-resistance  could  not  therelbfe)  in  present 
circumstances,  be  maintained  in  their  full  extent,  and  the 
doctrine  of  religious  toleration,  established  by  an  act 
urbich  was  regarded  as  forming  part  of  the  basis  of  the 
new  settlement,  was  no  longer  called  in  qoestion.  Bat 
the  spurit  and  temper  of  the  two  state  factions,  when  the 
danger  which  united  them  was  dissipated^  remained  as 
inimical  and  irreconcileabb  as  ever.    The  systems  of 
government  which  th^  respectively  adopted  were  in* 
deed  wholly  opposite  in  their  nature  and  tendency. 
The  principles  of  the  whigs,  with  which  their  practices 
were  by  no  means  always  in  unison,  wm  directed  to  the 
advancement  and  security  of  liberty  d^il  and  rdlgioiis* 
The  prerogatives^  of  the  crown,  whenever  carried  be^ 
yond  the  just  limits  of  political  utility,  appeared  to  them 
as  encroachments  and  usurpations  upon  the  rights  of 
the  people,  and  they  nggaided,  or  professed  to  nsgaidt 
inrltli  a  jealous  eyc^  every  extension  of  the  monarchical 
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wtAmHf.  ThdTHUudiMofgofeniiiimtiKwnildaBd^ 
ooneiliatory ;  iiimmsof  coercion  and  Tioleiice  being 
resorted  to  by  them  with  reluctance^  and  £rom  a  clear 
OMTiction  only  of  their  neoesBitj. 

Thecpirkof  the  toryBysism  milled  <ni  the  oofttmy 
ealinilBlad  fm  tbe  advanla^  of  the  gowitm  rather  thui 
of  the  i^oTcrned.    Though  the  adherents  of  this  system 
now  deny  the  lawfulness  of  resistance  in  ex- 
fmamaaoj  they  depvecated  the  dieounioa  ef  sodaa- 
geroiia  a  troth,  and  nade  in  effisct  aH  political  yirtim 
and  duties  to  centre  in  submiission  to  the  supreme  power  \ 
of  the  state.    Conceiving  that  the  slightest  tendency  to 
diiobedieM  could  not  be  teo  «rardj  vepieMd,  thef 
ipeie  aMMl  ploMwd  and  gtatlfied  when  the  Bomeign  an* 
thority  was  exercised  with  harshness  and  haughtiness, 
on  the  avowed  principle  that  mankind  were  to  be  ruled 
ohiefljby  ter^  ajid  penroaded  lhat  thoee  lawkw  paa- 
sions  whtoh  led  to  sedition  and  lebellion  ytm  to  be  le* 
strained  only  by  a  hiirh  and  imperious  domination, 
ultimate^  tending,  as  they  conceived,  to  the  general 
aecurity  and  happinoiK*  From  tins  deKineataon  of  the 
opposite  parties,  It  is  evideni  that  the  priacipleB  of  tbo 
whigs  were  very  liable  to  be  abused  by  the  factious,  and 
perverted  to  the  purposes  ofannrcliy  and  licentiousness. 
But  as  all  gorenunenls  and  all  individnals  possessed  o£ 
power  are  nateiaUy  ])rono  to  exceed  the  Ihsnts  of  mo* 
deration  in  the  rxrrcise  of  it,  the  far  greater  danger  lay 
on  the  other  side ;  namely,  that  tlie principles  of  toryism 
wonld  habitnally  predominate,  and  that  the  spirit  of 
domination  would  lenninate  hi  the  spirit  of  oppressioa. 

In  the  im])ortant  soum^  now  statcti  and  explained,  the 
two  parties  of  whigs  and  tories  will  ever  subsist  under 
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every  fom,  and  more  especiaUjr  under  every  free  fonii 
of  gawnuaeoi^  and  theie  is  no  ramm  for  discuvyo^ 
&MUdmis\y  the  use  of  the  tenof .  la  both  parties  indi-i 
Tiduals  may  doubtless  be  found  of  the  bigliest  respecta- 
l^iy;  and  ampngii  the  most  ealightened  of  those  who 
vn  chiefly  soUeitons  on  the  oae  hand  to  upwiitfa^  the 
just  and  constitutional  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  and 
OQ  the  other  to  preserve  t'n tire  the  ricfhts  and  liberties  of 
the  subject,  very  faint  shades  of  dii&rence  would  pro-i 
M>ly  be  disooyesed  on  a  dispaadoiiate  cxamiBattoiiand 
oomparison  of  sentiments. 

On  the  27th  February,  1703,  terminated  the  first  ses* 
sion  of  the  first  parliament  elected  in  the  present  reign, 
in  the  course  of  which  manifat  ptoofr  appeared  of  the 
decided  ascendancy  of  the  tones;  although  ranch  of  the 
rage  of  party  was  restrained  and  moderated  by  tlie  po- 
litical sagacity  of  the  great  leaders,  Godolphin  and 
Mariborongh^  men  who  possessed  aa  intimate  know* 
ledge  of  human  nature,  and  indubitable  talents  for  go- 
vernment. The  speecli  of  the  queen  to  the  two  hoU6eS| 
previous  to  the  prorogation,  contained  the  foUowing  re* 
markabk  and  chaiacteiistic  pamgiaph : 

MT  I«0]inS,  AND  QENXLEMEN, 

I  DESIRE  and  expect  from  you  thai  you 
make  it  your  business  in  your  several  counties  to  con- 
tinue and  preserve  the  quiet  and  satisfaction  of  ray  sub- 
jects. I  hope  such  of  them  as  have  the  misfortune  to 
dissent  from  the  church  of  England  will  rest  secure  and 
satisfied  in  the  act  of  tdbention,  which  I  am  resolved  to 
maintain;  and  that  all  those  who  have  the  happiness  and 
advantage  to  be  of  the  church  ot  England,  will  con^idec^ 
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Uiat  I  have  liad  my  education  in  it,  and  tbat  1  hay^ 
bam  wilUttg  to  run  great  bannb  tat  its  pieaonrafioB ; 
and  thmfw  they  may  be  Tory  smre  I  shaU  always  make 

it  my  own  parti(  ubr  care  to  encourage  and  maintain 
this  church  as  by  law  established^  and  every  the  leail 
inember  of  it^  inall  Ihek  jqsl  lights  and  priTilqpes* 

It  is  highly  probable  that  to  (be  solicitude  of  this 
good  and  pioDS  pKincess  for  the  pveseryation  of  tho 
fiKuncH)  and  nol  to  any  attadkMnt  whici^slie  idt &r 
the  uiteicsts  of  ciyil  Itb^y,  may  be  ascribed  the  part 
t»he  toolv  in  tlie  late  revolution,  which  she  never  con* 
l^iyed  to  be  capable  of  vindication  upon  the  pqndpfes 
fiTOwed  by  the  great  body  of  the  whigs. 
'  Bat  for  Ihe  queen's  own  coimnent  upon  this  passage, 
we  may  refer  to  a  letter  w  ritten  by  her  at  this  period  to 
the  duchess  of  Marlborough— 4be  correspondence  be* 
tween  tbe  two  friends  being  carried  on  under  the  a& 
fisded  nsmes  of  Morley  and  Freeman.  It  may  be  tran- 
siently remarked  that  the  queen  had  been  accustomed 
to  t»tyle  herself  the  unfortunate  Morley"  from  the  »ni 
of  thedeathof  ber  only  and  darlusg  child,  the  dnke  of 
Glocester,  a  prinee  of  the  greatest  hopes;  and  the  loss 
of  whom  was  ill  compensated  to  his  disconsolate  mother 
by  the  acquisition  of  a  crown.  Such  is  the  insufliciency 

of  bnman  grandcnr  to  confer  happiness  t 

t        •        «        •  « 

I  am  very  glad  to  find  by  my  dear  Mrs.  Freeman's 
that  I  was  blessed  with  yesterday,  that  she  liked  my 
speech ;  but  I  ouinot  bdp  being  estiemdy  concerned 
you  are  so  partial  to  the  whigs ;  because  I  would  not 
liayeyott  and  your  poor  unfortapatc  iaithfui  Morkjr 
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differ  in  opinion  in  the  least  thiog.  What  I  said  wkm 
I  writ  W  mpon  tint  mbjni  4mm  not  froceed  from  any 
IminnatkMS  of  the  other  party  ;  bat  I  know  the  prin- 
ciples  of  the  chore li  of  En;^bnd,  and  I  know  those  of 
Ihe  wikigs,  and  that  it  is  that  and  m  oiber  naMMi  which 
nakeg     think  as  I  do  of.the  bit. 

And  upon  my  word,  my  dear  Mrs.  Freeman,  yon  are 
mightily  mistaken  in  your  notion  of  a  true  whig  ;  for  the 
character  yon  give  of  them  docs  not  in  the  least  beknif 
tothem  hnttothechnich.  Bnt  I  wittsay  nottneon 
IMsMlbject,  only  be^,  for  my  pc  or  sake,  that  yoo  would 
not  sliew  more  countenance  to  those  you  seem  to  have  m 
mndk  indinntion  ler  than  to  the  diuidi  party . 

In  two  years  after  this  the  tories  having  highly  offended 
the  queen,  by  moving  for  an  invitation  to  the  electress 
dowager  of  Haao^  lo  reside  in  Bngiand»  and  the  wfaigs 
Imvtng  paid  their camt  to  hev  majesty  by  •ppoBhigk^ 
^  expref>sed  her  chani^  of  opinion  relative  to  the  two 
parties — a  change  sudden  and  tramieut,  in  the  foUawing 
terms : 

^  1  believe,  dear  Mm.  Fkesauia  and  I  shall  not  disagiee 

as  we  have  formerly  done,  for  I  am  sensible  of  the  ser« 
vices  those  people  have  done  me  that  you  have  a  good 
•pinion  of,  and  will  countenance  them^  mid  am  tho« 
TOBghly  convinced  of  the  maKoe  and  insolence  of  them 
that  you  have  always  been  speaking  against*** 
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LETTER  OF  QUJEEN  ANNE 

TO  '^«C 

rARUAMENT  OF  SCOTJiANa 

4.  D.  1704. 


NOTWITHfinPANDING  the  secret  predilection  of 
lord  Godolphin  for  the  interests  of  the  exiled  family, 
and  tho  leai  wish  piotablj  entertained  hy  him  for  their 
MlontiDnjon  terms  pompittiUe  vkb  Ubortici  of  tli9 
kingdom,  civil  and  religions,  tliere  appears  not  the  least 
evidence  that  he  at  an^  period  imagined  such  an  event 
JikdLjr  or  psacticablo. 

On  tbe  cofttnury,  firom  Us  tnt  entaiios  iBl»  adni» 
fiistration,  lie  adopted  sacli  ucasms  asiretedfiectly  ci^ 
culated  to  frustrate  their  projects  and  extinguish  their 
kopes ;  particularlj  in  wkat  related  to  the  settlement  of 
ike  SMttish  orowo*  In  the  fi»l  pnilinnt  iMkt  at 
Edinburgh,  Jane  M19  ITOS,  snliseqMnl;  t6  tie  qnbsn's 
accession)  the  duke  of  Queeiisbury,  high  commissioner, 
necnnniended  to  thoB  the  consideration  of  an  union  be* 
tween  the  kingdoDS,  and  ooattisskMMfi^Mi  aetmlljp. 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  treating  wM  tiMMenoinl* 
nated  by  the  English  parliament.  And  though  the 
evertaie  of  the  carl  of  Marchmont  for  settlii^  tho  sue* 
eeislaa  ms  diseoiintenaaeed  bjrthe  high  conmuskmer, 
no  offence  was  taken  at  his  conduct  in  this  instance  by 
the  friends  of  the  house  of  Brunswick,  the  overture  itself 

Hematwoi  and  fery  iU.«tinMd,  in  ooose- 


Digitized  by  Go' 


I 


$99  AFP£NDIX. 

qnence  of  th>  donbts  entertained  by  a  lar^  pmportion 
of  the  nation  of  the  re«^iilarit^,  and  eveu  validity,  of  the 
acts  passed  in  this  session. 

The  second  parliament  met  on  the  6ib  May,  1703, 
the  duke  of  Queensbnry  acting  a  second  time  as  high 
commissioner.  But  though  the  tories  were  now  in 
powoT)  the  queen's  advocate,  sir  James  Stuart,  ofleied, 
at  an  early  period,  an  act  for  lescinding  an  act  of 
the  third  parliament  of  king  Charles  II.,  esfabltshtng 
the  succession  of  the  croun  in  the  next  blood  in  the 
loyal  line  of  \vhatsoever  religion,— so  for  as  the  same 
vai  inconsistent  if  ith  tiie  daim  of  right  and  the  piesent 
•etClement  made  In  kim^  WiHtam's  time.**  This  inmlA 
have  amounted  to  a  virtual  seUlcraent  of  the  crown  on 
the  house  of  Brunswick  as  the  nearest  protcstanti>  of  the 
loyal  blood.  Notwithstanding^  howem,  that  the  mi* 
Bntiy  exerted  themselves  strongly  in  support  of  this 
o\'crfure,  the  Scottish  parliament,  which  had  other  ob- 
jects in  view,  would  not  sutler  it  even  to  bo  read,  and  it 
vas  carried  by  a  considerable  majority  that  it  should  lie 
vpoR  the  table.  The  third  peitf  ament  was  oonwned  at 
Etlinburgh,  July  6th,  1704,  tlic  marquis  of  Tweeddalc 
))eing  high  commissioner.  This  nobleman,  five  days 
after  the  opening  of  the  tenion,  presented  to  the  £states 
.a  lawMwkahle  letter  from  the  queen,  recommending,  in 
very  cpierirelic  terms,  the  settlement  of  the  succession  in 
the  protcblont  line.  In  lieu  of  which  the  famous  act  of 
leetirity  passed,  to  the  extreme  chagrin  of  lord  Godol- 
l^itt,  who,  from  this  period,  justly  regarding  thesitoai 
tion  of  atiuirs  as  most  alarming  ajid  critical,  exerted  him-f 
self  vigoroubly  to  eilect  an  union  of  the  two  cpuutries, 
whifik  by  eiibrts  of  great  ability  aqd  peraeraiaaor  lie  at 
last  happily  accomplished. 
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MY  LOADS,  AND  GENTLEMAN, 

Nothing  has  troubled  us  more  since  our 
accession  to  the  crown  of  tkese  reahns  thaiithc  unsettled 
tU^te  of  aiim  ill  UiaioiirastiaDi  kingdom^  We  hoped 
that  the  feundations  of  diflferanoes  and  animontiQk  that^ 
♦o  our  great  rogref,  wc  discovered  anion*;  you,  did  not 
lie  so  deep  but  that,  by  the  methods  v/c  have  proceeded 
ID,  iktj  mif  hi  have  bean  nemof  ed«  But  instead  of  sue- 
ooBsia  ourendcayoan,  theientia  beoome  wider;  nay, 
divisions  have  proceeded  to  such  a  height,  as  to  prove 
matter  of  encouragement  to  our  enemies  beyond  sea  to 
emploj  their  emiaariffl  amotg  yoa,  in  order  to  debauch 
our  goodeubjects  fiom  their  alfc^giance,  and  to  tender 
that  our  antient  kingdom  a  scene  of  blood  and  disorder, 
merely,  as  they  speak,  to  make  you  serve  as  a  diversion. 
But  we  aie  willing  to  hope  that  hone  of  our  subjectBy 
but  such  as  ware  obnojdoos  to  the  laws  fiw  their  ctimei^ 
or  men  of  low  and  desperate  fortunes,  or  that  are  other- 
wise inconsiderable,  have  given  car  to  such  pernicious 
contrivances*  And  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt  of  the 
assurances  given  us  bj  those  bow  entrusted  wilh  osv 
au  hority,  that  they  will  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to 
convince  our  people  of  the  advantage  and  necessity  of 
the  present  neasures.  For  we  have  always  been  inclined 
to  bdie ve  that  the  late  mbtakes  did  not  proceed  Inmi  any 
want  of  duty  and  respect  to  us,  but  only  from  different 
opinions  as  to  measures  of  government.    This  being 
the  case,  we  are  resolved,  for  the  full  contentment  and 
satisfection  of  our  people,  to  giant  whatever  can  in  ]» 
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non  be  demanded  for  rectifying  of  abuses  and  quieting 
the  minds  of  all  our  good  subjects.   In  order  to  thk  «6 
Jia^  named  the  marqub  of  Tweeddate  onr  high 
sioner,  be  beino^  a  person  of  whose  capacity  and  pro- 
bityi  or  qualifications,  and  dispositions  to  serve  us  and 
the  oottotry,  neither  we  nor  you  can  have  any  doubt* 
And  "He  have  fully  empcrmed  him  to  gm  jou  un- 
questionable proofs  of  oar  resolution  to  maintain  the  go- 
vemment  both  in  church  and  state  as  by  law  established 
fa  that  our  kingdom;  and  to  ooment  to  aaoh  laws  as 
abalt  be  found  wanting  fer  the  Ibither  secufity  of  boA, 
and  preventinsr  all  encroachments  on  the  same  for  the 
future.    Thus  having  done  our  part,  wc  are  persuaded 
.that  jott  will  not  fiiil  to  do  yours,  bntwill  lay  hold  on 
tiiis  opportumtf  to  shew  the  world  the  sfnoeritjof  the 
professions  made  to  us,  and  that  it  was  the  tnic  love  of 
your  country,  and  the  sense  of  your  duty  to  it,  and 
therefore  not  the  want  of  duty  to  us,  for  we  shall  always 
leckon  these  two  inconsistent,  that  was  at  the  bottom  oi 
the  late  misunderstandinsrs.    The  main  thini^  that  we 
^commend  to  you,  and  which  we  rescommend  to  you 
withall  the  earnestness  we  are  capable  of,  is  thcsettluig 
tif  the  sncoession  in  the  protestant  line,  as  that  which  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  your  own  peace  and  happiness, 
as  well  as  our  quiet  and  security  in  all  our  dominions, 
and  for  the  reputation  of  our  affiurs  abroad ;  and  con* 
toquently  for  the  strengthemng  the  protertant  intoittt 
every  where.    This  has  been  our  fixed  judsrmcnt  and 
resolution  ever  siuce  we  came  to  the  crown  ;  and  though 
hitherto  opportunities  have  not  answered  our  intentions, 
HMttm  are  no^^  coitie  to  that  pass,  by  the  undoubted 
«videi|oe  of  the  designs  of  our  enemies,  that  a  longer  do 
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lay  of  settling  the  succession  in  (he  profosfant  line  niny 
have  very  dano^rous  consequences,  and  a  disappoint- 
ment of  it  would  inMliblj  make  tliat  our  kingdom  the 
seat  of  war,  and  expoie  it  to  devastation  and  rain«  At 
to  the  terras  and  conditions  of  government  with  regard 
to  the  successor,  \ve  have  empowered  our  commissioner 
to  give  tiie  rojral  anent  towiiaterarcaa  micaaoB  bede* 
manded,  and  is  in  our  .power  to  grant,  for  securing  tlie 
sovereignty  and  liberties  of  that  our  antient  kingdom. 

Wc  are  now  in  a  war  which  makes  it  necessary  to 
provide  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom ;  the  time  of  the 
«  fimds  tlwt  we»  laldy  gtveii  iat  ibe  mauitenalioe  of  ihrn 
land  £»roeB  being  expired,  and  thoMdd  funds axhaastod, 
provision  ought  also  to  be  made  Ccr  supplying  the  ma« 
gasinei  with  arms  and  ammunitaan,  and  repairing  ikf^ 
fiirta  and  cattksy  and  for  the  chaige  of  the  Irigalet  that 
prove  so  useful  for  guarding  the  coasts.    We  carncMtly 
recommend  to  you  whatever  may  contribute  to  the  ad- 
vamceiMnt  of  tme  piety  and  disconragemeat  of  vice  and 
inunoralitj;  and  wedottbtaotbntyou  wiUtal^caieto 
onconrage  trade  and  improre  the  }>rodnct  and  nianu<* 
factories  of  ilu)  nation  ;  iii  all  which,  and  every  thing 
else  that  can  \ye  for  the  good  and  happiness  of  our 
people,  joa  shall  have  our  heaitj  and  ready  concur* 
lence.  We  shall  only  add,  that  unanimity  and  nodora* 
tion  in  all  your  proceedings  ^sill  be  of  great  use  for 
bringing  to  a  happy  issue  the  important  a&urs  that  we 
iiave  laid  before  yoo,  and  wiU  be  also  most  acoeplablt 
to  118.  So  we  bid  you  heartily  iaiewd* 

CiVfJi  at  our  Court  at  fTindsor  Cattle,  the  95th  day  qfJune, 
1704,  and  of  our  Reign  the  3d  Year, 


BATTLE  OF  BLENHEIM. 

A.D.  1698* 


nUKE  OF  MABLBOROUGII  TO  MR.  6£CRETAUV 

UARLJBY* 

Camp  «A  SoekUei^AuguU  170A« 

SIR, 

I  GAVE  you  an  account  oa  Sunday  of  the 
thoationvpeweietliea  inland  thai  lie  expects  tohetf 
ibBcnemy  would  pass  tlie  Danube  at  Lawingen,  in  oidtf 

to  attack  princo  Eugene.  At  eleven  that  night  we  had 
an  express  from  him  that  the  enemy  were  come  over,  and 
dciih^g  that  he  might  be  relnfofoed  as  soon  as  possttile  t 
vheveupon  I  ctdmd  my  brother  Churchill  to  advance 
at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  with  his  twenty  battalions, 
and  by  three  the  whole  array  was  in  motion.  For  the 
gieater  espedition  I  ddeied  put  of  the  tioope  to  pest 
over  the  Danube,  and  fcXUrw  the  march  of  Ae  twentf 
battalions ;  and  ^v*itli  most  of  the  horse  and  the  foot  of 
the  first  line  I  passed  the  Lech  at  Rain,  and  came  over 
the  Danube  at  Donawert ;  so  that  we  all  jomed  the 
prince  that  night,  intending  to  advance  and  take  this 
camp  of  Hochstedt.  In  order  whereto  we  Went  out  on 
Tuesday  early  in  f  he  morning,  with  forty  s(piadroQS|  to 
Tiew  the  ground,  but  found  the  enemy  had  already  pos* 
sessed  themselves  of  it :  whereupon  we  resolved  to  attack 
them,  and  accordingly  we  marched  between  three  and 
four  yesterday  morning  iiom  the  camp  at  Muu^teti 
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leaving  all  our  teols  ifandiBg.  About  six  we  cude  in 
Tiflw  of  the  enemy,  vfhoy  we  iaani,  dad  not  eifpect  lo 

early  a  visit.    The  cannon  began  to  play  a!x)ut  half  an. 
hour  after  eight.  They  formed  themsel  ves  in  two  bodies  ;  « 
the  dector^  with  M.  Manin  and  their  tioopt  on  oar 
right,  and  M.  de  Tallaid  with  all  his  own  on  our  leH, 
which  last  fell  to  my  share.  They  had  two  little  rivulets, 
besides  a  morass,  before  them,  which  we  were  obliged 
to  fiafli  over  in  their  Tiew  ^  and  prince  £ugene  was 
Ibroed  to  take  a  great  compass  to  come  to  the  enemy, 
so  that  it  was  one  o'cloclv  before  the  battle  bc^gun.  It 
lasted  with  great  vigour  till  sunset,  when  the  enemy 
were  obliged  to  retire,  and  by  the  blessing  of  God,  we 
obtained  a  complete  vicfoiy.   We  have  cnt  off  ^^reat 
numbers  of  them,  as  well  in  the  action  as  in  the  retreat, 
besitles  upwards  of  thirty  squadrons  of  ibe  French, 
which  I  pushed  into  the  Danube,  where  we  saw  tha 
greatest  part  of  them  perish;  monsienr  de  Tallaid^ 
witli  several  of  his  general  officers,  being  taken  prisoners 
at  the  same  time.    And  in  the  village  of  Blenheim, 
which  the  enemy  had  intrenched  and  fortified,  and 
where  they  made  the  greatest  opposition,  I  obliged 
twenty-six  entire  balialions,  and  twelve  squadrons  of 
dragoons,  to  surrender  themselves  prisoners  at  discre« 
tion.   We  took  likewiM  aU  their  tenia  standing,  wkh 
their  cannon  and  ammnnition,  as  also  a  great  nurebef 
of  standards,  kettle  drums,  and  colours,  in  the  action  ; 
io  that  1  reckon  the  greatest  part  of  M.  TaUard's  army 
is  taken  or  destroyed.   Thebarery  of  all  onrtioopsoa 
this  occasion  cannot  be  expressed  t  the  generals,  as  wdl 
as  the  ollicers  and  soldiers,  b<*having  themselves  with  tiie 
greatest  courage  and  resolution,  the  horse  and  dragoons 
having  beea  obliged  to  charge  four  of  five  leveial  times. 

VOXff  II*  41  ^ 
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Tfe  elector  and  M.  de  Mania  were  so  advantageonsff 
iMMled«  Hut  £MECBe  csald  ■ake  wo  uummob 
tin  tie  fhM  attek,  at  mt  aefoi  at  ni^ht,  wImb  W 

made  a  srrpat  slauirhtcr  of  them  ;  but  W  ing  near  a  wood- 
nde,  a  good  bodjr  o£  Banudans  retired  into  it,  and  ike 
mlof  tluitanijrRiieaAed  towuda  iMmmgmj  k  hang 
to(»  late,  and  the  troofn  too  ranch  tkcd,  to  pmiwe  tfctin 
for.    I  cannot  say  too  much  in  praise  of  the  pnnci'^ 
good  oondact,  and  tlie  hmwrj  of  bb  tioopa,  Uiii 
accatioo.  Yoa  will  pkaie  fa  laj  thk  bcCm  her  aia* 
jesty  and  Its  rojal  hicrhimi,  to  whoai  I  send  any  loid 
Tunbridgc  with  the  i^cxxl  nev?s.  I  pray  you  will  likewise 
iafarm  jFUwatifj  and  let  mc  know  her  majaty'a  ptoawurj 
Si  wall  idaliv  la  Bi.  Tallaid  and  the  other  giiwil 
officers,  as  inr  the  dbpofl^  of  near  twdve  hondred  other 
ofii(x;rs,  and  between  eight  and  nine  thousand  common 
aaldieiay  whobeiag  all  made  priaoacia  by  her  majesty's 
tfoopa^aieoitireiyatherdbpoadr  btttaathechaigeaf 
anbfiisting  these  officers  and  nes  annt  be  ^ery  fgrmt,  I 
presume  her  majesty  will  be  inclined  that  they  be 
rhangnd  fior  any  other  prieooen  that  ofkt^  1  shoold 
Ihewiia  be  glad  to  leoeife  her  majeitj's  diieetioaa  Ibr 
the  dispatrli  of  the  standards  and  cokran,  whereof  f 
have  not  yet  the  iiumlH*r,  but  s^uebs  there  cannot  be  less 
thu  one  hiuKliad,  which  is  moie  than  hat  been  taken  im 
any  batfle  these  auny  yean.   Yoa  will  eanlj  beiiefo 
that  in  so  long  and  vigoeaiis  an  actioo,  the  Enerlish, 
who  had  8o  creat  a  share  in  it,  must  have  sufFeretl  as 
woU  in  oflkxn  as  aneo,  but  1  have  not  yei  the  paitico* 


I  am,  Sir, 
Your ^ost obedient  lumiMe  servnnf, 

MAiUJiOJiOLGU* 
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DUKE  OF  MARLBOROUGtf 

TO  Yds 

DUKE  OF  SHREWSBURY. 

THE Jirst  of  the  two  following  letters,  from  the  duke 
of  Marlborough  to  the  duke  of  Shiewsbuiy,  displajs  ia 
strong  colours  the  chagrin  of  that  great  commander,  in 
being  obligwl,  from  a  total  ^lure  of  the  promised  co- 
.  operation  on  the  part  uf  prince  Louis  of  Badcn^  to  re« 
treat  from  the  MoeeUe  to  the  Meuse.  The  seetmd  ex« 
hibits  no  len  mentment  and  indignation  at  the  donduct 
of  the  Dutch  field-tleputics,  in  compelling  him  to  desist 
from  an  attack  upon  tlic  French  army  under  M.  Vil- 
'  leroj,  which  he  had  concosted  ifith  M.  D'AuTQrqoerqof 
with  every  prospect  of  sucoesf  • 


DUU  of  VAKLBOROlrOH  TO  T0B  nXttM  OF  taBgWI* 

BURT. 

Maestrichly  June  50,  1705. 

HT  IiOBD|  * 

By  the  failure  of  our  friend»  in  all  they  pi'o' 
Biised  me  oa  the  Moselle,  I  have  been  obliged  to  mafob 
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back  to  the  Mease.  I  was  fifteen  days  together  in  tlie 
camp  of  Elft,  without  being:  joined  by  any  troops  but 

what  were  in  the  En^^lish  and  Dutch  pay,  though  I 
was  to  have  been  considerably  reinforced  by  the  Grer- 
mans  immediately  upoo  mj  taking  the  field;  and  find- 
ing already  a  scarcity  of  forage  by  the  unseasonable 
cold  weallier,  ^vhi^h  had  destroyed  all  the  grass  and 
oatsi  with  no  manner  of  hopes  of  being  supplied  in  any 
leasonable  time  with  horses  and  carriages,  ptonnsed  for 
bringing  up  onr  great  artillery  for  the  siege  of  Saar 
Louis,  where,  if  we  liad  hern  once  posted,  we  should 
have  been  plentifully  supplied  with  subsistence  out  of 
Lomine :  aH  these  disappointments  obliged  me  to  yield 
to  the  piessing  instances  of  the  States  and  thdr  gene- 
rals to  come  hither  to  their  relief.  M.  de  Villeroy  had 
already  taken  Huy,  and  was  come  before  Liege,  where 
be  had  b^gun  to  raise  his  batteries,  and  was  threatening 
Limbnig  and  Cologne  by  detachments  at  the  same  time ; 
but  upon  our  approach  he  drew  off  his  cannoii,  and 
sent  it  back  to  Namur,  retiring  with  his  army  to  Ton- 
giesy  where  it  was  resolved  to  have  marched  directly  to 
him  to-morrow,  but  I  have  just  now  advice  that  he  is 
marched  this  morning  to  Monlenac  towards  their  lines, 
so  that  (he  first  thing  we  shall  do  will  l>e  to  retake  Huy. 
When  I  marched  from  Treves,  i  left  there  sixteen  bat- 
talions of  foot,  and  fifteen  squadrons  of  horse  for  the  se* 
curity  of  that  place,  in  hopes  1  mii'-ht  have  been  able  to 
have  returned  to  the  Moselle  in  five  or  six  weeks,  but  1 
have  received  advice  that  those  troops  have  already 
abandoned  the  place,  without  being  attacked.  When 
I  have  the  satk^tactioa  of  seeing  your  giace^  1  shuli  icU 


* 
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you  a  (j^rcat  deal  more  of  the  usage  I  haye  met  witk :  ia 
4lieiiieaii  lime  1  beartily  wish  jou  a  good  jouroey  >  and 
am  with  the  gfeatest  trath  and  nBcerity, 

Mj  lord,  &c.  &c« 

PVKB  OF  M ABLBOnOUGR  TO  THB  DUKB  OF  8HBBW8* 

Camp  at  CorLaisy  August  24tf  1705. 

nr  LOBD, 

I  WAS  flattering  myself  with  the  hopes  of 

the  1on£r-expected  happiness  of  seeing  your  grace  in 
tlicsc  parts,  Vi  hcn  I  nurivotl  I  he  honour  of  your  letter 
'  of  the  JO(h  inst.  wit^  aa  account  of  your  being  laid  up 
with  a  fit  of  the  gout.   I  assure  jou  I  take  great  share 
in  whatever  you  suffer ;  and  am  the  more  concerned  at 
your  present  ilhicbs,  btcause  it  deprives  me  of  the  sole 
satisfaction  I  had  proposed  to  mysdf  for  the  rest  of  the 
campaign ;  for  which  loss,  however^  I  should  think 
myself  sufficiently  recomix^nsod,  if  for  a  transient  fit 
you  should  at  length  got  riil  of  your  old  dist^jm^KT.  Our 
army  is  in  a  manner  laid  up  too  by  a  disease,  for  which 
I  see  no  cure,  otherwise  there  is  great  reason  to  believe 
we  roi^ht  have  made  a  considerable  progress  in  the 
enemy's  country,  in  order  to  which  I  had  at  the  camp 
at  Melderty  with  great  difficulty ,  got  together  a  provi* 
sion  of  about  ten  days  bread,  and  having  marched  four 
days  together,  through  several  defiles  and  part  of  the 
Bois  dc  Loiiniics,  the  arnu'  came  the  18th  inst.  into  a 
spacious  plain  with  only  the  Ysche  between  us  and  the 
enemy.   About  noon  we  were  formed  in  order  of  battle, 
and  having  visited  the  postft  with  M.  D^Auverquer^ue, 
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me  molved  to  stiack,  thmking  tficre  wti  no  more  to  do 
but  to  order  the  troops  to  advance  ;  ^lien  the  deputies 
of  the  States^  having  conwUed  tbctr  other  geneialty 
maid  moi  give  their  oonsent,  so  that  I  was  with  great 
regret  obliged  to  quit  the  enterprize,  which  promised  all 
imaginable  success,  and  to  march  back,  with  the  me- 
lancholy prospect  of  being  able  to  do  nothing  more  this 
campaign,  wheieof  so  much  stin  lemains  behind^  than 
inake  the  siege  of  Leeuwe,  and  demolish  the  lines, 
%Xhis  disappointment,  at  a  time  when  our  expectations 
me  so  little  asBwrnd  ekewheie,  makes  me  very  uneasy, 
and  sinoe  all  my  lemainiag  consolation  is  in  your  good 
company,  I  hope  as  soon  as  you  have  your  healthj 
|K>thing  will  hinder  you  fimai  hastening  this  way. 

I  am,  &c*  dec* 

MARLBOROUGH- 

P.  S.  The  last  disappointment  vexes  me  so  much, 
that  I  am  dead  with  the  head-ach,  which  I  hope  will 
pvevail  with  you  to  pnidaa  my  making  use  of  Mfi  Car* 

donneTshand.  * 


SPEECH  0¥  QUEEN  ANNI 

TO  BOTM 

HOUSES  OF  parliament; 

Octoitr  35, 170S. 

My  LOKOt,  AND  GBSTLBMENf 

I  HAV'K  l>eeii  very  desirous  to  meet  you  as 
iearij  M I  thought  yon  might  be  called  together  without 
iaeoaraiienoe  to  youiwlTei,  umI  it  it  with  amch  lalhk 
lactkm  I  obsmre  so  full  An  appennnce  at  the  opening  of 
the  parliament,  because  it  is  a  i^nmnd  for  me  to  cour 
diide  you  un  all  ooavinDed  of  the  Boeettitjr  of  piofo- 
imtiagthejttst  varin  which  we  ai«  engaged,  and  theiv* 
fore  are  truly  sensible  thai  it  is  of  the  gR-atest  import* 
ance  to  us  to  be  timely  in  our  pn^pnrations. 

Nothing  can  be  moie  erident  than  thai  if  the  Fmoh 
king  continues  master  of  the  Spanish  roonardiyf  the 
balance  of  power  in  Europe  is  utterly  destroyed,  and  he 
Vriil  Ik?  able  in  a  &hort  time  to  ingross  the  trade  and  the 
Health  of  the  worid.  No  good  Englishman  could  at 
any  time  be  content  to  sit  still  and  acquiesce  in  such  a 
prohj)rcf  :  nnd  at  this  time  we  have  grent  grounds  to 
hope,  that  by  the  blessing  of  God  upon  our  arms,  and 
those  of  our  allies,  a  good  foundation  is  laid  for  restoring 
the  monarchy  of  Spain  to  the  house  of  Austria ;  the 
(^i^(|ueaccs  of  will  not  only  be  safe  aud  advan* 
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f  aeeous,  but  glorious  for  Eaglaod.  I  may  add  we  baTO 
learned  by  our  own  ezperlenoey  that  no  peace  with 
Fnmoe  will  last  longer  than  the  fint  op()ortumty  of 
their  dividinsr  <he  allies,  and  of  attacking]:  some  of  them 
with  advantiiffc.    All  our  allies  mu&t  n(»eds  Ix*  so  sen- 
sible this  is  the  true  state  of  the  ease^  that  I  make  no 
doubt  but  measures  will  soon  be  so  concerted  as  that,  if 
we  be  hot  wantin^^  to  oursetres,  we  shall  see  the  next 
campaign  b^in  ofTensively  on  all  sides  against  our  ene- 
mies in  a  most  yigorous  manner.   I  must  therefore  de- 
sire you,  Gbhtlbmbn  of  the  Housb  of  Commons,  to 
grant  me  the  supplies  which  will  be  requisite  for  tarry- 
ing ou  the  next  year's  service,  both  by  sea  and  land, 
4Uid  at  the  same  time  to  consider,  that  the  giving  with 
all  possible  dispatdi  will  make  the  supply  itself  much 
more  effi dual.    The  Urmnc&s  and  cunduct  which  the 
.(jluke  oi  bavoy  has  shewn  amidst  extreme  difficulties,  is 
.beyond  example,   1  haye  no^  been  wanting  to  do  ail 
that  was  possible  for  me  in  order  to  his  being  support- 
ed.   I  ought  to  take  notice  to  you,  that  tl|e  king  of 
Prussia's  troops  have  been  very  useful  tp  t|iis  end.  Your 
approbation  of  that  treaty  last  session,  and  the  eBC0U« 
ingement  you  gave  upon  it,  leave  me  no  doubt  of  being 
able  to  renew  it  for  another  year.    I  take  this  occasion 
to  assure  you,  that  not  only  whatever  sliail  be  granted 
hy  parliament  for  bearing  the  chaige  of  the  war,  shall 
be  laid  out  for  that  purpose  wilh  the  greatest  iaithfuU 
ness  and  management,  but  that  I  will  continue  to  add, 
out  o("  my  own  jrevenue,  all  1  can  reasonably  spare  be- 
yond the  necessary  expences  for  the  honour  of  the  go* 
verhment. 
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BY  an  act  pas^fxl  the  last  winter,  I  was  ena- 
bled to  appoint  coiiimis.sioners  for  this  kingdom,  to 
iieait  Tnth  commiBsionen  to  be  empowered  by  authority 
of  parliament  in  Scotland,  concerning  a  neater  and  moie 
complete  union  botwe<»n  the  two  kingdoms,  as  soon  as 
an  act  should  be  made  there  lor  that  purpose.  I  think 
it  proper  ibr  me  to  acqmunt  joo,  that  snch  aa  act  ia 
pasted  there ;  and  I  intend  in  a  short  time  to  causeoon* 
missions  to  l^e  made  out,  in  order  (o  put  the  treaty  dn 
foot,  which  I  heartily  desire  may  prove  successtid,  be- 
cause I  am  penuaded  that  an  UBaon  of  the  two  king« 
doms  ivUl  not  only  prevent  raanj  inoonvenienoss  wfaidi 
may  otherwise  Iiappen,  but  must  conduce  to  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  l>oth  nations :  and  therefore  1  ho])e  1 
shall  have  your  assistance  in  bringing  this  great  work  to 
•a  good  conclusioo.  There  is  another  onion  I  think  my- 
self obliged  to  recommend  to  you  in  the  most  earnest 
and  afiectiooate  manner;  1  mean  an  union  of  minds 
and  affections  amongst  ouraehres.  It  is  that  which 
would,  above  all  things,  disappoint  and  defeat  the 
hopes  and  designs  of  our  enemies. 

1  cannot  but  with  grief  observe  there  are  some  amongst 
us  who  endeavour  to  foment  animosities ;  but  I  per- 
suade myself  they  will  be  found  to  be  very  few,  whea 
you  appear  to  assist  me  in  discountenancing  and  defeat- 
ing .such  practiceii.  I  mention  this  with  a  little  more 
warmth,  because  there  have  not  been  wanting  some  so 
very  malicious  as  even  in  print  to  suggest  the  church  of 
England  as  by  law  established  to  be  in  danger  .at  (his 
^imc. 
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I  am  iriOing  to  hope  noi  one  of  m  j  snVJecIs  em 

really  entertain  a  doubt  of  my  affection  to  the  church, 
or  &o  much  as  suspect  that  it  will  not  be  my  chief  care 
io support  it»  and  leave  it  fecoie  allcr  Ae;  and  ihm* 
ion  we  ooaj  be  oeHain  that  they  who  go  about  to  m* 
sinuate  things  of  this  nature,  roust  be  mine  and  the  king;* 
dom's  eneiiiics,  and  can  only  mean  to  coYer  deiigni 
which  they  dare  not  puUiciy  ows,  bj  eodeafooring  to 
diftoct  us  with  unieaioiiable  and  gmmdleta  dittnuli 
aud  jealouhics.  I  must  be  so  plain  as  to  tell  you,  the 
best  proofs  ifve  can  all  give  at  present  of  our  zeal  for  the 
pieservatioii  of  tiM  church,  will  be  to  join  iieartiljr  in 
pmecutiof  the  war  againrt  the  enemy,  who  is  certainly 
ent^ajj^ctl  (o  extirpate  our  r('li;^ion,  as  well  as  to  reduce 
tliis  kingdom  to  slavery.  1  am  fully  molved,  by  God's 
assistance^  to  do  mj  partf  I  will  always  a&ctionately 
support  and  conntenanoe  the  chnvch  of  EngUind,  as  by 
law  cistabli^lud  ;  iv  ill  inviolably  maintain  ihe  tolera- 
tion ;  I  will  do  all  1  can  to  prevail  with  my  subjects  to 
by  aside  their  divistoas,  and  will  study  to  make  them 
aU  sale  and  easy ;  I  will  endeavour  to  piomoto  lelifiou 
anti  \  irtiie  anion f^st  tliem,  ami  to  encourage  trade  and 
every  thing  eL>c  that  may  make  them  a  ilui^ri&hing  and 
happy  people ;  and  they  who  shall  concur  aealouslj 
with  me  in  carrying  on  these  good  dcaiguji,  shall  h^ 
pure  of  my  kindness  am)  iavourr 

Tliis  was  by  £ur  the  most  admirad  and  oelebnrted 
speech  ddimed  from  the  throne  since  the  era  of  the 

Revolution,  the  last  of  king  William  excepted  ;  and  it 
breiithes  throughout  the  same  ardent  and  magnanimous 
fpirit.  As  a  composition^  it  affords  no  unfiiTouiablQ 
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Hlpmimv  oC  talents  of  the  lord  keeper  Cowper,  tn 
ivhom  it  was  miiyeffaUy  a^mbedy  and  who^  iimnedi* 
atel  J  prmtMis  lo  the  meeting  of  parliament,  had  super* 

jseded  sir  Nulhan  Wright*  in  the  possession  of  (he  great 
aeaL    The  domestic  policy  inculcated  in  this  speech  ; 
ike  aniaa  of  nundi  and  afisdioBs ;  the  nmtual  Ibrfacar* 
mnce,  tol^^niHon ,  candour,  generosify,  and  public  spirit, 
80  carnrsfU  rec-onimoiided  in  it;  are  maxims  fouiidod 
on  the  basis  ot^  eieriiul  ivisdom,  and  they  constitute 
what  may  pro^icriy  be  denominated  the  system  of 
whig^isra,  contrasted  with  the  animosity,  the  ranoom't 
the  violence,  bigotry,  and  spirit  of  ^lersccution,  which 
characterise  the  genuine  ^stem  of  tory ism.    The quetMi 
heneif  was  at  much  a  toiy  as  her  natand  goodness  of 
Ifteart,  and  her  deference  to  the  advice  and  opinions  of 
individuals  of  more  discernmerit  tlian  herself",  woul4 
aufier  her  to  be.    The  lories  most  grie? ously  oiii;nded 
her  aotwtthslandmg»  by  theur  impolitic  motion  in  the 
present  session  of  parliament,  for  inviting  over  the 
princess  Sophia :  from  which  time  she  adopted  cordially 
the  resolution  of  throwing  herself  and  her  a&irs  into 
the  liands  of  the  whigs,  who  enjoyed  the  royal  fiivour 
exclusively  till  the  autumn  of  the  succeeding  3'ear  1706, 
%vlien  the  violence  practised  upon  her  in  the  rude  and 
Indecent  importunity  with  which  the  dismission  of  sir 
Chaiks  Hi^dges  was  vrged  and  enforced,  veTived  her 
disgust  to  the  whit^  P^irty,  iind  disposed  her  to  seek  a 
reconciliation  with  her  ancient  friends  the  t9ries,  the 
pernicious  e^'cts  of  which  the  nation  soon  experienced, 
and  had  long  reason  to  lament.    The  foreign  politics  of 
this  speech  are  liable  to  /^reat  e\c<'p(ion.  For,  iirst,  Tlie 
policy  o^  ika  war  iU»cil  appi^ars  cxtcemely  questionable  $ 
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Spain  in  its  present  state  of  debility  being  rather  an  in- 
cumbruoe  to  France  than  bringing  any  addition  of 
■trength  to  her  ally ;  not  to  mention  that  after  the  death 

of  (he  rei^^^ing  monarch  Louis  ihc  XlVlh,  now  fur  ad- 
T  a  need  in  years,  (he  political  conned  ion  of  the  (wo 
kingdoms  must  be  of  wy  piecarions  duration*  Bal 
secondly,  Admitting  the  war  to  be  originally  jost  and 
nciessary,  the  object  of  i(  vas  now  (o(alIy  ehaniri  d ; 
and  ins(ead  of  the  conquest  of  (he  I^ow  Coun(ries,  in 
osdci  to  obtain  a  secure  barrier  for  Holland  and  the 
Spamsh  domuiions  in  Italy,  as  an  cquiyalent  or  satis* 

faction  for  (he  claims  of  the  emperor,  an  open  avo\val 
vas  now  made  that  hostUities  were  to  be  prosecuted  lor 
the  glorious  purpose  of  restoring  the  monarchy  of  Spain 
to  the  house  of  Austria ;  a  chimerical  and  mnantic 
project,  in  the  eiTort  to  accomplish  "which,  seas  of 
human  blood  must  undoubtedly  be  shed,  and  in  all  pro- 
bability shed  in  Yain.  The  inconsistency  of  the  speedi 
is  remarkable  in  assert inir,  in  the  same  breath,  *^thal 
tlie  balance  of  power  in  Llurope  is  th\stroyed  by  (lie  po- 
litical union  of  the  i<rcuch  and  ^paoish  crowns/'  and 
that  the  success  of  the  couiederacy  against  tliose  two 
crowns  was'snch  as  to  threaten  the  utter  dissolution  of 
that  connec(ion."  Theblessin«^  of  God  is,  however,  in- 
voked as  usual  in  support  of  a  war,  the  justice  and  ne- 
cessity of  which  boldly  to  impeach,  or  even  mildly  and 
modestly  to  question,  those  whose  interest  it  prompted, 
an.l  whose  anibilion  it  frratified,  considered  as  an  iadu- 
bitablc  8y nip(oui  of  disalicction  and  disloyalty. 
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LETTER  OF  SIR  ROWLAND  GWYNNE 

TO  THE 

£ARL  OF  STAMFORD. 

A,  D.  1705. 


THE  nQnerooi  and  sealons  adherents  of  tbe  profe«(« 

aiil  .>ucccssion  in  the  house  of  Hanover  were  by  no  nu-'Ufis 
pleaj>ed  witli  the  opposition  made  by  the  whig  ministers 
in  the  hooae  of  lords  lo  the  oolebrated  motion  of  laid 
H avcfsham  for  invitui^  the  electtess  Sophia  to  take  <ip 
her  rcsidt'iK  ('  in  Kn^laml.  'i'hc  pi  incor,  Ik  tmH"  was  ex- 
tremely dissatibfietl  witli  the  rejection  of  the  molLOUy  till 
she  noeired  firom  loid  Halifazi  wlbo  repaired  t«  the 
eoort  of  Herenhausen  at  the  end  of  the  session,  invested 
with  a  public  charar((T.  a  clear  exi)lanation  of  the  whole 
business.  And  the  regency  act ,  w  h  ich  the  whigs  brought 
forward,  being  negatived,  fnlly  demonstrated  the  sin* 
oerity  of  their  attachment  to  the  electoral  family. 

Dnrini^  the  heig])t  of  the  ferment  occasioned  by  what 
was  regarded  by  many  as  the  incoiisi:iteat  and  even 
Ireacheroos  condoct  of  the  whig  ministers,  appeared  di« 
ven  publications  on  the  subject,  abounding  with  excla« 
mations  and  reproaches.  Anionfrsl  tl»e  most  remarkable 
of  these  was  a  letter  addressed  to  theeoii  of  Stamford, 
from  sir  Rowland  Gwynne,  a  flaming  zealot  of  the  whig 
party,  who  had  been  for  some  years  resident  at  the  court 
of  Hanover,  and  w  ho  was  known  to  en  joy  a  great  share 

of  the  £i?our  «|id  confidme  of  tlie  electress  dowager. 


'Whose  sentiments  he  was,  not  without  good  reasovi^  mtp* 
posed  to  echo,  though  that  princess  thought  propel 

iubscfjuoiitly  (o  (disavow  lor  herself,  and  her  son,  all  par- 
licipalion  in  this  i in pruiient  letter ;  which  -was  dateti 
January  1,  1706,  from  HanoTer,  and  imported  in  sub* 
stance,  *^  that  the  princess  Sophia  being  intbnned  that 
her  p:(»o(l  iiilenlitms  (o  the  queen  and  nation  were  misrc- 
piese!!^  (1,  sonic  having  reported  that  she  might  give 
tise  to  intrigues  against  the  queen  and  the  public  if  she 
came  thither,  &he  thought  herself  there'fore  obliged  to  in- 
form (lie  Ior(l  archbishop  of  Canlcrhnry  and  others  to 
whom  she  wrole^  and  also  to  tell  the  duke  of  Marlbo« 
tough  and  the  earl  of  Sunderland,  when  thej  were  at 
Hanover,  that  she  would  atwajrs  most  sincerely  maintatn 
a  true  friendship  "with  the  queen,  and  also  be  ready  to 
comply  with  the  desires  of  the  nation  iji  whatever  de« 
pended  upon  her,  though  she  should  hazard  her  peraen 
in  passing  the  seas  if  they  thought  it  necessary  townrii 
the  establishment  of  the  protcstanl  succession,  and  for 
the  goixl  of  the  kingdom.  But  that  ia  the  mean  lime 
the  lived  in  great  quiet  and  content  there,  withopvt  med** 
dling  with  parties  or  cabals,  alid  left  it  to  the  queen  and 
ptirli.uncnt  to  do  >vh:itever  they  should  thifik  fit.  That 
none  but  Jacobites  cmu  have  the  malice  to  invent  and 
insinuate  to  others  that  theprebence  of  the  successor  w» 
dangerous ;  that  we  had  been  proud  to  say  that  the 
house  of  Hanover,  the  people  of  England,  and  our  po- 
sterity, were  most  obliged  to  the  whigs,  next  to  the  king, 
for  settling  the  succession  of  that  most  serene  Imise; 
and  how  much  should  we  be  to  be  blamed  if  we  should 
lose  this  merit  by  |>ar(insr  ^vith  our  principles  that  were 
SO  well  grounded  upon  houour  and  the  public  good,  and 
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hy  ileslroying  tbc  work  of  our  own  hands  for  a  base  And 
tiiicertaiii  interest,  or  ior  a  blifnl  obedience  to  those  who^ 
led  odien  where  they  pleated,  and  jet  wen  led  theia* 
«ehe»  bj  their  pasuoM  «ir  imaginsrT'  protpedB^  of  whick 
they  might  yet  be  dbappolnted  1  For  if  they  hoped  i0 
get  into  favor  by  such  methods,  they  could  not  be  lon^ 
■enrioeable^  nor  preserve  the  favor  thej  sought,  for  they 
ipottld  8Q0B  be  cast  off  when  at  was  found  that  they  had 
lost  the  esteem  and  ai^ion  of  the  people  by  their  weak 
and  mercenarj'  conduct.    That  they  could  not  do  any 
tiling  that  would  better  please  their  enenufls^  for  while 
they  thought  to  keep  down  the  tones  by  a  majority,  and 
oppose  them  even  in  things  8o  reasonable  and  just,  they 
would  raibe  the  reputation  of  that  party  instead  of 
lessening  it.   That  he  was  sorry  for  those  who  suffered 
themselves  to  be  imposed  upon ;  but  they  who  had 
wicked  desicrns  might  one  day  repent  of  them,  for  they 
must  cither  pUmge  the  nation  into  the  greatest  confu- 
tkm  to  make  it  nnable  to  punish  them,  or  be  answerable 
Ibr  the  dangers  into  which  they  were  like  to  bring  it. 
That  he  conld  not  conceive  what  colour  any  body  could 
have  for  ^o  base  an  insinuation  as  tliat  the  coniintr  of 
the  dectress  into  l^ngland  would  set  up  two  courts  that 
would  oppose  each  other,  for  the  electrrss  declared  that 
she  would  be  entirely  united  with  the  queen,  and  that 
all  ihoac  who  imagined  she  would  countenance  any  in-^ 
trigue  against  her  majesty  would  be  very  much  de- 
ceived in  their  expectations.   That,  su])posing,  con* 
trnry  to  all  apwarance,  that  discf>nJented  ill  men  niigiit 
impose  upon  the  electress's  gtnyd  nature,  and  incline  her 
to  do  such  things  as  might  displease  the  queen,  what 
bttii  could  that  do^  since  her  royal  hi^iineas's  court 


11 


could  have  no  power  ia  Eoglaud,  and  roust  be  salted 
lo the que?Q*8 court?  lothaiiiwas moslabfiiid tomake 

people  beliere  that  this  pretended  opposition  of  the  two 

courts  could  hrinij;'  the  nation  into  so  great  dangers  as 
those  they  might  avoid  by  liaving  the  protectant  heir 
in  the  kingdom.  That  the  keeping  the  protestant  heir 
at  a  distance  must  be  irrounded  upon  two  suppositions 
equally  nicked  and  criniinal — Isf,  that  the  qiuvn  was 
against  the  elect ress\s  coniing  over — and  2diyy  that  her 
being  in  England  during  the  queen's  life  was  a  thing  ill 
in  ttsrif.  That,  in  short,  to  oppose  the  further  securing 
of  the  protest^nit  succession  nas  to  act  directly  tor  the 
jacobites ;  and  to  hinder  the  successor's  coming  into 
England  was  to  oppose  the  further  securing  of  the  suc- 
cession." 


Thb  letter  giving  great  and  just  oficncc  to  the  mu 
Bistry,  a  ibrmal  complaint  was  made  of  it  in  the  bouse 
of  commons,  who  therpupon  came  to  a  resolution  that 

it  was  a  scandalous,  false,  and  malicious  lilxl,  tending 
to  create  a  misundcrAtanding  bciwcen  her  majesty  and 
the  princess  Sophia^  and  highly  reflecting  upon  her  ma* 
jpsty,  upon  the  princess  Sophia,  and  n|)on  the  proceed* 
ings  of  both  houses  of  pailianu  nt  ;  that  an  address  be 
presented  to  her  majesty  that  she  would  be  pleased  to 
give  orders  for  tlie  discovery  and  prosecuting- the  au* 
thor,  printer,  and  publishers,  of  the  said  pamphh't,  and 
that  tlie  said  resolutions  be  communicated  to  the  lords 
at  a  conference,  and  their  concurrence  desired  tbcrc* 
unto."  The  lords  readily  concurred  with  the  com« 
mons,  and  ui>on  the  tmo  houses  presenting  the  address 
uu  ihc  hilU  March  (I70(i)^  pursuant  to  the  said  re;)oiii- 
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lions,  the  qiicon  told  thorn  "  that  nothins^  could  be 
more  acccplabic  to  lier  tliaii  so  seasonable  an  instance 
of  their  concern  to  pmerve  a  good  lAklerstanding  be^ 
tween  her  and  the  princess  Sophia,  and  of  their  care  to 
dcti'al  I  lie  artifices  of  df^si^ninf]^  antl  malicious  men. 
That  slic  was  fully  sensible  of  the  very  ill  designs  of  the 
paper  which  thej  had  so  justlj  censured^  and  ahe  would 
not  fail  to  give  the  necessary  directions  for  com  ikying, 
in  the  most  eftbctual  manner,  uith  all  th(^y  desired  in 
their  address.''  Accordingly  Mr.  Charles  Gildon,  the 
fntbliriier  of  Sif  Rowland  Gwynne's  letter^  was  tried  fot 
Als  offence  at  Guildhall,  and  bciner  found  gnilty,  wat 
£necl  by  the  Court  of  Queen's  JJciu  h  in  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  pounds,  which  was  afterwards  remitted  :  and 
ia  thia,  as  wefl  a$  in  other  instances,  the  good  sense  and 
moderation  wfcicb^dfovemed  ihe  domestic  policy  of  tho 
kingdom  at  the  prew^nt  periwl  were  very  conspicuous ; 
and  the  councils  of  the  queen,  at  the  head  of  which  the 
IomIb  GodolphiU)  Soaien,  HaliAiz,  and  Cowper  pre- 
sided, wwo  deservedly  attended  with  the  liighest  repu* 
taliou  and  success. 


•(     •       •  • 
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LORD  HALIFAX 

TO 

Mr.  secretary  llARLEY. 

A.  D.  1706. 


IT  appears  manifest,  from  a  variety  of  circumstancesi 
that  the  ideas  of  the  decUen  Sophia,  and  those  of  hcc 
ioiiy  this  reigning  duke  of  Haae^er,  idatlve  to  the  a£> 
fairs  of  England,  did  by  no  means  invariably  concur. 
The  elcctress  being  the  immediate  successor  to.  the 
cromi)  occasionally  shewed^  aid  perhaps  chose  toshevy  ^ 
her  superior  consequence,  by  acting  ivithout  the  parti* 
cipation,  and  even,  in  some  instances,  contrary  to  tlie 
openly  avowed  opinion  of  the  elector.  Thb  was  le- 
markably  the  case  with  respect  to  the  oeldMraled  motion 
of  lord  Haversham,  supported  by  the  whole  force  of  the 
tories,  for  inviting  the  princess  Sophia  to  England.  By 
their  determined  opposition  to  the  motion,  the  whig! 
incuned  the  risque  of  displeasing  the  dectress,  who 
wrote  a  letter  upon  the  occasion  to  the  archbishop  of 
Cantcrl)ury,  Dr.  Tennison,  one  of  the  few  whigs  who 
voted  in  tavour  of  it^  expressing  strong  suspicions  of  the 
integrity  of  some  who  had  been  numbered  among  tbt 
friends  of  her  Ikmily;  and  declared  her  readiness  ta 
comply  with  the  desire  of  the  parliament  if  they  thought 
it  for  the  good  of  the  kingdom  to  invite  her  to  reside  in 
£iigland;  and  that  sha  wished  Jmaentiiiienti  to  be  coBBh 
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tnunicafed  in  order  to  prevent  any  itlea  of  licr  l^ein^  in- 
didSsfent  to  the  honour  that  had  been  intended  for  iier. 

In  Older  to  te-estaUish  their  credit  as  finn  fHends  to 
the  proteatant  successiofi,  the  whigs  subsequently  brought 
in  a  bill  containing  provisions  of  great  importance,  by 
vesting  the  government  of  the  kingdonii  in  the  event  of 
the  qiMen's  demite^  in  the  hands  of  a  regency^  consisting 
of  the  grefttoflieefs  of  state,  together  with  silch  other 
persons  as  should  be  previously  nominated  by  the  suc- 
cessor* This  act  was  transmitted  to  ilanover  by  tiie  me- 
dinm  of  lord  Ualifiut,  a  ^1  known  and  aealous  friend 
of  the  Haaomian  sttcoession.  In  the  folhming  letter 
that  nobleman  relates  to  Mr.  secretary  Harloy  some  in- 
teresting particulars  of  his  mission.  In  addition  to  the 
wgemcy  act,  lord  Halite  commissioned  to  present 
to  the  ekotoral  fiimfly  the  act  for  natuiaHzing  the  priA« 
cess  Sophia  and  her  issue;  and  to  the  elector  ^^ersonally 
the  insignia  of  the  order  of  the  garter,  conferred  upon 
him  by  the  queen. 

■ 

IiOftD  HALIFAX  tO  MS.  SECEkTABT  HABL^l^. 

Hmt&oer^  8  jlfo^  1706» 

SIR, 

I  HAVE  received  this  morning  the  hbnonr 
of  your  letter  of  the  17-28th  May,  by  which  I  hear  the 
glorious  success  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough  hab  leached 
England  ;  I  am  confident  you  are  all  in  raptutfes*  I 
look  upon  the  war  at  an  end  ;  that  France  will  be  obliged 
to  make  peace  on  what  terms  the  queen  pleases  to  de- 
mand, and  that  my  message  to  this  phiee  will  qiiiokljr 
be  made  moie  certain  by  the  prince  of  Wldcs\i  jouroilf 

R  r2  ' 
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to  Bone*  *  IntvbecUence  to  my  iiiitnictkiii«|  I  kave  iud 

private  aiidtenGeB*of  the  elector,  the  dectreu,  Uiepniioe  . 
anil  priuccss  olccturai,  and  or  iluke  Ernest.    I  repeated 
toihism  all  t lie  assurances  1  had  before  given  tbemof 
the  csleeiB)  aifection^  and  fineadship  thai  the  qiiaeii  has 
for  them  ;  and  they  haye  ordered  me  to  afisure  licr  ma- 
jesty that  they  have  all  ihe  duty  and  respect  imaginable 
for  her.   When  1  waited  on  the  electiest  I  cairied  to 
her  printed  copies  of  the  acts  ia  English*   She  gaiFe  me 
leave  to  read  them  to  her,  and  I  endeavotired  to  explain 
to  her  highne«>s  the  necessity  and  use  of  all  the  parts  of  ■ 
them.   I  gave  the  elector  a  tmosktion  o£  the  act  in 
Fieoch,  and  gave  him  a  short  account  of  tlm  proceed-  * 
iiii^s  upon  it  ill  p;irliauient,  and  the  niolivesand  grounds  " 
that  the  houses  iiad  ibc  preicrring  such  an  establishment 
to.  the  motion  of  the  invitation,  which  he  teoved  me  he 
never  approved.   He  desired  the  ministers  might  have 
a  contereuce  with  me  upon  the  last  act,  and  accordin^ljr 
the  count  Platte,  count  Bernsdorf,  M.  Gusitz,  M.  Bu- ' 
lean,  M.  Obcrg,  and  M.  Else,  came  to  my  house  on  Sa- 
turday.  I  had  Mr.  How  with  me,  and  they  brouglit 
Mons.  Uotalion,  who  was  inlerprelcr  betwixt  ns.  I 
explained  to  them  all  the  clauses  in  the  act,  as  it  seem- 
ed, to  their  satisfaction.   They  made  a  report  of  what 
had  pasted,'  to  the  elector  and  electress,  ttnd  I  am  told 
they  are  now  fully  satisfied  of  the  care  and  prudence  of 
the  queen  and  parliament  in  making  such  an  establish- 
ment, and  will  omit  nothings  on  their  part,  to  shew  their 
approbation  of  it,  and  to  make  it  more  efleetual.  The 
clectress  will  suddejily  send  over  three  instruments, 
whereby  she  will  nominate  some  peisons  to  hekoisjus* 
ti^p«i|uiuiC  to  the  act* 
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I  liope  I  hare  now  fully  executed  the  queen's  com* 

manias  in  this  particular,  and  when  the  (jrieinony  of  the 
garter  is  over,  I  hhall  take  leave  of  liiis  court^  and  return 
far  Ongland.  Lord  Marlborough's  conquests  will  make 
my  stay  on  this  side  the  water  much  lons^  than  I 
thought.  I  proiniscMl  to  briii<r  liiin  an  account  of  this 
court,  and  raj  negotiation,  Avheii  I  thought  I  should 
find  him  in  the  neighboarhood  of  Lkge  or  Maestricht. 
But  where  shall  I  now  follow  him  ?  The  king  of  Prussia 
"will  \yc  here  next  week  :  and  thou/t;h  I  would  not  have 
gone  fiir  out  of  the  way  to  meet  hiro,  I  think  I  must  not 
run  away  firom  him  now  he  is  coming.  They  expect 
lie  will  propose  a  match  between  the  princess  of  Ilano*- 
Ter  and  his  son,  which  arc  both  nearly  related  to  the 
ietown  of  England.  I  wish  you  much  joy  of  all  th[s 
good  success,  and  hope,  in  a  short  time,  I  sttall  havu 
the  hununr  of  kissing  your  hands. 

I  am,  &c. 

HALIFAX. 


• 

* 


BATTLE  OF  RAMILLIfiS. 

A.D.  I706r 


BUK£  Of  MAR|^J)QROUGH  TO  MB,  8£CR£TAAY 

Co^p  ai  Grimbergf  May  S^,  1706,  N,  S, 

SIR, 

.  1  ^o  p  E  colonel  Hicbards  will  be  with  you 
|B  a  daj  or  two,  with  the  good  i^ews  of  our  vktoiy* 
over  the  enemy,  which,  by  the  event,  appears  to  be 
much  greater  than  we  could  have  expected.  For,  Qn 
Monday  pigbt,  while  we  were  making  our  disposition  to 
force  the  Vftssage  of  the  Drule,  by  break  of  day  ti^  n#xt 
morning,  we  had  advice  that  the  eneroy,  having  aban- 
doned Louvain,  were  retired  towards  Brussels,  so  that 
we  made  Piir  bridges,  and  passed  the  river  without  any 
opposition.  We  encamped  thai  day  at  Bethkm,  and 
continued  our  march  next  morning  early.  About  ten 
o'clock  I  received  the  inclosed  letter,  by  a  trumpet, 
from  the  marquis  de  Deynse,  governor  of  that  place ; 
whereupon  I  sent  colonel  fanton,  one  of  my  aids-de« 
camp,  with  a  compliment  to  him,  and  the  States,  to  kC 
them  know  I  should  be  glad  to  see  them  in  the  after- 
noon. About  four  o'clock  they  came  to  Digbam,  with 
two  other  deputations,  one  firoi^  the  sovereign  council 
Biabant,  and  the  other  from  t]|e  burgomailen  ual 

*  Oa  Wl^Uunday^  Ma^  2^. 
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tity  of  Brussels.  They  all  shewed  great  satisfaction  at 
their  bdng  ddiTered  from  the  French  yoke,  and  ex« 
pnissed,  with  a  very  becoming  respect,  the  obligation 
they  owe  to  Jier  majesty  on  this  occasion.  As  soon  as 
they  were  gone,  I  writ  a  letter,  in  oonjunction  with  the 
deputies  of  the  army,  to  the  States,  whereof  yoa  have 
hm  a  copy.  I  was  advised  to  it  as  necessary  not  only 
to  enable  them  to  asseml)lc,  but  likewiiie  to  prompt  them 
to  dedaie  immediately  for  king  Charles  before  the  enemy 
came  to  make  a  stand.  We  wrote  two  other  letters  of 
the  like  tenor  to  the  sovereign  council,  and  to  the  city,  • 
which  have  all  the  good  effect  we  could  wi&h.  For 
yesterday,  in  the  afternoon,  the  three  deputations  re- 
'  turned  with  the  letters,  whereof  you  have  likewise  go- 
pies,  owning  his  catholic  majesty  in  finrm.  They  re- 
peated again  the  great  sense  they  have  of  her  majesty's 
goodness  in  relieving  them  from  the  oppression  of  the 
French  govemment-;  and  I  can  assure  you  there  seeois 
to  be  an  universal  joy  among  all  sorts  of  people.  The 
magistrates  of  Mechlin,  and  those  of  Alost,  have  like- 
'wise  been  with  me,  and  made  their  submission.  The 
enemy  have  abandoned  Liere,  and  carried  aU  their  ar- 
tillery and  stores  to  Antwerp,  which  I  reckon  is  now 
the  only  place  in  Brabant  >ve  are  not  masters  of.  The 
army  passed  the  canal  of  Brussels  yesterday,  and  cai^ 
and  encamped  at  this  place,  where  we  hi|lt  to-day,  and 
to-morrow,  to  refresh  the  troops,  who  have  marched  six 
days  together  without  any  rest.  Nothing  could  excuse 
the  giving  them  so  great  a  fiitigue,  especially  after  a 
battle,  but  the  necessity  of  pursuing  the  enemy,  and 
getting  hither.  However,  I  shall  send  a  detachment  to* 
moirrow  to  possess  themselves  of  Alost.  I  leave  my  bro-  , 
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tber  Churchill  to  'commaBd  at  Brands^  wiHi  tomr  bit* 

talions  of  foot,  and  two  squadrons.  Our  hasty  pursuit 
of  tlic  oiKMiiy  oljlii^cd  thcin  to  leave  a  ^rcat  number  of 
irounded  otlicers  therci  who  are  made  prisooeiB  of  war^ 
among  othciBf  the  count  de  Horo,  a  lieuteiiaiit*geneialy 
and  the  earl  of  Clare,  a  roajor-gi'neral ;  but  the  latter 
died  oil  Wednesday,  of  his  wounds.  There  are  like* 
wise  great  Jiuiubers  in  other  places. 

On  Suadaj  we  shall  oontinue  our  march  to  Alott^and 
CO  on  to^vards  Ghent,  to  press  tlie  enemy,  whilst  the 
cousternatiou  continues  among  them.  X  cannot  Iiclp 
saying  that  I  think  a  victorj  was  nem  more  cofopleati 
nor  greater  advantages  made  of  the  success  in  so  short 
a  time.  1  hope  God  will  coidinue  to  bless  her  majesty's 
arms  till  the  enemy  be  reduced  to  a  firm  and  solid 
.peace*  Besides  the  great  skuighter  that  was  made  in 
the  battle,  of  their  best  troops,  we  have  an  accoont^^ 
from  all  parts,  of  great  numbers  of  deserters  that  are 
gone  to  Liege,  Maestricht,  and  other  frontier  places, 
since  the  action^  whereby  their  aimy  must  be  much 
weakened* 

J  anij  &;c. 
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OVERTURE 

FROM 

■ 

THE  KING  or  FRANCE 

FOE 

A  GENERAL  PACIFICATION, 

ji,  D,  1706. 

•WE  learn  from  Lamberti,  thai  during  the  residence 
of  the  kin^  of  Sweden  in  Saxonj,  he  ym  sirongi j  pressed 
by  the  court  of  Versailles  to  offer  his  mediation  to  cfSed 
a  geiicnil  peace.  No  application  could  he  more  rational 
or  seasonable.  Tlie  mediation  of  Sweden  could  not  have 
been  refused  bj  any  of  the  belligerent  powers.  Charles 
the  Xllth,  at  this  period,  might  nnquesfiomibly  hare 
dictated  the  terms  of  tlie  i)caco,  and  hav(»  rendered  hini- 
Belf  the  arbiter  of  Enrope.  The  czar  of  Muscovj,  whose 
pemr  he  afterwards  so  fiitally  experienced,  was  ready 
to  make  such  cooeessionfl  as  ought  to  have  satisfied  the 
king  of  Swcxlen,  and  mouI<1  have  satisfied  perhaps  any 
other  man.    But  elated,  or  rather  intoxicated  by  pro* 
sperity,  he  rgected  the  ptoposilions  made  by  France, 
the  cordial  acceptance  of  which  would  have  established 
his  power  antl  reputation  on  apernianeut  l>asis,  upon  the 
alight  ground  that  similar  applications  had  not  been 
Bsade  by  the  admse  parties,  and  fixed  his  attention 
wholly  on  Obm  extravagant  and  chimerical  project  of 
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delbronini^  the  czar.  In  consequence  of  thlsdtsappouit- 
inmt,  the  kinij:  oi  I  nxmc.  determined  upon  makin*^  a 
direct  overture  to  Jb^ngland  aud  Holland,  for  the  pur* 
inseof  openini^an^tiation;  and  by  his  diiectkm  the 
elector  of  Bavaria ,  in  tlie  montli  of  October  1706,  wrote 
the  following  letter  to  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  another 
of  the  same  tenor  and  date  being  addressed  to  the  fM 
deputies  of  the  States. 

Monsy  October  21  y  1706. 

The  most  christian  king,  finduig  that  some 
omtmvs  of  peace  which  he  had  caused  to  be  made  in  a 
pxiTate  manner,  instead  of  producing  the  effect  of  mak- 
ing known  his  dbpositions  towards  procnring  a  general 
peace,  have  been  looked  upon  by  ill«designing  persons, 
as  an  artifice  to  disunite  the  allies  and  make  an  advan- 
tage of  the  misunderstanding  that  might  be  created 
among  them,  has  resolved  to  shew  the  sinceritjr  of  hit 
intentions,  by  renoancing  all  secret  negotiations,  and 
openly  proposino^  conferences  in  which  means  may  be 
found  for  the  re-establishing  the  tranquillity  of  Europe. 
The  most  christian  king  is  pleased  to  charge  me  to  in« 
fi>rm  yott  of  this,  and  to  desire  yon  to  acquaint  the  queen 
of  England  with  it.  I  give  the  like  notification  on  the 
part  of  the  most  christian  king  to  the  States  Greneral, 
by  a  letter  that  I  have  written  to  the  £eld  depaticsi  and 
he  woidd  do  the  like  with  r^id  to  the  other  potentates 
thi^  are  at  war  with  him,  had  they  ministers  near  at 
had  as  you  are  to  receive  the  like  intimation,  he  having 
BO  design  to  exclude  any  of  the  said  potentates  from  the 
ncigotiatbn  that  shall  be  hegm  in  the  oonfimices  he 
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imipotes*  MonoTer,  for  advancing  a  good  so  graft 
and  nocemrj  to  Europci  which  haa  too  lon^  suflfered 

the  inevitable  calamities  of  war,  he  consents  that  a  place 
may  forthwith  be  chosen  between  the  twoarmi(*s,  and 
after  their  being  separated,  beiwefu  Moot  and  Biussdai 
in  which  yoa,  sir,  with  Whom  the  intmsts  of  England  ■ 
are  so  safely  entrusted,  the  deputies  which  the  States 
shall  please  to  nominate,  and  the  perhons  w  lioin  the  king 
-oi  France  shall  empower,  may  b^o  to  treat  upon  so 
important  an  afihir.  I  am  cixtimely  pleased,  sir,  to 
have  such  an  occasion  to  write  vou  this  letter,  being 
persuaded  it  will  leave  no  room  to  doubt  of  the  senti- 
ments of  his  most  christian  majesty,  which  may  be  so 
beneficial  to  all  Europe. 

You  will  be  glad  to  give  an  account  of  it  to  the  queen 
of  Eoglund  without  loss  of  time,  and  to  whomsoever 
eilse  you  shall  think  fit.  I  shall  expect  your  answer, 
sir,  to  acquaint  the  most  christian  king  of  it,  and  s|iaS 
be  always  ready,  sir,  to  do  you  service. 

TO  THIS  LBTTBB  THE  DVK1S  OF  MARLBOBOUOH 

ULTUIINEO  THE  FOLLOWING. ANSWER. 

Jlagucj  November  20,  17 06* 

Sib, 

HAYiirp  oommnnicated  to  the  qneen,  my  mis- 

tress,  what  your  elrcloral  highness  did  me  the  honour 
to  write  to  me  in  your  letter  of  the  21st  of  last  month, 
of  the  intentions  of  the  most  christian  king,  to  endea* 
toar  to  re-establish  the  tmnquillity  of  Europe,  by  con* 
ferences  to  be  held  for  tliat  purpose  between  deputies  on 
))oth  sides,  her  maj^ty  has  commanded  me  to  smurac 
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yovr  elecioml  Jiigbness,  that  as  abe  has  nodjtd  wbli 
pleaBitre  the  nctlce  of  tbe  kSog's  incMmrtion  to  agree  to 
tlie  makins^  of  a  solid  and  lasting  peace  all  the 
allies,  Ix'iiii^  tlic  sole  end  that  obli^-od  her  majesty  to 
iMiinue  this  war  tiU  bow,  so  she  will  he  very  glad  to 
condttde  it  ia  oonoert  with  all  her  allks,  on  such  con* 
ditions  as  way  secure  them  from  all  apprehensions  of 
ix^iiig  iorrcd  to  take  up  arms  again  after  a  short  interval, 
has  so  lately  happened.  Her  majesty  h  also  willing 
I  shonld  declare,  thai  she  is  leady  to  enter  jointly  with 
all  the  hiirh  allies  into  just  ami  necessary  measure  for 
attaining  such  a  peace;  her  majesty  being  resolved  not 
to  enter  upon  any  negotiation,  without  the  participation 
of  her  said  allies.  But  the  way  of  ooofifeBcea  thai  is 
proposed,  \\ithout  more  particular  dectaiafions  on  tlie 
pari  oi  his  most  christian  majesty,  does  not  seem  to  lier 
to  be  proper  for  obtaining  a  truly  solid  and  la&ting 
peace.  The  States  General  aie  of  the  same  opinion. 
Wherefore  your  electoral  highness  will  rightly  judge  ,i  hat 
other  more  solid  means  must  be  thouirlit  un  to  obtain  so 
great  an  end,  to  wliich  her  majesty  will -contribute  with 
alt  the  sincerity  that  can  be  wished,  having  nothing  so 
much  at  heart  as  ihc  relief  of  her  subj<'cts,  and  the  traii- 
quiiUty  of  i:inrope.  Your  electoral  hiirhness  A\ill  al« 
ways  do  me  the  justice  to  be  porsuaded  of  the  icspect 
widi  whidi  I  haTe  the  Kononr  to  be,  &c. 

On  the  day  succeeding  the  date  of  this  letter,  and 
pveyious  to  its  transmission,  the  States  General  conTened 
an  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  ministers  of  the  alli^ 

resident  at  the  llairnf",  >vhirh  the  duko  of  Marl- 
borough himself  being  present,  their  high  mightinesses, 
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by  the  moillum  of  an  onicial  dcputntion,  Ihoufflit  proper 
to  uotiij'  to  this  afisetublji     that  France  kid  iurmerlyy 
bj  some  private  persons,  nade  geneval  intimatkiiB  of 
their  vilUn^ness  to  tieat  of  peace ;  and  that  last  wiatef 
the  marquis  D'Aliscro  hi\d  i)rcsentcd  to  tbe  States  a 
formal  memorial  on  tiie  sajue  subject,  tbe  substance  oi 
ivkich  was  read  to  the  congress ;  but  they  had  given  no 
car  to  those  advances,  nor  comnMinicated  them  to  the 
allies,  because  they  did  not  judge  ihcin  worth  imparting 
to  tliem.    But  that  in  October  la^t  the  elector  of  Ba- 
varia had  written  a  letter  to  tbe  duke  of  Maslboroughy 
and  another  to  the  field  deputies  of  the  States,  whick 
lottcrs,  with  the  draughts  of  the  answers,  were  then  com- 
municated to  the  cougress.    This  notiiicutiuii  was  fol- 
lowed by  fiwmai  speeches  firpm  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough send  the  pensloaary  Heinsios,  reconimfniding 
the  rejection  of  the  overture  ami  the  continuance  of  the 
-wax.     The  ministers  ot  the  allied  powers  euteriag 
^mriidy  into  these  sentimentsy  the  letters  addressed  t0 
the  elector  were  dispatched  under  the  sanction  of  theuc 
unanimous  approbation. 

m 

foiled  in  all  his  pacificatory  attempts  both  secret 
find  public,  the  Iting  of  France,  as  the  bsl  resource^ 
condescended  to  make  a  submifnive  and  humiliating 
appUcatioii  to  the  Roman  pontiff  Clement  XI.  to  inter- 
pose his  good  otices  in  order  to  restore  the  peace  of 
Chnstendona,  in  the  following  remarkable  and  moving 
terms: 

VenatUeSf  February/  Ij,  1707. 

Thb  earn  whioh  your  holiness  continues  to  take  for 

j>rocuxiiig  ^  peace  ui  Luro^ic,  is  always  equally  agree* 
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ahfe  to  UB.   We  have  no4]iiii|^  more  at  heart  tban  fo 

second  your  endeavours,  and  we  would  even  ]^revent 
you  in  any  thing  we  could  do  to  mai£e  them  effectual. 
Ab  it  was  not  oar  fiiult  that  the  war  was  begun,  so  we 
timll  seek  occasions  to  end  it  by  the  most  feady  and 
t'asy  methods.    Your  holiness  has  been  informed  tbat 
we  have  already  made  frequent  advances  to  come  to  so 
wholesome  an  end.   It  can  be  attributed  only  to  the  . 
misfortune  of  the  times^  that  catholic  princeS,  stracfc 
'  with  fear  of  displeasing  the  allies,  should  yet  refuse  to 
hear  the  holy  exhortations  of  the  vicar  of  Jesus  Christ. 
When  we  left  it  to  the  arbitration  of  yoor  holiness  to 
satisfy  the  rights  and  demands  of  the  emperor,  by  a 
>-aluable  compensation  upon  some  parts  of  the  SpaniA 
monarchy,  the  ministry  of  your  holiness  were  charged 
with  the  care  of  making  the  proposal  of  it  to  that 
prince.   But  with  what  haugjhtincss  did  he  reject  it ; 
having  said  things  exorbitant,  and  insolently  demanded 
that  our  grandson  sliould  be  recalled  !   Who  could 
have  thought,  most  holy  fiUher,  that  he  would  htm 
madeso  arrogant  a  return  to  an  insulted  king,  to  a 
minister  of  your  holiness,  and  to  our  love  of  peace  ? 
for  the  conjuncture,  far  from  being  favourable  to  the 
house  of  Austria,  seemed  then  to  threaten  it  by  the  su- 
periority of  our  fiirces,  and  by  our  gaining  the  battle  of 
Oassano.  But  God ,  who  is  the  master  of  events,  changed 
the  posture  of  our  affairs.    Yet  though  vic  were  em- 
ployed with  the  cares  of  repairing  our  losses,  we  had 
still  in  our  minds  the  idea  we  had  conceived  of  peace, 
at  the  time  even  of  our  greatest  prosperity.   We  re- 
new tnl  to  Holland  the  offer  of  a  barrier  for  their  state, 
and  of  the  security  demanded  fox  their  trad|^  leserv- 
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ing  it  slill  to  OWaelw  to  UmA  with  thecmperor  abosl  . 
a  compensation.  Propositions  so  rea«»oncibLe  were  agaia 
rejected  by  the  ifttrigues  of  that  partjry  which  had  chew* 
cditadf  aveneto  the  advanooneat  of  our  giaiidsoa. 
And  then  we  employed  all  our  thouglits  to  increase  oar 
preparations  for  a  war,  which  had  boeu  vioieotly  and 
niyiutly  deckuwi  against  us. 

Ncfgrthelwi^  as  it  beoomes  «  to  be  obedient  to  tfa» 
pious  exhortations  of  yonr  holiness,  and  to  the  end  tbaft 
our  eiieniies  may  have  no  pretence  to  impute  to  us  the 
loss  of  so  much  christian  blood  as  is  already  spilt,  and 
now  going  to  be  shed,  we  will  give  your  holiness  a  plaki 
and  frank  aoconnt  of  the  disposition  we  ate  in  for  peace. 
We  will  therefore  acquaint  your  holiness,  that  the  king, 
our  grandson,  has  intrusted  us  with  full  power  to  ooa* 
rej  to  tfaeaichduke  a  part  of  those  estates  that  compose 
the  Spanish  monarchy.  The  catholic  kin^  has  the  heuto 
of  the  true  Spaniards,  and  is  content  to  reign  over  thea. 
It  only  depends,  theiefbre,  on  the  emperor  to  ezpiato 
Umself  at  this  tinie^  who  may  have,  if  he  plesses,  te 
em  le-united  to  hu  family,  the  Milanese,  Napl(<s,  ami 
Sicily,  with  the  other  islands  belonginor  to  Spain,  thai 
nie  situated  in  the  Mediterranean  sea.  We  shou  Id  easily 
agsee  aboot  a  barrier  for  the  vqpublic  of  tiie  United 
Provinces :  and  the  two  pietenoes  of  the  war  being  thus 
removed,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  put  an  oud  to 
these  misfortunes,  which  Europe  has  been  so  long  op- 
pieasec)  with.  WeprayGodthat  he  wiilpresenpeyoar 
holiness  a  great  Biany  yean  in  the  goTenunent  of  lus 
ahurch. 

Your  devoted  son 
the  king  of  France  and  JN  avarre, 

LOUIS. 
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These  gnttt  and  ample  offers  of  the  kifi^  of  Franctf 
and  Spaiii  Ixing  uhimalcly  rrjeclwl,  it  would  be  the 
gfOBKst  partiality  not  to  acknowledge  tfaat  the  guilt  of 
coB^iraing  a  most  Mppdy  and  denoting  war  without 

any  juhtifiiihlc  object,  or  any  adequate  necessity,  sap* 
posing  by  a  large  and  doubtful  concession  such  neces- 
•ity  to  have  originally  existed,  rests  froia  ihit  period  al 
least  entirely  with  the  attied  powen,  wlio  <Aeri8hed  ex- 

orbitant  projects  of  ambition,  and  Avere  actuated  also  too 
eTideatly  by  the  sanguinary  sjiirit  of  revenge. 

\ 
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CONQUEST  OF  NAPLES. 

A.D.  1707. 


AFTEIl  the  evacuation  of  Lom])ar  ly  !)y  (he  French 
ia  the  spring  of  1707,  the  court  of  V  u  iuia,  according 
to  a  very  natural  and  obyious  policy,  indicated  a  strong 
desire  to  eiiect  the  farther  actjuibition  of  Naples  and 
Sicilv,  and  i^rout  preparations  were  made  fi)r  this  pur- 
pose.   But  a  project  havinj^  beeu  formed  by  the  courts 
of  Limdon)  Turin,  and  ihe  Hague,  for  an  invasion  of 
France  on  the  side  of  Provence,  and  the  consequent  sie^ 
ofTcudon,  they  joined  in  an  olistinate  opposilion  to  (he 
expedition  to  NapU^,  as  uecessiirily  subversive  of  the 
success  of  that  which  they  considered  as  of  infinitely 
greater  moment.   And  the  earl  of  Manchester  was  dis- 
pale  heii  to  the  imperial  court,  with  instructions  to  re- 
present in  her  maji^iy's  name,     how  destructive  any 
such  design  would  be  to  the  carrying  on  the  war  in 
])aiiphin^-  and  Provence,  which  is,"  says  lord  Sunder* 
land,  "  the  only  Avay  by  vliich  Fraiit  e  can  be  alTcctcd, 
or  a  diversion  made  in  favour  of  king  Charles."  In  ie» 
turn  the  earl  of  Manchester  informed  the  secretary  of 
state,  in  a  letter  dated  Vienna  April  25,  that  notwith- 
standing its  being  holy  week,  lie  had,  innnediutcly  on 
hb  arrival,  seen  the  imperial  ministers  Zinzendorf  and 
Wrattislau,  and  acquainted  them  with  the  orders  he 
had  received  from  her  ma  jesty.       As  for  count  Zin- 
zendorf," says  the  earl,     he  wiis  not  so  positive  as  the 
latter,  but  they  both  agreed  in  this,  that  it  would  not 
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the  Icdst  prejudioe  tliat  undertaking;  for  snioe  the 

French  were  entirely  out  of  Italy,  there  were  troops  suf- 
ficientfor  both,  that  prince  Eugene  was  to  stay,  though 
his  presence  wonldhave  been  of  wery  great  oonseqoenoe. 
On  the  next  day  the  earl  had  an  audience  of  the  em- 
peror, to  whom  he  stated,  "  that  (he  exptxlition  into 
France  was  of  the  last  consequence,  not  only  in  relation 
to  the  common  cause,  but  also  to  the  securing  the  ciown 
of  Spain  to  the  kin^^;  that  her  majesty  did  hope  that 
he  had  given  the  necessary  directions  in  order  to  support 
it  as  far  as  it  is  possible/*       His  imperial  majesty  an« 
sweied.  "  says  the  ambassador,    with  all  the  acknow- 
ledjErment  imaginable,  and  declared  that  he  would  do 
all  that  remained  for  him  in  relation  both  to  the  diike 
of  Savoy  and  the  queen/'   In  his  dispatch  of  May  4tb, 
die  earl  of  Manchester  writesi  that    th^  are  still  zealous 
for  the  expedition  of  Naples.   I  take  all  €XK»sioD8  to 
dissuade  them  from  it,  but  their  answer  is  always  that 
there  will  be  more  troops  left  than  can  be  employed. 
The  emperor  will  have  35,000  men  in  Italy,  and  in  our 
pay  20,000 ;  the  duke  of  Savoy  has  13,000,  so  that  the 
army  will  consist  of  alx)ut  68,000  men,  suHicient  for 
garrisons,  and  a  very  great  army  for  the  expedition, 
and  more  than  can  be  subsisted.   These  aie  the  argu- 
ments they  make  use  of  both  to  the  envoy  of  Holland 
and  myself.    We  still  peri^ist  to  persuade  them  to  lay 
aside  this  expedition  for  the  prescuit.    May  11th  the 
ambassador  writes,  I  believe  you  will  have  recdved,  be- 
fore this  comes  to  your  lordship,  the  cettainty  of  the 
detachments  going  to  Naples.    It  consists  of  (ive  regi- 
menis  of  foot,  and  five  of  horse,  which  though  no4 
complete,  will  amount  to  ten  thousajid  men.  They  m 
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lit  twent  in  the  Modooese,  and  abont  the  16iiiUMt 

tluj  b^fin  their  marcb  to  Naples.   I  have  done  all  I 

could  to  persuade  them  to  defer  it.    Their  argumenti 

are  still  the  same.    Onlj  they  saj  farther,  that  prinod 

Eugene  has  wiote  to  England  to  satisfy  the  qneen,  that 

k  will  not  prejudice  the  great  design  a^inst  France. 

They  have  all  often  repeated,  and  do  still  promise,  that 

there  shall  not  be  a  man.  more  ^ent,  let  the  saccesa  bo 

Wliat  it  will,  till  thej  see  the  emit  of  the  other  expedi<k 

Hon,  which,  as  I  can  perceive,  they  have  no  great  opi« 

nion  of,  though  they  agree  that  it  ought  to  be  at** 

tempted.*' 

•  •««••• 

*  It  should  seem  that  the  continued  and  pertinacious 
opposition  of  the  allied  courts  to  the  Neapolitan  expe« 
dition,  was  somewhat  invidious  and  unreasonable ;  and 
it  is  sufficiently  evident  fh>m  the  expressions  used  by  the 
eaii  of  Manchester,  that  he  did  by  no  means  approve 
of  the  warmth  ^ith  which  he  was  compelled  to  urge  a 
matter  so  disagreeable  to  the  court  of  Vienna.  Thejr 
are  very  much  surprised/'  says  the  ambassador  (Maj 
7th),  '^at  our  being  so  much  against  this  expedition. 
I  must  confess,  that-by  all  the  informations  I  can  get,  1 
cannot  see  bat  there  will  be  70,000  men  in  Italy ;  and 
if  the  detachment  to  Naples  should  amount  to  10,000 
men,  and  the  garrisons  in  Lombardy  to  10,000  more, 
there  will  still  remain  a  very  great  army."  But  the 
aversion  of  the  British  cabinet  to  this  project^  appears  to 
have  been  insurmountable. 

On  the  6th  of  May  the  earl  of  Sundprland  writes  to 
the  earl  of  Manchester,  that  he  is  very  glad  to  tiJid  the 
ambassador  baa  some  hopes  that  the  court  of  Viejaoa 
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wM  lay  aside  their  thoughlB  of  the  expedition  toNap&es. 
It  was  always,"  says  his  lordship,  "  very  anseason- 

able,  but  particularly  so  now,  since  our  great  misfortune 
in  Spain.  Upon  these  accounts  her  mi^ty  wouid  have 
your  lordship  insist,  in  the  strongest  manner  possible, 
sigainst  this  expedition/'  And,  in  a  subsequent  dis- 
patch from  Mr.  secretary  Harlcy  to  tlie  earl  of  Man- 
chesier>  May  17lh,  it  is  said, — 1  am  heartily  glad 
yovr  exodtettcy  has  had  so  much  success  as  to  shake 
that  court  from  their  speculaihe  expaSHon  against 
Naples.  Bui  I  am  very  sorry  that  the  misfortune  of 
our  army  in  Spain  is  an  irresistible  argument  to  lay  aside 
wholly  that  project.  The  queen  has  done  all  that  is 
possible  on  the  sudden  event,  and  in  this  great  uncer- 
tainty. Orders  are  gone  this  night  to  encourage  the 
king  of  Porlugal  to  keep  firm  to  the  alliance ;  and  like- 
wise  to  Holland  to  consult  with  them  the  best  way 
to  recover  the  blow.  But  all  will  be  to  no  purpose,  un- 
less the  emperor  ^vill  exert  himself  upon  this  occasion, 
not  only  to  lay  asitle  the  exiieflition  to  Naples,  to  push 
Tigoroiisly  into  France,  but  also  to  act.offisnsively  upon 
the  Rhine.  These  are  points  which  the  queen  hath  so 
much  at  heart,  tliat  her  majesty  hath  wrote  to  the  em- 
peror with  her  own  hand,  which  I  inclose  herewith* 
Your  excellency  will  oiforce  it  with  such  alignments  at 
you  win  find,  according  to  your  great  sagacity,  may 
best  incline  liis  imperial  majesty  to  comply  with  ao 
reasonable  a  desire.'*  ' 
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THE  QUEEN  TO  THE  EMPEEOB* 

Kensington  J  May  6, 1707. 

SIR,  MT  BROTHER, 

The  advantage  which  the  enemy  has  now  ob- 
tained in  Spain  might  have  such  dismal  consequences^ 
that  I  could  not  forbear  to  tiell  you,  that  it  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  all  your  troops  that  are  in  Italy 
shouUl  be  employed  to  make  an  invasion  in  France ; 
and  that  at  the  same  time  the  army  in  the  empire  should 
act  with  Tigor  on  the  Rhine.  Spain  ia  so  far  firom  the 
countries  in  which  my  troops  and  those  of  th^'  States 
General  are,  that  there  is  no  remedy  so  quick  nor  so 
powerful  as  that  of  making  this  invasion  :  your  majesty 
is  too  well  informed  to  amuse  youTBelf  with  a  little  ex- 
pedition for  some  member  or  dependency  that  king« 
dom,  wlicn  the  noble  and  principal  parts  of  the  mo- 
narchy in  question,  the  iionor  and  welfare  of  my 
brother  the  catholic  king,  and  in  his  person  the  dignity 
of  the  august  house  of  Austria,  are  concerned.  I  pro- 
mise  myself,  therefore,  from  yuur  prudence,  that  you 
will  think  only  on  the  re-establishment  of  the  affairs  of 
that  prince,  by  obliging  his  enemies  to  recall  their  troops 
for  the  defence  of  their  own  dominions.   I  am, 

your  majesty's  aifectionate  sister^ 

ANNE  E. 

These  pressing  instances  and  representations  proved, 
however,  ultimately  inctreetual ;  tlie  court  of  V  ienna 
constantly  insbting  that  the  forces  of  the  allies  were 
sufficient  to  carry  on  both  these  enterpriaes  at  once. 
Count  Thaun,  with  a  strong  body  of  impeiialists, 
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inarched  from  Lombardy  through  the  ecclesiastical 
statfli,  and  struck  no  small  terror  into  the  court  of 
.  Rome  as  they  passed  near  it.   The  hatred  which  the 
Neapolitans  bore  the  French,  (ogcllier  Avith  the  severi- 
ties of  tJieir  government,  had  put  that  \vhole  kingdom 
into  such  a  disposition  to  revolt,  that  the  small  party 
which  adhered  to  king  Philip  found  it  not  advisable  to 
oflbr  any  resistance,  and  had  only  time  to  convey  their 
treasure  and  most  valuable  effects  to  Gaeta,  and  to  rer 
tue  thither.   The  imperialists  were  leoeiyed  into  the 
metropolis  with  great  rejoicings  ;  and  Gaeta  being  be- 
sieged in  form,  was  carried  by  assault,  and  plundered: 
the  ganrisony  retiring  into  the  castle,  were  soon  after 
forced  to  surfc^der,  and  were  all  made  prisoners  of  war. 
It  was  proposer!  to  follow  this  success,  with  an  attempt 
upon  Sicily  ;  but  the  English  fleet  not  Ijeing  at  lilx?rty 
to  assist  them,  the  scheme  was  abandoned,  though  not 
without  great  rductanoe,  as  the  SicUians  were  no  less 
eager  to  exchange  the  tyranny  of  Spain  for  that  of 
Austria,  than  the  neighbouring  and  kindred  nation  ii^ 
whose  destiny  thein  was  natuiallj  involved. 
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BATTLE  OF  ALMANZA. 

A.  D.  1707. 


Till!  battle  of  Almanza,  fotiL^lif  April  14,  J707,  be- 
tween ihc  confederate  army,  roiuiiiaiided  by  the  earl  of 
Galway,  and  that  of  Philip  V.  under  the  duke  of  Ber- 
i%ick,  was  so  decisive  in  favour  of  that  monarch,  that 
the  farther  prosecution  of  (lie  war  for  tlie  purpose  of  re- 
ducing the  kingdom  of  Spain  to  the  dominion  of  his 
competitor,  the  archduke,  became,  in  the  view  of  all 
intellisnent  persons,  romantic  and  hopeless.  Durinfi^  the 
fcessioTi  of  parliament  wliic  ii  surreeded  this  fatal  disa&ter, 
infinite  pains  were  taken  by  the  torics  to  fix  a  stigma  on 
the  character  of  the  earl  of  Galwaj,  who  had  distin- 
guishetl  himself  by  his  personal  exertions  on  that  unfor- 
tunate day,  and  to  extol  the  superior  sagacity  of  the 
earl  of  Peterborough,  whose  opinion  had  been  given  in 
lavouT  of  a  plan  of  defensive  operations*  Much  time 
and  trouble  were  wasted  in  a  most  perplexing  and  te- 
dious investigation  of  the  question  in  the  house  of  lords, 
who  at  last  found  themselves  incompetent  to  pass  any 
judsnnent  upon  it. 

In  the  session  of  1710-11,  the  (ories  beinjET  now  in 
power,  the  discussion  of  this  intricate  and  obsolete  bu« 
siness  was  revived  by  the  peers,  with  a  pre-determination 
to  throw  all  possible  obloquy  on  lord  Galway.  For  this 
purpose,  certain  (jueries  were  addressed  by  the  house  to 

(lis  rival  and  enemy,  the  earl  of  Peterborough,  who,  in 
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his  reply,  gate  vcat  to  very  bitter  eflYisions  of  ^XTsonal 
and  party  rancor.  Ilaviog  disgusted  his  friends,  the 
nrhigsy  by  the  indUcretion  aod  extravagance  of  his  con- 
duct, that  nobleman  had  now  thrown  himself  Into  the 

arms  ol'  the  tories,  wlio  equally  Iiatini;  liiiii,  and  hated 
by  bim,  were  cap:er  to  render  his  caprice,  his  jealousy, 
and  eccentricity  instrumental  in  gratifying  their  spleen 
and  revenge.  On  the  other  hand,  and  impelled  by  cir- 
cunislances,  the  accused  troncral  vindicated,  his  charac- 
ter, and  the  whole  tenor  of  his  proceedings,  as  com- 

• 

mander  of  the  allied  forces  in  Spain,  by  a  narrative 
drawn  up  in  a  manner  singularly  candid,  perspicuous, 

and  dispassionate.  Few  individuals  were  niore  ob- 
noxious to  the  tory  faction  than  the  earl  of  Gahvay, 
which,  from  the  blameless  tenor  of  his  life,  might  be  ao* 
counted  strange,  were  it  not  ascertained,  by  melancholy 
experience,  that  the  ra£^c  of  party,  reversins^  tlie  moral 
order  of  things,  can  makeevcn  the  purity  and  perfection 
of  an  illustrious  character  an  additional  incentive  to 

• 

malevolence.   The  earl  had  also  been  distingui»hed  by 

the  cordial  esteem  and  tViendship  of  the  late  kiiif*;  Wil- 
liam, and  the  political  persecution  of  a -man  dear  to 
that  monarch,  was  assiduously  uiged  by  many,  for 
the  sake  of  offering  an  afiroat  and  insult  to  his  glorious 

memory. 

The  earl  of  Peterborough  had  asserted  in  the  debale^ 
when  (he  question  came  originally  before  the  house,  that 

the  conclusive  council  for  the  operafions  of  the  eusuino: 
campaign  was  held  on  the  I  jlh  . January,  (1707);  and 
he  offered  to  depose,  on  oath,  that  in  thai  very  council 
jio  person  whatever  was  of  opinion  for  making  an  of« 
fcnsive  war,  and  agiiiust  dividing  the  troops^  but  lorti 
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Galway ,  lord  Tjrawley ,  and  geneTal  Stanbope.   But  in 

the  paper  deliTcred  by  lord  Peterborough,  in  reply  to 
the  queries^  he  contented  himself  with  saving,  that 
amral  conncils  of  war  woe  held  in  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary, ITOG-T,  at  Valencia,  in  order  to  adjust  the  inea« 
jsures  fur  tlie  ensuing  campaign ;  that  the  lords  Galwajr^ 
Tyrawley,  and  Mr.  Stanhope,  with  the  Portuguese  ge*  ^ 
neral,  were  for  marching  towards  Madrid,  and  seeking 
the  enemy:  and  that  the  Jting,  the  count  dc  Noyelles, 
the  Spanish  ministers  and  generals,  ^vitli  himself,  ar« 
gued  against  ofiensiye  operations,  as  highly  dangerons 
'  and  impracticable."  According  to  the  earl  of  Peterbo- 
rough's last  account,  therefore,  the  marcpiis  das  Minas 
was  adverse  to  the  plan  of  a  defensive  war:  and  the 
evidence  of  lord  Tyrawley  was  express,  that  count  Oro- 
peza,  one  of  the  Spanish  ministers,  and  also  count  D*As« 
sumar,  the  Portiiirucse  ambassador,  and  iM.  I'reisheim, 
envoy  of  the  States,  were  decidedly  of  the  saino  opinion. 
<^  1  do  take  upon  me  to  aver,"  says  lord  Gal  way  him« 
self,  that  nothing  was  ever  transacted,  during  the  time 
I  had  the  honour  to  rnmmand  tlie  queen's  troops,  con- 
trary to  the  positive  resolution  of  any  general  council, 
or  council  of  war,  unless  that. resolution  was  afterwards 
repealed  by  some  subsequent  coUhcil." 

On  the  ]ir(  sent  occasion  the  determination  of  the  coun- 
cil was  highly  approved  by  the  queen  and  hiT  ministers. 
The  earl  of  Sunderland,  in  his  dispatch  of  February  14, 
1706-7,  declared  to  Mr.  Stanhope,  that  nothing  but 
interest  t  ouUl  incline  any  to  a  contrary  opinion  ;  and 
that,  as  to  the  earl  ol"  IVtcrboroui^h's  projects  in  Italy, 
the  less  attentbn  he  (Mr.  S.)  gave  to  them  the  better." 

In  order  to  execute  the  resolutions  of  those  councils 
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of  war,**  oontinaes  the  earl  of  Galwaj,    wbeie  k  wai 

agrml  wc  should  march  to  Madrid  by  the  way  of  Arra- 
poii,  but  (irst  (t>  destroy  tlie  oncniy's  magazines  on  ihc 
froiitierB  of  Valencia')  I  went  with  themavquiB  das  Mioaf, 
in  the  beginning  of  April,  to  YecUi,  and  from  thenee  to 
Villena,  where  we  had  advice  of  their  tr<K>ps  \x*iu^  as- 
sembled at  Almanza.  Upouthis  advice,  a  cdiuu  il  of  war 
was  held,  where  it  was  iinaRimously  roBoWed  to  fight  the 
enemy,  which  we  were  the  rather  mdooed  to,  becanseil 
was  jndsrcd  impossible  to  subsist  upon  the  defensive  in 
the  kingdom  of  V  aicncia ;  for  the  country  had  alrciidy 
been  so  much  exhaused  by  our  winter  quarters,  that  theie 
was  not  two  days  provision  to  be  found  for  the  army, 
and  wc  could  not  have  Ix^cn  able  to  have  subsisted  there 
so  long  as  we  did,  but  for  the  supply  we  found  in  the 
enemy's  magazines  in  Yecla.  Nor  did  we  think  it  pro- 
per to  pursue  the  once  intended  march  through  thai 
kingdom  :\m\  Arraj^on,  hst  provisions  ^hoHld  l)c  want- 
in£r,  leaving  the  enemy  so  near,  and  in  a  condition  to 
follow  us.  For,  though  commissaries  had  been  em* 
ployed,  there  was  reason  to  apprehend  the  tovms  we 
were  to  pa>s  (hrou<rh  would  shut  (ho  ijTites  against  us, 
whilst  wo  wore  closely  followed  by  the  enomy,  and  per- 
secuted by  the  peasants  of  the  country,  who,  grown  des* 
perateby  seeinsr  themselves  abandoned,  would  naturally 
he  up  in  arms  in  the  nioinitains.  Besides,  we  had  cer- 
tain advice  that  tliere  was  already  a  IxkI  v  of  French 
troops,  consisting  of  8,000  men,  in  Spain,  and  upon 
their  march  to  reinforce  the  enemy.  Thus,  as  the  array 
TTiust  inovifably  have  perished  without  finrhtincr,  it  was 
thoui^ht  rrasoiuible  to  run  (he  hazard  of  a  battle,  where- 
in we  had  an  equal  chance  to  come  off  victors*'* 
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Snch  was  the  dan  serous  situation  of  ao  annj  npm, 
Wbich  the  archduke  Charles  depended  §or  the  dethrone, 
ment  of  his  ri¥al,  and  for  placing  the  crown  of  Spain 
npon  liis  head.  Notwilli.statidiniJ:  the  able  defence  of 
lord  Galwaj,  and  the  detection  of  manj  random  anil 
lalse  assertions  in  the  paper  delivered  in  by  the  earl  of 
Peterborough,  the  house  resolyed  that  the  latter  had 
given  a  very  laithfiil,  just  and  honorable  account  of  the 
councils  of  war  in  Valencia,  and  that  the  earl  of  Gal- 
-way^  lord  Tjrawlej,  and  general  Stanhope,  insisting^ 
in  a  conference  held  at  Valencia,  some  time  in  January, 
I70C-7,  in  the  presence  of  the  king  of  Spain,  and  the 
queen's  name  lx>ing  used  in  maintenance  of  their  opi- 
nions for  an  offensive  irar,  contrary  to  the  king  of  Spain** 
opinion,  and  that  of  all  the  general  officers,  and  public 
ministers,  ex(  ept  the  marquis  das  Minas;  and  the  opi- 
nion of  the  earl  of  Galwaj,  lord  Tjrawley,  and  genenyi 
Stanhope  being  pursued  in  the  operations  of  the  follow- 
ing campaign,  was  the  unhappy  occasion  of  the  battle 
of  Almauza,  and  one  great  cause  of  our  misfortunes  in 
Spain,  and  of  the  duke  of  Savoy's  ezp^ition  hefine 
Tonlon,  concerted  with  her  majesty.'* 

The  object  of  the  earl  of  Gal  way's  commission,  there- 
fore, was  avowedly  the  conquest  of  Spain,  and  his  crime, 
according  to  the  judgment  of  their  lordships,  that  lie 
fought  a  battle  in  order  to  obtain  it ! — Never,"  says 
bishop  Burnet,  was  any  thing  earned  on  in  the  house 
of  lords  so  little  to  their  iiuiior  as  this  was.  Some  who 
voted  with  the  rest  seemed  ashamed  of  it.  The  duke  of 
Buckingham  said,  in  plain  words,  that  they  had  the 
majority,  and  would  make  use  of  it.  They  loaded, 
sin^ly^  the  earl  of  Gal  way  willi  the  loss  of  the  battle  of 
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Almanza,  though  it  was  rcsolvetl  on,  in  a  council  of 
ivar,  that  he  had  behaved  himself  in  it  with  all  the 
farayery  and  conduct  that  could  be  expected  firom  a 
great  general.*' — BameCi  History  of  his 
vol.  iv.  p.  311. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

'  BETWEEN 

Mr.  UARLEY  and  LORD  GODOLPHIN« 

ji.  D,  1707. 

THE  folbwin^  lettecs  exhMi  the  oommenoemeAt  and 
progreA  of  that  diflagreesment  which  took  place,  during 
the  years  JTOCi-T,  between  lord  Godolpliiii  aod  Mr. 
Harley.  Marlborough  and  Godolphin  had  now  idin* 
quished  their  connection  with  the  toiy  party^  and  weie 
.anxiously  courting  the  friendship  and  support  of  (he 
whigs.  Mr.  Harley,  from  a  variety  of  causes,  disap- 
proved of  this  total  change  of  system,  and  vcutureil, 
though  in  hinguage  the  most  obsequious  and  submis- 
to  remonstrate  against  it. 

The  tein[)er  and  policy  of  this  minister,  dark,  subtle, 
and  indeciiiivc,  had  always  led  him  to  trim  bclwceu  the 
two  parties :  and  to  endeayour  to  cultivate  the  hyoi 
of  each,  valuing  himself  upon  his  address  in  poising  the 
political  balance.  He  had  now  also  begun,  in  cojicert 
•Hith  Mrs.  Mashain,  to  establish  a  separate  interest  with 
the  queen,  aod  he  knew  that  she  dreaded  being  thrown 
entueljr  into  the  hands  of  the  whigs.  In  fine,  he  watf 
aware  that  one  of  the  schemes  in  agitation  was  f  lie  dis- 
mission of  sir  Charles  Hedges,  joint  secretary  of  state, 
a  man  much  inlerior  to  himself  in  political  consequence, 
ai^d  to  transfer  the  possession  of  the  seals  to  lord  Sunder* 
land,  who  had  married  one  of  the  daughters  of  the  duko* 


« 
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Marlborougli^  and  wfiose  connections^  rank,  foriuncf 
mad  talents,  would  render  the  jealous  and  aspiring  Har<' 
ky  comparatively  insi^ificant.   Impressed  with  these 

considerations,  he  insinuates  to  lord  Godolpliin  the  im- 
policy of  entirely  breaking  with  the  tories ;  he  expresses 
hifr  dislike  of  the  gross  partiality  with  which  the  contro- 
verted el^tions  were  decided  by  the  -house  of  commons 
in  favour  of  the  whip^,  under  the  auspices  of  the  present 
miniiiters;  and  he  represents,  in  that  clouciy  ami  ob- 
seuie  mode  of  writing  which  he  usually  adopted,  and 
ferhaps  afiected,  the  inveterate  dblike  and  animonty 
of  the  zealous  adherents  of  that  party  to  the  lords  Marl- 
boroui^h  and  Godolpliin. 

That  Mr.  Harley  entertained  any  views,  at  this  early 
feriod,  of  supplanting  those  great  leaders,  is  very  impro- 
liable.  He  was  now  ^radnally  ascending  the  dangerous 
steeps  of  ambition,  but  without  lixiui;  his  eye  on  any 
diiitinct  or  determinate  object ;  and  his  conduct  may  be 
milytaccounted  for  from  obvious  causes,  without  sup- 
posing him  to  have  carried  his  arts  of  refinement  and  dis- 
simulation to  strange  and  extravagant  lengths. 

LOAD  GODOLFHIS  TO  MB.  SECAETARY  UAaL.£V« 

August  IO//1,  1706. 

SIR, 

I  HEREWITH  return  you  the  letters  and 
papers  yon  sent  me,  with  many  thanks  for  the  tayor  of 

your  letter,  and  your  Ix^ing  so  particular  in  the  matter 
■pon  which  1  desired  your  thoughts,  though  1  diifer  in 
opinioii.  I  tbirk  the  matter  of  elections  was  but  a  pre- 
taU  taken  in  the  huit  session:  theiewBsan  avenaeva* 


^.d  by  Google 


APPENDIX.  639 

hotbom  to  do  «nj  thing  that  th^  thought  wwM  giv« 
merit  to  the  v/hlgs ;  thoogh  it  was,  and  is,  a  demonstra- 
tion that  without  th  enij  aiid  ffirir  bting  evtircy  llic  queen 
cannot  be  served ;  but  the  leaning  to  what  I  take  to  be 
an  impossibility^  will,  I  doubt,  make  them  jealous  and 
uneasy,  and  at  best  but  passive ;  the  consequence  of 
which  is,  that  the  ma  jority  will  be  agaiu.st  us  upon  every 
occasion  oi  consequence.  I  hope,  however,  the  queen'a 
service  will  go  on,  and,  for  myself,  I  am  as  little  con- 
cerned as  one  need  to  be  upon  such  an  occasion,  but  I 
am  not  blind  or  asleep.  The  topics  you  mention  would 
not  hurt  us  alone,  il'  there  were  not  a  preparation  to 
make  them  uneasy  and  jealous  from  whom  only  we  caa 
have  or  hope  for  any  friendship.  « 

GODOLPHIN. 


JIA.  8SCRETART  HAELEY  TO  LORD  QOOOLPHIN. 

Bramptottf  15  Augudj  1706. 

As  to  home  aftkirs,  what  I  wrote  to  your 
lordfihip  was  in  the  sincerity  of  my  heart,  and  what  I 
could  collect  from  my  conversation  with  both  parties^ 
and  of  which  I  am  at  any  time  ready  to  give  your  lord- 
ship the  particulars  :  but  lar  be  it  from  me  to  espouse 
any  opinion  9f  my  own,  or  to  differ  from  your  lordship^s 
judgment.  I  shall  always  be  ready  when  required,  and 
never  but  then,  to  ^ive  my  poor  thoughts,  and  such  rea- 
sons as  I  have,  and  when  I  have  done  that  1  know  myr 
self  too  well  to  be  fond  of  any  notions  of  own,  with 
that  attachment  to  your  lordship  and  lord  Marlborougli, 
vhich  I  shall  always  preserve. 
The  reason  I  mentioned  elections  in  my  letter  was. 
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because  the  occasion  of  siumbliag  is  in  a  ^rcat  measure 
lemoved,  aiid  from  the  little  experience  I  have  had,  the 
iktlempting  to  bend  eveiy  bod/  in  one  measnre  in  the 
affair  hath  proved  one  of  the  flcf^test  means  of  ruining 
the  expectation  oi  liial  party  which  hath  allcmptcd  it ; 
and  I  have  often  seen  the  foundation  laid  of  blowing  up 
each  of  the  fiM^tions  by  that  very  method ;  and  the  lea* 
son  is  plain,  for  those  very  gentlemen  who  think  them- 
selves to  Ix:  independent,  and  would  be  thoii^rlit  to  be 
so,  but  yet  would  support  the  queen,  and  serve  her  mi- 
BisteiB,  expect  their  compliance  therein  should  be  ac- 
cepted, and  that  they  should  be  left  to  themselves  in 
jM'rjiOnal  friendships  antl  ni  a  I  tors  which  1  will  always 
think  remote  Irom  government  observation,  and  that  if 
Ihey  vote  for  the  public  service  of  the  government,  and 
fupport  the  ministers,  more  ought  not  to  be  expected  of 
tliem.  Indeed,  I  have  not  been  able  to  answer  them 
when  they  have  said  why  should  not  every  body's  ser- 
vices be  accepted  as  far  as  they  will  go  V  and  it  is  not 
impossible  but  one  step  may  draw  on  another.  This  I 
am  certain,  that  many  of  the  most  staunch  whigs,  not 
whimsical,  have,  and  do  frequently  lament  the  iury  of 
vtheir  leaders,  and  have  rejoiced  when  theur  presumption 
was  humbled ;  and,  to  use  an  expression  of  one  of  them, 
that  if  they  were  gratified  in  all  they  desire  they  would 
irnnieclialily  be  undone.  1  am  wry  far  from  making  them 
jealous  9  i  did  not  mean  their  places  should  be  given  to 
others;  but  I  was  humbly  of  opinion,  that  whoever 
would  come  in  a  volunteer  to  the  service  should  be  ac- 
cepted as  far  as  hr  would  go:  and  1  am  tlie  more  con- 
firmed in  the  opinion,  because  those  who  call  themselves 
whigs,  if  united,  are  the  inferior  numbersi  and  that  they 
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"WlU  not  Follow  those  who  make  themselves  their  leadersf 
but  yet  may  be  united  in  the  queen's  8er?ioe  by  her  jni« 
leiB ;  and  yet  at  the  same  time  th^  would  makeev^ 
one  else  desperate.  Nay,  to  use  the  words  of  one  of 
themselves,  they  have  at  present  a  great  many  who  nt- 
Tcr  diflfertd  yet  from  them,  and  as  to  those  who  came 
unto  themi  some  vheieof  hare  surrendered  tkemselves, 
and  gave  elections  to  them,  and  laid  themselves  at  their 
feet,  and  yet  they  will  not  be  contented  with  tliem,  and 
every  one  who  have  helped  to  rescue  them  from  the  ma* 
lice  and  rage  of  their  adversaries,  and  to  make  them  a 
majority^  have  been  made  sensible  that  all  that  went 
for  nothing,  and  they  were  told,  more  than  once  or 
twice,  expressly,  that  they  hoped  in  a  little  time  to  cast 
them  off,  and  do  without  them.  I  have,  with  grief, 
observed  that  the  leaders,  or  lealots  rather,  of  both:- 
parties  are  frequent,  even  now,  in  their  reflections  on  the 
queen's  ministers,  I  mean  your  lordship,  and  my  lord 
Marlborough.  I  cannot  but  apprehend-danger,  from 
both  sides,  in  the  extreme,  and  therefore  am  humbly  of 
opinion,  to  increase  the  number  of  those  who  would  de- 
vote themselves  to  the  queen's,  and  your  service,  would 
be  the  bebt ;  and  I  rather  mention  this,  because  so  many 
have  been  lately  obliged  to  p  iy  their  acknowledgments 
to,  and  real  dependence  on,  other  people.  As  to  my- 
self, I  have  made  ail  the  application  imaginable  to  those 
who  would  he  thought  the  chiefs  of  their  taction ;  and 
there  is  nothing  I  will  not  do  for  the  queen*s  service  and 
the  support  of  her  ministers.  Neither  would  I  have 
troubled  your  lordship  wiih  this  long  scribble,  but  that 
^onr  lordship's  indulgence  has  encouraged  -me  to  tell 
you  the  truth,  and  wbat  you  may,  whM  you  please^ 

VOL.  lU  T  T 
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ConflimBd  from  the  mouths  of  those  of  that  very 
yarty  who  lum  m»  UUle  inlmrt  in  both  Iiouscs.  And 
now  I  have  «id  tlitt,  I  believe  yoor  loidship  wiUbeM» 
just  to  me  as  to  be  assured  I  have  no  mensure*,  aor  will 
hsm  any,  but  what  shall  be submiUed  to  the  test  of  your 
Micr  judgment,  and  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to 
im  p«<e  it  to  my  Ml  when  I  cnnnot  forbear  sayii^,  ibaC 
thb  ensuing  session  may  be  made  vefy  easy,  or  difficnlt^ 
b^y  either  giving  or  bpariag  a  few  good  >^  ords,  without 
iBj  Inrtber  engagment  than  to  let  those  who  are  not 
atignatiied  by  any  partienbur  lolly  know,  tbat  tbey  need 
not  be  desperate.  I  have  now  tiwd  yoor  1ordsbip*8  pa* 
tience  with  my  impertinence,  ami  ^^ill  add  nothing  more 

that  baviog  sbot  my  bolt,  there  remains  nothing 
farther  for  me  than  to  ob^  yow  commnndg,  ice  ice 

In  tbi»  Ycrj  characteristic  li  tter  some  gleams  of  good 
^enee  aio  diicecn^rfe  amidst  the  beavy  mam  of  confusion, 
f^heenritj,  and  adidatloa,  in  whicb  tbey  mo  enveloped. 
To  be  guided  by  principleB  of  equity  aad  condlialMDy 
undiverted  by  motives  of  personal  animosity,  in  the 
conflict  of  contending  factions,  mubt  be  acknowledge^ 
apoUoyaokmwitetbaBgciienHis.   Butboth  the  head 
and  beart  of  Harley  were  uneqval  to  tbe  task.   In  at- 
tempting, or  feigning  to  attempt  it,  he  entangled  him- 
self in  an  inextricable  maze  of  art,  duplicity,  and  dt  ( cit. 
At  this  period  Godolpbin  and  BCarlborough  liad  adopted 
the  more  open  and  obviovs  policy  of  keeping  no  mca« 
sures  with  the  torics,  and  of  establishing  the  complete 
and  permanent  suijcriority  of  the  whigs.    And  had  n*)t 
'  the  pride  and  folly  of  the  duchess  of  Marlborough  caused 
the  queen  eventoally  to  withdraw  her,  fiivoar  and  confi« 
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itncBf  md  the  ambiiMMi  of  tlie  duke  prompted  him  to 
tOBtiotte  ike  war  after  the  MtkMi  had,  iHUi  icmoo,  htm  . 
Qome  wearj  of  it)  tte  pretenl  adnliiiilnition  mi^t, 

Upon  fhoir  own  sjrsteni)  have  unquestionably  retalnedy 
bejond  all  hazard  of  oonpetitMifty  their  boundless  poli* 
tioal  mitkorl^.  ItdoetnoiappMrtliiilHdGodo^plua 
antortatned,  at  this  time,  any  suspieiovof  Mir.  ¥ttakiy*9 
fidelity  and  attachment ;  but,  ere  many  iBonths  had 
ela|)fied9  the  nystoioiM  nocturnal  interviews  of  Harl^ 
with  the  qneeSy  in  oo«puiy  with  Mn«  Aiaaham,  amid 
no  longer  be  ooaeealed.  Notlring,  homeier,  of  a  piMier 
naCnre  transpired  to  excite  the  apprehension,  that  the 
sovereign  was  influenced  by  the  secretary,  in  relation 
loluiy  pobbc  tnuMEtetibM,  till  the  want  bhdMipiioa  of 
Exeter  and  Cbeiler  were  by  tiM  qneen*8  cxpmB  minii- 
nation,  nnd  contrary  to  the  remonstrances  of  the  mini- 
ater,  filled  by  Dr.  iilackweli  and  &ir  William  Daviesy 
whoie  potttieal  pnnciples  wm  notorionalj  advene  to 
Ihoieof  thewW^;  nn  akvningdfcvnrtaaoeyto  wUclr 
Mr.  iiarley  alludes  in  the  subsequent  conespoodence. 

UB.  UARL£Y  TO  LOEn  GOnOLPJUlT* 

(Extract.) 

September  10,  1707. 
As  to  the  last  paragraph  of  your  lordship's  letter,  I 
ccave  leate  most  aalemnly  to  pro&M  to  yoo^  that  1  haifie ' 
.mode  it  my  aludy  to  aeire  tiie  qoeen  npoii  an  lionert^ 
principle;  that  I  hare  no  attachment  to  4my  other 
person  in  the  world,  but  your  lordship  and  the  duke  of 
Marlborough.  I  know  of  no  enemy  1  have  but  s««h  aa 
ailher  hare  CKptemed  thenudfei  wilh  eqnal  hiltomcm 
ngaimt  both  yoni  kiidships,  upon  many  oecarioniy  or 
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oe  so  to  me  because  of  my  adheienoe  to  jou.  I  am  f  o(? 
well  acqaddtod  with  tiie  pracCioeB  of  a  sort  of  people^ 
who  mmd  tbose  they  dont  like  in  the  daik ;  and,  by 

whispers  and  secret  misrepresentations,  would  ruin  the 
reputation  of  any  one  they  do  not  fancy.  I  know  your 
loidBhip  is  too  just  to  admit  of  any  iDsinoatioDS  of  that 
kind,  and.  I  am  so  litde  fond  of  standing  in  any  oae*s 
way,  that  any  endeavours  of  that  sort  give  me  no  dis- 
quiet, because  they  depend  upon  your  lordship's  good- 
ness to  let  me  know  when  I  am  thought  a  bmrdea  lo  the 
senrioe,  or  uneasy  to  any  one,  and  the  least  hint  of  that 
nature  shall  meet  with  a  rery  ready  compliance  in  me 
by  a  willing  retreat. 

As  to  jinning  in  measures,  it  has  been  my  endeaTOur 
lo  gif  e  demonstratioiis  that  I  have  been  very  fiir  from 
being  pertinaeieas  in  my  own  opinion.  I  am  not  fond 
in  giving  it,  and  am  no  ways  concerned  if  it  do  no^ 
take.  I  had  much  rather  be  directed  than  not,  and 
shall  never  be  inquisitiTe  to  knu^any  thing  bnt  how  ta 
do  mydnty.  It  has  always  been  my  temper  to  go 
along  with  the  company,  iind  not  to  give  tlioni  uneasi- 
ness. If  they  should  say  Harrow  on  the  Hill,  or  by- 
Maidenhead,  were  the  nearest  way  to  Windsor,  I  would 
go  with  them,  and  nerer  dispute  it,  if  that  would  give 
oontent,  and  that  I  might  not  be  forced  to  swear  it  was 
so.  I  am  very  siiicerc,  and  find  in  what  I  told  your 
lordships  in  my  former  letter  upon  this  subject,  tliat  JL 
had  been  and  would  be  entavely  under  your  direction^ 
and  whatever  is  insinuated  to  the  oontrary,  I  never  have 
acted  upon  any  other  foot.  I  am  batibfied  to  a  demon- 
stration, there  can  be  no  other  centre  of  union  ;  but  the 
queen,  by  the  ministration  of  your  lordship,  and  thcr 
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"dHke  -of  Marlborough,  and  there  the  bulk  of  the  natioa 
vill  fix  themselves  if  they  may  be  suffined.  AU  other 
expedient  are  very  wrelched  things,  and  will  end  but 

Ycry  ill ;  and  I  dreud  the  tliouiflits  of  running  from  the 
extreme  of  one  factian  to  auother,  which  is  the  Aatuial 
consequence  of  party  tyranny,  and  renders  the  ^ovem* 
ment  like  a  door  which  turns  both  ways  upon  its  hinges, 
(o  ]A  III  t'iu  li  party  iis  ii  grows  triumphant,  and  in  truth 
it  is  the  real  parent  and  nurse  of  our  factions  here.  It 
is  time  to  idteve  yoar  lordship's  patience,  and  beg  par- 
don for  this  tedious  letter ;  and  withal  to  desire  leave  to 
assure  >'oiir  k)rd:5hip,  tliat  you  have  not  a  more  faithful 
servant  nor  a  truer  or  more  zealous  liiend  than  myself, 
to  the  utmost  of  my  capacity,  &c. 

MB*  HAALEY  TQ  LOBD  GOBOI.PllI^r. 

SepUmbet'  17,  1707. 
I  AX  very  sensible  how  much  too  fiur  my  seal  for  the 
service  hath  carried  me  formerly  to  trouble  your  lord- 

lihip  with  tedious  letters.  1  no  more  will  ofiend  in  that 
kind:  It\vou  will  please  to  add  this  fault  to  niy  other 
errors,  for  1  cannot  Ibrbear  just  telling  your  lordship, 
how  uneasy  I  am  under  the  charge  of  doing  any  thing 
against  your  interest.  J  ^vas  provided  agiiinst  any  other 
attack,  but  this,  which  strikes  me  in  a  mo^  bcmible  part, 
is  a  fault  which  both  friends  and  enemies  will  acquit  me 
of.  However,  I  roust  arm  my&elf  with  patience;  a 
little  time  will  clear  nie  from  this  asjjjersion  ;  and  I  learn 
this,  that  it  is  no  more  in  a  man's  p  nver  todcvi.se  the 
methods  by  which  he  is  to  be  put  out,  than  it  is  to 
Ibrcsee  how  he  is  to  come  in.  J  have  done  nothing ; 
but  it  is  a  justice  I  owe  to  myscir,  to  bt  your  iQidship 
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Inuiw  I  km  told  jtm  Bothfaiglnit  (nitb.  I  toorn  to 

deny  any  thing  I  have  done  j  and  if  I  had  ever  directly 
or  indirectly}  by  mysdf  or  aoy  other,  rocom mended  those 
two  peiBOlu,  I  am  not  90  nem  as  to  deny  it,  which  I 
nott  tolemnly  do,   I  haTe  no  more  to  add,  bat  most 

hearty  wishes  for  your  lordship's  prosperity  and  success. 
You  can  never  have  a  more  sincere  friend  and  servant^ 
though  1  am  deemed  BOW  unprofitable  and  useless,  &c« 

urn*  nAMvnr  n  i^oup  oobolpriii. 

December  5y  1707* 
I  wwnht  beg  that  I  may  bare  leave  to  wait  upoo 
your  lordship  this  evening  at  your  house  at  eight,  baTing 
some  account  to  give  you,  which  I  think,  in  duty  to 
your  service,  I  ought  to  acquaint  you  with;  and  I 
should  be  very  glad  my  lord  duke  of  Hiiarlboroiigh  wero 
pment :  I  hope  your  lordship  wUl  tkU  wee  pardon  the 
trouble  I  give  you,  &c.  &c« 

lioan  eoDoi.PuiN  to  Ma.  iiablbt^ 

December  5,  1707,  Fridai/  Evemng. 
I  SHOULD  be  extremely  sorry  if  I  -were  capable  of 
giving  occasion  to  any  body,  and  much  more  to  you^ 
to  write  me  a  letter  in  so  very  eztraordimuy  a  stile  aa 
yours  seems  to  me ;  however,  if  yon  have  any  com* 
niands  to  me,  I  will  be  at  home  between  eight  and  nine 
this  niglit  to  receive  them,  and  send  to  the  duke  of  MarU 
bonnQgh  to  meet  yoa  thw,  &c« 

«B.  VABI^BT  TO  WW  OODOLPHIlf. 

January  30,  1707^. 

I4AST  mght  Mr.  Attorn^  a^uaiated  me  that  I  «a% 
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fallen  ioto  your  lordship's  displeasure :  he  would  not 
tdl  nm  any  particulan.  ThU  I  could  nol  but  leoeive 
with  the  utmost  grief,  and  had  it  not  been  so  late,  I  had 
given  your  lordship  the  trouble  of  a  letler,  to  desire 
leave  to  ^vait  upon  you  to  clear  myself.  This  morning 
my  lord  of  Marlborough  §av#  me  permission  to  attend 
him  upon  a  like  occasion,  and  his  grace  was  fdeased  to 
tell  me  the  particulars.  I  know  it  is  impossible  toward 
against  misrepresentations  or  misconstructions,  or  the 
application  of  things  said  generally  to  a  particular  pur- 
pose, which  was  never  thought  of :  for  I  do  solemnly 
N  protest  I  never  entertained  the  least  thought  derogating 
irom  your  lordship,  or  prejudicial  to  your  interest*  I 
am  confident  in  my  own  innocenqri  and  I  know  np 
better  way  to  clear  mysdf  than  to  desire  your  lordship 
will  let  me,  by  my  actions,  demonstrate  the  sincerity  of 
my  intentions,  and  my  zeal  and  duty  for  your  lordship'a 
person  and  senrioe^  &c«  ice 

T.ORD  GOnOLPHIir  TO  MR.  HARLBT. 

I  HAVE  received  your  letter,  and  am  very  sorry  for 
what  has  happened,  to  lose  the  good  opinion  1  had  90 
much  mclina^on  to  hare  of  you ;  but  I  cannot  help 

seeing  and  hearing,  nor  Ix^Heving  my  senf-es.  1  am  very 
fiir  from  havii^  deserved  it  £rom  you*  God  forgive 
yoHy  Ao.  Ac. 
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EXPEDITION  OF  THE  PRETENDER  TO 

SCOTLAND. 

^.  A  1708. 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

EARLY  ill  the  spring  of  the  year  1708,  great  naral 
and  military  preparations  were  made  by  France  for  the 
purpose  of  transporting  the  Pretender  .into  Scotland, 
^here  discontents,  and  even  disaffection  to  the  <!;oyenk* 
ment,  ran  high,  in  consequence  of  the  recent  and  unpo- 
pular event  of  the  union.  The  chevalier  deSt.  George, 
such  was  the  appellation  by  which  the  pretended  mo- 
narch was  generally  known,  set  out  from  St.  Germain's, 
March  7lh,  in  order  to  join  the  armament  at  Dunkirk. 
Louis  the  XlVth  made  him  a  visit  on  the  day  previous 
to  his  departure^  and  presenting  to  him  a  sword  enriched 
with  diamonds,  desired  him  always  to  remember  that 
it  "Has  a  French  sword,  repeating  the  compliment  he 
had  formerly  paid  to  the  late  king  James  on  a  similar 
occasion,  that  he  hoped  never  to  see  him  again.  Upoa 
Tiu  arrival  at  the  place  of  embarkation,  he  found  very 
fine  tents,  a  magnificent  set  of  gold  and  silver  plate, 
clothing  for  his  future  life-guards,  &c.  The  expence 
attending  this  expedition  was  supposed  to  be  in  great 
part  defrayed  by  the  pope  (Clement  XI),  to  whom  at 
this  interesting  and  critical  moment  his  most  christian 
majesty  addressed  the  following  letter : 

Holy  father, 

The  great  xeal  which  I  have  always  had  to 
se-cstaUish  on  the  throne  of  England  king  James  Stuart 
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Iff.  w  ipell  knows  to  you,  though  there  was  not  bUliartii 

a  time  proper  for  it,  us  well  by  reason  of  the  conjunc- 
ture as  by  the  unity  of  ray  coeimes,  which  did  not  give 
me  leftTe  to  act  in  so  lighteoiu  a  came  f<Mr  our  ho\j 
iaith,  the  chief  o^ect  of  all  oar  acCfoiu.  Wehafe 
now  (houi^ht  gooil  (o  let  liim  dt  part  from  our  royal  seat 
on  the  7th  of  March ,  in  order  to  embark  himself  on 
^boaid  a  fleet,  where  every  thing  has  been  pveparad  foe 
liini,  with  snfficient  forces  to  sstablisb  him  on  ilm 
throne,  after  he  hliall  have  been  received  on  Ins  arriva.1 
|)j  the  faiUilid  pet»pK'  of,  Gotland,  and  prrn:!  timed  as 
4lKb  tme  and  bwfnl  king.  1  have  thought  it  fit  not  to 
omit  sending  yon  this  imporlant  news,  that  by  your 
ardour  the  uuion  of  our  holy  mother  the  church  mny 
increase  in  that  kingdom,  and  that  Gcxl  may  pros^xT 
liim  whilst  the  time  is  &vouable.  It  is  now,  holj 
father,  your  basiness  to  aooompany  him,  by  your  zeal 
with  your  holy  benedictions,  which  1  also  ask  for  m/- 

adf,  and  I  remain,  holy  Either, 

jour  most  loving  son , 

VersmUes,  March  9, 1708.  LOUIS. 

The  British  ministry  were  not  wanting  in  vigour  and 
activity,  respecting  the  measures  proper  to  ix-  adc^pted, 
in  Older  to  dispel  the  impending  storm.  On  the  4ih  of 
March  Mr.  secretary  Bojle  laid  before  the  house  of 
commons  ihc  advict^s  received  by  her  majesty,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  intended  invasion,  upon  which  the  house, 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  k>rds,  presented  a  most  lojral 
<4iddie88  to  the  Cfiieen,  expre>sing  their  unanunous  and 
detennincd  resolution,  with  their  Kves  and  fortunes,  to 
maintain  her  majekty  's  uudoubtcd  right  and  title  to  iht 
crown  of  these  zealms. 


Tlie  pailiaiiieat  tbea  pasted  ihese  biUs ;  one  fbf  do- 
clariDg  an  whoicfiited  the  abjiifatiaii  to  be  in  the  con* 

ditianof  conrict-recftsants.    By  the  second  the  habesi 
corpns  act  was  suspended  till  Octo?Jer ;  and  by  the  last 
tile  clans  of  Scotland  were  discharged  from  their  yassa- 
lege  to  an/  lebel  diieftatm.  Ten  bi^taUonB  of  Britisk 
tfoops  wefc  ordered  fmniedi&tcly  home  froin  Flanden  $ 
the  earl  of  Lcven,  commander  in  chief  in  Scotland, 
liegan  to  fonn  an  array  near  the  city  of  Ediobnigh  i  but 
irbat  %ai  of  more  impoitanoe  than  alljother  measarei  <if 
cantfon  or  defence  united,  a  powerM  squadron  had 
been  fitted  out  with  incredible  diligence,  under  the  com- 
BMind  of  sir  George  Byngy  an  officer  of  great  skill  and 
couragey  who  cast  anchor  off  Matdyke^  on  the  S7th 
Febnmry.   M.  Fonrbin,  who  commanded  the  French 
armament,  astonisbetl  at  the  sudden  appearance  of  a 
force  so  far  superior,  represented  to  the  French  king 
that  he  might  indeed  get  oat  of  Dnnkirk  harfaoiir,aad 
^perhaps  land  the  troops,  bnt  that  he  couM  not  ansner 
Ibrhis  majesty's  ships;  but  he  received  in  return  posi- 
tive orders  to  put  to  sea  with  the  iirst  ikir  wind.  The 
British  fleet  being  soon  afler  driven  from  their  station 
by  stren  of  weather,  the  ooont  safled  March  tha  17th 
from  Dunkirk,  at  three  in  the  rooming,  but  sir  Geor^ 
Byng  having  notice  of  it  in  a  few  hours,  pursued  them 
so  closdyy  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  M.  Fourbia 
to  knd  the  troops  he  had  on  board,  aocordii^  to  their 
destination,  in  the  Frith  of  Forth.    A  nocturnal  enpasre- 
ment  took  place  in  the  mouth  of  the  Frith,  in  which  one 
of  their  largest  ships  struck  to  the  English,  the  reft 
cscapuig  with  difficulty  under  cover  of  the  daiknesa. 
They  then  attempted  to  make  for  Inverness,  but  vbkfll 
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tempests  arising  in  that  northern  and  boisterous  sea,  so 
thatterad  the  Fiench  squadron,  abead/  damajipfid  bj 
the  engagement*  that  a  unanimom  resolntkm  was  tahen 
to  retnm  forthwith  to  Dunkirk,  where  they  landed  in 
the  month  of  April,  after  losing  above  iOOO  men  in  this 
liopeieiB  and  romantic  expedition,  against  which  BC 
Fonrbin  had,  as  he  himself  informs  us,  remonstrated  in 
the  stron^t  terms.       The  night  before  I  set  out  for 
Dunkirk,**  to  transcrilje  the  words  of  this  officer  in  his 
memoirs^    I  went  to  court  to  take  my  leave  of  the 
kin^.**  <*  M.  le  Compt^,"  said  his  majesty,    yon  are 
sensible  of  the  importance  of  your  commission,  I  hope 
you  will  discharge  it  like  yourself."  "  Sir,"  replied  I, 
^  your  majesty  does  me  very  gteat  honour,  but  if  yon 
will  yonchsafc  me  a  momcnOs  audience,  I  have  semal 
things  to  represent  to  you  concerning  this  commission.'* 
The  king,  who  had  l^ecn  informed  by  the  minister  of 
the  objections  I  had  made  to  it  all  along,  only  said, 
"  Monsienr  Fourbin,  I  wish  you  a  good  voyage,  I  hav« 
atFairs  upon  my  hands,  and  cannot  hear  you  now.'* 

On  the  March  the  queen  came  in  ixrson  to  the 
house  of  peers,  and  in  a  gracious  and  popuhr  sjiccch 
Informed  the  two  houses,  that  she  had  received  advices 
of  the  sailing  of  the  French  fleet  northward,  with  the 
PRETENDER  onboard.*  On  this  occnsio-i  both  houses 
presented  addiesses  remarkably  firm  and  animated.  In 
these  addresses  the  first  sjrmptomsare  to  be  found  of  any 
suspicions  pu!)ru  ly  expressed  by  the  whigs,  of  the  de- 
cline of  their  influence  with  the  queen. 

^<  There  can  be  nothing  so  dangerous  or  fatal  to  the 
safety  of  your  royal  iierson,"  say  the  commons,  "  aiid 
the  security  of  your  present  ha|)py  establishment,  at 
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Ibose  p^noBs  wbo  eaSmvoox  to  emie  dfnnoiis  and 
aminoBities  among  your  falthfnl  subjects,  or  by  any  art- 
ful methods  Icsseu  the  just  esteem  your  majesty  has  for 
ihoieivho  have  so  eminently,  and  in  so  diatingui&hing  a 
Boanner,  commanded  your  armies  and  managed  yoof 
tnasnrc,  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  yourmjqesty  abroad, 
and  the  entire  satisfaction  of  your  jicoplc  at  home.  Wc 
thereibre  humbly  beg  learv^e  to  beseech  your  majesty  to 
diaoounfenanoe  all  such  penons  and  designs  in  the  most 
ranarlcable  manner."  And  the  lords  adopted  language 
to  the  same  purpose  yet  moreemphatical.  "  We  hope,'* 
say  their  lordships,  "your  majesty  will  always  have  ^ 
j«st  detestation  of  those  penons,  who,  at  any  time  when 
this  hellish  attempt  was  on  foot,  and  so  near  bieakiiig 
out,  were  using  their  endeavors  to  misrepresent  the  ac- 
tions of  your  best  subjects,  and  create  jealousies  in  your 
majesty  of  those  who  had  always  served  you  most  emi* 
.  aently  and  fiuthfuUy :  and  we  beseech  jrour  majesty  not 
to  give  so  just  a  cause  of  uneasiness  to  the  people,  as  to 
suffer  any  sucli  hereafter  to  have  access  to  your  royal 
person*  We  hope  fur  this  good  e^t  from  so  unhappy 
an  occasimi^  that  the  uniYenal  aseal  which  will  appear 
Ibr  the  presenmtion  of  your  majesty's  government,  and 
the  protestant  succession,  will  unite  us  to  one  another, 
and  cure  our  mistakes  and  misapprehensions,  which 
have  been  so  industrioosly  and  maliciously  improved* 
Bat  nevertheless  we  most  humbly  ofler  it  to  your  ma- 
jesty, as  our  opinion,  that  your  majesty  should  princi- 
pally depend  upon  and  encourage  those  who  have  been, 
ever  siaoe  the  Revolution,  most  steady  and  firm  to  the 
interest  of  the  late  king,  and  of  yonr  majesty  during 
your  happy  reign."    To  these  addresses  the  t^uecn  rc^ 
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tamed,  m  fiur  at  woidi  could  go,  verjr  utiifcetoiy 

answers. 

To  the  oommons  she  said,  I  tkink  all  who  enda^ 
ynmi  to  make  diviuoiit  amoBf  mj  fiuUiful  auljjeday 
miitl  be  mine  and  the  kingdom'a  enemiet ;  and  I  ihall 

never  counleiiaiicc  any  {)er8ons  who  would  go  about  to 
ksBca  the  just  esteem  which  1  have  for  those  who  have 
done  and  oonturoe  to  do  me  the  most  eminent  lemoes*** 
In  tenns  ttiil  more  explicit,  the  thus  conchided  her  rcplj 
to  the  address  of  the  peers  :  As  I  cannot  but  wish  there 
were  not  the  least  occasion  of  distinction  among  mjr  sub- 
jects, io  I  mnst  always  pKaoe  my  chief  dependence  upon 
tiiose  who  have  given  snch  repeated  prooft  of  the  greatest 
warmth  and  concern  for  the  support  of  the  Revolution, 
security  of  my  person,  and  of  the  protectant  succession.** 
Notwithstanding  the  amplitude  of  these  profosions^ 
the  chieft  of  the  whig  party  weU  knew  that  all  was  fiilse 
and  hollow,  and  that  the  heart  of  the  queen  was  totally 
alieriateil  from  them.  But  they  dojx»nded  ^vitll  fatal 
presumption  upon  her  inability  to  emancipate  herself 
from  what  she  now  visibly  rq^rded  as  a  state  of  politi- 
nd  dt^rndation  and  bondage* 
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STxlTE  or  rOLiTlCS  IN  EAGLAxND* 

A.D,  1708-9-10. 

« 

EV^ERY  circumstance  concurs  to  prove  Ibat  the  im« 
politic  violenoe  pcaetised  upon  theqieesj  io  compellifl^ 
'  tier  (odiamiis  sir  Charles  Hedges,  and  to  appoint  the 

earl  of  Sumlcrland  wcrctary  of  sfafv^  in  bis  room,  jenve 
the  first  sensible  and  real  bhock  to  liie  Marlborough  in- 
terest* It  is  indeed  asserted  that  the  duchess  of  Mark 
borougb)  aflTer  the  victory  of  Blenheim,  and  her  suhse* 
quent  advancement  to  the  rank  of  princt^s  of  tlie  em* 
pire,  became  Tisibly  more  neglectful  than  fonuerljr  of 
her  duty  at  coui and,  in  the  prastaoe  of  the  queen^  her 
bdiaviour  was  lemiirked  to  be  inattentive,  and  almesl 
ecnteraptuous  (o  Iicr  majesty,  >\ho  cona ivotl  in  time  a 
disgpst  at  this,  though  she  was  long  before  she  disco* 
inoed  any  symptoms  of  raentmeot.  Her  abqeooes  dbo 
were  very  frequeDt,  and  nansually  protracted,  and  she 
fondly  imagined  that  the  attentions  of  her  kinswoman, 
Mrs.  Hill, afterwards  Mrs.  Masham,  would  compensate 
Ibr  her  own  negligence.  But  the  moment  Mrs.  Hill 
perceived  that  she  had  supeneded  the  duchess  in  the 
queen's  aflections,  bhc  ceased  to  Ikj  a  co-adjutor,  and 
became  a  rival :  chusing  Mr.  Hurley  as  Ler  adviser  and 
confidential  friend.  In  the  session  of  170ii-6|  the  tones 
bad  given  mortal  ofieoce  to  the  queen,  by  bringing  for- 
ward in  parliament  the  famous  motion  for  inriting  over 
the  princess  Sophia,  aiul  she  then  declared,  to  the  lords 
Marlborough  and  Godolphin,  her  resolution  to  put  her* 
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M^aBdherafidiiiiitotlieliaiidtof  thd  whigs;  wlio,  in 

fact,  were  now  in  posst^sion  of  all  the  great  otlices  of 
government,  that  held  by  sir  Charles  Heiliices  alone  ex« 
cepled.  Bat  the  homte  of  MarliMNroiigh  thiBktii|^  no* 
Iking  done  while  any  thing  lemained  ttiidoKe,  molved, 
in  an  evil  hour,  to  procure,  hy  whiitever  means,  tliis 
post  for  the  earl  of  Sunilerland,  who  had  married  the 
aeoond  dangfater  of  the  diike.  When  this  project  was 
Mntkmed  to  the  qaeen,  she  appealed  00  yiolendjr  aveno 
to  the  dismission  of  sir  Charles  Hedires,  and  p<»rseverrd 
so  re&olutely  in  her  opposition  to  tiie  ap])oir.tnH'nt  of 
the  earl  of  Sonderbuid,  that  the  duke  of  Marlboiough 
hknself  was  wisdj  iacliaed  to  reliaqubh  the  design  s 
h«t  it  was  urged  upon  him  so  strongly  by  the  duehes*), 
and  the  whig  parly  in  general,  that  he  seemed  at  length 
peffsuaded  his  honour  and  interest  were  both  at  stake  to 
•ecomplish  this  fiiTourite  object. 

The  qneen's  exoessife  dislike  to  the  mtmsnfes  may  be 
accounted  for  from  the  eoiiciirrenl  operation  of  very  dif- 
leieat  causes: — 1st.  liei  long  acquaintance  v^iih,  and 
personal  legaid  and  esteem  fbr^  sir  Charles  Hedges,  who 
had  shewn  himself  much  attached  to  her  interest  in  the 
kite  reign — 2d.  ller  desire  to  maintain  and  preserve  stmic 
medium  of  political  intercourse  \ut\\  the  tory  party,  of 
whose  note  aeciet  views  and  sentiments  she  iiad  an  un» 
observed  opportwiity  of  being  iolbnned  in  her  confi- 
dendal  conversations  with  sir  Charles  Hedges — Jd.  And 
chiefly  her  extreme  dread,  ineife^l  and  iutiamed  to  the 
utmoft  by  Mr.  Harky  and  Mrs.  Masham,  of  kicing 
thrown  e.vJrely,  and  beyond  all  possibility  of  lemedy, 
into  the  hands  of  theMhigs,  and  particularly  of  tho^ 
Marlborough  family,  who  bad  of  Utie  trt;atcd  her  with  a 
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d^giee  of  arrogance,  wiiich  she  strongly  felt^  and  la  se« 
ttetaeradj  raettted. 
In  the  month  of  October^  1706)  the  duke  of  Marlbo* 

rough  wrote,  from  the  camp  of  Graim'Z,  near  Aeth,  a 
letter  to  the  dutchess,  apparently  designed  lor  the  queen'a 
inspectioo^  in  the  following  terms  s 

When  I  writ  my  last  I  was  very  full  of  (he 
spleen ,  and  I  tliink  with  too  much  reason.  My  Avholo 
time^  to  the  best  of  my  understanding,  has  been  tm* 
ployed  for  the  public  good,  as  I  do  assnie  yon  I  do,  in 
the  presence  of  God,  neglecting  no  oj)portunily  of  let- 
ting 83  sec  what  I  take  to  be  her  true  interest.  It 
is  terrible  to  go  through  so  much  uneasiness.  I  do 
not  say  this  to  flatter  any  party,  for  I  lull  never  do  it, 
let  the  consequence  be  what  it  will :  for  as  parties  they 
are  both  wrong.  But  it  is  certain  73  and  hia  adherents 
»e  not  to  be  trusted ;  so  that  83  has  no  choioe  but  that 
of  emplojriDg  thoQe  who  will  carry  on  the  war,  and  sup* 
port  91,  and  if  any  other  method  is  taken  1  knowwo 
khall  go  into  confusion.  Now,  this  being  the  case,  I 
leave  you  to  judge  whether  I  am  dealt  kindly  with.  I 
do  not  say  this  for  any  other  end  but^to  have  your  jus* 
ticcand  kindness,  for  in  that  will  consist  my  future  hap- 
piness. I  am  sure  1  would  venture  a  thousand  lives,  if 
J  had  them,  to  procure  ease  and  happiness  to  the  queen  ; 
and  yet  no  number  of  men  could  persuade  me  to  act  aa 
a  minister  in  what  was  not  my  opinion.  So  that  I  shall 
never  fail  in  speaking  niy  mind  very  freely  ;  and,  as  my 
opinion  is,  that  the  lackers,  and  all  the  ad  hen  lUs  . of  7^9 
are  not  £9r  carrying  on  the  war,  which  is  for  the  true  in- 
terest of  the  queen  and  kingdom,  you  may  depend  I  shall 
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never  join  ivith  anj  but  such  ai  I  think  w3l  lem  her^ 

ami  the  true  interest  of  our  country,  with  all  their  hearts, 
^nd  if  the  war  continues  but  .one  longg:  wilb  sue* 
jDess,  {  hope  it  will  no^  jbe  in  anjir  bod^r's  powei/  to  maka 
the  queen's  business  uneasy ;  and  then  I  should  be  glac) 
to  live  as  quietly  as  possible,  and  not  envy  the  govern- 
iikg  men,  who  would  Uiea^  I  believe,  think  better  of  90 
and  91  than  they  now  do.   And  ftankly  t^ 

you,  that  the  jealousy  soma  of  yoiur  IpSas  have  tliat 
90  and  91  do  not  act  sincerely  makes  me  so  weary,  that 
were  it  not  for  my  graiiiude  fu(.  ^^t^*^W|jWH!Ji" 
t  would  now  letire  and.iiam  sei^ip  ^^^^ 
liad  the  good  InA  to  cleserve  b^tier  iioia^  Englislimeia 
than  to  be  suspected  for  not  being  in  the  true  i  a  tercet  of 
fMj  country,  which  I  am,  and  ever  will  bC|  without 
ing  of  a  taction.  And  this  principle^sj^^^^govgai  mp 
ifor  the  little  vemainder  of  mylife*^  jf  must  not  think  of 
being  popular  ;  but  I  shall  liavc  the  satisfaction  of  not 
l^oing  to  the  grave  with  the  pinion  of  not  having  aclod. 
■s'became  an  honest  man*  Aud  if  I  have  your  esleepi 
and  love,  I  should  think  myself  tntirely  happy. 

Having  Avrit  thus  far,  I  h  ive  received  your  two  h'tlrrs 
of  thc^Oth  and  !21st,  which  confirm  me  ia  my  opiuio|i 
before.  ^And  since  the  resolution  is  taken  to  vex  and 
'ruin  91  oecausc  83  has  not  complied  with  what  was  dc<» 
sired  for  117,  I  shall  from  henceforth  despise  all  nian- 
kind,  and  think  there  is  no  suqh  thing  as  virtue.  Fori 
know  with  what  zeal  01  has  pressed  83  in'  that  matter. 
I  do  pity  him,  and  shall  always  love  him  an  long  as  I 
live,  and  never  be  a  friend  to  any  that  can  be  his  enemy. 
I  have  writ  my  mind  very  freely  to  ^  ou  jLhis  occasfof  ^ 
so  that  whatever  j^nisfortunes  may  happeOi^I  ^ball  have 
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a  quiet  mlnJ,  having  done  what  I  thought  my  dut/. 
And  as  for  the  voohitkm  of  making  me  uneasy,  I  be- 
lieve they  will  not  baventoch  pleasuie  in  thaty  forasi 

have  not  set  my  heart  on  liavin<^  justice  done  me,  I  shall 
not  be  disaj^pouited,  doc  will  1  be  ill  ubcd  by  suiy  man. 

•  * 
This  letter  appears  wdl  cslrwlalad  for  the  purpose  for 

ivhich  it  wns  intended  ;  but  on  leoollecting  some  parti 
of  liis  grace's  conduct,  it  forces  a  smile  to  observe  this 
lioblemaa  «ft»iinipg  the  air  of  a  rigid  moraliht^  and  pie* 
tending  fo  desqpise  the  tmrld  for  want  of  Tirtne.  As  lo 
the  obvious  artifice  of  sulistitutijig  cyphers  for  namei, 
,it  wasy  no  doubt,  purposi'ly  adapted  to  the  shallovr  ca- 
pacity of  the  queefl ;  and  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  ex- 
pbin  la  any  «ne  that  S3  means  her  majesty,  90  and'91 
the  lords  Marlborough  and  Godolphin,  73  iJbe  earl  of 
llochester,  and  117  thr  carl  of  SinultTland. 

Thb  artful  letter  might  not  iB^obaI>ly  liave  pro- 
diioed  tlie  dcsued  eApt,  iMid  it  not  ten  accompanied 
by  ianoiher  'lirom  the  duchess  of  Marllmrough  to  the 
qiiee%  irritten  in  a  stile  of  unexampled  rudeness  and  in- 
folence.  From  this  period,  the  ailection  ami  frimdship 
of  the  iineen,  whichy  tliough  of  late  considerably  on  the 
decline,  had  stood  the  test  of  more  than  twenty  years^ 
was  extinguished^  never  agaiu  (o  be  rc-Iumiucd. 

• 

DUCHESS  OF  MARLBOaOUGU  TO  THE  QUEEN, 

Bv  the  letter  I  had  from  your  majcsf y  this 
flSoming,  and  the  great  wcis^ht  you  put  upou  the  dil- 
feienee  betwixt  the  wonl  notipn  and  nation  in  my  lefter^ 
.     am  only  nado  sensible^  as  by  many  other  tLiti<,^^,  thnt 
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Yoii  were  in  a  ^eat  disposition  to  complain  of  me,  since, 
to  this  moment,  I  cannot  for  my  life  see  any  eseentud 
difierenoe  betwixt  these  two  wordsi  as  to  the  sense  of 
my  letter,  the  trae  mieiiing  of  which  was  only  to  let 
your  majesty  know,  witli  that  faithfulness  and  concern 
which  I  have  ever  had  for  your  bervice,  that  it  was  not 
possible  for  yoa  to  carry  oa  yoilr  goveroniiat  much 
loofer,  witi  so  nuch  parUality  to  one  sort  of  men, 
though  they  lose  do  opportunity  of  disservin^^  you,  and 
of  shewing  the  greatest  inveteracy  against  my  lord  Marl* 
boriHigh,  and  my  lord  tteasinvr,  and  so  nmch  disooa- 
n^ament  to  others,  who  e?eD|  after  great  disoMlgatioos, 
hare  taken  several  opportunities  to  shew  their  firmness 
to  your  majesty's  imerest,  and  their  zeal  to  support  you 
and  your  ministers  t0O|  only  because  they  iiad  been 
iiHhfttl  and  usalnl  senrants  to  yoa  and  the  poUic*  This 
was  all  the  sensa  and  meantng  of  my  letter ;  and  if  yoa 
c:an  find  fault  with  this,  1  am  so  unhappy  as  that 
you  must  alwajrs  find  fault  with  me,  for  1  am  incapable 
•f  linking  otherwise  as  long  as  1  live,  or  of  acting  now 
l>ut  upon  the  same  principle  that  I  served  yon  Ihtfoio 
you  came  to  the  crown,  for  so  many  years,  when  your 
unlimited  favor  and  kindness  to  me  could  never  tempt 
ine  to  make  use  of  it,  in  one  single  instance,  that  WM 
not  for  yoor  interest  and  service.   I  am  afraid  I  hnvo 
been  too  long  in  explaining  my  thoughts  upon  the  sub-  * 
ject  of  my  own  letter,  which,  it  seems,  iias  been  so  great 
an  oAence :  and  how  justly  i  leave  you  i»  judge*  And 
I  must  beg  your  patience,  since  I  am  not  very  like  to 
trouble  you  again,  to  let  me  say  something  upon  the 
subject  of  your  letter  to  my  lord  treasurer,  w  hich  he  has 
iftewn  flWlB<day,  with  more  concern  than  I  know  how 
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iQtaBpnm.   Thif  was  indeed  the  nibject  of  my  own  Id- 

icTs  and  the  occasion  of  it ;  for  I  do  not  only  sec  the  on- 
catlncsfr  anU  llie  grief  he  has  to  leave  jour  iierTice,  \vben 
joa  seem  eo  desirous  he  shimld  cmdimm  m  it,  boi  1  see, 
wwcll  ashCftheimpoaftilily  qf  hisbeiagridiiiiasap* 
port  it,  or  himself,  or  my  lord  Marlborough ,  for  it  all 
hangs  u^tm  one  thread,  and  when  they  are  foiled  to 
leaTeyonrserrice,  y«o  will  then  imkaad^bidjiNiiaelf  in 
the  hands  of  ft  iMent  party,  who,  I  am  aaro,  wiB  hose 
very  little  mercy,  or  even  humanity  for  yoo.  Whereas 
you  might  prevent  all  tiiehc  mlsfortanes,  by  giving  my 
Ipid  tmsBKr>  and  my  kvd  Matibonooifh,  whom  yon 
■ay  ao  saftly  tnHt,  leaf^  to  propose  those  things  to  yon 
which  they  know,  and  can  judge  to  be  aboolately  neoes* 
aary  for  your  service,  which  will  put  it  in  th^ir  power  to 
influence  tJiose  who  have  grvoi  yon  proofii  both  q£  their 
being  able  to  serve  yon,  and  of  their  deaing  to  nnke  yon 
great  and  happy.    But  rather  than  your  majesty  wiH 
employ  a  party-man,  as  yon  are  pleasrd  to  call  lurii 
Sundedand,  you  will  piii  all  things  in  coolosioii;  and, 
nt  th^  sane  thme  thai  yon  sa|r  this*  yon  employ  sir 
Chailei  Hed^,  who  is  m  one  against  yon :  only  thai 
he  has  voted  in  remarkable  things  that  lie  mi^hl  keep 
his  place  :  and  hctiiid  the  same  thing  in  the  late  lung  s 
tins^  till  at  last  that  eveiy  bo4y  mw  fan  was  jnsi  dyi^, 
and  he  oonld  lose  notbin:^  by  diieriii|^  with.that  eomf . 
But  formerly  he  votcti  witli  these  mrn,  the  ciK-mics 
to  this  goverpment,  coiled  vihi^  ;  aiui  i£  lie  ha|i  noft 
been  a  pafty«man,  bow  ooold  he  have  been  sfcretnry  of 
state,  when  all  3*our  conncils  wero  infinenard  by  my  losi 
Rochester,  lord  Noltinchaiu,  sir  MdwarJ  Seymour,  ami 
aixjut  b'iJL  or  m^vcu  more  ju^  mdi  men^  limi  call  ihcas* 
f 
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selves  tlie  hercx^s  for  iho  chnrcli.  But  what  church  rnn 
aoy  man  be  of  thai  would  disturb  so  just  a  govcrnraent 
as  yoan  ?  Or  how  can  any  body  be  in  the  true  interest 
of  England  that  oppoi^es  ym  and  yomr  minisfers,  by 
^vht)se  advice,  in  four  years  time,  you  are  very  iiciir  pull- 
ing down  the  power  of  Frniice,  and  making  that  rcU- 
gion,  ihey  only  talk  oi^  not  only  more  secme  than  in 
any  of  the  late  reigns,  bnt  puttihg  it  upon  abetter  fininda* 
'tion  than  it  has  been  since  the  Reformation  ?  Vou  arc 
pleased  to  say  you  think  it  a  great  hardship  to  persuade 
a  roan  to  part  vith  a  place  he  is  in  possession  of  for  one 
that  is  not  vacant.  In  some  cases  that  were  certainly 
right,  but  not  in  this,  for  sir  CharU's  Hedges  can  have 
the  place  he  desires  inim(n1iately  ;  and  it  is  much  better 
fbr  him,  unless  he  could  be  sectetaiy  of  state  tor  litb. 
He  win  ha^  two  places  that  are  eonsidersible,  one  of  . 
Tvhich  he  can  compiiss  no  other  way  ;  and  this  is  so  far 
from  being  a  hard>iiip,  that  he  and  all  the  world  must 
think  it  a  great  kindness  done  him ;  and  he  must  be  a 
very  venk  man  if  he  lost  the  opportonity  of  haying  sacfa 
a  certainty,  when  he  cannot  flatter  himself  that  whatever 
happens  he  can  Ix;  supported  long  in  a  place  of  that 
conseqnenoe,  for  which  lie  is  so  nnfit.  He  has  no  capa^ 
city,  no  quality,  no  Interof,  nor  ever  coold  hare  been 
in  that  post,  but  that  every  body  knoi^-s  my  lord  Ro- 
chester cares  for  nothing  so  much  as  a  man  that  he  thinks 
win  depend  upon  him.  I  hcg  your  majesty's  pardon 
for  not  waiting  upon  yon,  and  I  pcisaade  myself,  that 
lonsr  as  my  letter  is,  it  will  be  less  troublesome  to  your 
majesty, 

b  doet  sot  appear  that  the  hnds  MarOxnongh  and 
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Godolphin  entertained,  at  this  time,  any  suspicion  that 
the  queen's  reluctance  to  supersede  sir  Charles  Hctlj^ 
vam  in  the  least  lieigbleBed  by  the  secret  arli^ces  of  Mr. 
Harley.  .On  the  oontnrj,  tlie  best  undastuiding  pre- 
vailed between  them  for  many  montlis  after  this  period, 
and  the  secretary's  professions  of  f^tachmeat  seemed  to 
lise  in  ardor  in  ft  veiy  eosact  proportion  to  their  want  of 
guicerity.  In  a  letter,  dated  May  24  (1706),  be  com- 
pliraents  the  duke  upon  uniting  the  characters  of  Scipio 
and  Hannibal.  In  the  following  month  of  August,  he 
declares  bow  often  he  had  been  provoked  to  see  ao  mocb 
public  and  prirate  ingratitude  exercised  towards  tke 
duke.  March  25,(1707)  he  returns  his  grace  most 
hearty  and  humble  (hanks  for  the  favorable  expressioas 
contained  in  bis  letter*  In  aoswer,  apparently  to  soma 
secret  inanuations  'to  bis.  prejudice,  he  says,  ^*  1  beg 
leave  to  assure  your  grace  that  I  serve  you  by  inclina- 
tion and  principle,  and  a  very  little  time  will  make  that 
snanifesti  aa  well  as  that  I  have  no  views  or  atma  of  my 
own.*'  In  a  very  short  time  after  tliis,  however,  the 
duchess  of  Marlborough  received  indubitable  informa- 
tion of  the  clandestine  cabals  of  the  secretary,  in  con- 
joQctuNi  with  Mrs.  Maaham.  Although  the  duke%  s:ill 
incrednWna  as  to  the  extent  and  magnitude  of  their  ob* 
jcct,  in  a  letter  to  Iier  grace,  from  the  camp  at  Meldest, 
June  3,  (1707)  says,  If  you  are  sure  tJiat  Mrs.  Ma.shain 
ap9dLs  of  business  to  the  qneen,  I  should  think  you  might 
with  aome  caaUon  tell  her  of  it,  which  would  do  goody 
for  she  cextainly  must  be  grateful,  and  will  mind  wbnC 
you  say." 

Mrs.  Masham  had  been  introduced  to  the  queen  by 
tbe  ducfaiS0|  to  whom  she  waa  nearly  lehitcd^  and  ^nmii 
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wbom  she  Jbad  ipccived  essential  obligatioiis.   Bat  ga^  ■ 
tkiidei  as  Ike  duke  of  Mariborougb  Qi|ghty  aid  mmA 
hxTt  knows,  is  a  Tirtve  of  rare  growth  at  oovrfla.  Be* 

sides,  the  ingratitude  of  Mrs.  MasLam  does  not  appear 
to  bare  been  of  a  very  atrociow  kind :  and  llic  mt»i  n* 
ffd  moralitj  will  acaucdljr  impote  it  as  a  crune  I0  hoTf 
that  she  bad  f  mnd  means  to  render  beraelf  agreeable  in 
the  eyes  of  her  mistress  and  sovereign,  who  had  lieea 
pleased  to  distinguish  her  by  signal  marks  of  ber  faTor 
and  frmdsbip*  That  she  did  not  cbme  to  lematn  do> 
pendent  npon  thifduchcss,  when  it  was  in  ber  power  to 
become  independent,  is  a  sentiment  so  congenial  to  hu- 
man ilfetture  as  to  excite,  in  the  minds  of  indiliirrcut  and 
impartial  penons,  Terjr  little  either  of  surpriaeor  icsent* 
ment :  and  the  dncbees  has  no  where  been  able  to  make 
it  ap|x^r  thrit  Mrs.  Mashum  had,  as  yet,  exerte<l  her 
mnvly  acquired  iniiueoce  over  the  queen  to  ber  preju* 
dice.  But  from  the  moment  that  ber  grace  was  ap- 
prised of  the  ftct  that  the  favor  andl  inflnence  which 
she  hersili  Iiad  so  long  jK)ssehsed,  was  transferretl  to,  or 
divided  with,  Mrs.  Masham,  she  was  seized  idth  the 
most  violent  tiansports  of  anger,  ragjiP,  and  jealou^; 
and  ui  a  hstter,  dated  September  (1707)  she  directly 
chargetl  her  kinswoman  and  quondam  prolegve,  with 
breach  of  trust  and  friendship;  to  which  Mrs.  Masliam 
letorned  a  very  proper  answer,  nqutstiiig  to  know  what 
was  her  crime,  and  who  ber  IMoser.  I  am  snre  ma* 
dam,**  said  that  lady,  your  goodness  cannot  den/ 
me  wliat  the  meanest  may  ask  the  greatest** — and  she 
declares  ber  grace's  displeisnre  to  be  the  greatest  un« 
happiness  that  coold  befal  her.**  Apparentlj,  at  this 
period,  she  was  reluctant  to  risque  an  open  mptnre  with 
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the  d»ichc>s,  and  would  willincjly  have  contented  Iier* 
self  with  the  private  and  personal  advantagos  she  might 
Jiave  derived  firom  the  queen's  partiatiiy.  Bat  the  vio* 
lence  the  duchess's  temper  made  it  impossible  to 
keep  np  appe.'iranccii.  The  queen  herself,  neverlhrlcss, 
made  repeated  efforts  (o  Bootbc  and  conciliate  the  mind 
of  this  imperious  womaii)  even  after  she  had  received 
her  insolent  letter  relative  to  lord  Sunderland,  ivho  was 
put  ifi  possession  of  the  seals,  Dccomlx»r,  1706.  In  her 
letter  of  October  oOih^  (1707)  to  the  duchess,  she  saj-s, 
I  am  verjr  sorry  you,  who  have  known  me  so  long, 
can  give  way  to  such  a  thought  as  that  I  do  not  think 
the  parting  with  my  lord  Maill)orongh  and  my  lord 
"treasurer  of  much  consequence,  because  I  did  not  men- 
tion any  thing  of  my  lord  Marlborough's  kind  letter 
concerning  me.  The  reason  of  thb  was,  I  really  was 
in  a  great  liurry  \^hen  I  writ  to  yon,  and  not  having 
time  <o  write  on  that  subject  to  both,  I  thought  it  was 
the  most  necessary  to  endeavor  to  let  him  see  he  had  no 
reason  to  have  suspicions  of  any  one's  having  power 
with  me  besides  himself  and  my  lord  treasurer,  and  I 
hope  they  will  believe  me — I  never  did,  nor  never  w  ill 
give  them  any  just  reason  to  forsake  me ;  and  they  have 
too  much  honor,  and  too  sincere  a  love  for  their  conn* 
try,  to  leave  me  without  a  cause."  And  in  anotlier 
letter,  written  shortly  afterwards,  she  intreats  her  to  ba- 
nish all  unkind  and  unjust  thoughts.  Indeed,"  says 
llie  queen,  I  do  not  deserve  them,  and  if  yoa  could 
sec  my  hear(,  you  would  find  it  as  sincere,  ns  tender,  and 
as  passionately  fond  of  you  as  ever,  and  as  truly  serLsibfc 
of  your  kindness  in  telling  me  your  mind  fnM'ly  \ipon  all 
occasions—nothing  shall  ever  alter  me."   Though  it  is 
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imp(<ssil)lc  fo  ofive  full  credit  to  these  professions,  it  is 
plain  that  the  queen  at  this  period  dreaded,  no  loss  i\u\a 
Mrs.  Masham,  a  rupture  with  the  Marlborough  family^ 
and  would  have  conceded  and  sacrificed  mncH  to  keep 
upon  fair  and  decorous  terms  with  the  duchess,  lint 
she  was  wearied  with  her  everlasting  complaints  and  re- 
inoiistrances ;  and  in  an  Interview,  which  vas  tlie  hut 
tlic  diichess  ever  had  with  Mrs.  Masham,  and  wliich' 
took  phice  at  the  express  desire  and  request  of  the  hitter, 
IX'cembcr  1707,  slic  renewed  her  reproaches  in  bitter 
language — declaring  the  queen's  afiections  to  be  alienated 
from  her,  and  ascribing,  in  expressions  fnll  of  passion 
and  resentment,  this  fatal  chani^c  to  the  artifices  of  Mrs. 

ashum,  who  linding,  doubtless,  nil  ho[yc:  of  concilia* 
tion  at  an  end,  told  her  grace,  with  a  proToKing  cool« 
ficss,  that  she  was  sure  the  queen,  who  had  lored  M 
extremely,  would  always  be  very  kind  to  her."  This 
extraordinary  declaration  threw  the  duchess  into  a  pa- 
roxysm  of  astonishment  and  indignation.  To  see  a 
woman  whom  I  had  raised  out  of  the  dust,**  such  are  the 
words  of  her  grace,  put  on  Such  a  &U4)erior  air,  and 
to  hear  her  assure  mc,  by  way  of  consolation,  that  th^ 
-queen  wonld  be  always  very  liiind  to  ine !  1"  After  this 
Interview  matters  verged  rapidly  to  extremity.  Earl/ 
tn  the  following  year,  1708,  the  lords  God olph in  and 
Marlborough,  now  fully  apprized  of  the  secret  intrigues 
of  Harley  and  liis  co-acfjator  Mrs.  Ma&ham,  statcil  tlicir 
causes  of  dissatisfaction  to  the  queen  iti  person,  wlio  po«' 
sitivHy  denied  the  existence  of  any  secret  negotiation 
with  the  tories,  and  refused  to  listen  to  any  thing  that 
could  be  urged  to  Mr.  Ilarlcy*s  prrjudice.  Tiic  two 
lords  then,  by  letter^  signified  their  resolution  to  resign ; 


hni  ihe  qfteea,  aficr  previouvly  osip^,  in  vain,  mild  and 
toft  lai^iiage  to  divert  diem  from  this  de%ignf  ijepninBd 
to  aboftrd  of  couDcily  wliich  was  immediately  to  lie  Md, 
and  apparently  iininovctJ,  tcxjk  bcr  seaf,  while  Mr.  IJar- 
ky^  bi^D  to  open  the  JbiMim>i»s.  Bui  great  coofukioa 
mmpgf  i^nd  the  lords  WKmabkd  in  comiGil  objeccioi;  to 
way  discjiuAMi  in  the  abMee  of  ihm  gtmml  mod  trca* 
&urcr,  the  board  broke  up^  aad  in  Iwu  da^s  Mr.  liarky 
Kbignod* 

Tbis  gaTo  tbe  finisbii^  blow  to  may  maias  of  par* 
tialxty  wbiob  tbe  qoeen  migbt^  bave  stili  fell  Ibr  ber  ibr* 
aier  fri«ids  ami  favorites.  Slic  now  panted  for  einrinci- 
palioa  from  liie  tyraiv^ical  ^oke  (he  Marlboroiigb  §bl-^ 
mnfy  i  and  tbe  meaas  of  aeenfnplinbiiig  this  obipct  was, 
m  doobl^  tbe  grand  topic  of  tbo  irequeat  confiatiaics 
wbicti,  by  tlic  intervention,  and  in  tlic  pn  scncc  o<  Mrs. 
Masbani,  she  hi  id  \Ti(h  Harlcy  after  his  dismis&ioa* 
Bat  so  firmly  fisod  was  that  potent  bouse  io  tbe  posscs- 
.  aioo  of  its  power,  and  so^  tbeaamblr  and  alvragtb  of 
Its  adbcRots^  thai  it  seemed  to  set  all  opposUioii  at  dc- 
/iaijce.  The  qnccn  hrrscif  thouglit  il  neceiksary  io  tcnx- 
porize,  and  to  act  as  bhe  knew  wcU  occasionaU^  bow  to 
do,  iA  a  nanacr  certainly  mj  artful,  and  deedtfuL  la 
a  letter,  addressed  by  her  to  tbe  duke  of  MHrlboroueh, 
tlirn  at  the  Hague,  date;!  May  6th,  she  dert,ire»  that  hbe 
bad  not  spirits  left  to  open  her  afflicted  heart  so  ficdj 
and  full  J  as  slie  intended,  bot  bc|^  tbat  be  woaki  be  so 
jnst  to  ber  as  not  to  H  the  misfepreBentations  reade  of  her 
have  any  weight  witli  hini,  add inpr,  that  she  will  live 
and  die  most  sincerely  his.  In  a  soUsequeot  letter,  writ- 
ten  after  tbe  victory  at  Ondenard,  July  6,  sbe  expressed 
ber  bope  that  be  coqU  bo<  doubt  of  ber  estav&  awl 


jfricfidahipy  nor  MA  that,  though  she  clifieced  from  him 
in  some- things,  it  was  for  want  of  eUher.^No)  I  cloaa* 

fturcyoa;  if  you  were  here  I  am  sure  you  would  not 
think  rae  so  much  in  the  wrong  in  some  things  as  I  iear 
ym  do  JBOW*  The  duke  mtiinied  icbpectful  answers  to 
htr  majesty ;  but  the  dncheits  continued,  against  every 
principle  of  policy,  prudence,  and  even  common  j-eiiic, 
to  harass  and  persecute  the  queen  with  expostulations 
and  reproaches.  ^*  No  place  was  sacred^  not  the  church 
was  free.'*  The  duke  having  mentioned,  in  a  letter  to 
the  duchess,  the  chanijc  \\hich  was  so  apparent  in  the 
jpeneral  tenor  of  the  queen's  conduct,  her  grace  thought 
jHopor  to  inclose  it  in  a  letter  of  her  own  to  her  mtijcst  * 
commencing  with  the  following  curious  sentence.  *^  I 
cannot  Iielp  sending  your  majcbty  this  letter,  to  sliew 
Jlow  exactly  lord  Maiiborough  agrees  with  nie  in  upi- 
nion  that  he  has  now  no  interest  with  you,  though,  when 
I  said  so  ui  the  cnvncR** — not  tho  church  was  free  !-t- 
on  Thursday-,  August  19,  1708,  you  were  pleased  to 
aay  it  w^  untrue/'  And  surely,  when  all  power  aiul 
patronage  «8ras  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  duke  and  of  iiis 
paiiisans,  so  that  the  qoecn  was  become  a  mere  cy])Iicr 
in  the  ijoviTniunit,  no  common  degree  of  efrronfcry 
would  have  hazarded  such  an  assertion.  The  despotism 
6f  the  duchess  extend  itself  equally  to  the  minutest, 
as  to  the  most  momentous  objects.  Her  majesty  was 
jiot  even  permitted  to  wear  her  jewels  as  she  plrasctl ; 
foi  the  duchcjis  goes  on  to  say,  "  and  yet  1  think  1m?, 
i*  e«  the  dukfv  will  be  surprised  to  hear,  that  when  I 
had  taken  so  mnch  pains  to  put  your  jewels  in  a  wa3r 
that  I  thought  you  would  like,  Mrs.  Masiiam  couhl 
make  j^u  refuse  lo  wcur  them  in  so  unkind  a  miuiikcr.** 
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Tn  reply  to  tins  impertinent  letter,  the  queen  \mife  these 

few  lines,  well  adapted  fo  ihc  oerasion.  After  the 
commands  yon  gave  ine,  on  the  tlmnk.si^ivini2:  day,  of 
Dot  answering  yoU|  I  should  not  have  troubled  ybh 
with  these  lines,  but  to  rctuni  the  duke  of  Marlborough'if 
letter  sale  mio  your  hands,  and  for  the  same  reason  rfo 
not  say  any  tliinrr  fn  that,  nor  fo  yours,  nhich  inclosed 
jt."  It  might  well  be  supposed  that  this  would  have 
banscd  a  suspension,  at  least,  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween  (he  txco  frinuls :  but,  on  the  contrarr,  the  duch- 
ess immediately  rejoined,  in  a  wond  letter,  s'.ill  more  in- 
solent than  the  former,  in  \^irte}i  she  pretends  that  she 
should  have  thought  hemelf  wanting  In  her  duty  if, 
when  she  saw  the  queen  so  much  in  the  wron^,  as  with- 
ent  pn^jndice  or  passion  she  really  thought  her,  and  did 
not  tell  her  of  it»"  And  upon  tills  principle  she  \>ent 
on  for  manj  succeeding  months,  tca^g  and  irritating 
the  <fucen  by  lctteTs,'wrltfcn,-as  she  phrases  it,  with 
her  usual  plainness  and  zeal,''  but  which  could  produce 
no  other  cfTect  than  to  increase  her  aversion  for  the  writer. 
The  folly  of  the  duchess,  however,  did  not,  unfbrfii^ 
nately  for  herself  and  ific  nation,  terminate  here.  Tha 
sequel  may,  perhaps,  be  be^t  expressed  in  her  o\Yn 
words : 

Finding  not  only  that  I  could  make  no  impression 
on  her,  but  that  her  change,  towards  me  in  particular, 

was  every  day  more  and  more  apparent,  I  .it  length  went 
to  her,  and  begged  to  know  what  my  crime  was  tliat  had 
wrought  in  her  so  great  an  alteration.  This  drew  from 
the  queen  a  letter,  dated  October  86, 1700,  wherein  shu 

charges  mc  ^vi(h  inveteracy  against  poor  ISIiisham,  and 
with  kiving  nothing  so  much  at  heart  as  the  luia  of  nyr 


^|ouUn«  In  speaking  of  the  luibunderstandi/igs  Ix^twccu 
lier  niMjBsiy  and  me,  sbcfiajg^  they  are  £o>t  noUiing  Uiatb 
^  knows  of,  liut  becaiue  sbe  qiuinot  see  witb  mj  eyca 

and  hear  ^vitli  my  ears.  jVnd  adds,  that  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  recover  her  formor  kindness,  h\ii  that  she  shall 
Uiavc  hecse^iqj^t.iu     ilukc  of  MarU)orough's  vii&f 
9nd  ha  grpom  of  tb^  a^e.**  Tbia  mortifpiog  doclara* 
tioR^  which  ajDEipuiitecl  io  a  formal  renunciation  of  friend* 
§hip,  and  which  divested  the  duchess  of  all  pretence  to 
take  an/  extraprdinarj  liberties  witli  the  queen  undcc 
^lour  of  naciamg  the  priv/i^ges  of  a  frieiul,  only  in* 
cited  her  to  proceed  to  i^reater  tenths  of  insoteaoe  and 
absiirilily.    *'  Upon  tbc  receipt  of  this  letter,''  sa  v^  she, 
l.inuuediately  set  mj  self  to  draw  up  a  lou^  narrativa 
pf  a  aeries  of  £iiUiful  services,  for  ^boui  tMrcnfy*aix  jcarf 
past ;  of  the  great  sense  the  queen  formerly  had  of  ray 
services  ;  of  the  great  favor  I  hud  been  lioiiored  with  on 
account  of  thcni ;  of  the  use  I  had  made  of  thai  favor, 
and  of  my  losioy|  it  noir  by  tbc  artifice  of  my  enemies, 
Und  particularly  of  one  wliom  f  had  raised  out  of  tlip 
dust !  And  knowing  how  great  a  respect  lier  ma  jesty 
bod  ibr  tbc  ^jfitings  of  certain  eminent  divines,  I  added 
to  my  narrative  the  dircctioiis  g^iven  by  the  author  of 
the  Whole  Du/y  of  Man,  with  relation  io  friendship, 
the  directions  in  the  Common  Praver  liooL  Ixifore  tlio 
communion^  with  regard  to  reconciliation,  together  wiib 
4he  rules  biid  down  by.  bishop  Taylor  upon  the  sama 
bend^    I  sent  from  St.  Alban's  this  narrative,  w  hich  she 
promised  to  read  and  answer.    Ten  days  afier,  writing 
4o  iQC  op  another  occal^n,  slie  said  she  had  not  leisure 
yet  to  rend  all  my  papers,  but  when  dhe  had  the  wtmfd 
ifMd  i|ie  some  au6wer#  But  nono  over  came,  nor  bad 


my  papers  any  apparent  cU^t  on  her  majcsfj,  except 
that>  after  my  commg  to  tovniy  as  die  was  ptisMng  by  nm 
Id  order  1o  rcceire  tlm-  ooaiiiiniiion,  she  lodsod  with 

mach  good  uature,  and  very*  graciously  smiled  upon 

Doabtless,  the  qiie(m*s  goodness  of  hwt^  and  sense  ot 
icltgion,  led  her  to  intimate^  in  thirni0de>  to  Ifce  diich* 

ess  that  sIip  harboured  no  anger  or  maliec  agrCimfhcr. 
Thus  matters  rested  till  the  afFair  of  Saclicverel  occur- 
sed,  in  thje  wintor  of  1709-10,  the  muU  of  whose  hn« 
peachment  proved  so  fttal  to  the  influcnoo  and  popiH 
larity  of  the  whi^s ;  and  encouraged  the  secret  aud  con* 
fideiitial  advisers  of  the  queen  to  adopt  openly,  and 
bohlly,  themeasnns  which  they  would  otherwise  scatedy 
htive  ventured^  but  with  the  utmost  cavtion^  to  mak^ 
the  subject  of  their  deliberations. 

Previous,  however,  to  the  great  and  final  catastrophe^ 
of  which  tlie  whigs  as  yet  entertained  no  apprehensions, 
the  lords  Marlborongh  and  Godolphin  were  indooed, 
mach  more^  as  it  seems,  from  personal  than  political 
rootivi^,  to  exert  their  authority  over  the  queen  in  a 
Tcry  harbh  and  imperious  manner,  and  in  n  case  which 
touched  her  feedings  very  nearly.  On  the  death  of  th6 
carl  of  Fssexyin  the  beginning  of  January,  1710,  she 
wrote  to  tlie  duke  of  Marlborough  to  give  his  regiment 
to  captain  Hill,  brother  to  Mrs*  Masham.  The  duka 
immediately  waited  upon  the  queen  to  remonstrate 
against  the  appointment  of  this  young  officer,  to  the 
prejudice  oi'  ao  many  otliers  of  hii^licr  rank  and  longer 
service;  but  she  })ersisted  in  her  nomination.  Lord 
Godolphin  repeatedly  expostuhited  with  her  upon  the 
samj^  subjeil,  without'  eibct ;  upon  which,  on  the  I5(k 
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Smaay,  being  council  day,  he  leiireil  in  mentmeiit 
And  dlsccmte&t  to  Wiitdm.   And  (he  duke  of  Mart* 

borough  wrote  to  tlie  quccii,  coniplainuji^  of  the  nutnc- 
rous  mortifications  and  aiiVouls  to  uhich  he  had  kleljr 
been  mbjoet,  and  b^ing  of  her  miye«f  j  to  reflect  what 
ihe  wmld  nnttt  thmk,  when  they  should  site  that  all  he 
had  done  to  serve  her  for  more  than  twenty  years  with 
the  utmost  seal  and  duty,  was  not  suificieot  to  protect 
hamagafaiitthemllDeof  abed-chaaiber  woinaii.  The 
queen  appeaied  not  so  mucif  mored  with  this  letter,  iis 
by  the  iufomiation  she  received,  that  the  business  ia 
quc&iion  would  probably  become  the  subject  of  discus^ 
mn  in  the  house  of  commons ;  and  on  the  20(h  January 
she  ordered  lord  Godolphin  to  write  to  the  duke,  <^  thnt 
he  might  dts|X)sc  of  the  regiment  as  he  himself  lliouiilit 
fit  granting  at  tlie  same  time,  hy  way  of  compctisa« 
iion  to  captain  Hiii,  a  pension  of  one  thousand  pounds 
per  annum. 

The  tide  of  popularity  now  set  sf ron^i^ly  in  favour  of 
the  tocics  ^  the  want  of  the  quecn*s  personal  favor  and 
confidence  began  to  be  severely  ie&t,  and  the  conse* 
4|uence8  of  hfr  alienation  anxiously  apprehended  by  the 
whigs.  Eager  to  recover  the  lost  aliV'c;ion  of  the  queen 
in  proportion  to  the  impracticability  of  succeeding  iu 
the  attempt,  the  duchess  of  Marlboiough  crowned  ail 
her  former  indiaccetions  by  a  step  which  Immediately 
brought  matters  to  the  crisis  so  much  wished  for  by  the 
Harleian  faction.  As  I  knew  <elf/'  says  the-  ducli- 
'CSS,  to  be  wholly  free  fiom  the  guilt  of  this  charge," 
vis.  that  of  rude  and  disfespectful  conduct  to  the  queen, 
^*  I  waited  on  her  majifsty  the  3d  of  April  1710,  nnd 
begged  of  lu'r  th^t  she  would  be  pleased  to  give  nut  a 
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private  hour,  because  I  had  sometliing  whidi  I  ma  de» 

birotis  ol  saying  to  her  innjcstj,  before  I  went  out  of 
iojvn,  I  named  three  scvoral  hours,  in  wliich  I  knew 
the  queen  used  to  bo  alonc^  but  sherefuicd  them  all,  and 
at  last  herself  appointed  ux  o'clock  the  next  day,  the 
hour  for  j  rayors.  But  that  niglit  she  wrote  a  ledcr  (o 
me,  in  which  she  d<*sired  mc  "  to  lay  before  her  in 
writing  wliatovec  I  had  to  saj,  and  to  gratify  myself  in 
going  into  the  country  as  soon  as  I  could.**  I  took  the 
first  opportunity  of  waiting  upon  the  queen  again,  and 
used  all  the  argumnits  I  could  to  obtain  a  private  hour. 
The  queen  lefbsod  it  several  times,  in  a  manner  hard  to 
be  described,  but  at  last  appointed  the  next  day  after 
dinner.  Yot  upon  further  considenitioii  it  was  thought 
advisable  to  break  thi^  appointment,  for  the  next  morn- 
ing she  wrote  to  me  to  lei  me  k^ow  that  &he  should 
dine  at  Kensington,  and  that  she  once  more  desired  me 
to  put  my  tlioughfs  into  writing."  To  this  I  wrote  an 
answer,  begging-  tluit  her  iiiaje.Nty  Hould  give  me  leave 
to  follow  her  to  Kensington,  and  I  assured  her  majesty 
that  what  I  hod  to  say  could  hace'no  anuequcmie  im 
ohlighfs;  her  majestt/  to  anxzcer,  <S'C.  adding,  that  if  thai 
afternoon  was  not  convenient,  I  would  come  every  day 
and  wait  till  her  majesty  would  please  to  allow  me  to 
apeak  to  her.  I  followed  this  letter  to  Kensington,  and 
hy  that  means  prevented  the  qu<jcn's  writing  again  to 
mc,  as  she  was  preparing  to  do.  The  page  who  \>cnt 
in  to  acquaint  the  queen  that  1  was  come  to  wait  upon 
her,  staid  longer  than  nsual ;  but  at  last  he  caroe  out^ 
and  told  me  I  might  go  in.  As  I  was  entering,  thn 
queen  siiid  sJic  was  just  going  to  write  to  nie.  And  whcu 
Ji  began  to  speak,  &bc  i^iWrruptcd  me  ii^ur  or  £v(;  time% 
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yinih  these  repeated  words,     Whatever  j6a  have  to 
■ay,  you  may  put  k  into  writing."    I  said  her  majesty 
Ticvcr  dill  £1)  liaid  a  ihiiii^  to  any  as  to  icfiiso  tu  hear 
tbcin.    I  then  went  on  to  speak,  Ibougli  the  queea 
tlurned  away  her  fece  from  me,  and  to  represent  my 
hard  case.    I  bp^cgcd  I  might  know  the  particnlafB  of 
Vliich  I  liad  hcvn  accused.    The  queen  replied,  she 
\vould  give  me  no  ans\v(T.    I  protested  to  her  majesty 
that  1  had  no  design  in  giving  her  this  tnnible  to  so* 
licit  the  return  of  her  favour,  but  that  my  sole  view  was 
to  clear  myself,  «X:c.  &c.    Upon  this  the  qiux^ii  otrcreJ 
to  go  out  of  the  room.    I  folLovred  her,  begging  leave 
to  clear  myself,  and  the  queen  repeating  over  and  over 
a£rain,     Yon  desired  n6  answer,  and  yon  shall  have 
none.**    A\'hen  she  cmne  to  the  door,  I  fell  into  great 
disorder ;  streams  of  tears  flowed  down  against  my  will, 
md  prevented  my  speaking  for  some  time :  at  length  I 
recovered  myself,  and  appealed  to  tike  queen,  &c.  Sec. 

Still  the  only  return  was,  "  Yon  di^ired  no  ans^^er,  and 
yuu  shall  havclsojie."    This  usage  was  so  severe,  that 
I  could  hot  cont|ucr  myself,  but  said  1  was  oonfideqt 
licr  majesty  would  suffer  for  such  an  instance  of  inhu- 
manity.   Tile  queen  answeretl,  "  That  wiW  Ik*  to  my- 
self."   Thus  terminated  the  lost  conference  which  the 
duchess  ever  had  with  the  queen ;  and  thus  a  friendship 
of  near  thirty  years  *!^uration^  passing  through  all  tlw 
gradations  of  coldness,  dislike,  and  aversion,  at  length 
settled  in  the  most  inveterate  hatred.    Had  the  duchess 
attended  to  the  admonitions  and  cautions  given  her  by 
the  duke,  she  might  have  avoided  this  unspeakable  mor- 
tili(  aiii/u  and  di«^grace.       It  has  always  been  niy  ob- 
aervatiou  in  disputes^"  says  that  excellent  jud^c  of 
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mankind,  in  a  \ciWr  to  liis  consort,  dated  Aucu^( 
1709,  "  especially  in  tint  of  kuidness  and  friendship, 
lhat  all  reproaches,  though  never  so  just,  serve  to  no 
end  but  making  the  breach  wider.'* 

The  queen  Ixmho^  by  this  means  >vrou2^ht  tip  to  the 
requisite  jjitch  of  urigoraiid  resolution,  the  tir^t  dccii»ivc 
step  was  taken  t(ih¥ards  eifecUng  the  total  cliange  of 
ministry  now  in  contemplation,  by  the  dismission  of 
t!ie  ilnke  of  Kent  April  li,  fro ;n  the  post  of  ch am lier- 
lain,  Olid  delivering  the  gold  kt  y  to  the  dukeof  Shrews- 
bury. An  interval,  nevertheless,  of  two  months  sue* 
coeded  before  any  farther  altcratioB  took  place,  occa- 
sioned probably  by  the  characteristic  slowness,  iiide- 
cision,  and  tinndity  of  Harley,  who  stere ;ly  \vi>brd 
and  perhaps  expocted>  that  the  lords  Mariborou  ^  h  aad 
IGlodolphin  would  iiMke  overtuns  of  ffeconciUation  to 
liini.  In  the  beicinning  of  June  the  earl  of  Sunder- 
land's dismission  began  to  be  confiilently  talked  of.  As 
soon  as  thb  report  reached  the  ^^e  of  Marlboiough, 
then  in  Flanders,  he  wrote  to  the  f^n,'i|ipres6ii^  in 
the  stroiii^est  ternns  the  ill  consequences  such  a  laeasure 
would  have  upon  the  stale  of  affairs  abroad,  and  reqnest- 
ing  it  as  a  reward  of  his  past  services,  tliat  she  would  at 
least  delay  her  resolution  till  the  campaign  was  ended. 
The  duchess  of  Marlborongh  also  fondly  and  foolishly 
flatterini:;  herself  that  slie  still  retained  some  remains  of 
her  former  unbounded  iniiueuce  over  the  queen,  wrote 
on  the  7th  June  to  her  majesty,  b^ging  for  the  duke  of 
Marlborough *8  sake  that  her  majesty  would  not  give 
him  such  a  blow,  of  which  she  dreaded  the  consequence; 
and  solemnly  assnrim^  the  queen  that  she  had  not  a  wi&h 
to  remove  Mrs.  Masham.  To  this  the  queen  wrote  « 
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kltdrt  and  liarsh  answer,  complftinin^^  that  the  duchess 

h:ul  broke  licr  promise  of  not  snyinj;^  any  thing  of  po- 
litics or  of  Mrs.  M.     TJie  ducliess  in  her  rqjuindcr — for 
she  never  failed  to  have  the  last  word — assured  her  ma« 
jtsf y  that  all  the  politics  in  her  letter  was  her  concern 
for  tlicdakc,  makiri:^  it  lior  last  rccjiicst,  tli:\t  hor  ma- 
jesty woulfl  only  dcic:  the  blow  till  the  end  of  the  cam* 
paign.   This,  she  adde(l»  she  begged  upon  her  knees^ 
and  left  her  mnjchty  to  jiuli^e,  whether  after  such  an  ez« 
pression,  it  was  likdy  lluit  s!ii*  should  ever  enter  into 
any  thing  that  could  displease  fur.     This  meanness 
only  served  to  add  contempt  to  hatred,  and  on  the  i4(li 
June  ( 17 10),  the  seals  were  taken  from  lord  Sitnderland, 
and  ^ivcMi  to  the  carl  of  Dtrlmouih.    This  was  con- 
>idcred  both  at  home  and  abroad,  as  an  open  declara- 
tion of  hostility  .against  the  whole  Marlborough  connec- 
tion; and  if  a  few  weeks  elapsed  before  any  farther 
chani^es  were  m&lc,  it  was  miTcly  to  settle  the  necessary 
arrangenicuts.    On  t^e  8(h  of  Au^rnst  ensuing,  the  earl 
of  Godolphin  was  ordered  to  break*  his  staff ;  and  a 
period  was  put  to  hb  wise,  fiirtunate,  and  glorious  ad- 
min ist  rat  ion'. 

From  this  lively  picture  of  human  nature,  its  weak- 
.ncsses,  its  preju<liceS|  and  its  passions,  we  may  learn  the 
ineificacy  of  violence  to  influence  the  will,  and  the  in- 
estimable value,  in  all  circumstances  and  situations,  of 
a  spirit  of  mildness,  equity,  and  conciliation,  when 
guided  and  regulated  by  that  superior  sagacity,  which 
.Is  necessary    the  ultimale  aucoe^s  of  all  human  a&in. 

Vide  cQnduci  of  life  Duchess  of  MarWorou^h^ 
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MARESCHAL  DE  B0UFFLER3 

TO 

LOUIS  XIV. 

j#.  D.  1709. 
(Extract.) 

From  the  Camp  at  Quesnot/y  Sepfenfber  11, 1709« 

IT  is  a  great  afHiction  to  me,  sire,  that  I  am  unlbr'* 
tanately  obli|<ed  to  send  jou  the  nem  of  the  Ion  of  a 
new  battle :  but  I  can  assure  your  majesty,  never  was 
luibtorlunc  allciided  "with  gnsUtT  glory.  All  your  ma— 
jesty^s  troops  have  acquired  tkc  (greatest  reputation,  as 
iiell  for  their  valor  as  for  their  firmims  and  efastinacyy 
not  yieWinj^  at  last  but  to  the  cnemy'«  s«|jcriority, 
liiiving  all  (lone  j^ortoct  woiuU  rs.  All  ihe  niur(x:lial  (?e 
Villars^s  lUbpoNitions  were  entirely  good,  and  the  best 
that  could  be  made  by  the  most  accomplished  and  ex- 

•  'perienced  general.  He  behaved  himself  in  the  action 
villi  all  imaginable  l)rav<'iy  and  aclivily  ;  and  besides 
liisgood  example,  gave  all  possible  good  orders ;  but 
his  valor  and  want  of  care  of  his  person  occasioned  his 
Tvonnd,  which  was  very  prejudicial  to  the  afiair  of  this 
unfortunate  day.  He  did  me  (lie  honor  (o  entrust  iiic 
with  the  right,  and  luois<>lf  took  care  of  the  left*  AV* 
lepulsed  the  enemy  more  than  three  or  four  times  at  both 

•  altaeks,  with  incredible  bravery  on  the  part  of  the 
troops  I  but  the  centre  being  bomewliat  ej&poscd,  m« 
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^vre  ft)rced  to  carry  tfoo[)s  to  the  left,  'wlicrc  (hey  were 
very  niiicli  ^vantcJ9  and  the  enciny  marched^  so  many* 
liorse  and  foot  against  the  centre,  where  there  were  none 
but  horse  to  oppose  them,  that  we  were  ol^ii^l  to  yidd 
to  the  infinitely  superior  niniilKT,  and  pro(li:rioui>  ellorls 
ol' the  enemy,  aiuur  iiavini;  charged  thorny  however,  at 
least  six  times,  and  with  the  greatest  vigor  pushed  and 
broke  two  or  three  of  the  enemy's  lines.  I  can  assure 
your  ninjesty  tliiit  ihc  (Mieiny's  loss  is  tliree  fifnes  ijroaler 
th  \n  ours,  and  that  tiicy  can  make  no  oilier  advantage 
of  this  unfortunate  actiont  thaii  gaining  the  field  of 
battle,  and  that  this  ill  success  will  not  cost  you  an  inch 
of  i^round.  M.  D'Artaijnan,  wlu)  conimandul  ilie  riirht 
f)f  the  toot,  dihtiniruished  himself  in  a  jiarticular  itianv 
ncr :  the  due  de  Cuichc  behaved  himself  likewise  with 
oil  possible  skill  and  bravery :  M.  de  Gassion  did  won^ 
ders  a(  the  licul  of  your  nmjesty\s  honseliold  :  llio 
prince  do  Rohan  ahil  moubieur  ile  \  idamc  did  all  (hat 
pould  be  expected  from  persons  \>f  the  greatest  valor. 
The  fpndarmrrie  did  wonders  also:  the  cavalry  bor 

liaved  themselves  very  \ve!l  ;  all  (he  foot  did  wonders 
and  dibtinguihiKxl  tlieniselves.  Never  was  aVetr4?at, 
jifter  so  long,  bloody^  and  obstinate  a  figld,  raadd  with 
more  order  and  firmness.   The  cneni^y  followed  us  ii» 

Ividali.j,  and  in  ver\'  ijood  order,  as  far  as  (he  defile  of 
ijivri,  but  with  respect,  not  during  to  attack  us. 

* 

(Extract  il.) 

C (imp  at  Qiirsno//,  S< plonber  12,  ITOf). 
Pill Ncn  Lugcne  and  the  duke,  of  Marlboioii  ^li  o>vu 
that  there  are,  on  both  sides,  above  2j  or  2(i,000  mep 
JdUed;  at IcQst  IS  or  S0,000  were  of  thetfs,  whicb'  iik 
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nnanimouslj  confirmed  to  me,  not  qn\y  hy  all  such  of 
our  officers^  who,  being  prisoners,  liave  been  sent  back 
-wHh  mncli  courtei^y,  bat  by  several  expresses  I  have  sent 

into  Ihoir  army,  and  oven  by  Mr.  Shcklon,  ;i  briiradior, 
who  \va8  taken  prisoner  near  Bossu,  dpingbis  duty  w  ith 
▼aior  at  the  bead  of  400  horse,  and  ivho  was  ia  their 
army  during  the  action.  Prince  Eusrene  and  my  lord 
Marlhoroiifj-li  can  ici!  him  uiili  lliom  all  over  tl»o  firhi  of 
battle,  lie  (clU  us  it  wa^  dread (ul  to  sec  such  a  vast 
number  of  dead  bodies,  which  he  says  amounted  to  15 
or  16,000,  though  many  of  them  had  already  been 
buried.  Prince  lJu:iene  derhres,  thai  of  all  the  aciions 
he  has  seen,  none  were  so  bbarp,  so  blood j,  nor  so  o\>* 
atinate  as  this.  We  cannot  but  with  concern  lament 
the  loss  of  so  many  brave  men  of  merit ;  but  we  most 
account  a  je^reat  victury  the  having  rctricYcd  and  rc- 
atored  the  honor  of  the  whole  natioot 

Some  gasconading^  expressions  in  these  letters  of  M. 

BoufOers,  fif'Jve  occasiori  to  a  liv<'ly  ]iRrody  upon  tljc 
marechaTs  narrative,  in  the  tjien  fashionable  |)eriodica& 
paper,  stiled.  The  Tatler,  though  the  «iccount  appears 
to  have  been,  aa  to  essenlinls,  just  and  p.roper.  The 
sJircnslic  epitome  of  Steele,  the  author  of  ihi^  ludicrous^ 
jeu  (fcsprit^  is  as  follows  : 

Sir — 'Yhh  is  to  let  your  majesty  understand,  that  ta 
your  immortal  honour,  and  the  destruction  of  the  conn 
federates,  your  trooj's  have  lost  aiicther  baitle.  Artacr. 
nan  did  wonders ;  Uobon  performed  mhrncles ;  Guicho 
did  wonders ;  Gassion  performed  miracles ;  the  whole 
army  distinguished  themselves,  and  every  body  did 
wonders.   And  to  concludq  tJ^e  wpndcrs  of  the  dnv,  | 
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can  assure  your  mnjcsty,  that  tlioii£:Ii  you  hiwv  l<)^t  tho 
fi<-ld  of  bailie,  you  haw  not  Ia>t  an  inch  of  ground* 
Tiie  enemy  marched  behind  us  with  respeot,  aiid  we 
nn  away  fir  am  them  as  bdld  as  libns. 

•  ■ 

But  though  the  sray  and  the  thoughtleti$  might  smile* 
at  this  sally  of  wit,  the  nation  at  large  weiic  deeply  ka* 
pressed  with  the  melancholy  reflection,  that  125,000  lives 

had  Ixvn  sacrifu  cd  lor  uo  visible  end  or  p<i?  j)ose.  'J'liis 
fierce  and  bloody  conflict,  wiiich  could  but  just  be 
lermed  a  victory,  gave  the  first  great  ^ock  to  the  po* 
pubrity  of  (he  war ;  the  prolbssed  oV)iect  of  which,  the 
t^^l^ter  of  thcSpauish  monarchy  to  the  house  of  Austria, 
SQCUicd  every  (hiy  fo  Ixcome  more  extravagant  and  chi* 
merical.  The  conduct  of  the  English  and  iiaperial  gc>» 
nerab,  in  respect  to  this  desperate  eneagHnent,  was  ex* 
posed  to  very  sev<*re  censure.  "  In  the  opinion,'*  says 
M.  Roussct,  "  of  the  whole  ^^orhI,  our  generals  were 
.  guilty  of  an  irreparable  fault  in  not  attacking  the  ninths 
but  delaying  it  in  ex|)ectation  of  six-and«twenty  batta« 
lions  aiul  some  squadrons-,  \\hilst  in  the  mean  time,  by 
giving  the  efieuiy  liiueto  intrench  (homhcives,  \^hich  was 
what  we  had  infallibly  to  expect  from  a  general,  sor  ac« 
customed  to  it  as  the  mareschal  de  Villars,  we  weakened 
ourwlves  in  proportion  as  llie  eilemy  grew  more  for- 
midable. Besides,  we  thereby  gave  him  all  the  time  he 
could  wish  to  penetrate  into  our  dbposition,  to  recall  ^ 
Fcveral  detachments,  vvhich  did  not  join  himf  till  the 
tenth,  and  in  short  to  rentier  all  those  places  impene* 
trable,  through  which  only  our  troops  conld  break  into 
the  plain.  In  the  council  of  war,  which  was  held  the 
mathi  the  deputies  of  the  States  General  were  of  opinion 
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that  the  siege  of  Mons  should  l>e  immediately  uncler^ 
taken,  without  giving  the  enemy  battle ;  but  that  if  (hey 
should  come  to  attack  us,  in  that  caw  we  should  retreat 
from  them  :  and  ot  lliis  opinion  were  most  of  the  ^rnc^ 
rals*  Prince  £ugene  and  the  duke  of  Marlborough 
were  of  opinion,  on  the  contniy,  to  attack  the  enemy 
before  they  b^n  the  siege,  and  (hey  brought  over  the 
deputies  to  Ix^  ol  ilie  same  mind  :  but  then  tliey,  well 
as  the  duke  of  MarUxirough,  insisted  that  the  attack 
ought  to  be  made  immediately')  not  to  give  the  marechal 
de  YiDars  time  to  fortify  his  camp.  Prince  Eugene  was 
not,  however,  to  be  dissuaded  from  the  resolution  lie  had 
taken  to  wait  tor  the  detachment  ijom  Touniav  :  a  talal 
dday  whidi^  oocasioDed  (he  ruin  of  the  whole  bodyoi 
Dutch  infimtry,  which  alone  lost  near  10,0(X)  men,  mora 
than  700  of  whom  were  ofliccr^,  at  luc  attack  of  Uie  iu-. 
trenchments. 
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BATTLE  OF  MALPLAQLET. 

A,  D.  1709. 

1^TTEI\  fHO^kl  T!in  DUKF:  of  ^1  All  T.  bo  rough  10  MH^ 

8£CUETARV  BO  VLB. 

Camp  at  Blarri^nicsy 'Sept,  II,  X.  1709. 

Sir, 

At  soon  as  i  had  dispatched  my  letter  to  y<m 
pa  Saturday  from  Harrc,  we  were  alarmed  with  the 

enemy's  marchiiif^  to  allack  the  prince  of  }le-s<»,  upon 
ivhicb  the  whole  army  was  immediately  put  in  motioii, 
bat  it  was  next  day  at  noon  before  all  the  troopa  couhl 
come  up.  In  the  morning  they  tent  oni  a  detachment 
of  400  horse  to  observe  our  march,  which  the  head  ot 
the  prince  of  llc&se's  troops  attacked,  aiui  took  the 
4^kinel  who  commanded  them,  with  the  lieutenant- 
colonel  and  several  other  officer^  and  about  tidy  pri- 
soners. I  pon  notice  of  our  army's  lyini^  on  this  side 
the  liaLiUC,  ttie  cjiemv  stretched  out  tJicir  line  froiu 
"Quievrain  to  the  right,  which  they  continued  to  do  the 
next  day,  and  yesterday  they  possessed  themselves  of 
the  wood  of  Dour  and  Bhtugies,  where  they  iramed^ttely 
bej^an  to  entrench.  This  motion  of  the  enemy  kept  our 
army  for  two  nights  under  their  arms ;  and  in  the  even- 
ing, as  soon  as  the  twenty-one  battalions  and  lour  squad- 
rons we  were  expertinjr  from  Tournay  were  come  within 
reach,  it  >\as  resoived  to  attack  lhein,and  tlie  necessary 
dispositions  bcinfir  made,  we  acconiingly  U^ari  at  eight 
|hii  morning.   The  fight  was  maintained  with  great 


0»3  APPENDIX. 

obhiinacy  till  near  twelve  o'clock,  before  vre  could  force 
their  entrenchments^  and  drive  them  nut  of  ihe  wojtl 
into  the  plain^  where  their  horse  was  all  drawn  up,  and 
ours  advmicnig  upon  tbem,  the  ^vhnle  army  enijnjred, 
and  fou  ght  wilU  great  furj  till  lh*ct'  iii  the  aitcnioony 
when  lite  enemy's  horsie  bc^an  to  give  wny,  and  to  letiie 
towardh  Maubcuge  and  Valenciennes^  and  part  of  Ihem 
towards  Coiide.  We  pursued  them  to  <hc  defile  by 
Bavay  >vilh  great  sl;».'ghUT,  all  our  trooj^s  ix'iiuviug 
themselves  with  the  greatest  courage.  Wc  are  bow 
encamped  on  the  fleid  of  battle.  Yon  may  believe  the 
loss  must  hfivelx'en  very  jgcreaf  on  both  sides.  We  have 
a  good  number  ol  oiiictTs  ])risvMt(  rs,  but  as  1  send  this 
.express  by  lieutenant-colonel  ^j'rabam,  who  canies  a 
leticr  to  the  qucen^  I  must  refer  >ou  to  my  next  for 
further  particulars.  In  the  mean  time  I  heartily  con^ 
graluialc  yqu  upun.this  great  success^aud  am  truly. 

Sir, 

joi^  most  ftithful  humble  servant, 

MAULaOItpLGH.^ 

P.  S.  I  had  .almost  forgot  to  tell  you  that  wc  took  St« 
Guihlnin  yesterday,  in  the  evening,  swoid  in  band,  and 

made  Ihc  garrison,  consist i«ig  of  J^OO  mcu^  prisonerh 
var#r 
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J^EGOTUTION  FOR  PEACE. 

4i.D.  1709-10. 

•  * 

IT  is  necessary  to  have  our  minds  impressed  with  the 
clearest  recollectian  of  the  insufferable  huiia:li(inc.ss,  ilie 
immeasurable  and  unprincipKMl  aiubilioji,  and  a:)f)vo  all 
pt  the  shocking  barbarity  which  dislinguUhed  ibe  pros* 
perons  years  of  tlic  reign  of  Louis  XIV.,  in  order  t# 
avoid  feeling  a  slroni^  emotion  of  corop^f-sion  at  thd 
state  uf  humiliatioii  lu  whicii  he  was  rediiccil,  wlicn  ap- 
proaching the  termination  of  his  lon&r  direer.  His  vio* 
lent  seizure  of  the  Spanish  Netherl.inds,  after  <he  death 
of  Philip  IV.,  his  unprovoked  invasion  of  Hdlland  in 
J671?,  hifi  <'ncr.»achnu*iits  and  iMirpaiums  subh<  qutMit  to 
the  treaty  ofjN'imef^uen,  and  his  horrible  dcvasta*  ion  of 
#  Ihc  palf^iinate,  and  other  parts  of  Germany*  together 
•vilh  the  cxecmble  rmcUics  practised  by  his  express  nu- 
thority  upon  his  innoa'nt  subj^'CiS  llu'  [fu  j^m  nols  in 

■ 

Franco,  have  forever  marked  him  in  tike  page ui  iiistory 
•as  a  tyrant,  ai^d  nn  oppressor.  Yet  was  this  monarch 
by  no  means  di*sti<ute  of  £^re«t  or  amiable  qualifies. 
Isaturo  inlt»'  dc(i  liim  tor  an  acromplishcd  so  tTciiCn,  bnt 
he  was  corrupted  i>y  tiie  indulgence  oK  forrntio,  and  mi^y* 
led  by  the  pn^judioes  of  a  wretched  education.  Hie 
mind,  ehted  by  flattery  nnd  hanlfned  by  the  lonsr  and 
wnrestr  lined  enjoyiTicnl  ofj  ower,  brcanic  al  U^di;!!]  nu  l- 
^owed  and  solicued  l)y  adversiiy:  and  at  the  period 
ytk^  in  the  view  of  the  world  at  large  he  appealed  most 
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fkgraded,  in  that  of  the  moral  and  philosophic  observer^ 
he  seemed  oiost  exialted.  And  indeed  he  was  in  no  d&» 
grec  \cs%  popular  during  (his  calamifons  period  of  bift 
rcisrn,  ainoni^st  his  own  suhjerts,  than  in  Ihe  nm>i  splen- 
did vnis  of  it.  They  Ibrcocrly  savv^  in  this  great  mo- 
.  lurch)  the  lustre  of  a  conqueror ;  tbey  now  discerned  in 
him  the  parental  alfection  of  a  father,  willing  to  sacrifice 
every  (hin^  in  which  he  had  once  placed  his  glory,  to 
their  ^vel^are,  their  &atety,  and  their  happiness. 

The  picture  drawn  bjr  the  marquis  de  Torcy,  of  the 
state  of  the  kingdom  at  the  commencement  of  the  year' 
1709,  is  truly  touching.    According  to  the  represciita- 
.  tion  ot  this  able  writer  and  statesman,     1' ranee  >v»i^  at 
Ibis  period  afflicted  with  great  and  various  evils.  The 
scourge  of  famine  was  added  to  that  of  war.    An  cx« 
cessive  degree  of  cold  succeedinsif  to  a  erencral  thaw  at 
tlie  Wginning  of  January,  had  caui>cd  the  seed  ilirowu 
into  the  earth  to  perish.   The  spring  revolved  without 
being  accompanied  by  any  of  the  appearances  usual  at 
that  season  of  the  year.    Nolhini:^  but  misforhinc  prc- 
senled  itself  on  all  sides.    The  i^eneruL  discourbc  was  as 
melancholy  as  tbe  subjects  which  gave*  occasion  to  it. 
'  Every  day  the  resources  of  the  country  dimiui&hed,  and 
tbe  credit  of  tbe  state  vanished  witli  them.    The  nrmteii 
of  the  kine:,  formerly  victorious,  liad  !x*en  coni])('llcdj 
af%er  a  series  of  bloody  couliicts,  to  abandon  tiic  terri-  « 
lories  which  had  been  in  happier  days  the  scene  of  their 
triumphs.   Tbe  enemy  thicatened  to  ]HMietrate  into  the 
hear!  of  France.    At  the  commencement  of  the  war,  the 
kin«v  had  issued  his  orders  to  his  generals  on  the  btiiikii 
of  tbe  Danube,  tbe  Tagus,  and  the  Po ;  and  who  could 
then  have  imagined,  thati  in  a  fiswyears^  he  would 
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tcilUccd  to  the  necessity  of  tiel'ciiding  the  Interior  ol'  his 
Idiigdom  ?  The  course  of  a  long  and  successive  series  of 
years  had  never  been  cheqneied  by  a  single  reverse  of 
fortune.  What  a  tenible  subject  of  humiliation  for  a 
moiiarcli,  accustomed  to  pR^erilH,"  l;i\vs  to  his  nieniicS| 
lo  be  now  compelled  to  receive  the  hiw  from  them^  and 
particularly  fron  that  republic,  whose  principal  pro* 
vincrs  be  had  conquered  in  I67S,  and  whose  subrois* 
sitms  he  luul  i^*ii*ct(!il,  when  (h<*v  besoiiijlit  liiin  to  ^rant 
them  peace  upon  such  terms  as  he  liimseii  pleased  to 
flictate! 

The  k  i  n  sustained  a  change  so  sensible  with  the  firm- 

i»e>s  of  a  hero,  ami  the  rcsigrmtiuii  nf  a  cliiistiaii,  to  the 
will  uf  Providence, "—VoL  L  p,  'aO0'V2. 

In  this  disarfroQs  state  of  thinsrs,  IVf.  Ronill^,  presi* 

dent  of  (he  irraiai  comi'  il,  was  srciclly      pad  lial  earfj 
in  the  month  of  March  (1709),  into  iiolland,  in  order  to 
make  such  overtures  of  peace  to  the  States  General  at 
mtsrht  prepare  the  way  to  a  general  accommodation. 
The  Tit  j)uti(  s  li'.iys  and  \'anderdnssen,  were  nominated 
to  confer  w  i» h  him.   Tliey  nu  t  divers  times  at  the  Moer- 
dyke  and  ehicwheiv,  but  the  conditions  proposed  by 
tliem  were  deemed  by  the  president  so  extravagant,  that 
in  despair  he  wrote  lo  the  kin?,  requesting  his  recal. 
An  extraordinary  <  ouncil,  as  M.  Toicy  informs  u.^,  was 
held  in  order  to  take  his  laf>t  dispatches  into  considera- 
tion.  At  this  council  the  due  de  BeauvilUenif  chief  of 
the  council  of  finances,  painted,  m  pathetic  and  elo- 
quent langu  a  ire,  the  extreniilits  to  which  the  kin«j  and 
kingdom  would  be  reduced,  in  case  the  present  oppor- 
tfinily  of  makinif  peace  should  Iw  suffered  to  escape. 
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He  was  Becondod  by  the  chanoeUor  Pontcbailniin.  tbi 
other  ministers  Torcy,  Cliainillart,  nnd  I>cs  Mnre<s,ac» 
quiesccd  in  the  hitd  iicccssil}-  of  obtain inu:  a  \  c:\cq  upon 
any  (ermsf  and  the  king  Anally  resoivod  io  tninsmtt 
orders  to  Rouitle  io  resame  the  cdnfercuoes.  Fuller 
powers  hclnir  rrqiiisKc,  the  kini»  of  France  x?role  with 
his  own  hand,  April:;;^^,  a  letter  toM.  iiouiilc,  in  which 
he  authorizes  that  minister  to  o^r  YfyrrS)  Mcnin, 
Fumcs^  Cond6,  Maubcuoe,  and  if  it  were  no4  ponibla 
to  save  him  iVom  so  croel  a  sacrifice,  also  Tournay,  and 
even  1  isle.       Vou  wil!,"  says  the  monarch  in  movinj^ 
termS)     be  untonishcd  in  reading  this  dispatch,  at  the 
orders  it  contains,  so  diflfereiit  from  those  which  I  beie- 
toforc  :j:avc  you,  and  which  I  then  resrarded  as  too  ex- 
tensive.   L>ut  I  siibmil  lmre.l»]y  (o  llie      ino  \»  ill ;  and 
the  evils  with  which  the  Almighty  has  been  pleased  to 
afflict  my  kingdom,  do  not  permit  me  to  doubt  concern- 
ing the  sacrifice  which  he  demands,  of  all  which  can 
must  nearly  interest  my  feelinrb."    lie  then  proceeds 
to  apprize  the  president,  that  he  will  not  refuse  to  assent 
to  the  re-establishment  of  the  treaty  of  Westphalia,  in 
all  its  parts,  and  nndersfood  in  the  sense  which  the  em- 
pire anil  not  France  lias  beea  act  uslomed  to  put  uyxm 
i  he  disputed  articles.  He  says  that  Spain  and  i  he  1  ndics 
shall  revert  to  Austria,  and  hopes  he  has  accorded  ad- 
vantages sutlicient  to  his  enemies,  to  induce  tliem  to 
leave  his  grarulson  in  possession  of  Naph^s  and  Sicily; 
but  if  essential  to  thcaUainment  of  peace,  he  also  re* 
linquishes  his  claim  to  Sicily. 

On  a  sudden  the  idea  struck  M.  de  Torcy  that  he 
miiilit  render  service  to  his  kin:^  and  country,  l>y  nuiler- 
taking  the  office  of  negotiator  in  penon.   1  his  being 
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proposed  andapprovcx^l  hy  (he  inonarcli  and  tlio  council, 
the  ielter  addressed  to  M.  Houille  nasdclivefcd  to  ike 
minister,  widi  [)lcrary  power&  to  carry  the  project  it 
contained  intdciifci. 

M.  Torcy  Ict'l  Paris  on  the  evcnini;  ot  the  1st  of  Mny, 
and  passiue:  through  Flanders  by  the  nmte  of  ilnisficia, 
wilh  ^rpfit  secrecy  und  expedition,  arrived  at  the  Hague 
on  (hcClh,  and  re  airini^  (otlii'  lionse  of  (h;*  |>rnsi(>iiary 
ileiu«ius,  di:»co;eied  biaisdf  to  that  sagacious  statesman, 
who5ie  asfonibhiiient  urns  fi^rcat  to  see  in  his  cabinet  the 
first  minister  of  liis  most  chrihtian  majesty,  vested  witk 
a  commission  of  so  extrnordinary  a  nature. 
;  The  character  dtaun  in  the  tnanjuii  de  Torcy  of  tU« 
pensionary,  is  upon  the  whoic  very  favourabh^*  lie  was 
of  consummate  skill  and  long  ex[X*ricnce  in  affairs,  and 
possesj^'d  jhci  rUiiv*  confi'dor.ccof  the  Idekiuj^  \\  illiani, 
to  vvhobC  iatiuence  he  was  iuvlcbted  for  his  advancement* 
Being  now  intimately  associated  with  primx  Eugene  and 
the  duke  of  Marlboroui^h,  they  formed  their  projects  in 
coniunc^'ion,  arul  connTfed  to<cethcr  the  time,  the  way, 
ajid  the  means  of  carrying  them  inio  execution.  But 
the  pensionary  did  not  lie  under  the  least  suspicion  of 
endeavouring  to  prolong  the  wi#,  in  onlcr  to  cidmnoe 
Ills  own  poliiica!  importance,  or  to  make  it  the  medimi 
ut  promoting  his  personal  ij. tercet,  liis  exlerior  was 
simple;  noappeamnce  of  pomp;  and  his  attendance 
consisting  only  of  a  secretary  and  three  servants,  did 
not  indicate  his  srreat  credit  and  consequence  in  the 
state,  ilis  addre>s\vas  somewhat  cold,  hul  llir  removed 
irom  roughness ;  his  conversation  polished,  and  ia  de- 
bate he  rarely  sliewcd  himself  at  all  ruffled. 
• '  M*  de  Torcy  requested  of  the  pensionary^  and  ub- 
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iiinecl  witfi  facility  that  M.  Rouillc  might  be  itermmeA 

<o  join  him  at  the  Ihiiiuc.    I "ar  iVom  iuj^iimatinc:  the 
ilighiest  ceiisnrr  upon  iIkU  ucgotiator  for  bis  want  of 
svccessy  M.  de  Torcy  in  offeriiig  his  services  to  his  so^ 
7erei|?n  bestowed  npon  (he  president  tlie  hif^est  enlo^ 
giunis,  iuul  a{)[)car.s  lo  !i;ivc  coHtl.iCit'd  hinisclf  towards 
biiii  ill  such  a  tuauncr,  as  .to  oUviale  every  degree  of 
jealousy  t  and  be  gener^isliy  acJcnowledges,  thai  in  le* 
questing  hisassistvice,  hefcUbiiaself  perfectly  conscioot 
of  I  lie  :ui  vantage  he  hhouhl  (iorivc  from  it.       He,"  says 
this  able  politician,  "  who  conceives  his  own  light  suf- 
ficient to  direct  biia  with  certaiotyy  and  tapoiotoal  to 
bim  in  all  situations  the  path  he  ought  to  take,  possessei 
but  a  vrry  limilnl  compichniMon.    He  frocpiently  sees 
bis  presumption  piuiishcd  by  the  faults  ^^lli^  h  be  com- 
mitsy  and  which  he  wonkl  have  aroided  if  be  bad  bcark*- 
ened  to  the  connsel  of  a  wise  and  faithful  adviser  i  an 
idea  ^ood  in  itself^  when  examined  ami  discussed  be* 
twecn  t>vo  persons,  unitcil  by  the  same  solicitude  for 
anccess,  becomes  stilL  bueUcr*   If  one  doc*s  not  discern 
the  defect  of  any  pliin  be  ro:^  bav«  devised,  it  will  b# 
discovprecl  by  the  other  ;  lH)!h  In  concert  will  rectify  it* 
Tiic  clashing  of  oplni<iiis  will  strike  out  truth,  when  that 
opposition  springs  from  a  rtnil  ilcsirc  of  kuowiii|f  and 
doing  what  is  right.''  8uch  is  tlie  modesty  and  candour 
hy  which  the  conduct  of  men,  verMd  in  the  science  of 
human,  nature,  and  above  tlie  mean  and  jeuluub  i>piiit  uf 
competition,  is  act uotedi 

Various  conferences  took  place  within  the  ei^bt  or 
ten  followinjT  days,  between  M.  Torcy  and  M.  liouilU 
on  the  one  part,  and  the  pen.sionary  Heinsius  aud  llit 
deputiesJiuys  and  V^uoderdusseu  ou  tlio  other  i  in  whick 
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the  former  could  gain  oo  gnmnd.  It  was  earf  to  per« 
ceive,  however,  that  the  real  wfs&r  of  the  pensionary  and 

of  the  deputy  Vanderdassen,  was  in  faronr  of  peace ; 
and  Ihe  security  of  their  barrier  was  the  great  object  thejr 
had  in  view.  M.  Buys  was  the  chief  speaker,  and  • 
seemed  much  more  hogtiUy  disposed.  They  all  con« 
curred,  nevertheless,  in  requiring  and  instsfing  that  the 
whole  Spanish  monarchy  should  be  delivered  up  to  the 
'house  of  Austria,  without  any  dedootioa  or  dismember* 
meat  whatever.  At  length,  seeing  that  Holland  wouM 
*  not  be  induced  to  act  in  earnest  the  part  of  a  pacificator, 
till  perfect  salisfactioa  was  given  respecting  the  barrier, 
M.  Torcy,  with  an  aching  heart,  went  to  the  full  extent 
of  his  commission  on  this  yrbnary  artlde^  and  A>n8entBd 
to  cede  Tournay  and  Lisle,  in  addition  to  the  otiier  for- 
tresses offered  by  M.  Rouille.  The  Dutch  deputies  then 
began  to  soHen  on  the  subject  of  Napki  and  Sicily;  in 
discussing  which,  M.  Boys  i^mtwhat'  iinseasonafaljr 
asked,  whether  the  king  of  France  had  the  written  con- 
sent of  the  king  of  Spain,  to  express  bis  acquiescence  in 
Naples  and  Sicily,  ul  lieu  of  Spain  and  the  other  depen* 
dencies  of  the  Spanish  monarchy.  The  French  mini- 
slers  replied,  that  his  most  christian  majesty  would  not 
apply  prematurely  to  the  catholic  king  for  his  consent 
to  accept  what  it  did  not  yet  appear  would  ever  be  of- 
fered to  him.  This  M.  Buys  however  insisted  was  a 
defectmsitS  in  their  comrhission,  and  that  it  was  in  vain 
to  treat  upon  the  subordinate  articles,  if  ihey  were  not 
agreed  upon  the  principal.  In  answer  to  so  unexpected 
an  objection,  M.  Buys  and  hb  colleagues  were  reminded 
of  their  repeated  declarations,  that  the  king  of  France 
had  only  to  speak  the  word  at  any  iimc^  and  the  king 
VOL.  a.  Y% 


Ills  gf^nitm  W0«ld  mfii&€iflj  obe7  tie  vumdafe,  anl 
fe^fi  hk  crown,  even  without  any  indcmnificatioa— 
|i«W  ipnch  mwc  yth^n  sucli  iiKlcmniticatlon  was  ob- 
fr\\rr^  6k  few*  ml  tjdey  pn>|ios(  1  tli»t  three  reon^hs 
riitold  le«Uo«cd  for  the  catholii;  king  to  «igiiiir>  his 
BBsent ;  after  which,  in  case  of  wftisai,  he  ^houTd  be  cn* 
tp  no  imlemnlfication  wbatt  vcr.  And  they  like- 
j^rim  lemartol*  that  nciihei  had  Oic  Putch  <;oiunussioiu?rs 
.poiver  to  ftipvjate  foTy-or  a^pt  AODdiOons  on  the  jpait 
io[  (he  eroperor  and  the  archilnke. 

Atter  uiuicb  clispuiation  txi  the  part  of  M.  Boys  and 
thefiroch  ifli|M5ters,tbc  pensionary  rocaj  itiilatcd,  wilh 
aiHch  msdm  W^Jfpnkjity^  the  points  which  had  been 
jigitited.   He  said  that  altercation  was  useless,  thai  ad* 
thcr  the  one  or  the  oilu r  party  wmdd  be  penaaded  by 
M»  W  o^positjw  to  the  onleis  of  their  masters,  or  to  the 
miW  of  their  lespcciifp  iotesests—that  the  French  pie- 
»ipotentiarips  kaew  the  extent  of  the  engagements  h/ 
which  the  ropoblic  was  bouiul,  and  he  hesmi<i:Jit  them  to 
jpuuninc  to  what  jjoint  they  had  itio  their  power  to  re- 
lax:; as  he  and  hiscpllet^es  alao^on  Ihek  j>art,  woukl 
niBke  scrioBS  lefcctions  on  the  propostfioiK  vrhich  had 
.now  been  ofleretl  to  tht  ir  eoosideration. 

"  The  intciUioiis  of  tlie  ix-asianary,"  says  M.  Torcy, 
^<  ^jvpeaied  to  me  good,  and  his  manuer  of  m^cXiatiiig 
highly  bononfablc.**  Me  concluded  hy  pfopobijsg  thai 
nny  further  dihcuskion  should  be  waTcd  till  the  arriTal 
Ot  prince  EuS^^Jic  and  tlie  duke  at^  Marlborough,  who 
.were expected  at  the  Hqgufy  and  who  actually  came 
4htther  in  the  cou^e  of  the  .present  wefk.  Bui.the  in- 
tervention of  these  two  great  me*,  far  from  mldinc  new 
iaciUties  K)  iln-  negotiation,  tcutkii.owl^'  lo  muUi^jl^-  oh- 
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staclfs.  It  was  too  evident  that  tbej  were  really  and 
truly  averse  to  peace,  and  houglit  only  to  amuse  the 
Fiench  miuAsten  by  making  €%tnytguA  and  hnpTacti- 
cafak  denaids.  la  a  letter  firom  Ihe  king  of  France  to 
M.  T«rcy,  dated  firom  Marli,  May  14th,  that  mo- 
narch directs  the  ambassndur  to  take  an  occasion  of  ap« 
pdxiog  the  duke  of  Madliocoagh  that  lie  was  well  in* 
facned  of  Ae  alapa  whioh  he  bad  taken  to  break  off  (he 
conferences ;  but  that  he  would  be  very  glad  to  scxurc 
his  good  offices  by  a  suitable  reoora  pence.  More  parti- 
cuiadijr  li,  Toraj  isampoweied  lo  oSer  him  two  miliions 
of  lifict  if  Naples  and  Sicily  weoe  allotted  to  the  king  of 
Spain;  one  million  of  livres  more  if  he  should  bo  able 
to  preserve  Dunkirk  and  lis  ^ort ;  and  another  inilliou 
to  pfewnt  the  cenion  of  Strasborgh  and  Landaa  to  tiie 
cnpcior* 

It  does  not  appear  that  these  temptations  produced 
the  least  cHect :  "  XiOrbque  jc  parlois,''  says  M.  Torcy, 

de  ses  inler^ts  particiiliers  il  rougissoit  &:  paroissoit 
Touloir  d^toumer  la  conTersation  and  supposing  ihei 
dokeof  Marlboroii'^h  not  ismcccssiblc  on  this  qii  irler, 
kc  was  infiueaced  by  far  more  cogent  motives,  of  a  per* 
'aonal  natare,  to  continue  the  war,  jm  the  success  of 
which  his  power  and  popularity  ware  founded,  and 
\vhicli  had  recently  siifpTc:!  a  .en^ible  diminution,  tha« 
any  \ihiclj  coidd  be  offered,  of  a  conirary  tendency,  on 
the  part  of  France.  His  conversation  and  manners,  as 
M.  Tofcy  informs  ns,  we«e  extremely  polished.  In  the 
first  private  iniervirw,  the  duke  took  frequent  occaMon, 
av^  with  much  apparent  art,  to  mention  the  duke  of 
.  Berwick  and  the  marquis  D*Allegn».  Upon  which  M. 
Torcy  scrupled  not  to  acqnatnt  him,  that  he  knew  the 
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particulanof  the  intercourse  ivhich  lie  had  keld  mtk 

those  noblemen,  and  that  the  sentiments  of  his  most 
chribtian  majesty  were  in  no  respect  changed  in  rehiiioir 
to  it.   yhe  duke  reddcued,  and  passed  on  ta  other  dis* 
coarse  rdative  to  the  project  of  peace.   On  various  suh« 
sequent  occasions  lie  spok«  with  high  respect  to  M. 
Torcj  of  the  kuig  of  Fram^e,  and  of  the  French  nation. 
It  was  in  Francei  and  under  M.  Tuicone,  that  lie  had 
learned  the  art  of  war ;  for  hich  ohligntion  he  professed 
to  entertain  high  sentiments  of  gratitude.    His  expra- 
Itions  were  accompanied  with  protestations  of  sincerity, 
belied,"  says  M.  Torcy,     by  his  actions:  of  probity, 
supported  by  oaths  upon  his  honor  and  his  consdeooe — 
oftentimes  invoking  the  name  of  Gon,  whom  he  attested 
as  witfiess  to  tlie  reclitnde  of  his  intentions. — He  pre- 
tended to  cite  the  wonders  which  Providence  had 
wrought  in  favor  of  tlie  aUics,  but  it  was  only  for  the 
sake  of  inferring  that  FVanee  had  not  a  moment  to  lose- 
in  making  pcacr,  and'  that  licr  safety  depended  upon 
concluding  the  war  upon  any  Icruis.'* 

The  picture  drawn  by  91.  Torcy  of  this  great  man  ia 
by  no  means  flattering.  His  duplicity  and  avarice  sent 
to  have  been  considered  notorious,  and  his  proti  ssions 
of  attachment  to  the  exrUni  family  to  Iwvc  becu  dictated 
by  the.  most  refined  and  selfish  cunning* 

ADer  a  scries  of  unavailing  conlerences  on  the  part  of 
the  ]KMisi()nar^'  and  his  collcagm's,  in  conjunction  with 
prince  ii^ugene  and  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  on  one 
part)  and  the  French  ministers  on  theother^  preliminary 
articles  were  at  length  fnimed  by  the  former,  conforfn- 
ablyto  which,  the  king  of  France  acknowlt-dgiHl  the  ' 
archduke    king  of  Spaiu^  and  all  ihc  dgmiaious  tbcKto 
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belonging,  engaging  that  his  erandson,  the  duke  of 
Anjoo^  shmiid  evocttate  the  whole  Sptinish  ineiiarcbjr  m 
the  space  of  two  months.   A  suspension  of  ftms  for  the 

^lunc  space  was  propctseti,  at  the  f  nd  of  which,  if  the  en- 
tire Spanish  monarchy  was  not  surrendered,  hostilities 
shquld  imniedialely  le-commence*    These  aitides,  as 
•the  French  ministerB  predicted,  hh  most  christiim  duif 
jcsty,  wi*]i  ^^ood  reason,  refused  to  ratify-,  for  it  made 
the  continuance  of  peace  to  depend  «pou  acondition^ 
as  he  truly  allegod,  not  in  his  power  to  cftecute.  Al- 
.  though  the  other  articles  of  the  treaty  were  in  the  high* 
<st  des^rec  «eveiie  and  rii^orous,  he  ikxlarefi  li  is  acquies- 
cence in  them  all,  wiih  the  single  reserve  of  the  ^Ih,  as 
«bove  specified — ^thos  abandoning,  by  a  hard  necessity, 
<he  duke  of  Anjou  to  his  fate.   But,  though  no  pro* 
'  vision  was  eKpre.  sly  midein  (liis  treaty  for  l!ie  reigning 
monarch,  Louih  w.t«,  nodotilityOt  opinion  that  lie  would 
tiot  tamely  rc&i*;^  the  Spanish  cipwn,  and  that,  without 
his  assistance,  he  would  be  able  to  make  some  sort  of 
compromise  for  hiinsrlf.    Tiiis  iheallwN  saw,  and  upon 
*this ground  they  i)ertinaciously  insisted  thai  thesus^jen- 
.  «ion  of  arms  witli  France  should  terminate  if  Spain  was 
'  not  dcJtycrcd  up  in  the  time  limited.   Out  the  duke  of 
Anjou  Ix^inir  in  actual  possewiion,  at  this  tinu*,  of  the 
whole  of  Spaia,  lheprovii)ee  of  Catalonia  exceptcx^,  to- 
gether with  tlie  island  of  Sicily,  &;c.  it  was  in  the  high« 
4«t  degree  unreasonable  to  require  an  absolute  and  un« 
conditi(mal  resignation  of  the  monarchy  to  his  compe- 
titor.   Had  the  principles  on  which  tltc  grand  alliance 
«ras  originally  formed  been  strictly  adhered  to,  the  war 
might  now  have  been  terminated  with  honor  and  adrsn* 
i&ge;  as  the  king  of  Spain  would  have  been  happy. to 
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have  pfiTohilB«d  p^ace  by  the  ocanon  idf  Idi  Ittllill 

mi  ions,  and  ihe  kin?  of  Fmnco,  by  granting  snch  a 
barrkr  lo  Holland  and  the  empire,  as  would  have  ct- 
&etttldly  Bteiirid  them  fttti  fnture  aittaek.   Bnl  anib»- 
ttofi  is     ihomtcr  whose  appetite  cncrwuta  by  irliat  it 
fmis  on.    On  fin  illy  brrnking  off  the  negotialion,  tlie 
Vini!;  of  France  caused  the  foliowing  letter  to  be  Circii- 
kted  throughoiit  the  kingdemj  addfeaaed  to  tie  gover- 
nors of  provinoet,  the  arclibiftbop  of  Fttfftt  other 
.prclules  of  (he  radm,  stating,  in  very  soothinsT,  at 
.as  impfessive  terms,  tlK*  terrible  neccssify  imposed  upon 
bun,  in  conteqaeiice  of  theeorarbitant  elaiflM  ineb  cd  <m 
by  the  allied  powers,  of  penereting  ki  ftepmwrt  da- 
fetiuctive  war. 

♦ 

« 

C0USIN| 

The  hopea  of  an  approacbtng  peaoeum 

60  generally  spread  in  my  kingdom,  that  out  of  re^fd 
to  lije  loyalty  my  peo^jle  have  expressed,  durinir  the 
nvhole. course  of  my  reign,  1  think  myself  obliged  lo give 
them  the  comfort  of  acqtiainfuig  them  with  the  leasiias 
which  still  hinder  their  enjoying  the  i<6poie  I  designed 
to  procure  them. 

In  order  to  restore  the  same,  1  would  have  accepted 
isonditions  very  opposite  to  the  security  of  tny  dontier 
provuioes ;  but  the  more  facili(>  and  deafe  I  havcsbewa 
to  dissipate  the  umbrages  \^bich  my  enemies  aflcct  to 
cnlortain  of  my  power  and  designs,  the  more  tbey  have 
multiplied  their  pretensieosi  insonltteb  that^  by  degteea 
addmg  new  demands  to  the  first,  and  making  use  cither 
of  the  duke  of  Savoy's  name,  or  of  the  interest  of  the 
^  princesi  of  the  empire^  tht^  have  at  once  kt  mc  see  that 


ih^  had  ii# oQtmiaHMim  ihsm  io  iiielM% tllht 4»* : 
peaoeiof  mj  Mova,  Uw  %Mm  Imimng  FnuM^ 
juid  to  o|ieRt»  tliea^elvc*  etsy  ivti3i«  i»  fMttmlte  Into  tlitf 

Iicart  of  my  kiAgdofn^  iu»ut\t;ik  as  it  would  buit  wtOi  theic  - 
itttcfost  t«  b«gia  a  new  ww.   Nor  woukl  Ibc.  wax  I IMW . 
taiiiiitaiii|«Ml  van  wittily  to  hftfe'wuloily  bav4 
had  I  ooBMted  t*>  the  ptopMlt  they       Imik  i6&  Mt  . 
For  tlicy  fiieti  within  tuo  tnoulh^  tiie  lerin  wliertiri  I 
was,  OH  my  p^it,  io  <;xjecule  tbe  lidi^  ;  aod  durii^  Uuil 
iatect^  tiller  pMtfjwiedk  io  obMge  me  tm  Mndt  «p.t» 
^  tbem  the  plaoe»tfa^  demanded  tff  ne  in  tke  Low  Gimmi* 
tries  and  Alsjic€,  and  to  raze  liiosc,  on  ibe  clotiKjltkhing. 
urbereof  iktj  iofiibted }  refusing,  on  tbeir  pari»  to  enter 
into  any  other  ei^|pa98&ient»^aa  tlia  c«qi»ioB  of  all 
nets  of  hostility  till  the  first  day  of  August,  and  vewnr*. 

to  tbcinscKt  s  ihc  liberty  of  iictin^  then  by  fofce  of 
sumi»,  in  otse  ibc  kin^^  o^  Spain,  my  grandson,  pcrsiit^ 
in  the  rewAntion  of  ddeadMif  Ibe  ofomGod  Jia^gifoft 
him ;  and  rather  to  perihb  thaa  toahaadon  Mii^l  ffeopio 
viho  for  nine  ycafs  ba?c  ackuuwkd^d  hiiu  a»  ibeir 
lawful  king. 

Such  a  6«spaisio*9  mora  daij^mm  than  mv$  itmUf 
-moM  rather  put  off  than  forward  peace.   Vox  it  doI 

only  would  have  In-en  necessary  to  cuntinue  ibc  saine 
cx|ience  ibi*  tbe  muiut^niug  oi*  my  ivinie^,  but  as  MHMii 
as  Che  term  of  tlie  fiufxnmn  of  amii  urOQld  haveo^E^ 
piled,  my  enemies  would  havoattacbed  me  with  the  new. 
advniftages  Uiey  would  bavedortved  tVofia  t4ie towns  into 
vbicb  1  sb  >uld  have  introduced  ibem  myself;  at  the. 
aaroe  timoi  that  i  shouki  have  demoUshed  those  that  «io 
abiilwarhtosomeof  my  frontier  piofinoss. 

I  pa5^  over  in  siknfis  Ibc  pro^&ab»  tho^  bav€  insijiu- 
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aM  to  me  of  joining  my  forces  with  those  of  the  con- 
Mmtei)  ftnd  to  compel  my  frandm  to  deMsend  the 
tibraie,  if  he  did  not  voliuitnrilj  consent  to  live  Ibr  the 

foture  without  dominions,  and  to  reduce  himself  to  the 
condition  of  a  private  man.  It  is  against  humanity  to 
believe  that  thejr  had  em  the  thought  of  eng^mg  me 
insnehnnallianeewtth^iem;  but  nlthongb  the  tender- 
ness I  hmwe  far  my  ]xx>ple  be  as  heart  j  as  for  my  own 
cftiildren  ;  although  I  bear  a  part  io  all  tlie  ills  which  the 
war  makes  such  fiiithful  subjects  undergo,  and  1  have 
eheim  to  all  Eaiope  tliat  1  sinoeidjr  dcsirad  to  make 
tliem  enjoy  peaoe,  I  am  persnaded  they  wonU  tlMi* 
selves  oppose  the  acceptance  of  it  on  conditions  equally 
opjposite  to  justice,  and  to  the  honor  of  tlie  Fiench 
Bttne* 

-  It  iSf  thcvsfbfe,  my  intention  that  all  thoee  who,  Ibr 

80  many  years  past,  have  given  me  demonstrations  of 
their  zeal,  by  contributing  with  their  hibon,  fortunes, 
nnd  blood}  towaids  tho  maintaining  so  heairy  a  war,  may 
Imow  lint  the  only  Talon  my  enemies  pretended  to  set 
on  the  offers  I  was  willing  to  make  to  them,  was  a  su«»- 
pension  of  arms,  which  being  stinted  to  the  space  of  two 
months,  woold  hate  proeorad  to  tkem  i^m  ebnaidHr- 
able  advantages  than  they  may  esrpect  iirom  the  confi« 
dence  they  put  in  their  troops.  As  1  repose  mine  in  the 
protection  of  God,  hoping  that  the  purity  of  my  inten- 
tions will  draw  tho  difine  blessing  vpoQ  my  arms,  I 
write  to  the  archblsbop^knd  bishops  of  my  kingcftm  to 
excite  more  and  more  the  fervency  of  prayer  in  their  re- 
spectiye  dioceses ;  and  at  the  same  tim^,  I  order  you  to 
acquaint  my  people  witliai  the  extent  of  your  govern* 
ment)  that  thqr  should  enjoy  peace  if  it  had  been 
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in  my  power,  as  it  was  in  my  will  to  procure  them, 
a  good  tbey  wiiih  for  with  reason^  but  ubicli  must  be 
<5bUiMd  byatw  effort*,  linoe  Ibe  inmeiiae  cou4kioBs  i 
iwMild  hafe  gtantod  avt  mekss  towatd^  ibe  iestoriag«f 
the  public  tranquillity.  I  tberefore  ktve  it  to  yonr 
pradeiice  to  make  my  intentioas  knowu  in  sucb  a  luan- 
nor  at  you  shall  judge  ooBvenieat.  And  §o  I  pray  God 
i»  haye  you  ia  hit  holy  beeping. 

LOUIS.* 

NotwtlhiteadHig  the  modifying  repulse  which  the 
adraaeetof  the  hiagof  Fiaaoe  bed  met  with,  he  oon- 

ttnucd,  with  laudable  assiduity,  his  efforts  for  peace. 
The  fact  b,  tiiat  the  Dutch  nation  in  general,  and  tbe 
peDtionaiy  Hetasios  ia  particular,  were,  as  Loait  welt 
haew,  deriioai  to  terminate  the  war,  aad  of  opfaiion  that 
the  ooaoestions  of  hit  most  christian  majesty  formed  a 
solid  ground  of  accommudation.  But  the  courts  of 
Vieana  and  London  weie  eager  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  war,  with  and  for  the  avowed  parpese  of  wtntingthe 
whole  Spanish  monarchy  from  the  prince,  who  had  now 
held  it  for  ten  years,  by  the  best  of  titk-s — the  g^ood-w  ill 
and  affectioaof  his  subjects.  In  the  month  of  April, 
1709,  Mr.  tecrelarjr  Bojte  iaformt  the  duhe  of  MaAo* 
fough,  then  at  the  Hague,  that  hb  grace's  letter,  of  the 
t5th,  was  read  on  Sundny  at  the  cabinet  council,  where 
M.  Buy^'s  poiilics  of  the  dismemlx^ring  tbe  Spauisb  mo* 
Baichy,.and  cdatinaiag  thaficoaieiencet  with  monaiear 
Roaill^  wave  thoaght  yery  disagreeable.'*  And  on  the 
15lh  July  ensuing,  the  conferences  beir)g  at  that  time 

eondudMii  Mr.  Boyle,  affirms  to  lord  XoHnsbead,  oaa 

« lambtrti. 


of  the  plnipoleiiairitt  te  IMknd,  Iw' 

linjesly  Hiittkf  she  Imd  Msmi  lo  Expect  that  Tofcy's 
letter  should  not  have  b«vn  answered  till  her  majtts  v's 
Ihtfoghfs  upon  it  had  been  known,  (hat  so  the  senti- 
MMCi  bcHh  of  EttgHmd  and  Holteiid  might  h«f«  hm 
cAptcMcd  it  the  same  time  QpM  so  itiee  a  ititiject,  $mA 

of  80  nnoch  conscqiMMico. — I  must  own,  says  he,  fo  your 
excellency,  that  her  majesty  w  ould  not  have  agreed  10 
the  pensiomiy'e  answer  <e  de  Toccy»  because  it  shows 
loo  gveat  a  desire  to  tieat  with  the  French.  WhHietrer 
the  negotiations  shall  l>e  renewed,  it  is  mos?  pmhable 
that  the  giealest  diiilculty  Hili  consist  in  iht:  security  to 
he  gtfeii  for  mimmg  the  SDMs-Hpanisb  iDonarchj  to 
hoMseof  Avstna,  and  partiealariy  iae  eraoaatfaig 
Spatn^  in  '^vhich  case  it  will  be  necessary  to  ini^ist^ 
oniong  other  thinip;,  that  Tad'Z,  AUcant,  l/crida,  Tor* 
lesa,  Roses,  PampelonR,  and  BadajoS)  bo  jawiedialrfy 
pvt^into  the  hands  of  the  allies,  whidi,  ibr  the  raosi 
part,  is  in  the  Fieneh  king's  power  to  do,  and  will  bo 
some  mark  of  ihc  sincerity  of  his  intent i«in  ." 

No  sooner  was  the  cain^ign  in  I'  ioiidcrs  at  an  end^ 
than  4he  conespondenoe  between  the  oiaiqiais  do  Ton^ 
aiad  the  pensionary  was  lenewed,  thraufh  the  BMdinaa 
of  M.  Pclkum,  mident  of  Holstein,  at  the  I i ague,  in 
«nrder  to  device  kotnc  equivalent,  or  substitute,  tor  the 
97lh  artide  of  the  prdinmiaiies.  And  the  Francb  lung* 
at  Impiih  went  so  fiir  as  to  oibr,  eaolnsive  of  his  royal 
promise  not  to  assist  his  prrmdson,  kintr  Philip,  directly 
or  indiiect\y ,  three  Ibrtihed  towns  on  the  ir  ieHUsh  it4itk^ 
tier,  sis  a  security  for  the  perfonnnnoe  of  it,  to  he  fo« 
stored  to  France  when  Spain  shonld  he  deliversd  nfi  t« 
king  Charles.   MuX  this  was  treated  as  a  very  un^aii^ 
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der  tohwHh  IlioBe  places  in  Spain  whicli  actaally 

in  his  bands.    This  he  |)cremp(oTily  refused,  and  like- 
wise the  ensuing  demand,  that  (he  three  fortified  tov  oi^ 
lo  ba  held  in  piedgsy  tliottld  beBtyonna  and  PairpifsMa 
on  tke  ^da of  Spain,  and  Tbioa? ilia  on  Uuit  of  Uie  aii»- 
pire.    Even  on  the  frontier  of  Flanders,  Douay,  ArraB, 
and  Cambray  were  declared  excepted  placets,  and  it  was 
plaiolj  aiWilcid  thai  tke  kiagof  Fiance  csimld  not  part 
Hith  tlM  kejf*  of  the  kin^om.   it  was  thenefofa  aridenl 
that,  notwithstanding  the  anxious  desire  of  Louis  to 
withdraw  hinudf  from  the  war,  his  professions  were  not 
altogether  siAoen>-*that  lie  was  well  aware  Mistanea 
umld  benada  by  Spain  to  the  ezecalian  of  Ibe  tmrfj^ 
that  the  Spanish  monarchy  would  n(»t,  and  couhl  not, 
be  surrendered  into  the  baads  of  ibe  allies  at  the  end  of 
twa  numtbs,  and  dpectin^  Ibe  towns  otfetod  in  pMga 
to  be  letaiaeil,  he wonld  itot  partwithsacb  as woaUl  lajr 
his  kingdom  open  to  invasion.    He  hoped  and  belM<9cd 
that  the  king  of  Spain  would  be  able,  by  resistance,  fo 
abtain  some  eompenmtieii  or  prorision  himself, 
thtm^b  abandoned  to  lis  fiiteby  Pmaee,  nnd'iC  woatl 
have  been  much  better  to  have  made  such  prorfeion, 
openly  and  avowedly,  a  sine  qua  non  of  the  treaty.  Bat 
lis  entrenieeageinness  to  ptocme  peace  for  himself^  nnda 
bim  willing  to  leave  He  efent  of  the  Spaniel  watio  ' 
chance,  and  gave  an  air  of  insincerity  to  his  ctmduct 
throughout  the  whole  course  of  the  transaction.  After 
WMietlnie)  M.  Torey  wrolo  to  Pati^nn  to  detise,  sfnea 
the  point  m  dispiHa  eotttd  not  be  adJniM  by  IHteiS 
that  passes  might  be  granted  ftir  some  miiHstere  from 
France  to  coma  to  liolland|  and  rcnaw  the  couieieoeesy 
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or  (hat  Peikum  might  be  permitted  to  go  to  France  ih 
try  if  his  presence  conld  help  lo  find  oat  an  expedienl 

tbat  had  hithrrlo  been  entlcavourrd  in  vain.  The  WrU 
jof  tiiese  aUcrnatives  the  Slates  General  refused  in  the 
pieaent  crisis  of  diatniit  and  uncertainty,  Imt  consented 
4hat  theHolstein  resident  shonid  repair*  to  Piiris,  whem 

lie  accordingly  arrived  late  in  the  monlli  of  IVovember^ 
(1709). 

.  While  these  Begiitiationa  veie  carrying  on^  the  kiiig 
of  Spain  pnbtishcd  a  spirited  manifesto,  protecting 

against  all  that  should  be  transacted  at  the  Hague,  or 
elsewhere,  to  his  prejudice,  as  null  and  void,  and  de- 
claring his  lesdution  to  adhere  to  his  fiuthful  Sfianiaids 

•as  long  as  there  was  a  man  of  them  that  would  stand  by 
him.  After  a  stay  of  ten  dnys  only  at  Paris,  M.  1\  tkum 
returned  to  the  Hague,  with  a  puj  cr  importing,  agree- 
ably to  hk  former  declaration,  that  it  would  be  impos- 
dble  for  the  king  of  France  to  execute  the  37th  article 
of  the  preliminaries,  even  though  his  majesty  could  re- 
solve to  sign  it  ;  l)ut  that  his  most  christian  majesty, 
suppressing  the  form  of  the  preliminajries,  but  pieserving 

.  the  substance,  was  disposed  to  treat  on  the  foundatiosi 

,of  the  conditions  to  which  lie  had  conf«nted  for  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  tlic  allies,  although  be  had  declared  that 
those  conditions  should  be  voiil  if  they  weie  not  accepl- 

.  ed  daring  the  negotiation  at  the  Hague.  In  reply  lo 
this  dechuation,  the  States  General  came  to  a  unanimous 
resolution  "  that  from  this  \vay  of  procectiing  nothii^ 
could  be  inferred,  but  that  the  enemy  was  not  sincei^j 

,  disposed  to  agree  to  a  sale  peace,  &c. " 

The  king  of  France,  at  length  reluctantly  emiTinced 
of  the  necessity  of  making  farther,  aud  more  explicit 
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concessions^  dispatched  M.  IbbervUIc  to  Madrid  w'lih 
instructioiiBi  whkli  he  was  to  communicate  only  to  the 
king  of  Spain  himtelf.   His  visit  was  short,  and  he  ap- 
peared to  be  ill  received,  bis  mission  beinL'',  in  all  proba- 
bility, of  a  nature  very  un{>leasaj)t,  and  inlended  to  pre- 
pafe  the  king  of  Spain  for  that  scene  of  humiliation  and 
disgrace  whkk  pom  seemed  awaiting  htm.  In  the  months 
of  January  and  February,  (1710)  new  overtures  were 
made  by  M.  Torcy  to  tlie  States,  through  the  medium 
of  ii.  Petkum^  not  materially  varying  from  the  formers 
Iml  a  decisive  answer  was  letomed  (February  I3y  N.  S.) 
"  that  the  allies  required  that  his  most  christmn  mn  i(>sf  y 
should  declare,  in  plain  and  expressive  words,  that  he 
consented  to  all  the  preliminaries  except  the  scven-and- 
thirtieth  article,  which  done,  the  allies  would  send  pass- 
ports to  his  roinif^eri  to  treat  of  an  equivalent  for  that 
article."    Seeing  no  remedy,  the  court  of  Versailles  ac- 
ceded to  this  proposition,  and  the  small  and  remote  city 
of  Geitruydenberg  was  fixed  upoa  as  the  place  of  con- 
gress, instead  of  the  Ilagoe,  which,  on  account  of  the 
advantages  which  it  alfordc<l  for  facilitatiiii^  tfie  nego- 
tialion,  the  French  court  would  gladly  have  preferrccL 
On  the  19th  March,  the  French  plenipotentiaries, 
Messrs.  le  marechal  due  O'lIxeUcs  and  Tabbe,  aflisr- 
wards  cardinal  de  Polignac,  arrived  at  GerlriiydeubiTi^, 
where  they  held  divers coniercnocs  with  M.  lluys  and  M. 
.yiioderdiissenf  who  were  again  nominated  for  this  pur- 
pose by  the  States.   The  Fronch  ministers  declared,  in 
«*xplirit  terms,  (hat  notwithstajiding  ilm  iru liriiiiioii  of 
'  hia  most  christian  majesty  for  peace,  Ik*  could  never  be 
prevailed  upon  to  enter  into  a  war  with  his  grandson,  or 
lake  any  other  violent  measures  agaiiRt  him«  They  ca- 
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I»rgcd  on  (lie  aficctioa  of  ihc  Spimianis  ior  tjiat  priac^ 
<nd  at  Urt  dedarod  Umy  gair  no  gtfcffr  iy pud  wmt  for  pr»> 

curing  llic  Spanish  aioDajrchj  to  kmi^  Cbarks  ikan  to 

j^fivc  a. share  of  it  to  king  Philip  ;  to  whom  iliey  at  first 
j)ropa>cd    a&bign  NnpU's  and  li^iciiyi  tUen  the  kingdom 
•f  Arnigon;  ajid  lastly,  tliM  he  mdd  OOBteoi  kinjaiif 
with  Sicilj,  Sardinkt  tmi  the  %nmiUx  plaois  on  the 
coast  of  Tuscany,  again  oficring  Uircc  or  even  four  for- 
Imses  in  Flmkrs  a$  a  ^uirity  fof  ibQ  seirender  of 
Spain  in  two  moniJ^.  U|MNi  ihe  veport  mmde  at  the 
Hague,  bj  Byjrs  aii0  YandQfriwNen^  of  the  moM  of  the 
conferences  already  held,  count  Zinzendorf,  the  Iniperiat 
minister,  thought  tit  to  declare,  "  that  Ijie  emix*ror  liis 
ma&tcr  could  not  conscat  U  my  j^tUioo  of  the  Spanish 
dominions,  and  thmfore  pioposad  tket  the  Fmch  pit^ 
nipotcntiaries  should  be  forthwith  dimisfwd.**  If.  Pet^ 
kum  was  tb^reujx)n,  aiul  in  consequence  of  a  unanimous 
Ksoludoo  of  iJbe  winistcis  of  all  the  aUicil  courts,  coo* 
Tcncd  for  that  purpose,  desiied  to  wyi<e  to'  tiic  Frencii 
plenipotentiaries     that  seeint^  they  had  nothiiis^  fufther 
to  propose,  and  tlie  allies  nothing  more  to  say  tlian  what 
they  had  said  before,  it  was  to  do  purpose  to  coniiime 
useless  conforenoes/'  The  inportaat  city  of  Donay  was 
by  this  time  dosely  invested,  and  roif^ht  he  considend 
as  in  the  possession  of  the  confederates,  and  a  grand 
council  being  convened  at  \'er&ailleii  to  take  iutooonsi* 
deration  the  state  of  tlie  kingdom,  high  debates  aBsae ; 
some  insisting  upon  the  necessity  of  peace,  upon  any 
terms,  to  preserve  France  from  ruin;  and  others,  ^^i^U 
more  luagnauimity,  declaring  that  it  was  better  to  put 
all  to  the  hazard  than  to  siibmit  to  terms  so  unjust  and 
jjgnomiiiious.  The  French  pteaipotentiarics  at  lengtli 
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having  teccired  another  courier  ftom  TetyaSleBy  dedaidl 

to  M.  Buys  and  M .  VanderdtiKsen,  that  his  moat  cliiw- 
tian mayiest^  haJ  been  prevailed  upon  to  recede  from  the 
ferrocr  deooand  jbe  had  madp  of  Naples,  Sicilj^Sardiniiy 
and  the  places  on  tte  coast  of  Tuscan and  would  eon* 
tent  himself  with  Sicily  and  Sardinia;  and  if  <1ie  kin^, 
bis  grandson,  would  not  acquiesce  in  this  proj^osal, 
.tkoiigh  h9  could  by  no  mm  declare  war  against  kimt 
lie  would  foxnisli  a  swn  of  mtmey  towiwds  flie  diarges 
tif  a  war  to  be  continued  against  him  till  he  had  snr* 
Tendered  Spain  and  the  Indies  to  tlie  lionsc  of  Austria; 
and  the  Fsench  plenipotentiaries  were  empowered  to 
i>ftr  U»e  tarn  of  9Q0fi0O  livrw  per  isonth  in  the  first 
ftance,  by  way  of  subsidy  for  this  purpose,  which  was 
afterwards  iyncreased  to  one  million :  Valenciennes,  \a 
lieu  o(  a^l  otUcr  cUumf*  was  likewise  added  to  the  Dutck 
barrier^,  and  ^ven  Alsace  was  yielded  to  the  empiret  m 
jcoadition  of  the  to-establbhmeot  of  the  electors  of  Ba-  « 
varui  and  Coloi^nc     Before  the  conferences  were  con- 
xladedf  ibfi  l^in^  uf  Spain  signified  (hat  he  would  acirisr 
.ceoaent  to  Dpiuiquish  the  crown  of  Spain  for  any  com- 
pensatjons  upon  which  the  king  of  France,  in  the  agony 
of  anjjer  and  despair,  instructed  his  niinibters  nol  tu  in- 
sist furl  lier  upon  j^n  fqui  alent,  but  to  renew  the  oder 
ofsubMdtcs. — Tpriy^  yo1»  iL  p.  li(0, 

Even  this  last  and  greatest  conce^fton  was,  with  rquat 
pride  and  full  J,  rejected;  and  the  miiiisU^rs  of  France 
.were  iufornied  iliat  the  allies  insisted  to  have  Spain  and 
the  Indies  delivered  up  according  to.  the  tenor  of  the  prcv 
liminaries.  At  the  same  time  it  was  insinuated  that  the 
allies  nii_L'"ht,  in  the  way  of  favor,  permit  tlieij-  troops  in 
Pprtu^i  ^nd  Catalonia  to  co^o^^crs^lo  with  iUmi  uf 


I 


704  APPENDIX. 

Trance  for  favoring  the  conquest  of  Spain  ;  but  even 
this  assistance  was  to  be  limited  to  the  space  of  two 
montliSy  at  th*  end  of  which  Uroe^  if  the  bfuoness  was 
'not  acooroplued,  the  traoe  M  to .terminale,  and  they 
tvcre  a^xain  (o  prosecute  hostilities  a^insf  France. 
1/istly,  if  was  intimated  to  the  Freiicli  plenipotciuiarirs 
that  they  bhoakl  have  permission  to  coniinae  15  days  at 
Gcrtntydenberg  to  veceive  a  final  answer.  On  the  de- 
livery of  this  haufrlit}'  and  dictatorial  memmge  to  the 
king  of  France,  as  M.  Mchiiager  relates,  p.  23,  that  mo 
narch  exclaimed  with  astomshment^  Bon  Dieu !  Good 
God!  willtbef  not  be  content  to  bate  the  king  of  Spam 
tlcdironed,  but  will  they  have  roe  to  do  it  with  my  own 
hands  V  lie  immcdiiiteJj  signified  to  liis  ministers  that 
he  wanted  no  time  to  deliberate  whether  he  should  en- 
gage to  perform  what  he  knew  it  was  not  in  bis  power 
to  execute.  Having  now  done  all  that  was  possible  for 
liim  to  obtain  peace  in  vain,  his  mind,  which  had  been 
extremely  agitated,  grew  calm^  and  his  health,  \%hich 
was  much  injured,  became  more  firm.  France  bad  at* 
rived  at  the  ultimate  point  of  depression,  and  the  alte, 
intoxicalctl  by  success,  not  perceiviiii^,  or  failing  to  seize 
the  fiivoiable  moment,  never  again  had  it  in  their  power 
even  to  propose,  and  much  less  to  impose  terms  so  iin* 
focling  and  rigorous.  At  the  breaking  up  of  the  coh- 
ierenccs,  a  Iclftr  was  sent  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
Fiance,  (July  24,  1710)  to  the  pensionary  of  Holland, 
in  the  king's  name,  expressed  in  the  following  empbatic 
language : 

His  majesty  hns  long  since  declared  that,  for  the  • 
sake  of  sure  and  definitive  peace,  he  would  grant  suck 
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i^aadiUons  as  were  in  his  power  (o  perform ;  bat  he  will 
jMfflr  prcMiite  Uiat  whkk  lie  knows  is  impossible  for 
him  to  perfiim.  If  through  llie  injustioe  and  obstinacy 
ol*  his  enemia»  h(^  is  dcpriTed  of  all  ho|>es  of  obtaining  a 
pence;  <faca  placing  his  confidence  on  the  providence  of 
God,  who  can,  mhmlm  thinks  it»  hnwbis  those  who 
mxm  pnM  up  wHk  ■wnpiiteid  prosperity,  and  who 
make  no  account  of  the  public  calamities  and  tlie  effu- 
sion of  christian  biood,  he  will  leave  it  to  (he  judgdient 
4»f  nU  £arope»  and  oven  oi  jte-piopie  of  £i^hind  and 
Hoiknid,  ie  find  o«it  thotrot  Khstsof  tlie  continuance 
of  such  a  bloody  war."    This  extraordinary  termina* 
tion  of  a  negotiation,  wkicb  kaii  been  so  long  pending, 
and  fiDOi  which  0>  much  waso^gpaledt  gave  the  highest 
disgnst  to  all  persons  capahfe  f|f  raiection,  and  who 
were  not  wholly  biu.^sed  by  the  spirit  of  party,  both  in 
England  and  Holland.    By  conceding  the  grand  point 
that  FhiUp  ski^ukl  be  suieied  to  mmmm  m  possession  of 
Spain  and  the  Indies,  from  whidi  it  was  evident  he 
could  not  be  expelled,  without  a  fresh  and  immense  ef« 
fusion  of  blood  and  treasure,  and  the  violation  of  every 
principle  of  political  and  national  right,  the  archduke 
bemg  originally  the  object  of  general  dislike,  and  now 
of  universal  abhoncnce  in  Spain,  the  allies  might  have 
obtained  the  most  pertect  sati^aciion  as  to  all  their  just 
and  reasoimble  demands ;  and  indeed  as  to  many  that 
were  neither  just  or  leasonable.   From  this  time  a  nam* 
ber  of  publications,  for  the  most  part  ably  written,  ap- 
peared in  succession  from  the  press  in  England,  stating 
the  unreasonableness  of  oiiTjing  on  the  war  for  the  sako- 
of  gntifyiiig  the  boundless  and  blood-thirsty  ambition 
of  the  house  of  Austria,  the  iibiatiable  avarice  o(  the 
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duke  of  Murlborougili  and  the  implacsble  mcirtintoC 
nf  prince  Eugene^  wlio  ym  teportod  to  htM  nid  tlM 

notliinc^  would  give  ftim  so  much  pWsumis  to  enter  the 
Louvre  with  a  lighted  torch  in  his  hand.  Amongst 
these  pnblieatiiMm,  by  fox  Hm  moait  vemaikable  iva» 
'SwiPT*^  <•  Ohntee  of  tb«  MIM^*^  of  winch  detev 
thousand  copies        sold  in  a  few  weeks.    8aeh  wcie 
the  strong  imd  strikrnir  colours  in  which  truth  was  ex- 
hibited in  ibis         cclebittted  pmnpAifet,  and  m  such 
broad  dnjr-liirtit  ifcttiaWilifcoto  ^pte  wftioh  tko  mUb  of 
the  question  r(^fe(>1?l»W«tft  pheedf  tkat  it  seeifeed  to  pro- 
duce an  instant  and  entire  conviction.  Far  from  being  of 
'the  opinion  of  an  a<tmii|d»wfHer  of  oar  own  iimcBf  tluit 
<he  undentanAng  #tfHblie  instructedl  tbrough  the  pas- 
sions," nothing  of  dedamation,  notbing  of  gaudy  tinsel 
eloquence,  nothing  of  gross  and  vulgar  abuse,  is  to  be 
found  in  this  almost  pcribct  production  of  reai>oo«  And 
had  it  been  ofend  as  a  pleading  before  the  fiunons  an* 
tient  court  of  Areopagus,  Wl^c»  admit  ted  of  no  appeal  fo 
the  passions,  it  mast,  In'  those  cnlighfeiied  judges,  have 
been  pronounced  worthy  of  the  highest  aji])lausey  while 
the  gorgoons  sophtstiy  of  a  Veilxne  and  florid  dechuoMf^ 
and  of  sncb  an  one  ihh  nation  has  recently  been,  at  a 
jnost  critical  moment,  the  delighted  du|x*,  would  hare 
"been  rejected  with  scorn  ami  indignation.. 
*  Soon  after  the  conclitsioit  of  this  negotiation  at  CSer» 
fniydenberg,  matten  took  a  torn  very  favorable  to 
France.    For,  in  consequence  of  llie  disaster  which  br- 
leil  the  Knglish  troops  serving  in  Spain,  undec  general 
Stanhope,  at  Brthiicga,  and  the  ensuing  battle  of  ViHk 
Viciosa,  the  allies  were  reduced  to  take  idielter  undei* 
the  walls  of  Barcelona,  and  tlie  gjrciU,  aiui  lutul  ciianpt 
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<yf  miaistry  inEiigUuidnMdekiB  m\iA  Utttofemtof 
tii6  emift  iif  Iiondoii)  .m  ft  wu  agiimLIc  fo  Hie  peiwnid 

inclination  of  the  queen,  to  put  a  sj^eedy  end  to  the  war, 
the  coatinuance  of  which  ^vas  so  essential  to  the  per* 
inaneney  of  the  didv  of  Marlbmq^h's  power  ftod 
gretttfieBs.  P^f^erioof,  Ihdeed,  fo  Ao  dlinifnioii  of  Die 
W'hij^  administration,  as  we  arc  informed,  the  queen,  who 
was  habituated  implicitly  to  acquiesce  in  such  measures 
as  ivm  veoommended  to  her  by  the  lAiBisters,  began  lo 
heiftate,  to  enquinriato  partiMlaii,  to  dirfike,  or  de- 
cline giving  her  consent,  and  tlie  like.  And  when  upon 
one  occasion  sone  papers  were  brought  to  her  relative 
td  the  accessary  preparations  Ibr  <be  ensotng  eampaign, 
0he  was  observefl,  in  si<^nin{^  Ihem,  to  sigh  deeply,  and 
to  shed  tears  :  exclaiming  with  emotion,  Loud,  when 
will  this  spilling  of  blood  be  at  an  end  Tlie  extreme 
engemess  of  the  toiy  ministers,  now  in  power,  to  eflfeet  a 
padlicafion,  in  a  great  degree,  nevertheless,  counteracted 
their  own  purpose.  For  the  kin^  ofFrnnce  possessed 
too  much  political  discernment  not  to  take  what  indeed 
oould  scarody  be  called  an  unfair  advantafi:e  of  it.  M« 
Mesnager  relates,  that  aftnr  he  had  received  the  king's 
directions  to  repair  to  Enf^land,  his  majesty  altered  his 
intention,"  saying  to  him,  there  was  uo  need ;  for  that 
things  would  go  on  as  well  he  could  desire,  and  the 
new  minuter  would  soon  stand  in  need  of  his  assistance.^ 
And  he  farther  observes,  "  that  in  the  space  of  a  few 
weeks  circumstances  were  so  changed,  as  to  induce  the 
English  ministers  to  seek  that  of  the  king,  which  of  all 
cithers  in  the  world  his  majesty  was  most  anxi<.?ns  about, 
and  whicli  the  French  nation  stood  in  so  murh  necessity 
of,  that  two  months  before  the  king  would  have  given 
so^  millions  to  haTe  had  it  brought  to  pass." 
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But  as-llie.fcillg  fommm  now  tlMt  what  he  desired  s9 

much  would  soon  be  asLod  of  him  to  ^rant,  his  ma jcsl y 
was  too  wise  to  push  his  game  iq(>  fm^t ;  but  resolved  to 
«taiid  lUU,  vwiuie  and  wot  what  wuid  lie  tiie  iam  oC 
these  gr^t  evcflte.   It  is  tfwt  Hkh  obliged  hh  majesty  U> 
run  till!  risque  of  «Tuotli or  r.impaiffn,  and  some  were  very 
Unqstsy  at  that  circumstance, cspeciiUly  when  they  beard 
tiiat  the  duite  of  MaribonMigk  was  ooDtiniiad  in  tlie 
mand  of:  tlie  array  .   Howir9<cr,  his -majesty  was  raaolvBd 
to  venture — for  tliough  a  campais^n  were  (o  t^rovx  un- 
aucce8tffd>  the  enemy  coald  uot  rationally  t)e  supposed 
to  penetaale.fiiMlier  tlnaCambfi^i  aad  tke  afiaks  of 
England  plainly  told4i|n-tliat  if  (hey  did  hold  tocher 
for  one  camjxiipjn,  they  would  (•ri(aiidy  break  before- 
another;  ihateijher  the du|^  of  Marlborough  would  not 
serve  anoHier  eap«b^,  or  that  they  would  not  tmst 
him,  and  so  it  pnnwd.   As  the  Fronch  array  took  post 
wisely  on  the  Schdd,  in  order  to  cover  Canibniy  and 
Arras  a(  the  same  time,  the  king  ordered  luarectiai  V  il- 
lais,  who  eonunaodcd  thcxn,  to  avoid  a  battle  if  possible. 
The  niarechal  so  well  discliargod  himsdf  of  Ibis  trust, 
that  lie  not  only  avoided  fi/r)ittnir,  but  did  cttecfually 
cover  those  two  places,  so  that  the  coaiedcrate  array,, 
though  qiuch  superior,  never  could  come  near  them, 
and  were  glad  to  inish  what  they  called  a  glorious  cmn" 
pni^tty  with  thesiefjve  and  (akini?  of  liouchuin. — iUr.?- 

ttagcrs  Memoirs^       67.  [  ide  Alcsnager^  Torc^f^ 

Qmncjyf  Lamberiif  Tmdaif  Somarillcy  4t« 
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.  IfABQUJS  OB  TOBCV, 

THE  TREATY  OP  UTKBdiT. 

•  •  • 

# 

VOL.  III.  ]K  18.--Diinn|p  ike  ^m/mmy  of  aarecbal 
Taliiurd  l^kln^  WtHbni,  ft  print  mnmd  GndOer^  wo^ 

of  a  mmrliiint  at  St.  Gcrmaine's,  pn&sed  into  England* 
He  said  mas^tii  the  cliapel  of  the  aubaMdor,  andiintra^ 
il«oed  bkoaelf  to  tketml  ofiersky,  uto  Imd  hem  ipn* 
basHidor  ifi  FvHoiee  Hmt  poare  of 'Rjjrswiek^  ani 
wlifwr  lady  wras  a  cathf»!i€.  Tht  cbapel  of  tlie  I  rencii 
minister  no  longer  Ix^m^  occupied,  be  bad  ofiidaicil  Uk 
tlMitof  tbe  cotint  de^Mtes  worywi  Londoa  mmin 
cbanN^ler  ofamfinalrMSor  <lf  (be  «icbdiifco»  iuii^  of 
Spain.  •  • 

The  carl  of  Jcrsfy,  conMseteil  uriili  the  nnw  adnoiii^^ 
stratkmy  proposed  QmgMetwk  a  €OBfidcalial.pnQii»  itsy 
obsGBfv,  imd  wcR  €|aoiilM,  in  both  mpecta^  to  bo  dto^ 
pn*fd  on  a  mission  to  Prince,  i  ffc  pro  OiititHi  \v;i$ 
accc'pfed,  and  Jersey  wa&aalhorieed  io  inslrnct  Gaul  K^r 
mballjy  and  without  catni&tbi^  lliai  'wilb  m  9)08^ 

«  Tlie  instmcfion  c^n?ii8tecl  in  maLirrg  known  io  iht 
luagof  Fi9Aos,  thai  tho  new  tmakOm  to  wbaoi  tbp 
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queen  of  Great  Britain  ba^  confided  t!)c  care  of  her 
tffaim  wished  for  jKace,  and  believed  it  to  be  necessaiy 
for  Ihe  welfare  of  the  kingdom ;  that  il  did  not  dc|ieiid 
Upon  tfiem  to  open  a  particuhir  negotiation  with  France, 
being  compelled  for  their  own  safety  to  observe  great 
caation ;  that  it  was  therefore  necessary  lor  the  king  to 
propose  onoe  more  to  the  States  General  a  renewal  of 
the  conferences  f^r  a  general  peace;  that  when  they 
should  be  opened,  the  aial^assadors  named  by  Enrrlancl  to 
aariai  therein  would  have  orders  so  predse,  that  i(  would 
not  be  practicable  for  the  republic  of  Holland  (o  pre* 
▼ent  a  favorable,  termination. 

The  abbe  Gaulticr  having  reached  Nieuport  on  llic 
loth  Jaaoary  1711,  apprised  the  secretary  of  state  of  his 
panage.  His  arriYal  at  TenaiUesqiiicUy  followed  upon 
liis  message.-  Repairing  to  the  apartment  of  the  secre- 
tary of  slate,  "  Will  yoUyVsaid  he,  "  have  peace? 
I  come  to  idl  you  by  ^vhat  aaeaas  ii  amj  be  obtained 
independent  of  the  Dutch,  unworthy  at  tli^  are  of  tho 
king's  goodneis,  ^nd  of  the  honor  which  be  has  rcpcaN 
ediy  done  them,  to  address  himself  to  them  as  to  the 
pacificators  ol  Europe."  To  ask  at  that  period  a  jniiib»tcr 
of  state  in  France  if  he  wished  for  peace,  was  to  ask  of 
a  sick  man,  languishing  under  a  long  and  dangerous 
malady,  if  he  dcsirctl  to  be  restored  to  health.  The 
t>ferture  thus  made  lmn§  discussed  in  council,  Torcy 
piopowd  to  reply  to  Ganltier»  and  to  charge  him  to  in* 
form  the  minislera  of  the  queen  of  Groat  Britain,  that  the 
king,  justly  offended  at  the  conduct  of  the  States  Ge- 
neral, would  hear  no  more  of  peace  by  the  medium  of 
Holland,  bat  timi  he  wonld  tiial  with  pleaMue  thmg)i 
titt  hKenenHrai  oC  Gmat  flntain*  The  king  appromi 
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ikm  advice ;  tlie  abb^  look  Ihs  leave,  an 4  a  lew  days 

after  lusarriviti  in  London  Ive  icrole^  that  ^iiice  the  king 
liad  so  just  reasonii  not  to  rejic'w  any  nc^iatioo  with 
lioUaud,  nor  throngk  ihfi  ckaancl  of  that  rejpttbUe, 
British  ministers  desired  Htat  liis  majesty  would  please 
to  coinniuniciite  to  tfiein  the  proposilioiis  whi(  h  he  had 
to  make  respectiug  tha  general  peace,  which  proposi^ 
tions  they  would  transiiiU  to  UeUandi  their  dcsiga  beii^ 
to  commetice  a  ne^liation  in  concert  with  their  allies  t 
but  they  hoped  that  the  ofters  which  his  luajesiy  hhouUl 
propose  through  the  mcUtum  of  I'ngland,  would  not  be 
less  advaiitageotts  than  those  which  lie  kad  nttikiatel^f 
made  at  the  confrrenceH  of  Crertruydonberc^,  asd  tbat^ 
fur  the  hotior  of  Ef^gki.hl,  he  would  upt  propose  cou- 
ditbns  iuforior  to  the  preoediii^  oiies*  It  was  dimply 
answered  on  the  p^  of  his  majeMfy,  that  haviag  beoa 
repulsed  in  his  application  to  tfie  Dutch  government,  he 
proposed  to  the  queen  ot*  Great  K.itain  to  ct)nveue  aa 
assembly  of  the  minislers  of  4dl  tike  powers  engaged  in 
the  war,  and  to  opea  oonfimiofSi  bHbre  the  campaigii. 
bes^an,  for  regnlatiag  the  conditions  of  a  geacral  aftd 
dcliiiitive  peace, 

Caullier  a'tamed  ia  a  hm  days  to  Veisailles.  lie 
reported,  that  the  pn^MwitioM  laade  Vf  aider  of  the  kiaif  *. 
had  appeared  too  ir^aerat*  to  the  coaJicil  of  England. 
He  was  charged  io  insist  apou  conditiofis  more  particu- 
lar, and  digested  in  such  a  manner  thai  the  Englisb 
ministers  mi|ritt  be  caabled  to  eoromiiuioate  them  to' 
Holland,  as  pro|>er  to  seryc  for  a  basis  to  the  fijcnernl 
treaty.  The  king  accordingly  caus<rd  a  memorial  to 
b^paeparedi  audi  as  the  English  oiinisleisdcsifod.  XJie 
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«bb6  GanMflr,  vrho  wm  entrusted  wHh  the  conreytMoe 

of  it,  set  out  on  the  28th  April  upon  his  return  to 
XiOndon.  The  councii  of  England,  satisfied  nith  the 
propoMtioos,  lost  not  a  moment  in  the  tronsausston  of 
them  to  HoHand* 

P.  J 10.  Galhs,  accustomed  to  see  the  whole  authority " 
of  government  iu  the  hands  of  iko  whigs,  stcdfaslly  be- 
lieved tiiat  tMr  credit  was  never  to,  be  sliaken.  lie 
fiould  not  prevail  upon  himself  to  think  that  the  favor 
of  the  queen  was  suliicient  to  maintam  the  tories  in  pos- 
session of  power.  Many  whigs,  like  GalLas,  reirardcd  a 
total  ohaage  of  system  as  a  thing  impossible.  They 
fmej  hoifei^9  under  apprdMnsions  too  important  to 
be  neglected.  It  was  therefore  resolved  ainouG:  them, 
that,  in  order  to  dissipate  the  storm  which  seemed  con- 
tinually to  incfease^  the  ministers  of  the  allies  resident 
at  the  court  of  England  should  nqucst  of  their  irspec- 
tive  masters  positive  orders  to  repft?8cnt  boldly  to  the 
queen,  that  she  could  not  change  iter  miui&tcrs  \iilhout 
OKtreme  injury  to  the  common  cause. 

Count  liaflisi  was  then  in  London,  in  quality  of  envoy 
from  the  duKc  of  Savoy.  The  representative  of  an  able 
prince,  he  was  no  less  sagacious  and  adroit  than  his 
jnaster.  He  had  been  a  long  time  employed  in  the 
same  capacity  in  ikft  reign  of  the^ate  king.  His  expe- 
rience, and  the  intimate  knowled^  he  had  attained  of 
the  genius  of  the  English  nation,  sufiiced  to  convince 
him  that  .it  was  not^  and  could  not  be,  agreeable  to  the 
inclination  of  any  sovereign,  nor  €ar  the  service  of  any 
prinee,  or  conducive  to  the  well-bt.ung  of  his  (loininions^ 
that  the  choice  or  the  dismission  of  his  ministers  should 
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depend  upon  tlie  partiality  or  tlie  dislike,  mH  or  ill 
feanded,  of  a  foreign  power.    Maflei,  following  hts  owm 

«nligl!tcned  ideas,  therefore  refusal  to  enter  iuto  the  pro- 
posed association. 

The  cessation  of  hosiiUlies  between  ifatf 
troops  of  France  and  England  in  Flanders  beini;:  pub- 
lished in  both  armies,  it  was  proposed  to  lord  Holiriir-' 
broke  to  extend  the  siime  to  the  seas  as  well  as  the  land. 
On  this  occasion  Boliiigbroke  made,  on  the  part  of  tiie. 
ipMen,  bis  mistress,  a  dciMnd  till  then  nol«Ym<tlM  snb^ 
jixjt  of  disoo^sion.   lie  veprpsentod  that  of  all  iht  a1He» 
whose  interests  and  jiist  pretensions  that  princess  had  at' 
licart,  there  was  no  one  whom  sbc^o  much-tlmred  io 
favour  as  the  duke  of  Savvey ;  that  ^ia  partislity  miglit* 
•even  prove  the  means  of  uidueinsr  that  Y)rfnce  to  become 
•  a  party  in  such  engai^emenfs  as  !inil  been  already  taken^^ 
and  to'convince  him  that  he  ha<i  iiolhini^  to  apprelkcnd 
from  tlie  insults  of  the  imperial  cmirf,  while  he  waspve^- 
♦ccfed  ')v  France  and  En^and.    tie  then  proposed,  i« 
the  name  oi  tlie  qnoe;),  to  ixivc  the  kinj^doni  of  Sickly  to 
the  duke;  adding,     This  is  a  thin^  tVoni  wiiich  she- 
camnot  recede  ;^-c'c8t  noe  chose  doni  ellc  ne  sauealt  se* 
d^ister/' 

The  enemies  of  her  government,  an  J  ol  i^Dlin-jbrokc- 
personally,  published  atter  the  death  of  iiiai  princess,' 
and  under  the  leigii  of  the  drnkeol'  Hanover,  thai  tte- 
demand  of  ISieily  for  the  duJceof  Savoy,  was  mait  wtUi«*  t 
out  his  participation  :  that  he  np|x;ared  extremely  Tigi-* 
taled  when  informed  of  it  i>y  the  earl  of  jPckrboruugh,  • 
iostaatly  declaring  Io  bin,  that  ke  was  not  sotgme^y  - 
dlesiroos  of  Iho  vain  tilto  of  king,  as  to  sacrifioe  9m¥  teal' 
iuterc:>i5  tg  the  ili-plLiccd  aiubiliou  of  obtaiiiiii^  ^iii^  Jiicir 
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extraordinary  than  to  leave  to  a  |)rince,  defeated  aiid 
beaten,  in  possession  of  the  prize  so  lonja:  disputed,  that 
piiie  which  the  parliament  of  England  had  so  frequently 
•AiKw»!edg«d  arf  a«rtfld  to  bs  the  tr«e  and  pra 
motive  to  the  war."  This  unforeseen  deoiand  in  fcvoof 
of  the  duke  of  Savoy  occasioned  new  embarrassments 
io  the  ■egotialion  £ir  peace.  Thb  preteosioa  esu^ited 
^mlsr  diagiin  in  the  bieaet  of  the  king,  inaamnch  aa 
the  intention  of  his  majesty  had  always  been  to  engage, 
the  king  of  Spain  to  cede  the  kingdom  of  Sicily  to  the 
dector  of  Bavaria,  as  an  lademnification  Sot  the  lasses 
whMh  hkMlhfel  obeorvanoeof  theeagageasents  he  had 
altered  into  had  aiused,  and  which  perhaps  he  might 
ttiH  be  liable  to  from  the  treaty  of  peace,  wbotiC  condi- 
tioos  mtt  jet  do«btftti. 

P.  The  raoee^MTe  disaatm  instaiiied  by  the 
allies,  weakeaed  the  lofty  hopes  with  which  they  had 
been  flattered  by  prince  Eugene  and  the  pensionary. 
The  laising  of  the  siige  of  Landiecy  completely  de- 
stibyed  every  lemaiader  of  confidence  in  the  piooim 
of  the  general  and  the  minister.  Nevertheless,  the 
hl^py  moment  so  much  desired  for  tlie  rHurn  of  peace 
was  Bol  arrived.  It  waa  destined  to  snfier  new  delays, 
in  oonwqoence  of  the  decisive  manner  in  which  the 
queen  of  Great  Britain  demanded  the  cenion  of  Sicily  in 
favour  of  the  duke  of  Savoy.  The  last  letter  of  lord 
Bolbigbroke  inished  with  a  kind  of  menace,  moie  cal« 
culated  to  excite  asperity  in  thexsondoci  of  the  BBg^^ 
tion,  than  to  facilitate  the  conclusion  of  it.  The  king, 
however,  did  not  chuse  that  it  should  appear  from  hij^ 
SBBwer  thai  he  was  oflended  with  the  declaiation,  which 
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the  British  muihter  had  made,  thai  the  geaml  suspen* 

sion  of  hostilities  by  sea  and  land  could  not  take  place 
till  the  kiug  had  consented  to  the  condition  in  question* 
Ln  answer,  therefore,  to  the  iasCanoes  of  BoUQgbfokety 
l^is  majesty  commanded  information  to  be  giTen  him, 
thai  dtsiring  on  his  part  the  indemnification  of  tlie 
elector  of  Bavaria,  he  would  consent  to  the  demand  of 
the  qneea  of  Great  Britain  in  fovor  of  the  doike  Samj, 
if  that  princess  >irould  endeayonr  and  engage  to  efisci 
the  establishment  of  the  elector,  as  sovereign  of  the  J>ow 
Countries,  which  territory  the  king  of  Spain  had  ai^ 
tuaUj  ceded  to  him.'' 

•  The  reply  of  lord  Roltngbroke  was  expected.  He 

wrote  word  that  he  should  be  tlie  bearer  of  it  Jiimself 
that  the  queen,  iiis  mistress,  had  ordered  him  to  posa 
^r  to  Franca,  Mrbich  he  purposed  doiofp  inunodialdj* 
.  The  sesolution  taken  by  the  queen  of  Great  Britahi 
to  send  one  of  her  principal  ministers  into  I'rance,  was 
proof  to  her  allies  that  &he  persisted  firmly  in  her  iuten« 
tion  of  concluding  a  separate  peace,  if  they  pers^xrod 
in  their  refusal  to  concur  with  her  in  nes^otiatin^  a  ge** 
neral  one.  They  even  susj^cctcd  that  this  s<  pa  rate  treaty 
was  already  sigo^,  m  soon  as  the  iuteUigence  of  lord 
Bolingbroke^a  uoezpecled  joiiniejr  was  conveyed  to 
Holland. 

The  conclusion  of  such  a  treaty  would  indeetl  a  lonaj 
time  since  have  preceded  and  anticipated  the  commission 
.with  which  this  minister  was  charged,  if  his  opittioft 
bad  prevailed.   He  had  covnsdled  the  queen,  his  mis^ 

treas,  to  prefer  a  separate  peace  to  the  suspension  of 
and  to  assure,  a^^oon  as  possible,  to  her  •Kubjecis 
(the  eiqoy  meat  of  all  the  conditions  which  the  king  had 
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jpTTiBfcd  in  fli  vor  of  Englrtna.  This  was  ihc  wny  to  ciit 
the  knot  oi  utt  the  ditiicaltus  nvbicli  tltceneioies  of  pcucc 
kad  raised  against  tbe  simple  cessation  of  bostiiitiesv 
The  example  of  Engbiid  woulil  hAre  fxen  scpod  IkXknfr 
erf:  and  it  \rrrs  certain  that  the  kings  erf*  Portn^T  and 
Fiu^iiT.  tht-  dukf  ot  Saroy,  and  even  llullaod  ibcll, 
ircmkl  not  adopt  the 'peroicioas  pollcj  of  feinaiiuiig^ 
fnrtfesp  in  tbe  war,  from  which'  England  had  letired  ; 
»ndf  f  hfft  tikr  rest  of  tfieafliesr,  ^yrthont  mcfins  and  wtthont 
strmgtli  to  siisliiia  the  liiudcn,  \)ou[d  not  coaLiuEie  it 

Ttie  conmel  given  bj  BoHngbroke  was  opposed  bjr 
Ukr:  lonflreasurer,  too  attentive  to  please  Ibe  doke  of 
llanf>rer,  aivd  4ciirin<^  fiis  vengeance  when  Fk*  «ht>'iilcf  af- 
t  Mn  to  the  possession  of  tbe  cxown  of  Great  Hrxtaia.  1ft 
was  determined  thereibce  to  adhere  to  tbe  picjtTCt  of  » 
mpt'a'^ion*  This  camcd  much  embarrassment,  which 
wcrold  havi'  been  avoided  Try  a  definitive*  f  cace  between 
France  and  England.  Tbe  queen  of  Great  Britain, 
whose  infirmities  vnibTj  m^mcntedy  woidd  hare  had 
feisnre  to  provide  before  her  death  Hmt  the  lepose  of  her 
lincdom,  as  wrl!  as  fen  the  sofefy  of  tliobc  muik!Ucf&  bj 
whom  she  bfKl  l3cen  so  iaithfuITy  served. 

P.  218.  The  uBivcutht  vdattve  to  aR  the  artides 
vnder  discossioo  being  made  and  legolated  between  the 
two  srcr<Hr»n>s  of  state  of  France  and  Kncjlamf,  tliry 
%^ced  to  hign  at  Fontairtblcau,  after  Boiii^bioke  bad 
bfen  admitted  to  aa  andicneeof  the  hii^y  the  tnatj  far 
a  saspensTon  of  arms  by  sea  and  land  daring  Ibiir  months 
between  I  nincc  and  Great  Britain.  They  set  out  to- 
gether houi  Pari*,  in  order  to  present  themselves  io  the 
hin^«  llis  majesty  wished  to  noA  the  satistetioft 
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Hikkk  1m  ttaild  taVe  in  acting  henceforth  in  connexi 
Willi  the  ^Htmm  ^  Jfinglaiidy  and  ui  et(«biyiki|^  wttk 
UkU  princeti  a  fierfectly  good  UBderstandiaf ,  migIi  m 

iras  esseRtiiJ  Ui  ilie Ksiamiion  of  Ihr  <^cih  r:it  IninquiUiiy 
io  Europe.  Desiruig  to  treat  her  mknlstt-r  wiih  dlstiuc- 
UiMf  ike  lamg  lanpiMtt  m  .>partingnt  to  he  piepaiedfor 
htm  UI  tbft  cattkof  PoBtaiableuiy  and  on  (he  morrow 
his  mnjfsly  gave  hiin  a  pi  ivate  audioaa^  in  his  closet. 
Lord  Hoi  itt^orobo  acquitted  hiuiscU*.  <il'  the  commuv»Ma 
vrUii.wlyck  ke  ^skai^Bd  fay:«hi94|«eea,  lus  nygiffftt^ 
villi  at  amoh  gnMat  ooUeiiMyaadat  Ihemne  ttma 
in  a  manner  Tnll  of  rcsj>cct  for  th<^  |)ersoii  of  tlw  Uins^* 
lie  htive  acquired  iioiii  this  ineim-ut  llice^fceiit 

«f  hhi  m^jtt^y  had  he  mat  picirwiitd^'  incri|i^  aad  ob*. 
teiaed  it  by  tha  conduct  whkk  he  had  hehl  during  lha 
oourscof  ihe  ]u*<^otiation. 

The  kingy  who  joined  to  his  rare  qiuiiiticb  llie  1«ik)nt 
of  expressing  himself  better  than  smy  pruice  in  the 
worlds  BCplied  io  him  in  the  haadtomrjit  terms,  devoid 
of  art  and  repk;(e  with  cowrtesj,  assuring  him  of  his 
rsfccm  and  of  his  afl'i.rtion  for  the  qiuvn  of  {Jrcat 
Britaiiu  He  testified  the  satisfaction  whicii  he  ft  lt  (o 
•ee  tiie  peace  appcoach  to  a  conclusion,  through  the 
caret  of  that  princess ;  as  he  also  on  his  side  had  done 
all  in  his  po\v<T  to  facilitate  the  same  ol>j(M-(.  He  said 
that  he  hoped  that  all  tlte  opposition  made  to  its  estab« 
lishnent  would  be  ▼aia,  aad  that  God  wouUl  ncrt  permit 
the  enemies  of  the  paUic  repose  lonj^er  io  exerchie  a 
power  fatal  to  the  hap.iiiK'hs  of  so  nian  v  niiiious,  I  lis 
majesty  assured  Bolitigbroke,  that  he  would  acihcre 
exactly  to  what  he  had  promised,  and  that  the  success 
of  his  arms  should  make  do  chaji^e  in  the  couditious  to 
»hich  he  had  usncnted. 
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The  audience  bein*^  fiinshcd,  tlie  two  sccrefaries  of 
date  agam  perused  and  examliied  the  pngpct  wkkh 
tbej  had  prepared  for  ^  sHspenakm  of  «rms ;  ml  the 
treaty  fairly  transcribed  was  signed  by  then  the  same 
day.  Lord  Bolingbrokc  was  not  less  a^^reeable  to  tiie 
coartien  than  to  the  monarch.  Th0  eoiurt  of  France 
was  not  stvange  to  hint ;  nor  did  he  appearas  a  stiuq^ 
there.  Every  one  was  eager  to  pay  htm  honours  ;  and 
although  the  example  of  the  kiiig  is  commonly  the 
model  acooiding  to  which  a  foreigner  it  icoeived.  Bo* 
fingbrohe  owed  no  bM  to  hie  peiional  aieoompliriuneatn 
^an  to  the  sentinients  which  the  king  discoveied  in  re- 
lation to  him.  He  departed  a  few  days  afterwards  full 
of  Ml  and  of  fwltttiony  to  finish  happily  the  woik 
Mtodly  begmit  nd  oondactiBd  to  such  ft  point,  thni  m 
short  time  after  this  the  cardinal  PolSgnnc  wmie  4h» 
Utrecbt — "  We  now  assume  the  part  Mhich  the  Dutch 
played  at  Gertruydenberg,  and  they  occupy  ours.  It. 
ha  complete  revenge.  CountZiniCttdotffeela  the  decay 
of  his  power  very  sensibly-** 
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LETTER  FROM  QUEEN  ANNE 

TO  TUB 

PRINCESS  SO?HiA. 

jL  D,  1714, 

THE  ibad  tmA  immpettMm  mmrim  of  qwB  kmm 

to  teeing  any  bluidi  of  tlitlfaaofter  fiimily  in  England, 
vCrikingly  displayed  itself  on  occasion  of  the  dcmtind 
made  by  baron  Schuti,  envoy  from  Hanover^  of  a  wdl 
tlie  elKtond  pfiM  lo  ill  iii  ik»  bmm  of  pemao 
duke  of  Cmbridfe.  Hirbg  good  gnHmd  to  bdieoe 
that  this  application,  which  could  not  be  legally  re- 
fnsod,  had  the  pferious  sanction  of  the  princess  Sophia*« 

WEote  to  Un  obeliMt  the  Mowing  fetkr* 

Sr.  James\  Maj  19,  17U. 

Madam,  sisteki  aunt, 

SmratlieTiflit  of  facfenios  to  iiijrkHig« 

doms  has  been  declared  to  belong  to  yoxi  and  your 
&imly,  there  have  always  bceadiaafiected  persons,  who^ 
.liy  particular  views  of  tlieir  own  interest,  hate  entered 
into  oMasnm  to  ixa  fwineeof  yovr  Mood  in  my  4io* 
iTiinions  even  whilst  I  am  yet  living.  I  never  lhou<:^lit 
till  now  that  this  project  woalii  Jiaire  gone  so  far  as  to 
liave  tMide  tlie  kasl  impMBrioa  on  yonr  mind,  lint  a» 
I  ha?e  lately  perceiveil  by  public  mmours,  wbich  aie 
tudu^triausly  spread,  tliat  yaur  electoral  h^huciift  i» 

\ 
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come  into  this  sentiment,  it  is  of  importance  Vflih  VB^ 
spcctjo  tfjie  fcUCcea&Loii  of  your  iauiiiy,  thai  I  should 
tell  jou  siich  a  prooecding  will  infaliibljr  draw  along' 
wiilr  it  some  consequences  thai  will  be  dangerous  to  that 
sucrcsbion  it^^t  ll  ,  ^liich  is  not  scTurcany  other  ways  thaw 
as  llic  prince  who  actually  ucars  the  crowa  maintains 
her  authority  and  preiugative. 

There  are,  such  ace  our  roi&fortuneS}  a  great  many 
p<'(»plc  tliat  arotjinHtiousIy  ilisj)oscd.  So  I  leave  yon  to 
judge  what  tumults  they  may  be  al^le  to  raise,  if  they 
should  hare  a'  pretext  to  begin  a  oommotian.  1  per- 
suade myseUV'therefine^  yo«  >ill  ntmr  oonsent  that  the 
IfHst  tiling  shouhl  be  done  that  may  distotb  the  repose 
oi  uie  or  my  subjects.  Open  yourself  to  nie  with  the 
same  freedom  I  do  to  yotiy  and  propose  wliatevcr  yam, 
think  may  coutrtbote  to  the  security  of  the  tacicrmifiii. 
I  will  come  into  it  with  seal,  prorided  that  it  do  not 
derogate  from  niy  diirnitv,  which  I  am  resolved  to 
maintain.   I  aui,  wiib  a  great  deal  of  aiiectiou^ 

XXTTEft  OF  QUBBN  AStXE  TO  THE  BUKB  OF  CAM- 

BRIOGE. 

The  queen,  at  the  s:\me  time,  wrote  A  letter  to  the 
duke  e£  Cambridge,  in  the  leUowiag  terms* 

Cousiify  St,  James's^  May  19, 17I4. 

Ax  accident  which  has  happened  iu  my  lord 
Paget  tffiimily  haying  hindered  him  from  setting  for* 
ward  as  soon  as  he  thought  to  have  done,  rcminoi  defer 

iiJiy  lon<;er  letting  you  know  my  thoughts  with  rct^pect 
to  the  design  you  have  of  ooming  into  uiy  kingdoms. 
As  the  ogling  of  this  matter  ought  t9  have  been  first  Cei 
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me,  so  T  expected  you  would  not  have  given  ear  to  it 
"without  knowing  ray  thou^^hts  about  it.  However  this 
is  what  I  owe  to  my  own  disunity,  tlie  friendship  I  have 
for  you,  and  the  electoral  house  to  which  you  bclonsr,  and 
the  true  desire  i  have  that  it  may  succeed  to  my  king- 
doms, and  this  requires  of  me  that  I  should  tell  you  that 
jiotliing  can  be  more  dangerous  to  the  tranquillity  of  my 
dominions,  and  the  right  of  succession  in  your  line,  and 
^consequently  more  disagreeable  to  me  than  such  a  pror 
ceding  at  this  juncture.  I  am,  with  a  great  deal  of 
friendship,  your  very  affectionate  cousin, 

ANXE  R.  , 
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THE  EARL  OF  OXFORD 

r 

TO  TH«^ 

ELECTOR  OF  BRUNSWICK. 

J.  D.  1714. 

May  it  please  yovr  royal  highness, 

Though  I  expect  Mr.  Ilarley  every  moment 
in  return  irorn  your  court,  and  thereby  shall  have  auo* 
thcr  opportunity  of  doing  myself  the  honor  to  present 
your  royal  highness  with  my  most  humble  duty,  and 
the  assurance  of  niy  utmost  service,  yet  1  cannot  slip 
this  occasion  of  the  quren's  jucssencjiT  attending  your 
royal  highness  with  lier  majesty's  letter  to  lay  myself  at 
your  feet.  I  have  no  enemy  that  knows  me,  who  is  not 
just  enough  to  allow  me  to  inviolably  devoted  to 
your  succession,  nothing  coming  in  com()etition  >vitli 
that,  because  I  know  I  please  the  queen  when  I  am 
zealous  for  the  service  of  your  serene  house.  I  hope, 
therefore,  I  shall  find  cretlit  with  your  royal  highness, 
%vhen  I  liuujbly  lay  my  sincere  opinion  Ix'fore  you.  Tlio 
queen  is  most  heartily  for  your  succession.  If  there  be 
any  thing  \\hich  may  render  it  more  secure,  which  is 
consistent  with  Iut  majcsily's  safety,  it  will  be  accom- 
plished. It  is  not  the  eager  desires  of  f^ome,  nor  wliiit 
flows  from  the  advice  of  others,  whose  discontents  per* 
haps  animate  their  zeal,  can  balance  the  security  voii 
have  in  the  qu^v  n's  friciukliip,  and  the  dutiful  alli  ctiori 
of  all  her  faithful  subjects ;  for  as  1  am  sure  your  ro^  al 
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highnesses  gieat  wisdom  would  not  chose  to  rule  by  a 
part so  joQ  will  not  let  their  narrow  meuares  be  the 
standard  of  your  government.  I  doubt  not  but  the 
accident  that  happened  about  the  writ  may  be  improved 
to  increase  the  most  perfect  friendship  between  tlie  queen 
and  your  most  sevene  family.  I  will  stddy  to  do  every 
thing  to  deraonstmte  the  profound  veneration  and  ve* 
spect  where  vt  ith  1  am^  &c« 

OXFORD. 
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THE  EARL  OF  CLARENDON 

XO 

MiCRliTARY  BROMLEY. 

^.D.  1714. 

(Extract.) 

SW,-  JIanover,  Julif  27— Aug.  7,  1714.- 

ON  Saturday  lartllW  my  firet  audience  of  the 
elector  at  noon  at  Herenhausrn :  Ik-  received  me  in  a 
room,  where  hv  „.rs  alone.    A  gentleman  of  the  court 
came  lo  my  Iclging,  hcie  with  two  of  the  electorV 
•oaches,  and  carried  me  to  Hernihaasea.   I  was  met  at 
iny  arrival  out  of  the  coach  by  M.  d'Hareraburg,  marshal 
•rf  the  court,  ami  at  the  lop  of  the  stairs  by  the  chero- 
her  R,-,ln.  second  ehambcrlain,  the  count  de  Kaaten 
great  chamberhun  being  Wy  rick.   He  cond  Wted  me 
throng  three  rooms  to  the  rebm  wh.  rc  the  elector  was 
who  met  me  at  the  door  of  that  room,  and  beii»  le! 
<nr,H-,l  !hr,*or  fo.ir  steps  into  that  rooin,  be  stopped, 
and  the  door  was  shut,   f  then  delivte«d  my  credentials 
to  him,  and  made  him  a  compliment  from  the  queen, 
to  which  he  answered,  "  Thut  he  had  aW.  had  the 
greatest  ve.ur  ,tio:,  imaginable  for  the qneen,  that  hewa. 
ar.ys  r^uly  to  acknowtedge  the  gre^  ebMgations  h« 
and  hu,  &mriy  Ha«  to  her  majesty,  and  that  he  .lesired 
«o«hmgmore  earnestly  than  to  entertain  a  good  cor. 
|«.-pond..nce  „i,h  her:  he  asked  me  whetlwr  I  kftX 
J-.-"  .»  g..od  health,  that  he  wished  her  health  very 
beartdy.   Hold  him  that  when  t  had  tkc  Jaoaar  to  taU 
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kave  of  tbe  queen,  I  left  her  in  -very  good  healtli ;  tliat 

I  had  received  letters  from  England  since  my  arrival 
here,  by  >vliich  I  was  informed  that  the  queen  continued 
to  ei^joy  ba  bealth.  I  toid  him  I  was  yery  ghd  to£od 
his  hi^nesB  so  well  inclined^  and  that  i  desired  I  might 
have  a  private  audience  as  soon  as  possible*,  that  I  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  acquainting  him  fiilly  with 
what  I  had  icoeived  in .  coisniand  ff  om  the  qaeen.  To 
this  he  answered,  that  he  was  very  sorry  that  the  king 
of  Prussia's  coming  had  hindered  him  so  long  from 
seeing  me ;  that  he  did  not  dcbirc  to  delay  one  minute 
longer  the  leoeiving  her  magesty's  commands,  and  that 
I  was  at  liberty  to  say  then  all  that  I  had  in  command 
from  her.    I  then  delivered  to  him  the  queen's  answer 
to  his  memorial  and  the  other  letter,  and  I  spoke  upon 
all  the  heads  contained  in  my  instructions,  and  in  ttk9 
letter  of  the  92d  Jane,  O.  S.  when  I  told  him  that  as 
the  qurcn  had  already  done  all  that  could  be  done  to 
secure  the  succession  to  her  crowns,  to  his  family,  so 
she  expected  that  if  he  has  any  reason  to  saspect  de- 
signs arc  carrying  on  to  disappoint  it,  he  shoidd  sjj^k 
plainly  upon  that  subject.    He  interrupted  me,  and 
said  these  words,  "  Je  n'ay  jiimais  cru  que  la  rcine  oust 
aucunes  desseins  contie  les  intercuts  de  ma  Himiiie,  ei  je 
ne  sgache  pal  d'avoir  donn6  aucun  snjet  de  croiie  que 
je  voidusse  rien  entreprendre  contre  les  intcrOts  de  sa 
luajcstc,  ou  qui  pust  iui  doplaire;  c'est  ce  que  Jc  ue 
feral  jamab.   La  lelne       fait  i'bonneur  de  m'escrhe 
pour  scavoir  ca  que  je  souhaitob  que  Ton  fist  pour  at* 
seurer  d'avantage  la  succession,  surquoy  nous  avons 
donue  un  memoire  par  escrit  a  moiis.  Hurley  a  laqucUj 
i  n'y  a  pdnt  encoie  eu  de  leponse/'  1  told  him  I  had 
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^wt  then  had  die  boQor.'t*  deliver  to  him  an  fuumrld 
Unt  memorial,  and  tbet  if  when  he  had  pemaed  that 

ansMcT  lie  desired  to  have  any  part  of  that  answer  ex- 
plained, I  did  believe  I  should  be  able  to  do  ii  to  his 
tatisiactioti.  Then  I  j^occeded  to  spenk  npon  the  other 
point  ft ;  mid  yrh^n  I  came  to  mention  Schntz  demand^ 
ing  the  writ  fur  the  duke  of  Cambridge,  he  said  these 
words,  <^  J'espere  que  la  Reiiie  n'a  pas  ett  que  oda 
•*e8t  ^  par  mon  ordre ;  Je  yoos  assure  que  oda  a  est^ 
lait  a  mon  fnsceu  ;  k  defnncte  electrice  avoit  escrit  a 
Schutz  sans  que  jc  Tayc  sccu  pour  s'informer  pourquoi 
le  prince  n'avoit  pas  en  son  writ  puisqu'elie  croyoit 
qu*on  les  envoyoit  a  tons  ceuz  qni  est oient  pairs,  et  lui 
nn  lien  de  ccla  alia  demander  le  writ  mesme  sans  Vordre 
de  relectricc.  Je  no  ferai  rien  qui  puissc  en  auc  unc 
faqon  choquer  la  reuie  a  qni  nous  arons  tant  d'obiiga- 
tions.'* 

My  speaking  to  him,  and  the  answers  he  made  me, 
took  np  something  above  an  hour,  then  I  had  audience 
of  the  electoral  princei  and  duke  Ernest  the  elector's 
brotiier  in  the  same  room ;  then  of  the  electoral  prin* 
cess ;  after  that  I  had  the'  honor  to  dine  with  them  all ; 
and  affi^r  dinner  licre  in  town  I  had  audience  of  the 
electoral  prince's  son  and  two  daughters.  At  dinner  the 
elector  seemed  to  be  in  very  good  hnmour,  talked  to  me 
several  times,  asked  several  questions  about  England, 
and  seemct!  very  willing  to  bo  informal.  It  is  very 
plain  to  me  he  knows  very  little  of  our  constitutton,  and 
seems  to  be  sensibte  that  he  has  been  imposed  upon. 

END  OF  VOL.  II. 
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